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Dear Reader,

Congratulations! Expecting a new baby is an exciting time. While there’s a lot to prepare for, it is a journey filled with hopeful anticipation and fun. Choosing your baby’s name should be a joyful process, though not always an easy one. With so many factors and options to consider, it might even seem overwhelming at times. But with this book you’ll be well equipped to explore a wide world of names and on your way to narrowing down to just the right one for your new bundle of joy. With 25,000 new names added in this new edition, you’ll have plenty to choose from.

Hayden, Aiden, or Braden? Hailey, Bayley, or Kaylee? What about a simple Emma or Jack? Whether trendy, one of a kind, or old-fashioned, your child’s name will likely be a reflection of the times as well as your own personal tastes and values. One thing that all parents have in common is wanting the best for their child, so the best choice you can make when selecting your baby’s name will be the one that, ultimately, feels right in your heart.

So grab a pad and a pen, start skimming through the book’s name dictionary and sidebars, highlight your favorite choices, and, most of all, enjoy the process. Your new little star is waiting to be named!

June Rifkin







Welcome to the EVERYTHING® Series!

These handy, accessible books give you all you need to tackle a difficult project, gain a new hobby, comprehend a fascinating topic, prepare for an exam, or even brush up on something you learned back in school but have since forgotten.

You can choose to read an Everything® book from cover to cover or just pick out the information you want from our four useful boxes: e-questions, e-facts, e-alerts, and e-ssentials. We give you everything you need to know on the subject, but throw in a lot of fun stuff along the way, too.

We now have more than 400 Everything® books in print, spanning such wide-ranging categories as weddings, pregnancy, cooking, music instruction, foreign language, crafts, pets, New Age, and so much more. When you’re done reading them all, you can finally say you know Everything®!
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Best wishes to all expectant moms and dads.
May your new baby be healthy, happy, and
live up to the fabulous name you pick!
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The Top 10 Things to Consider when Choosing a Name for Your Baby

1. How popular is the name? You may love “Jacob” or “Isabella,” but on the first day of school, your child may be one of five other “Jacobs” or “Isabellas.”

2. Odd spellings of popular names are, well, just odd spellings. Chances are “Jakob” and “Izabellah” will have to forever correct people from misspelling their names.

3. Be mindful of nicknames. Your daughter Natalie might wind up becoming “Natty,” and your son James, “Jimbo.”

4. Beware of names that rhyme with something strange (for example, a pretty name like “June” rhymes with “goon” and “baboon”) or that rhyme with your last name, like “Mark Clark” or “Toni Baroni.”

5. Pair it up with your last name and see how it sounds. “Chantal Moreau” rolls of the tongue a lot more smoothly than “Chantal Berkowitz.”

6. Avoid names that might prompt teasing from other kids. “Luna” (meaning “moon”) is lovely but can sound like “Looney” to a bully.

7. Honor your heritage, but also honor your child. While you’re proud of your cultural or family roots, an American-born child named Ionut Pupazon may be picked on.

8. Note those initials. Samantha Emily Xavier and Patrick Ian Granville will become S.E.X. and P.I.G. on a monogrammed sweater.

9. It’s okay to ask for opinions from family and friends, but remember that the ultimate choice is the one you (and your partner) like best.

10. A name is for life. Choose well and wisely.





Introduction

YOU’RE ABOUT TO WELCOME a new baby into your life, and this bundle of joy needs a name. Seems easy to figure out, right? Think back to your teens when you scribbled down dozens of great names and kept them on file for when you had a baby. If you’ve found your old list and still love those names, you’ve got a head start. If not, the search is on.

To get started, create a list of all the important factors you want to consider in choosing a name for your baby. Ask yourself the following questions:

• Is there someone you care about or admire—living or deceased—for whom you want your baby to be named?

• Are you only considering using names that begin with a particular letter of the alphabet?

• Is there a special place that you might consider using as a name?

• Do you have a passion for something that inspires a great name?

• If you’re spiritual, would your prefer a name that reflects your beliefs or religious heritage?

• Do you feel a strong enough affinity to your (or your partner’s) family heritage to consider a more ethnic or culturally influenced name?

• If you have other children, would you consider getting them involved in the selection process?

• How crucial is the meaning of a name in making your selection?

Thinking about your priorities and making note of these criteria will help you narrow your focus considerably.

Do your tastes run traditional or trendy? Traditional names like Michael and Elizabeth remain popular among trendy choices like Jayden, Logan, and Chloe. But trendy has its place, too. Madison, Ethan, Olivia, and Aiden seem more common than ever among the tried and true. If you want to be traditional and trendy, creative spellings or hybrid names might be an option. Michael becomes “Mykal” and Emily becomes “Emalee”; David and Shawn merge into “Dashawn”; and Jessica and Lynn combine to form “Jessalyn.”

Something else to consider is how your child might connect with his or her name. Frank Zappa, the late rock music legend, had four children, whom he named Moon Unit, Dweezil, Ahmet Emuukah Rodan, and Diva Muffin. The kids actually thrived well through the years; Moon had a hit record, and Dweezil had a cooking show on television. The quirkiness of their names helped build character. But if Dad had been a hard-working insurance broker in Cincinnati, the kids would likely have had quite a different destiny and maybe a few identity issues to boot.

Names are our identities. Even if we don’t love our names, most of us learn to live with them and form our personas around them. Many of us come to truly embrace our names as we reach adulthood—and if not, we’re free to choose new ones.

As you search for the right name for your baby, keep in mind how your own name may have shaped your life. Was your name popular, or were you the only one in your school? How did your name make you feel? Finally, use the name dictionary to learn the origins and meanings of different names. Check out the sidebars of name lists and tips, too. Make note of the names you like, and have your partner do the same. Better yet, do it together. Have a discussion, and narrow your choices. Then, get ready for the big birthday!





CHAPTER 1

What’s in a Name?


Whether at a party, at Reception at the doctor’s office, or walking into a restaurant for your dinner reservation, the first thing you’re likely to say is “Hi, I’m ________.” That name—your name—is the first impression you make. It distinguishes you from all the other people around you and is, in essence, your personal identity. It represents you to others and the world at large—in person, on paper, or by reputation. Your name is on your driver’s license, diploma, and phone bill … or maybe on a hospital wing or sandwich at the Carnegie Deli. You are your name, and your name is you. No wonder the process of naming your baby can be so daunting!

A Brief History of Baby Names

While the origins are difficult to quantify, it’s safe to say that throughout civilization, humans were named or acquired names in order to distinguish themselves from each other. Chances are, before written history or language, prehistoric man developed ways to identify himself among his peers, rivals, or family—though not likely by names like “Og,” “Alley Oop,” or “Fred and Wilma Flintstone.”

A look through the history provides some clues as to the influences and trends of how people got their names. Religion played a large part, as did family and clans. In Ancient Rome, for example, children had three names: the praenomen, which was the first name given by the parents; the nomen, which was the family name; and the cognomen, which was the name of the family branch. Biblical names from both the Old and New Testaments were also influential with Jews and Christians, respectively, honoring their faiths through names of patriarchs and notable women (such as Abraham, Daniel, Ezra, and Esther) and saints (such as John, Paul, Mark, and Mary). As Christianity spread during the first millennium, so did the prevalence of biblical names, many of which remain popular today.

Life Imitates Art

The Renaissance (fourteenth through seventeenth centuries) and the Age of Enlightenment (eighteenth century) gave rise to great works of art, literature, philosophy, and science that became influential to society and offered new options for baby names. Michelangelo, Leonardo, Raphael, and Lorenzo reflected great artists; Antonia, Caterina, Filippa, Giovanna, Lucrezia, and Margherita were frequently chosen for girls. Characters from Shakespearean plays became popular names as did those of formidable or admirable people of the time, including Elizabeth the Queen. In England, during the sixteenth century, the top names for boys were John, Thomas, and William, and the top names for girls were Elizabeth, Joan, and Margaret—
all remaining consistently popular for over 200 years to follow.

During the Victorian Era, traditional names still ruled. Along with the popularity of the names Victoria and Albert (for Queen Victoria and Prince Albert), other names on the rise in England were Emily, Lillian, Alexandra, and Arabella for girls, and Horace, Rudolph, and Spenser for boys. Influential writers of the time, like Charles Dickens and the Brontë sisters, delivered works of literature from which popular characters added a new spark to baby-name choices: Jane, Bertha, Catherine, Heathcliff, Edgar, Sydney, Lucie, Philip, Estella, Oliver, and so on. In the United States, at the end of the nineteenth century, the top baby name for a boy was John, followed by William, James, George, Charles, Joseph, Frank, Robert, Edward, and Henry; for girls, the top name was Mary, followed by Anna, Margaret, Helen, Elizabeth, Ruth, Florence, Ethel, Emma, and Marie.

The Baby Boom

In the years following World War II, the United States experienced its first “baby boom.” During this time, parents moved away from many traditional and classic names. Popular culture began to have a rising influence on names as well. When John F. Kennedy became President, many baby girls were named Jacqueline after his much-admired First Lady. On the increase as well were names of favorite film and TV stars: Lucille (Ball), Sandra (Dee), Debbie (Reynolds), Marilyn (Monroe), Gary (Cooper), Elvis (Presley), Lawrence (Olivier), and Jerry (Lewis). Shortened versions of more proper names were suddenly on the rise, too: Patty (for Patricia), Liz (for Elizabeth), Jackie (for Jacqueline), and Angie (for Angela) for girls; Dave (for David), Ted (for Theodore), Bob (for Robert), Bill (for William), and Dick (for Richard) for boys.
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Names Ending in “i,” “ie,” and “y”

In the mid-twentieth century, not only were shortened versions of names gaining in popularity, but so were names ending in “i,” “ie,” and “y.” Many girls born during the Baby Boom were being named—not nicknamed—Cindy (Cindi, Cindie, Cindee), Lori (Laurie), Carrie, Debbie (Debi, Debbi, Debby), Shari, and Sherry (Sheri, Sheree, Sherie, Cheri, Cherie). Boys were going by shorter “ie” or “y” variations of their longer names, like Jimmy, Ricky, Tommy, Timmy, Danny, Joey, Charlie, and Larry.



By the end of the Baby Boom in the mid-’60s, parents became more experimental, partially due to the political changes occurring and the emergence of the Woodstock generation, which embraced peace and love. By the time the ’70s rolled around, parents were selecting more free-spirited or earthy names like Harmony, Liberty, Sunshine, Rain, River, Sky, Eden, Rainbow, Raven, and Moon.

A Return to Tradition and Roots

During the last three decades of the twentieth century, there was a resurgence of more-traditional names, likely a way to counter the impact of the hippie-influenced names of the late ’60s and early ’70s. During the ’80s and ’90s, boys’ names like Matthew, Joshua, Jason, Daniel, and Andrew moved up the list, along with Jennifer, Jessica, Melissa, Sarah, and Amanda for the girls. Parents began embracing more “old-fashioned” names, particularly for girls, to balance the trend of naming kids for popular TV characters such as Mallory, Alexis, Justin, and Dylan.

Since the late nineteenth century, America has become a true melting pot, with people of all nationalities, religions, and cultures immigrating and influencing society. The growth in acceptance of the contributions of African Americans to popular culture also led to a surge in ethnic names. The publication and subsequent TV adaptation of Alex Haley’s groundbreaking book Roots in 1977 had everybody—not just African Americans—thinking about and wanting to pay homage to their heritage. Roots, the story of Kunta Kinte, a young African who is sold into slavery, and the life and times of his descendants to the present day was a bestseller, and the television miniseries was the third-highest-rated program ever to hit TV. As a result, unique hybrids of American- and African-influenced baby names began to appear more frequently in the African American community and, subsequently, blended into the culture at large. Baby boys were being named Antwon, Dashawn, Jaleel, Shaquille, and Rashawn; baby girls were being called Jaleesa, Keisha, Lateisha, Shaniqua, and Tamika.

More parents began thinking of their own backgrounds, and suddenly names from other ethnic groups and ancestral names were on the upswing. Irish names like Megan, Erin, Ryan, and Connor gained in popularity, as did Latino names like Diego, Selena, Hector, and Paloma. French names, always desirable, especially for girls, showed a marked increase, with Nicole and Danielle climbing the rankings.

Nowadays, almost anything goes when it comes to choosing a name for a newborn. Boys’ names are now girls’ names and vice versa; last names are now first names; trendy names are still hot, while choices during grandma’s and grandpa’s generations make for nostalgic options. Each era in history, whether American or global, can be uniquely identified by the names of its citizens.
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LA, DE, DA …

The African American community in the United States cleverly spawned a creative trend in baby naming. By adding or combining “La,” “D’,” “Da,” “De,” “Ja,” and “Ke” to the beginning of a classic name, the name becomes modern and unique: Dajuan, Dewayne, Latanya, Jalinda, Keshawn.



The Sociology of Baby Naming

In the bestselling book Freakonomics, authors Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner explored how a child’s name might impact its path in life. They presented the story of a Harlem father of seven who named one of his sons “Winner” and another son “Loser.” Ironically, Winner grew up to be a career felon, while his brother Loser became a New York police sergeant.

While this example suggests that a name does not necessarily influence your fate in life, many psychologists and sociologists regularly examine the ways in which children live (or don’t live) up to their names and how name selection is often a reflection of a parent’s expectation for a child, both consciously and (often) unconsciously.

“A Boy Named Sue”

A name can impact a child’s impression of himself and how others think about him. David Figlio, professor of Human Development and Social Policy at Northwestern University, has studied names. His work has shown that boys given names that were once exclusively masculine but are now popular for girls (such as Taylor or Ashley) are more likely than their peers to misbehave or be disruptive in class by the time they hit high school—especially if a female classmate shares the same name. In girls, those with more feminine-sounding names (such as those ending in “a”) tended to focus their studies in humanities, whereas girls given more masculine-sounding names (like Morgan or Alex) gravitated toward science and math.

The ABCs of Success and Longevity

Researchers and statisticians have discovered a phenomenon called the “name-letter effect.” The more people like the initials in their name, the greater the tendency to unconsciously gravitate to people and places or circumstances related to those initials. Dr. Brett Pelham, a psychologist and analyst at the Gallup Organization, calls this “implicit egotism” because we’re subliminally attracted to things that remind us of ourselves. For example, Madison might opt to drive a Mazda over a Honda or marry a Mark rather than a Joe. This even proved true in academic performance, too. Grading by letters—A, B, C, and D—is prevalent among most educational institutions. A study conducted by Yale and the University of California, San Diego, and published in the journal Psychological Science examined the name-letter effect by compiling fifteen years’ worth of data consisting of the grade point averages (GPAs) of business school graduates. The results: students whose names began with A or B earned higher GPAs than those whose names began with C or D. The same pattern held true with admissions to law schools: Andrew and Benjamin are more likely to attend top-tier schools (like Harvard and Stanford) than Christine and David.

At Wayne State University in Michigan, psychologists examined the lifespans of lawyers, doctors, and professional athletes born during the fifty-five-year span between 1875 and 1930. The researchers concluded that those people who had names that began with D lived shorter than those with names beginning with A, B, or C, as well as E through Z. Why? Since, culturally, the letter “D” is equated with subpar academic performance, it is reasoned that people with D names might unconsciously have lower self-esteem, which ironically, might make them more susceptible to “disease” and results in more an untimely “death.”
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Onomastics is the study of the history and origins of names. The American Name Society is an organization that promotes onomastics and seeks to discover what is really in a name; it investigates cultural insights, history, and linguistic characteristics revealed within.



Statistics show that since the 1950s, the number of babies whose names begin with the letter “A” have more than doubled. Further, “A” names now account for over 10 percent of all names given to children today. This may very well be a reflection of exactly what research has shown—that even parents are influenced by the name-letter effect.

Names and Socio-Economic Status

Think of a name like Alexander Sumner Caldwell. What would be your first impression? Affluent? Educated? White? Probably. In the study of baby names, some economists wondered not only how a name affects a child’s life but also how a parent’s life may be reflected in a child’s name. Steven Levitt and economist Roland G. Fryer Jr. researched this concept in 2003; the results were featured in a paper (as well as in the book Freakonomics). Examining data in California through several decades, they concluded that an undereducated, unmarried, teenage mother from a low-income black community, who had a unique or distinctly black name, was likely to give her child a similarly uncommon or ethnic name, like Shanice or DeShawn, in solidarity with her community. This mother’s counterpart in a white community might likely opt to name her child Kayla or Cody.

Each child’s life path, in turn, becomes determined more by the parent’s lot in life than by the name itself. The authors further surmise that if, as young adults, these children opt to change their names to something sounding more “affluent,” the motivation to make this change would in itself be a greater indicator of future success.

How do parental income and education factor into name choice? Names, particularly girls’ names, go in and out of vogue, and they transition through decades. The patterns also show that when a name catches on among affluent, educated parents, it moves down to middle- and lower-income families within ten years. By that time, so called “high-end” parents have embraced a whole new set of names that, in turn, will eventually be discovered and embraced by the masses and rise up the annual popularity charts. The authors of Freakonomics provided a sample of twenty-four male and twenty-four female names they thought were destined to mainstream. As of 2010, nine names did make the list for the Top Fifty most popular for girls and for boys: Emma (#3), Ava (#5), Ella (#13), Grace (#18), Avery (#23), Aiden (#9), Jackson (#25), Liam (#30), and Carter (#48).

According to experts, giving a child an alleged “smart” or “rich” name won’t necessarily make the child smart or rich but will, for a time, give parents a sense of higher expectations for their child’s destiny.

Baby-Naming Trends and Influences

When examining top baby names through the last 100 years, one of the most interesting things to note is that some popular boys’ names have remarkable longevity. At the top of the list of best “staying power” is Michael (#3 in 2010). Other names that ranked high over the century, still popular in 2010, are James (#19), John (#26), Robert (#54), William (#5), David (#15), and Richard (#127).

For girls, Mary was in first place forty-five times since 1911 and ranked #109 in 2010. Of the other top girls’ names—Patricia, Elizabeth, Jennifer, Linda, Barbara, and Susan—only Elizabeth, which is still one of the top twenty names, has stayed the course.

Why do boys’ names remain more stable over decades? More often than not, boys are named for their fathers or grandfathers, or to keep up the tradition of a name that’s always been in the family. Second, parents tend to be more sensitive to the “masculinity factor” in selecting names, and traditional names have the perception of being manlier.
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WESTWARD HO!

Research conducted by Michael Varnum and Shinobu Kitayama of 
the University of Michigan and published in Psychological Science revealed that parents in frontier states in both the United States and Canada are more apt to give their children more distinct or unusual names than parents who reside in the original colonies on the East coast.



That trend may change over time, however, as more cultures are honored and embraced. With an increase in single motherhood, women are free to be more creative with names for their sons. And, as all the young Braydens, Masons, Logans, Landons, and Angels enter adulthood, they will likely pave the way for new traditions to emerge.

Pop Culture Influences

Britney … Khloe and Kourtney … Elvis—whether celebrities, characters from hit films and TV shows, heroes and heroines from bestselling books, rock stars, superheroes, designers, or celebrity offspring, our popular culture has been a major influence on naming trends.

Television, in particular, has been a great source of imagination. In the early 1980s, TV characters from the hit prime-time drama Dynasty had a sizeable impact on many birth certificates of the time: Alexis, Krystle, Blake, Fallon, Dex, Dominique, and Amanda. In the 1990s, it was Friends (Rachel, Monica, Phoebe, Chandler) and Sex and the City (Carrie, Samantha, Miranda, Charlotte, Aidan, Trey), and in the 2000s Glee sang out with Finn and Quinn, while Grey’s Anatomy showed us that the doctors were “in” with Meredith, Derek, Cristina, Preston, Izzie, Addison, Callie, Lexi, Arizona, Derek, Owen, and April.

During their heyday, soap opera characters turned up the heat in contemporary names. All My Children offered Erica, Bianca, Braden, Brooke, Travis, Mateo, Hayley, Kendall, and Wade; Days of Our Lives had Kayla, Britta, Lexie, Harper, Tanner, and Trent; and General Hospital brought Laura, Luke, Lucky, Colton, Trevor, Decker, Felicia, and Spencer.
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And the Actors Who Play Them

For the TV show Gossip Girls, cast members’ real-life names are just as popular as the characters they play: Blake Lively, Leighton Meester, Penn Badgley, Chace Crawford, Taylor Momsen, Kelly Rutherford, and Kristen Bell.



Reality TV stars rule as recent polls show Maci and Bentley, the teen mom and her son from 16 and Pregnant, are among the hottest names rising in popularity. Will Snooki be far behind?

Though both a bestselling book and movie series, the characters from Twilight have recently become favorite name-chart toppers with Jacob and Isabella (Bella) taking the lead. Up and comers are Jasper, Emmet, and Cullen (a last name that’s now a first name), as well as the names of some of the actors playing these roles like Kellan (Lutz) and Taylor (Lautner).

Adventures in Baby Naming

When beginning the baby-naming process, don’t be overwhelmed. Try to have fun and don’t be stressed. Plan a get-together with a group of friends over dinner or coffee to talk through ideas. Have a date night with your spouse, partner, or S.O. and begin an informal discussion about names you like. If you already know the sex of your baby, cut the task time in half, since you will only have to focus on either male or female names. Maybe you’re even one of the lucky ones who’ve already had a few names picked out long before you got news that you were expecting. You may have plenty of time to make this decision, so take it at a comfortable pace and enjoy the adventure.

Tips for Choosing a Good Name

When you come up with a preliminary list of names you like, ask yourself the following questions about each name:

• Does it have a positive association for you or remind you of someone you like and respect?

• Is it compatible with your last name?

• Does it feel fresh or timeless?

• If heritage matters, does it reflect your family’s culture?

• Does it have a definition that feels suitable?

• Will others respond well to the name?

• Is it easy to spell, easy to pronounce, and easy to remember?

• Do you like the initials the full name creates?

• Will it lend itself to a cute and kind nickname?

• Will the name stand the test of time and sound as good to you in thirty years as it does today?

If you can’t narrow down your names to one favorite, consider turning one into a middle name. Or create a middle name from the mother’s maiden name. As a final thought, once you narrow down your top few choices, take a few days to see if you are as enthusiastic about your choice tomorrow as you are today.
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Cool Tool

You can look up the historical ranking of any name over the past 100 years by going to the Social Security Administration’s website at www.ssa.gov/oact/babynames. You’ll find a box called “Popularity of a Name.” Simply type in some names you like and how far back you would like to check, and hit “Go.” You’ll be served with a cool data list that will show you trends for any name that ever made the SSA lists.



Baby Name “Don’ts”

On the other side of the spectrum, here are a few things NOT to do when deciding on your baby’s name:

• Don’t choose a name that other kids are apt to pick on. Some kids can be cruel, and you want to protect your child from others’ ignorance.

• Don’t get too trendy. Britney is cute today, but how will “Nana Britney” sound?

• Don’t pick a name that rhymes with anything bad or sounds too similar to a word that is negative, obscene, or too slangy.

• Don’t go to the extreme with alternative spellings. A unique spelling makes a common name more distinctive, but you’re also guaranteed that you and your child will always have to spell it out to others.

• Don’t choose a name that when coupled with your last name forms the name of someone famous (like “George Clooney” or “Katy Perry”), because those comparisons will be made for a lifetime.

• Don’t pick a name that sounds like it would be better suited for a pet. Fifi, Smokey, and Misty are cute for dogs and cats … not so cute for kids.

• Don’t let choosing a name create a rift between you and your partner. The process should be unifying, not divisive.

• Don’t tell too many people about the name you selected until it’s on the birth certificate. Everyone has an opinion, and you’re sure to hear it. Yours is the only one that counts.

Ideas for Twins or Multiple Births

What if you’re having more than one baby? Even if you’ve settled on one name, the challenge is to come up with another one that you like equally as much, and both sound like good sibling names.

If you’re having all boys or all girls, you can opt for several names that begin with the same letter (Violet and Vanessa), sound like they relate to one another (Emily and Charlotte), or if you don’t get too tacky, have them slightly rhyme (Marilyn and Carolyn). Huey, Dewey, and Louie might be pushing that bar too far.

If you’re having one of each gender, it’s fun to think of cute couples—Ben and Jen, Will and Kate—or again, names that begin with the same letter (like Mariah Carey did with her twins, daughter Monroe and son Moroccan). On the downside, you might want to avoid couplings like Bonnie and Clyde or Eva and Adolf.

Top Names for Twins

According the Social Security Administration in 2010, these are the top names for twins:

TWIN BOYS

1.   Jacob and Joshua

2.   Ethan and Evan

3.   Jayden and Jordan

4.   Daniel and David

5.   Matthew and Michael

6.   Landon and Logan

7.   Elijah and Isaiah

8.   Jacob and Joseph

9.   Jayden and Jaylen

10.   Isaac and Isaiah

11.   Caleb and Joshua

12.   Andrew and Matthew

13.   James and John

14.   Alexander and Nicholas

15.   Jeremiah and Josiah

16.   Joseph and Joshua

17.   Nathan and Nicholas

18.   Jonathan and Joshua

19.   Logan and Lucas

20.   Ethan and Nathan

TWIN GIRLS

1.   Ella and Emma

2.   Olivia and Sophia

3.   Gabriella and Isabella

4.   Faith and Hope

5.   Ava and Emma

6.   Isabella and Sophia

7.   Madison and Morgan

8.   Ava and Ella

9.   Ava and Olivia

10.   Mackenzie and Madison

11.   Abigail and Isabella

12.   Abigail and Emma

13.   Hailey and Hannah

14.   Makayla and Makenzie

15.   Addison and Avery

16.   Elizabeth and Emily

17.   Ava and Mia

18.   Heaven and Nevaeh

19.   Abigail and Emily

20.   Emma and Olivia

TWINS, ONE OF EACH GENDER

1.   Madison and Mason

2.   Emily and Ethan

3.   Taylor and Tyler

4.   Madison and Michael

5.   Jayda and Jayden

6.   Madison and Matthew

7.   Sophia and Samuel

8.   Addison and Aiden

9.   Olivia and Owen

10.   Zoe and Zachary

11.   Addison and Jackson

12.   Ava and Aiden

13.   Emily and Ethan

14.   Emma and Ryan

15.   Isabella and Isaac

16.   Natalie and Nathan

17.   Abigail and Benjamin

18.   Emma and Andrew

19.   Isabella and Isaiah

20.   Jada and Jaden

Naming Your Adopted Child

Adoptions have been on the rise for decades, with many parents adopting from overseas. This creates a unique situation when choosing a name, especially if the child has already been given a name or comes from a different culture. Parents struggle with whether to keep the child’s birth name as is or to strike a balance between maintaining the child’s origins with that of her new culture. Consider the following:

• For a domestic adoption, many experts recommend keeping the child’s birth name or at least part of it, such as in making the birth name the new middle name.

• The age of the child is another important factor, since by the age of two, a child will already identify with a name. Experts recommend not making the change.

• When adopting a child internationally, most parents strive to maintain a connection to the child’s country of origin, so choosing a name that reflects the culture and is easy for peers and family to pronounce and embrace can work favorably. If the child is over two years old, an Americanized variation of the name may be a good compromise.

Each circumstance, and each child, is special and should be handled with forethought, respect, and sensitivity. Consulting with adoption or child development experts and networking with other adoptive parents is helpful and highly recommended.

In conclusion, the best wisdom to follow as you navigate the baby-naming process is a simple one: Go with your gut. Using a combination of your instincts and plain old common sense will go a long way.





CHAPTER 2

Boys’ Names


 

[image: ]

AADI (Hindi) Beginning.

AAKAV (Hindi) Shape.

AAKESH (Hindi) Lord of the sky.

AAKIL (Hindi) Intelligent.

AALAM (Arabic) Great spirit.

AALOK (Hindi) Light of God.

AAMIN (Hindi) Grace of God.

AANAN (Hindi) Face.

AANDALEEB (Hindi) Bluebird.

AARON (Hebrew) Exalted. Enlightened. Notables: U.S. Vice President Aaron Burr; American composer Aaron Copland; singer Aaron Neville; producer Aaron Spelling. Variations: Aahron, Aaran, Aarao, Aaren, Aarin, Aeron, Aharon, Ahran, Ahren, Aran, Arek, Aren, Aron, Aronek, Aronne, Aronos, Arran, Arren, Arrin, Arron.

AASIM (Hindi) God’s grace.

AATMADEVA (Hindi) God of the soul.

AATMIK (Hindi) Soul.

ABADDON (Hebrew) Knows God.

ABADI (Arabic) Eternal.

ABASI (African) Stern. Variations: Abasey, Abasy.

ABAYOMI (African) Brings happiness.

ABBA (Hebrew) Father. Notables: Israeli statesman Abba Eban; the Swedish music group ABBA. Variation: Aba.

ABBAS (Arabic) Stern. Variation: Abas.

ABBEY (Hebrew) A form of Abe or Abraham. Notable: activist Abbie Hoffman. Variations: Abbe, Abbie, Abby.

ABBOTT (Hebrew) Father. Variations: Abbitt, Abboid, Abbot, Abot, Abott.

ABDALLAH (Arabic) One who serves Allah. Variations: Abdala, Abdalla, Abdela, Abdulla, Abdullah.

ABDUL (Arabic) Servant of God. Variations: Abdal, Abdel, Abdell, Abdoul.

ABDULAZIZ (Arabic) Servant of the powerful one. Variations: Abdalazim, Abdalaziz, Abdul-Aziz.

ABDULLAH (Arabic) Servant of Allah. Variations: Abdalah, Abdalla, Abdula, Abdulah, Abdulahi, Abdulaziz, Abdulla.

ABE (Hebrew) Variation of Abraham. Notables: U.S. President Abe Lincoln; actor Abe Vigoda. Variations: Abey, Abie.

ABEEKU (African) Born on Wednesday.

ABEJIDE (African) Born in winter.

ABEL (Hebrew) Breathing spirit or breath. Variations: Abell, Able, Avel.

ABELARD (Old German) Highborn and steadfast. Variations: Ab, Abalard, Abelarde, Abelardo, Abilard.

ABERDEEN (Scottish) Place name in Scotland.

ABERLIN (German) Having ambition.

ABERNETHY (Scottish) Mouth of a river.

ABHIRAJA (Hindi) Great king.

ABI (Turkish) Elder brother.

ABIAH (Hebrew) Child of God. Variations: Abia, Abija, Abijah, Aviya.

ABIAS (Hebrew) One who serves the Lord.

ABID (Arabic) One who worships Allah. Variation: Abbud.

ABIDAN (Hebrew) Father of judgment. Variations: Abidin, Abidon.

ABIEL (Hebrew) God is my father. Variations: Abyel, Ahbiel, Aviel.

ABIODUN (African) Born during war.

ABIOLA (African) Born during the New Year.

ABIR (Hebrew) Strong.

ABISHA (Hebrew) Gift of God. Variations: Abisha, Abishal, Abysha.

ABISHUR (Hebrew) My father’s glance.

ABNER (Hebrew) Father of light. Biblical. Variations: Ab, Aviner, Avner.

ABRAHAM (Hebrew) Father of many. Notables: Biblical patriarch Abraham; U.S. President Abraham Lincoln. Variations: Abe, Abrahamo, Abrahan, Abrahem, Abrahin, Abrao, Abraomas, Avraham, Ibrahim.

ABRAM (Hebrew) Form of Abraham. Variations: Abrama, Abramo, Abrams, Abran, Avram, Avrom, Avrum.

ABSALOM (Hebrew) Father of peace. Variations: Abolam, Absalaam, Absalon, Absolom.

ABU (Arabic) Father.

ACACIUS (Latin) Blameless.

ACAR (Turkish) Bright.

ACE (Latin) Unity. Nickname given to one who excels. Notable: Kiss lead guitarist Ace Frehley. Variations: Acer, Acey, Acie.

ACESTES (Greek) Mythological Trojan king.

ACHAIUS (Irish) Horseman.

ACHARON (Hebrew) Last.

ACHATES (Greek) Ancient mythological figure.

ACHAV (Hebrew) Uncle. Variation: Ahab.

ACHAZYA (Hebrew) God has taken. Variations: Achazia, Achaziah, Achazyahu, Ahaziah, Ahaziahu.

ACHBAN (Hebrew) Brother of a smart man.

ACHELOUS (Greek) God of the river.

ACHER (Hebrew) Other.

ACHERON (Greek) River of woe.

ACHIDA (Hebrew) Smart brother.

ACHILLES (Greek) Unknown meaning. Notable: Achilles, hero of Homer’s Iliad. Variations: Achille, Achilleus, Achillios, Achillius, Akil, Akilles, Aquilles.

ACHIM (Hebrew) The Lord will judge. Variation: Acim.

ACHIMELECH (Hebrew) The king is my brother. Variation: Ahimelech.

ACHISAR (Hebrew) The prince is my brother.

ACHISHAR (Hebrew) My brother is a song. Variation: Ahishar.

ACHIYA (Hebrew) God is my brother. Variations: Achiyahu, Ahia, Ahiah.

ACKERLEY (Old English) Oak meadow. Variations: Ackerlea, Ackerlee, Ackerleigh.

ACKLEY (English) Oak-tree dweller. Variations: Acklea, Acklee, Ackleigh, Ackly.

ACTAEON (Greek) Ancient mythological hunter. Variation: Aktaion.

ACTON (English) Town in Great Britain. Variation: Acten.

ADAEL (Hebrew) God’s ornament. Variation: Adiel.

ADAHY (Native American) In the oak-tree woods. Variation: Adahi.

ADAIAH (Hebrew) Witness of God. Variations: Adaia, Adaya.

ADAIR (Scottish) Of the oak tree. Variations: Adaire, Adare.

ADALARD (German) Brave. Variations: Adalarde, Adelard, Adelarde.

ADALRIC (German) Noble ruler. Variations: Adelric, Adelrich, Adelrick, Adelrik.

ADAM (Hebrew) Man of the red earth. Notables: Comedian Adam Sandler; football player Adam Vinatieri. Variations: Adamec, Adamek, Adamh, Adamik, Adamka, Adamko, Adamo, Adams, Adamson, Adamsson, Adan, Adao, Adas, Addam, Addams, Addamson, Addie, Addis, Addy, Adem, Adhamh, Adnet, Adnot.

ADAMNAN (Irish) Little Adam. Variation: Adhamhnan.

ADAMYA (Hindi) Difficult.

ADAN (Arabic) One who brings pleasure. Variations: Aden, Adin, Adon.

ADAPA (Greek) Ancient mythological figure.

ADAR (Syrian) Ruler or prince; (Hebrew) Noble. Fiery. Variation: Addar.

ADDISON (English) Son of Adam. Variations: Addis, Adison.

ADE (Nigerian) Royal.

ADEBEN (Ghanaian) Twelfth-born son.

ADEJOLA (African) The crown needs honor.

ADELL (German) Noble. Variations: Adal, Adel.

ADELPHI (Greek) Brother.

ADEN (Irish) Fiery one. Form of Aidan.

ADER (Hebrew) Flock. Variation: Adder.

ADESOLA (African) The crown honored us.

ADHAM (Arabic) Black.

ADHEESHA (Hindi) King.

ADHIDEVA (Hindi) Supreme god.

ADIEL (Hebrew) Ornament of the Lord. Variation: Addiel.

ADIKA (African) First child from second husband.

ADIL (Arabic) Fair. Variations: Adeel, Adeele, Adill.

ADILO (German) Noble. Variation: Addilo.

ADIN (Hebrew) Attractive. Variation: Aden.

ADIO (African) Righteous.

ADIR (Hindi) Lightning.


Top Names of 2010



	BOYS:
	
	GIRLS:



	1. Jacob
	
	1. Isabella



	2. Ethan
	
	2. Sophia



	3. Michael
	
	3. Emma



	4. Jayden
	
	4. Olivia



	5. William
	
	5. Ava



	6. Alexander
	
	6. Emily



	7. Noah
	
	7. Abigail



	8. Daniel
	
	8. Madison



	9. Aidan
	
	9. Chloe



	10. Anthony
	
	10. Mia



	11. Joshua
	
	11. Addison



	12. Mason
	
	12. Elizabeth



	13. Christopher
	
	13. Ella



	14. Andrew
	
	14. Natalie



	15. David
	
	15. Samantha



	16. Matthew
	
	16. Alexis



	17. Logan
	
	17. Lily



	18. Elijah
	
	18. Grace



	19. James
	
	19. Hailey



	20. Joseph
	
	20. Alissa






ADITSAN (Native American) Listener.

ADITYA (Hindi) The sun. Variation: Aaditva.

ADIV (Hebrew) Gentle. Variation: Adev.

ADLAI (Hebrew) My witness. Notable: Politician Adlai Stevenson. Variations: Adalia, Addlay, Adlay, Adley.

ADLER (English) Eagle. Variations: Addlah, Addlar, Addler, Adlar.

ADLEY (Hebrew) Righteous. Variations: Adlea, Adleah, Adlee, Adleigh.

ADMON (Hebrew) Red peony.

ADNAN (Arabic) Settled. Notable: Arms dealer Adnan Khashoggi.

ADNEY (English) Dweller at the noble one’s land. Variation: Adny.

ADOEETE (Native American) Tree. Variations: Adoerte, Adooeette.

ADOFO (African) Warrior.

ADOLPH (German) Noble wolf. Notables: Adolph Hitler; beer-maker Adolph Coors. Variations: Addofo, Adolf, Adolfe, Adolfius, Adolfo, Adolfus, Adolphe, Adolphius, Adolpho, Adolphus, Dolph.

ADOM (African) God’s blessing.

ADON (Hebrew) Lord. Variation: Adonie.

ADONIAH (Hebrew) The Lord is my God. Variations: Adon, Adonia, Adonijah, Adoniya, Adoniyah.

ADONIS (Greek) Handsome. Variations: Addonis, Adonise, Adonnis, Adonys, Adonyse.

ADRI (Hindi) Fortress. Variation: Adry.

ADRIAN (Latin) Dark. Notable: Actor Adrien Brody. Variations: Adrain, Adrean, Adren, Adriane, Adriano, Adrianus, Adrien, Adrin, Adrion, Adryn, Arje, Hadrian.

ADRIEL (Hebrew) God’s flock. Variations: Adrial, Adriall, Adriell, Adryel, Adryell.

ADRIK (Latin) Of the Adriatic. Variation: Aidrik.

ADUNBI (African) Pleasant.

ADUSA (African) Thirteenth born.

AEACUS (Greek) Son of Zeus.

AEDUS (Irish) Fire.

AEGEUS (Greek) Goatskin shield of Zeus. Variation: Aegis.

AEGYPTUS (Greek) King of Egypt.

AENEAS (Greek) One who is praised. Variations: Aineas, Aineis, Eneas, Enneas.

AEOLUS (Greek) The changeable one. Variations: Aeolos, Aiolos, Aiolus.

AESON (Greek) Ancient mythological figure.

AETIOS (Greek) Eagle.

AFA (Polynesian) Hurricane.

AFI (Polynesian) Fire.

AFIFI (Arabic) Pious. Variation: Afif.

AFSHIN (Persian) Army commander.

AFRAM (African) Ghanaian river.

AFTON (English) From Afton, England. Variation: Aften.

AFU (Polynesian) Hot.

AGAMEMNON (Greek) Working slowly. Variations: Agamemno, Agamenon.

AGANJU (African) The son and husband of the earth-goddess Odudua.

AGAPIOS (Greek) Love.

AGASTYA (Hindi) One who moves mountains. Variations: Agastia, Agastiah, Agastyah.

AGATHIAS (Greek) Good.

AGNI (Hindi) Fire deity.

AGOSTINO (Italian) Respected. Form of August. Variation: Agostine.

AGUSTIN (Latin) Highly praised. Variations: Agustine, Augustine.

AHAB (Hebrew) Uncle. Father’s brother.

AHANU (Native American) One who laughs.

AHARNISH (Hindi) Day and night.

AHAVA (Hebrew) Cherished one.

AHDIK (Native American) Caribou. Variations: Ahdic, Ahdick.

AHEARN (Irish) Horse lord. Variations: Ahearne, Aherin, Ahern, Aherne, Aheron, Aheryn.

AHIMELEKA (Hawaiian) Biblical priest.

AHIO (Polynesian) Whirlwind.

AHMAD (Arabic) More deserving. Variations: Achmad, Achmed, Ahamad, Ahmed, Amad, Amed.

AHMED (Arabic) Praise. Variation: Ahmad.

AHOHAKO (Polynesian) Storm.

AHOMANA (Polynesian) Thunder.

AHRENS (German) Powerful eagle. Variation: Ahren.

AHSAN (Hindi) Gratitude.

AHUSAKA (Native American) Wings.

AIAKOS (Greek) The son of Zeus.

AIDAN (Irish) Fiery. Notable: Actor Aidan Quinn. Variations: Adan, Aden, Adin, Adon, Aiden, Aidin, Aidon, Aidun, Aidyn, Aydan, Ayden, Aydn.

AIKANE (Polynesian) Friendly. Variations: Aykan, Aykane.

AIKEN (Old English) Made of oak. Variations: Aicken, Aikin, Aykin.

AILBHE (Irish) Bright.

AILESH (Hindi) King of all.

AILILL (Irish) Sprite.

AILPEAN (Scottish) High mountain. Variations: Ailpein, Alpine.

AIMON (French) House. Variation: Aymon.

AIN (Scottish) Belonging to oneself. Variation: Ayn.

AINDREA (Irish) Courageous.

AINEAS (Greek) To praise. Variation: Aeneas.

AINMIRE (Irish) Great lord.

AINSLEY (Scottish) His very own meadow. Variations: Ainsleigh, Ainslie, Ainsly, Ansley, Aynsley, Aynslie, Aynsly.

AIOLOS (Greek) Change.

AISAKE (Polynesian) He laughs.

AISEA (Polynesian) God saves.

AIYETORO (African) Peace on earth.

AJAIA (African) Pot maker. Variation: Ajalah.

AJANABH (Hindi) A mountain.

AJANI (Nigerian) He fights for possession.

AJAY (Punjabi) Victorious.

AJAX (Greek) Warrior.

AKALANKA (Hindi) Pale.

AKAMU (Hawaiian) Red earth. Variation: Adamu.

AKANDO (Native American) Ambush.

AKANNI (African) Profitable encounter.

AKAR (Turkish) Stream. Variation: Akare.

AKASH (Hindi) Sky.

AKBAR (Arabic) Great.

AKE (Scandinavian) Ancestor. Variation: Age.

AKECHETA (Native American) Warrior. Variation: Akechetah.

AKEEM (Arabic) Judging thoughtfully. Variations: Akim, Hakeem, Hakim.

AKELA (Hawaiian) Noble. Variation: Asera.

AKELINA (Russian) Eagle.

AKEMI (Japanese) Beautiful dawn. Variation: Akeno.

AKENO (Japanese) Morning.

AKHGAR (Persian) Sign of fire.

AKHILENDRA (Hindi) Lord of the universe.

AKIHITO (Japanese) Bright.

AKIIKI (African) Friend.

AKIL (Arabic) Intelligent. Variations: Akile, Akyle.

AKILESH (Hindi) King of all.

AKILIANO (Hawaiian) One from the city of Adrian. Variation: Adiriano.

AKIM (Russian) God. Variations: Achim, Ackim, Ackym, Akeem.

AKINLABI (African) Boy.

AKINLANA (African) Brave.

AKINS (African) Brave. Variations: Akin, Akyn, Akyns.

AKIO (Japanese) Bright.

AKIRA (Japanese) Intelligent. Notable: Japanese film director Akira Kurosawa.

AKIVA (Hebrew) Heel. Variations: Akavia, Akaviah, Akavya, Akiba, Kiba, Kiva.

AKIYAMA (Japanese) Autumn. Variations: Akima, Akimah.

AKMAL (Arabic) Perfection.

AKOLO (Polynesian) Fence.

AKONIIA (Hawaiian) The Lord is my God. Variation: Adoniia.

AKONO (African) My turn.

AKSEL (German) Tiny oak tree. Variation: Aksell.

AKSHAN (Hindi) Eye.

AKSHAY (Hindi) Forever.

AKUA (African) Born on Thursday.

AKULE (Native American) Looks up. Variation: Akul.

AKWETEE (African) Second of twins.

AL (Irish) Short for Alexander or Alan. Notables: Reverend Al Sharpton; parody singer/songwriter “Weird Al” Yankovic.

ALA (Arabic) Superior.

ALADDIN (Arabic) Faithful. Notable: Aladdin is the hero of a story in the Arabian Nights and was popularized in the Walt Disney film, Aladdin.

ALAHMOOT (Native American) Elm branch.

ALAIR (Irish) Happy. Variation: Alaire.

ALAKA’I (Hawaiian) Leader.

ALAM (Arabic) Universe.

ALAN (Irish) Fair; handsome. Rock. Notables: Actor Alan Alda; hoopster Alan Iverson; economist Alan Greenspan. Variations: Ailean, Ailin, Al, Alaen, Alaene, Alain, Aland, Alano, Alao, Alen, Alin, Allan, Allayne, Allen, Alleyn, Alleyne, Allin, Allon, Allyn, Alon, Alun.

ALANSON (Irish) Son of Alan. Variations: Allanson, Allenson.

ALARD (German) Noble. Variation: Alarde.

ALARIC (German) Noble ruler. Variations: Alarich, Alarico, Aleric, Alleric, Alric, Alrick, Ulrich.

ALARIK (Scandinavian) Leader of all. Variation: Alarick.

ALASTAIR (Scottish) Protector of men. Derivative of Alexander. Notable: Masterpiece Theatre’s Alistair Cooke. Variations: Alasdair, Alasdaire, Alastaire, Alastare, Alester, Alistair, Alister, Allister.

ALBAN (Latin) From Alba. Variations: Albain, Albany, Albean, Albein, Alben.

ALBERIC (German) Clever, wise ruler. Variation: Alberich.

ALBERN (German) Courageous. Variations: Alberne, Alburn, Alburne.

ALBERT (Old English) Bright; brilliant. Notables: Physicist Albert Einstein; actors Albert Finney and Albert Brooks. Variations: Alberto, Albie, Albin, Albrecht.

ALBIE (German; French) Bright. Variations: Albey, Albie, Alby.

ALBIN (Latin) Pale skinned. Variations: Alban, Alben, Albene, Albino, Albion, Albon.

ALBION (Latin) White mountain.

ALCANDER (Greek) Defender of humankind. A form of Alexander. Variation: Allcander.

ALCOTT (English) Old cottage. Variation: Alcot.

ALCYONEUS (Greek) Kingfisher.

ALDEN (English) Old. Variations: Aldan, Aldin, Aldon, Elden.

ALDER (English) Alder tree. Variations: Aldar, Aldare.

ALDERIDGE (English) From the alder ridge. Variation: Alderige.

ALDIS (French) From the old house. Variations: Aldiss, Aldous, Aldus.

ALDO (Italian) Old. German form of Aldous.

ALDOUS (German) Old and wealthy. Notable: Writer Aldous Huxley. Variations: Aldos, Aldus.

ALDRED (English) Advisor. Variations: Aldrid, Alldred, Eldred.

ALDRICH (English) An old and wise leader. Variations: Aldric, Aldridge, Aldrige, Eldridge, Eldrige.

ALDWIN (English) Old friend. Variations: Aldren, Aldryn, Aldwen, Aldwyn.

ALEC (Greek) Protector. Variation of Alex. Notables: Actors Alec Guinness and Alec Baldwin. Variations: Aleck, Aleik, Alek, Aleko, Alic, Alik.


U.S. Presidents’ and First Ladies’ Names: A Selection

PRESIDENTS:

Abraham (Lincoln)

Barack (Obama)

Dwight (Eisenhower)

Franklin (Roosevelt)

Gerald (Ford)

George (Washington, Bush)

Harry (Truman)

James (Madison)

John (Adams, Kennedy)

Lyndon (Johnson)

Richard (Nixon)

Ronald (Reagan)

Theodore (Roosevelt)

Thomas (Jefferson)

Ulysses (Grant)

Zachary (Taylor)

FIRST LADIES:

Abigail (Adams)

Barbara (Bush)

Bess (Truman)

Betty (Ford)

Dolly (Madison)

Eleanor (Roosevelt)

Hillary (Clinton)

Jacqueline (Kennedy)

Laura (Bush)

Mamie (Eisenhower)

Martha (Washington)

Michelle (Obama)

Nancy (Reagan)

Patricia (Nixon)

Rosalynn (Carter)



ALEKONA (Hawaiian) Old town. Variation: Aletona.

ALEM (Arabic) Wisdom. Variations: Alim, Alym.

ALEMANA (Hawaiian) Warrior. Variations: Amana, Aremana.

ALEPANA (Hawaiian) From Alba. Variation: Alebana.

ALEPELEKE (Hawaiian) Counselor. Variations: Alapai, Aleferede.

ALERIC (German) Ruler of all. Variations: Alerick, Alerik, Alleric.

ALERON (Latin) Wing.

ALEWINA (Hawaiian) Friend to elves. Variation: Alevina.

ALEX (Greek) Short for Alexander. Notables: Jeopardy host Alex Trebek; baseball player Alex Rodriguez. Variations: Aleizo, Alejo, Alexi, Alexio, Alexis, Alexx, Alexys, Alezio, Alezios, Alezius, Alix, Alixx, Allex, Allix, Allyx.

ALEXANDER (Greek) Protector. Helper and defender of mankind. Notables: Greek ruler Alexander the Great; U.S. President Alexander Hamilton. Variations: Alecsader, Alecksander, Aleckxander, Alecxander, Aleczi, Alejandro, Alejo, Aleksajender, Aleksander, Aleksandr, Aleksei, Aleksy, Alesandro, Alessander, Alessandre, Alessandri, Alessandro, Alex, Alexandre, Alexandro, Alexandros, Alexei, Alexi, Alexio, Alexius, Alezios, Alezius, Alisander, Alisandre, Alissander, Alissandre, Alisaunder, Alixsander, Alixzander, Sacha, Sascha, Sasha.

ALFIE (English) Short form of Alfred. Variation: Alfy.

ALFORD (English) The old river ford. Variation: Allford.

ALFONSO (Spanish; Italian) Noble and ready. Variations: Alfons, Alfonsin, Alfonsus, Alfonz, Alfonzo, Alphonso, Alphonsus, Fonzie.

ALFRED (English) Wise listener, counselor. Notables: Director Alfred Hitchcock; MAD Magazine’s Alfred E. Neuman; Nobel Prize originator Alfred Nobel. Variations: Aelfric, Ailfrid, Alf, Alfeo, Alfie, Alfredas, Alfredo, Alfric, Alfrick, Alfrid, Alfried, Alfris, Alfryd, Elfric, Elfrick, Elfrid, Fred, Freddy, Fredo.

ALGERNON (Old French) Having a mustache. Variations: Algenon, Alger, Algie, Algin.

ALGIS (German) Spear.

ALI (Arabic) Exalted. Variation: Aly.

ALIIMALU (Hawaiian) Peaceful leader.

ALIM (Arabic) Wisdom. Variations: Alem, Alym.

ALIPATE (Polynesian) Bright.

ALISON (English) Son of the highborn. Variations: Allisan, Allisen, Allison, Allisyn.

ALISTAIR (Irish) Protector. Variations: Alister, Allistair, Allister, Allistir.

ALITZ (Hebrew) Happy. Variation: Aliz.

ALLAN (Irish) Handsome. Form of Alan.

ALLARD (English, French) Brave. Noble one. Variations: Alard, Ellard.


Top Names in Mexico



	BOYS:
	
	GIRLS:



	1. Santiago
	
	1. Maria Fernanda



	2. Miguel Angel
	
	2. Ximena



	3. Diego
	
	3. Maria Jose



	4. Emiliano
	
	4. Valeria



	5. Sebastian
	
	5. Camila



	6. Luis Angel
	
	6. Maria Guadalupe



	7. Alejandro
	
	7. Daniela



	8. Leonardo
	
	8. Valentina



	9. Angel Gabriel
	
	9. Andrea



	10. Daniel
	
	10. Regina






ALLEN (Irish) Handsome. Form of Alan.

ALLON (Hebrew) Oak tree. Variations: Alon, Alonn.

ALMERIC (German) Powerful ruler. Variations: Amauric, Amaurick, Amaurik, Americk, Amerik.

ALMO (English) Noble. Variation: Elmo.

ALMON (Hebrew) Widower. Variations: Alman, Almen, Almin, Almyn.

ALOIKI (Hawaiian) Famous war. Variation: Aloisi.

ALONZO (Spanish) Form of Alphonse. Notable: NBA’s Alonzo Mourning. Variations: Alanzo, Allonzo, Alonso, Alonz, Alonze, Elonso, Elonzo.

ALOYSIUS (German) Warrior. Form of Louis. Variation: Aloisius.

ALPHA (Greek) First born. Variations: Alfa, Alfia, Alfya.

ALPHEUS (Greek) God of the river. Variations: Alfeus, Alpheous.

ALPHONSE (German) One who is ready to fight. Noble. Notables: U.S. Senator Alphonse D’Amato; crime czar Alphonse “Al” Capone. Variations: Alfons, Alfonse, Alfonso, Alfonze, Alfonzo, Alonzo, Alphonso, Alphonsus.

ALPIN (Scottish) High mountains.

ALPINOLO (Italian) Old friend.

ALRIC (German) All powerful. Form of Aleric.

ALROY (English) Red haired.

ALSTON (English) Manor; settlement. Variations: Allston, Alstan, Alsten, Alstin, Alstyn.

ALSWORTH (English) From the estate.

ALTAIR (Greek) Bird. Bright star. Variations: Altar, Altayr, Altayre, Altyr.

ALTER (German) Elder. Variations: Altar, Altor.

ALTMAN (German) Old man. Variations: Altmann, Altmen.

ALTON (English) One who lives in an old town. Variation: Aldon.

ALVAR (Hebrew) Justice.

ALVARO (Spanish) Cautious. Variations: Alvarado, Alvarro.

ALVERN (Latin) Spring. Variation: Alverne.

ALVIN (German) Friend. Notables: Choreographer Alvin Ailey; writer Alvin Toffler. Variations: Ailwyn, Alion, Aluin, Aluino, Alva, Alvan, Alven, Alvie, Alvino, Alvy, Alvyn, Alwin, Alwyn, Alwynn, Aylwin.

ALVIS (Scandinavian) All-wise friend. Variation: Elvis.

AMADEUS (Latin) Beloved of God. Notable: Composer Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Variations: Amadeo, Amadio, Amadis, Amado, Amedeo.

AMADO (Spanish) Loved. Variations: Amando, Amandus, Amato.

AMAHL (Hebrew) Hard worker. Variations: Amal, Amali.

AMAL (Hindi) Pure.

AMALESH (Hindi) Clean.

AMAN (Indonesian) Security. Variation: Amana.

AMANAKI (Polynesian) Hope.

AMAR (Arabic) Immortal. Variations: Amari, Amario, Amarios, Amaris, Amarjit, Ammar, Ammer.

AMARIAH (Hebrew) God has spoken. Variations: Amaria, Amariahu, Amarya, Amaryahu.

AMARILLO (Spanish) Yellow. Variations: Amarille, Amarilo.

AMASA (Hebrew) Hardship. Variations: Amasai, Amasia, Amasiah, Amasya, Amazu.

AMAT (Indonesian) Observation. Variation: Amatt.

AMATO (Spanish) Loved. Variation: Amat.

AMBERT (German) Shining.

AMBLER (English) Stable keeper. Variation: Amblar.

AMBROSE (Greek) Immortal being. Notable: Writer/journalist Ambrose Bierce. Variations: Ambroce, Ambrogio, Ambrois, Ambroise, Ambroisius, Ambros, Ambrosio, Ambrosios, Ambrossij, Ambrotos, Ambroz, Ambrozij, Ambrozio, Ambrus.

AMERIGO (Italian) Ruler. Notable: Explorer Amerigo Vespucci. Variations: America, Americo, Americus, Ameriko.

AMERY (French) Ruling worker. Variations: Amerie, Aymerey, Aymeric, Aymerick, Aymerie, Aymerik, Aymery.

AMES (French) Friend.

AMFRID (German) Ancestral peace. Variations: Amfred, Amfryd.

AMICO (Italian) Friend to all. Variations: Amick, Amicko, Amiko.

AMIEL (Hebrew) Lord of the people. Variation: Ammiel.

AMIK (Native American) Beaver. Variation: Amike.

AMIL (Hindi) Unattainable.

AMIN (Arabic) Trustworthy. Variations: Amen, Ammen, Amnon, Amon, Amyn.

AMIR (Arabic) Prince. Variation: Ameer.

AMIRAM (Hebrew) Powerful country.

AMIT (Hindi) Without limit. Variations: Amita, Amitan, Amreet, Amrit, Amrita, Amritan, Amryt, Amryta, Amrytan.

AMJAD (Arabic) More gratifying.

AMMAR (Arabic) Long life. Variations: Amar, Amari, Amario.

AMMIEL (Hebrew) People of God. Variation: Amiel.

AMMON (Egyptian) Hidden. Variations: Amon, Amond, Amun.

AMNON (Hebrew) Loyal. Variation: Amino.

AMOKA (Hawaiian) Strong one. Hawaiian version of Amos. Variation: Amosa.

AMON (Hebrew) Secret. Variation: Ammon.

AMORY (German) Leader. Variations: Amery, Ammorey, Ammorie, Ammory, Amoree, Amorey, Amorie.

AMOS (Hebrew) Strong one. Notables: Amos, the Biblical prophet; radio character Amos Jones. Variations: Amotz, Amoz, Amus.

AMPHION (Greek) Ancient mythological figure.

AMRAM (Hebrew) Nation of might. Variations: Amarien, Amran, Amren.

AMUL (Hindi) Valuable.

AMUND (Scandinavian) Guardian. Variations: Amond, Amondo, Amundo.

AMYCUS (Greek) Friendly.

AN (Vietnamese) Peace.

ANAD (Hindi) God. Variation: Anaadi.

ANAEL (Greek) Guardian for Librans.

ANAIAH (Hebrew) God answers. Variations: Anaia, Anaya.

ANAKALE (Hawaiian) Crown. Variation: Anadar.

ANAKIN (American) Warrior from Star Wars. Variations: Anahkin, Anahkinn, Anakinn, Annakin, Annakinn.

ANAKLETOS (Greek) To call forth. Variations: Anacletus, Cletus, Kletos.

ANAKONI (Hawaiian) Valuable.

ANALO (German) Ancestral.

ANAND (Hindi) Happiness. Variations: Ananda, Anandah, Anant, Ananth.

ANANE (African) Fourth son.

ANANTA (Hindi) Eternal.

ANANYA (Hindi) Unique.

ANASTASIO (Italian) Resurrection. Variations: Anas, Anastagio, Anastas, Anastasi, Anastasios, Anastasius, Anastice.

ANASTASIUS (Greek) Resurrection. Variations: Anastagio, Anastas, Anastase, Anastasi, Anastasij, Anastasio, Anastasios, Anastasl, Anastatius, Anastazij, Anastazy, Anastice.

ANATOLE (Greek) From the east. Variations: Anatol, Anatoli, Anatolia, Anatolie, Anatolio, Anatolis, Anatoly.

ANBIORN (Norse) Bear. Variation: Anbjorn.

ANCEL (Latin) Servant. Variations: Ancelin, Ancelot, Ansell, Ansellus, Ansila.

ANCHALI (Native American) Painter. Variations: Anchalee, Anchaley, Anchalie, Anchaly.

ANCHISES (Greek) Ancient mythological figure.

ANDERS (Swedish) Brave and manly. Form of Andrew. Variation: Ander.

ANDERSON (Swedish) Son of Andrew. Variation: Andersen.

ANDOR (Scandinavian) Combined form of eagle and Thor. (Hungarian) Manly.

ANDRÉ (French) Manly. French version of Andrew. Notables: Tennis champ Andre Agassi; conductor André Previn. Variations: Ahndray, Andrae, Andray, Aundray, Aundre, Ondre.

ANDREW (English) Brave and manly. Notables: U.S. Presidents Andrew Johnson and Andrew Jackson; British Prince Andrew; artists Andy Warhol and Andrew Wyeth. Variations: Aindrea, Aindreas, Anders, Andi, Andias, Andonis, Andor, Andras, Andre, Andrea, Andreas, Andrei, Andreian, Andrej, Andrejek, Andres, Andrey, Andros, Andrzej.

ANDROA (Greek) Brave. Variation: Andro.

ANDROCLES (Greek) Glory of man.

ANDWELE (African) God brings me.

ANDY (Greek) Short form of Andrew. Notables: Actors Andy Garcia and Andy Griffith; TV commentator Andy Rooney; tennis pro Andy Roddick. Variations: Andey, Andie.

ANEKELEA (Hawaiian) Manly. Variation: Anederea.

ANFERNY (American) Praiseworthy. Form of Anthony. Variations: Anfernee, Anferney, Anfernie.

ANGEL (Latin) Messenger. Variations: Angele, Angell.

ANGELO (Italian; Greek; Portuguese; Spanish) Angelic. Notable: Boxing trainer Angelo Dundee. Variations: Angeles, Angelito, Angello, Angelos, Angiolo, Anglico, Anjel, Anjell, Anjello, Anjelo.

ANGUS (Scottish) Only or unique choice. Variations: Aengus, Angos, Aonghas.

AHN (Vietnamese) Peace.

ANIKETOS (Greek) Unconquered.

ANIL (Hindi) Air, wind. Variations: Aneal, Aneel, Anel, Aniel, Aniello, Anielo.

ANITELU (Polynesian) Manly.

ANIWETA (African) A spirit brings it.

ANJAY (Hindi) Unconquerable.

ANKER (Scandinavian) Harvester. Variations: Ankor, Ankur.

ANKUR (Hindi) Blossom.

ANLUAN (Irish) Great champion. Variations: Anlon, Anlone.

ANNAN (Celtic) From the stream. Variations: Annen, Annin, Annon, Annun, Annyn.

ANNAR (Scandinavian) Second.

ANNAWON (Native American) Chief. Variation: Annawan.

ANNO (Hebrew) Graceful.

ANNUR (Arabic) Light.

ANOKE (Native American) Actor. Variations: Anokee, Anokey, Anoki, Anokie, Anoky.

ANOUSH (Persian) Everlasting.

ANSEL (French) One who follows a nobleman. Notable: Photographer Ansel Adams. Variations: Ancel, Anselino, Ansell, Anselm.

ANSELM (German) Protector. Variations: Anse, Anselme, Anselmi, Anselmo, Ansheim, Anzelmo.

ANSHU (Hindi) Sunbeam. Variation: Anshul.

ANSON (English) Son of Ann. Notable: Actor Anson Williams (Potsie on Happy Days). Variations: Annson, Ansan, Ansen, Ansin, Ansson, Ansun, Ansyn.

ANTAEUS (Greek) Enemy. Variations: Antaios, Anteus.

ANTARES (Greek) A star.

ANTHE (Greek) Strong and brave. Variations: Anthey, Anthi, Anthie, Anthy.

ANTHONY (Latin) Praiseworthy. Valuable. Notables: Actors Anthony Quinn, Anthony Hopkins, and Anthony Perkins. Variations: Andonios, Andonis, Anfonee, Anfoney, Anfoni, Anfonie, Anfony, Anntoin, Antain, Antaine, Antal, Antanas, Ante, Antek, Antholin, Anthonee, Anthoney, Anthoni, Anthonie, Antin, Anto, Antoin, Antoine, Anton, Antone, Antonello, Antoney, Antoni, Antonie, Antonij, Antonin, Antonino, Antonio, Antonius, Antons, Antony, Antos, Tony.


Fairest in the Land

If your child is blond, fair haired, or fair skinned, these names would be a good choice!



	BOYS:
	
	GIRLS:



	Adil
	
	Alina



	Alan
	
	Alva



	Albion
	
	Anwen



	Banning
	
	Aubrey



	Bowie
	
	Bianca



	Boyd
	
	Blanche



	Dewitt
	
	Blondelle



	Dwight
	
	Blondie



	Elgin
	
	Candace



	Fairchild
	
	Cloris



	Fairfax
	
	Eirwen



	Finian
	
	Elvira



	Finlay
	
	Fiona



	Finnegan
	
	Fulvia



	Flavion
	
	Guinevere



	Kenyon
	
	Gwendolyn



	Whitman
	
	Jennifer



	
	
	Rowena



	
	
	Xanthe






ANTOINE (French) Praiseworthy. Form of Anthony. Notable: The Little Prince writer Antoine de Saint-Exupery. Variations: Antione, Antjuan, Antuan, Antuwain, Antuwaine, Antuwayne, Antuwon, Antwahn, Antwain, Antwaine, Antwan, Antwaun, Antwohn, Antwoin, Antwoine, Antwon, Antwone.

ANTON (Slavic) Praiseworthy. Form of Anthony. Notable: Playwright Anton Chekhov.

ANTONIO (Spanish) Praiseworthy. Form of Anthony. Notables: Actor Antonio Banderas; composers Antonio Vivaldi and Antonio Salieri.

ANUJ (Sanskrit) Younger brother.

ANUM (African: Ghanaian) Fifth born.

ANWAR (Arabic) Shafts of light. Notable: Egyptian President Anwar Sadat.

ANWELL (Welsh) Dearest. Variations: Anwel, Anwil, Anwill, Anwyl, Anwyll.

AODH (Irish) Fire. Variations: Aodha, Aodhaigh, Aodhan, Aodhfin, Aodhgan, Aoidh.

APARA (African) A child who comes and goes.

APEKALOMA (Hawaiian) Peaceful father. Variation: Abesaloma.

APELA (Hawaiian) Breathing spirit or breath. Variation: Abela.

APELAHAMA (Hawaiian) Father of many. Form of Abraham. Variation: Aberahama.

APELAMA (Hawaiian) Many children. Variations: Aberama, Abiram, Apilama.

APIA (Hawaiian) God is my father. Variation: Abia.

APIATAN (Native American) Lance. Variations: Ahpeatone, Ahpiatom, Apiaton.

APIKAI (Hawaiian) Gift from God. Variation: Abisai.

APOLLO (Greek) Manly. Destroyer. Variations: Apollon, Apollos, Apolo.

APOSTOLOS (Greek) An apostle.

APPANOOSE (Native American) Child.

AQUILA (Latin) Eagle. Variations: Aquil, Aquill, Aquilla, Aquyl, Aquyla, Aquyll, Aquylla.

AQUILO (Greek) The north wind. Variation: Aquillo.

ARACH (Hebrew) Prepared.

ARAFAT (Arabic) Mountain of recognition.

ARALDO (Spanish) Ruler of the army. Variation: Haraldo.

ARAM (Syrian) Noble. Variation: Aramia.

ARAMIS (French) Clever. Variations: Arames, Aramith, Aramys.

ARAN (Thai) Forest. Variation: Arane.

ARCAS (Greek) In mythology, the son of Jupiter and Callisto.

ARCHARD (French) Archer.

ARCHER (English) Bowman; archer. Variations: Archar, Archard, Archor.

ARCHIBALD (German) Bold. Notable: Writer/poet Archibald MacLeish. Variations: Archaimbaud, Archambaud, Archambault, Archi, Archibaldes, Archibaldo, Archibales, Archibold, Archybald, Archybalde, Archybaldes, Archybauld, Archybaulde.


Top Names of the 1990s



	BOYS:
	
	GIRLS:



	1. Michael
	
	1. Jessica



	2. Christopher
	
	2. Ashley



	3. Matthew
	
	3. Emily



	4. Joshua
	
	4. Sarah



	5. Jacob
	
	5. Samantha



	6. Nicholas
	
	6. Amanda



	7. Andrew
	
	7. Brittany



	8. Daniel
	
	8. Elizabeth



	9. Tyler
	
	9. Taylor



	10. Joseph
	
	10. Megan



	11. Brandon
	
	11. Hannah



	12. David
	
	12. Kayla



	13. James
	
	13. Lauren



	14. Ryan
	
	14. Stephanie



	15. John
	
	15. Rachel



	16. Zachary
	
	16. Jennifer



	17. Justin
	
	17. Nicole



	18. William
	
	18. Alexis



	19. Anthony
	
	19. Victoria



	20. Robert
	
	20. Amber






ARCHIE (English) Short for Archer or Archibald. Notables: Comic book character Archie Andrews; TV’s Archie Bunker. Variations: Arche, Archee, Archey, Archy.

ARCHIMEDES (Greek) To first think about. Variations: Archim, Archymedes.

ARDAI (Celtic) Brave warrior. Variations: Ardae, Ardal, Arday.

ARDAL (Irish) Valor. Variations: Ardall, Ardghal.

ARDELL (Latin) Eager. Variation: Ardel.

ARDEN (Celtic) Eager. Variations: Ardan, Ardent, Ardin, Ardint, Ardon.

ARDLEY (English) From the fiery meadow. Variations: Ardleigh, Ardli, Ardlie, Ardly.

ARDMORE (Latin) Intense desire, ardent. Variations: Ardmoar, Ardmoare, Ardmoor, Ardmoore, Ardmor.

ARDON (Hebrew) Bronzed. From the Bible. Variations: Ardan, Arden, Ardin, Ardun, Ardyn.

ARE (Scandinavian) Eagle.

AREN (Danish) Eagle.

ARENTINO (Italian) Virtuous. Variations: Aretin, Aretine, Artyn, Artyno.

ARES (Greek) The god of war.

ARGUS (Greek) Bright. Variation: Argos.

ARGYLE (Gaelic) From town in Scotland. Variations: Argile, Argiles, Argyles.

ARI (Hebrew) Lion. Also, short for Aristotle. Variations: Aree, Arey, Arie, Ary, Arye.

ARIC (English) Ruler. Variations: Aaric, Aarick, Aarik, Arick, Arik, Aryc, Aryck, Aryk.

ARIEL (Hebrew) Lion of God. Notable: Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon. Variations: Arel, Ariell, Aryell.

ARIES (Latin) Sign of the ram in astrology. Variations: Arees, Ares, Aryes.

ARIF (Arabic) Knowledgeable. Variations: Aref, Areef, Aryf.

ARIKI (Polynesian) Chief. Variations: Aricki, Arikee, Arikey, Arikie, Ariky.

ARIOCH (Hebrew) Royal. Variation: Aryoch.

ARION (Greek) Mythological talking horse. Arian, Arien, Ariona, Arionah, Aryon, Aryona, Aryonah.

ARISTAEUS (Greek) Noble.

ARISTIDES (Greek) The best. Variations: Aristede, Aristedes, Aristide, Aristidis, Arisztid, Arystides, Arystydes.

ARISTOTLE (Greek) Superior. Notables: Greek philosopher Aristotle; shipping tycoon Aristotle Onassis. Variations: Ari, Aris, Aristo, Aristokles, Aristotal, Aristotel, Aristotelis. Aristotol, Aristott, Aristotyl.

ARJUN (Sanskrit) White. Variation: Arjuna.

ARKADY (Russian) Bold. Variations: Arkadee, Arkadey, Arkadi, Arkadie.

ARKELL (Norse) Eagle cauldron. Variation: Arkel.

ARKHIPPOS (Greek) Ruler of the horse.

ARKIN (Norwegian) Son of the eternal king. Variations: Aricin, Arkeen, Arkyn.

ARLEDGE (English) By the lake. Variations: Arlege, Arlidge, Arlledge, Arllege.

ARLEN (Irish) Pledge. Variations: Arlan, Arland, Arle, Arlin, Arlynd.

ARLES (Hebrew) Promise. Variations: Arlee, Arleigh, Arley, Arlie, Arlis, Arliss, Arly.

ARLO (Spanish) Bayberry tree. Notable: Singer/songwriter Arlo Guthrie. Variation: Arlow.

ARMAN (Hebrew) Castle. Variations: Armani, Armanie, Armany, Armen, Armin, Armon.

ARMAND (German) Man of the army. Notables: Actor Armand Assante; businessman Armand Hammer. Variations: Arman, Armande, Armando, Armin, Armon, Armond, Armonde, Armondo, Ormand, Ormond.

ARMOUREL (Gaelic) Dweller by the sea. Variation: Armourell.

ARMSTRONG (English) One who has a strong arm.

ARNAN (Hebrew) Joyful. Variation: Arnane.

ARNAUD (French) Ruler of eagles.

ARNBJORN (Scandinavian) Eagle bear.

ARNE (German) Eagle. A short form of Arnold.

ARNIE (German) Strong as an eagle. Short form of Arnold. Variations: Arne, Arney, Arni, Arny.

ARNETTE (English) Little eagle. Variations: Arnat, Arnatt, Arnet, Arnett, Arnot, Arnott.

ARNFINN (Norse) White. Variations: Arnfin, Arnfyn, Arnfynn.

ARNOLD (German) Strong as an eagle. Notables: Golfer Arnold Palmer; “Governator” Arnold Schwarzenegger. Variations: Ahnaldo, Ahnals, Ahneld, Ahneldo, Ahnold, Ahnoldo, Ahrelds, Ahrent, Arnal, Arnald, Arnalde, Arnaldo, Arnall, Arnelle, Arnaud, Arnaude, Arnaut, Arndt, Arnel, Arnele, Arnell, Arnelle, Arnes, Arness, Arnet, Arnett, Arnhold, Arnie, Arno, Arnol, Arnolde, Arnoldo, Arnoll, Arnolt, Arnot, Arnott, Arnoud, Arnst, Arnyld.

ARNON (Hebrew) Rushing stream. Variations: Arnan, Arnen, Arnin, Arnyn.

ARNOST (Czech) Determined.

AROD (Hebrew) Rapidly moving.

ARON (Hebrew) To sing. Form of Aaron.

AROON (Thai) Dawn. Variation: Aroone.

ARPAD (Hungarian) Prince.

ARRAN (Scottish) Island dweller. Variations: Aran, Aren, Arin, Aron, Arren, Arrin, Arron, Arryn, Aryn.

ARRIO (Spanish) Fierce; warlike. Variations: Ario, Arryo, Aryo.

ARSENIO (Greek) Virile; masculine. Notable: Comedian Arsenio Hall. Variations: Arcenio, Arsanio, Arsen, Arsene, Arseneo, Arsenius, Arseny, Arsenyo, Arsinio, Arsinyo, Arsonio.

ARSHA (Persian) Venerable. Variation: Arshah.

ARSHAD (Hindi) Devoted.

ARSHAM (Persian) Very powerful.

ART (English) Noble strength. Short form of Arthur. Variation: Arte.

ARTEMUS (Greek) One who follows Artemis, the Greek goddess of the hunt. Variations: Artamis, Artamus, Artemas, Artemis, Artimas, Artimis, Artimus.

ARTHUR (Celtic) Bear. Rock. Notables: King Arthur; tennis legend Arthur Ashe; mathematician/physicist/writer Arthur C. Clarke; playwright Arthur Miller. Variations: Artai, Artair, Artek, Arther, Arthor, Arthuro, Arthyr, Artie, Artis, Artius, Arto, Artor, Artur, Arturo, Artus, Atorus, Atur, Aurthur.

ARTIE (English) Short form of Arthur. Variations: Arte, Arty.

ARUN (Hindi) Reddish-brown sky.

ARUNDEL (English) Valley of the eagle. Variations: Arondel, Arundale, Arundell.

ARVA (Latin) From the coastal area. Variation: Arvah.

ARVAD (Hebrew) Exile. Variations: Arved, Arvid, Arvind, Arvinder.

ARVE (Scandinavian) Heir.

ARVID (Scandinavian) Eagle in a tree.

ARVIN (German) Friend of the people. Variations: Arv, Arvan, Arven, Arvid, Arvie, Arvon, Arvy, Arvyn.

ARVIND (Hindi) Red lotus. Variations: Arvinda, Aurobindo.

ARWYSTLI (Welsh) Good counsel.

ARYABHATA (Hindi) Astronomer.

ARYEH (Hebrew) Lion.

ARYO (Persian) Hero who fought against Alexander the Great.

ASA (Hebrew) Doctor. Variations: Ase, Aza.

ASAD (Arabic) More fortunate. Variations: Asid, Assad, Azad.

ASADEL (Arabic) Successful. Variations: Asadul, Asadyl.

ASAPH (Hebrew) Gather. Variations: Asaf, Asif, Asiph.

ASAREL (Hebrew) God has bound. Variation: Asarell.

ASARIEL (Greek) Guardian of Pisceans.

ASBRAND (Norse) Divine sword. Variations: Asbran, Asbrando, Asbrandt.

ASCANIUS (Greek) Ancient mythological figure.

ASCOT (English) Eastern cottage. Variation: Ascott.

ASEATH (Egyptian) Dedicated to God. Variation: Asenaf.

ASEEM (Hindi) Eternal.

ASGARD (Norse) Divine guardian. Variation: Asgar.

ASHBURN (English) Dweller at the ash-tree stream. Variations: Ashbern, Ashberne, Ashbirn, Ashbirne, Ashborn, Ashborne, Ashbourn, Ashbourne, Ashburne.

ASHBURTON (English) From the burnt-ash-tree town. Variations: Ashberton, Ashbirton.

ASHBY (English) Ash-tree farm. Variations: Ash, Ashbey, Ashbie, Ashburn.

ASHER (Hebrew) Happy. Variations: Asha, Ashah, Ashar, Asherman, Ashur.

ASHFORD (English) Place to cross a river near ash trees.

ASHLEY (English) Meadow of ash trees. Variations: Ashlea, Ashlee, Ashleigh, Ashlie, Ashlin, Ashly.

ASHLIN (English) Ash trees that encircle a pond. Variation: Ashlen.

ASHRAF (Arabic) More noble.

ASHTON (English) Town with ash trees. Notable: Actor Ashton Kutcher. Variations: Ashtan, Ashten, Ashtin, Ashtown, Ashtyn, Aston, Astown.

ASHRAF (Arabic) More noble.

ASHUR (Hebrew) Black. Variations: Asher, Ashir, Ashyr.

ASHWIN (Hindi) Star. Variations: Ashwan, Ashwen, Ashwon, Ashwyn.

ASIEL (Hebrew) Created by God. Variation: Asyel.

ASIM (Arabic) Guardian. Variation: Asym.

ASKER (Turkish) Warrior. Variation: Aske.

ASLAK (Norse) Divine sport.

ASMUNDER (Norse) Divine hand. Variations: Asmund, Asmundo.

ASRIEL (Hebrew) Prince of God. Variation: Azriel.

ASTLEY (Greek) Starlit field. Variations: Asterlee, Asterleigh, Asterley, Asterlie, Asterly, Astlea, Astlee, Astleigh, Astlie, Astly.

ASTON (English) Eastern town. Variations: Asten, Astin.

ASTRAEUS (Greek) The starry one.

ASTYANAX (Greek) King of the city.

ASVARD (Norse) Protector. Variation: Asvardo.

ASVOR (Norse) Discreet. Variations: Asvar, Asver, Asvir.

ASWAD (Arabic) Black.

ASWIN (English) Friend with a spear. Variations: Aswinn, Aswyn, Aswynn.

ATA (African) Twin. Variations: Atah, Atta.

ATAGULKALU (Native American) Pitched trees.

ATAIAH (Hebrew) God helps. Variation: Ataya.

ATALIK (Hungarian) Like his father. Variation: Atalyk.

ATARAH (Hebrew) Crown. Variation: Atara.

ATHELSTAN (English) High-borne rock. Variations: Athalstan, Athilstan, Athol, Atholstan, Athylstan.

ATHERTON (English) Town by the spring. Variations: Athaton, Atheton, Atholton.

ATHOL (Gaelic) From Ireland. Variations: Athal, Athalton, Athel, Athelton, Athil, Athilton, Atholton, Athyl.

ATIAH (Arabic) Ready.

ATID (Thai) Sun.

ATIF (Arabic) To sympathize.

ATKINS (English) Place name. Variations: Atkin, Atkyn, Atkyns.

ATLAS (Greek) Carry a burden.

ATLEY (English) Meadow. Variations: Atlea, Atlee, Atleigh, Attlee, Attleigh, Attley, Attli, Attlie, Attly.

ATMAN (Hindi) Soul.

ATREUS (Greek) Ancient mythological figure.

ATSIDI (Native American) Blacksmith.

ATSU (African) Second of twins.

ATTICUS (Latin) From Athens. Notable: Atticus Finch, character in To Kill a Mockingbird.

ATTILA (Old German) Little father. Notable: King and general Attila the Hun. Variations: Atilio, Atou, Attilah, Attilio, Attyla, Attylah.


School Daze: Names from Teachers (Part I)

Teachers often have the best access to up-and-coming, diverse names. This selection comes from a second grade class in Livingston, New Jersey:



	Allix
	
	Kimia



	Ariella
	
	Maanas



	Bar
	
	Mallika



	Bari
	
	Nadav



	Beagy
	
	Orentino



	Cataldo
	
	Pardis



	Clement
	
	Payton



	Eeshin
	
	Remi



	Gavriel
	
	Sahar



	Giacomo
	
	Sohan



	Gianna
	
	Tali



	Hasan
	
	Thalia



	Hoihim
	
	Yuval



	Karmyn
	
	Zain



	Kashimire
	
	Zigie






ATU (African) Born on Saturday.

ATUANYA (African) Unexpected.

ATWATER (English) By the water. Variation: Attwater.

ATWELL (English) At the well. Variations: Attwel, Atwel.

ATWOOD (English) At the woods. Variation: Attwood.

ATWORTH (English) At the farm. Variation: Attworth.

ATYAANANDA (Hindi) Joyful.

ATZEL (Hebrew) Noble. Variation: Azel.

AUBERON (German) King of the fairies. A form of Oberon.

AUBREY (English) Power. Variations: Auben, Aubery, Aubin, Aubrie, Aubry, Aubury.

AUBURN (English) Reddish brown. Variations: Abern, Aberne, Abirn, Abirne, Aburn, Aburne, Auban, Auben, Aubern, Aubin, Aubirn, Aubirne, Auburne.

AUDEN (English) Old friend. Variations: Audan, Audin, Audon, Audyn.

AUDIE (German) Strong. Notable: Actor and war hero Audie Murphy. Variations: Audi, Audley.

AUDRIC (German) Noble ruler. Variations: Audrick, Audrik.

AUGIE (Latin) Short for August or Augustus. Variations: Auggie, Augy.

AUGUST (Latin) Worthy of respect. Notable: Playwright August Wilson. Variations: Agostino, Agosto, Aguistin, Agust, Agustin, Agustino, Auguste, Augustin, Augustine, Augustino, Augusto, Augustus, Augy, Avgust.

AUGUSTUS (Latin) Venerable. Notable: Roman Emperor Augustus Caesar. Variations: Agustas, Agustin, Agustus, Agustys, Augustinas, Augustyne.

AUKAI (Hawaiian) Sailor.

AUKAKE (Hawaiian) Wise. Variations: Augate, Aukukeko, Aukukino.

AULAY (Scottish) Forefather.

AULELIO (Hawaiian) Golden. Variation: Aurelio.

AUREK (Polish) Fair haired.

AURELIAN (Latin) Golden dawn. Variations: Aurel, Aurelio.

AURELIUS (Latin) Golden. Variations: Areliano, Aurelio, Aurelo, Auriel.

AURIEL (Hebrew) Lion of God.

AUSTIN (Latin) Form of Augustine or Augustus. Notable: Film spy Austin Powers. Variations: Astin, Austan, Austen, Auston, Austyn.

AVANINDRA (Hindi) Lord of the earth.

AVELL (Russian) Breath.

AVENALL (French) Oat pasture. Variations: Aveneil, Aveneill, Avenel, Avenell, Avenil, Avenill.

AVERILL (English) Fighting boar. Notable: U.S. diplomat Averell Harriman. Variations: Ave, Averel, Averell, Averil, Averyl, Averyll, Avrel, Avrell, Avrill, Avryll.

AVERY (English) Counselor. Notable: Philanthropist Avery Fisher.

AVI (Hebrew) My God.

AVIAH (Hebrew) My father is Lord. Variations: Abia, Abiah, Abijah, Avia, Aviya.

AVIDAN (Hebrew) God is fair.

AVIDOR (Hebrew) Father of a people.

AVIKAR (Hebrew) My father is priceless.

AVINOAM (Hebrew) Pleasant father.

AVIRAM (Hebrew) My father is strong. Variations: Abiram, Avram, Avrom, Avrum.

AVISHAI (Hebrew) Gift from God. Variations: Abishai, Avisha, Avshai.

AVITAL (Hebrew) Father of dew. Variations: Abital, Avitul.

AVIUR (Hebrew) Father of fire.

AVIV (Hebrew) Spring.

AVLAR (German) Old army. Variations: Avler, Avlor.

AVNIEL (Hebrew) My God is my strength.

AWAN (Native American) Somebody. Variations: Awen, Awin, Awon, Awyn.

AWST (Welsh) Great.

AXEL (Scandinavian) Father of peace. Reward from God. Notable: Musician Axl Rose of Guns N’ Roses. Variations: Aksel, Ax, Axe, Axell, Axelle, Axil, Axill, Axl.

AXELROD (German) Shoulder. Wheel.

AYER (French) Heir.

AYINDE (African) Given praise.

AYIZE (African) Let it come.

AYLMER (English) Noble. Variations: Ailmer, Elmer.

AYLWARD (English) Noble guardian. Variation: Ailward.

AYLWIN (Welsh) Noble friend. Variations: Ailwan, Ailwen, Ailwin, Ailwyn, Alwan, Alwen, Alwin, Alwon, Alwyn.

AYMAN (Arabic) Lucky.

AYMIL (Greek) Industrious. Variations: Aimil, Aimyl.

AYMON (French) Wise protector. Variations: Aiman, Aimen, Aimin, Aimon.

AYO (African) Happiness.

AZ (Hebrew) Powerful.

AZAD (Turkish) Free. Variations: Asad, Azzad.

AZAI (Hebrew) Strength. Variation: Azzai.

AZARIAH (Hebrew) God aids and blesses. Variation: Azaria.

AZEEM (Arabic) Defender. Variations: Aseem, Asim.

AZEL (Hebrew) Noble. Variations: Azal, Azil, Azol, Azyl.

AZI (African) Youth. Variations: Azee, Azie.

AZIK (Russian) Laughter.

AZIM (Arabic) Defender. Variations: Aseem, Asim, Azeem.

AZIZ (Arabic) Powerful.

AZRIEL (Hebrew) Help from God. Variation: Azrael.

AZURIAH (Hebrew) Aided by God. Variation: Azuria.

AZZAN (Hebrew) Great strength. Variations: Azza, Azzah.

[image: ]

BAASU (Hindi) Prosperous.

BABAR (Hindi) Lion. Notable: Babar the Elephant (not lion!) from children’s literature. Variation: Baber.

BACCHUS (Latin) God of wine.

BACHIR (Hebrew) Oldest son.

BADAR (Arabic) Full moon. Variations: Badr, Badru.

BADEN (German) Bather. Variations: Baeden, Bayden.

BADRICK (English) Ax ruler. Variations: Badric, Badrik, Badryc, Badryck, Badryk.

BAEZ (Welsh) Boar.

BAHA (Arabic) Brilliance. Magnificent.

BAHIR (Arabic) Dazzling.

BAHJAT (Arabic) Happiness. Variation: Bahgat.

BAHRAM (Persian) Ancient King. Variation: Bairam.

BAILEY (French) Steward or bailiff. Variations: Bailee, Baileigh, Bailie, Bailin, Baillie, Baily, Baylee, Bayley, Bayly.

BAINBRIDGE (Irish) Pale bridge. Variations: Baenbridge, Bain, Baine, Baynbridge, Bayne, Baynebridge.

BAIRD (Irish) A traveling singer. Variations: Bard, Barde, Barr, Bayerd, Bayrd.

BAIS (Arabic) Awakens. Variation: Bays.

BAKARI (African) Promising. Variations: Bakarie, Bakary.

BAKER (English) One who bakes. Variations: Bax, Baxter.

BAKR (Arabic) Camel. Variation: Bakor.

BAL (Hindi) An infant with a full head of hair.

BALA (Hindi) Child. Variations: Balen, Balu, Balun.

BALABHADRA (Hindi) Lucky. Variation: Balu.

BALAKRISHNA (Hindi) Young Krishna.

BALDEMAR (German) Bold. Variations: Baldemer, Baldemero, Baldmar, Baldmare, Baldur, Baumer.

BALDER (English) Brave warrior. Variations: Baldur, Baudier.

BALDEV (Hindi) Strong god.

BALDRIC (German) Brave ruler. Variations: Baudric, Baldrick, Baldrik, Baldry, Baldryck, Baldryk.

BALDWIN (German) Brave friend. Variations: Bald, Baldovino, Balduin, Baldwinn, Baldwyn, Baldwynn, Balldwin, Baudoin.

BALFOUR (Gaelic) Grazing land. Variations: Balfor, Balfore.

BALIN (Hindi) Soldier. Variations: Bali, Baylin, Baylon.

BALINT (Hungarian) Healthy and strong. Variation: Balynt.

BALLARD (German) Mighty. Variation: Ballerd.

BALRAJ (Hindi) Strong king.

BALSYS (Lithuanian) War council. Variation: Balsis.

BALTHASAR (Greek) One of the Three Wise Men of Christmas. Notable: Actor Balthazar Getty. Variations: Baldassaren, Balta, Baltasar, Baltazar, Balthazar, Belshazzar.

BANAN (Irish) White. Variations: Banen, Banin, Banon, Banquo, Banyn.

BANCROFT (English) Bean field.

BANDI (Hungarian) Strong and brave. Variations: Bandee, Bandey, Bandie, Bandy.

BANDIT (English) Outlaw. Variation: Banditt.

BANE (Hawaiian) Son of the farmer. A form of Bartholomew. Variations: Baen, Baene, Bain, Baine, Ban, Bayn, Bayne.

BANNER (English) Bearing a flag. Variations: Bannar, Bannor.

BANNING (Irish) Small and fair.

BAO (Chinese) Treasure.

BAOTHGHALACH (Irish) Foolish pride. Variations: Behellagh, Beolagh, Boetius.

BAPTIST (Greek) To baptize. Variations: Badezon, Baptista, Baptiste, Battista.

BAQIR (Arabic) Learned.

BARAK (Hebrew) Lightning; (African) Blessing. Notable: U.S. President Barack Obama. Variations: Barack, Barrak.

BARAM (Hebrew) Son of the people. Variations: Barem, Berim, Barom, Barym.

BARAN (Russian) Ram. Variations: Baren, Barin, Baron, Barran, Barren, Barrin, Barron, Barryn, Baryn.

BARBER (French) Hair cutter.

BARCLAY (English) Valley of the birches. Variations: Barcley, Barklay, Barkley, Barklie, Berkeley.

BARD (Irish) Poet. Form of Baird. Variations: Bairde, Barde, Bardoul, Barr.

BARDEN (English) Valley of barley. Variations: Bairdan, Bairden, Bairdin, Bairdon, Bairdyn, Bardan, Barden, Bardon, Bardyn.

BARDOLF (German) Wolf that wields an ax. Variations: Bardo, Bardolph, Bardou, Bardoul, Bardulf, Bardulph.

BARDRICK (German) Soldier with an ax. Variations: Bardick, Bardric, Bardrik.

BAREND (Scandinavian) Strong bear. Variation: Barand.

BARIS (Turkish) Peaceful.

BARKER (English) Lumberjack.

BARLOW (English) Bare hillside. Variation: Barlowe.

BARNABAS (Hebrew) Comfort. Notable: Vampire Barnabas Collins from the classic TV soap Dark Shadows. Variations: Barnabus, Barnebas, Barnebus, Barney, Barnibas, Barnibus.

BARNABY (English) A form of Barnabas. Variations: Barnabe, Barnabey, Barnabie, Burnaby.

BARNARD (French) Bold as a bear. Form of Bernard. Variations: Barnhard, Barnhardo, Barnhart.

BARNES (English) Barn.

BARNETT (English) Baronet. Variation: Barnet.

BARNEY (English) Comfort. Form of Barnabas. Variations: Barnie, Barny.


Contemporary Royal Names

Popular members of European royal families may add some cachet to your own family!



	BOYS:
	
	GIRLS:



	Albert
	
	Alexandra



	Andrea
	
	Beatrice



	Andrew
	
	Caroline



	Carl
	
	Charlotte



	Charles
	
	Diana



	Edward
	
	Elizabeth



	Henry
	
	Eugenie



	Phillip
	
	Madeleine



	Pierre
	
	Stephanie



	William
	
	Victoria






BARNUM (English) A baron’s home. Variation: Barnham.

BARON (English) Nobleman. Variations: Baran, Baren, Barin, Baron, Baryn, Barran, Barren, Barrin, Barron, Barryn.

BARR (English) Gateway. Variations: Bar, Barre.

BARRA (Irish) Fair haired. Variations: Bara, Barah.

BARRETT (German) Strong as a bear. Variations: Baret, Barett, Barit, Baritt, Barret, Barrhet, Barrhett, Barrit, Barritt.

BARRIC (English) From the grain farm. Variations: Barrick, Barrik, Beric, Berrick, Berrik.

BARRINGTON (English) Enclosed town. Variation: Barington.

BARRIS (Welsh) Army son. Variations: Baris, Barrys, Barys.

BARRY (Irish) Marksman. Notables: R&B singer Barry White; baseball player Barry Bonds. Variations: Barrie, Barrymore.

BART (English) Short form of Bartholomew or Barton. Notable: Bart Simpson from the cartoon The Simpsons. Variation: Barte.

BARTHOLOMEW (Hebrew) Farmer’s son. Variations: Baremo, Barholomee, Bart, Bartek, Bartel, Barteleleus, Bartelmes, Barteo, Barth, Barthel, Barthelemi, Barthelemy, Barthelmy, Barthlomeo, Bartholdy, Bartholomacus, Bartholome, Bartholomeus, Bartholomieu, Bartholomy, Bartoli, Bartolo, Bartolome, Bartolomeo, Bartram.

BARTLET (English) Form of Bartholomew. Variation: Bartlett.

BARTLEY (English) Barley meadow. Variations: Bartlee, Bartleigh, Bartlie, Bartly.

BARTON (English) Field of barley. Variations: Bartin, Bartyn.

BARTRAM (English) Raven. Variations: Barthram, Bertram.

BARUCH (Hebrew) Blessed.

BARUTI (African) Teacher.

BASANT (Hindi) Spring.

BASIL (Greek) Royal. Notables: Actor Basil Rathbone; Basil Fawlty from TV’s Fawlty Towers. Variations: Basile, Basilio, Basilios, Basilius, Basino, Bazel, Bazil, Bazyl, Bazyli, Vasilis, Vassily.

BASIM (Arabic) To smile. Variations: Basam, Baseem, Basem, Bassam, Bassem, Bassim.

BASIR (Turkish) Intelligent. Variation: Bashir.

BASSETT (English) Short person. Variations: Baset, Basett, Basset.

BASTIAN (English) Short form of Sebastian; from Sebaste. Variations: Bastien, Bastion.

BAT (English) Short form of Bartholomew. Farmer.

BAUL (English) Snail.

BAURICE (African American) Variation of Maurice.

BAVOL (English; Gypsy) The wind. Variations: Baval, Bavel, Bavil, Beval, Bevel, Bevil.

BAXTER (English) Form of Baker.

BAY (Vietnamese) Born on Saturday. Variation: Baye.

BAYARD (English) Reddish-brown hair. Variation: Baiardo.

BEACAN (Irish) Small. Variations: Beag, Bec, Becan, Beagan.

BEACHER (English) Near beech trees. Variations: Beach, Beachy, Beecher, Beechy.

BEAGAN (Gaelic) Small child. Variations: Beagen, Beagin, Beegan.

BEALE (English) Handsome. Variations: Beal, Beall, Beals, Beil, Beill.

BEAMAN (English) Beekeeper. Variations: Beamen, Beeman, Beman.

BEAMER (English) Horn player. Variation: Beemer.

BEANON (Irish) Good. Variations: Beinean, Beineon, Binean.

BEARACH (Irish) Spear-like. Variations: Bearchan, Bercnan, Bergin.

BEASLEY (English) Pea field.

BEATTIE (Gaelic) One who brings blessings. Variations: Beatie, Beatty, Beetie, Beety.

BEAU (French) Handsome. Notables: Actor Beau Bridges; English dandy and wit Beau Brummel. Variations: Beaux, Bo.

BEAUFORT (French) A beautiful fort. Variation: Beauford.

BEAUMONT (French) Beautiful mountain. Variations: Beaumount, Bomont, Bomount, Bowmont.

BEAUREGARD (French) Beautiful gaze. Variations: Beaureguard, Boregard.

BECHER (Hebrew) First born. Variation: Bechor.

BECK (English) Brook. Variation: Bec.

BECKER (English) By the brook. Variation: Beckett.

BEDAWS (Welsh) Birch tree.

BEDE (English) Prayer.

BEDFORD (English) Place name.

BEDIR (Turkish) Full moon. Variations: Bedire, Bedyre.

BEDIVERE (Welsh) Birch tree meadow.

BEDRICH (Czech) Ruler of peace.

BEINISH (Hebrew) Son of the right hand.

BEIRCHEART (Irish) Shining army.

BELA (Czech) White. Notable: Actor Bela Lugosi.

BELDEN (English) Beautiful valley. Variations: Beldan, Beldin, Beldon, Beldyn, Bellden, Belldon.

BELEN (Greek) Arrow.

BELLAMY (French) Handsome companion. Variations: Belamy, Bell, Bellamey, Bellamie.

BELLO (African) Assistant. Variation: Belo.

BELMIRO (Portuguese) Handsome. Variation: Belmirow.

BELVEDERE (Italian) Handsome. Variations: Belveder, Belvidere.

BEM (African) Peace.

BEMIDII (Native American) River by a lake. Variation: Bemidi.

BEMUS (Latin) Foundation. Variation: Bemis.

BEN (Hebrew) Son of my right hand. Short for Benjamin. Notables: Ice cream entrepreneur Ben Cohen; actors Ben Affleck and Ben Stiller. Variation: Benn.

BENAIAH (Hebrew) God builds. Variations: Benaya, Benayahu, Beniah.

BEN-AMI (Hebrew) Son of the people.

BENDAL (English) Bean field. Variations: Bendall, Bendel.

BENEDICT (Latin) Blessed. Notables: Revolutionary general and traitor Benedict Arnold; Pope Benedict XVI. Variations: Bence, Benci, Bendek, Bendict, Bendik, Bendix, Benedek, Benedetto, Benedick, Benedictas, Benedicto, Benedictus, Benedik, Benedikt, Benedix, Benedyck, Benek.

BENITO (Italian) Blessed. Italian form of Benedict. Notable: Fascist dictator of Italy, Benito Mussolini. Variations: Benedo, Benino, Benno.

BENJAMIN (Hebrew) Son of my right hand. Notables: Statesman Benjamin Franklin; British Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli; Dr. Benjamin Spock. Variations: Benejamen, Beniamino, Benjaman, Benjamen, Benjamino, Benjamon, Benjamyn, Benji, Benjie, Benjiman, Benjimen, Benjy, Bennie, Benny, Binyamin, Minyamin, Minyomei, Minyomi.

BENJIRO (Japanese) Peaceful.

BENNES (Czech) Blessed.

BENNETT (English) Formal version of Benedict. Notable: Publisher and editor Bennett Cerf. Variations: Benet, Benett, Bennet.

BENNY (English) Son of my right hand. Short form of Benjamin. Notables: British comedian Benny Hill; bandleader Benny Goodman. Variations: Benne, Benney, Benni, Bennie, Benno.

BENOIT (French) Blessed. Form of Benedict.

BENONI (Hebrew) Son of a sorrowful mother. Variations: Benonee, Benoney, Benony.

BENSON (English) Son of Benjamin. Variations: Bensen, Bensin, Benssen, Bensson, Bensyn.

BENTLEY (English) Meadow of coarse grass. Variations: Bentlea, Bentlee, Bentleigh, Bentlie, Bently.

BENTON (English) Ben’s town. Variations: Bentan, Benten, Bentin, Bentyn.

BENZI (Hebrew) Good son. Variations: Benzie, Ben-Zion.

BEPPE (Italian) God will increase. Variation: Bepe.

BER (Hebrew) Bear.

BERACH (Irish) Looking straight at the mark. Variations: Berac, Berack, Berak, Birac, Birack, Birak, Burac, Burack, Burak.

BERDY (Russian) Very smart.

BERESFORD (English) Field of barley. Variation: Berresford.

BERG (German) Mountain. Variations: Borg, Burg.

BERGEN (Scandinavian) Hill dweller. Variations: Bergin, Birgin.

BERGER (French) Shepherd.

BERK (Turkish) Solid. Variation: Berke.

BERKELEY (English) Town where birches grow. Variations: Barclay, Barcley, Barklay, Barkley, Barklie, Barkly, Berklee, Berkley.

BERLE (German) Wine servant. Variation: Berl.

BERLYN (German) Son of a wine servant.

BERNAL (German) Bear-like. Variations: Bern, Bernald, Bernel.

BERNARD (German) Brave as a bear. Notable: Statesman Bernard Baruch. Variations: Barnard, Barnardo, Barney, Barnhard, Barnhardo, Barnie, Barny, Bearnard, Bernad, Bernadek, Bernaldim, Bernaldo, Bernardas, Bernardel, Bernardin, Bernardino, Bernardo, Bernardyn, Berneen, Berngard, Bernhard, Bernhardo, Bernhart, Bernie, Berny, Burnard.

BERNIE (German) Brave as a bear. Short form of Bernard. Variations: Berney, Berny, Birness, Birney, Birnie, Birny, Burney, Burnie, Burny.

BERNSTEIN (German) Amber stone. Variation: Bernsteen.

BERRY (English) Small fruit. Variation: Berrie.

BERT (English) Bright and shining. Notables: Actors Burt Reynolds and Burt Lancaster; composer Burt Bacharach; Sesame Street’s Bert—the best friend of Ernie. Variations: Bertie, Berty, Burt, Burtt, Burty.

BERTHOLD (German) Bright. Variations: Bertold, Bertolde, Bertoldi, Bertolt, Bertuccio, Burthold, Burtholde.

BERTIE (English) Bright and shining. Short form of Bert. Variation: Burt.

BERTIL (Scandinavian) Bright. Variations: Bertel, Bertyl, Birtil, Burtil.

BERTIN (Spanish) Good friend. Variations: Bertan, Berten, Berton.

BERTO (Spanish) Noble. Variation: Burto.

BERTRAM (German) Brightly colored raven. Variations: Bartok, Bartram, Beltran, Bertramus, Bertran, Bertrand, Bertrando, Bertraum, Bertrem, Betram.

BERWICK (English) From the barley farm. Variations: Berwic, Berwik, Berwyck.

BERWIN (English) Friend at harvest time. Variations: Berwyn, Berwynn, Berwynne.

BETHEL (Hebrew) House of God. Variation: Bethell.

BETSERAI (African) Help.

BETZALEL (Hebrew) In God’s shadow.

BEVAL (English) Like the wind. Variations: Bevel, Bevil, Bevyl.

BEVAN (Welsh) Son of Evan. Variations: Beavan, Beaven, Beven, Bevin, Bevon, Bevyn.

BEVERLY (English) Meadow of beavers. Variations: Beverlee, Beverleigh, Beverley, Beverlie.

BEVIS (French) From Beauvais, a town in France. Variations: Beauvais, Beavis.

BEYNON (Welsh) Reliable. Variation: Beinon.

BHAKATI (Hindi) Devotion.

BHANU (Hindi) The sun.

BHARAT (Hindi) Maintenance.

BHASKARA (Hindi) Provides light. Variation: Bhaskar.

BHASVAN (Hindi) Light. Variation: Bhaswar.

BHAVNISH (Hindi) King.

BHIMA (Sanskrit) Strong and mighty. Variation: Bhama.

BIALAS (Polish) White. Variation: Bialy.

BICKEL (German) Pick ax. Variation: Bikel.

BICKFORD (English) Ax wielding.


Top Names of the 2000s



	BOYS:
	
	GIRLS:



	1. Jacob
	
	1. Emily



	2. Michael
	
	2. Madison



	3. Joshua
	
	3. Emma



	4. Matthew
	
	4. Olivia



	5. Daniel
	
	5. Hannah



	6. Christopher
	
	6. Abigail



	7. Andrew
	
	7. Isabella



	8. Ethan
	
	8. Samantha



	9. Joseph
	
	9. Elizabeth



	10. William
	
	10. Ashley



	11. Anthony
	
	11. Alexis



	12. David
	
	12. Sarah



	13. Alexander
	
	13. Sophia



	14. Nicholas
	
	14. Alyssa



	15. Ryan
	
	15. Grace



	16. Tyler
	
	16. Ava



	17. James
	
	17. Taylor



	18. John
	
	18. Brianna



	19. Jonathan
	
	19. Lauren



	20. Noah
	
	20. Chloe






BIJAN (Persian) Ancient hero. Variations: Bihjan, Bijon, Binjhan.

BILAL (Arabic) The chosen one. Variation: Billal.

BILL (German) A short form of William. Notables: U.S. President Bill Clinton; comedians Bill Cosby, Bill Murray, and Bill Maher. Variations: Bil, Byl, Byll.

BILLY (German) Short form of William. Notable: Singer/songwriter Billy Joel. Variations: Billey, Billie.

BING (German) A pot-shaped hollow. Also, a type of cherry. Notable: Crooner Bing Crosby.

BINH (Vietnamese) Peaceful.

BIRCH (English) A birch tree. Notable: Senator Birch Bayh. Variations: Birk, Burch.

BIRGER (Scandinavian) To help. Variations: Birghir, Borge, Borje, Borre, Byrghir, Byrgir.

BIRKETT (English) Area with birch trees. Variations: Birket, Birkit, Birkitt, Burket, Burkett, Burkitt.

BIRKEY (English) Island of birch. Variations: Birkee, Birkie, Birky.

BIRLEY (English) Cow pasture. Variations: Birlie, Birly.

BIRNEY (English) Brook with an island. Variations: Birnie, Birny, Burney, Burnie.

BIRTLE (English) Hill with birds.

BISAHALANI (Native American) Speaker.

BISHAMON (Japanese) God of war.

BISHOP (English) Bishop. Variation: Bishup.

BISHVAJIT (Hindi) Victor of the world.

BIX (English) Nickname for Bixby, a last name.

BJORN (Scandinavian) Bear. Form of Bernard.

BLACKBURN (Scottish) By the dark brook. Variations: Blackbern, Blackberne, Blackborn, Blackborne, Blackburne.

BLADE (English) Sword. Variations: Bladen, Blaid, Blaide, Blayde.

BLAGDEN (English) Dark valley.

BLAGGOST (Slavic) Welcomed.

BLAINE (Irish) Thin. Variations: Blain, Blane, Blayne.

BLAIR (English) Flat piece of land. Notable: Actor Blair Underwood. Variations: Blaire, Blayr, Blayre.

BLAISE (Latin) Stutterer. Variations: Balas, Blais, Blaize, Blase, Blayse, Blayze, Blaze.

BLAKE (English) Attractive. Notable: Director Blake Edwards. Variations: Blaike, Blayke.

BLAKELY (English) Dark meadow. Variations: Blakelee, Blakeley, Blakelie.

BLANCO (Spanish) White.

BLANFORD (English) Ford of the gray man. Variation: Blandford.

BLAZEJ (Czech) Stutterer.

BLEDDYN (Welsh) Wolf hero. Variations: Bleddian, Bledian, Bledig, Bledin, Bledyn.

BLISS (English) Joy. Variation: Blyss.

BLUMENTHAL (German) From the flowery valley.

BLUNDEL (French) Blond haired. Variations: Blundell, Blundelle, Blunden.


Automobile Names

Men often name their cars after women. Today, more and more parents are inspired to name their babies after cars!



	BOYS:
	
	GIRLS:



	Acura
	
	Acadia



	Amanti
	
	Altima



	Aston Martin
	
	Celica



	Audi
	
	Camry



	Bentley
	
	Corvette



	Chevy
	
	Elantra



	Cooper
	
	Jetta



	Durango
	
	Kia



	Ferrari
	
	Lexus



	Ford
	
	Mercedes



	Forester
	
	Porsche



	Jaguar
	
	Maybach



	Lancer
	
	Mazda



	Lincoln
	
	Mercedes



	Maxima
	
	Savana



	Montero
	
	Sedona



	Rio
	
	Shelby



	Taurus
	
	Sienna



	Yaris
	
	Sierra






BLY (Native American) High. Variations: Bli, Bligh, Bly.

BLYTHE (English) Merry and carefree. Variation: Blithe.

BO (Chinese) Precious.

BOAZ (Hebrew) Quick. Variations: Bo, Boas, Boase.

BOB (English) Bright fame. Nickname for Robert. Notables: Singers Bob Dylan and Bob Marley.

BOBO (African) Born on Tuesday.

BOBBY (English) Bright fame. Short form of Robert. Notables: Celebrity chef Bobby Flay; baseball player/manager Bobby Cox. Variations: Bobbey, Bobbie, Bobby.

BODAWAY (Native American) Fire maker.

BODEN (French) Messenger of news. Variations: Bodin, Bowden, Bowdoin.

BODHI (Sanskrit) Enlightenment.

BODIE (Scandinavian) Shelter. Variation: Bodee.

BODIL (Scandinavian) Dominant. Variation: Bodyl.

BODNAR (Danish) Lead battle warrior. Variations: Bodna, Bodo.

BODUA (African) Animal tail.

BODULF (Danish) Fierce wolf leader.

BOGART (French) Strength of a bow. Variations: Bogar, Bogey, Bogie.

BOGDAN (Slavic) God’s gift. Variations: Bogden, Bogdin, Bogdon, Bogdyn.

BOGO (German) Bow.

BOGUCHWAL (Polish) God’s glory. Variations: Bogufal, Boguslaw, Bogusz, Bohusz.

BOGUMIERZ (Polish) God is great.

BOGUMIL (Polish) God’s love. Variation: Bogomil.

BOHDAN (Czech) Gift from God. Variations: Bogdan, Bogdashka.

BOHUMIL (Czech) God’s love.

BOHUMIR (Czech) God is great.

BOHUSLAV (Czech) God’s glory.

BOJAN (Czech) War. Variations: Bojanek, Bojek, Bojik.

BOLDISAR (Hungarian) Member of the war council.

BOLESLAV (Czech) Great glory. Variation: Boleslaw.

BOLTON (English) Town in Britain.

BOMANI (African) Strong soldier. Variation: Bonamy.

BONAR (French) Gentle. Variations: Bonnar, Bonner.

BONARO (Italian) Good friend.

BONAVENTURE (Latin) Blessed adventure.

BOND (English) Man of the land. Variations: Bonde, Bondon, Bonds.

BON-HWA (Korean) Glorious.

BONIFACE (Latin) Fortunate. Variations: Bonifacio, Bonifacius.

BONO (Latin) All good. Notable: U2’s Bono. Variations: Bon, Bonus.

BOOKER (English) Bible or book lover. Notable: Educator Booker T. Washington.

BOONE (French) Good. Variation: Boon.

BOOTH (English) House. Notable: Writer Booth Tarkington. Variation: Boothe.

BORAK (Arabic) Lightning flash. Variations: Borac, Borack.

BORDEN (English) Boar’s house. Variations: Bordan, Bordin, Bordon, Bordyn.

BORG (Scandinavian) Castle. Variation: Borge.

BORIS (Slavic) Warrior. Notables: Actor Boris Karloff; writer Boris Pasternak; tennis player Boris Becker. Variations: Boriss, Borris, Borys.

BORIVOJ (Czech) Great soldier. Variations: Bovra, Bovrek, Bovrik.

BORKA (Russian) Warrior.

BORNANI (African) Warrior.

BORR (Scandinavian) Youth.

BORYSLAW (Polish) Glory in battle.

BOSEDA (African) Born on Sunday.

BOSLEY (English) Of or near the woods. Variations: Boslee, Boslie.

BOSTON (English) Named for the capital city of Massachusetts. Variations: Bostan, Bosten, Bostin, Bostyn.

BOSWELL (English) From the boar enclosure by the stream. Variation: Boswel.

BOSWORTH (English) From the boar enclosure.

BOTAN (Japanese) Long life.

BOTOLF (English) Wolf. Variations: Botolph, Botulf.

BOUR (African) Rock.

BOUREY (Cambodian) Country.

BOURNE (French) Boundary. Variations: Borne, Bourn, Bourney.

BOUTROS (Arabic; Greek) Rock. A form of Peter. Variation: Boutro.

BOWEN (Gaelic) Small son. Variation: Bow.

BOWIE (Irish) Blond. Notable: Former baseball commissioner Bowie Kuhn.

BOYCE (French) Forest. Variations: Boice, Boise.

BOYD (Gaelic) Blond. Variations: Boid, Boydan, Boyde, Boyden, Boydin, Boydon, Boydyn.

BOYNE (Irish) White cow. Variations: Boine, Boyn.

BOYNTON (Irish) From the white cow river town. Variations: Boyntown.

BOZIDAR (Czech) Gift from God. Variations: Bovza, Bovzek, Bozider, Bozydar.

BRAD (English) Short form of Bradford or Bradley. Notables: Actors Brad Pitt and Brad Garrett. Variations: Bradd, Brade.

BRADBURN (English) From the broad stream. Variations: Bradbern, Bradberne, Bradborn, Bradborne, Bradbourn, Bradbourne.

BRADEN (English) Broad meadow. Variations: Bradan, Brade, Bradie, Bradin, Bradon, Braeden, Brayden, Braydon.

BRADFORD (English) A wide stream. Variations: Brad, Bradburn, Braddford, Bradforde.

BRADLEY (English) A wide meadow. Variations: Brad, Bradlea, Bradlee, Bradleigh, Bradlie, Bradly.

BRADMAN (English) Broad man. Variation: Bradmen.

BRADON (English) From the broad valley. Variations: Bradan, Braden, Bradin, Bradon, Bradyn, Braeden, Braedin, Braedon, Braedyn.

BRADSHAW (English) Wide forest.

BRADY (English) Broad island. Variations: Bradey, Bradie, Braidy.

BRAEDAN (Irish) From the dark valley. Variations: Braeden, Braydan, Brayden.

BRAGE (Norse) Son of Odin. Variation: Bragg.

BRAGI (Scandinavian) Poet.

BRAHMA (Hindi) Prayer.

BRAINARD (English) Princely. Variation: Brainerd.

BRAM (Scottish) Bramble. Notable: Dracula writer Bram Stoker. Variation: Bramm.

BRAMWELL (English) Town in Britain. Variations: Brammell, Bramwel, Branwell.

BRAN (Welsh) Raven.

BRANCH (Latin) Branch from a tree.

BRAND (English) Short form of Brandon. Variations: Brande, Brando.

BRANDEIS (German) One who dwells in a land burned by fire. Variation: Brandis.

BRANDON (English) Hill afire. Notables: TV executives Brandon Tartikoff and Brandon Stoddard. Variations: Bran, Brandan, Branden, Brandin, Brandyn.

BRANNON (Irish) From the beacon hill. Variations: Branan, Branen, Brannan, Brannen, Brannin, Brannyn.

BRANSON (English) Son of Brandon. Variations: Bransan, Bransen, Bransin, Brantson.

BRANT (English) Proud. Variations: Brand, Brandt, Brandy.

BRANTLEY (English) Form of Brant. Variations: Brantly, Brentley.

BRANWELL (Celtic) Raven from the stream. Variation: Branwel.

BRASIL (Irish) War. Variations: Brazil, Breasal, Bresal, Bressal.

BRATISLAV (Czech) Glorious brother.

BRATUMIL (Polish) Brotherly love.

BRAVAC (Slavic) Wild boar. Variations: Bravack, Bravak, Bravoc, Bravock, Bravok.

BRAWLEY (English) Meadow on a hill. Variations: Brawlee, Brawleigh, Brawly.

BRAXTON (English) Brock’s town. Variations: Brackston, Braxtan, Braxten, Braxtin, Braxtyn.

BRAYDEN (English) Form of Braden. Variation: Braydon.

BRECK (Irish) Freckled. Variations: Brecken, Breik.

BREDE (Scandinavian) Iceberg.

BRENCIS (Czech) Crown of laurel. Variation: Brencys.

BRENDAN (Irish) Little raven. Notables: Writer/preservationist Brendan Gill; actor Brendan Fraser. Variations: Brenden, Brendin, Brendon.

BRENNAN (Irish) Raven. Variations: Brenan, Brennen, Brenner, Brennon.

BRENT (English) Mountaintop. Variations: Brentan, Brentin, Brenton, Brentyn.

BRETISLAV (Czech) Glorious noise.

BRETT (English) From Britain. Notables: Writers Bret Harte and Bret Easton Ellis; Green Bay Packers quarterback Brett Favre. Variations: Bret, Brette, Bretton, Brit, Britt.

BREWSTER (English) Brewer. Variations: Brew, Brewer.

BRIAN (Irish) Strong. Notables: Beach Boy Brian Wilson; skater Brian Boitano; singer Bryan Ferry. Variations: Braiano, Briano, Briant, Brien, Brion, Bryan, Bryant, Bryon.

BRIAREUS (Greek) Mythological hundred-armed giant.

BRICE (Welch) Ambitious. Form of Bryce.

BRICK (English) Bridge. Variations: Bric, Bricker.

BRIDGELY (English) From the bridge. Variations: Bridge, Bridgeley.

BRIDGER (English) One who lives near a bridge. Variations: Bridgar, Bridge, Bridges, Bridgir, Bridgor.

BRIGHAM (English) Village near a bridge. Notable: Brigham Young, founder of Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Variations: Brigg, Briggs.

BRIGHTON (English) Bright town. Variations: Breighton, Bright, Bryton.

BRINLEY (English) Burnt wood. Variations: Brindley, Brinly, Brynley, Brynly.

BRISHEN (Gypsy) Born during a rainstorm. Variations: Brishan, Brishin, Brishon, Bryshan.

BRITTON (English) From Britain. Variations: Brit, Britain, Briton, Britt, Brittan, Britten, Brittin.

BROCK (English) Badger. Variations: Broc, Brockley.

BROCKTON (English) Badger town.

BRODER (Scandinavian) Brother. Variations: Brolle, Bror.

BRODERICK (Scottish) Brother. Notable: Actor Broderick Crawford. Variations: Brod, Broddy, Broderic, Brodric, Brodrick.

BRODNY (Slavic) From the place by the stream. Variation: Brodney.

BRODY (Irish) Ditch. Variations: Brodee, Brodey, Brodi, Brodie.

BROGAN (Irish) Work shoe.

BROMLEY (English) Meadow of brushwood. Variations: Bromlee, Bromleigh.

BRON (African) Origin.

BRONE (Irish) Sadness.

BRONISLAW (Polish) Glorious weapon. Variation: Bronislav.

BRONSON (English) Dark man’s son. Notable: Actor Bronson Pinchot. Variations: Bron, Bronnson, Bronsen, Bronsin, Bronsonn, Bronsson.

BROOK (English) Stream or brook. Variation: Brooks.

BROUGHTON (English) Tower fortress town. Variations: Broughtan, Broughten.

BROWN (English) Brown. Variation: Browne.

BRUCE (French) Thick brush. Notables: Singer Bruce Springsteen; actors Bruce Willis, Bruce Lee, and Bruce Dern. Variations: Brucey, Brucie.

BRUNO (German) Dark skinned. Variations: Braun, Brunen, Brunon, Bruns.

BRUNSWICK (German) Bruno’s village.

BRUTUS (Latin) Heavy.


Atlantic Hurricane Names

Tropical storms make news every year. Whenever storms arise, they are given a male or female name, alternating with each storm. A storm name might either be an interesting choice or one to avoid (note that Dennis, Katrina, Rita, Stan, and William have been retired).

2011



	Arlene
	
	Harvey
	
	Ophelia



	Bret
	
	Irene
	
	Philippe



	Cindy
	
	Jose
	
	Rina



	Don
	
	Katia
	
	Sean



	Emily
	
	Lee
	
	Tammy



	Franklin
	
	Maria
	
	Vince



	Gert
	
	Nate
	
	Whitney




2012



	Alberto
	
	Helene
	
	Oscar



	Beryl
	
	Isaac
	
	Patty



	Chris
	
	Joyce
	
	Rafael



	Debby
	
	Kirk
	
	Sandy



	Ernesto
	
	Leslie
	
	Tony



	Florence
	
	Michael
	
	Valerie



	Gordon
	
	Nadine
	
	William






BRYAN (Irish) Strong. Variation of Brian.

BRYANT (Irish) Strong. A form of Brian. Notable: Sportscaster Bryant Gumbel.

BRYCE (Celtic) Swift moving. Ambitious; go-getter. Variations: Brice, Bryse.

BRYCHAN (Welsh) Speckled.

BRYDEN (English) Town in Britain. Variation: Briden.

BRYNMOR (Welsh) Great hill. Variations: Brinmor, Brinmore, Bryn, Brynmore.

BRYSON (English) Nobleman’s son.

BU (Vietnamese) Leader.

BUADHACH (Irish) Victory. Variations: Buach, Buagh.

BUBBA (German) Boy.

BUCHANAN (Gaelic) House of the clergy. Variations: Buchanen, Buchannan.

BUCK (English) Male deer. Notables: Country/Western singer Buck Owens; comedy writer Buck Henry. Variations: Buckey, Buckie, Bucky.

BUCKLEY (English) Meadow where deer graze. Variations: Buckleigh, Bucklie, Buckly.

BUCKMINSTER (English) Preacher. Notable: Buckminster Fuller.

BUD (English) Brother or friend. Notable: Comedian Bud Abbott. Variation: Budd.

BUDDY (English) Friend. Notables: Actor Buddy Ebsen; rock-and-roller Buddy Holly. Variations: Bud, Budd, Buddey, Buddie.

BUDINGTON (English) Area in Britain.

BUDISLAV (Czech) Glorious awakening. Variation: Budek.

BUDZISLAW (Polish) Awakening glory. Variations: Budzisz, Budzyk.

BUELL (German) Hill.

BUFORD (English) Ford near a castle. Variation: Burford.

BURCHARD (English) Strong castle. Variations: Birchard, Burckhardt, Burgard, Burgaud, Burkhart.

BURDEN (English) Birch-tree valley. Variations: Berdan, Berden, Berdon, Birdan, Birden, Birdin, Birdon, Burdan, Burdin, Burdon.

BURDETT (English) Little shield. Variations: Berdet, Berdett, Berdette, Burdet, Burdette.

BURFORD (English) From the birch-tree ford. Variations: Berford, Berforde, Burforde.

BURGESS (English) Citizen. Notable: Actor Burgess Meredith. Variations: Burges, Burgiss.

BURKE (French) Fortress. Variations: Berk, Berke, Birk, Birke, Bourke, Burk.

BURKETT (French) From the little stronghold. Variations: Berkette, Birket, Birkett, Burket, Burkette.

BURL (English) Knotty tree trunk. Notable: Folk singer Burl Ives. Variations: Berl, Burle, Byrle.

BURLEIGH (English) Meadow with knotted trees. Variations: Burley, Burlie, Byrleigh, Byrley.

BURNABY (Norse) Warrior’s land. Variation: Burnabie.

BURNE (English) Brook. Variations: Bourn, Bourne, Burn, Byrn, Byrne, Byrnes.

BURNELL (French) Small child with brown hair. Variations: Bernal, Bernall, Bernel, Bernell, Birnel, Birnell, Burnel.

BURNETT (English) Brown haired. Variations: Bernet, Bernett, Birnet, Birnett, Burnet, Burnitt.

BURNEY (English) Brook. Variations: Burnie, Burny.

BURR (Scandinavian) Youth; (English) Bristle.

BURT (English) Fortress. Short form of Burton. Variation: Bert.

BURTON (English) Fort. Variations: Bertan, Bertin, Berton, Birton, Burten, Burtin, Burtyn.

BUSBY (Scottish) Village in the forest. Notable: Choreographer Busby Berkeley. Variation: Busbie.

BUSTER (American) To hit. Notables: Comedic actor Buster Keaton and actor Buster Crabbe.

BUTCH (English) Short for Butcher; (American) Manly. Notable: American outlaw Butch Cassidy.

BUTCHER (English) A butcher.

BUTLER (English) Chief house servant.

BUZZ (Scottish) Forest village. Short form of Busby. Notable: Astronaut Buzz Aldrin. Variation: Buzzy.

BWANA (Swahili) Gentleman.

BYFORD (English) By the river ford.

BYRAM (English) Cattle field.

BYRD (English) Like a bird. Variation: Bird.

BYRON (English) Barn. Variations: Beyren, Beyron, Biren, Biron, Byram, Byran.

[image: ]

CAB (American) Short for Cabot.

CABLE (English) Rope maker. Variation: Cabe.

CABOT (English) English family name.

ACHI (Spanish) He brings peace.

CADAL (Celtic) Warrior. Variations: Cadall, Kadal, Kadall.

CADAO (Vietnamese) Song.

CADBY (English) Soldier’s estate. Variations: Cadbee, Cadbey, Cadbi, Cadbie.

CADDOCK (Welsh) Ready for war. Variations: Caddoc, Cadock, Cadok.

CADE (Welsh) Short form of Cadell. Variations: Caid, Cayd

CADELL (Welsh) Small battle. Variations: Caddell, Cadel, Caidel, Caidell, Caydel, Caydell, Cedell.

CADEN (Irish) Spirit of war. Variations: Caeden, Caidan, Caiden, Cayden, Kaden, Kadin, Kaedin, Kayden.

CADEYRN (Welsh) King of battle. Variation: Caderyn.

CADFAN (Welsh) High battle. Variations: Caedfan, Caidfan, Caydfan.

CADFER (Welsh) Lord of battle. Variations: Caedfer, Caidfer, Caydfer.

CADHLA (Irish) Handsome.

CADI (Arabic) Luck.

CADMAN (Welsh) Soldier.

CADMAR (Celtic) Brave warrior. Variations: Cadmer, Cadmir, Caedmar, Caidmar, Caydmar.

CADMUS (Greek) One who excels.

CADOC (Welsh) Warlike.

CADWALLADER (Welsh) Battle leader. Variations: Cadwalader, Cadwaladyr.

CADWALLON (Welsh) Battle arranger. Variation: Cadwallen.

CAELAN (Irish) Powerful warrior. Variations: Caelin, Caelon, Cailean, Calen, Caln, Caulan, Caylan, Caylen, Caylin, Caylon, Caylyn.

CAERWYN (Welsh) White fortress. Variation: Carwyn.

CAESAR (Latin) Hairy. Variations: Caezar, Ceasar, Cesar, Cesare, Cesareo, Cesario, Cesaro, Cezar, Cezary, Cezek.

CAFFAR (Irish) Helmet.

CAHILL (Celtic) Strength in battle. Variations: Cahal, Cahil, Cathal, Kahil.

CAHIR (Irish) Warrior. Variation: Cathaoir.

CAI (Welsh) Joy. Variations: Caio, Caius, Kai.

CAILEAN (Scottish) Triumphant in war.

CAILLUM (Welsh) Dove.

CAIN (Hebrew) Spear. Variations: Caen, Cainan, Caine, Cayne.

CAIRBRE (Irish) One who rides a chariot.

CAIRN (Welsh) A mound of stones. Variations: Cairne, Carne.

CAIRO (Arabic) Conquerer. Capital of Egypt. Variations: Cayro, Kairo.

CAISLAV (Slavic) Glory and honor. Variations: Cayslav, Kaislav, Kayslav.

CAIUS (Latin) Famous bearer.

CAL (Latin) Short form of Calvert, Calvin.

CALBHACH (Irish) Bald. Variation: Callough.

CALDER (English) Brook.

CALDWELL (English) Cold well. Variation: Caldwel.

CALE (Hebrew) Faithful. A form of Caleb. Variations: Cael, Kale.

CALEB (Hebrew) Brave or dog. Variations: Caeleb, Calab, Calib, Callob, Cayleb, Kaleb.

CALEY (Irish) Slender. Variation: Cailey.

CALHOUN (Irish) Small forest. Variation: Colhoun.

CALISTO (Greek) Most attractive. Variations: Callisto, Callistus.

CALLAHAN (Irish) An Irish saint. Variation: Callaghan.

CALLAN (Gaelic) Strong in battle. Variations: Calan, Calen, Calin, Callen, Callin, Callon, Callyn, Calon, Calyn, Kalan, Kalen, Kalin, Kallan, Kallen, Kallin, Kallon, Kalon.

CALLIS (Latin) Goblet. Variations: Calliss, Callys, Kallis.

CALLUM (Irish) Dove. Variations: Calam, Calem, Calim, Callam, Callem, Callim, Callym, Calum.

CALVERT (English) Calf herder. Variation: Calbert.

CALVIN (English) Bald. Notables: U.S. President Calvin Coolidge; designer Calvin Klein; baseball player Cal Ripken. Variations: Calvan, Calven, Calvino, Calvon, Kalvin.

CAM (Scottish) Short for Cameron. Variation: Cammy.

CAMDEN (English) Twisting valley. Variations: Camdan, Camdin, Camdon, Camdyen, Camdyn, Kamdan, Kamden, Kamdin, Kamdon, Kamdyn.

CAMERON (Scottish) Crooked nose or river. Notable: Writer Cameron Crowe. Variations: Camaron, Cameran, Camron.

CAMEY (Irish) Champion. Variation: Camy.

CAMILLUS (Latin) One who assists a priest. Variation: Camillo.

CAMLINE (Latin) Song.

CAMLO (Gypsy) Beautiful. Variation: Camlow.

CAMPBELL (Scottish) Crooked mouth. Notable: Actor Campbell Scott. Variations: Cam, Camp.

CAN (Vietnamese) Advice.

CANICE (Irish) Handsome. Variation: Coinneach.

CANNON (French) Church official. Variations: Canan, Canen, Canin, Cannan, Cannen, Cannin, Cannyn, Canon, Kanon.

CANTRELL (Latin) Singer. Variation: Cantrel.

CANUTE (Scandinavian) Knot. Variation: Knute.

CAOIMHIN (Irish) Noble. Variation: Caoimhghin.

CAOLAN (Irish) Thin.

CAPPY (English) Lucky. Variation: Cappi.

CAPTAIN (English) In charge.

CARADOC (Welsh) Affection. Variations: Caradog, Carthage.

CARDEN (Celtic) From the black fortress. Variations: Cardan, Cardin, Cardon, Cardyn.

CARDEW (Welsh) Black foot. Variation: Carew.

CAREY (Welsh) Near a castle. Variations: Caree, Carrey, Cary.

CARL (English) Man. Form of Charles. Notables: Astronomer Carl Sagan; poet Carl Sandburg; psychologist Carl Jung; Watergate journalist Carl Bernstein. Variation: Karl.

CARLETON (English) Farmer’s land. Variations: Carlton, Charleton.

CARLIN (Gaelic) Little champion. Variations: Carlan, Carlen, Carling, Carlino.

CARLISLE (English) Fortified tower. Variations: Carlyle, Carlysle.

CARLO (Italian) A form of Charles. Notable: Director Carlo Ponti. Variation: Carolo.

CARLOS (Spanish) A form of Charles. Notable: Musician Carlos Santana. Variations: Carlino, Carlito.

CARMEL (Hebrew) Garden. Variations: Carmelo, Carmiel.

CARMICHAEL (Scottish) One who follows St. Michael.

CARMINE (Latin) Song. Variations: Carman, Carmen, Carmon.

CARNELL (English) Defender of the castle. Variations: Carnel, Karnel, Karnell.

CARNEY (Irish) Champion. Variations: Carny, Karney, Kearney.

CARR (Scandinavian) Marsh. Variations: Karr, Kerr.

CARRICK (Irish) Rock. Variations: Carric, Carrik, Karrick.


Top Names in Quebec, Canada (French Speaking)



	BOYS:
	
	GIRLS:



	1. William
	
	1. Lea



	2. Olivier
	
	2. Florence



	3. Thomas
	
	3. Emma



	4. Nathan
	
	4. Rosalie



	5. Alexis
	
	5. Jade



	6. Felix
	
	6. Juliette



	7. Gabriel
	
	7. Camille



	8. Samuel
	
	8. Gabrielle



	9. Antoine
	
	9. Maika



	10. Xavier
	
	10. Mia




Top Names in Canada (English Speaking)



	BOYS:
	
	GIRLS:



	1. Jacob
	
	1. Emma



	2. Nathan
	
	2. Olivia



	3. Ethan
	
	3. Maya



	4. Alexander
	
	4. Emily



	5. Liam
	
	5. Sarah



	6. Lucas
	
	6. Isabella



	7. Benjamin
	
	7. Ava



	8. William
	
	8. Chloe



	9. Matthew
	
	9. Alexis



	10. Logan
	
	10. Abigail






CARRINGTON (Welsh) Rocky town. Variation: Karrington.

CARROLL (English) Manly. A form of Charles. Notable: Actor Carroll O’Connor. Variations: Carol, Caroll, Carolus, Carrol, Caryl, Karol, Karoll, Karrol.

CARSON (English) Son who lives in a marsh. Notables: TV host Carson Daly. Variations: Carsen, Carsin, Carsyn, Karsen.

CARSTEN (German) Form of Christian. Variations: Carston, Karsten.

CARSWELL (English) Watercress. Variations: Carswel, Carswold, Karswel, Karswell, Karswold.

CARTER (English) Cart driver.

CARTHACH (Irish) Loving. Variations: Cartagh, Carthage.

CARTLAND (English) From the cart builder’s land. Variations: Cartlan, Kartlan, Kartland.

CARTWRIGHT (English) One who builds carts. Variation: Cartright.

CARVELL (French) One who lives in a marsh. Variations: Carvel, Carvelle, Karvel, Karvell, Karvelle.

CARVER (English) Woodcarver. Variations: Carvar, Carvir, Carvor, Karver.

CARY (Welsh) Castle. Notable: Actor Cary Grant.

CASE (English) He who brings peace.

CASEY (Irish) Brave. Notables: Baseball player/manager Casey Stengel; DJ Casey Kasem; train engineer Casey Jones. Variations: Cacey, Cayce, Caycey, Caysey, Kasey.

CASH (Latin) Vain.

CASHEL (Irish) Fortified castle wall. Variation: Cashell.

CASHLIN (Celtic) From the little castle by the stream. Variations: Cashlind, Cashlyn.

CASHESEGRA (Native American) Large animal tracks. Variation: Koshisigre.

CASIMIR (Slavic) He brings peace. Variations: Casimire, Casimiro, Castimer, Castimir, Kashmir, Kazimir.
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