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Hey, Reader!

Thanks for checking out my story. Though I gotta warn you, I can’t ever let you know my real name or what I look like. This may seem weird, but trust me, it’s very important that I stay a secret.

Why? To protect myself! Seriously, these stories are super embarrassing!

Plus, you might even know me already! I could be in your class, on your baseball team, in your ballet class, or playing the tuba in your school band… anywhere!

For all you know I could be sitting next to you right now!

So I went ahead and scratched out my name and put a sticker on my face, so you don’t have to. You’re welcome.

Now, we can both enjoy reading all about my awkward life… if you’re into that kind of thing.

Peace out!

[Redacted]
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1 HIDE-AND-SCOOT


I want you to imagine the scariest place ever.

Is it a vampire’s castle? Or maybe a shark-infested volcano? Or worse yet… a vampire’s castle inside a shark-infested volcano?!

Pffft!

I was in an even worse place.

Here, it smelled like moldy sneakers. Kids charged at you from all corners. Books fell from shelves and tripped you.

I’m talking about… the Library-Gym.

(Yeah, you read that right. It’s the library and the gym.)
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My class was in the last round of scooter soccer practice. It’s as wacky as it sounds. You hop on a scooter, wheel around, and kick the ball into the right net.

And me? I wasn’t playing, I was hiding. But I wasn’t alone. I’d met two new friends—Shiny Coin and Dust Bunny.
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Don’t judge me for not playing. It’s much safer for everyone this way.

Remember when I tried boomerang tag? The whole school lost working lights for weeks.

FWEEET! went Coach Olympia’s whistle, and I flinched at the sound.

Peeking from my hiding spot, I saw her standing on one of the library tables. She might look sweet, but Coach Olympia didn’t mess around.

“You call that scootin’?” she shouted at the players. “That won’t win the after-school scooter soccer tournament! Look at Jake Gold—he’s got what it takes.”
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Jake swooshed past me, did a cool backflip on his scooter, and kicked the ball into the net. He was one of my best friends and one of the best kids in gym. His parents were athletes, after all.

“SCORE!” his team cheered.

“Go, Jake!” I whisper-cheered.

They were doing just fine without me. But then something terrible happened.

Jake looked my way.

“What are you doing back there?” he asked. “The game is over here, silly!”
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Now everyone looked my way.

And Coach did not look happy.

“[Redacted]!” she shouted. “Get back in the game and stop cheating!”

“I’m not cheating at scooter soccer,” I squealed. “I’m hiding from it.”

“No excuses!” she shouted. “You just cost your team two points.”
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