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Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date


Every eﬀort has been made by the author and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—regulations change, facilities come under new management, and so forth.


We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart, and we’ll also make certain to share them with the author. Please send your comments and suggestions to falconeditorial@globepequot.com or 64 South Main Street, Essex, CT 06426.


Thanks for your input!
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Introduction



While it’s hard to say which US state has the most waterfalls, Washington—dominated as it is by glaciated peaks, rushing rivers, and lots and lots of precipitation—is definitely near the top of the list. Wherever you might ramble throughout the state, from the verdant rain forests of the Olympic Peninsula to the snowy peaks of the Cascade Range (named by Lewis and Clark when they saw the mountains looming above a “cascade” in the Columbia River) to the high, dry deserts of Eastern Washington, waterfalls are indeed everywhere.


Meanwhile, three national parks, five sprawling national forests, one national volcanic monument, and more than one hundred state parks, not to mention thousands of regional and municipal parklands, make Washington a mecca for nature lovers and outdoors enthusiasts. In fact, almost 42 percent of the state’s total landmass—or some 17.8 million acres—is in the public trust in one form or another. So chances are wherever you live or visit in Washington, there is a good hike nearby, and it might well involve visiting a waterfall.


The purpose of this book is to make it easier to find and access some of the best waterfalls in the state. The knowledge on the topic I have accumulated over twenty years of exploring the state as a travel writer and outdoor photographer is now in your hands. Now that you’ve invested in the book, you owe it yourself to stuﬀ it into a backpack and hit the trail. I can just picture you now, sitting at the base of a beautiful waterfall in a forest hollow deep in the Cascades, breathing in mood-boosting negative ions and eating the best-tasting sandwich you’ve ever made yourself. Picturing you there is why I wrote this book, so make sure to get up and out and ensure my vision becomes a reality.


Weather


While Seattle is famous around the world for its drizzly winters, the weather in Washington State isn’t all bad. For starters, it varies greatly depending on which side of the Cascade mountain range you happen to be on. Seattle, which is on Puget Sound on the western side of the mountains, gets about 38 inches of rain annually, while Spokane in Eastern Washington gets less than half that much rain throughout the year.


In general, the best time to visit Washington if waterfall hiking is a goal would be spring and early summer, when warming temperatures trigger snowmelt in the mountains that in turn feeds the rivers and their waterfalls below. On the west side of the Cascades (including all the regions covered in this book except for Eastern Washington), high temperatures in July typically hit 75°F to 80°F during the day with lows in the mid-50s at night—with little (if any) rain! In fact, the regional climate shifts from a wintertime wet pattern into a seasonal drought every summer, making the Pacific Northwest a great place to be anytime from early July through mid-September. On the flip side, December can be cold and wet: Average daytime highs top out in the mid-40s and lows 10 degrees cooler, and more than 5 inches of rain spreads itself out across seventeen of the thirty-one days of the month on average.


Meanwhile, east of the Cascades, far from the reach of the marine layer over the North Pacific that moderates temperatures in Seattle and environs, summers are hotter and winters are colder. In Spokane, 200 miles east of Seattle on the high and dry Columbia River plateau, midsummer temperatures typically reach into the mid-80s or hotter, with nighttime lows down in the mid-50s. Six months later the average highs only hit 32°F, with nighttime lows another 10 degrees cooler. Brrrrr indeed!


Flora and Fauna


Like the weather, the flora and fauna of Washington vary depending on which side of the Cascade Range you are on. West-side forests are dominated by Douglas firs and western red cedars—some of which top out above 200 feet tall and have been alive since before Columbus discovered the New World—not to mention Sitka spruces, western hemlocks, red alders, and vine maples, among other iconic trees of the region. On the east side of the mountains, ponderosa pines, Engelmann spruces, western larches, and a cadre of other trees that prefer drier soils and ambient conditions thrive. And as you get farther east, desert plants like sagebrush and rabbitbrush can make oﬀ-trail travel a prickly aﬀair.


In terms of wildlife, deer, elk, black bear, coyote, cougar, raccoon, and various rodents are dispersed in varying numbers statewide. The old-growth forests of the Olympic Peninsula are home to the spotted owl, that controversial symbol of the environmental movement in the 1990s as the federal government shut down access to millions of acres of timberland to protect the bird from extinction. A small population of grizzly (brown) bears is reputed to live in the northern reaches of the North Cascades, but sightings have been few and far between. East of the Cascades, hikers should be careful where they step, as rattlesnakes have been known to pop out of the shadows from under a rock or bush when you least expect it. Coyotes and bighorn sheep also play an important role in the ecosystems of Eastern Washington. As always, when you encounter wild animals, give them plenty of space so they don’t feel threatened or boxed in and can get away easily. Remember, they are probably more scared of you than you are of them, so enjoy seeing them and let them move along.


Wilderness Restrictions/Regulations


Like many western states, Washington has an embarrassment of riches when it comes to public lands, but navigating which passes are needed where remains an issue for those trying to access the outdoors. The vast majority of the waterfalls covered in this book are on public land, but diﬀerent jurisdictions have diﬀerent rules regarding where and when you can park a car and access hiking trails and backcountry campsites. Below is an overview of what you need to know by agency. Note: Although accurate as of publication, all rates are subject to change. Check the appropriate agency’s website for current rates.





The US Forest Service: A National Forest Recreation Day Pass or a Northwest Forest Pass provides visitors permission to park at trailheads and access hiking trails across any of Washington’s five national forests (Olympic, Mount Baker–Snoqualmie, Okanogan-Wenatchee, Giﬀord Pinchot, and Colville) and one national volcanic monument (Mount St. Helens). Advance planners can order their pass online via the Forest Service website (www.fs.usda.gov/main/r6/passes-permits/recreation), while last-minute types can usually pay for one at the trailhead—just don’t forget your checkbook or some cash. Free backcountry camping permits are available for certain locations throughout the federal system of national forest lands in Washington; inquire with the appropriate ranger station for the location in question.



National Park Service: Gaining access to Mount Rainier and Olympic National Parks costs $30/vehicle and is good for seven days from the date of purchase. There is no entrance fee for North Cascades National Park. Car campgrounds within national parks charge additional fees per night. Free back-country camping permits are available for some sections of each park; backpackers and climbers should check in with rangers at the given park’s visitor or wilderness information center for specific details on where to go and how to get the right permissions.



Washington State Parks: A Discover Pass is required to park and access any of the more than one hundred state parks across Washington State. Car camping fees are additional. The Discover Pass is available online at the state’s Discover Pass website (www.discoverpass.wa.gov) as well as at self-pay kiosks in some state parks and at more than 600 retail locations across the state where hunting and fishing licenses are sold.





How to Use This Guide


The waterfall hikes and drives in this guide are listed by county moving west to east across the state, making it simple for Washington residents to reference the hikes within an hour’s drive or to plan a day or weekend trip. In this densely populated state, most of us know exactly which regions surround our own. We’ve listed the region names in the table of contents as well, to help you pinpoint your favorites.


Whether your fondness for falling water impels you to scale granite walls to feel the spray or if you prefer to take in a stunning view from the comfort of your van’s front seat—or something in between—check out the Trail Finder that follows this introduction. We’ve supplied a listing of waterfalls that can be seen from the road, falls at which you can escape the crowds or mingle with tourists, and falls that tumble through spectacular scenery in Washington’s hidden gorges.


In each chapter, you’ll find waterfall hikes listed according to difficulty rating, from easy to difficult. (Most hikes in this book are easy or moderate, with the exception of a few difficult route options.) Choose hikes that match your experience and ability; there are plenty of gorgeous sights that do not require you to be in tip-top shape before you leave the house. Creek walks are specified as well, so you’ll know to throw your old sneakers, reef runners, or waterproof boots into your pack on the way out the door.


The description of each numbered hike provides you with the detail you need up front, including the height of the falls, fees and restrictions during weather events or winter, the GPS coordinates for each trailhead or parking area, the length of the hike in distance and time, and where to call or navigate to for more information. Read through all of this before starting out, and follow the maps and step-by-step directions to reach the falls safely.


Note: Although rates for accommodations and campgrounds were accurate at the time of publication, check with the specific property for updates.










Trail Finder



Author’s Favorite Waterfalls


22.Ancient Lake Falls


42.Angel Falls Loop


38.Comet Falls


34.Deer Creek Falls/Staﬀord Falls/Ohanapecosh Falls


44.Falls Creek Falls


10.Heliotrope Falls


15.Ladder Creek Falls


43.Lewis River Falls


4.Murhut Falls


26.Otter Falls


11.Nooksack Falls


21.Palouse Falls


U. Panther Creek Falls


9.Racehorse Falls


41.Siouxon Creek Falls


27.Snoqualmie Falls


1.Sol Duc Falls


39.Spray Falls


25.Twin Falls


Best Hikes for Backcountry Camping


22.Ancient Lake Falls


36.Carter Falls/Madcap Falls/ Narada Falls


D.Enchanted Valley


10.Heliotrope Falls


12.Mazama Falls


41.Siouxon Creek Falls


39.Spray Falls


X.Sunset Falls


29.Wallace Falls


Best Swimming Holes


18.Cedar Falls


31.Feature Show Falls


23.Keekwulee Falls/Denny Creek Waterslides


12.Mazama Falls


4.Murhut Falls


26.Otter Falls


45.Pothole Falls


T.Rainbow Falls State Park


35.Silver Falls


27.Snoqualmie Falls


X.Sunset Falls


25.Twin Falls


29.Wallace Falls


8.Whatcom Falls


Most Crowded Waterfalls


37.Christine Falls


23.Denny Creek Waterslides


31.Feature Show Falls


24.Franklin Falls


30.Granite Falls


2.Marymere Falls


27.Snoqualmie Falls


1.Sol Duc Falls


40.Tumwater Falls


8.Whatcom Falls


Least Crowded Waterfalls


22.Ancient Lake Falls


F.Beaver Falls


31.Feature Show Falls


10.Heliotrope Falls


13.Laplash Falls


48.Last Hope Falls


4.Murhut Falls


26.Otter Falls


9.Racehorse Falls


33.Snoquera Falls


Roadside Waterfalls


F.Beaver Falls


37.Christine Falls


32.Clear Creek Falls


Q.Falls Creek Falls


6.Falls View Falls


30.Granite Falls


Y.Iron Creek Falls


3.Madison Creek Falls


11.Nooksack Falls


21.Palouse Falls


27.Snoqualmie Falls


19.Spokane Falls


8.Whatcom Falls


40.Tumwater Falls
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Olympic Peninsula



The Olympic Peninsula in the northwest corner of the continental United States, home to high glacial peaks, wild free-flowing rivers, and lush temperate rain forests, is one of the most beautiful parts of Washington State. The rough-and-tumble topography of the region is the result of ancient tectonic forces—think continental plates bumping up against each other and causing uplift—and then, a little more recently, the glaciation of the last ice age some 10,000 years ago. Unlike the Cascades, the Olympic range is not of volcanic origin, and as a result is composed primarily of sandstone and basalt, not granite. This unique geological composition is part of what gives the Olympics their wild, impenetrable character and sets the region apart from other wild and woolly parts of Washington State.
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The Olympic Peninsula is famous for its lush, green, temperate rainforest among other natural charms.



Despite the difficult terrain, humans may have inhabited the Olympic Peninsula for longer than anywhere else in what is today considered the continental United States. Stone tools excavated there have been dated back some 7,600 years, following the end of the last ice age and early humans’ journey over the Bering Strait into North America. Indeed, the Native coastal Salish Tribes who called the region home for thousands of years prior to white settlement lived well oﬀ abundant natural resources, including wild game and seafood and a wide range of edible native plants. According to Indian lore, Olympic Peninsula rivers were so clogged with salmon during the summer runs that you didn’t need a footbridge to cross over them.


While white settlement of the Northwest in the mid-1800s brought the first roads and trails to the region, the Olympics remained the last frontier for many more years. In 1890 a five-man media expedition looking to explore and survey the peninsula finally made it through the Olympics’ tangled and steep interior and out to the coast after a six-month ordeal during one of the coldest and snowiest winters in memory. Adventurers have been following in their footsteps and blazing their own new trails ever since. But don’t think for a second that Washington’s wildest region is tamed in any way. There might not be a more remote spot in the Lower 48 than in the middle of the temperate rain forest of “Valley of 10,000 Waterfalls” under the shadow of 9,573-foot Mount Olympus in the middle of the Olympic Peninsula.


Camping and Accommodations


Falls View Campground, Quilcene: This Olympic National Forest campground has 30 sites suitable for tents or RVs spread across 2 loops and provides quick access to lots of hikes—the overlook of Falls View Falls is a few feet away from the campsites—as well as the waterfront of nearby Quilcene Bay and its oyster and clam bed. From Quilcene, drive 3.5 miles south on US 101 to the Falls View Campground entrance on the west side of the road. Open May through Sept, weather permitting. www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/olympic/recarea/?recid=47829. GPS: N47 47.373' / W122 55.712'



Fairholme Campground, Olympic National Park: Camp along the tranquil shores of cerulean Lake Crescent at this iconic Olympic National Park campground. You can even rent a rowboat or canoe from the adjacent concessionaire and take to the lake. Choose from 88 first-come, first-served sites. Flush toilets, potable water. (Bring your own tent—sleeping in vehicles isn’t allowed—given the parking lot is separate from the campsites.) Marymere Falls is a 6.8-mile drive/hike/bike away. Open May through Sept. www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/camp.htm. GPS: N48 04.127' / W123 54.919'



Lake Crescent Lodge, Olympic National Park: Built in 1916, this classic lodge and resort on the southern shore of deep blue Lake Crescent oﬀers up 52 guest rooms in 11 diﬀerent room/cabin configurations—not to mention a great restaurant and canoe, rowboat, kayak, and paddleboard rentals. Even if you’re not staying there, the lodge’s lobby, with its big, stone fireplace and antique furniture, is an inviting place to stop for a drink or snack before or after a hike to nearby Marymere Falls. The lodge is only open May through Jan, but some of the historic Roosevelt Cabins are available for lodging on select weekends over the winter. (888) 896-3818; www.olympicnationalparks.com/accommodations/lake-crescent-resort.aspx. GPS: N48 03.438' / W123 48.002'



Sol Duc Hot Springs Resort, Olympic National Park: With three soaking pools fed by natural hot springs with water ranging in temperature from 99 to 104°F, the Sol Duc Hot Springs Resort is a great place to soak your weary bones after the loop hike to Sol Duc Falls and Lover’s Lane Falls. You can stay overnight in one of the resort’s 33 cabins or just use the soaking pools (and adjacent locker room and showers). The attached restaurant serves up hearty fare at reasonable prices. Open March through Oct only. 12076 Sol Duc Hot Springs Rd., Port Angeles 98363; (888) 896-3818; www.olympicnationalparks.com/accommodations/sol-duc-hot-springs-resort.aspx. GPS: N47 58.176' / W123 51.812'



Sol Duc Campground, Olympic National Park: Eighty-one tent/RV sites. Car campers at this bare-bones national park campground can hike right to Sol Duc Falls and Lover’s Lane Falls from their campsite. Open year-round (flush toilets and potable water May–Sept only). From Port Angeles, take US 101 west for 27.5 miles and turn left (south) onto Sol Duc Hot Springs Road; follow it for 12.5 miles to the campground entrance on the right (west) side of the road just beyond Sol Duc Hot Springs Resort. (360) 565-3130; www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/camping.htm. GPS: N47 58.007' / W123 51.480'











1Sol Duc Falls/Lover’s Lane Falls



Sol Duc Falls may be one of the most famous waterfalls in the state of Washington, and for good reason. The Sol Duc River puts on quite a show when it separates into four channels that then plunge side by side over a sharp ledge and fall 37 feet straight down into a deep, dark chasm below. Then the accumulated river falls another 11 feet into another larger gorge before shuttling on downstream. Hikers willing to make the 0.8-mile trek through otherworldly old-growth forest can view the spectacle from a high wooden footbridge, under which the freshly fallen river quickly passes. Turning around and heading back to the parking lot is one option, but even better is turning the excursion into a 5.5-mile loop hike past some of the largest Sitka spruce and western red cedar trees on the planet on the way past lovely Lover’s Lane Falls upriver from Sol Duc Falls.


Start: Trailhead kiosk at dead end of Sol Duc Hot Springs Road


Height: Sol Duc Falls: 48 feet over 2 sections; Lover’s Lane Falls: 53 feet


Difficulty: Easy/moderate


Hiking time: 1–3 hours


Distance: 1.6 miles out and back; 5.5 miles via the loop on the Lover’s Lane Trail


Trail surface: Well-maintained dirt hiking trail with occasional rocks and roots


County: Clallam


Land status: National park


Trail contact: Olympic National Park, Port Angeles; www.nps.gov/olym; (360) 565-3130


Maps: DeLorme: Washington Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 43 A6


Finding the trailhead: Follow Sol Duc Hot Springs Road 13.5 miles from its junction with US 101 to its terminus at the Sol Duc Falls trailhead. (In winter, the road is closed at the Sol Duc Hot Springs Resort, adding 1.5 miles to the hike.) GPS: N47 57.296’ / W123 50.084’





The Hike


Drive to the end of Sol Duc Hot Springs Road and park. The trailhead is well marked with kiosks bearing information on backcountry travel in general and maps outlining the trails fanning out from the Sol Duc drainage. Within 150 feet of the trailhead, a series of twenty-eight stair steps heading downhill makes things easy. The surrounding landscape is a classic example of a temperate old-growth forest: Age-old nurse logs give birth to lines of smaller trees; fungus, moss, and lichens inhabit every possible niche; epiphytes (hanging “air” plants that get their nutrients from the sun and wind) hang oﬀ the boughs of small Sitka spruce trees and larger bigleaf maples; bunchberry, sword fern, salmonberry, and devil’s club crowd the edges of the trail.


At about 0.5 mile into the hike, after crossing the third of many small wooden footbridges, you can start to hear the sounds of the rushing river—the waterfall isn’t in sight yet but can’t be far oﬀ. Cross another wooden footbridge and go right at the trail sign toward Sol Duc Falls and Lover’s Lane. The Sol Duc River finally comes into view downhill and to the right, with a rough-hewn timber fence protecting hikers from falling into the river gorge.
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Sol Duc Falls, accessible via a short hike through quintessential old-growth temperate rainforest, is one of the most scenic cascades in the Pacific Northwest.


Making your way downhill, stop to marvel at the Canyon Creek Shelter, a 25 × 12-foot log cabin with a dirt floor and an open front wall with a covered firepit. The shelter was built by FDR’s Civilian Conservation Corps in 1939 to “enhance the safety of visitors” to the newly created national park. An information sheet posted inside sheds light on the building’s original purpose: “As an early Olympic National Park hiker, imagine how happy you would have been to find this shelter after walking in the heavy rain wearing heavy cotton and wool clothing and perhaps carrying a cumbersome wood, leather, and canvas backpack!”


Past the shelter, the trail winds down some more wooden stair steps and eventually bottoms out at a magnificent 25-foot-long wooden footbridge high over the gorge at the bottom of Sol Duc Falls. Walk halfway across the bridge and look left to see Sol Duc Falls in all of its four-tailed glory. To the right look down and see the river rushing downstream through a tight canyon. Cross the bridge and take in Sol Duc Falls from some additional vantage points. After exploring the vicinity of Sol Duc Falls some more, it’s decision time: Go back the way you came (making for a 1.6-mile out-and-back hike), or see some new terrain and another jaw-dropper of a waterfall by looping around on the Lover’s Lane Trail (for a 5.5-mile hike).


To get to the Lover’s Lane Trail, hikers crossing the bridge at Sol Duc Falls should turn right (west) and look for the trail sign marking the way to Lover’s Lane/Sol Duc Hot Springs Resort. The narrow and gnarled Lover’s Lane Trail makes the Sol Duc Falls Trail look downright civilized, as hikers must watch their steps carefully. Massive uplifted root structures of fallen old-growth trees stand as testament to the power of nature—and a reminder to stay away from the forest during stormy weather.


After another 0.2 mile of slogging through the rough trail and drinking in the splendor of forest primeval, the sound of rushing water fills the ears again. Soon enough the trail funnels itself onto another large, rough-hewn wooden footbridge that utilizes one big log with its top shaved flat to facilitate walking to cover the 50-foot span across Canyon Creek. To the left slightly upstream is a smaller waterfall, and to the right downstream is Lover’s Lane Falls.


What makes Lover’s Lane Falls unique is the fact that two huge boulders, each the size of a small cabin, at the top of a cliﬀ break the path of the Sol Duc River into two rushing channels. A huge, fallen, old-growth tree is broken in two like a matchstick and stuck against one of the boulders thanks to years of water pressure bearing down on it. One lane of the river goes oﬀ to the right and falls into a relatively calm, swirling pool about 20 feet below on top of a smaller cliﬀ before dropping oﬀ again into oblivion below. The other lane shifts oﬀ to the left and takes a 53-foot plunge into the unseen gorge below. After exploring Lover’s Lane Falls fully, hikers should cross the footbridge and take the side trail to the left to check out the Upper Falls, which veil out across a wide rock wall and fall 13 feet.
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Look upstream at Sol Duc Falls from an outcropping oﬀ the trail.


Continue westward on the Lover’s Lane Trail and loop back around on another section of the Sol Duc Falls trail, making for a 5.5-mile hike all told. (Option: Hikers looking to save energy can turn around and return the way they came for a 2.2-mile out-and-back hike.) Either way, abundant groves of iconic, Pacific Northwest old-growth trees throughout the area make traveling through on foot a feast for the eyes.


Miles and Directions


0.0Trailhead kiosk at dead end of Sol Duc Hot Springs Road.


0.1Cross a small stream on a rough-hewn wooden footbridge, one of many along the trail.


0.5After crossing the third wooden footbridge of the hike, the roar of rushing water comes into the soundscape; the waterfall can’t be far!


0.7After crossing a fourth wooden footbridge, look for the Canyon Creek Shelter straight ahead and then go right at the trail junction toward Sol Duc Falls (trail sign marks the way).


0.8Arrive at Sol Duc Falls (GPS: N47 57.113' / W123 49.184'), viewable from large wooden footbridge over gorge and viewing areas on other side of the bridge. (Option: If you’re not continuing on to make a 5.5-mile loop via the Lover’s Lane Trail, return the way you came for a 1.6-mile hike.)
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0.9Cross the Sol Duc Falls Bridge to the south side of the river and take the trail to the right, keeping an eye out for the trail sign (GPS: N47 57.068' / W123 49.258') marking the junction of the Deer Lake and Lover’s Lane Trails. Go right toward Lover’s Lane and Sol Duc Hot Springs Resort.


1.1Footbridge over Lover’s Lane Falls (GPS: N47 57.054' / W123 49.596').


2.1Groves of old-growth forest, including huge spruce burl trees (GPS: N47 57.198' / W123 50.582') with a single burl around 20 feet in diameter.


2.9Cross ~300-foot-long wooden footbridge (GPS: N47 57.622' / W123 51.284') that curves around to the right over a marshy section of the trail.


3.8At a signed junction with the Mink Lake Trail, stay right on the Lover’s Lane Trail, and follow down for another 200 feet to the back of Sol Duc Hot Springs Resort. Locate and cross the automobile bridge over the Sol Duc River and then turn right onto the marked Sol Duc Falls Trail (GPS: N47 58.196' / W123 51.765'), keeping the river to your right. The trail then winds in and out of Sol Duc Campground for 0.5 mile (and is partially paved). Keep heading east and look for sporadic signs pointing the way to the Sol Duc Falls Trail.
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