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Dedication


We would like to dedicate this book to the main men in our lives: Phil, Alan, Jase, Willie, and Jep. You love us, support us, and keep us laughing. We love you, respect you, and feel blessed to be your soul mates. Life with you is never boring.


We also give thanks and honor to our Lord Jesus Christ for giving us this opportunity to share our faith with the world. Without His sacrifice on the cross we would not have the hope of eternal life.
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The simple story of Jesus.


Love, Miss Kay




Television is what we do; faith is who we are.


—The Robertson wives





FOREWORD


The distinct sound of a duck call pierced the quiet of the commuter jet cabin just before we landed in Monroe, Louisiana. At least I know I’m in the right place, I thought as I joined my fellow passengers in applause. I don’t know how many people’s travels that day would have anything to do with Duck Dynasty or the Robertson family, but everyone on the flight seemed excited to have finally arrived in the lush green bayou country the Robertsons call home.


As I made my way toward West Monroe to meet the Robertson women for the first time, I had some of the same questions much of America has about them: Are they really who they seem to be—down-to-earth, sincere, commonsense, loving wives and mothers? Do the women really get along and support each other? Do they really love their family as much as the show portrays? Are their children truly as respectful as they come across? And is their sense of humor what the show would have an audience think? In a word, yes. Definitely yes.


Within a few minutes of sitting down for a meal with these women, I began to see that they are the real deal—warm, friendly, gracious, humble, fun, passionate about God, devoted to family, and altogether genuine. There’s no pretense in the Robertson wives. Each one is strong, smart, talented, and enormously capable in her own right, and each keeps the family fame in perspective. While they appreciate the chance to be on a television show that breaks ratings records and makes history, they’re not impressed with themselves; they are focused on the things that really matter. They are committed to timeless values, and they are wholly true to a strong set of unshakable convictions, convictions based on the ancient, proven truth of Scripture. They have learned the hard way that a life of faith is not always easy, but it is always good.


In this book, the Robertson wives are happy to share the stories, insights, and experiences that have made them who they are. With transparency, humility, and forthrightness, they write about the things that have shaped their lives not as television stars, but as human beings—as women who know the same longings and cares, joys and sorrows, victories and struggles as women everywhere. If you have ever wondered why they are the way they are, you’ll find answers in these pages. If you want to move toward a greater commitment to faith, family, and the things that make life truly rich, you will find direction here.


This behind-the-scenes look into the Robertson women’s world is not just made of words; it’s made of influence. Its stories and lessons have the power to shape your life in the most positive ways and the potential to lead you and others into the kind of good life and values-based living that is the foundation of the Robertsons’ success.


The Robertson wives are not clamoring for the spotlight but cooperating with the spotlight, because they understand that for a moment in television history they are part of something that calls millions of people back to the basic goodness of life—and they share that goodness with humor and self-effacing honesty. They don’t pay too much attention to what the world says is important. Their must-haves are not designer clothes or luxury cars. Their must-haves are love, loyalty, kindness, forgiveness, generosity, respect, honest hard work, care for others, and a host of other virtues. The unprecedented popularity of Duck Dynasty makes me wonder if, at the end of the day, these simple qualities are what the heart of America really longs for.


The whole Duck Dynasty phenomenon is a bit of a revolution. It’s certainly turned the world of entertainment on its ear and challenged what many media insiders think America wants to watch. They’re finding out that clean humor, marital fidelity, and prayer before a meal can trump sex, violence, and bad language. The funny thing is, the revolution of Duck Dynasty is not leading us into anything new; it’s simply taking us back to some things our culture is in danger of losing—love, laughter, family, and faith. In the Robertson women these things run deeper than any once-a-week television show could ever convey; they are the very fabric of their lives.


Beth Clark


Nashville, Tennessee





Introducing


THE DUCK COMMANDER WOMEN
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(OTHERWISE KNOWN AS “MISS KAY”)


BORN AND RAISED IN: Born in Vivian, Louisiana; raised in Ida, Louisiana


HUSBAND’S NAME: Phil Alexander Robertson


CHILDREN’S NAMES AND BIRTH YEARS:


Alan (born 1965)


Jason (we call him Jase; born 1969)


Willie (born 1972)


Jeptha (we call him Jep; born 1978)


HUSBAND’S BEST QUALITY: His passionate faith and charismatic personality


FAVORITE DUCK DISH: Duck wraps, though I like pretty much everything if it’s made of duck


LEAST-FAVORITE FOOD: I haven’t yet met a food I didn’t like


TALENT NOT VERY MANY PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT: I can draw and paint


FAVORITE COLOR: Blue


FAVORITE VACATION DESTINATION: Gulf Shores, Alabama


FAVORITE SCRIPTURE: Philippians 4:13, NKJV: “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”


FAVORITE SONG: “Amazing Grace,” the old version and the new one


THE BEST THING ABOUT BEING A ROBERTSON IS: We have a heritage of faith


THREE THINGS I’M THANKFUL FOR:


1. Family: my husband, children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren


2. My grandmother, who shared her faith with me, and my sister, Ann, who is one of my best friends


3. Living in America


MORNING PERSON OR NIGHT PERSON? NIGHT PERSON


ONE THING THAT REALLY GETS ON MY NERVES: Disrespectful children and adults


ONE THING ON MY BUCKET LIST: To have a great seat at a New Orleans Saints football game and to visit with the team


ONE PERSON I REALLY ADMIRE AND WHY: My son Alan. He did not get to have a childhood or do many of the things little boys often get to enjoy doing. He never resented the problems and struggles he had to deal with for ten years during a difficult time in our family’s life.


HOW I FEEL ABOUT HOUSEWORK: I’m not fond of it. I feel blessed to be able to have a housekeeper. Here’s a quick story to make my point. A little girl and her mother came to see me one day. When the girl looked around my house, she said, “Miss Kay, somebody done come here and messed up your how-se!” Her mother was so embarrassed. I wasn’t. I just smiled and said, “Look, we live in this house. We do the best we can, and we have a housekeeper.” I guess the housekeeper had not been there that day. I absolutely loved that child’s honesty.


TOTAL NUMBER OF DAYS SPENT IN A DUCK BLIND: One


BEST ADVICE ANYONE EVER GAVE ME: My grandmother told me, “You’re going to have to fight for your marriage.”


WORST ADVICE ANYONE EVER GAVE ME: “Leave Phil” (when times were tough)


MY GRANDMOTHER ALWAYS SAID: “Pretty is as pretty does.”


I WOULD NEVER LEAVE THE HOUSE WITHOUT: My sense of humor and my American Express card


MY FAVORITE THING TO DO DURING DUCK SEASON IS: Sleep in and go shopping


IF I COULD DO ONE THING TO CHANGE THE WORLD TODAY, I WOULD: Love all the people who have no one to love them and feed as many as I could


WHEN I WAS LITTLE, I WANTED TO GROW UP AND BE: A somewhat modern pioneer woman who became a great wife and mother, had a lot of animals to love, and was the best cook around. I always wanted to have a smile on my face and to be pleasant at all times.
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BORN AND RAISED IN: West Monroe, Louisiana


HUSBAND’S NAME: Marshal Alan Robertson


CHILDREN’S NAMES AND BIRTH YEARS:


Anna (born 1986)


Alex (born 1987)


GRANDCHILDREN: Carley Elizabeth Stone (born 2005), Bailey Kay Stone (born 2007), Corban Marshal Mancuso, to be named after Alan (due March 2014), and another on the way


HUSBAND’S BEST QUALITY: His forgiving heart


FAVORITE DUCK DISH: Duck and dressing


LEAST-FAVORITE FOOD: Crawfish. It’s a long story.


TALENT NOT VERY MANY PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT: My Mexican corn bread is better than Miss Kay’s (and even Miss Kay agrees)!


FAVORITE COLOR: Purple


FAVORITE VACATION DESTINATION: Anywhere on the beach


FAVORITE SCRIPTURE: Proverbs 24:26, NIV 2011: “An honest answer is like a kiss on the lips.”


FAVORITE SONG: “Someone Like You” by Adele


THE BEST THING ABOUT BEING A ROBERTSON IS: Being married to Alan


THREE THINGS I’M THANKFUL FOR:


1. Salvation


2. Love


3. Family


MORNING PERSON OR NIGHT PERSON? I’m a midday person, or a “pretty much anytime” person


ONE THING THAT REALLY GETS ON MY NERVES: People who make fun of those who are disabled or mentally challenged


ONE THING ON MY BUCKET LIST: To live to see my great-great-grandchildren


ONE PERSON I REALLY ADMIRE AND WHY: Lynda Hammitt, a friend and coworker at Duck Commander. She has been to hell and back, and lived to witness about it. Her positive attitude is amazing!


HOW I FEEL ABOUT HOUSEWORK: I don’t mind it. I love a clean house.


TOTAL NUMBER OF DAYS SPENT IN A DUCK BLIND: One


BEST ADVICE ANYONE EVER GAVE ME: “Forgive and move on.”


WORST ADVICE ANYONE EVER GAVE ME: “Use cloth diapers.”


MY GRANDMOTHER ALWAYS SAID: “Eat what’s on your plate. There are starving kids who wish they could have what you leave.”


I WOULD NEVER LEAVE THE HOUSE WITHOUT: Lipstick


MY FAVORITE THING TO DO DURING DUCK SEASON IS: Sleep in


IF I COULD DO ONE THING TO CHANGE THE WORLD TODAY, I WOULD: Tell everyone about Jesus and His love, grace, and salvation


WHEN I WAS LITTLE, I WANTED TO GROW UP AND BE: A nurse. I wanted to be a nurse until I became a mom—and then I knew I couldn’t handle it.
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BORN AND RAISED IN: Lubbock, Texas, but moved to West Monroe, Louisiana, when I was six months old


HUSBAND’S NAME: Jason Silas “Jase” Robertson


CHILDREN’S NAMES AND BIRTH YEARS:


Reed Silas (born 1995)


Cole Foster (born 1997)


Mia Elaine (born 2003)


HUSBAND’S BEST QUALITY: Forgiveness


FAVORITE DUCK DISH: Duck wraps


LEAST-FAVORITE FOOD: Bologna sandwiches. I ate them every day for my school lunch when I was a kid. I can hardly even stomach the smell of them today.


TALENT NOT VERY MANY PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT: Not many people know I sing, have been trained to sing, and have sung my entire life.


FAVORITE COLOR: Green


FAVORITE VACATION DESTINATION: So far? Hawaii, but I plan on exploring this more in the future.


FAVORITE SCRIPTURE: Philippians 2:14: “Do everything without complaining or arguing.” I don’t always live by it, but I try. I want to be a shining star for Him!


FAVORITE SONG: I love music. I always have. I love eighties pop. I love today’s country. I love Christian music. I love big orchestral, classical pieces. I even like some opera. My life has always been full of music.


THE BEST THING ABOUT BEING A ROBERTSON IS: The many people who love and accept me for who I am, faults and all


THREE THINGS I’M THANKFUL FOR:


1. Jesus’ sacrifice for me and His consistent love and forgiveness


2. My husband’s dedication to me and our family


3. The blessing of family


MORNING PERSON OR NIGHT PERSON? Neither. I require a lot of sleep.


ONE THING THAT REALLY GETS ON MY NERVES: Mumblers. It doesn’t matter what people say if no one can understand them!


ONE THING ON MY BUCKET LIST: I really want to visit the Holy Land and see where Jesus walked on the earth


ONE PERSON I REALLY ADMIRE AND WHY: I greatly admire my sister-in-law Lisa. She lived a life of bad choices for a long time, but when she decided to change her life, she truly repented. She is a godly, caring, loving woman, and I am proud to call her my sister.


HOW I FEEL ABOUT HOUSEWORK: I love a clean house! I just hate to clean it. In the past, the first thing I’d splurge on when Jase and I had a little extra money was hiring a housecleaner. I now have it worked into the budget.


TOTAL NUMBER OF DAYS SPENT IN A DUCK BLIND: In twenty-five years with Jase? A grand total of three days. The first time was when Jase and I dated, just to see what he was so obsessed with. The second time was for our first television show on Outdoor Channel. I killed two ducks on that hunt and winged another one. The third time I’ll write about later in the book.


BEST ADVICE ANYONE EVER GAVE ME: “The best thing you can do for your kids is to love their daddy.”


WORST ADVICE ANYONE EVER GAVE ME: “Go ahead, take a bite. It tastes just like chicken.”


MY MOTHER ALWAYS SAID: “If your friends jumped off the Empire State Building, would you?”


I WOULD NEVER LEAVE THE HOUSE WITHOUT: My cell phone


MY FAVORITE THING TO DO DURING DUCK SEASON IS: Eat duck wraps!


WHEN I WAS LITTLE, I WANTED TO GROW UP AND BE: A successful, single woman living in New York City. Then I met Jase.
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BORN AND RAISED IN: West Monroe, Louisiana


HUSBAND’S NAME: Willie Jess Robertson


CHILDREN’S NAMES AND BIRTH YEARS:


John Luke (born 1995)


Sadie (born 1997)


Will (born 2001)


Bella (born 2002)


Rebecca (born 1988; came to live with us in 2005)


HUSBAND’S BEST QUALITY: Besides always being able to make me laugh, Willie is a great leader for our family and to others. Even as a kid, he always loved to take the underdogs and lead them to victory. And most important is his spiritual leadership in our home. He loves God with all his heart, and it shows in how he lives. Plus he’s a great cook! Okay, maybe those are his three best qualities.


FAVORITE DUCK DISH: Duck wraps: duck, jalapeño pepper, and cream cheese wrapped in bacon


LEAST-FAVORITE FOOD: Coconut. I don’t like the texture.


TALENT NOT VERY MANY PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT: I can do a backflip on the trampoline and off the diving board.


FAVORITE COLOR: Green


FAVORITE VACATION DESTINATION: Snow skiing, anywhere


FAVORITE SCRIPTURE: Micah 6:8: “He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”


FAVORITE SONG: “Boondocks” by Little Big Town. Sounds a lot like the Robertsons!


THE BEST THING ABOUT BEING A ROBERTSON IS: It’s never boring! We laugh a lot. But most important, everyone, and I mean everyone, puts God first—and when you do that it makes your relationships so much better.


THREE THINGS I’M THANKFUL FOR:


1. My family


2. My home


3. Getting to travel


MORNING PERSON OR NIGHT PERSON? Definitely night


ONE THING THAT REALLY GETS ON MY NERVES: Mosquitoes


ONE THING ON MY BUCKET LIST: A visit to Africa


ONE PERSON I REALLY ADMIRE AND WHY: My mom. She is hands-down the most unselfish person I know. She is an awesome example of a godly wife, mom, and friend. She’s strong but kind, and she’s busy but always has enough time for you. She puts her family first but has big goals and dreams of her own. She has never let me down. Plus, I wish I had her energy. She never stops!


HOW I FEEL ABOUT HOUSEWORK: I’m a disaster at housework. I like to organize, clean out closets, etc., but nothing ever stays that way. It will look great for about two days and then it’s right back where we started. We are not good at cleaning up as we go along in our house. I like to enjoy life, then when it gets to a certain level, we have what I call “Family Cleanup Time.” I feel like if I’m cleaning, someone else should be too! Plus, it gets done a lot faster if everyone pitches in.


TOTAL NUMBER OF DAYS SPENT IN A DUCK BLIND: One


BEST ADVICE ANYONE EVER GAVE ME: I heard or read somewhere: “A woman can do everything she wants in life, just not all at once.” I was a stay-at-home mom when our kids were little and I loved that; wouldn’t change it for the world. Now I’m a working mom and I love that too. It’s all about balance and patience. You’ve got a lifetime to reach your goals; don’t rush it and put pressure on yourself. You’ll just make yourself and everyone around you stressed.


WORST ADVICE ANYONE EVER GAVE ME: To get that short haircut in the eighties. I have a big head and skinny legs. I looked like a Q-tip.


MY MOTHER ALWAYS SAID: “If you can’t say something nice, don’t say anything at all.” This was usually said in reference to how I talked to my siblings or how they talked to me, but the Bible says one should be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry, so I think she had something there.


I WOULD NEVER LEAVE THE HOUSE WITHOUT: Lip gloss. I feel naked without something on my lips.


MY FAVORITE THING TO DO DURING DUCK SEASON IS: Go back to sleep after Willie crawls out of bed at four A.M. on those cold, rainy mornings. I’ve also been known to take a few shopping trips to New York City with the girls during this time!


IF I COULD DO ONE THING TO CHANGE THE WORLD TODAY, I WOULD: Give all the orphans homes with a loving family.


WHEN I WAS LITTLE, I WANTED TO GROW UP AND BE: A stockbroker (not sure why), an art teacher, and a model—but mostly a mom.
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BORN AND RAISED IN: Born in Bossier, Louisiana; raised in West Monroe, Louisiana


HUSBAND: Jules Jeptha (Jep) Robertson


CHILDREN’S NAMES AND BIRTH YEARS:


Lillian (Lily) Mae (born 2002)


Merritt Decatur (born 2004)


Priscilla June (born 2006)


River Alexander (born 2008)


HUSBAND’S BEST QUALITY: Jep has such a big heart, a heart after God


FAVORITE DUCK DISH: Duck wraps


LEAST-FAVORITE FOOD: Barbecue


TALENT NOT MANY PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT: I can sew really well


FAVORITE COLOR: Red


FAVORITE VACATION ACTIVITY: Snow skiing


FAVORITE SCRIPTURE: 3 John 4: “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.”


FAVORITE SONG: “(Sitting On) The Dock of the Bay” by Otis Redding


THE BEST THING ABOUT BEING A ROBERTSON IS: The abundant love and all the encouragement we share


THREE THINGS I’M THANKFUL FOR:


1. The death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ


2. My husband and my children


3. Family, friends, and other church family


MORNING PERSON OR NIGHT PERSON: Although I grew up a morning person (I was usually in bed by nine P.M.), Jep turned me into a night person. My junior and senior years, I took seven A.M. classes (that’s how much of a morning person I was). Now I can’t seem to get up before seven.


ONE THING THAT REALLY GETS ON MY NERVES: Smacking!!


ONE THING ON MY BUCKET LIST: A vacation in Italy


ONE PERSON I REALLY ADMIRE AND WHY: My mamaw Nellie Fincher. I have learned so much from her about commitment, love, Jesus, selflessness, and true joy. She loves Jesus Christ more than anything or anyone else. She is the most influential woman in my life.


HOW I FEEL ABOUT HOUSEWORK: I really don’t like housework; I hate it! I am a good cleaner; I just hate to do it. I like organization and no clutter.


TOTAL NUMBER OF DAYS SPENT IN A DUCK BLIND: Two, but more to come. I really like hunting. I grew up going with my dad, but it’s hard to go when you have four babies all two years apart.


BEST ADVICE ANYONE EVER GAVE ME: “Keep God first.”


WORST ADVICE ANYONE EVER GAVE ME: “God would never want you to be unhappy.”


MY MOTHER ALWAYS SAID: “Be nice to everyone, no matter where they come from, how much money they have, or the color of their skin.”


I WOULD NEVER LEAVE THE HOUSE WITHOUT: My lipstick or ChapStick


MY FAVORITE THING TO DO DURING DUCK SEASON IS: Plan for Christmas


IF I COULD DO ONE THING TO CHANGE THE WORLD TODAY, I WOULD: Protect children from abusive situations


WHEN I WAS LITTLE, I WANTED TO GROW UP AND BE: An attorney. I now know I would have made a terrible lawyer.





Part One
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HOW I BECAME A ROBERTSON


“Wherever you go, I will go; wherever you live, I will live. Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God. Wherever you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord punish me severely if I allow anything but death to separate us!”


RUTH 1:16–17, NLT
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INTRODUCTION


A Message from the Wives


All of us wives agree that being a Robertson is a privilege and a joy. We are a happy family; we love God, and we love each other. We help and support one another, and we each have a passion to see the others succeed. We work together, play together, pray together, and laugh together.


When people see us around the table at the end of each Duck Dynasty episode, they get a good glimpse into who we are because they can tell we are people of faith. But they do not get a complete picture of what makes our family work, and that is one reason we wrote this book.


We all came into the Robertson family the same way: we fell in love with a Robertson man and believed we could build a good life with him, a life based on faith and family. Of course, we also knew we might spend a good bit of time apart from him during duck season! We all value different aspects of the family and appreciate being part of this remarkable group for different reasons, but we all agree that our family is amazing and wonderful.



Miss Kay: I LOVED THEM BEFORE I KNEW THEM



For as long as I can remember, all I really wanted to do with my life was be the best wife and mother I could possibly be. As my boys began to grow up, I realized I also wanted to be the best mother-in-law I could be. Long before the boys met the women they eventually married, I began to pray for those girls. I prayed for them for years! I asked the Lord to give the boys godly wives who would love Him first and love them second. I don’t believe any of my daughters-in-law ended up in the family by happenstance; God sent each one and each one is perfect for the Robertson man she married.


I believe the two most important decisions and vows we make are: first, to make Jesus Christ the Lord of our lives, and second, to choose godly mates and make lifelong commitments to them. I always knew the wives my sons chose would determine how their faith would grow and develop, and I prayed they would marry women who would help and encourage them spiritually. I am happy and thankful to say God has answered those prayers.


Before my boys started dating, I made up my mind that I would love their wives. I never was one of those women who thought no young lady could be good enough for my son, and I never wanted to be a mother-in-law who competed with a daughter-in-law. I always had a heart to be kind and loving to whomever my sons chose, to be supportive of them and to embrace each one like my own daughter.


Lisa, Missy, Korie, and Jessica all know they can come to me for anything. If they have a fuss with their husbands, they know I will not automatically side with my boys. I will judge a situation according to what is right and wrong, based on what God says in His Word. I am not the kind of person who defends bad behavior just because one of my sons does it. If someone does something wrong, even if it’s one of the boys, I will call it what it is!


I am glad to have such close relationships with my daughters-in-law and to be part of a great family of faith with them. Each one has a different personality and different ways of doing things. But each one is special to me and I love them all dearly!



Jessica: LET’S GET ONE THING STRAIGHT



Somehow, because of Duck Dynasty, people often brand us Robertson wives as “gold diggers.” That might be offensive to us if we were thin-skinned or if it were true. But it is not. In fact, it’s so not true that we always get a good laugh when we hear the latest rumor about how we married our husbands because of their fortunes. People know Miss Kay didn’t marry Phil for his money, and they don’t necessarily see Lisa as a gold digger because they know Alan worked for years as a pastor before joining Duck Commander. But Korie, Missy, and me—people seem to think we plotted and schemed to capture wealthy, long-haired hunters, determined to marry them for their riches. Let me set the record straight.


When Missy married Jase, hardly anyone outside the hunting world had ever heard of him. Missy worked full-time in an administrative role at a local medical clinic to help support the two of them. She never dreamed he would one day become duck call royalty!


Korie and Willie married while they were in college and they laugh now about having to go to a friend’s house to do their laundry. They were on such a tight budget that their favorite mealtime splurge was chicken strips and macaroni and cheese out of a box. Willie has always been an industrious person and a hard worker. All of his life, he has been happy to pick up odd jobs for extra money, but in the early years of his and Korie’s marriage, they were both in college and money was tight. When their children were young, Korie worked in a paid position as children’s minister at our church. She also used her skills as a fine artist to paint detailed pictures on duck calls and sold them at hunting shows.


When I married Jep and for several years afterward, I had numerous jobs, including making hand-sewn heirloom dresses and smocked children’s clothes to sell to boutiques, working as a Realtor, and being a sales representative for a clothing company. Though Jep has always been the head of our home and the leader of our family, I have always tried to contribute financially as best I could. When we first got married, several years before Duck Dynasty started, we lived in a little trailer and could barely make ends meet. We just wanted to be able to pay our bills, buy groceries, and put gas in our cars.


I can say with complete confidence that each one of us wives married her husband because she loved and respected him; we knew they were men we could honor and trust. All of us value and appreciate these men because of who they are on the inside, not because they are now TV stars. We all married them when they had very little, and we were happy. We struggled financially, just as many other couples do—and we were happy. Now God has blessed us with more resources than we have ever had, and we’re still happy. But I can assure you that all of us would rather have strong, solid marriages with godly men than have all the riches this world could offer. And you can take that to the bank!
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THE CHEERLEADER AND THE QUARTERBACK


Miss Kay


I cannot remember a time in my life when I did not want to grow up, get married, and raise a family. I can remember a couple of times when I wanted to be an airline stewardess or a teacher, but those did not last very long. Being a wife and mother was always my dream, and it was never far from my mind. As I mentioned earlier, I not only wanted to be a wife and mother, I wanted to be the best wife and mother on earth. I believed that if I could do that, I would have a happy family and a great life.


As a child, the best role models I had were my grandparents. I loved my mom and dad, too, but my mother did some strange things I later found out were due to alcohol use, and my father, whom I adored, died when I was only fourteen years old. Before he passed away, my parents ran the local store in our community, a business that was in our family for seventy-five years. Taking care of the store took most of their time, so I spent a lot of time either at the store visiting with customers or with my grandparents.


A POWERFUL INFLUENCE



My grandmother, whom I called Nannie, loved to tell me stories from the old days and had a powerful influence on me. She married at the age of fifteen. She went to school for a short time before she had to quit but learned a lot about life because she survived some very hard times. She was also a woman of wisdom, because she was a woman of great faith, and faith and wisdom usually go together. She was a great cook and spent a lot of time working in the kitchen, like many women of her generation—before microwaves and the other gadgets that make cooking easy these days. She had a big, full garden and taught me all about gardening. At her house I had the best time picking vegetables, shelling peas, and shucking corn with her in preparation for a meal. She seemed to be cooking all the time and taught me to cook at a young age. One of my very favorite ways to spend time with Nannie was to stay right beside her and cook with her. We developed a very strong bond in the kitchen together, whether I was helping her cook her daily meals for the workers at my parents’ store or helping her prepare smaller meals for our family. I definitely got my now-famous kitchen abilities from my grandmother, and Phil says he will always love her for that!


One of my favorite things to do when I was young was to spend my evenings after supper sitting and talking with Nannie in the big swing that sat in her yard. We spent hours and hours just swaying back and forth, talking about all kinds of things and waving to every car that drove by. I have wonderful memories of those times.


I also remember watching Nannie and my grandfather together. In one room of their house were two maple rocking chairs with a gas heater between them, and they sat in those chairs every day as Nannie read the Bible to my grandfather. In their bedroom were two double beds with a nightstand between them. When I spent the night with my grandparents, I slept with Nannie while my grandfather slept in the other bed, which I guess he did every night. Even though they did not sleep in the same bed, they both reached out and held hands across the nightstand, and I always thought that was so sweet. When we woke up the next morning, Nannie never failed to take my grandfather a cup of coffee, very early. That daily act of kindness touched me and I never forgot it. My grandmother had a true servant’s heart, and she deeply loved her husband.


Because my grandmother was such an important part of my life and such a good example to me, her words carried a lot of weight. We never talked about anything intimate when it came to boys or men because people simply did not do that in her day, but she always told me that marriage is “one man, one wife—for life.” I believed that as a child, and I still believe it today. I knew from a very young age that when I met the man I wanted to marry, I would stick with him!



A PERFECT MATCH



Phil says he and I have always been a perfect match. We started going together when I was in the ninth grade and he was in the tenth grade. He was the star quarterback of our high school football team, and I was a cheerleader. I was so happy to be dating him once we got together! We took a little break when hunting season started just after Christmas that year because Phil wanted to spend his free time hunting and decided he did not have time for a girlfriend. But then my dad died suddenly and Phil came to his funeral. I think he was trying to send the message that he cared about me—and it worked. I was glad he showed up, even though we did not have a chance to talk.


My dad had been my rock and my protector. I always felt safe with him and wanted to marry someone with qualities similar to his. I knew Phil was the same type of strong, protective person my dad was, so in many ways Phil became like a replacement for my dad. He gave me back some of what I lost when my dad passed away. In addition, he was everything I wanted in a man. I had always wanted someone outdoorsy and someone who was strong and courageous. That was Phil!


A few weeks after my dad died, Phil asked me out and, of course, I went. We have basically been together ever since. My mother also started dating not too long after my dad passed away, so within several months of his death, she and I were both dating at the same time. That was not always good. I needed her help and guidance because I had not been in a relationship with a guy before, but she was not available. Plus, she was not in favor of my dating Phil because his family did not have much money. That was a lot more important to her than it was to me. During that time, I spent less time at home with my mother and more time at the Robertsons’ house, surrounded by a happy, loving family.


As Phil and I grew closer, we faced the same temptations most young people deal with when they are in love. I did not know how to handle those feelings. My mother was not available to talk to and I felt I could not mention something like sex to my grandmother. I had always been a “good” girl. I was not the slightest bit adventurous as a child. I obeyed and I behaved. As a teenager I had to figure out a lot of things for myself. I was on my own when it came to knowing what to do about a physical relationship with Phil.


I always believed people should only sleep with one person, and I knew I wanted to marry Phil someday, so he would be that person for me. We did have sex before we got married and I did get pregnant. I know that these days, with Duck Dynasty on TV, some people think Phil and I are way too open about our sex life. In fact, some people in our own family are still shocked by the way we talk about it! I just have two things to say about that. First, we’re married, and married people have sex. Second, I wish someone had been open with me and talked about sex when I was dating Phil. I desperately needed somebody to teach me what it was all about and help me understand how to deal with my young, intense feelings for him.
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