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  Those who can, do.

  Those who can’t, teach.

  And those who can do neither write about those who can do and teach.

  This is for all those who have taught me to write

  and

  encouraged me to do so.

  It’s also for Brent and Kyle.


  ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

  When it comes to the Philadelphia Eagles, every fan has a favorite football player. Some of those favorites are members of the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio, and others are waiver-wire acquisitions and free-agent signings. But over the course of a lifetime of being a sports fan, some players are just more memorable than others. Be it their on-field accomplishments, an offseason activity, an off-the-wall behavior, or a high school or college familiarity, some players just stand out. That’s why these former Eagles are remembered here.

  Success (or lack thereof) on the gridiron is an interesting concept. A pro football player who is perceived as not very good (or, in Philadelphia, as a “bum”) is probably better than any football player you have ever seen. It is a case of degrees. To attain the dream of playing in the National Football League, that player is a very special athlete.

  Success (or lack thereof) on the gridiron also means very little once the final whistle blows. No matter how good or bad a certain player may have been, they all have shared their skin, blood, sweat, and tears in an effort to fulfill their dreams. At the end of their playing days lies a bold new frontier, a new chance to make their mark on another of life’s playing fields.

  Some of these former players made their most memorable marks on the field, whereas others achieved their greatest moments and successes in life only after their football careers ended. The fact is that many have never known greatness, living their lives out of the spotlight following football. But no matter what, they did enjoy their moments in the sun, or on a frozen tundra, which is still frozen in the minds of their fans.

  Philadelphia Eagles: Where Have You Gone? is one of my dreams come true. The players I spoke with all were outstanding athletes who had dreams of their own. Some came true, others didn’t. But regardless of the level of their success, they were proud members of an organization that has the most loyal, demanding, vocal and sometimes frustrated fans in the National Football League.

  The original release of this book back in 2004 came about thanks to the help of some wonderful people. The great Jim Gallagher, a fellow graduate of the late, great Northeast Catholic High School in Philadelphia, is a member of the Eagles Honor Roll. While he never played a down for the team, he was a fixture in the Birds organization from 1949 to 1995. During his tenure with the team, he worked with 17 head coaches and 12 owners, general managers, and team presidents in capacities that included director of public relations, personnel director, associate director of sales and marketing, and director of alumni operations/traveling secretary. Jim was kind enough to temporarily come out of his well-deserved retirement to help me with this project. As the late, great Philadelphia baseball icon, Richie Ashburn, would have said, Jim has a mind like a steel trap.

  Philadelphia Eagles: Where Have You Gone? would have never happened without Jim Gallagher—not in 2004 and not in 2015. Thanks Jim. We old Falcons have to stick together!

  The Eagles organization was also great to work with. In 2004 it was Derek Boyko and Scott Horner who made my life easier. In 2015 it was Anthony Bonagura. Thanks so much for your help.

  One of the cool things about writing sports books is the fact that you meet and interact with players and coaches and management types who help you understand the topic and offer their unique perspective. But for me the fun didn’t end there.

  As someone who appreciates the written word and those who use words well in their writing, I also had the opportunity to include the input of the best football writer I’ve ever read—Ray Didinger. I have been fortunate enough to read his writing for most of my adult life. A member of the writer’s honor roll in the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio, Didinger covered the NFL for more than 25 years with the Philadelphia Bulletin and the Philadelphia Daily News. A regular panel member of Eagles Postgame live on Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia, he shares a panel with Michael Barkann, Brian Westbrook and former Pennsylvania governor and Philadelphia mayor, Ed Rendell. He has also authored books which include The Super Bowl: Celebrating a Quarter Century of America’s Greatest Game; Football America: Celebrating Our National Passion (with Don Shula); and The Ultimate Book of Sports Movies (with Philadelphia sports personality Glen Macnow).

  Ray was kind enough to take time from his busy schedule to talk with me about two of his favorite subjects and mine—pro football and the Philadelphia Eagles. While I might have my own thoughts and perspective on some of the players included in this work, Ray offers his perspective, knowledge, and experience which got him into the Hall of Fame. When you see Ray on television or listen to him on the radio, he comes off like a really good guy. I can attest to that. Ray Didinger is a class act and a good man. Thank you, Ray Didi.

  And then there remains the quintessential Eagles fan—my friend, mechanic, financial advisor, philosopher and neighbor—Larry Leder. Larry gladly shared his volumes of stats, magazines, and directories as well as his personal perspective as a fan. He also shared memories of certain plays and particular players that also made my job easier.

  There are also lots of long-term friends who are always there, like “Buffalo” Bob Scott; Bob Meizinger; Bob Smylie; Mark Turnbull; the world’s greatest DJ, the lovely Angela Mason; my wonderful friend, Elissa Walker-Campbell, who has invited me many times as a guest on her fantastic show, the Big E Sports Show, on Yahoo radio; Jim Groff; Mike Green and my former editor at the Providence Journal-Bulletin, Bud Barker. Couldn’t have done any of this without any of you!

  The people at Skyhorse Publishing make writing fun. A big thank you is in order for my go-to person at Skyhorse, Julie Ganz. Absolutely could not have done any of this without her either!

  Enjoy!!


  Chapter One

  _____________

  THE SIGNAL CALLERS

  

  Where Have You Gone?

  _____________

  RON JAWORSKI

  When it comes to Eagles quarterbacks, few had the long and successful run that Ron Jaworski enjoyed in Philadelphia. After joining the club from the Los Angeles Rams in exchange for tight end Charles Young in 1977, Jaws spent ten solid seasons under center for the Birds.

  There were better quarterbacks in the NFL, but not many. The Polish Rifle had a strong arm and good accuracy. There were bigger signal callers in the NFL, but when he needed to scramble to pick up a few key yards, Jaworski played as big as necessary. But in addition to his physical talents, it was his desire, dedication and fierce competitiveness that separated Ron Jaworski from the remainder of the pack.

  He amassed seven club passing records, including completions, touchdowns and yards. The confidence that Coach Dick Vermeil showed in Jaworski was repaid time and again, most notably in 1980 when he led the team to Super Bowl XV against the Oakland Raiders, earned Player of the Year Honors and was an All-Pro selection.

  “I think the world of the guy,” said Hall of Fame writer and Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia commentator, Ray Didinger. “He was the perfect quarterback for Dick Vermeil’s team. It was all about the team and not about the individual. Jaws was a real team guy. He truly didn’t care about his passing statistics. All he ever cared about was winning the game.
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      #7 • RON JAWORSKI

      Youngstown State • Hgt: 6-2 • Wgt: 196 • Born: March 23, 1951

    

    Position: Quarterback

    15-Year NFL Career

    4,117 Att • 2,187 Comp • 53.1% • 28,190 Yds • 179 TDs • 164 Ints

    Eagles 10 Years (1977-1986)

    3,978 Att • 2,088 Comp • 52% • 26,963 Yds • 175 TDs • 151 Ints

  

  “The relationship between he and Vermeil was interesting. Vermeil was like a father to him. Ronnie lost his dad at an early age and Vermeil became a father figure to him. Dick influenced him both on and off the football field. Dick was tough on Ronnie, just like he was tough on everyone else. Jaws had a cannon of an arm, but didn’t really know the quarterback position when he came over from the Rams. But Dick turned him from a thrower into a quarterback. Ron to this day says that his successes in life, not just in football but after football, are a result of all that Vermeil taught him.”

  A durable leader on and off the playing field, Jaworski played in 116 consecutive regular-season games.

  “Ronnie J was like a guard who got to play quarterback,” said teammate Jerry Sizemore. “What a competitor and what a nice guy. He fit right in and was an outstanding quarterback.”

  A young and untested quarterback when he arrived in Philadelphia, Jaworski had a huge supporter in Coach Dick Vermeil. The coach’s belief in No. 7 saw him through some tough stretches, as very demanding fans wanting to see their young quarterback mature overnight. It made for some challenging times. But Jaws believed in himself as much as his coach did, and he became a steady, if not spectacular QB, as well as an unquestioned team leader.

  “Jaws was like having another Dick Vermeil on the field with you,” said receiver Mike Quick, who once teamed up with Jaworski for a 99-yard touchdown pass. “He was very, very smart as a player. I always knew when the ball would come my way. He was very good at reading defenses and getting the ball to the right hands.”

  As Jaworski’s skills at the quarterback position blossomed, his leadership skills and physical and mental toughness became apparent. He may have been booed by Philadelphia fans at times in his career, but those tough critics also respect his character.

  “In Philadelphia, toughness really matters,” said Didinger. “People respect how tough Jaws was and that he never blamed anyone else. Part of the quarterback position is taking the bullet. You don’t blame your offensive line, or a receiver who drops a pass. He never turned on a teammate and never turned on the fans.”

  His best year statistically came in the 1980 Super Bowl season when Jaworski had one of the best seasons a Philadelphia Eagles QB has ever had. He completed 57 percent of his passes for a career-high 3,529 yards and 27 TDs, also a career best.

  Jaworski threw for 3,000 yards four times in his career and connected on at least 16 touchdown passes eight times. He was steady, durable and as tough a quarterback as there was in the National Football League.

  “Ron was everything in terms of a team leader and quarterback,” said tight end Vyto Kab. “He was a leader on the field with his performance, his preparation and his dedication. He was definitely in control. Off the field, he was very personable. Ron was the kind of guy who would make you feel comfortable whether you were a star or a guy who just made the team.”

  The desire of Coach Buddy Ryan to bring Randall Cunningham along as his quarterback resulted in Jaworski’s playing time being cut, as he attempted just 245 passes in 1986. Clearly not in Ryan’s plans, Jaws moved on to Miami in 1988 and Kansas City the following year before calling it a career.

  After his retirement Jaworski maintained a high profile in the Philadelphia area with numerous business ventures and charitable causes. In 1991 he founded Ron Jaworski Management, Inc., a multifaceted company that not only manages his businesses and personal affairs, but also those companies and organizations with which he is involved.

  His broadcast career with ESPN, NFL Films, and NFL.com has made him a well-known football analyst. He has been involved with the Arena Football League franchise in Philadelphia, The Soul, and also owns three businesses that fall under the Ron Jaworski Management umbrella—Valleybrook Golf Club, The Chateau Resort, and The Showcase Sports Apparel Store.

  

  Where Have You Gone?

  _____________

  JEFF KEMP

  When it comes to former Eagles quarterback Jeff Kemp, it seems fair to say that the apple didn’t fall far from the tree. While the younger Kemp didn’t have as much success on the football field as his father—the late Jack Kemp, former Buffalo Bills standout QB and the then-future vice-presidential candidate—Jeff Kemp does have the same dedication to God, family and living life the right way.

  “I always expected to play football my whole life because my dad had done it,” Jeff Kemp said. “We talked football a lot, but he never pushed me into it. We’d throw the football a lot. I was 11 when he retired, so I was pretty fortunate to have been able to go to War Memorial Stadium in Buffalo and throw the football around with guys like Paul Maguire.

  “I’m very proud of my parents. I have great parents in Jackie and Joanne Kemp. They are a team. My mom deserves a lot of the credit for my dad’s being able to do what he did. I love the fact that my dad played professional football and I am very proud of the type of athlete he was and all he’s done in public service.

  “I played 11 years and never thought that I’d be a back up. I always thought that I’d play regularly and get to the Super Bowl. I didn’t think like a back up.”

  During most of his career, Kemp was a back-up signal caller. But he did have his moments in the sun with the Los Angeles Rams in 1984 and with San Francisco in 1986. He was acquired by the Eagles during the 1991 season and saw plenty of action after going through a crash course in the Philadelphia offense.
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      #16 • JEFF KEMP

      Dartmouth • Hgt: 6-1 • Wgt: 200 • Born: July 11, 1959

    

    Position: Quarterback

    11-Year NFL Career

    916 Att • 479 Comp • 52.3% • 6,230 YDs • 39 TDs • 40 Ints

    Eagles One Year (1991)

    114 Att • 57 Comp • 50% • 546 YDs • 5 TDs • 5 Ints

  

  “It was an amazing situation,” he said. “I only had a few weeks there, but a ton happened. I was with Seattle and lost my starting spot and my job there on the same day, after an ESPN Sunday night game. The Eagles picked me up, and I had to learn the system with Zeke Bratkowski, one of the coaches. Randall Cunningham was hurt, Jim McMahon was hobbled, and Brad Goebel didn’t have a lot of experience.

  “I had a blast. It’s an intense city. You play football for the pressure. We had some intense games there and I played a lot. In my first game I got a concussion. My wife and kids had just gotten there. The last four weeks I played more than anyone else. We lost to Dallas, but beat the Redskins, which is one of the greatest memories I have. We were getting snookered by Washington, which was my hometown team. But we got three touchdowns and a field goal in the second half to win the game.”

  The Eagles went 10-6 but missed the playoffs. Kemp came back to training camp in 1992 but lost his spot on the roster to David Archer. He returned home to the Seattle area waiting for an NFL team to call, which didn’t happen. Although he did get an opportunity to sign with the Cincinnati Bengals the following summer, Jeff Kemp felt that it was time to move on.

  “I feel it was like God crushed the need for football out of me,” he said. “When I played I tried to make the team and the people around me better by trying to be a gutsy team member. My family, honoring God and treating people right mattered the most to me.”

  Following his career, Jeff Kemp became executive director of Washington Family Council, now Families Northwest, in 1993. He has used his leadership and speaking abilities to strengthen families, leaders and society by casting a vision for improving family life and fostering a marriage movement in Washington State. The team networks with leaders from all segments of society—business, community, church, government and media.

  In 2012, Kemp joined Family Life, as a Vice President and Home Builder Catalyst. Family Life is a national ministry leader in marriage conferences, radio outreach and empowering resources to heal and strengthen family. As he speaks and trains throughout the United States, Kemp passes on dynamic lessons that he learned during his 11 years as a professional athlete.

  The late Jack Kemp and Jeff are one of just eight sets of father/son quarterbacks to play in the National Football League. The others are Archie Manning and Peyton, as well as Eli; Bob Griese and Brian; Phil Simms and Chris; David Whitehurst and Charlie; Oliver Luck and Andrew; and Emery Nix and Kent.

  Jeff and his wife, Stacy, live in Little Rock, Arkansas. They have four children—Kyle, Kory, Kolby and Keegan.

  

  Where Have You Gone?

  _____________

  PETE LISKE

  A graduate of Penn State, Pete Liske guided the Nittany Lions to Gator Bowl appearances in 1961 and ’62 and was the MVP of the Hula Bowl Game following his senior year. After a brief stint with the New York Jets, he had a brilliant career in the Canadian Football league with the Calgary Stampeders. In fact, he won MVP honors in 1967.

  Liske went back to the NFL in 1969 with the Denver Broncos for the 1969 and ’70 seasons. The following season, he became the starting quarterback for the Philadelphia Eagles.

  “We had a good run one year and finished up well,” he said. “Then we stumbled the next year. But we had some big wins. We had a good group of receivers, Harold Jackson, Harold Carmichael and Ben Hawkins. Jackson led the league in receiving, so we had some success.

  “Jackson was extremely quick and fast. He ran nice, quick routes and had good hands. Carmichael started out as a tight end. He was a helluva target. And Hawkins was the classic pro receiver. He ran great patterns and could make the great catches.”

  As was the case with most quarterbacks, Liske understood that the signal caller was often credited with the success of the offense as well as any failures they endured. All things considered, he felt the Eagles faithful were knowledgeable and fair.
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      #14 • PETE LISKE

      Penn State • Hgt: 6-2 • Wgt: 200 • Born: May 24, 1941

    

    Position: Quarterback

    Five-Year NFL Career

    778 Att • 396 Comp • 50.9% • 30 TDs • 46 Ints

    Eagles Two Years (1971-1972)

    407 Att • 214 Comp • 52% • 14 TDs • 22 Ints

  

  “It was frustrating at times because we didn’t have the success we would have liked,” he said. “We probably had more downs than ups. But if you did well, the fans were with you. If not, they let you know about it. I always thought that Philadelphia was a fine city and that the fans were fair. Their passion for sports is well known.”

  Liske was well liked by his teammates, who admired his tenacity on the field.

  “Pete wasn’t like one of these guys with a Southern drawl,” said former Eagles running back Lee Bouggess. “He was like a New York-minded guy. He was fun to be around. We used to talk before the game to come up with things to do if the game plan wasn’t working well enough. Unlike a lot of quarterbacks, he never got angry if we messed up.”

  He was also the type of player who got the most out of his ability. It was that characteristic that helped make him an appreciated athlete in a tough sports town.

  “Pete was a guy who had a good time playing football,” said another former Eagle, Billy Walik. “He played at a certain level. His talent was limited, he was not a great passer or runner. But he made a helluva lot of progress with the talent he did have. Pete was a pretty good generalist out there.”

  Former General Manager Pete Retzlaff echoed those sentiments about the former Penn State QB.

  “Pete Liske was a good quarterback,” he said. “He was very intelligent. Unfortunately, we didn’t surround him with a better ball club. He knew football very well and had won a championship in Canada.”

  After his playing days ended, Pete Liske got involved in the business world before returning to football as an official. He spent four years officiating in college followed by six years in the NFL. Because of his experience as a player, he had a unique feel for the game and for what the players were trying to accomplish. Liske felt very comfortable on the playing field.

  But the league instituted a rating system that at times rewarded officials for making penalty calls rather than letting the game proceed at its own course. That caused this football purist to have some second thoughts.

  “I got frustrated because you had officials looking for penalties to be rewarded for making what were considered correct calls,” Liske said. “Officials weren’t being taught how the game was played.”

  He then returned to the college ranks and became athletic director at Idaho from 1992 to ’96 and at Toledo from 1996 to 2001.

  He has also worked at his alma mater, Penn State, helping to secure donations and gifts for capital projects, endowments and special funds.

  He hopes that Philadelphia fans will appreciate his efforts on the playing field.
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