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Dream Weaver


Clara Gills stood in the village of the kingdom of Wrenly.

What am I doing here? she wondered. I know I came here for a reason, but what was it? She couldn’t seem to remember.

The streets were empty. The shops were shuttered, and there wasn’t a single street vendor to be seen.

“HELLO?” Clara called. “Anybody?”
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Nobody answered.

The entire land was quiet… too quiet.

Clara looked toward the castle where her best friend, Prince Lucas, lived. A dark blue-and-pink mist hung over the castle. The mist swirled wildly, and the castle seemed strangely run-down and haunted.

With a gasp, Clara cupped her hand over her mouth. There must be some kind of strange magic at work! she thought. She quickly ran to her father’s bakery and found the front door wide open.

Inside, loaves of bread lined the shelves and counters, like normal.

Clara sniffed the air. Instead of smelling fresh bread, the bakery smelled musty and stale. She picked up a loaf of bread. It was rock-hard and dotted with fuzzy green spots.
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“Mold?!” she said. “My father would never sell moldy bread!”

Then Clara realized her father was nowhere to be seen. She dropped the stale bread and raced up the lane toward the castle. She had to find Lucas. Something was very, very wrong.

As she turned a corner, Clara spotted the prince’s red dragon trotting in the street.

“Ruskin!” Clara called, but the dragon ignored her.

“RUSKIN!” she shouted again at the top of her voice.

Still the dragon walked on, so Clara chased after him.
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When she reached Ruskin, something strange happened.

The ground beneath Clara’s feet began to tremble and shake. Cracks splintered in every direction. Then, all at once, the entire street split apart… and Clara tumbled into the opening.

“HELP!” she cried.

Clara reached out and grabbed hold of a ledge. Her feet dangled over open air, and her fingers began to slip.

“RUSKIN! PLEASE HELP!” she hollered.
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Looking up, Clara saw the scarlet dragon peek over the ledge and stare down at her from above. His eyes glowed with fire.

“CLARA!” Ruskin called. “WAKE UP!”
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Clara sat up in her own bed. As she caught her breath, she smelled fresh bread baking downstairs. Oh, phew! she thought. It was only a dream! But it felt so real!

Then Clara spied a red dragon curled at the foot of her bed.

It was Ruskin.
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A Shared Dream


“Ruskin, what are you doing here?!”

Clara’s cry startled Ruskin. He shot off the bed and flew smack into Clara’s bookshelf.
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Wump! The books tumbled onto the floor. Then the bookshelf fell on top of the pile. Ruskin scampered into a corner.

Clara shook her head. “Are you okay?”

Ruskin whimpered. Clara hopped out of bed and ran to his side. She patted him on the head.

“Shhh, it’s all right,” she said calmly. “Now, how did you get in here?”

Ruskin shrugged.

“Of course you can’t tell me. You can’t talk,” Clara said with a chuckle. “Well, let’s get you back to the castle. Lucas must be looking for you.”



After getting dressed, Clara walked Ruskin home. This time the streets were full of vendors and shoppers. It didn’t look anything like the creepy world she had seen in her dream.

But something still seemed off. Clara noticed that the townspeople looked tired. Everyone had dark circles under their eyes. The shop owners yawned, and the goblin rug vendor had fallen asleep on top of his rugs.
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