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CHAPTER ONE OLD STUFF
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Museums are strange. Am I right?

I mean, museums are like big buildings filled with old stuff you’re not allowed to touch. They have old paintings and old statues. Old furniture and old jewelry. They even have old pottery.
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That’s kind of like leaving your icky, dirty dishes lying around for a hundred years!

Don’t get me wrong. Museums might have new art too. But I never really understand it. Like, which side is up? And is that supposed to be a horse?
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Anyway, we didn’t come to the Kersville Museum that day to see art. We came to see old people!
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No, I’m not talking about your grandparents or great-grandparents. Or even great-great-grandparents. I’m talking about really old people.

Yeah, I’m talking about mummies!

You know mummies, right? They are wrapped in cloth, surrounded by gold, and live in pyramids for thousands of years. Yeah, of course you know what a mummy is.
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Because mummies are the coolest!

Well, that’s what I used to think. Right now, I’m having some really serious doubts.

That’s me, Andres Miedoso. I’m the one on the back of the yak. Well, a fake yak.

That’s my best friend, Desmond Cole. He’s in the chariot. The chariot is real, but the horse is fake.
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No, your eyes aren’t playing tricks on you. The yak and the chariot are starting to move! As a matter of fact, everything in the whole museum is turning real.

My mom likes to say that museums make history come to life. I don’t think this is what she meant!

Oh no, my yak is taking off. I better hold on tight!
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CHAPTER TWO THE FOREVER AND EVER KING
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I guess I should start by telling you a little story. I used to think it wasn’t true, but after reading this, you will have to judge for yourself.

More than four thousand years ago, there was a king who called himself the Forever and Ever King.

He wanted to live forever.

Crazy, right?

I don’t want to spoil the ending, but let me say this, he definitely didn’t live forever and ever. Nope.

But his family went ahead and made him into a mummy, and they put him in a special place where he could stay for eternity. That’s just a fancy way of saying forever and ever.
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The family decorated the mummy’s chamber with gold statues and pots filled with honey. They even gave him a giant bed shaped like a bigger version of himself to sleep in!
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I know what you’re thinking. You want to know why I had to tell you a story that was four thousand years old. You’re probably wondering what any of that has to do with me and Desmond.

Well, I’ll tell you.
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A few weeks ago, the Kersville Museum held a contest to celebrate some silly mummy that was going to be at the museum this weekend. To win free passes, kids had to draw and color a very special mummy chamber.

And guess who won?

Desmond Cole, of course!
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He drew one with ghosts, sleepwalking snowmen, monsters, and mersurfers. People thought he had a big imagination, but I knew that he had met every creature in his drawing. Still, it was a good drawing.
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