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MEMO


      TO:    MEMBERS OF THE VRWC


      FROM:  AMANDA B. CARPENTER


      RE:    SEN. HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON


November 8, 2006, marks first day of Hillary Clinton’s campaign to be president of the United States.


Most Americans already know how they feel about her. She is the darling of the Manhattan elite, the hope of the national Democratic Party, the MVP of the pro-choice feminist movement, the rock star of the Hollywood Left, and the favorite of the liberal media. She has even been cozying up to Rupert Murdoch in recent months.


But just as numerous, even if not nearly so well-heeled, are those who—with good reason—don’t trust her. Millions of Americans disbelieve her victim act regarding her philandering husband, reject her socialist economics, and despise her radical social agenda. These are the members of the Vast Right-Wing Conspiracy.


However vast and however determined we in the VRWC are, Hillary’s presidential campaign is a formidable foe. Thanks to her husband’s high-priced globe-trotting speaking tours, the couple’s close ties to big businesses (foreign and domestic), and her sheer star power, the Clinton campaign in 2008 will have unrivaled riches at its disposal. Throw in a friendly media and invaluable political experience, and Mrs. Clinton begins to look invincible.


Luckily, over here at the Vast Right-Wing Conspiracy, we’ve been keeping a file on her. The couple’s scandals are so numerous and so convoluted that it’s easy to forget some of the dirty deals, unsavory incidents, insane proposals, revealing comments, and outright flip-flops in Hillary’s past. Also, most of the media has little interest in looking deep enough into Hillary’s actions since she entered Congress.


Rather than keeping her file tucked away in the archives, we decided it was important to share with the entire VRWC the Hillary Rodham Clinton papers—specifically, the record of her activities since leaving the White House and the machinery she already has in place to return to 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue.


So, here it is—the dossier on Hillary Clinton, complete with many original documents—“exhibits,” we call them. As a member of the Vast Right-Wing Conspiracy, you already know what you feel about Hillary Clinton. Here’s making sure you don’t forget why.
















THE TRANSCRIPT


Matt Lauer: [James Carville] has said that this is war between the president and Kenneth Starr. You have said, I understand, to some close friends, that this is the last great battle, and that one side or the other is going down here.


Mrs. Clinton: Well, I don’t know if I’ve been that dramatic. That would sound like a good line from a movie. But I do believe that this is a battle. I mean, look at the very people who are involved in this, they have popped up in other settings. This is the great story here, for anybody willing to find it and write about it and explain it, is this vast right-wing conspiracy that has been conspiring against my husband since the day he announced for president. A few journalists have kind of caught onto it and explained it, but it has not yet been fully revealed to the American public. And, actually, you know, in a bizarre sort of way, this may do it.


–Today, January 27, 1998
























VITAL INFORMATION
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NAME: Hillary Rodham Clinton


Originally would not assume her husband’s last name and went by Hillary Rodham. After her husband lost his re-election for Arkansas governor in 1980, Hillary changed tacks and called herself Mrs. Hillary Clinton. After becoming First Lady, she added Rodham to her title and was then known as Hillary Rodham Clinton.


DATE OF BIRTH: October 26, 1947


PLACE OF BIRTH: Chicago, Illinois


OFFICIAL ADDRESS: 15 Old House Lane, Chappaqua, NY 10514.


ALTERNATIVE ADDRESS: 3067 Whitehaven St. NW, Washington, DC 20008.


RELIGION: Methodist.


HAIR: Brown. Presently clipped short, heavily layered, bleached blond and highlighted. Designed by celebrity stylist Isabelle Goetz. Clinton paid Goetz nearly $3,000 out of her campaign cash for two appointments between April and May 2006. (Also relies on makeup artist Barbara Lacy, to whom Clinton paid $1,600 in mid-May and $1,200 two weeks later for her services. Clinton’s campaign writes off these expenses as a “media production.”)


EYES: Said to be hazel. Wears blue colored lenses.


HEIGHT: Approximately 5’5”-5’7.”


WEIGHT: Approximately 155-165 lbs. Bottom heavy.


OTHER IDENTIFYING MARKS: Occasionally wears a diamond ring, rumored to be at least three carats, given to her by her husband for their thirtieth wedding anniversary. Always accompanied by Secret Service, who will protect her for the rest of her life, if she chooses. Favors solid-color full coverage hip-length pantsuits. Often punctuates her speech with the phrase “you know.”


INCOME: $165,100 per year as base pay of U.S. senator. Has earned millions in royalties from her memoir. Donates royalties earned on some books, but keeps all profits from her much more successful memoir, Living History. Alfred A. Knopf will publish a book about “citizen activism” by Mr. Clinton that will be released in early 2008.


Mr. Clinton received a book advance rumored to be between $10 million and $12 million to write his memoir My Life from the same publisher. Mr. Clinton made over $29 million in speaking fees from 2001-2005. As a former president he earns a yearly pension of $197,000. Mr. Clinton requested a $963,000 reimbursement from the federal government for his office and staff for the fiscal year 2007.


EDUCATION: Graduated from Maine South High School in Park Ridge, Illinois, where she served as class president, student council member, and member of the National Honor Society. Graduated from Wellesley College in 1969 and served for a period of time as the president of the Wellesley chapter of College Republicans. Earned a degree from Yale Law School, where she was on the Board of Editors of the Yale Law Review and Social Action.


PROFESSIONAL CAREER: Attorney of the Children’s Defense Fund, 1973-74; Counsel, U.S. House of Representatives Committee on the Judiciary, 1974; Asst. Professor, University of Arkansas School of Law, 1974-77, 1979-80; Partner, Rose Law Firm 1979-92; Chair, President’s Task Force on Health Care Reform, 1993; First Lady of the United States, 1993-2001; United States Senator, 2001-present; Chairman of the Democratic Steering and Coordination Committee 2003- present; Chairman of the Democratic Leadership Council, 2006-present.


ELECTION RESULTS:




[image: ]





COMMITTEES (SUBCOMITTEES):


       [image: ][image: ]  Special Committee on Aging


       [image: ][image: ]  Armed Services (Airland; Emerging Threats & Capabilities; Readiness & Management Support)


       [image: ][image: ]  Environment & Public Works (Fisheries, Wildlife & Water; Transportation & Infrastructure)


       [image: ][image: ]  Health, Education, Labor & Pensions (Education & Early Childhood Development; Retirement Security & Aging)






ORGANIZATIONS:


       [image: ][image: ]  Co-Founder, Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families


       [image: ][image: ]  Former Board Member, Arkansas Children’s Hospital


       [image: ][image: ]  Former Board Member, Children’s Defense Fund


       [image: ][image: ]  Former Board Member, La Farge


       [image: ][image: ]  Former Board Member, TCBY Yogurt Company


       [image: ][image: ]  Former Board Member, Wal-Mart






CAUCUSES/NON-LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES:


       [image: ][image: ]  Former Chair, Arkansas Educational Standards Committee


       [image: ][image: ]  Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe


       [image: ][image: ]  Co-chair, congressional E-911 Caucus


       [image: ][image: ]  Democratic Policy Committee


       [image: ][image: ]  Democratic Technology and Communications Committee


       [image: ][image: ]  Board Member, Legal Services Corporation


       [image: ][image: ]  Chair, Steering and Coordination Committee


       [image: ][image: ]  Senate National Guard Caucus


       [image: ][image: ]  Senate Steel Caucus


       [image: ][image: ]  Senate Rural Health Caucus


       [image: ][image: ]  Former Chair, Task Force of National Health Care Reform






FAVORITE SONGS: “Respect” by Aretha Franklin, “Take it to the Limit” by the Eagles, “Hey Jude” by the Beatles, “Beautiful Day” by U2






PUBLISHED BOOKS:


       [image: ][image: ]  It Takes a Village: And Other Lessons Children Teach Us, 1996


       [image: ][image: ]  The Unique Voice of Hillary Rodham Clinton: A Portrait in Her Own Words, 1997


       [image: ][image: ]  Dear Socks, Dear Buddy: Kids’ Letters to the First Pets, 1998


       [image: ][image: ]  An Invitation to the White House: At Home with History, 2000


       [image: ][image: ]  Living History, 2003






THE LEGACY OF THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATION AS HILLARY CLINTON PRESIDED AS FIRST LADY (TAKEN FROM THE PROGRESSIVE REVIEW)


RECORDS SET:


       [image: ][image: ]  The first First Lady to come under criminal investigation


       [image: ][image: ]  The highest number of cabinet officials to come under criminal investigation


       [image: ][image: ]  The highest number of witnesses to flee the country or refuse to testify


       [image: ][image: ]  Married to the first president to be disbarred from the U.S. Supreme Court and state court


       [image: ][image: ]  Married to the first president sued for sexual harassment


       [image: ][image: ]  Married to the first president accused of rape


       [image: ][image: ]  Married to the only president ever impeached on grounds of personal malfeasance


       [image: ][image: ]  Married to the first president to establish a legal defense fund


       [image: ][image: ]  Largest criminal plea agreement in an illegal campaign contribution case


       [image: ][image: ]  Greatest amount of illegal campaign contributions


       [image: ][image: ]  Greatest amount of illegal campaign contributions from abroad






CRIMINAL STATISTICS:


       [image: ][image: ]  47 individuals and businesses affiliated with the Clintons were convicted or pled guilty to crimes


       [image: ][image: ]  33 convictions during Mrs. Clinton’s tenure as First Lady


       [image: ][image: ]  61 indictments and misdemeanor charges


       [image: ][image: ]  122 congressional witnesses, who pleaded the Fifth Amendment, fled the country to avoid testifying, or (in the case of foreign witnesses) refused to be interviewed.






CLINTON-RELATED CRIMES FOR WHICH CONVICTIONS WERE OBTAINED


Drug trafficking (3), racketeering, extortion, bribery (4), tax evasion, kickbacks, embezzlement (2), fraud (12), conspiracy (5), fraudulent loans, illegal gifts (1), illegal campaign contributions (5), money laundering (6), perjury, obstruction of justice.






NUMBER OF TIMES MRS. CLINTON SAID SOME FORM OF “I DON’T KNOW” IN COURT OR BEFORE CONGRESS AS FIRST LADY: 250

















#1 - THE FOREIGN CASH FILE








One source of Senator Clinton’s vast wealth is the foreign traveling and deal-making of her husband, former president Bill Clinton. This foreign money, now Clinton family wealth, is now available to Hillary for her presidential run in 2008.


The Clintons have a long and sordid history with foreign money, presenting potential security problems, at a minimum.









Chinese Spies at the White House


Throughout the Clinton presidency, Chinese agents gained unprecedented access to sensitive parts of the executive branch. This access was not gained through outright subterfuge, but through illegal and secretive campaign contributions from Asian businessmen with ties to the Chinese military.


In the late 1990s, the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee found that top Chinese liaison Johnny Chung, later sentenced to probation for violating campaign finance laws, was given “extraordinary access to the White House and especially the First Lady’s office.”1 The committee’s final report said, “There can be no question that Chung’s contributions to the DNC helped give him access to the president and the First Lady.”


There was a direct nexus between Chung’s visits to the White House and his contributions. In fact, White House officials collected money from him in the First Lady’s office in exchange for permitting him to bring a delegation of clients to White House events.


Chung and his company donated a total of $366,000 to the Democratic National Convention and made at least forty-nine visits to the Clinton White House between 1994 and 1996.2 In 1995, he told the Los Angeles Times that he “saw the White House like a subway: You have to put in coins to open the gates.”3


Bill Clinton has left the White House, but he now acts as a gatekeeper controlling access to his wife the senator. In this light, Mr. Clinton’s foreign activities are deserving of scrutiny.


The Intricacies of Foreign Money


Federal law prohibits foreign nationals, foreign organizations, and foreign governments from contributing to campaigns for federal office. The Clintons appear to have found a loophole to avoid these restrictions.


Money earned by a candidate’s spouse does not have to be reported to the FEC, even though most married couples—including the Clintons—intertwine their finances. Thus prohibited entities such as foreign citizens or foreign governments can legally contribute to Mrs. Clinton’s campaigns through donations to her husband. This could take the form, for example, of paying Mr. Clinton a large sum in exchange for a speaking engagement.


Since leaving the White House, former president Bill Clinton has earned more than $20 million in honoraria from foreign interests (see Appendix G). These monies can later be used to help finance Hillary Clinton’s anticipated presidential campaign.


When asked if she would use personal money for a possible presidential campaign, Senator Clinton replied, “Oh, I have no idea.”4


The senator’s 2005 Senate financial disclosure report revealed that she and her husband held a joint Citibank deposit account containing between $5 million and $25 million, and which produced between $50,001 and $100,000 in interest. In addition, she shared a Senate Qualified Blind Trust with her husband that was also worth between $5 million and $25 million. The trust had earned between $100,000 and $1 million in interest.


Campaign finance expert Cleta Mitchell, a partner in the Foley & Lardner law firm, says that Mrs. Clinton would be entitled to at least half the funds in joint accounts held with her husband. Mitchell told me that the FEC “now treat[s] that [joint investment accounts] as joint property, and the FEC would contend that 50 percent is hers.”


An FEC spokesman refused to speculate on whether Senator Clinton could liquidate jointly held assets to finance her campaign because the FEC had not issued a formal decision on the matter. The spokesman did note, however, that Senator John Kerry (D-MA) legally borrowed against the assets of his wife, Teresa Heinz, to help finance his 2004 presidential campaign. Similarly, Mrs. Clinton could borrow against the wealth her husband has accumulated in part through his honoraria to help finance her campaigns.


Former president Ronald Reagan was fiercely criticized in October 1989 when Japanese business giant Fujisankei Communications Group reportedly paid him $2 million for a nine-day visit during which Reagan gave two speeches. The New York Times editorialized: “[T]he Reagans’ willing participation is as disturbing as their extraordinary compensation. Former presidents haven’t always comported themselves with dignity after leaving the Oval Office. But none have plunged so blatantly into pure commercialism.”5


Former president Clinton, however, has plunged more “blatantly into pure commercialism.” He was paid nearly $22 million from 2001 to 2004 for 151 appearances. He usually charged at least $125,000 per appearance, and his highest single fee was $400,000. Senator Clinton’s financial disclosures show that foreign-based groups paid the former president $16.04 million for eighty-nine appearances.


The foreign-based groups that paid honoraria to former president Clinton included:


       [image: ][image: ]  The Australian Council for the Peaceful Reunification of China: Chinese political dissident Wei Jingsheng publicly criticized Clinton for accepting $300,000 to speak at this organization’s conference in Sydney, Australia, in 2002.6 Jingsheng denounced the meeting as “a method from the Chinese government of promoting so-called nationalism.”7 President George W. Bush visited Taiwan that same week and pledged to “help Taiwan defend herself if provoked” by China.8


       [image: ][image: ]  The Dabbagh Group: The Dabbagh Group is a Saudi financial services, agricultural products, energy services, and real estate conglomerate founded in 1962 by Sheikh Abdullah Dabbagh, a former Saudi minister for agriculture. It was led by the sheikh’s son, Amr Dabbagh, from 1991 until he was appointed by King Fahd in 2004 to become chairman of the Saudi Arabian General Investment Authority. The Dabbagh Group paid Clinton $475,000 for two speeches in 2002, one of which was for Dabbagh’s charitable foundation STARS.10


       [image: ][image: ]  Markson Sparks: Markson Sparks is an Australian public relations firm headed by celebrity agent Max Markson. Markson paid Mr. Clinton a total of $925,000 in 2001 and 2002 to appear at seven charitable fundraisers, four of which were for children’s hospitals. Patrons could buy a $1,100 ticket to Clinton’s children’s hospital fundraiser in Brisbane, or pay $110,000 for access to a VIP cocktail party. Markson Sparks is also a major supporter and fund raiser for the Australian Labor Party.11


       [image: ][image: ]  CLSA Ltd.: CLSA is a brokerage, investment, and banking group headquartered in Hong Kong but owned by French-based Credit Agricole. Clinton was paid $500,000 in 2001 and 2002 to speak at two of the company’s events, where he urged investors and other corporate executives to practice “responsible investing.” At one event (at which he was billed with liberal rock star/activist Bono) Clinton claimed, “Every person in every corner of the world has a vested interest in solving global problems.” He asked leaders to use their power to work for the interests of the poor.12











THE TRANSCRIPT










This writer asked Senator Russ Feingold (D-WI) and Representative Chris Shays (R-CT), two of the chief sponsors of the 2002 campaign finance reform laws, their opinion of Bill Clinton’s foreign honoraria and the possibility of Mrs. Clinton using the funds for a political campaign. They both seemed surprised and troubled that foreign money could enter a campaign this way.9


Q: Former president Clinton has been traveling around the world, making $16 million in foreign money in honoraria. And he shares a joint checking account with his wife and she can legally use half for her campaign. Would this be appropriate?


Russ Feingold: You know, I’ve never thought about that. That’s an interesting question. I don’t know if we’ve ever looked behind the way in which individuals obtain their money, but under Supreme Court rulings people can spend their own money.


Q: Right, but candidates aren’t supposed to use foreign money. I guess I’m asking you how this would work.


Feingold: Well, I mean, I’m just thinking off the top of my head, it would be an interesting and possibly troubling step to start.


*  *  *


Q: I wanted to talk to you because you were one of the architects of campaign finance reform. Former president Clinton has been traveling all over the world getting huge speaking fees and honoraria from Saudi Arabia, China—


Chris Shays: Who is doing this?


Q: President Clinton.


Shays: All right.


Q: And he has joint checking accounts with this wife, and she’s entitled to half the funds. I’ve talked with campaign finance lawyers. Would it be appropriate for her to use that money for her campaign?


Shays: No, I don’t think so.


Q: Is there anything in the law that prevents her from doing that though?


Shays: No, but you are raising the point. My reaction is that she shouldn’t use any of her funds, and she would be wise to do it. Her husband is the former president of the United States. He can raise colossal sums from all over the world. He can raise money from people who aren’t even citizens of the United States and effectively take that and reconvert it to money for his wife’s campaign. I think it would be wrong, and I think they should say, “We’re not going to use personal funds.”










New Chinese Developments—More Communist Cash?


The CEO of a Chinese company that paid Mr. Clinton a $200,000 honorarium for a thirty-minute speech in May 2002 played a prominent role in the government of Communist China.


Senator Clinton’s Senate financial disclosure forms state that her husband was paid the money by DNM Strategies on behalf of the JingJi Real Estate Development Group for a speech on May 23, 2002, in Shenzhen, China. DNM Strategies produces and manages all of BusinessWeek magazine’s events in Asia.


A BusinessWeek spokeswoman told this writer that JingJi is a private real estate company in Shenzhen/Southern China and that a man named Chen Hua is its CEO.


The Shenzhen Real Estate Association website described Hua as a member of the Shenzhen Standing Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference, which is organized by the National People’s Congress. According to the State Department’s 2006 report on China, the National People’s Congress is “the primary organ” of the Chinese Communist Party.


Neither Senator Clinton’s office nor former president Clinton’s office responded to inquiries about the ownership of the Chinese company that paid the former president $200,000.


Mr. Clinton’s International Agenda


In June 2005, former president Clinton gave a speech calling on governments of rich countries to forgive poor countries of their debt. Clinton admonished, “You cannot approach other countries with a security policy only. Because if you believe in a world of interdependence and open borders is inevitable—a precondition for that kind of prosperity you want to build—you cannot possibly kill, imprison, or occupy all your adversaries. You must make a greater effort to make more friends and fewer enemies. That’s why it’s important to forgive the debt of the world’s most impoverished countries.”13


Clinton made these remarks around the time he was paid $800,000 to take a four-day trip through Mexico, Colombia, and Brazil to give four speeches for Gold Service International, a Bogota-based business development company. The Associated Press reported that he was also sponsored by the Massachusetts-based Cambridge Leadership Associate, a business consultancy firm with Brazilian business interests.









THE CLINTON PLAN FOR PEACE WITH NORTH KOREA: BUILD A PARK


DaimlerChrysler has pledged $500,000 to help former president Bill Clinton and Ted Turner build a “peace park” designed to “promote regional peace and stability” in the demilitarized zone between North and South Korea. It is unclear how a park will inspire North Korean dictator Kim Jong-il, who recently tested a missile believed capable of reaching the United States, to embrace “peace and stability.” The pledge is part of the Clinton Global Initiative, which funds projects focusing on such things as “religion, conflict, and reconciliation.”14










Before foreign audiences, Mr. Clinton has also encouraged the United States to accept more immigrants.


He told a business leadership conference in Mexico City that allowing 250,000 more immigrants into the U.S. annually could cut “the Social Security shortfall in half.”15


Unsurprisingly, a chief beneficiary of policies like debt forgiveness and increased immigration would be the kind of large corporations that pay Clinton’s hefty honoraria.


Mr. Clinton’s Corporate Partners


Former president Clinton actively recruits big businesses and billion-dollar foundations into international alliances to help carry out his global agenda.









GOOD AS GOLDMAN


Goldman Sachs, the New York–based global investment and securities firm, hired Bill Clinton to give four speeches in the course of a year. On December 3, 2004, he was paid $125,000 to speak in New York; on April 20, 2005, he received another $125,000 to appear in Kiawah, Georgia; on June 6 he spoke in Paris, France, for $125,000; and on June 13 he gave a speech in Greensboro, Georgia, for $150,000. There appears to have been no press coverage of these engagements. The Associated Press, however, ran a blurb on June 21, 2005, reporting that Clinton had flown into Charleston Executive Airport on John Island on June 20. Clinton’s office refused to comment on the former president’s activities there.










Clinton calls this effort the Clinton Global Initiative and claims it is his most ambitious project yet. In the CGI’s first year alone, Mr. Clinton secured pledges totaling more than $3 billion to help fund his projects to alleviate poverty, climate change, and religious conflict, and to promote good governance, enterprise, and investment.16


The CGI revolves around an annual high-stakes networking conference. The first conference, held last September in New York City, secured over three hundred “pledges” valued at more than $2 billion. Roughly 1,000 hand-picked corporate CEOs, non-profit leaders, and top government officials participated, with each making a “commitment” to one of Clinton’s causes. Participants paid a $15,000 fee to attend the conference.


Among the headliners at last year’s conference were Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, British prime minister Tony Blair, World Bank president Paul Wolfowitz, Senator Hillary Clinton, former vice president Al Gore, Goldman Sachs CEO (and current treasury secretary) Hank Paulson, King Abdullah bin Al-Hussein and Queen Rania of Jordan, and international financier George Soros.


Corporate sponsors included Citigroup, Goldman Sachs, Google, Nokia, Starbucks, Hewlett Packard, and Microsoft. Corporate spokesmen, however, were hesitant to discuss their company’s involvement with CGI. A Goldman Sachs spokesman refused to speak on the record about the company’s pledges, as did Starbucks representatives.


Most of the pledges Clinton raised in the first year, according to CGI’s annual report, were concentrated in two areas: “alleviating world poverty,” which took in $798,153,000, and “climate change,” which secured $657,408,000. “Religious reconciliation” brought in $327,356,000.


Non-profits were the most generous donors, pledging $970,309,000. Corporations were second, giving $751,783,000. Individuals and foundations gave a combined total of $146,882,000, while government entities pledged $118,899,000.


Hillary Clinton’s participation in the CGI, including a major address on climate change she gave at the New York conference, further illustrate the complicated, tangled web between her, her husband, and his foreign financial backers.









VRWC ACTION PLAN







Millions of dollars in foreign cash will be a tremendous asset for Hillary in her presidential run, but given the couple’s past involvements with Communist Chinese businesses, it could become a serious liability.

















#2 - THE CAMPAIGN CASH FILE








The Clintons are prodigious campaign fund raisers. Their methods, however, often range from the unsavory to the illegal.









The Case of Peter Paul


In 2000, Hollywood businessman Peter Paul hosted a lavish series of fundraisers for Mrs. Clinton during her first run for the U.S. Senate. The Clintons disguised the events’ fundraising nature and failed to disclose all of the contributions, some of which violated campaign finance laws.


Current Pennsylvania governor Ed Rendell was the chairman of the Democratic National Committee at the time and a close friend of the Clintons. Rendell convinced Paul to bankroll two fundraisers at exclusive Hollywood locations, along with a multimillion dollar Hollywood fundraiser for Mrs. Clinton’s 2000 senatorial campaign replete with a cocktail reception, eight-hour benefit concert, and dinner. Deceptively billed as the “Gala Hollywood Salute to President William Jefferson Clinton,” the concert and dinner together cost couples $25,000, while individuals shelled out $1,000 just for the show.1


Paul hoped the fundraisers would ingratiate him not with Mrs. Clinton, but with her husband. Paul aimed to hire the former president as a spokesman for his Internet-based production and marketing company, Stan Lee Media, which Paul ran in partnership with comic book mogul Stan Lee. Paul publicly acknowledged that Rendell had suggested the Hillary fundraisers as a means to recruit her husband.


Paul was forthright with this writer about the purpose of the fundraisers:


           No one questions why I would pay money to a politician just out of the goodness of my heart. I’m not ideologically linked to the Clintons and my interest had nothing to do with Hillary’s political career. It was clearly a business interest, but a legal business interest. I was merely doing what corporations do. Hire ex-presidents as rainmakers for their global companies. George Bush Sr. did it, Reagan did it, that’s what ex-presidents do. And that’s what I was doing with Clinton, because he was a popular figure internationally.2


The Cuban Fraud Incident


The Clintons were either unaware or unconcerned that they were associating with a felon. In the late 1970s, Paul was convicted of participating in a scam coined the “Cuban Coffee Caper” by Time magazine.3 As president of the Miami World Trade Center, Paul was part of a ploy to con the Cuban government into paying $8.7 million for a fictitious boatload of “Barahona” Arabic blend coffee.


According to Time, Paul and his cohorts planned to present the Cubans with fraudulent documents and collect the fee for the cargo, then sink an empty delivery ship and collect the insurance money as an extra payoff. The plot went awry when the crew that planned to sink the ship was prohibited from boarding in Santo Domingo, where a key bribe had not been paid. The crew that did man the ship apparently found something amiss and abandoned the freighter in Costa Rica, where Cuban representatives later found it without the promised coffee.
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