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All the information in this guidebook is subject to change. We recommend that you call ahead to obtain current information before traveling.







[image: frn_fig_004.jpg]




An imprint of Globe Pequot, the trade division of


The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc.


4501 Forbes Blvd., Ste. 200


Lanham, MD 20706


GlobePequot.com


Distributed by NATIONAL BOOK NETWORK


Copyright © 2021 by the Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc.


First edition published 1988 by William Schemmel. Twelfth edition 2021.


All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the publisher, except by a reviewer who may quote passages in a review.


British Library Cataloguing in Publication Information available


Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data available


ISBN 978-1-4930-5353-7 (paper : alk. paper)


ISBN 978-1-4930-5354-4 (electronic)


[image: frn_fig_005.jpg] The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of American National Standard for Information Sciences—Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials, ANSI/NISO Z39.48-1992.
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About the Author


Any new travel find is a new adventure! Traveling isn’t just a pastime for Janice McDonald, it’s a lifestyle. She has traveled to all seven continents, producing videos, writing books and articles, and just simply exploring. Yet, she still gets a kick out of what she discovers in her own backyard in Georgia. A native of Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, Janice has called the Atlanta area home for more than half her life. She enjoys nothing more than discovering new places to see in her adopted state. A favorite rule of hers in any country is to avoid the main roads and take the road less traveled. She invites you to do the same as you get Off the Beaten Path in Georgia with her.
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Introduction


I grew up a Carolina Girl and wasn’t sure I could love a place as much as I loved my home state. But Georgia has not just won me over; it has exposed me to an incredible state with spectacular sights, hidden wonders, and an amazing diversity in its natural habitats.


Getting off-the-beaten-path to explore and discover those out of the way treasures has opened my eyes and many doors. It was a blast, and I would share each new discovery with friends and family. I have become a de facto tour guide, getting calls from complete strangers who were referred to me by friends. The thing I encourage each of them to do is to be open to something new. Trust the person who is sending you. The places you think you may not be interested in may turn out to be the places that leave the best lasting impressions.


Georgia is blessed to have such history and such vastly different and unique places to discover within its borders. Its coastal beaches, islands, and marshes take me back to my Coastal Carolina roots, but no amount of describing can prepare you for the beauty. The Spanish moss–laden trees are haunt-ingly beautiful, and the saltwater marshes change color with the sun. Passing through the midlands while farmers were plowing their fields caused me to pull over and watch them turn the red Georgia clay. Driving white-knuckled on the winding highways north of Helen during a foggy morning paid off as the sun burst through to reveal the mountains ahead. Georgia’s State Park system throughout is amazing, but the scenery in those parks in North Georgia can be breathtaking. If you can go one place, make it Anna Ruby Falls, especially after a rain.


As you get away from the main highways, you will see that every stop on the road has a story and offers a unique draw. A covered bridge may offer a great photograph, but what if you learned it was built by a freed slave who taught his craft to four sons who also built bridges across the state? Or the large mound of earth you’re looking at holds the key to an ancient Indian tribe? Even a trail or stream is connected to the people who came through centuries ago and holds some sort of natural wonder worth diverting from the main road.


But not all there is to see deals with the past. There are people to meet who are currently making their mark on Georgia and there’s much to see and do for the active. From kayaking or canoeing down the Suwannee River to hiking the Appalachian Trail, combing the beaches of barrier islands, or just kicking back and fishing. Try it all!


Since many of the updates were made during the COVID-19 pandemic, many businesses, parks, museums, etc. were/are adjusting hours and openings based on what was going on in their communities, so be sure to check their websites or call before going.


In this book’s listings, restaurant cost categories refer to the price of entrees without beverages, desserts, taxes, or tips. Those listed as inexpensive are $10 to $12 or less; moderate, between $12 and $19; and expensive, $20 and over. Places to stay listed as inexpensive are up to $100 per double per night; moderate, $101 to $200 per night; and expensive, $201 and up per night.


Before you launch your off-the-beaten-path adventures, you’ll be able to gather information from these sources: Georgia Dept. of Economic Development, Tourist Division (75 5th St. Northwest, Suite 1200, Atlanta; 404-962-4000; georgia.org) and Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Parks and Historic Sites Division (2 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr., Atlanta; 800-366-2661; gadnr.org).


The Parks Division’s Reservation Resource lets you make one toll-free call for campsites, cottages, picnic shelters, and lodge rooms throughout the system. Rates vary at different parks. Campsites, with electrical and water hookups, range from $23 to $50 a night. Completely furnished 1-, 2-, and 3-bedroom cottages are $75 to $250. There are even yurts for $50 to $100. Rates are higher on weekends and in certain seasons. Double rooms at state park lodges are $75 to $225. Call individual parks for exact rates. In metro Atlanta call (770) 389-PARK; anywhere else in the United States call (800) 864-PARK or go to gastateparks.org.


An easy reference in exploring highways in Georgia is that exits are based on mile markers and will help you know how far you are from borders and towns. For instance, exit 2, on I-75 in southeastern Georgia, is 2 miles from the Florida border. Exit 353, near the Tennessee border in northwestern Georgia, is 353 miles from the Florida border. For a brochure of the numbers, contact Georgia Department of Transportation (500 W. Peachtree St. NW, Atlanta; 404-631-1990; dot.ga.gov).


If you’re interested in a particular area, contact the local convention and visitors bureau or chamber of commerce.


FACTS ABOUT GEORGIA


State tourism toll-free phone number: (800) VISIT-GA (847-4852). Free brochures for many locations are located at exploregeorgia.com/brochures.


MAJOR NEWSPAPERS


Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Augusta Chronicle, Macon Telegraph, Savannah Morning News, Columbus Enquirer, Athens Banner Herald, Rome News Tribune




Famous People


39th president Jimmy Carter


Juliette Gordon Low, founder of the Girl Scouts


Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.


Gone with the Wind author Margaret Mitchell


Television and radio host Ryan Seacrest, from Dunwoody


Tyler Perry set up his studio empire in College Park


Spike Lee and Kanye West were both born in Atlanta


Media mogul Ted Turner


Singing Legend Gladys Knight


Golfing legend Bobby Jones


Rock bands Widespread Panic, R.E.M., and the B-52s, all from Athens


T.L.C., the Black Crowes, and OutKast are from Atlanta


Rappers Childish Gambino, Jermaine Dupri, Jeezy, Ludacris, T.I., 21-Savage, Gucci Mane, 2 Chainz, and Lil Baby


Country bands Lady A, Sugarland, The Zach Brown Band, and Florida-Georgia Line are all from Georgia as are country singers Jason Aldean, Travis Tritt, Alan Jackson, Trisha Yearwood, and Luke Bryan


Academy Award–winning actress Julia Roberts, born in Atlanta and raised in Smyrna


The Help author Kathryn Stockett lives in Atlanta


Milledgeville novelist Flannery O’Connor (The Violent Bear It Away, Wise Blood)


Columbus novelist Carson McCullers (The Member of the Wedding, The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter)


Eatonton Pulitzer Prize–winning novelist Alice Walker (The Color Purple)


Eatonton folk story author and humorist Joel Chandler Harris (Uncle Remus: Tales, Uncle Remus: His Songs & His Sayings)


Moreland novelist Erskine Caldwell (God’s Little Acre, Tobacco Road)


Ray Charles, Lena Horne, Otis Redding, “Little Richard” Penniman, bandleader Harry James, opera superstar Jessye Norman, songwriter Johnny Mercer, comedian Oliver Hardy


Danielsville’s Dr. Crawford W. Long, who performed the world’s first painless surgery with ether in 1842


Baseball’s “Georgia Peach” Ty Cobb, from Royston


Actor Burt Reynolds, born in Waycross


Actresses Dakota and Elle Fanning are from Conyers


Actress Kim Basinger is from Braselton


Comedian Jeff Foxworthy


Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson lives in Powder Springs


Western legend John “Doc” Holliday, born in Griffin






POPULATION


Georgia has 10.8 million people and is the nation’s eighth most populous state.


MAJOR METRO AREAS


Atlanta, 6.1 million


Augusta, 600,200


Savannah, 393,400


Macon, 229,000


Columbus, 322,100


Size


With 57,513 square miles, it is the largest state east of the Mississippi, 21st in the nation.


PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION


Atlanta has a rapid rail and public bus system, Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA). Other cities with public transportation systems are Macon, Savannah, Augusta, Athens, and Columbus.


CLIMATE


Summers are hot and humid, especially in the southern half of the state and the coast; spring is beautiful and balmy; winters are usually mild, with some snow accumulation in the northern mountains; fall, especially in the northern areas and the mountains, is brisk and cool, with colorful foliage.


GEORGIA TRIVIA


Georgia has 159 counties, more than any other state except Texas (which is four times larger), and more than twice as many as almost-the-same-size Florida and Alabama. There’d be even more, but two counties went bankrupt in the 1920s and merged with Atlanta’s Fulton County.


ELEVATIONS


Georgia’s highest point is Brasstown Bald Mountain, 4,784 feet above sea level; lowest point is sea level on the Atlantic coast.


Georgia’s hottest recorded temperature was 112 degrees Fahrenheit on August 20, 1983, at Greenville; the coldest was 17 degrees below zero in Chatsworth on January 27, 1940.



INTERESTING INFORMATION


You can travel around the world and never leave Georgia. Towns include Vienna (called VIE-enna), Cairo (KAY-ro), Berlin, Boston, Bremen, Hamburg, Rome, Milan, Athens, Arabic, and Sparta. You can shop at Bloomingdale and try to solve the secret of Enigma. Like Scarlett O’Hara, you’ll never be hungry in Peach, Bacon, Baker, and Coffee Counties. Don’t stub your toe on The Rock, and don’t Bogart that joint, my friend.










METRO ATLANTA
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Metro Atlanta




Atlanta & Fulton County


With a population of 6.1 million, Metro Atlanta is one of the nation’s fastest-growing and most diverse urban centers. New suburbs with cookie-cutter subdivisions and shopping malls, threaded by busy freeways, sprawl in all directions. In the city of Atlanta—population 524,000—an energetic young population is busily reviving many older neighborhoods. Downtown is a bustling center of activity which was largely sparked by the 1996 Atlanta Summer Olympic Games.


Centennial Olympic Park was created for the Olympic Games, transforming a blighted area into the centerpiece of new tourist activity. The park is now surrounded by new high-rise condos, hotels, retail shops, restaurants, and major new visitor attractions. In the 22-acre park, at Marietta Street and Andrew Young International Boulevard, you can sit in the sunshine and admire downtown’s striking skyline. If the weather’s warm, shuck your shoes and splash in the park’s Fountain of Rings and perhaps look for your name on the 500,000 bricks that pave the walkways. The Quilt of Dreams, made of brick and marble, tells the story of the largest games in Olympics





history. The Southern Company Amphitheater has a stage that has regular performances. Unity Plaza on the northeastern corner includes a water feature and a sculpture called Androgyne Planet which stands as a tribute to the Olympic spirit.


Attractions include the massive Georgia Aquarium. Built by one of the co-founders of The Home Depot, Bernie Marcus, the Georgia Aquarium’s tanks hold more than 10 million gallons of water. One tank alone is 6.3 million gallons. It’s home to the world’s largest fish, whale sharks destined to reach the size of school buses, and a supporting cast of over 120,000 fish and mammals from around the world. The ark-shaped aquarium is at 225 Baker St. (404-581-4000; georgiaaquarium.org). Open daily. Tickets are $35.95 for general admission. Children under 3 are free.


The nearby Imagine It! The Children’s Museum of Atlanta (275 Centennial Olympic Park Dr.; 404-659-5437; childrensmuseumatlanta.org) has scores of interactive ways to keep energetic youngsters busy. The museum was redesigned and reopened in 2015. Open daily. Age 3 and up $18.95, 2 and under free.


The World of Coca-Cola attraction opened in summer 2007. For details, see the “I’ll Have a Co-Coler” sidebar, page 24. Get information on area attractions at the Atlanta Chamber of Commerce on the edge of the park (235 Andrew Young International Blvd.; 404-880-9000; worldofcoca-cola.com). General admission is $14.


The National Center for Civil and Human Rights (100 Ivan Allen Jr. Blvd.; 678-999-8990; civilandhumanrights.org) pays homage not just to Atlanta’s countless contributions to the Civil Rights Movement, but to human rights struggles around the world. It shares the plaza with the Georgia Aquarium and World of Coke. Open Tues through Sat. Adults $19.99; seniors, military, and students $17.99; children ages 7 to 12 $15.99; and children 6 and under free.


For quick eats, step across Marietta Street to the food court and sit-down restaurants in the CNN Center atrium. You can take the Inside CNN Tour of the Cable News Network Studios and Turner Broadcasting Network and see news broadcasts around the world. Fifty-five-minute tours begin every ten minutes. Adults, $16.50; seniors and ages 12 to 18, $15.25; ages 4 to 12, $14; under age 4 admitted free. For information and reservations phone (404) 827-2300 or visit tours.cnn.com.


A block from CNN is the football shaped College Football Hall of Fame (250 Marietta St.; 404-880-4800; cfbhall.com). An interactive experience, this tribute to all things college football is open daily. Adults are $22.99; kids 3 to 12, $17.99; 3 and under are free.


The best way to view it all may be from Skyview Atlanta (168 Luckie St. NW; 678-949-9023; skyviewatlanta.com). This giant Ferris wheel towers 20 stories high and is across the street from Centennial Park. Tickets for those 13 and older are $14.50; ages 3 to 12, $9.50; 3 and under free. Groups can get discounts. Rides last between 7 and 12 minutes.


West Midtown is one of the “happening” neighborhoods in the heart of Atlanta. Spurred by the rebirth of downtown after the success of Centennial Park and the Georgia Aquarium growth, a once almost abandoned area of old warehouses and vacant lots has been reborn. Located just west of the park, bordered by Marietta Street and stretching as far as 8th Street NW, West Midtown, it is now the location for many of Atlanta’s hottest restaurants, trendy shops, coffee shops, galleries, and cool loft residential complexes.


The King Plow Arts Center (887 W. Marietta St.; 404-885-9933; kingplow.com) is housed in a factory built in 1890 and is the anchor in what is called the Marietta Street Arts Corridor. It was followed by the ever-popular Goat Farm Arts Center (1200 Foster St.) which has become a destination for people wanting to experience art in the making through visual and performance art. The Arts Corridor includes theaters, galleries, and designer as well as architectural firms.


Galleries in West Midtown include the Sandler Hudson Gallery (1000 Marietta St., #116; 404-817-3300; sandlerhudson.com), and the Jennifer Schwartz Gallery (675 Drewry St.; 404-885-1080). They host an art crawl on the third Saturday of each month.


The restaurant scene includes the hard-to-get-into-but-always-awesome Bacchanalia and its side kick Star Provisions (1460 Ellsworth Industrial Blvd. NW; 404-365-0410), upscale Southern fare at JCT Kitchen (1198 Howell Mill Rd.; 404-355-2252), inexpensive but good tacos at Taqueria del Sol (1200 Howell Mill Rd.; 404-352-5811), or amazing seafood with signature cocktails at The Optimist (914 Howell Mill Rd.; 404-477-6260). The brick oven pizza at Antico (1093 Hemphill Ave. NW; 404-724-2333) is consistently rated the best in Atlanta and you can BYOB.


Castleberry Hill is an arts district, downtown off-the-beaten-path, but only a short walk west of Centennial Olympic Park and its numerous attractions. The neighborhood, a pie-shaped wedge bounded by Peters, Walker, and Nelson Streets, was once a bustling industrial area with packing plants, warehouses, and livery stables. In the early 1980s artists and other urban pioneers discovered the rundown buildings and commercial storefronts and began converting them into galleries and spacious loft apartments.


Now almost a dozen art galleries and studios call Castleberry home. Loft conversions and new residential buildings are home to more than 600 permanent residences. Among the galleries that keep regular hours are Besharat Gallery (175 Peters St.; 404-524-3660; besharatgallery.com), Blu Bisque (323 Nelson St. NW; 404-593-1431; blubisque.com), Liana Delgado Art Studio/Gallery (161 Mangum St.; 770-366-5893; lianadelgado.com), and ZuCot Gallery (100 Centennial Olympic Park Dr.; 404-380-1040; zucotgallery.com). It’s best to call in advance. The 2nd Friday Art Strolls held each month from 7 to 10 p.m. are the best way to take in all the galleries, including ones opened only for the stroll. Check the website, castleberryhill.org.


There are a few restaurants which have become mainstays in the neighborhood. The Elliott Street Deli and Pub at 51 Elliott St. (404-523-2174; elliottstreet.com), has become a local hangout and often hosts events like the annual Chili Cook-off or hot dog eating contest. Other restaurants and bars include No Mas! Cantina, a spacious 2-level Mexican eatery with loads of art and handi-crafts and a big outdoor patio. An adjoining store with the same name sells handmade Mexican furniture and quality crafts (180 Walker St.; 404-574-5624; nomascantina.com).


If you are a baseball fan, it’s worth a jaunt across I-20 towards Center Parc Credit Union Stadium (755 Hank Aaron Dr.). Now the home to the Georgia State Panthers, this was also formerly the home of the Atlanta Braves Baseball team and before that, the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Stadium. The Fulton County Stadium where Brave player Hank Aaron hit his 755th home run was directly across Hank Aaron Drive. When the stadium was torn down, the Braves used GPS to layout an outline of the field and the baseball diamond in the parking lot that replaced the stadium. The Hank Aaron Wall marks the spot where the homerun that soared Aaron into the record books went over the wall. Despite massive development, that marker remains and you can see it in the Green parking lot for the stadium, accessed off Pollard Boulevard behind the Aspen Heights condos.


Directly across Capital Avenue from the Georgia State Capitol (Capitol Avenue SW) is the understated, but beautiful, Liberty Plaza. With replicas of both the Liberty Bell and the Statue of Liberty, the plaza has become a prime spot for press conferences, as well as social and political gatherings.


Downtown Atlanta’s Woodruff Park doesn’t have a lot of greenery, but on weekdays this open space at Peachtree, Marietta, and Decatur Streets is a prime people-watching location. At weekday lunch, the benches and small patches of grass fill up with Georgia State University students, office workers, street preachers, politicians, freelance musicians, and entertainers. Pick up a sack lunch at one of the numerous eateries around the park and sit back and watch the water wall and fountain at the north end of the park. Phoenix Rising, the large bronze sculpture at the park’s south end, symbolizes Atlanta’s rebirth after its Civil War destruction.


If you are looking for the legendary Underground Atlanta (50 Central Ave. near the Five Points MARTA station; underground-atlanta.com), you may want to wait. The underground portion closed in 2018 and while above ground shops are open, the “city beneath the city” is undergoing a major transformation.


The Historic Fourth Ward Neighborhood just east of downtown is one of the city’s trendiest places to visit. It helps that the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic District and the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change are both located at its heart at Auburn Avenue and Boulevard. The Fourth Ward was Dr. King’s neighborhood, and no doubt he’d be surprised to see the host of new restaurants and bars that now line Edgewood Avenue. The National Historic Site is run by the National Park Service and is open daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is free to the public. The King Center is independent of the historic site and operated by the King family, but it is across the street at 449 Auburn Ave. (404-526-8900; thekingcenter.org). It is also open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is free to the public.


The Center is the meeting spot for the insightful Civil Rights Tour which takes you on a visit to some of the best and least known venues of the Civil Rights Movement. Conducted by Tom Houck, who was Dr. King’s driver, each tour gives a personal insight as to the events of that era. Because Houck is friends with many of the key players, it is not unusual to have someone who was involved in the movement to come along. Tours are every Sat at 10 a.m. and are $39 (404-816-1766; civilrightstour.com).


The Historic Fourth Ward Park at the eastern edge of the neighborhood offers a great place for kids and adults to play. It is part of the internationally acclaimed Atlanta Beltline (beltline.org) development, which was conceived to connect all of Atlanta using old railroad paths. There are trails in all parts of the city which intra-connect and have spurred the building of several live-work-play developments. The Eastside Trail is the busiest and connects Piedmont Park to the Historic Fourth Ward and on to Cabbagetown. It runs adjacent to the popular Ponce City Market. Opened in 2015 in the 1926 Sears and Roebuck building, it is now home to shops and trendy restaurants as well as residential and office space (675 Ponce de Leon Ave. NE; 404-900-7900; poncecitymarket.com). Up top is the Skyline Park, a rooftop amusement center that has great views of the city, some vintage rides, skee ball, mini golf, and chances for adult beverages (poncecityroof.com).


Billiards, pool, and ping-pong have become hot activities in Atlanta. A favorite haunt is Sister Louisa’s Church of the Living Room & Ping Pong Emporium (466 Edgewood Ave. SE; 404-522-8275; sisterlouisaschurch.com). No televisions, no internet, just fun activities to make people interact with one another. Theme nights include tarot card readings and karaoke. Grant Henry, aka Sister Louisa, is there most nights to take you on in ping-pong.





METRO ATLANTA’S TOP HITS








	Ansley Park






	Antebellum and Victorian Newnan Driving Tour of Homes






	Atlanta Botanical Garden






	Atlanta Braves Baseball






	Atlanta History Center






	Atlanta Preservation Center






	The Big Chicken






	Centennial Olympic Park






	Center for Puppetry Arts






	Chattahoochee Nature Center






	Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area






	CNN Center studio tours






	College Football Hall of Fame






	Decatur Court Square






	Fernbank Museum of Natural History






	Fernbank Science Center






	The Fourth Ward






	Georgia Aquarium






	Herndon Home






	High Museum of Art






	Imagine It! The Children’s Museum






	Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park






	Lawrenceville Courthouse Square






	Lewis Grizzard Memorial Museum






	Marietta Town Square






	Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic District






	Michael C. Carlos Emory University Museum of Art and Archaeology






	National Center for Civil and Human Rights






	Norcross’s Historic Old Town






	Oakland Cemetery






	Panola Mountain State Conservation Park






	Pickett’s Mill Battlefield Historic Site






	Piedmont Park






	Roswell






	Southern Museum of Civil War and Locomotive History






	Stone Mountain Village






	Virginia-Highlands






	World of Coca-Cola






	Wren’s Nest






	Yellow River Wildlife Sanctuary






	Zoo Atlanta












North of downtown, the Midtown neighborhood, along Peachtree Street between Ponce de Leon Avenue and 16th Street, is one of Atlanta’s liveliest and most eclectic areas. Straight, metrosexual, and gay bars and dance clubs, restaurants of every stripe, hotels, shops, live theaters, and sleek high-rise condos line Peachtree, Tenth, and Juniper Streets and Piedmont Avenue. You’ll know you have arrived by the giant rainbow crosswalks at Piedmont and Tenth.


The Woodruff Arts Center (home of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra and Alliance Theater) and High Museum of Art, at 1280 Peachtree St., are the city’s cultural temples. The High’s distinctive white building was designed by architect Richard Meier and will no doubt be recognized as a backdrop from countless movies and television shows. Its own collection includes more than 14,000 works of art across all disciplines. But make sure to check the schedule because the museum’s collections in general are world class and the limited-engagement exhibits draw large crowds. Past exhibits included one featuring hundreds of pieces of art from the Louvre, previously never seen outside of France. The High is open Tues to Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Thurs 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Sun noon to 8 p.m. Closed Mon and holidays. Adults $14.50. Contact the museum at (404) 733-4400 or high.org.


The Margaret Mitchell House and Museum (999 Peachtree St.; 404-249-7015; gwtw.org) highlights the Atlanta native’s life and gives background to her best-selling novel, Gone with the Wind, and the 1939 movie. Mitchell wrote her novel on the battered typewriter in her basement apartment in the restored Victorian boardinghouse she called “The Dump.” There’s a video about her life and her book, as well as letters, photos, and memorabilia. Opened in 1999, the GWTW Museum adjacent to the house is devoted to the movie, which premiered in Atlanta in 1939. Exhibits include movie scripts, props, costumes, set design sketches, the front door of the O’Hara family’s fictional Tara plantation house, and a portrait of Scarlett O’Hara (Vivien Leigh) in a blue dress, still showing a stain from a whiskey glass an angry Rhett Butler (Clark Gable) threw against it in the second half of the movie.


Although Mitchell wrote only one novel, she was a prolific letter writer. In a letter to her mother-in-law in 1936, she describes the day she frantically gathered the GWTW manuscript to deliver to the editor of Macmillan Books: “For years [the manuscript] has been knocking about the house in about twenty very dirty manila envelopes. Some were under the bed … some were in the pot and pan closet. I had sixty first chapters, each worse than the other. So, I sat down and took off my garters and tore off a new first chapter …. It wasn’t until I got to the lobby of [the editor’s] hotel that I realized what I looked like, hatless, hair flying … my hastily rolled up stockings coming down around my ankles.”


The museum is open Mon through Sat from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; Sun noon until 5:30 p.m. Admission for the house and museum is $13 for adults; $10 for seniors and students; and $5 for children ages 6 to 17. Mitchell was struck and killed by a taxi on her beloved Peachtree Street, 4 blocks from the house, in 1949. She’s buried under a simple gravestone, with her married name Marsh, in downtown Atlanta’s historic Oakland Cemetery.


One of the most interesting ways to delve into the city’s history is on a tour led by the Atlanta Preservation Center (404-688-3353; atlantapreservationcenter.com). The center’s 14 walking tours from March through November focus on the city’s architectural and cultural heritage. The Fox Theatre tour (held throughout the year) takes you backstage at one of America’s last surviving 1920s “picture palaces.” Adorned with minarets, Moorish arches, Egyptian hieroglyphics, and a blue-sky ceiling that twinkles with electric stars, the “Fabulous Fox” (660 Peachtree St. at Ponce de Leon Ave.; 404-881-2100; foxtheatre.org) hosts a full schedule of touring musicals, concerts of all sorts, and a summertime classic movie festival.


MARTA, the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority, is an up-to-date way to get around the city. The clean, 2-line rapid rail system intersects at Five Points Station downtown and is a swift way of getting to the Woodruff Arts Center/High Museum of Art, Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport, and other attractions.


The MARTA bus system is a more comprehensive but much slower way of getting about. Fare for either is $2.50 one way, including transfers. If you choose to buy the reloadable Breeze Card, that’s another $1. For information call (404) 848-4711. Passes are available for 1-, 2-, 3-, 4-day or monthly passes.


If you are downtown, you may want to take advantage of MARTA’s streetcar system. The 2.5-mile loop connects Centennial Park to the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site as well as most major tourist attractions in the downtown area. The cars run every 10 to 15 minutes and cost just $1 to ride. An all-day pass is available for $3.


For an ear on what’s happening, check the Atlanta Journal-Constitution’s “Things-to-do” site (ajc.com/things-to-do). The alternative weeklies Creative Loafing (creativeloafing.com/things-to-do) and InTown Atlanta (atlantaintownpaper.com) also keep updated events calendars.


Ansley Park, a lovely neighborhood dating to the 1920s, is a quiet place to walk, drive, or ride a bike. On Peachtree Street at the Woodruff Arts Center/Colony Square area, turn east onto 15th Street and north onto Peachtree Circle and follow the meandering byways past sumptuous lawns and gardens skirting massive homes in a spectrum of styles. Stop for a picnic, a walk, or a giddy ride on a swing at the somewhat hidden Winn Park, at Peachtree Circle and Lafayette Drive. Follow a street called The Prado to Piedmont Avenue.


Cross this busy street and you’re at the Atlanta Botanical Garden (404-876-5859; atlantabg.org). Take your time strolling through 30 acres of formal gardens, rose gardens, a Japanese garden, and a 15-acre hardwood forest with a marked walking trail, or better yet, walk high above it all with the canopy walk. The concrete walkway climbs up to 40 feet, allowing you a bird’s eye view of the hardwood trees. Many state, regional, and national flower shows are held in the Day Building at the entrance. The Botanical Garden’s centerpiece is the Dorothy Chapman Fuqua Conservatory, with 16,000 square feet of tropical, desert, Mediterranean, and endangered plants. The Fuqua Orchid Center displays tropical orchids from around the world in their natural habitat. There’s also a gift shop, snack bar, and nice restaurant. Open Tues through Sun 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Admission is $21.95 for adults, $18.95 for ages 3 to 12; under age 3 free. Check the calendar for special events like Summer “Sip and Stroll” wine events and the spectacular “Garden Nights, Holiday Lights” from mid-Nov through mid-Jan.


After the Botanical Garden, wander into adjoining Piedmont Park. Dating back to 1887, the 189-acre park has tennis courts, a swimming pool, softball fields, playgrounds, and paved, auto-free roadways for jogging, hiking, biking, and rollerblading. In summer, the park’s lawns and hillsides fill up with tanning bodies. You can rent (or buy) skateboards, in-line skates, roller skates, and bikes at Skate Escape (404-892-1292), across from the park at 1086 Piedmont Ave.


The Virginia-Highland neighborhood, about 1.5 miles east of Piedmont Park, is one of the city’s favorite dining, shopping, and entertainment areas. It’s divided into 3 parts: From Ponce de Leon Avenue, a lively strip of restaurants, bars, coffee shops, and offbeat shops extends about 3 blocks north on North Highland Avenue; after a 3-block residential break, it comes back to life around the Virginia Avenue–North Highland Avenue corner; after another residential break, you’ll find more fun stuff at North Highland and Amsterdam Avenues and at another strip at North Highland and Morningside Drive.


Follow Highland north past the Morningside-Lenox Park neighborhood and it will fork off to Lenox Road as a backway into the Buckhead area of Atlanta. If you want to escape the city into nature, make a detour and stop at the Daniel Johnson Nature Preserve and Herbert Taylor Park. The preserve is located within the 26-acre park. There are beautiful trails through old growth forests along Rock Creek and the south fork of Peachtree Creek (1301 Beech Valley Road NE, Atlanta; 404-546-6788; mlpa.org).


The Buckhead neighborhood, off Peachtree Street/Road about 6 miles due north of downtown, has long been Atlanta’s most splendid residential enclave. West of Peachtree Road, follow the green-and-white scenic drive markers past Spanish and Italian villas, French chateaux, Old English Tudor homes, and white-columned Greek Revival, Georgian, and even Japanese-style showplaces that preside over immense lawns and great stands of trees and flowering shrubbery. Some of the most beautiful homes are on West Paces Ferry, Andrews, Habersham, Blackland, Valley, and Tuxedo Roads.




How Buckhead Got Its Name


Buckhead, Atlanta’s most affluent, most fashionable neighborhood, owes its unique name to an early settler. In 1838, Henry Irby paid a few dollars for a small piece of wilderness near the modern-day intersection of Peachtree, Roswell, and West Paces Ferry Roads, calling it Irbyville. He put up a tavern and a general store that became a meeting place for farmers, hunters, and tradesmen. One day while hunting in the dense woods, he shot a buck, posted the deer’s impressive head on his door, and christened the establishment The Buck’s Head Tavern. In time, the tavern gave its name to the entire neighborhood. Irbyville no longer exists, but Irby Avenue remembers the founding father.





The neighborhood also has some of the city’s finest restaurants. The upscale Buckhead Village District near the intersections of Peachtree, Roswell, and Paces Ferry Roads offers up designer shops like Hermès or Dior or trendy restaurants comparable to Rodeo Drive in Beverly Hills. Lenox Square and Phipps Plaza, tony malls at the Peachtree Road/Lenox Road intersection, offer the treasures of Saks, Neiman Marcus, and other upscale retail chains.


You’ll have a better understanding of what makes Atlanta the kind of city it is after a day at the Atlanta History Center (404-814-4000; atlantahistorycenter.com). The tree-shaded, 30-acre sanctuary at 3101 Andrews Dr. includes 3 fascinating attractions: the insightful and very well done Museum of Atlanta History; the circa 1836 “plantation plain” Tullie Smith Farmstead; and the Swan House, an opulent Italian-Palladian villa, built in 1926 and appointed with European and Asian furnishings and set among formal gardens and terraced fountains. It’s also home to Cyclorama, a massive painting depicting a crucial point in the July 22, 1864, Battle of Atlanta. Forty-two feet high and 358 feet long, it is one of two remaining paintings created in the 1880s to depict famous Civil War battles. (The Battle of Gettysburg Cyclorama is at the National Battlefield Park.) Open daily. Admission is $23.41 for adults; $19.60 for seniors 65 and older and students ages 13 and over with ID; $9.80 for youths 4 to 12; children under 4 are free.


The center has 6 signature exhibits, the largest of which is the Centennial Olympic Games Museum. The 27,500-square-foot, 3-story museum traces Atlanta’s dark-horse bid for the 1996 games, the building of venues, and a timetable of events at the 16-day games. Exhibits include medals dating to 1896, a collection of Olympic torches, and gifts to the city from the 197 participating teams. An interactive Sports Lab lets kids and adults test their skills against Olympic athletes.


If you still pine for the flower-child days of the 1960s or feel like dyeing your hair electric blue or orange and skateboarding on the sidewalk, Little Five Points is your kind of place. You can be totally mainstream and still enjoy an outing at this Southern-style East Village/Soho area. Around the intersection of Moreland and Euclid Avenues, across Ponce de Leon Avenue from Virginia-Highland and about 3 miles east of downtown, you’ll find a cluster of good, inexpensive restaurants—Indian, Caribbean, Mexican, Italian, Cajun—coffee bars, bars with and without music, brew pubs, tattoo parlors, and funky shops selling vintage clothing and books on astrology, herbal medicine, and other esoteric subjects. Just like the good old days, street musicians perform for your pleasure and spare change.


East Atlanta Village, off I-20 and Moreland Avenue about 10 minutes south of Little Five Points, is one of the more hidden old neighborhoods to get the Lazarus treatment. Young entrepreneurs have turned vacant storefronts around the Flat Shoals Avenue–Glenwood Avenue intersection into kitschy shops with unique and offbeat gifts, art, antiques, and imports. The resurgent old neighborhood’s newfound diversity is reflected in inexpensive to moderately priced eateries that serve French, vegan, Italian, Australian, Caribbean, and contemporary American fare. Hot local bands draw the young and sleepless to The Earl (488 Flat Shoals Ave.; 404-522-3950; badearl.com). Elder Tree Public House is a traditional Irish pub with gastropub fare and it helps if you love soccer because there’s usually a game on (460 Flatshoals Rd.; 404-600-5254; eldertreeatl.com). Mary’s (1287 Glenwood Ave.; 404-624-4411; marysatlanta.com) is a popular gay bar. For a quick pick-me-up, find a sofa at Joe’s East Atlanta Coffee House (510 Flat Shoals Ave.; 404-521-1122). The anti-corporate java and dessert shop is the unofficial “living room” for urban pioneers, who meet for jolts of espresso while they read, study, and revel in the urban slacker lifestyle.


Zoo Atlanta, in Grant Park (800 Cherokee Ave.; 404-624-5600; zooatlanta.org), a few blocks from the Village and 2 miles from downtown, is a fun place to spend a day. A top attraction is the growing giant panda family. On loan from China, Lun-Lun and Yang-Yang are proud parents to twins Ya Lun and Xi Lun, born September 4, 2016. These kids are their second set of twins and sixth and seventh offspring. Twins Me Huan and Mei Li (born July 15, 2012) and their three older sons Xi-Lan (born August 30, 2008), Po (born November 3, 2010), and Mei-Lan (born September 6, 2006), have all returned to China. The pandas spend a lot of time sleeping and munching bamboo, but when they move around and climb trees in their lavish habitat, you’ll wish you could rush in and give them a big bear hug. The zoo’s other big attraction is the Ford African Rain Forest, a natural habitat for families of silverback mountain gorillas. In early 2000, Willie B., the zoo’s beloved 41-year-old silverback—the king of the zoo since his childhood—died of old age. A life-size statue of the world-famous silverback is in the zoo’s sculpture garden. Other zoo habitats house more than 1,000 tropical birds, big cats, bears, giraffes, reptiles, and other exotic creatures from around the world. Open daily. Admission is $27.99 for adults, $19.99 for children 3 to 11.


Your suspicions that the government “has money to burn” will be confirmed when you visit the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta’s Monetary Museum. During your prearranged guided tour, you’ll see millions of dollars’ worth of damaged paper bills being shredded. You’ll receive a complimentary bag of Uncle Sam’s “confetti” and see “live” currency counted and sorted and sent out to Southeastern banks. The tour also takes you through the Visitors Center, where interactive and multimedia exhibits give in-depth lessons in the US economy. The Federal Reserve Bank is at 1000 Peachtree St., across from the Margaret Mitchell House, in Midtown Atlanta. To arrange a free tour, phone (404) 498-8500 or visit frbatlanta.org/about/tours/museum.


The Robert C. Williams American Museum of Papermaking, on the Georgia Tech campus (500 10th St.; 404-894-7840; paper.gatech.edu), takes you on a self-guided tour through thousands of years of paper and paper technology. “Pre-paper” exhibits include tree leaves from India, Egyptian papyrus, Indonesian bark, and other substances that ancient peoples used before the invention of the real thing, in China around AD 105. Contemporary exhibits feature North America’s first paper mill in 1690 and mills that produce paper in the 21st century. Papermaking workshops are held periodically. Open Mon through Fri 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free admission.


William Breman Jewish Heritage Museum (1440 Spring St., Midtown Atlanta; 678-222-3700; thebreman.org), explores the history of Judaism and Atlanta’s own rich Jewish history. In addition to 2 main galleries, the museum offers a genealogy center, extensive archives, a resources library, and changing exhibits such as “Shalom, Y’all,” a history of Judaism in the South. Open Mon through Thurs 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Fri 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; and Sun 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission for adults is $12; seniors 62 and over $8; students $6; children ages 3 to 6 $4. Age 3 and under free.


Children as well as adults will enjoy the Center for Puppetry Arts (404-873-3391; puppet.org), on the northern edge of downtown at 1404 Spring St. The converted redbrick school building houses a fascinating puppetry museum and puts on a year-round program of puppet theatricals, some aimed at youngsters, others tailored for adults. Check their schedule online to see what’s on.


Oakland Cemetery (248 Oakland Ave. at Memorial Drive; 404-688-2107; oaklandcemetery.com), offers a look toward Atlanta’s past, right behind the ultramodern King Memorial MARTA Station. Established in 1850, Oakland’s redbrick walls enclose a wealth of architectural and cultural heritage. Victorian aristocrats are entombed in temple-like mausoleums, embellished with stained glass, gargoyles, and marble busts. You can walk through the original 8 acres, Confederate and Jewish sections; see the graves of the city’s firstborn child and other celebrities, such as Gone with the Wind author Margaret Mitchell, golf champion Bobby Jones, governors, mayors, and beloved pets; and spread a picnic lunch under the magnolia trees. Open daily. Free tours are conducted on weekends—many with themes—and self-guided tours are encouraged. The cemetery supporters hold festivals and events to give insight as to the lives of their “residents” so check their website for activities.


A MARTA train to West End Station and a bus connection or 3-block walk will bring you to the Wren’s Nest, the Victorian home of Joel Chandler Harris, creator of Br’er Rabbit, Br’er Fox, the Tar Baby, and other delightful critters who roam through his 1880s book, Uncle Remus: His Songs & His Sayings. Rooms are filled with furnishings and mementos of Harris and his family, editions of his book in many languages, and re-creations of his beloved characters. The house got its name when a mother wren decided that Harris’s wooden mailbox would be perfect for her brood. The mailbox now has an honored place among the Wren’s Nest’s treasures. Especially if you have children, try to visit when storytelling sessions are scheduled, which is every Sat at 1 p.m. Wren’s Nest (1050 Ralph David Abernathy Blvd.; 404-753-7735; wrensnest.org) is open Tues through Sat 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for seniors, students, and children.


West of downtown, Herndon Home (587 University Pl.; herndonhome.org) is a landmark of black achievement. The dignified Beaux Arts–style mansion was built in 1915 by Alonzo Herndon, a former slave. Herndon founded Atlanta Life Insurance Company, the nation’s largest black-owned insurance firm and became one of the first black millionaires in the US. He called the mansion “Diamond Hill” and it’s easy to see why. The 15 rooms showcase his remarkable life. Most of the antique furnishings and family photos are original. The Herndon Home is open Tues through Thurs 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., other days by appointment. Admission is $10 for adults, $7 for children and military. For more information call (404) 581-9813.


Georgia’s 19th-century poet Sidney Lanier sang the praises of the Chattahoochee River in his idyllic “Song of the Chattahoochee.” The river rises in the North Georgia mountains and flows through metropolitan Atlanta on its way to the Gulf of Mexico.
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The Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area, a 48-mile stretch of river and gentle rapids flowing between wooded palisades, is the focus for recreational pursuits of all sorts. From spring through fall, Atlantans love to set their rafts, canoes, and kayaks loose in the river for a lazy day of relaxation. If you don’t have your own, they are available for rental. There are two spots, both operated by the Nantahala Outdoor Center (noc.com). One is at Power’s Island (5440 Interstate N Pkwy., Sandy Springs; 404-696-7517) and the other is technically in Marietta (301 Johnson Ferry Rd. SE; 404-678-5902) but is at the north end of the recreation area across the river from Power’s Island. If rafting isn’t your pleasure, you can also spread a picnic, hike, bike, jog, bird-watch, and exercise on the 22-station fitness trail. The park’s main entrance is at US 41 and the Chattahoochee River bridge. Contact the Park Superintendent at 1978 Island Ford Pkwy. (678-538-1200; nps.gov/chat). There is a $5 entrance fee.


The river’s fauna and flora are celebrated at the Chattahoochee Nature Center (9135 Willeo Rd., Roswell; 770-992-2055; chattnaturecenter.com). The private, nonprofit natural-science center’s exhibits of plants and wildlife, special programs, and workshops are in a tranquil 50-acre setting by the riverbank, about 20 miles north of downtown Atlanta. Guided walks on Sat and Sun at noon and 2 p.m. weave through 20 acres of nature trails and along a 1,400-foot boardwalk over the river. You can also pick up a brochure and take a self-guided tour. Make a full day of it with a picnic lunch. Check the schedule because there is almost always something special planned for families and kids. The center is open Mon through Sat from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sun from noon to 5 p.m. Adults $10, seniors $7, and ages 3 to 12 $6.


On December 22, 1853, Mittie Bulloch, a Roswell debutante, married New Yorker Theodore Roosevelt in the dining room of Bulloch Hall (180 Bulloch Dr., Roswell; 770-992-1731; bullochhall.org), her family’s Greek Revival showplace. The happy couple, of course, had no inkling of the far-reaching consequences of their union. After the nuptials, they moved to New York and in 1858, had a son, Theodore, who became our 26th president when William McKinley was assassinated in 1901. Their other son, Elliot, had a daughter, Eleanor, who married her cousin Franklin.


In 1905, President “TR” made a sentimental journey to his mother’s ancestral home. If he came back today, he’d find Bulloch Hall looking pretty much as it was when his mother was a blushing bride. Mittie’s father, Maj. James Stephens Bulloch, grandson of Georgia’s Revolutionary War Gov. Archibald Bulloch, built the house in 1839, the same year Roswell King, a Connecticut Yankee, founded the town and built textile mills on the Chattahoochee River.


One of the South’s rare examples of pure temple-form architecture, with a fully pedimented portico. In 1978, the city of Roswell purchased the house and 16 acres and opened it to the public. A few of the Bulloch family’s original furnishings are complemented by period pieces. Modern brides say their vows in the same dining room where Mittie said hers. A reenactment of Mittie and Theodore’s wedding is a highlight of “Christmas in Roswell,” which also includes Victorian holiday decorations, high teas, parades, seasonal storytelling, and the lighting of the town square.


Bulloch Hall is one of more than 100 Roswell structures on the National Register of Historic Places and part of what the city calls its “Southern Trilogy” along with Archibald Smith Plantation and Barrington Hall. Archibald Smith is an 1845 cotton farm with 12 original buildings (935 Alpharetta St., Roswell; 770-641-3978). The farm is probably one of the best examples of historical and cultural interpretation of 19th century farm life in the region. Barrington Hall (535 Barrington Dr.; 770-640-3855) was built by one of the founders of the town of Roswell, Barrington King (son of Roswell King), in the 1830s. Decorated with many of the home’s original furnishing, you get a real insight into the time period. The 7-acre grounds include outbuildings and a public garden. All are open Tues through Sat 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sun 1 to 4 p.m. Guided tours are $5 per house for adults and $4 for children.


Teaching Museum North, in a former elementary school (791 Mimosa Blvd., Roswell; 770-552-6339), is a hands-on, participatory extension of the classroom designed to get kids involved in their curriculum. It’s also a good place to learn about the history of Roswell, the state of Georgia, and the United States. The Roswell Room’s exhibits depict the town’s antebellum homes and other buildings spared by the Civil War. A mural traces the region’s history from Native Americans to the present. Georgia’s many authors, including Pat Conroy, Flannery O’Connor, Sidney Lanier, Alice Walker, Margaret Mitchell, James Dickey, Eugenia Price, and Erskine Caldwell, are honored in the Writers Corner. There are even greenhouses where kids can learn to plant. Open Mon through Fri 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Free to public but donations are appreciated. Study guides are available through their website: fultonschools.org/teachingmuseum.




Where’s the Olympic Stadium?


If you’d like to visit Atlanta’s Olympic Stadium, you’ll have to take a swing by Center Parc Credit Union Stadium on Hank Aaron Drive. The stadium where the 1996 Summer Games opening and closing ceremonies and track and field events were held was ingeniously constructed so that about half of the 85,000 seats could easily be taken out after the games and the stadium converted to serve a single sport. First, it was converted to be home to the Atlanta Braves baseball team and called Turner Field after former Braves owner Ted Turner. The Braves vacated in 2016 to head north to Truist Park in Cobb County, opening the way for Georgia State’s Panther football team. The giant brick pillars on the outside of the courtyard of the main entrance were part of the Olympic stadium and will give you a sense of its original size.





Roswell King laid out the Town Square in New England fashion, with a park in the center and a bandstand where “TR” spoke to townsfolk in 1905, surrounded by brick shop buildings. It’s still a central gathering point for the locals and a site for festivals and weekend events during the spring and summer.


A town as old as Roswell naturally (or supernaturally) has plenty of rumored ghosts. Roswell Ghost Tour (770-649-9922; roswellghosttour.com) every Friday evening takes you on a stroll through the Historic District, where you’ll hear legendary tales, ghost stories, scandals, and very likely an outright fabrication or two. The biggest mystery is the fate of 400 women and children textile workers, charged with treason by the Union army in 1864 and taken north, most of them never heard from again. The Lost Workers of Roswell Monument, in Old Mill Park on Sloan Street, is their memorial. Adults $15, children under 12 are $10.


Antiques shops and galleries are foremost on many visitors’ minds. Canton and Alpharetta Streets are chock full of cozy shops to wander and explore. At 1160 Canton St., you’ll find the celebrated Raiford Gallery (770-645-2050; raifordgallery.com). You could stay busy for hours exploring the one-of-a-kind works from more than 400 artists, including 50 jewelers, in the gallery’s beautiful open wooden structure.


If you want to pay respects to the fallen of Vietnam, the Roswell Faces of War Memorial can be found on the corner of Hill and Atlanta Streets on the grounds of City Hall. The solemn bronze sculpture features a soldier reaching out to clasp the hand of a little girl while behind him are 50 faces showing a range of emotions. On most days, a cascade of water falls from the top where you can read the words “You Are Not Forgotten.”


To arm yourselves with information on what to see and do, stop first at the Roswell Visitors Center on the square (617 Atlanta St., Roswell; 800-776-7935, 770-640-3253; visitroswellga.com) for a video overview, historical exhibits, and walking/driving maps. Guided walking tours with a docent from the Historical Society are available by appointment, but audio tours of the Civil War Walk and the Roswell Mill Village Walk are available for free download through their website.


With a population of 714,350, DeKalb County is the Metro area and Georgia’s third most populous county and one of Georgia’s most ethnically diverse. You’ll find many off-the-beaten-path attractions among the county’s busy streets and freeways, shopping malls, and subdivisions.


There’s an Andrew Young International Boulevard in downtown Atlanta, but the metro area’s real “international” boulevard is Buford Highway (GA 23). A 10-mile stretch of multilane urban roadway from Lenox Road in the city of Atlanta north through the DeKalb towns of Chamblee and Doraville to Jimmy Carter Boulevard in Gwinnett County is lined with more than 700 businesses and services run by Asian and Hispanic immigrants. Since the early 1980s, old strip shopping centers and newly built malls have filled up with supermarkets where shoppers come from around the Southeast for Korean, Thai, Chinese, Vietnamese, Caribbean, Mexican, Central American, and South American produce, seafood, rice, spices, and other staples.


Dozens of restaurants offer a selection of authentic cuisines you might expect to find only in Seoul, Bangkok, and Lima (or in Los Angeles, San Francisco, and New York). A great place to be transported to a different country is Plaza Fiesta, at the busy Buford Highway–Clairmont Road intersection (4166 Buford Hwy.; 404-982-9138). Here you can buy hecho en Mexico (made in Mexico) shoes, sandals, Western wear, apparel of all kinds, religious items, DVDs, candy, breads, pastries, and cakes; get your hair styled; see a doctor; have your taxes prepared; and explore dozens of stores and kiosks. Walk-up eateries serve inexpensive Mexican and Latino fast food.


While you’re in northeast DeKalb, you can explore an assortment of antiques shops and flea markets around the Peachtree Road–Broad Street Junction in “old” downtown Chamblee (antiquerow.com). You’re bound to find something you can’t resist and didn’t realize you needed at the Antique Factory (5506 Peachtree Rd.; 770-455-7570), Broad Street Antique Mall (3550 Broad St.; 770-458-6316), and Chamblee Antiques and Collectables (3509 Broad St.; 770-986-7460).


Only 3 miles due east of downtown Atlanta is the quaint town of Decatur, the DeKalb County seat. Court Square, across from the historic county courthouse, is a bustling hub of upbeat restaurants, taverns, and distinctive shops.


In a cul-de-sac off East Ponce de Leon Avenue there is a choice of popular American and ethnic eateries and bars, including the sumptuous Iberian Pig (121 Sycamore St.; 404-371-8800; iberianpigatl.com). Known for its Spanish-styled tapas, it’s a place people from across metro seek out. Nearby is the highly acclaimed Brick Store Pub (404-687-0990; brickstorepub.com). The Brick Store is considered to have one of the top beer collections in the country, featuring an entire cellar devoted to Belgian brews. With the quaint setting and diverse selection of places, you’ll probably have to wait for a table on weekends. In warm weather, you can sit at outdoor tables that line the sidewalks. If you don’t need as wide a beer selection, you can also walk around the corner to its sister restaurant Leon’s Full Service (131 E. Ponce de Leon, Decatur; 404-687-0500; leonsfullservice.com). There are a lot of great restaurants right outside the Decatur MARTA rail station, with a spacious open plaza with benches and a fountain, about a 10-minute ride from downtown Atlanta. On summer Saturday nights, Decaturites spread blankets and picnic suppers on the courthouse lawn and enjoy live music at the bandstand.


You wouldn’t expect a world-class antiquities museum to be somewhat hidden on a university campus but Emory University’s Michael C. Carlos Emory University Museum of Art and Archaeology (571 South Kilgo St.; 404-727-0516; carlos.emory.edu) holds a trove of artifacts from around the world. Treasures in this beautifully planned building on the Emory Quadrangle include Greek and Roman coins, statuary, and amphorae; an Egyptian mummy with a gilded face; and European, pre-Columbian, and Asian art objects. Floors are inlaid with diagrams of ancient temples and palaces. Special exhibitions are held regularly. An $8 donation is requested and an extremely helpful audio guide can be rented for $2. Open Tues through Fri 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The museum is on the Emory Quadrangle, near the university’s main entrance at North Decatur and Oxford Roads. On-campus paid parking is available.


Across from the campus on North Decatur and Oxford Roads in an area known as Emory Village, you’ll find a row of popular student-oriented eateries, including Rise-n-Dine, Doc Chey’s Dragon Bowl, Dave’s Cosmic Subs, Chipotle Mexican Grill, Romeo’s New York Pizza, and Falafel King.


What can you do on a rainy day in Atlanta? Rain or shine, you can spend all of it at the Fernbank Museum of Natural History and the companion Fernbank Science Center. Both are operated by the DeKalb County Board of Education. The natural history museum’s attractions include the hands-on “A Walk Through Time in Georgia,” “Reflections of Culture,” and “The World of Shells,” children’s discovery rooms, towering dinosaur skeletons, and an IMAX theater. Located at 767 Clifton Rd. between downtown Atlanta and Decatur (404-929-6400; fernbankmuseum.org), the museum is open Mon through Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sun noon to 5 p.m. Adults, $20; students and senior citizens, $19; ages 3 to 12, $18. IMAX theater: adults, $13; students and seniors, $12; ages 3 to 12, $11. Combination museum-IMAX are just $5 more. Check their schedule for “adult fun nights” which feature events such as Latin Dance Night or Adult Prom.


Fernbank Science Center (156 Heaton Park Dr.; 678-874-7102; fernbank.edu) in a 65-acre hardwood and pine forest threaded with walking trails, has a 500-seat planetarium offering seasonal looks at the heavens. You can also look at far-flung galaxies through the Southeast’s largest telescope. Other exhibits focus on Georgia’s varied plant and animal life, as well as special exhibits like an Apollo Space Capsule on loan from the Smithsonian. Open Mon through Wed, noon to 5 p.m.; Thurs to Fri, noon to 9 p.m.; Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The observatory is open Thurs and Fri from 9 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. weather permitting. Admission is free but planetarium shows are $7 for adults and $5 for students. Gates to the forest are locked at 5 p.m.


A granite monolith 825 feet high and 6 miles around, with numerous attractions and 6 million visitors yearly, is hardly off the beaten path. However, many Stone Mountain Park visitors include a visit to Stone Mountain Village. Outside the park’s gates, the village’s 19th-century Main Street is flanked by covered sidewalks and 3 blocks of stores stocked with vintage books, arts and crafts, Civil War artifacts, antiques, geodes, apparel, jewelry, and oddities. In fact, the downtown area is on the National Register of Historic Places.




Buster, Hero Dog


Buster, a heroic police dog, is remembered with a granite tribute in front of the Jonesboro police headquarters on North McDonough Street. The inscription reads: NOT JUST A DOG, BUT A POLICE OFFICER, A PARTNER, A FRIEND, ONE WHO MADE A DIFFERENCE. Buster’s fellow officers put up the monument bearing Buster’s image after bad guys brought down the fearless, 5-year-old crime fighter in 1990.





You can get a haircut in an old-fashioned barbershop and buy an ice cream, a sandwich, or a full meal at several cafes and restaurants. The town’s visitor center is located in an old railroad caboose (891 Main St.; 770-879-4971; stnemountaincity.org).


Housed in the old trolley station, ART Station (5384 Manor Dr., just off Stone Mountain’s Main St.; 770-469-1105; artstation.org) exhibits paintings, sculpture, and other works by local and regional artists. Feeling artistic? You can also sign up for classes.


Yellow River Wildlife Sanctuary (4525 Hwy. 78, Lilburn; 770-972-6643; yellowrivergameranch.com) is a peaceful place in the woods in the midst of south Gwinnett County’s suburban explosion. Just off very busy US 78, 3 miles east of Stone Mountain Park, the 24-acre privately owned nature preserve is home for dozens of free-roaming brown deer, huggable bunnies, goats, sheep, coyotes, ducks and geese, pigs and porcupines, foxes, wolves, donkeys, a skunk named William T. Sherman, and a spring-forecasting groundhog named Gen. Beauregard Lee. It’s also home to what’s purportedly the largest herd of American buffalo east of the Mississippi.


First established as a home for injured and orphaned wildlife, Yellow River is now a great place to learn about native animal species. You can really get to know the animals up close and personal. You may reserve Yellow River’s Birthday House for your youngster’s special day or for a family reunion or other group activity. Yellow River Wildlife Game Ranch is open daily 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is $18 for adults; $12 for children 3 to 11; free for children 2 and under.


You may do a double take if you are driving down Rockbridge Road in Lilburn. The traditional Hindu BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir rises like a wedding cake above the landscape. Constructed of hand-carved Italian marble, Turkish limestone, and Indian pink sandstone, the design is in accordance to ancient scriptures. Set on 30 acres, it is the largest Mandir outside of India. Open daily at 460 Rockbridge Road.


Clayton County, south of downtown Atlanta, was the fictional setting for Tara, Twelve Oaks, and other Gone with the Wind landmarks. Appropriately, the Road to Tara Museum, in Jonesboro’s Depot Welcome Center (104 N. Main St., Jonesboro; 770-478-4800, 800-662-7829; claytoncountyfilmtourism.com), houses one of the largest collections of GWTW memorabilia in the world. Exhibits include re-creations of some of the movie’s most famous costumes, first editions of the book in many languages, posters, continuous showings of the film, and souvenir items. If you look closely at a mural, you’ll see the familiar face of Elvis Presley, carrying the Confederate battle flag. The mural’s artist, Del Nichols, includes Elvis in everything he does. The museum is open Mon through Fri 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; Sat 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Adults, $7; seniors and students, $6.




Where Bobby Learned to Play


Bobby Jones is considered by many to be the greatest golfer who ever picked up a stick. Young Bob Jones was just 5 years old when the Atlanta Athletic Club at East Lake opened its golf course on 2575 Alston Drive on July 4, 1906. Jones’s family lived across the street and he would come over to watch the golfers and mimic the golf pro Stewart Maiden who had just arrived from Carnoustie, Scotland. Maiden would shape not only Jones, but other phenoms such as Alexa Stirling and Charlie Yates. East Lake was considered one of the best courses in the US in the early 1900s but saw a decline in the 1960s and ’70s. Atlanta businessman Tom Cousins purchased East Lake in 1993 and not only restored the club to its original splendor, but helped revitalize the entire neighborhood by creating partnerships with the community. Now home to the PGA’s Tour Championship, East Lake Golf Club’s motto is “Golf with a Purpose.” A small park is dedicated to Maiden across from the East View Cemetery on 4th Street, just two blocks from the East Lake entrance; eastlakegolfclub.com.





As long as you are feeling the tug of Gone with the Wind, you may want to also take in Stately Oaks Plantation Historic Site, also available through the visitor’s center. Built in 1839, it is believed this Greek Revival home was the inspiration for Scarlett O’Hara’s home, Tara.


If that’s not enough Scarlett and Rhett for you, you can hop a bus at the center for either the Southern Belles & Whistles Tour or Peter Bonner’s Gone with the Wind Tour. You’ll be treated to a full array of GWTW connections to Jonesboro. Tour reservations can be made at (800) 662-7829. Adults are $24.95, $21.95 for seniors, and $13.95 for children 12 and under.




Monks, a Mountain & Gone with the Wind


Like other Metro Atlanta counties, Gwinnett (population about 860,000) has grown so rapidly the past 35 years, it seems to be one vast, unbroken landscape of mammoth shopping malls, subdivisions, and apartment complexes. It’s now Metro Atlanta and Georgia’s second most populous county. But if you peek behind the “new” Gwinnett, you’ll find that many of its old towns and cities have become walkable havens with unique shops, restaurants, and art galleries.


Norcross’s Historic Old Town is a pleasant throwback to yesteryear a few minutes off traffic-crazy I-85 and Jimmy Carter Boulevard. Take North Norcross–Tucker Road off Jimmy Carter and follow the Historic Norcross signs to South Peachtree Street. Antiques and gift shops include Taste of Britain (73 S. Peachtree St.; 770-242-8585; tasteofbritain.com), with imported teas, biscuits, jams, china, and gifts. There is also an old-fashioned barbershop, a vintage hardware store, and other small businesses in the well-preserved 19th-century buildings grouped around the old wooden train depot. The Crossing Steak-house, in the done-over depot, and Dominick’s Little Italy across the street, are detailed in “Places to Eat in Metro Atlanta,” at the end of this chapter.


Not to be outdone by other Gwinnett County cities, Lawrenceville, the county seat, has done a vibrant renovation of its Courthouse Square. The centerpiece is the majestic 1885 redbrick courthouse with the tall white turret and clock tower. No longer the seat of county government since a modern courthouse was built in the early 1990s, the historic building, with its manicured lawns, brick-paved sidewalks, benches, retro streetlights, and memorials to soldiers who died in the Civil War and Creek Indian War, has historical displays and meeting rooms.


The Aurora Theatre (1128 E. Pike St.; 770-476-7926; auroratheatre.com) is Lawrenceville’s most popular attraction. Located in a renovated historic church, a professional repertory company performs in the 200-seat main auditorium year-round. The Aurora is also home to a performance academy and hosts dances when performances are not underway.


The food is as much fun as the Lawrenceville shops. Choices include Blue Rooster Bake Shop and Eatery (169 W. Pike St.; 770-995-0065; blueroosterbakeshop.com), with sandwiches, salads, soups, and delectable sweets; and the ever-popular McCray’s Tavern (100 N. Perry St.; 770-407-6745; mccraystavern.com). McCray’s has a huge beer selection and its menu ranges from pub fare to shrimp and grits or a garlic rib eye. If your craving good, old-fashioned Southern cooking like you wish your grandma could make, then try the Corner Stop Café (195 N. Perry St.; 770-962-4112; cornerstopcafe.com).


For a look at Gwinnett County “when,” take a walk through the Lawrenceville Female Seminary (455 S. Perry St.; 770-904-3500). Built in the 1850s after the original burned, the 2-story brick Greek Revival building was a finishing school that tutored antebellum young ladies in reading, writing, and etiquette. Over the years the old school building taught boys and hosted civic clubs, the United Daughters of the Confederacy, and a radio station. In the 1970s, when Dairy Queen coveted the site, the county government purchased it, had it placed on the National Register of Historic Places, and made it the home of the Gwinnett County History Museum’s collections of farm implements, textiles, historic photos, and exhibits on schools, religion, music, and other aspects of the county’s life. Open Mon through Thurs, and Sat by appointment. No admission charge.


Directly next door is the stately Isaac Adair House (15 South Clayton St.). Built in 1827, the house is one of the oldest in the county and was moved to the 10-acre site in the mid-1980s when it was threatened by demolition to make way for a shopping center. For information on both locations, visit gwinnettcounty.com.


In the mood for authentic Mexican tacos and moles, Ecuadorean and Salvadorean empanadas, pad Thai, Korean barbecue, Cantonese dim sum, fiery Szechuan, Vietnamese pho, Indo-Pak curries and dosai, and the ingredients to make your own? One of Georgia’s most ethnically diverse counties, Gwinnett has scores of restaurants, food markets, and other services catering to large communities from Asia, Mexico, Central and South America, and homegrown Anglos and others looking for some adventure for their palates.


For information contact the Gwinnett Convention and Visitors Bureau, (6500 Sugarloaf Pkwy., Duluth; 770-623-3600 or 888-494-6638; exploregwinnett.org).


North of Lawrenceville, tucked in the town of Buford, is the off-the-beaten-path gem the Gwinnett Environmental and Heritage Center (2020 Clean Water Dr., Buford; 770-904-3500). Indoor, outdoor, and hands-on exhibits will entertain both children and adults. If you do nothing but walk the outdoor paths, it’s worth the visit. Think “dinosaurs in the woods!”


The Sugar Hill Municipal Golf Course (8 miles north of the Suwanee exit off I-85; 770-271-0519; sugarhillgolfclub.com), is a sweet layout for those who’d like to play like the pros but have an amateur’s budget. Spread over 300 acres at the north Gwinnett County town of Sugar Hill, the well-maintained par-72, 18-hole course offers plenty of challenges as it swoops up and down hills and around 6 lakes and 45 traps.


McDaniel Farm Park (3251 Daniel Rd., Duluth; 770-814-4920) isn’t just a park—it’s a trip back through time. The park is a former cotton farm that was first part of an 1800s land lottery. Run by sharecroppers, it now serves as a living history lesson and includes an original barn, well house, chicken coop, blacksmith shed, and restored tenant farmer house.


The Southeastern Railway Museum in Duluth, 25 miles northeast of downtown Atlanta (3395 Buford Hwy., Duluth; 770-476-2013; train-museum.org), honors the golden age of passenger trains. Owned and operated by the Atlanta Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society, the 30-acre indoor and outdoor museum invites train buffs to sit in red cabooses, hauled around the yards by vintage diesel locomotives. Each Saturday and most Thursdays (except June and July on Wednesday), the cabooses are hooked to huffing, puffing steam locomotives. Before and after the ride, there’s time to look at more than 90 pieces of rolling stock, exhibits, and displays. One of the showpieces is “Superb,” the 1911 Pullman car that carried President Warren G. Harding across the country in the early 1920s. When Harding died in San Francisco in 1923, “Superb” carried him back to Washington and then to burial in Ohio. Army chefs prepared meals for the troops in a military kitchen car parked nearby. You can walk through locomotives, passenger coaches, dining cars, a railway post office, and Pullman sleeper cars. Kids and grown-up “kids” who enjoy the sport of model railroading can see the miniature train in the exhibit hall. From downtown Atlanta, take I-85 North to exit 104/Pleasant Hill Road and follow the signs. There is no set schedule on park train rides, but the museum is open Thurs through Sat from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. throughout the year, as well as Mon and Wed during summer months. Admission is $18 adults; $15 age 65 and over; $13 ages 2 to 12. Caboose rides and park train rides are an additional $4. The complex is available for birthdays, meetings, and other events.




I’ll Have a Co-Coler


For millions of people around the world, Atlanta is synonymous with Coca-Cola. The soft drink was created in a Peachtree Street pharmacy in 1886. Dr. John Stith Pem berton, originally from Columbus, Georgia, was seeking a nonalcoholic cure for the common headache. He blended coca leaves, African kola nuts, and other ingredi ents into an elixir he called Coca-Cola. It was first sold as a heavy syrup diluted with water. But one day the clerk substituted soda water for tap water, and voilà, Coke was on its way around the world.


Headquartered in Atlanta, the company closely guards its secret formula. If you visit the massive interactive World of Coca-Cola near Centennial Olympic Park and the Georgia Aquarium (121 Baker St.; 404-676-5151; worldofcoca-cola.com), you’ll be treated to animated films and videos on Coke’s history, as well as hundreds of exhib its and souvenir items, a bottling room, an art gallery, a gift store, and free samples of Coke and soft drinks the company tailors for specialized tastes around the world. It’s open for self-guided tours daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. in June, July, and Aug. Admission is $17 for adults; $17 age 65 and over; $17 ages 3 to 12; children 2 and under free. Paid parking is in the attraction’s deck on Ivan Allen Jr. Boulevard.





Amid the burgeoning suburbs of Rockdale County, a short drive off the busy lanes of I-20, about 25 miles east of downtown Atlanta, the Monastery of the Holy Ghost is a place of inordinate peacefulness. Since the late 1940s, Benedictine Trappist monks have dwelt and prayed in this cloistered sanctuary at 2625 Hwy. 212 in Conyers (770-483-8705; trappist.net). The Spanish Gothic–style buildings, even the stained glass in the main church, are all products of their labors.


Men and women can attend Sunday morning Mass in the church, which is highlighted by the monks’ chants and prayers. Men may make retreats at the modern guesthouse nearby. A small shop sells bread, cheese, jam, religious items, and produce and herbs grown in the monastery’s fields. They also operate a stained-glass studio that originally produced pieces for the monastery itself. Now you can order windows, doors, etc. for your own home. You may also bring a picnic lunch to tables that sit by a lake beside the cloister.


The abbey does not observe a strict rule of silence, and most monks can converse with visitors.


Just east of Conyers on I-20 is Covington in Newton County. Film buffs can walk around Covington Square and recognize locations from numerous movies and television shows including The Walking Dead, Vampire Diaries, and Selma. Many beautiful white-columned homes are on the tree-shaded streets radiating from the square.


You’ll also find a trove of antebellum treasures around nearby Oxford College of Emory University, which welcomed its first freshman class in 1839.


Twenty miles southeast of downtown Atlanta, via GA 155, Panola Mountain State Conservation Park is a peaceful 585-acre day-use park where you may have a walk in the woods, enjoy a picnic, and wonder at a 100-acre granite outcropping that’s been part of the Henry County landscape for about a million years. The lichen-covered monadnock is part of a major belt of granite, most dramatically evidenced by Stone Mountain a few miles away.


Stop first at the park’s Nature Center for information on trails leading through the woodlands and around the mountain. Meandering through hard-wood and pine forests, the 1.25-mile Watershed Trail is a moderately strenuous course. Several stations along the way have benches and markers describing the park’s fauna and flora. At the base of Panola Mountain, a 3-acre pond is alive with turtles, frogs, fish, and small reptiles.




We Like it Sweet


Georgians, like their fellow Southerners, are addicted to iced tea. We drink gallons of it summer, winter, fall, and spring. And the sweeter, the better. Real Southern iced tea has the sugar brewed in; adding it later doesn’t have the same effect. When you order, you’ll usually be asked, “Sweet or unsweetened?” If you want it sugarless and aren’t asked for a preference, you’re liable to get a glassful so syrupy it will make your teeth and gums ache. Half & half is also a good and accepted option.





The 0.75-mile Rock Outcrop Trail takes you through the woods to an overlook on one of the mountain’s major outcroppings. The truly ambitious could tackle the 12-mile PATH foundation/Panola Mountain Trailhead which connects Panola Mountain with Arabia Mountain and Stonecrest Mall. On Saturday and Sunday afternoon, park naturalists conduct walks and give talks at the small amphitheater close to the Nature Center. Picnic tables are located near restrooms and soft drink machines. Pets on leashes may be walked in the picnic area but aren’t allowed on the nature trails. The park is open daily from 7 a.m. to sundown. There is a $5 parking fee. Contact the superintendent in Stockbridge, (770) 389-7801, (800) 864-PARK; gastateparks.org/Panola.


If you didn’t surmise it while battling the perpetual traffic on Henry County’s streets and highways, the south suburban metro county is the third-fastest-growing county in Georgia and fourth-fastest in the entire United States. So it’s a pleasant surprise to drive into the courthouse square in McDonough, the county seat, and wonder if you haven’t drifted plum out of Henry into some rural place far from Metro Atlanta.


With a population of about 22,000, tidy, compact McDonough (pronounced “Mcdunnah”) is a throwback to calmer, less frantic small-town times. Stop first at the McDonough Hospitality and Tourism Bureau in a regeared 1920s Standard Oil station on the square, pick up a map and helpful pointers, and start poking around the antiques malls, “attics,” flea markets, gift, and specialty shops. The Gerhardts’s World offers antiques and gifts (678-782-3915); Moye’s Pharmacy and Gifts is the oldest pharmacy in Henry County and also sells unique gifts, foods, and collectibles (770-957-1851; moyespharmacy.com); Planter’s Walk Antique Mall sells thousands of antiques and collectibles (678-432-5250; planterswalkantiquemall.com); and Secret Garden (678-432-6888), with its home accessories and unique gifts for the young and old, are good places to start.


Dining on the square includes KirbyG’s Diner and Pub, a 1950s style diner near the square that serves up cooked-to-order burgers (45 Macon St.; 678-583-8777; kirbygs.com); Gritz, serving Southern-style breakfast and lunch (14 Macon St.; 770-914-0448; gritz-family-restaurant.business.site); PJ’s Cafe, American cuisine and a popular bar (30 Macon St.; 770-898-5373); and Queen Bee Coffee Company, coffee and pastries (58 Griffin St.; 678-883-2233; queenbeecoffee.com).


“The Geranium City” lives up to its nickname during late January’s Geranium Festival. Blooming with thousands of the colorful plants, the park in the square features music, entertainment, food, and more than 300 craftspeople selling their wares. For information, contact McDonough Hospitality and Tourism Bureau (5 Griffin St., McDonough; 770-898-3196; visitmcdonoughga.com).


Bargain lovers should put the Spalding County seat of Griffin high on their shopping lists. The textile town of 20,000, on US 19/US 41, 40 miles south of Atlanta, has some especially tempting values in antiques and socks.


Spalding Hosiery Shoppe, aka “The Sock Shoppe” (770-227-4362; sockshoppe.com) is a local institution. Founded in 1939 in a building across from the massive redbrick Spalding Mills, the store used to sell goods made at the mills. You can still buy colorful argyles, athletic socks, dress socks, and heavy-duty work socks, as well as pantyhose, sweatshirts, and other items made by major manufacturers. The company has expanded to three other locations, but there’s nothing like the original at 432 E. Broad St. It’s open Mon through Sat from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.


There’s a ton of good antiques hunting to be done. The Auction Block Antique Mall (314 E. Solomon St.; 678-315-3402) and the next door Cotton Mill (312 E. Solomon St.; 770-412-8888) display vast amounts of treasures in old mills featuring dozens of dealers, including a blacksmith/welding art center in downtown Griffin. Take your pick of china, old coins, Civil War relics, vintage toys, country primitive and Victorian furniture, decorative accessories, jewelry, and folk art. Aging Gracefully Antiques (103 N. Hill St.; 770-233-9000), has eclectic selections of pottery, furniture, quilts, and oil, gas, and kerosene lamps.


Architecture buffs can stroll downtown Griffin and see a range of styles surviving from the late 1800s to the 1930s. Most of the downtown commercial buildings, on Broad, Solomon, and Taylor Streets, are two stories high, constructed of brick, with wood or cast-iron storefronts and plate glass display windows. Many of the old buildings have been adapted for contemporary use.
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