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What People Are Saying About


Witchitorium


Words have power, they provide us with communication but also work magic. Having an understanding of those words in a magical context is paramount to successful workings. This book gives a very comprehensive guide to terms found within the world of witchcraft, something any new or even more experienced witch will appreciate. A very useful tome of magical wordage!


Rachel Patterson, English Witch and best-selling author with over 30 books published on the subject of witchcraft


Spiritualism is a multi-faceted world of layered understanding and this often causes confusion as to what the terminology means. Nixie Vale has years of experience not just in the practical but also in her knowledge base and has written the ideal handbook which breaks down each term and brings each individual facet to the fore. This is a must have book for all levels of practicing spiritualists to use as a reference which will enhance their journey and eliminate any confusion.


Kerry Greenaway


Witchitorium deserves a place in the library of every witch. Nixie Vale will take you on a wonderful journey through a magickal collection of terms that every witch will come across and want to know on their path. As a witch of well over 20 years, I was excited to spend time with this collection and to learn so many new things. I do believe everyone will find something new that calls to them in Witchitorium.


Jasmeine Moonsong, author of Moonsong Daily Magick
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The mere knowledge of a fact is pale; but when you come to realize your fact, it takes on color.


Mark Twain
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Author’s Note


I have been on my spiritual journey and a witch for over 25 years, and over the years I have found there are words and terms that I don’t know and have had to turn to the internet – or back before the explosion of the internet and Google – the library. While writing this book I have found myself learning so many new things, and I love to learn and expand my knowledge and understanding about my path and the craft that I love.


I hope that you discover a love for the craft and its beauty through reading these pages.





A


Abundance Cheque – The Abundance Cheque is a tool that can be used to create and attract abundance into your life. They are generally used around the New Moon. Sometimes the act of doing something is all it takes to attract what you need.


Adept – An Adept is someone who has achieved a certain level of knowledge in a single field. An adept is usually initiated into an Occult practice, once they have reached a certain aptitude in relevant schools of knowledge; including magic and alchemy.


Aesir/Æsir – The Aesir are the chief gods of Norse Mythology, and dwell in Asgard. Odin is the leader of the Aesir gods.


Affirmation – The Affirmation is a sentence with powerful words, and always uses positive words. This sentence is aimed to speak to your conscious and unconscious mind to motivate you. They can be extremely helpful for those who lack confidence of self-esteem. The more you say the affirmation, the more your thought patterns can change.


Air – Air is one of the Fundamental elements of nature, along with Earth, Fire and Water. The essence of the Air Element is, transformation, divine connection and the “breath of life”.


Air Signs – When someone is born under the Air element, they are said to be thinkers, communicators and like to be doing things. At times they have a ‘live and let live’ attitude. The signs that are born under the Air element are; Gemini, Libra and Aquarius.


Alchemy – Alchemy is the medieval forerunner to sciences like chemistry, and focused on the transmutation of matter. Alchemists focused on the idea of changing base metals into gold. There is a degree of philosophy to Alchemy, which teaches the art of transformation and change.


Aleister Crowley – A notable character in magical and occult history. He was prominent in early-modern esoteric belief and practice and has remained an influential figure.


Alexandrian Wicca – This is a branch of Wicca that was formed by Alex and Maxine Sanders in the 1960’s. Alexandrian Wicca focuses on the polarity and duality of the God and Goddess.


Altar – An altar is a sacred place, where you can gather objects and tools that have a ritual or magical meaning to you. You can use an altar in a number of magical workings, or meditation and study.


Altar Cloth – An altar cloth is a piece of cloth that you use to cover your altar; to protect the surface you are using during rituals and magical work.


Akasha – Akasha represents the interconnectedness of all living things, and is a space where the collective past, and the future exist. It is also considered to be the energy of the conscious and unconscious mind.


Akashic Records – The Akashic Records is a library where all events in the Universe have been recorded. It contains the thoughts, intentions, feelings and words that have occurred, are occurring or may occur in the future.


Amulet – An amulet is a magically charged object which can be used for a plethora of reasons. They are usually associated with protection, luck or healing.


Anatomical Ingredients – These are magical ingredients that come from the body of a person or animal. This could be blood, bones, fur or whiskers. Depending on the magical intent you are working towards, other things can be required, tears or semen, for example.


Ancestor – Traditionally, someone who lived before your grandparents. For example, my mum’s grandparents are classed as my ancestors because I never knew them. Some consider anyone born before 1900 to be their ancestor.


Angel – Angels are considered to be attendants, agents and messengers of God. Traditionally they are represented as a human with large white wings, a halo and extraordinary beauty, but there are cases where an angels is described as inhuman looking or frightening, with a hundred eyes on their wings.


Angel Numbers – Angel Numbers are a sequence of repeated numbers, which are believed to have spiritual significance, wisdom and insight. They can be a sequence like 111 or 1010.


Animal Guide/Totem – This is an animal that has a spiritual meaning to you and provides guidance and wisdom. An animal totem is the spirit of an animal that you call on or invoke for protection or guardianship. These traditions have come to Pagan and Wiccan circles from Native American Spirituality.


Anima – Anima is the true inner self, or the soul. Carl Gustav Jung used the term in his psychological practices. It can also be used to describe the unconscious part of your mind.


Animism – This is the belief that all creatures, trees, rocks, animals and places have spirit of their own.


Ankh – In Egyptian beliefs the Ankh is a representation of eternal life. It also is believed to represent immortality, death and reincarnation.


Anoint – To anoint something you are rubbing (or placing or pouring) oil as part of a religious or ritual ceremony. Some rituals require you to anoint a candle, tool or even person with a special oil as part of preparations for the ritual.


Anointing Oil – This is a blend of oils which is used for magical, ritual and religious practices.


Anthropomorphic – This means something has human characteristics and traits to non-human beings. Deities such as Anubis and Krishna are considered to be anthropomorphic deities due to their animal forms. In modern media, Mickey Mouse, Goofy and Donald Duck are anthropomorphic creatures because of their ability to talk, and have human thoughts and feelings.


Apparition – An apparition is a ghost-like image of a person, and is an unexpected sight. Apparitions are usually associated with paranormal activity.


Apogee – This is the point at which the Moon (or a satellite) is at the furthest point from Earth.


Apothecary – An apothecary is someone who would make medicines. Today we call these people pharmacists and chemists.


Arcane – Arcane is used to describe something that is only known to a few people, and is considered mysterious and secretive.


Arcana – This describes the two separate groups in a deck of Tarot cards. The Major Arcana describes the twenty-two “trump” cards, and the Minor Arcana describes the fifty-six suit cards.


Archetype – This is a figure or pattern of energy that occurred multiple times throughout history. Archetypes transcend time, place and language but are reflected in the human experience.


Asatru – Asatru means “faith in the Æsir” (Aesir), those who follow the Aesir gods of the Norse/Germanic religion.


Ascension – This is the process of progression to a higher level of consciousness; this is considered to be an innate part of natural evolution of the Spirit.


Ascended Master – Ascended Masters are humans who have become spiritually enlightened, but in past lives were ordinary folk who have gone through a single or a series of transformations of the soul.


Ascendant – This means rising in power, influence or position.


Ascending Node – The Ascending Node is where the Moon moves into the Northern Elliptical Hemisphere. This is also known as the North Node.


Ascending Sign – This is also known as Rising Sign. This is the sign which was on the eastern horizon at the moment of your birth.


Asterism – This is a term that has two definitions, 1) a group or pattern of stars that is not a constellation. 2) a star-shaped reflection and refraction of light on the surface of a crystal, which is formed by microscopic parallel fibres or needle-like inclusions which intersect at the right angle to for the star.


Astral Body – This is part of the Energy field of the body, and is situated between the Mental Body and the Etheric Temple.


Astral Plane – This is a plane of existence between the physical and spiritual realms. While the Astral plane is separate from the Physical plane, it is accessible through certain techniques.


Astral Projection – Astral projection is the process of consciously sending your consciousness from your body to the Astral Plane.


Astrology – Astrology is the study of the planets, Moon, Sun and stars. There is a belief system that surrounds these movements, and how they influence people.


Asperger – Asperger describes the rite of sprinkling a group of people with holy water. While associated with Christianity, some Witches use Moon Water, or other charged water over a gathering, especially at a ritual event.


Athame – Traditionally, an Athame is a black handled, double-sided knife used to inscribe candles, for example, in witchcraft. The Athame is always has a blunt blade, as it is not intended to physically cut anything. Nowadays you can purchase Athames in a plethora of different styles.


Attune – To attune is to bring something into harmony. Attunement is when you intentionally connect more closely to your spiritual self, your source and life current; to become attuned you need to make a conscious.


Aura – Your aura is a luminous, multi-layered shroud that surrounds your body with energy. There are seven layers within the Auric field, and if something is wrong, there may present itself in the physical body.


• The Etheric Body is closest to the physical body, and extends from 0.25 to 2 inches from the body. This layer is associated with the muscles, bones and tissues.


• The Emotional Body is more fluid that the Etheric Body in that it does not fit the physical form, and it extends about 3 inches from the body. This layer associated feelings and emotions.


• The Mental Body is more subtle than the Emotional Body and extends from 3 to 8 inches from the physical body. This layer is associated with the state of mind.


• The Astral Body is the bridge to the spiritual plane, and extended from 6 inches to a foot away from the physical body. This layer is associated with bonds and connections to others.


• The Etheric Temple Body is the template for the body before it is born and extends from 1.5 feet to 2 feet from the body. This layer is associated with the evolution of the individual.


• The Celestial Body is the spiritual emotions and extends from 2 feet to 2.5 feet from the physical body. This layer is associated with spiritual awakenings, and where someone would feel “spiritual ecstasy”.


• The Etheric Temple and is the layer that holds all the others. It is the mental level of the spiritual plane. This layer extends about 3.5 feet from the physical body. This layer is associated with connection to the universe and the divine.


Automatic Writing – Automatic Writing is the process of someone producing written words without consciously writing. This is popular in the paranormal world, where a practitioner channels a spirit or entity to write their words.


Awakening – An awakening is where you have a new awareness of reality and who you truly are. It is common for those who have an awakening to uncover the true meaning and purpose in life.



B


“Baby” Witch – This is a modern term, which is used to describe someone who is new to the craft, or have little experience. Some consider “baby witch” as a slur, or as a way to discredit someone’s experience. It has been used prevalently on social media, especially TikTok.


Baculum – This is another name for the penial bone that is present in many mammals, and is primarily used into folk magic like Hoodoo. A penile bone is a bone that is found within the penis of some mammals, including primates, rodents and bats to name a few.


Balefire – A Balefire is a large outdoor fire. They were lit to drive away bad/evil spirits away from a celebration such as Beltane and Samhain.


Baneful Magic – Baneful Magic is a form of magic that has a specific negative intention. It is a term that is used for hexes, jinxes and curses. Unlike most forms of magic, if you have enough anger, rage or strong negative emotion, this can be enough to cast a baneful spell. This is why baneful magic can be so dangerous, because it can be done without conscious thought. If a witch intended to cast a curse, they will be far more focused than something done through unconscious desire.


Banishment – To banish something you are intentionally getting rid of something that is unwanted. It is usually part of preparing an area for spells or rituals. This can also be used to rid yourself of negative or unwanted people.


Baphomet – Baphomet is a symbol of balance in a number of occult and mystical practices. It was the deity the Templars were accused of worshipping, but its modern resurgence comes from The Satanic Temple and the Satanic Bible written by Anton LaVey.


Bard – To be a Bard, is to master song and verse and weave magic with them. They are inspired by all things sacred, and share their innate musical talent to weave magic.


Bell – The Bell is used to clear a space of negative, stagnant or weird energy. They are also a way of calling energy to you, especially in rituals.


Black Magic – Much like Baneful Magic, Black Magic is using magic in a way that will harm, or negatively impact another. Historically, Black Magic was believed to be when a witch called on an evil spirit for evil means.


Black Moon – The Black Moon is the inverse of the Blue Moon; being it is the second New Moon in a single calendar month and the fourth New Moon in a season.


Black Salt – Black Salt is made using the ashes of herbs and incense and mixing it with salt. Black Salt is Black Salt is often referred to as Witches Salt, and is primarily in defensive magick such as protection, banishment and warding against curses and hexes, though it is equally effective to cast curses and hexes.


Blessed be – This is a blessing from one person to another, which indicates that you wish, happiness, abundance, health or all-around positive things for another person.


Blessing – A blessing is a prayer, or wish for another to have divine protection and favour. It can also be used as an approval for something.


Beloved Dead – Beloved Dead refers to people and animals that you have personally known in your lifetime, and unlike ancestors, these people/animals had an impact on your life, and their passing has affected you.


Beltane – Beltane is a Celtic festival that is celebrated on or around May 1st and signifies the start of the warmer months, and is believed to be the time when the Earth is at its most fertile. This has led to the belief that Beltane is a fertility festival.


Besom – The Besom is a witch’s broom, usually round. Over which a married couple jump during a handfasting ceremony or used to “sweep” away bad energy. It is never used to actually sweep the floor, instead it sweeps negativity away.


Bibliomancy – Bibliomancy is a form of divination which uses a random passage from a book and interpreting its wisdom. The bible is a good example of this.


Binding – A magical binding is a specific type of spell that prevents someone from doing something. A binding spell is designed to control, obstruct or deny. Famously, witches in Britain cast a binding spell on Adolf Hitler to stop him from invading Britain.


Bind Rune – A Bind Rune is where you combine two or more Runes for a specific purpose. (You are literally binding the Runes together.) They can become powerful talismans for whatever purpose they were combined. Protection is a very popular purpose for creating Bind Runes.
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