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To my wife, Joanne, who is a tower of strength and is always there for me when needed, especially for all the hours that it took to write this book. She has always been behind me 100 percent during all our time together and is a great wife and mother.

In the memory of my parents, Natalie and Bill, who I still miss and they both always taught me the difference between right and wrong. My dad not only took me to Phillies and Eagles games, we also went to see the Ramblers and Flyers. They always came out to see me play baseball and basketball and were always there for me.
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Foreword

By Bill Clement

How many walking, talking “sports encyclopedias” do you know? If you’ve ever spent time around Skip Clayton, you can say you have met at least one.

I have always maintained that our ability to retain knowledge is directly proportionate to our interest level. Well, for as long as I can remember, Skip’s appetite for Philadelphia sports has been insatiable. When our Broad Street Bullies teams began marching (okay, skating) towards Stanley Cups, the horde of media types that followed us steadily grew. New faces . . . new names. “Who is that guy?” we would ask one another and often, nobody had an answer.

That wasn’t the case when we saw Skip. He was (and still is) a fixture on the sports scene and he usually wore his passion for Philly sports on his sleeve. Never short of opinions, ideas, obtuse notions, and obscure factoids, Skip Clayton was and always has been a thread that runs through the fabric of Philadelphia’s sports culture.

Time doesn’t stand still, and our world of sports looks nothing like it did back in the day.

In many respects, we were all in it together—players, media, fans . . . all of us. It was our city against the other cities. What endeared Skip to our Flyers teams was that we could trust him. We were never concerned that he would take sensitive information or observations and try to spin them into something he could use for personal gain. We always knew Skip was one of us.

Taking a stroll back through Flyers memory lane with Skip Clayton is awesome because he spans as many decades following the Flyers as anybody alive. I continue to marvel at his ability to recall specifics that bring facts, numbers, and people to life. I’m also grateful for being given another chance to relive a time, a place, or an incident that otherwise might continue to exist only as a vague memory in the corner of my mind.

Young or old, there is something in these pages for all of us.

Thank you, Skip!

—Bill Clement

Two-time Stanley Cup Winner

Color Analyst, NBC Sports Philadelphia


Introduction

For many years, the National Hockey League only had six teams. The nearest city Philadelphia fans could see an NHL game was in New York. Only once did Philadelphia have a team in the NHL, the Philadelphia Quakers in 1930–31. They lasted one year and only won four of 44 games. Philadelphia had numerous minor league teams, however.

It began with the Arrows who began play in 1927 in the Canadian-American Hockey League and ended with the Ramblers who set up shop in the 1955–56 season and stayed for nine years before moving across the river to New Jersey.

The first team I remember was the Rockets in the American Hockey League, who played in the City of Brotherly Love from 1946–47 until 1948–49. I never saw them play and it wasn’t until 1956 that I saw my first hockey game. The Philadelphia Ramblers joined the Eastern Hockey League in the 1955–56 season. I saw them beat the Johnstown Jets, 8–6. The game was tied, 5–5, after two periods when the Ramblers scored three straight goals. Jimmy Moore scored twice and Rollie Savard notched the other between Moore’s pair. There were 2,701 fans at my first game. If you brought your skates, you could to go out on the ice and skate after the game. I enjoyed watching the Ramblers with players such as Ray Crew, Art Dorrington, Rocky Rukavina, and Ivan Walmsley. The first year, the Ramblers didn’t make the playoffs, but the second year they reached the finals, losing to the Charlotte Clippers.

One problem that the Ramblers and all the teams before them was having to play at the Philadelphia Arena at 45th and Market Streets. The basketball Warriors and 76ers also played there at times. It was a small building seating about 5,500 for hockey and 6,600 for basketball and wasn’t in the best of shape. At the same time, there wasn’t a bad seat in the building.

When the NHL expanded for the 1967–68 season, they added six teams, not one or two at a time. When the NFL started expanding in 1960, they only had 12 teams and would add one or two teams at a time while Major League Baseball added two teams in each league, bringing their total to ten in each league by 1962. The NHL doubled in size and there were cities that wanted a team in the worst way. Philadelphia was not considered a top choice to add an expansion team. Their minor-league teams hadn’t drawn well and one of the things that the Flyers needed to get into the National Hockey League was a new building. The Spectrum was erected and had over 14,000 seats.

Putting teams in Los Angeles and Oakland was a great start, giving the league exposure on the West Coast. Two teams were added in St. Louis and Minnesota. There were also two teams added in the East, Pittsburgh and Philadelphia, who beat out Baltimore for the final spot.

Ed Snider was at the Boston Garden for a basketball game between the 76ers and Celtics one afternoon and while leaving the arena, saw a long line of fans lining up for that evening’s Bruins game. The Bruins failed to make the playoffs for eight consecutive seasons beginning in 1959–60, but they frequently sold out their games. During that same time span, the Celtics won seven National Basketball Association championships but were not filling the Garden on a regular basis.

Snider decided that Philadelphia should have an NHL team and was able to secure a franchise after Jerry Wolman built the Spectrum. The six new teams were all placed in the same division and the Flyers went out and finished in first place. Many thought the Flyers would stay for one year and move to another city. That was hardly the case. During the first season, the Flyers won back-to-back games over Chicago and Toronto before sellout crowds in February, ending any thoughts they would be in Philadelphia for one year. Attendance increased each year.

The following season, when I became the Sports Director of WRCP Radio in Philadelphia and started covering sports for the ABC Radio Network, I received my first press credential from any of the four professional teams in Philadelphia and the first and it was from the Flyers. I still have that first credential. Finally, I would see my first NHL game from the press box after watching from the stands the year before. I was there Opening Night in October 1968 and with Bernie Parent in net, the Flyers shut out Pittsburgh, 3–0. It wasn’t until their sixth season that they had a winning season and won a playoff series. The next three years were the greatest in Flyers history. First, they won their first Stanley Cup in just their seventh season and won it again the following year. Although they lost the finals in 1976 to Montreal (who started a run of four straight Stanley Cups), the prestige of the league was at stake during that season when the Soviet Red Army Team came over and played four games. They had beaten the Boston Bruins, New York Rangers, and tied the Montreal Canadiens. At the same time, a second team from Russia, the Wings, came over and won three of its four games.

Although the Flyers were unpopular throughout the National Hockey League, the whole league became fans of the team for one day. Everyone realized the NHL needed the Flyers to win this game which they did with ease, 4–1.

Seeing them win the Stanley Cup in 1974 was my biggest thrill covering the Flyers and the win close to two years later over the Soviets was my second biggest.

Over the years that I covered the team, I have seen some highs and lows but mostly highs. Despite winning only two Stanley Cups, they made it back to the finals six times afterwards. The Flyers have been a great team to cover throughout their history.


FIRST PERIOD

We begin with easier questions. They cover the time the Flyers were born in 1967 and goes through the 51 seasons the Flyers have been in the NHL.

(Answers begin on page 5)

1 What was the nickname of the Philadelphia NHL team in 1930–31?

2 Who were the other teams that joined the Flyers in 1967–68 when the NHL added six teams?

3 Who was the first player that the Flyers chose in the expansion draft and from what team?

4 Which team did the Flyers pick the most players from in the expansion draft?

5 Match these Flyers with the year they were drafted








	
Bill Barber


	
1969





	
Simon Gagne


	
2006





	
Claude Giroux


	
1998





	
Paul Holmgren


	
1982





	
Ken Linseman


	
1975





	
Dave Schultz


	
1972





	
Ron Sutter


	
1978







6 Match these Flyers with the round they were drafted








	
Jeff Carter, 2003


	
Round 3





	
Bill Clement, 1970


	
Round 8





	
Chris Therien, 1990


	
Round 2





	
Rick Tocchet, 1983


	
Round 6





	
Pelle Eklund, 1983


	
Round 1







7 Match the Flyers goalie with the round he was drafted








	
Brian Boucher


	
Round 8





	
Ron Hextall


	
Round 4





	
Pelle Lindbergh


	
Round 6





	
Pete Peeters


	
Round 1





	
Dominic Roussel


	
Round 11





	
Rick St. Croix


	
Round 2





	
Tommy Soderstrom


	
Round 3







8 In what round was Bobby Clarke drafted?

9 What teams did the Flyers trade with to acquire the following players?








	
Rod Brind’Amour


	
Pittsburgh





	
Bob Dailey


	
Montreal





	
Mark Howe


	
St. Louis





	
Reggie Leach


	
Vancouver





	
John LeClair


	
Hartford





	
Mark Recchi


	
California







10 What team did the Flyers play in their first National Hockey League game?

11 Who did the Flyers beat for their first National Hockey League win?

12 Who was the Flyers’ first opponent at the Spectrum?

13 Which goalie recorded the first Flyers shutout?

14 Who was the first Original Six team to play against the Flyers?

15 Who was the first Original Six team to lose to the Flyers?

16 Who was the first Flyers captain?

17 What Original Six team did the Flyers beat three out of four times in their first season?

18 When Keith Allen conducted his first NHL amateur draft in 1970, who was the first player he picked?

19 Against which team did Bernie Parent record his first shutout with the Flyers?

20 The Flyers have had 18 coaches. Only seven won their first game behind the bench. Who were they?

21 Five Flyers coaches had also played for the team. Who were they?

22 One Flyers owner and two general managers made the Hockey Hall of Fame as builders. Who were they?

23 Four Flyers coaches made the Hall of Fame as builders. Name them.

24 Who is the only Flyers coach to win a Stanley Cup with another team after leaving Philadelphia?

25 Four coaches won the Calder Cup championship in the American Hockey League coaching a Flyers farm team. Who were they?


FIRST PERIOD ANSWERS

1 Quakers.

Pittsburgh moved its NHL franchise to Philadelphia in 1931, but the season was far from a success. The Quakers tied the record set by the 1919–20 Quebec Bulldogs for the fewest wins for a team playing a full season with four. They set the record for the lowest winning percentage with .136 (4–36–4) which was broken 44 years later by the Washington Capitals with .131. Ironically, Pittsburgh which carried the same nickname as the baseball team, the Pirates, were only 5–36–3 in its final season in the Iron City.

The first minor league team in Philadelphia was the Arrows who played eight seasons in the Canadian-American Hockey League beginning in 1927. They changed their name to the Ramblers in 1935 and played four seasons in the ­Canadian-American Hockey League before joining the American Hockey League for two seasons. The Rockets began play in the AHL in 1946–47. After three years, only 42 wins and no playoff appearances, the team folded. The next minor league entry was another Ramblers team which played in Philadelphia nine seasons in the Eastern Hockey League. None of those teams drew well playing in the Philadelphia Arena. Philadelphia had a reputation of not being a good hockey town but that changed when the Flyers joined the NHL.

2 Los Angeles, Minnesota, Oakland, Pittsburgh, and St. Louis.

Numerous cities were seeking a National Hockey League team. The NHL decided to go coast to coast when it expanded in 1967. It added two teams on the West Coast, the Los Angeles Kings and the California Seals. Two teams were added in the Midwest, the St. Louis Blues and the Minnesota North Stars. The two Eastern teams were the Flyers and the Pittsburgh Penguins. This meant that Philadelphia, Los Angeles, Oakland (Bay Area), Pittsburgh, and St. Louis all became four-major team sports markets as Pittsburgh and Minnesota also had teams in the new American Basketball Association. The NHL also increased its schedule from 70 to 74 games. It was decided to put all the new teams in the West Division and the original six teams would make up the East Division. The new teams would play each other 10 times and the established clubs four times.

3 Bernie Parent from Boston.

When the expansion draft began, the first two rounds were to select goalies. The Flyers drafted after Los Angeles who took future Hall of Famer Terry Sawchuk. Another future Hall of Fame goaltender, Glenn Hall, was available, but the Flyers tabbed Parent. In the second round, the Flyers still drafting for the future, went back to Boston and took Doug Favell. Both had celebrated their twenty-second birthdays two days apart in April. When the numbers were assigned to the players, Favell got number one which most goalies in the NHL were wearing at the time and Parent was given number 30.

Parent had seen action the two previous seasons with the Bruins and their farm team in Oklahoma City while Favell was also at Oklahoma and didn’t make his NHL debut until he played for the Flyers. Each goaltender posted four shutouts. Favell had a goals-against average of 2.27 which turned out to be his best. Meanwhile, Parent who had an average of 2.49 would go onto to have a Hall of Fame career in two stints with the Flyers and one with Toronto playing with his idol, Jacques Plante, who played a big part in helping him.

Interestingly, when the Philadelphia Wings made their debut in the National Lacrosse League in 1974, they played their first game at the Spectrum hours after the Flyers won their first Stanley Cup and Favell was one of the Wings’ players.

4 The Boston Bruins with seven of their 20 picks.

After the Flyers took Parent and Favell from Boston, they later selected Joe Watson in the fourth round, Dick Cherry in round 11, Gary Dornhoefer in the 14th round, and Forbes Kennedy in the 15th round. The last player the Flyers picked from Boston was Keith Wright in the 19th round.

The Flyers took four players from Chicago beginning with Ed Van Impe in the third round, followed by Lou Angotti, in round six, John Miszuk in round nine, and Pat Hannigan in the 16th round. The Flyers also took four players from Montreal beginning with Leon Rochefort in round seven and Garry Peters three rounds later. Jean Gauthier was taken in the 12th round and Bob Courcy in the 18th round. The Maple Leafs, who won the last Stanley Cup before expansion, lost two players to the Flyers, Brit Selby in round five and Don Blackburn in round eight. The New York Rangers also lost two players to the Flyers as Jimmy Johnson was taken in the 13th round and Terry Ball was taken in the 20th and final round. The Flyers only drafted one player from Detroit, Dwight Carruthers in the 17th round.

5 Dave Schultz   1969

Bill Barber       1972

Paul Holmgren1975

Ken Linesman 1978

Ron Sutter        1982

Simon Gagne   1998

Claude Giroux 2006

The 1969 draft had produced Bobby Clarke, but the Flyers also picked Dave Schultz in the fifth round and Don Saleski in the sixth. Schultz made sure that the Flyers weren’t going to be pushed around anymore when he joined the team. One weakness of the Flyers in their two seasons was they weren’t big enough or strong enough, especially against St. Louis who dominated them. Ed Snider told his general manager and scouting department to get some tough guys in. The fifth player they took in the 1969 draft was Schultz. Nobody knew it at time, but the Broad Street Bullies were starting to be assembled. Schultz played one game in 1972 and was with the team for the next four years, leading the league in penalty minutes in three of them. His high was 472 minutes in 1975, still an NHL record. When the Flyers defeated the Atlanta Flames in four straight in the first round of the 1974 Stanley Cup playoffs, they had to win the fourth game in overtime, 4–3, and it was Schultz who scored the game-winner with assists to Bobby Clarke and Bill Flett. When the Flyers won Game Two of the Stanley Cup Finals in Boston, it was the same three players on the winning goal in overtime, only it was Clarke that scored the game-winner and Schultz and Flett assisted. Schultz was traded to the Los Angeles Kings after the 1975-76 season. He was inducted into the Flyers Hall of Fame in 2009.

Bill Barber was drafted in 1972 and began his professional career with the Richmond Robins, the Flyers’ top minor league team. Then came the call to join the Flyers and Barber never looked back. His career was cut short by knee injuries but, while he was with the team, he set the club record for the most goals with 420 and is second in points with 883. Barber is also second in games played with 903. One of his most famous goals came with Team Canada in the 1976 Canada Cup. Team Canada was trailing by a goal against Czechoslovakia in the final game when Barber scored to tie the game and send it into overtime where Team Canada went onto win.

Barber had reconstructive knee surgery in the spring of 1984, but never played again, retiring at the age of thirty-two. His days as a player were over, but he began his coaching career with a short stint with the Flyers’ top farm team in Hershey in 1984–85 before joining the Flyers’ coaching staff the following year. He became an assistant coach with the Flyers, then coached the Phantoms to the 1998 Calder Cup championship in the American Hockey League and later coached the Flyers for close to two years. He was inducted into the Flyers Hall of Fame in 1989, joining Ed Snider and Keith Allen in the second class. A year later, Barber was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame and his number seven was retired by the Flyers.

Paul Holmgren was drafted in 1975 and played one game with the Flyers in 1975–76. He came up for good the following year and remained with the team until he was traded to the Minnesota North Stars during the 1983–84 season. When he left Philadelphia, he was club’s all-time leader in penalty minutes with 1,600. Holmgren played 500 games and was a big part of the team’s unbeaten streak of 35 straight games during the 1979–80 season. When he retired as player after the 1984–85 season, he rejoined the Flyers as an assistant coach for three years before succeeding Mike Keenan as head coach. Holmgren was let go as coach after 24 games in his fourth season behind the bench. He wasn’t out of work long, later becoming the coach and general manager of Hartford. When the Whalers sent Holmgren packing, he quickly rejoined the Flyers in their front office. After holding down different positions, he was elevated to general manager, replacing Bobby Clarke who stepped down during the 2006–07 season. On May 7, 2014, Holmgren became president of the Flyers and takes care of the business and hockey operations of the team.
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