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I love thee, I love but thee

With a love that shall not die

Till the sun grows cold

And the stars grow old.

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE












	
[image: image] Published by Howard Books, a division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.


1230 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10020


www.howardpublishing.com




Fun & Creative Dates for Married Couples—52 Ways to Enjoy Life Together! © 2008 by Dave Bordon and Associates, LLC

All rights reserved, including the right to reproduce this book or portions thereof in any form whatsoever. For information, address Howard Subsidiary Rights Department, 1230 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10020.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Fun & creative dates for married couples : 52 ways to enjoy life together!


        p. cm.


    1. Married people. 2. Dating (Social customs) I. Howard Books. II. Title: Fun and creative dates for married couples.


    HQ734.F943 2008


    646.7’8—dc22

2008013738

ISBN-13: 978-1-4391-0547-4


ISBN-10: 1-4391-0547-2

HOWARD and colophon are registered trademarks of Simon & Schuster, Inc.

Project developed by Bordon Books, Tulsa, Oklahoma


Project writing and compilation: Christy Phillippe, Shawna McMurry, and Rayné Bordon in association with Bordon Books; Rebecca Currington in association with Snapdragon GroupSM Editorial Services


Edited by Chrys Howard


Illustrations by Vanda Grigorovic

All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved.

Visit us on the World Wide Web:


http://www.SimonSays.com






Introduction



You try to set aside a date night each week. Time just for the two of you; time to rekindle the passion, stoke the embers. Not an easy task these days. You are both so overwhelmed by a schedule that would fluster a politician two weeks before election day. Besides that, the dates—when you get them—have become a little “been there, done that.”



If that sounds like you and your spouse, this little book could be the answer to your prayers. Inside, there are fifty-two (one for each week) suggestions for date night. Many are inexpensive or cost nothing at all. Others will require you to plan carefully and put some money away ahead of time. There are fun dates, reflective dates, extreme dates, dates that focus on conversation—all kinds of dates. Each one contains that magical element we call romance.



As you read, may you find just what you need to revitalize your date night—or day—and put the “marvelous” back into your marriage.








 





What is Love?

Patience

Kindness

Generosity

Humility

Selflessness

Courtesy

Holiness

Honesty










1. Music Makes the World Go ’Round



[image: image]

Do you love rock and roll, or is jazz more your style? Whatever your musical taste, a concert can be a great place to let loose and enjoy some time together doing something out of the ordinary. If you both enjoy the same types of music, pick an artist or group you both love. If your musical tastes differ, each of you should choose a concert you’d like to go to. If you can, attend both. If not, flip a coin to decide whose pick to go with. Regardless of who wins the coin toss, join in and have fun as if you’re the group’s biggest fan.

[image: image]Budget

$$ Prices will vary depending on the location of the seats and the popularity of the artist. For an inexpensive date, look for a free outdoor concert in your area.


[image: image]Over the Top

Make the evening more memorable by splurging on front row seats or backstage passes.


[image: image]Get Connected


	If you have a specific artist or group in mind, visit their website for concert information.

	Key search words: concerts, bands followed by your city and state






Life is a flower of which love is the honey.

VICTOR HUGO












2. Old-Fashioned Hayride



Organize an old-fashioned hayride for the two of you—or invite a few other romantically inclined couples to join you. Before you get started, to get yourself in the mood, rake some leaves on a crisp, golden, autumn day. When you’ve got the biggest pile you can possibly make, hold hands and take a running leap right onto it. Lie down and gaze up at the blue sky and puffy clouds, just as you did when you were kids.

[image: image]Budget

$$ Relatively inexpensive


[image: image]What to Take


	Warm clothing

	Blankets

	Fixings to make s’mores



[image: image]Steps to Success:

Be sure to wear warm, layered clothing that can be added or removed easily as the weather dictates.


[image: image]Over the Top:


	End the hayride at a bonfire with a great grilled dinner waiting.

	Take along a CD player with your favorite guitar music to enjoy with the bonfire.



[image: image]Get Connected:

Key search words: horses, hayride, horse ranch
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3. Let’s Get Festive



Plan a day-trip to a local or surrounding area “street festival.” A lot of these festivals revolve around the produce of that locale such as a grape festival, pecan festival, or watermelon festival. There are usually lots of activities planned around the event including carnivals, fairs, craft shows, and even antique car shows. Of course, the food is the main attraction! If you attend a peach festival, for example, then you are sure to find treats such as peach jam, pies, ice cream, and anything else peach you can imagine. And since most of these festivals occur in quaint, historic towns, you’ll be able to explore all their unique sites of interest as well. Did you know there is a town that has the “world’s largest rocking chair”? Who knows what you will find! You might even want to stay the weekend!
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$-$$ (just enough for gas and food for the day)


[image: image]What to Take


	Casual clothes (light jacket for evening, if needed)

	Good walking shoes

	Fun CD for the road

	Camera for all those local points of interest

	Water bottles



[image: image]Steps to Success


	Be on the road early so you will have the entire day to explore.

	Make sure your car has been serviced (oil change, tire pressure checked, etc.).



[image: image]Over the Top


	Plan to stay the weekend at a local motel or bed-and-breakfast.

	Buy a neat souvenir to remind you of your trip.



[image: image]Get Connected


	If the festival has a separate website, check for schedule of events.

	The town hosting the event may also have a site. Look for local areas of interest.

	Key search words: festivals, tourism followed by your state










4. Picnicking Under the Stars



What could be more romantic than a night sky? That’s easy: two lovers out under it! For a date that will put stars in your eyes, try the following ideas:


	Picnic under the stars at twilight.

	As the sky deepens, learn the constellations and point them out to each other.

	If you picnic during July or August, you may be able to witness the Perseid meteor shower.

	Look for shooting stars and make wishes on them.

	Contemplate the harvest moon.

	Cuddle in a sleeping bag for two as twilight turns to velvety darkness.



[image: image]Budget

$ (food for the picnic)


[image: image]What to Take


	Picnic blanket and supplies

	Warm clothing

	Sleeping bags (or a bag for two)



[image: image]Steps to Success


	Check the weather.

	Pick a field or meadow outside of town with an unimpeded view of the sky. Be sure it is a safe place.



[image: image]Over the Top:


	Take a deck of cards or board game and play by flashlight.

	Consider visiting your local planetarium. After the show, go outside and see if you can name the stars or locate a constellation.

	Discuss the universe and our world on the drive home. Watch out—this could lead to an even deeper discussion about the meaning of life.



[image: image]Get Connected:

Key search words: Planets, stars, constellations, planetariums, universe
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