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Dedicated to the memory of my beloved wife 

FRIEDA RINA SITCHIN



INTRODUCTION

Wisdom hath built her house; 

She hath hewn out her seven pillars.

PROVERBS 9:1

The seven books that comprise The Earth Chronicles began neither as a preconceived series nor even as a book. As an oak tree with seven branches, its acorn seed was a schoolboy’s query why a word in the Hebrew Bible—Nefilim—that derives from the verb meaning To Fall, To Come Down, was translated ‘Giants’. The schoolboy was I; the word is in Genesis chapter 6; the search for an explanation lasted a lifetime; the answer required—as the Bible itself does—going back to the Beginning.

The quest for the biblical Beginning opened a Pandora’s Box filled with countless more questions. Why does the Bible describe the Nefilim as “sons of the gods” who chose wives from among the “daughters of the Adam”? Who were the Elohim who had fashioned The Adam in their image? Was there a Garden of Eden, and if yes, where and what was it? Was there a Deluge, was there a Noah, and if yes, who was he? How did Mankind learn how the Heavens, the Earth, and Man himself had been created? What scientific knowledge had existed in antiquity—indeed, how did Civilization itself begin? Was there a kingdom in a land called (in the Bible) Shine’ar that preceded ancient Babylon, Assyria, Egypt? And how did other civilizations arise around the world with uncanny similarities to the olden ones?

Unavoidably, the quest spread from Bible to archaeology. There was indeed a Cradle of Civilization in the ancient Near East; its monuments, artifacts, and written records unfolded a vivid history of lands and peoples whose tales of gods of heaven and Earth led through mythology to religion, from astronomy to genetics. Before long, what began as a simple question mushroomed to embrace virtually every scholarly discipline, ranging from the depths of Earth to the Solar System and Outer Space, from the Past to the Future, from the Beginning to the End of Days.

As one book followed another, spanning the continents, diverse cultures and even different religions, it became evident that these were all branches of the same one tree. A Global Theory emerged, and the tales of gods and men were rendered in my books as a unified history of Earth and Mankind. The pantheons of Greece and Rome, of Aztecs and Hindus are identified as those of Sumer and Babylon; the Mayan and Olmec calendars are compared to those of Assyria and Egypt; Inca tales of creation or a day the sun stood still echo the Hebrew Bible; pyramids and massive stone circles in varied lands reveal a basic kinship. It all makes sense because it explains the otherwise inexplicable, by my unique assertion that there is one more planet in our solar system which periodically nears our vicinity, whose astronauts had come to Earth, fashioned Mankind, were its gods, and when they left promised to return.

The result of decades of research, study, and writing is thus daunting in its scope. The seven books of The Earth Chronicles total more than 2,300 pages; and I have often been asked by readers: How does one ‘keep a handle’ on all that mass of information? Guided by readers’ queries, this Handbook is the answer; alphabetically arranged, its hundreds of entries provide the relevant data about gods and demigods, kings and kingdoms, patriarchs and priests, archaeological sites and mythical places. Entries indicate links to related entries, and—when appropriate—add the particular or innovative ‘take’ of “ZS” on the subject. By applying a Uniform Answer to the diverse civilizations and periods, this Handbook serves as the first attempt ever to globalize ancient knowledge.

This Uniform Answer has stood the test of time: Every discovery, every technological advance, that have taken place in the past decades have invariably corroborated, without fail, the ancient evidence that others ignore or dismiss as Myth but that I consider Truth. In a way—in a significant way—the seven volumes of The Earth Chronicles have emerged as a depository of global Ancient Knowledge, the precious treasure that the Bible calls Wisdom.

They are, in a way, the Seven Pillars of Ancient Wisdom.

ZECHARIA SITCHIN
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HANDBOOK KEY

The following key has been employed for the handbook entries:


	
Bold = Sumerian

	
Italics = Akkadian, Canaanite or (H) Biblical Hebrew

	CAPITAL letters = Egyptian

	The letter or sign for heth, pronounced as ‘ch’ in German/Scottish loch, is transcribed as an underlined h.

	Words in double quotation marks are direct quotes from Sumerian and Akkadian clay-tablet texts, the Bible, or other ancient texts and inscriptions.

	ZS = Zecharia Sitchin
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A

[image: image] Aaron: The brother of Moses who started the Jewish priestly line at the time of the Exodus.

[image: image] Abel (H Hevel): The second son of Adam and Eve, “a keeper of herds,” who was killed by his brother Cain. For a Sumerian take on the subject, see Agriculture, Cain, Domestication.

[image: image] Abraham (According to the Bible, changed from his original name Abram = ‘Beloved Father’ or ‘Father’s Beloved’): The first Hebrew Patriarch, credited with the start of Monotheism, the belief in a sole God—identified in the Bible as ‘Yahweh’. According to Genesis, God made a covenant with Abram to grant to his descendants the lands between the Brook of Egypt (a winter stream in the Sinai peninsula) and the Euphrates river in northern Mesopotamia, rewarding him for his unwavering fealty to the sole God, and for carrying out an assignment known from Genesis chapter 14 as The War of the Kings. In The Wars of Gods and Men ZS linked those events to ones described in tablets known as the Khedorlamoer Texts, and synchronized the timing and movements of Abram with the chronologies of Mesopotamia and Egypt, leading to the conclusions that Abram was born in 2123 B.C. in Sumer’s religious center Nippur (Ne.Ibru), from which came his identification as Ibri—“A Nippurian”—in the Hebrew Bible, and per ZS, his name Ib.ru.um in Sumerian. He moved with his father Terah, a priest, to Ur, Sumer’s capital, then to Harran (a site now in Turkey), and finally to Canaan (now Israel) on divine orders. ZS has shown that those migrations coincided with events recorded in Sumerian and later Babylonian texts, including the War of the Kings when he defended the Spaceport in the Sinai peninsula. After the destruction of that spaceport with nuclear weapons (recorded in the Bible as the upheavaling of Sodom and Gomorrah) and the resulting demise of Sumer, Abram’s name was changed to the Semitic Abraham; his spouse’s was changed from Sarai to Sarah, and they had a son, Isaac. They were both buried in Hebron. See Harran, Khedorla’omer Texts, Nippur, Patriarchs, Spaceport, Ur, War of the Kings.

[image: image] Ab.Sin (“Her father is Sin”): The Sumerian name for the zodiacal constellation honoring Inanna/Ishtar, the daughter of the god Sin. Our name for it, Virgo (= ‘The Maiden’) goes back to the beginning of the zodiacal system, when the constellation honored the goddess Ninharsag who never married. The pictorial depiction of the constellation remained unchanged, to this day—that of a beautiful woman. See Inanna.

[image: image] Abydos: An ancient Egyptian site where a tablet ascribed to the Pharaoh Seti I (and depicting him and his son Ramses II) was discovered. Inscribed in hieroglyphics, it listed the ancient Egyptian royal dynasties, starting with the Pharaoh MEN (Menes in Greek).

[image: image] Ab.zu, Absu (“The Primeval Source/Depth,” from which ‘Abyss’). The gold mining land of the Anunnaki in Southeast Africa, “where great waters rapidly flow.” Ea/Enki’s domain. According to Sumerian Creation texts, it was at Enki’s abode there that he fashioned, together with Ninharsag, a ‘Primitive Worker’—Man—mixing the “essence” of a young Anunnaki with “clay of the Abzu.” See Anunnaki, DNA, Gold.

[image: image] Achaemenids: A tribal dynasty in Anshan, a province in Elam east of Sumer, whose kings laid the foundations of the Persian empire. They included Cyrus, who captured Babylon in 539 B.C. and decreed the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem, Darius I and Xerxes I who invaded Greece in the 5th century B.C., and Darius III who fought the invading Greek army of Alexander the Great in the 4th century B.C. See Alexander the Great, Elam, Persia/Persians, Susa, Xerxes.

[image: image] Acropolis: The hilltop complex of ancient temples in the Greek capital, Athens.

[image: image] Adab: An early Sumerian city.

[image: image] Adad (also Hadad): Enlil’s youngest son (the Sumerian Ishkur) whose main domain was mountainous Anatolia (today’s Turkey)—the land of the Hittites, who called him ‘Teshub’ (= ‘Wind Stormer’) and depicted him with his weapon, a lightning bolt, standing upon a bull (his ‘cult animal’). After the Deluge he was sent to supervise the mining of gold and tin in South America, where his presence was recorded by his carved image on the ‘Gate of the Sun’ in Tiahuanacu (now in Bolivia) and of his emblem on a mountainside in the Bay of Paracas (now in Peru). Canaanite texts called him simply Ba’al (= Lord), master of the ‘Landing Place’ in the Lebanon mountains. See Ba’albek, Hittites, Storm God.

[image: image]  Adam: (From H Adamah = Earth), so literally (H) ‘He of the Earth’—Earthling. The creation tale in Genesis refers to him as The Adam, a new species of intelligent being fashioned by the Elohim (a plural term) who said “let us fashion the Adam in our image and after our likeness” (Genesis 1:26). Sumerian creation tales attributed the feat to the god Enki and the birth-goddess Ninharsag following a decision of the Anunnaki to create a ‘Primitive Worker’ (Lulu amelu) by genetic engineering—combining their genes with those of a hominid that had already existed on Earth. The Bible then uses ‘Adam’ as the personal name of the progenitor, with his wife Eve, of the line of Mankind’s antediluvial patriarchs. ZS has suggested that the biblical tale, and more so its Sumerian antecedents, provide the ‘Missing Link’ in human evolution.

[image: image]  Adapa: “The wisest of men,” a son of Enki by an Earthling woman who was the first human to be given knowledge—writing, mathematics and astronomy. According to a text known as ‘The Epic of Adapa’, he was the first Earthling to journey to Nibiru, to be presented to Anu. Enki made sure Adapa would return to Earth without the longevity of the Anunnaki.

[image: image]  Adda-Guppi: The High Priestess in the temple of the god Sin in Harran (now in southeastern Turkey) who (in 555 B.C.) persuaded the god to make her son Nabuna’id king of Babylon. She witnessed the departure of Sin from Earth and his eventual return—miraculous events that were recorded by Adda-Guppi and Nabuna’id on four stone columns erected in the god’s temple. (Nabuna’id turned out to be the last king of Babylon). See Ehulhul, Harran, Nabunaid, Sin.

[image: image]  Aditi, Adityas: In the Hindu tales of the gods, the initial seven great gods of the Hindu pantheon, sons of the god Kasyapa and the goddess Aditi—among them Vishnu, Varuna, Rudra and Indra. In time, as in the Greek tales of the gods, they were joined by five more to form the twelve members of the divine clan that became dominant after several generations of competing and warring gods. In those wars, magical weapons were used in aerial battles. See Aerial Battles, God/gods.

[image: image]  Admonitions of IPU-WER: The name given to an ancient Egyptian papyrus whose long hieroglyphic text contains prophetic sections about a coming time of troubles and tribulations, a kind of messianic birth pangs leading to the appearance of a Redeemer who will usher an idyllic era. The title given to this text comes from the fact that it includes a series of admonitions to those who have abandoned religious practices, including a call for them to repent and be baptized. The papyrus purports to prophecy in the 26th century B.C. about events in the 22nd century B.C.; some scholars believe that it was in fact written after the described events.

[image: image]  Aerial Battles: Various ancient texts describe aerial battles of the gods, the oldest of them being the Sumerian ‘Tale of Zu’ in which a god called Zu (or An.Zu according to recently discovered text fragments) betrayed the trust of Enlil and stole the ‘Tablets of Destinies’ that were essential to the operation of Mission Control Center in Nippur. The tablets were eventually retrieved after Zu was defeated in an aerial battle with the god Ninurta. An Egyptian text known as ‘The Contending of Horus and Seth’ asserts that the prolonged conflict between these two gods ended only after Horus defeated Seth in an aerial battle over the Sinai peninsula. In Greek tales of the gods, the fierce battles between Zeus and the monstrous giant Thyphoeus (Typhon) culminated when Zeus, in his Winged Chariot, shot a thunderbolt at the magical aerial contraption of his adversary. Detailed descriptions of aerial battles between the gods—flying in “cloud-borne chariots”—are found in the Hindu Sanskrit texts, such as the Vedas, the Puranas and the Mahabharata.

[image: image]  Aerial Chariots: Besides references to and descriptions of aerial chariots in texts dealing with aerial battles (see previous entry), ‘Aerial Chariot’ (Sumerian Mar.gid.da, Akkadian Tiyaritu), ‘Sky Chamber’ (Sumerian Mu), ‘Boat of Heaven’, ‘Divine Black Bird’ (Im.du.gud) and similar terms are used in ancient Near Eastern texts to describe the personal aircraft—as distinct from spacecraft or rocketships (Gir)—of various gods, among them the Mesopotamian Ninurta, Marduk, and Inanna/Ishtar, the Egyptian gods Ra and Thoth, the Canaanite Ba’al and Anat, the Hindu god Indra and his ‘Vimana’. The Assyrian version of the Atra-Hasis tale of the Deluge uses the term rukub ilani (= ‘Divine Chariots’) for the aerial vehicles in which the gods took off to escape the avalanche of water. The Bible, in the tale of the Prophet Elijah’s ascent to heaven uses a term commonly translated ‘Whirlwind’, and in the vision of the Prophet Ezekiel a Merkava = literally ‘chariot’. See also Rocketships, Shem.

[image: image]  Africa: The continent that was, “after the Earth was divided,” the domain of Enki and his six sons. See also Lower World.

[image: image]  Afterlife: The ancient Egyptian Pharaohs believed that they would attain immortality in an Afterlife—that they would journey, after dying and found worthy when their hearts would be weighed, to the ‘Planet of Millions of Years’ to live happily ever after among the gods. The Journey To The Afterlife was described and illustrated in texts such as the Book Of The Dead and Pyramid Texts. See Journey to the Afterlife.

[image: image]  Agade: See Akkad.

[image: image]  Ages: The divisions of the past and its events into defined periods, whether of uniform duration or not. While modern scholars speak of an Ice Age (defined by climate) or the Stone, Copper, Bronze and Iron Ages (defined by the predominant tools’ materials), ancient peoples had already divided their historic and legendary past into Ages. The Sumerians, followed by the Babylonians and Assyrians, attached particular significance to Zodiacal Ages (that mathematically lasted 2,160 years each, or 25,960 years in a complete cycle); these numbers co-related with the 432,000 years (120 Sars of 3,600 years each) that—according to the Sumerian King Lists and Berossus—passed from the arrival of the Anunnaki to the Deluge (per ZS, 3,600 years was the mathematical orbital period of Nibiru). The Egyptians divided prehistory and history by dynastic rulers—first divine, then semi-divine, and finally Pharaonic; the priest Manetho stated that the “duration of the world” was 2,160,000 years—exactly (per ZS) 1,000 times the 2,160 years of a zodiacal age. The Mesoamerican Ages consisted of ‘Suns’ of varying lengths, four past and a fifth ‘Sun’ of the Present. Hindu traditions defined the Ages experienced by Earth and Mankind as ‘Yugas’ that were precise multiples of the number 432,000 (thus linked to the Sumerian Ages). See Apocalypse, Berossus, History/Cyclical, Manetho, Yugas, Zodiacal Ages.

[image: image]  Agga: A king of Kish, a city in Sumer, who was a rival of the famed Gilgamesh, king of Uruk.

[image: image]  Agni: A Hindu god, brother of Indra, whose weapon was fiery thunderbolts.

[image: image]  Agriculture: Scientific data determined that the cultivation of cereals and then other food crops began circa 10500 B.C. in the ancient Near East, in an area embracing today’s western Syria, eastern Lebanon and northern Israel. ZS has pointed out that the modern scientific findings corroborate the Sumerian tales of how the gods Enlil and Enki, needing to feed the gods and the remnants of Mankind after the Deluge, used a mountain base as a seed laboratory for the cultivation of crops and animal husbandry; he identified the place as the Baalbek platform in Lebanon. In the Americas, legends also attributed to the gods the introduction of maize (corn). See Domestication.

[image: image]  Ahaz: An 8th century B.C. Judean king whose sun clock in Jerusalem, known as (H) Ma’alot Ahaz (= ‘stairs/degrees of Ahaz’) provided a prophetic miracle described by the Bible in II Kings 20 and Isaiah 38.

[image: image]  Ahiram (English: Hiram): King of the Phoenician city Tyre who assisted his ally King Solomon in building the Temple in Jerusalem (10th century B.C.).

[image: image]  AH-MOSE (Ahmosis, Amosis in Greek): The founder of ancient Egypt’s 18th dynasty (1570–1352 B.C.) that included the famed Pharaohs Thothmose (THOTH-MES, also written Thothmosis, Tutmosis) I, II, III and IV, the female Pharaoh Hatshepsut, as well as Akhen-Aten and Tut-Ankh-Amen. The royal names were theophoric, the first part being the name of a god (AH, THOTH, etc.) and the second part, MSS (read Mes/Mose/Mosis) meaning ‘issue of, born of ’ that god. ZS has suggested that Hatshepsut was the “Pharaoh’s daughter” who raised the biblical Moses, giving him a name ending with MSS (= Mose, Moshe) as was typical of her dynasty. See Hatshepsut, Moses, Sphinx, Thothmes.

[image: image]  Akapana: One of the main archaeological features of the ancient site of Tiahuanacu (also spelled Tiwanaku) near the shores of Lake Titicaca in Bolivia. A hill-like structure that some suggest is the remains of a pyramid. Excavations revealed in its interior a series of channels and chambers connected by conduits that suggested to ZS it was a facility for metallurgical processing. See Tiahuanacu.

[image: image]  AKHEN-ATEN: The Pharaoh Amenhotep/Amenophus IV who, circa 1379 B.C., introduced in Egypt the worship of the celestial disc called ‘Aten’—a form of monotheism according to some scholars; per ZS, it was a new name, denoting a Cross, for Nibiru, in line with expectations of its Return into view. In his inscriptions the Pharaoh claimed that he was a god-son, heralding a messianic time. See Aten, Winged Disc.

[image: image]  A.ki.ti (= ‘Build [on] Earth Life’): The Sumerian New Year festival whose ceremonies required the reigning city god to leave, disappear, and return in a procession whose seven stations emulated the original space journey from Nibiru to the Seventh Planet (Earth). Celebrated as the Akitu festival in Babylon, it assumed a central role in the elevation of its god Marduk to supremacy; there, the New Year ceremonies included ‘Passion Plays’ that re-enacted Marduk’s Resurrection, having been buried alive to die inside the Great Pyramid, then emerging alive and triumphant. See Nabu, Pyramid Wars.

[image: image]  Akkad, Akkadian: The Mesopotamian land adjoining Sumer on the northwest, settled by people whose language—“Akkadian”—is considered the Mother Tongue of all Semitic languages (including Hebrew, Canaanite, Phoenician, Aramaic, Arabic, etc.). A text known as ‘The Legend of Sargon’ relates that, at a time of turmoil in Sumer, the airborne goddess Inanna/Ishtar, landing in a field, had sex with its gardener, and recommended him to the Anunnaki leadership to be the next king. Titled Sharru-kin (= ‘Trustworthy King’—from which ‘Sargon’)—he established circa 2370 B.C. a new capital, Agade (‘Union, United’—from which Akkad), and the united realm was henceforth known as Sumer & Akkad. The Akkadian dynasty, especially during the reign of Sargon’s grandson Naram-Sin, engaged in conquest and warfare at the behest of Inanna/Ishtar, angering the other gods; in 2230 B.C. they terminated the dynasty and obliterated Agade. See Naram-Sin, Sargon of Akkad.

[image: image]  Akkadian Prophecies: A group of pro-Marduk cuneiform texts written in Old Babylonian and thus dated to the 22nd century B.C. that describe in apocalyptic terms what is to befall Mankind and even its gods. Listing a variety of wrongs, they predict a time of troubles and tribulations of unheard-of magnitude—divine judgments and punishments coming as natural calamities, overwhelming devastations, wars, toppling of kings and kingdoms, killing of officials and priests, desecration of temples, hunger and mass suffering—leading to the appearance of a Redeemer who will right the wrongs, comfort the people, and bring salvation to all. Underlying this sequence was the view that Past, Present and Future are part of a continuous flow of events manifesting a pre-ordained Destiny; in this particular case, the inevitability of Marduk’s triumph over less worthy gods. See Admonitions of Ipu-Wer, Marduk, Nabu.

[image: image]  Alalu: A ruler of the planet Nibiru who was deposed by Anu and escaped to Earth. Per ZS, it was he who discovered the availability of gold on Earth, leading to the coming of the Anunnaki to Earth to obtain the metal. During one of Anu’s visits to Earth, the two wrestled and Alalu bit off Anu’s ‘manhood’.

[image: image]  Ale-woman: Called Siduri in the Epic of Gilgamesh, she was the innkeeper who gave succor and advice to Gilgamesh when he reached the “Sea of the waters of death” on his way to Tilmun (= ‘Land of the Missiles’). ZS has identified the place as the outskirts of Jericho, near the shores of the Dead Sea, and pointed out the parallels to the later biblical tale of the safe haven given the Israelite spies by the ‘Innkeeper-woman’ Rahab in Jericho.

[image: image]  Alexander (the Great): The son of the Macedonian king Philip II and queen Olympias who (in 334 B.C) led an army across the Hellespont (now called the Dardanelles) strait separating Europe and Asia Minor, and in a series of battles defeated the army of the Persian king Darius. He conquered Asia from the Mediterranean Sea all the way to India, and Egypt in Africa. Historians consider Alexander’s invasion of Asia a response to previous Persian attacks on Greece; ZS has additionally highlighted the personal motivations of Alexander, stemming from court rumors that his real father was the Egyptian god Amon—making him a demigod and worthy of immortality. This explains why Alexander, after the first inconclusive battle with the Persians, set his course to the oasis of Siwa in Egypt, the site of a famed oracle, seeking confirmation of his divinity. He then proceeded to Babylon, where he paid homage to Amon/Ra/Marduk by entering the great god’s tomb within the Esagil ziggurat. Alexander himself died in Babylon, at age 32, in 323 B.C.

[image: image]  Alexandria: A city in Egypt on the Mediterranean coast, built for burying Alexander the Great after his death. It was famed in antiquity as a center of learning, linked to its great library (which was destroyed, together with its invaluable manuscripts, when it was set on fire by Moslem conquerors in A.D. 642). The city was famous in antiquity for its harbor.

[image: image]  Allah: The sole Great God worshipped by Moslems, symbolically represented by the sign of the Crescent.

[image: image]  Allat: The later name of the goddess Elat, a consort of the Canaanite god El, who was worshipped in the Near East, especially in the Sinai peninsula and northern Arabia.

[image: image]  Al Mamoon: The Moslem ruler (‘Caliph’) of Egypt who, in A.D. 830 employed masons, blacksmiths and engineers to tunnel his way into the Great Pyramid in Giza in search of hidden treasure. Slightly missing the original entranceway in the pyramid’s north face, he reached the descending corridor that had been a familiar feature of other pyramids. Then, due to a chance drop of a stone block, his men discovered the unique features in this pyramid’s upper parts—the ‘King’s’ and ‘Queen’s’ chambers and the horizontal and ascending passages leading to them, including the magnificent Grand Gallery.

[image: image]  Alphabet, Alphabetic Writing: The first writing system, in Sumer, advanced from pictographs denoting objects or actions to the use of wedgelike (‘cuneiform’) signs to denote syllabic pronunciation. Egyptian writing progressed similarly, but continued to use pictographs (‘hieroglyphs’) throughout. As a result, both systems required the use by scribes of hundreds of signs. Alphabetic writing, that appeared for the first time in the Sinai peninsula in the mid–second millennium B.C., was the achievement of a genius who switched to a vocal system, choosing the simplified pictograph of an object, such as an oxhead (Aluf in Semitic Hebrew) to denote the sound “A,” of a house (Bayit) to denote the sound “B,” and so on. The result was the reduction of the script to an ‘alpha-bet’ of just twenty-two signs. ZS has seen in the timing and location of the alphabet’s invention possible answers to the question: In what language and script did Moses, on Mount Sinai at the time of the Exodus, write down the divine dictation (on just two stone tablets)? (Re the Hebrew Alphabet, see also DNA.)

[image: image]  Amalekites: A tribe that blocked the Israelite entry into the Sinai during the Exodus, leading to a fierce battle.

[image: image]  Amar.Pal: Another possible reading of the name Amar.Sin. ZS has suggested that Amar.Sin/Amar.Pal was the “Amraphel, king of Shine’ar” (i.e., of Sumer) who, according to Genesis 14, led an alliance of “kings of the East” against an alliance of “kings of the West”—a war in which Abraham played an important role. ZS pinpointed the date of that attack as 2041 B.C., equating it with Ur III royal annals (‘Date Formulas’) about Amar-Sin’s military expedition against “rebel lands” in the west. The real target, according to ZS, was the Spaceport in the Sinai, and the principal mission of Abraham was to defend the Spaceport. See Amar.Sin, Spaceport, Tilmun.

[image: image]  Amar.Sin (= ‘Seen by Sin’): The third ruler (2047–2039 B.C.) of Sumer’s Third Dynasty of Ur, son of Shulgi, who tried to defend Sumer by military offensives in the north and the west. He led a punitive military expedition against an alliance of pro-Marduk Canaanite kings, possibly attempting to seize control of the Spaceport in the Sinai. See Amar.Pal, En.shag, Tilmun.

[image: image]  Amazon: South America’s immense river, running with its numerous tributaries from the Andes mountains in the west to the Atlantic Ocean in the east, mostly through a great rain forest—a distance of more than 2,000 miles. Unnavigable in its deeper jungle parts, the River became a source of reports of lost cities, such as a legendary ‘Akakor’.

[image: image]  AMON (Ammon, Amen): An epithet-name, meaning ‘The Unseen’, for the Egyptian god RA. Per ZS, Ra was the Egyptian name of the god whom the Babylonians called Marduk, and the epithet (often in the combined form Ra-Amon), came into usage when Ra/Marduk was exiled from Egypt. ZS has linked the events to the chaotic period in Egypt known as the First Intermediate Period that began circa 2160 B.C. and separated the Old Kingdom from the Middle Kingdom in Egyptian history.

[image: image]  Amorites (Amurru, Martu): A Semitic people inhabiting the lands west of the Euphrates River, now mostly Syria. Culturally and religiously part of Sumer & Akkad, in time their chieftains qualified to reign in Sumer and in Babylon. Their best known center, Mari, was extensively excavated.

[image: image]  Amos: One of the Prophets of the Hebrew Bible who conveyed to the people of Israel and other nations the Word of God. Chronologically, he was the first of them, having begun to prophesy circa 760 B.C. He correctly predicted the future assaults by Assyria, and dwelt on the coming ‘Day of the Lord’, a “day when the Earth shall darken in the midst of daytime”—per ZS, the return of Nibiru to Earth’s vicinity. See Day of the Lord.

[image: image]  An (= ‘Heaven’); An. Anu (= ‘The Heavenly One’): The ruler on the planet Nibiru when its astronauts came to Earth. Father by his official spouse Antu of Enlil, and by other wives of Ea/Enki and Ninharsag. Though scion of a long line of Nibiruan royalty, he seized the throne by deposing the reigning king Alalu; their enmity reverberated through the ensuing generations. As head of the pantheon, his numerical rank was 60. Per ZS, Anu made at least three recorded visits to Earth—one when it became necessary to launch a full fledged Earth Mission; another after a mutiny of the Anunnaki, when it was decided to create a “Primitive Worker;” and a state visit with Antu circa 4000 B.C. when civilization was granted to Mankind.

[image: image]  AN, Annu (Called On in the Bible): The original name of the Egyptian city later known as Heliopolis that was ancient Egypt’s first religious center. Hieroglyphic inscriptions tell that Pharaohs were allowed to enter the Holy of Holies of the city’s great temple once a year to view the “celestial barque” in which the god RA, the son of Ptah, had arrived on Earth from the “Planet of millions of years.” According to Genesis 41, when Joseph was appointed Overseer Over Egypt, the Pharaoh “gave him Assenath, the daughter of Potiphera, the Priest of On, for a wife.” See Ben-Ben.

[image: image]  Anakim (H): Commonly translated ‘Giants’; see Anunnaki and Nefilim.

[image: image]  Anat (= ‘She who responds’): A goddess who in Canaanite lore was the playmate of the god Ba’al; many of those tales ascribe to her the lovemaking and sky-roaming adventures attributed in Sumerian/Akkadian texts to Ishtar.

[image: image]  Anatolia: Asia Minor, today’s Turkey.

[image: image]  Angels: In the Bible, the term is used to translate the Hebrew word Mal’achim, which literally means ‘emissaries’. Though it was used in the Bible to denote even a king’s ambassadors, the translation “angels” is taken to mean divine emissaries, commonly depicted as winged beings. In the Bible, a class of angels called Seraphim are described in Isaiah 6 as having six wings each; the two golden Cherubim atop the Ark of the Covenant had four wings each (similar to divine entities protecting the coffin of the Pharaoh Tut-Ankh-Amen). In Mesopotamia, both gods and their emissaries were depicted wearing uniforms with attached wings—per ZS, to indicate their status as astronauts. See Cherubim, Eaglemen, Winged Beings.

[image: image]  ANKH: The ancient Egyptian pictographic hieroglyph that looks like a plumbline instrument and means ‘Life’.

[image: image]  An.na (= ‘Heavenly stone’): The Sumerian term for Tin—Anaku in Akkadian, from which in Hebrew Anak = necklace and Anakh = a plumbline instrument. See also Ankh.

[image: image]  Anshan: A Persian province that was a stronghold of the Achaemeans, who made their mark on the ancient world when Cyrus became king in 549 B.C.

[image: image]  An.shar (= ‘Foremost of the Heavens’): Per ZS, the planet we call Saturn. Its role in the formation of the Solar System is described in the Mesopotamian ‘Epic of Creation’. See also Ki.shar.

[image: image]  Antarctica: The icebound southernmost continent, where the Earth’s south pole is located. Though unknown to Europeans before its discovery in 1820, the existence of maps from earlier dates that correctly show the continent, indicates that it was already known in prior eras. ZS has suggested that the Sumerian geographic name Erkallum, usually translated ‘the Great Below’, referred to Antarctica, and was the biblical “Great Deep” where the Deluge or Great Flood began; it was caused, per ZS, by the slippage of the ice shelf off the Antarctic continent, creating an immense tidal wave, a rise in sea levels, and climate change. See also Nibiru Orbit.

[image: image]  Antikythera Mechanism: An incredible device of bronze geared wheels within geared wheels, tightly arranged in a wooden box, that was discovered by Greek divers in a shipwreck off the Mediterranean island of Antikythera in A.D. 1900. Other artifacts in the shipwreck dated to as early as the 4th century B.C.; the ship itself has been dated to circa 200 B.C. Early Greek writing inside the box and on some of the wheels indicated that this was a complex device to compute celestial motions of the Sun, Moon and planets in relation to zodiacal time. The closest geared astronomical or horological devices appeared in Europe only some 1700 years later. The device, now in the National Archaeological Museum in Athens, has been x-rayed, MRI’d and otherwise studied; but with all that the experts have no answer to the questions, Who had the astronomical knowledge and the technical capability needed for this device, who was there to use it, in 400/200 B.C., and what was it for? For the explanation by ZS, see Journeys to the Mythical Past.

[image: image]  Antu: An/Anu’s official spouse. Because she was his half-sister (same father, different mother), her son Enlil became Anu’s Legal Heir though he was not Anu’s Firstborn son. She accompanied Anu on his state visits to Earth.

[image: image]  Anunnaki (= ‘Those who from Heaven to Earth came’), sometimes shortened to Anunna (= ‘The heavenly ones’): The Nibiruans who had come to Earth to mine its gold. The first group of fifty was led by Ea. More came after the arrival of Enlil and the establishment of seven settlements, each with a specific function, in the E.Din (= ‘Home/Abode of the Righteous Ones’), later known as Sumer. At the peak of their presence on Earth they numbered 600, joined by 300 Igi.gi with special tasks. They were the “gods of Heaven and Earth” whom the ancient peoples worshipped. ZS has suggested in his writings that the biblical term Anakim, commonly translated ‘giants’, is in fact the Hebrew rendering of Anunnaki; they were termed Ilu (= ‘Lofty Ones’) in Akkadian—the biblical Elohim. According to the Sumerian King List, the Anunnaki reigned on Earth for 120 Sars (= 432,000 Earth years) from their arrival until the Deluge; ZS has concluded that they departed from Earth in the 6th century B.C. See An (Anu), Ea/Enki, El, Elohim, Enlil, Nazca, Nefilim, Nibiru, King/Kingship.

[image: image]  An.zu (= ‘Knower of Heaven’): An antagonist of Enlil who managed to steal the ‘Tablets of Destinies’ and disrupt the ‘Bond Heaven-Earth’. The Sumerian text describing the events and the ultimate defeat of the evil god by Enlil’s son Ninurta has been known as The Myth of Zu; but a recent discovery of a missing fragment of the text revealed that the offender’s name, thought to be just Zu, was in fact An.Zu. See Aerial Battles, Zu.

[image: image]  Aphrodite: The Greek goddess of love (Roman ‘Venus’), a daughter of Zeus and one of the Twelve Olympians. According to legends, she came to Greece from the Near East via the island of Cyprus. Her attributes parallel many of Inanna/Ishtar.

[image: image]  Apin: A Sumerian astronomical name for the planet we call Mars. See Mars.

[image: image]  Apkallu: The collective term for the first group of commanders who piloted spacecraft from Nibiru to Earth. From Ab.gal (= ‘Great One Who Leads’), the name of the first one.

[image: image]  Apocalypse: A term, stemming from the Greek ‘To reveal’, connoting prophetic revelations concerning the End—End of Time, End of the World—or the cataclysmic aspects of the End-event itself. Apocalyptic texts, that appeared both in Egypt and in Babylon more than a millennium before the biblical ones, admonished the people for religious or social transgressions, and described the coming upheavals and tribulations on a global or even cosmic scale; they also predicted the appearance of a Redeemer who will comfort and bring salvation to the masses. See Admonitions of Ipu-Wer, Akkadian Prophecies, Day of the Lord, End of Days, Marduk, Nabu, Prophets.

[image: image]  Apocrypha: Ancient extra-biblical books not included in the canonical Hebrew Bible, but available in various other languages, such as the Book of Jubilees, The Book of Enoch, The Book of Noah; they purport to provide added details to biblical tales, such as the name of the leaders and the number of Nefilim (200) who took Daughters of Man as wives.

[image: image]  Apollo: A major Greek (and later Roman) deity, god of prophecy and divination, the interpreter to mortals of the will of the gods; Delphi, ancient Greece’s holiest oracle site, was the principal place of his worship. Though the firstborn son of Zeus (by the goddess Leto), he was not the Legal Heir because Zeus later had a son (Ares/Mars) by a sister-wife. He was directly involved in the Trojan War; legends had him journey to distant lands—per ZS (in The Earth Chronicles Expeditions) including the Americas.

[image: image]  Aqhat: In Canaanite tales of gods and heroes, the son born in old age to an heirless devotee of the god El. He was presented with a magical bow by the ‘Craftsman of the gods’. Coveted by the goddess Anat, she offered Aqhat lovemaking and eternal life in exchange for the bow. (The tablet with the tale’s ending has not been found.)

[image: image]  Aquarius: ‘The Water Bearer’, one of the twelve zodiacal constellations. The Sumerians associated this constellation with E.a (= ‘Whose Home Is Waters’) and depicted it by showing Ea seated with water streaming from him.

[image: image]  Arali (= ‘The place of the shining lodes by the waters’): The gold mining area of the Anunnaki in southeast Africa; Enki’s headquarters in Africa.

[image: image]  Aram, Arameans: The land peopled by speakers of a Semitic language (‘Aramaic’) in the upper Euphrates River region that is now mostly northeast Syria. See Damascus.

[image: image]  Ararat: The highest twin mountain peaks in Western Asia (17,000 and 12,000 feet), situated in what is nowadays eastern Turkey, between Lake Van and Lake Sevan—an area known in antiquity as ‘Urartu’, a Hurrian kingdom in the 2nd millennium B.C. Known from the biblical tale of the Deluge as the first dry land to emerge from the Flood’s receding waters, where Noah’s ark could come to rest. Called ‘Mount Nitzir’ (= ‘Mount of Salvation’) in the Mesopotamian tale of the Deluge. According to ZS, the twin peaks were used by the Anunnaki as a visible topographic marker for laying out their pre-Diluvial as well as post-Diluvial Landing Corridors for their spacecraft.

[image: image]  Aratta: A land, distant from Sumer and located beyond mountain ranges, famed for its granaries and jewels—perhaps the ancient Indus Valley metropolis Harappa. It was granted by the Great Anunnaki to the goddess Ishtar as her domain; but she kept coming back to her preferred city Uruk in Sumer, causing rivalries detailed in a Sumerian epic known as ‘Enmerkar and the Lord of Aratta’. See Harappa.

[image: image]  Arba (= H ‘Four’): According to the Bible, the previous name of Hebron, “a fortified city” so named after its erstwhile ruler Arba who was “a Great Man of the Anakim.” ZS has pointed out that ‘Great Man’ is a literal rendering in Hebrew of the Sumerian Lu.gal, which meant ‘King’; and Anakim was the Hebrew for Anunnaki. Hebron, accordingly, was originally a stronghold of a demigod called Arba. See Anunnaki, Kings/ Kingship.

[image: image]  Archaeoastronomy: The discipline that combines astronomy with archaeology and enables the dating of ancient monuments by ascertaining their astronomical orientation. First suggested by Sir Norman Lockyer in his 1894 book The Dawn of Astronomy (after his visit to the temples of Athena in Greece), and applied by him to the dating of Egyptian temples and of Stonehenge in Britain.

[image: image]  Ares (Roman ‘Mars’): In Greek ‘mythology’, the son of Zeus and Hera. He was considered the great god’s legal heir (because Hera was a sister-wife of Zeus), even though Apollo, son of Zeus by the goddess Leto, was the Firstborn.

[image: image]  Aries (Ku.mal): ‘The Ram’. One of the twelve zodiacal constellations, associated in Mesopotamia with the god Marduk. Occupying a smaller segment of the heavens than most other zodiacal constellations, it shifts due to Precession in less years than the mathematical 2,160 years (one twelfth of the 25,920 years cycle). It was the dispute whether the Age of the Ram—the era of Marduk’s pre-eminence—has arrived in the 21st century B.C. that led to the use of nuclear weapons on Earth in 2024 B.C. (Berossus, as a priest of Marduk, wrote for his Greek masters that their contemporary Age of the Ram began 1920 years before the Seleucid Era, i.e., in 2232 B.C.).

[image: image]  Ariokh: The ‘King of Ellasar’ listed in Genesis 14 as one of the Kings of the East who invaded Canaan at the time of Abraham.

[image: image]  Ark: A term applied in English both to Noah’s submersible vessel in the biblical tale of the Deluge (H) Tevah (see Noah’s Ark), and the Ark (H: Aron) of the Covenant, the gold-plated wooden box in which Moses placed the stone tablets inscribed with the Ten Commandments (see Ark of the Covenant, Deluge).

[image: image]  Ark of the Covenant (H) Aron Ha-Brith: A wooden gilded box constructed according to precise instructions by God to Moses during the Exodus. Topped by two Cherubim fashioned and cast of solid gold whose wings touched, it served as a divine communication device. Unauthorized approach or touching led to death. The Ark, in which Moses deposited the two stone Tablets of the Law from Mount Sinai, accompanied the Israelites throughout the Exodus and played a miraculous role in the crossing of the Jordan River. It was finally placed in the Holy of Holies in the Jerusalem Temple built by king Solomon, approachable only by the High Priest. The Ark of the Covenant was gone from its hallowed place when the Babylonians sacked Jerusalem and destroyed the Temple in 587 B.C.; when and how the Ark was gone, has remained a subject of speculation and legend to this day. (An adventure-filled attempt by ZS to unravel the mystery is described by him in The Earth Chronicles Expeditions.)

[image: image]  Armageddon: The term, that has come to mean a final and terrible apocalypse that will engulf the Earth and its people, comes from the New Testament’s Book ‘The Apocalypse of St. John the Divine’ (commonly called Revelation). In a prophecy of a catastrophe “such as was not since men were upon the earth,” the book also envisions a final terrible war when “the kings of the earth and of the whole world” shall be gathered “into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon” (16:16). The term is clearly a rendering of the Hebrew name Har Megiddo, the Mount of Megiddo—a place in Israel already known in biblical time as a strategic peak where many battles had been fought. In that final war, Revelation asserts, one of the combatant ‘beasts’ “shall make fire come down from heaven to Earth, in sight of men”—a statement that can be understood as predicting a nuclear explosion. ZS, in The End of Days, places the Armageddon oracle in the context of other prophecies of a Final War (such as that of Gog and Magog by the Prophet Ezekiel) that will precede messianic times, and views the 2007 discovery of an ancient mosaic depiction of the Sign of the Fishes at the foot of Mount Megiddo as a clue to the time of the apocalypse. See Ezekiel, Gog and Magog, Megiddo, Revelation.

[image: image]  Arpakhshad (Arpachshad): According to the genealogical list of nations who repeopled the Earth after the Deluge (Genesis 10), one of the five sons of Shem (the eldest of the three sons of Noah) of whom Abraham was descended. Details re Arpachshad in the ‘Book of Jubilees’ suggest that his domain was the land later known as Elam.

[image: image]  Aryans (also Arya): Speakers of an Indo-European language who migrated in the 2nd millennium B.C., presumably from the Caucasus area, to the Indian subcontinent, bringing with them the tales of the gods as later recorded in the Vedas. See Hindu Traditions, Indo-European.

[image: image]  Asar: An epithet of Marduk, used in the seventh tablet of Enuma elish as a prefix of several of his fifty names.

[image: image]  Ascending Passage: One of the main inner passages within the Great Pyramid in Giza, Egypt, leading to the Grand Gallery and the ‘King’s Chamber’.

[image: image]  Ashanti: A tribe in west Africa renowned for its goldsmithing skills. ZS has pointed out that their males’ features are akin to those of the Olmec chieftains in Mesoamerica.

[image: image]  Asher: One of the twelve sons of the patriarch Jacob and the Israelite tribe named after him.

[image: image]  Asherah (also Ashtoreth in the Bible): A Canaanite goddess widely worshipped in the Near East in the late 2nd and early 1st millennia B.C.

[image: image]  Ashur (= ‘The One Who Sees’): The great god of the Assyrians and the name by which they called their land (see Assyria) and one of its capitals. Adopting the Sumero-Akkadian pantheon, the Assyrians in their texts assigned to him the attributes of Enlil, but often referred to him as though he was Enlil’s son Ninurta. He was depicted as a mature bearded deity wearing the horned helmet of the gods. When Assyria rose to supremacy in the Near East in the first half of the first millennium B.C., its military campaigns and ruthless conquests were asserted by every Assyrian king to have been carried out “on the command of my god Ashur.” See Assyria, Nineveh, Sennacherib, Shalmaneser.

[image: image]  Ashurbanipal (Akk. Ashur-bani-apli = ‘A son by [the god] Ashur made’): An Assyrian king (668–630 B.C.), famed for his library in Nineveh; sometimes called ‘the first archaeologist’ because he had amassed inscribed clay tablets and other artifacts that were already ancient in his time. He boasted that ‘the god of scribes’ “initiated me into the secrets of writing,” including the ability to read Sumerian, and even to understand inscriptions “from the days before the Flood”—the first discovered mention of the Deluge outside the Bible. The subjects in the accumulated tablets covered a wide range, included such masterful texts as the Epic of Gilgamesh (that also told the story of the Deluge), and paid particular attention to celestial information. Among the purely astronomical texts there were tablets that belonged to a series titled The day of Bel (= ‘The Day of the Lord’) and the important tablets of Enuma elish—the ‘Epic of Creation’ that told how an invading planet joined the solar system to become Nibiru, the planet from which the Anunnaki had come to Earth. ZS has concluded that both the textual collection as well as the purely astronomical tablets focused on Nibiru—starting with its original appearance, then subsequent ones, as well as the one that was anticipated; some texts, he showed, actually were intended to serve as guidelines for observing the arriving Nibiru as it attains perigee. See Assyria, Epic of Creation, Nineveh.

[image: image]  Ashurnasirpal II: An Assyrian king (883–859 B.C.) who wore a cross as part of his royal insignia and captured the Landing Place in Lebanon—per ZS, due to the growing expectation of Nibiru’s return. See Cross, Landing Place.

[image: image]  Asia Minor: The westernmost part of Asia that is shaped like an extension of the Asian continent, protruding toward Europe. Land of the Hittites in antiquity; nowadays Turkey. See Anatolia.

[image: image]  Assembly of the gods: See Council of the gods.

[image: image]  Assyria (Ashur): A kingdom in the upper region of the Tigris river that was called Subartu in Sumerian times and became the northernmost extension of Sumer & Akkad. In language and racial origins its people—the Assyrians—appear to have had a kinship to Sargon of Akkad, and some of its most famous kings took the name Sharru-kin—Sargon—as their royal name. (The Bible, in Genesis chapter 10, lists Ashur as stemming from the line of Shem.) Religiously, the Assyrians adopted the Sumerian pantheon, with emphasis on the Enlilite deities—Enlil, Ninurta, Sin, Adad, Shamash and Ishtar. Assyria rose to prominence in the 2nd millennium B.C., vied with Babylonia and its god Marduk for supremacy, invaded Egypt, and reached a dominant position in the ancient Near East in the ‘Neo-Assyrian’ phase in the 9th–7th centuries B.C. Its royal and religious centers—Ashur, Nineveh, Nimrud, Calah—that have been excavated since 1843, have brought to light vast urban centers, magnificent palaces, great temples, immense libraries of inscribed clay tablets, and a wealth of artifacts. Depictions and inscriptions, paying homage to Assyria’s imperial kings, enabled a reconstruction of life and events in the second and first millennia B.C., and verified the biblical tales of the wars and conquests of famed Assyrian kings, including the invasion of Israel by Tiglath-Pileser III (744–727 B.C.) and the partial exile of its leaders; the attack on Israel in 722 B.C. by his son Shalmaneser V who exiled all of its people, creating the enigma of the ‘Lost Ten Tribes’; and the attack on Judea and the failed siege of its capital Jerusalem by Sennacherib in 702 B.C. Assyria met its end—as predicted by the biblical prophets—in a series of military defeats in 614–612 B.C. when it was attacked by invaders from the north. See Ashur, Babylon, Harran, Nineveh.

[image: image]  Asteroid Belt: A celestial zone between Mars and Jupiter replete with asteroids—small chunks of planetary remains—that keep orbiting the Sun primarily in a ‘belt’ between Mars and Jupiter. It is, ZS suggested in The 12th Planet, the celestial Raki’a (‘Hammered Bracelet’) mentioned in Genesis chapter 1, paralleling the Akkadian Rakkis which (according to the Mesopotamian Epic of Creation Enuma elish) the god-planet Nibiru/ Marduk “stretched in the heavens as a hammered bracelet” after the collision with the planet Tiamat. While astronomers remain uncertain how the Asteroid Belt had come about, ZS has suggested that it is the remains of Tiamat’s half that was smashed to pieces in the collision with Marduk’s moons (which orbited retrogradely). The severed but unsmashed half of Tiamat, thrust to a new orbital position, became the planet Earth.

[image: image]  Astrolabe (‘Taker of stars’): A term used to describe circular clay discs, discovered in Babylonia, that were divided like a pie into twelve segments cutting through three concentric rings, resulting in a flat representation of the heavenly sphere and listing the celestial bodies in the resulting 36 astronomical segments. See Planispheres.

[image: image]  Astrology: Defined as the study of the motions of the Sun, Moon and planets in the belief that their positions relative to each other and to their zodiacal ‘stations’ affect individual human fortunes. However, when ‘astrology’ began in Mesopotamia (and especially so in Babylon), it was the application of astronomical observations to affairs of state—the fate of kingdoms and their rulers, not personal horoscopes.

[image: image]  Astronauts, ancient: See Apkallu, Anunnaki, Eaglemen, Nefilim.

[image: image]  Astronomy: Scholars deciphering the tablets in the great libraries of Nineveh and Babylon, and in smaller ones in other ancient sites, were astounded both by the preponderance of astronomical texts as well as by their detail and sophistication—ranging from daily observations of celestial phenomena to tables predicting lunar eclipses fifty years ahead. Using the various stages of ziggurats (step-pyramids) for observation, special classes of priests provided daily astronomical reports to the king. While current textbooks bestow admiration on ‘Babylonian astronomy’, scribal notations on such texts (in Akkadian) as well as the terminology used, leave no doubt that Babylonian/Assyrian astronomy was based upon and stemmed from earlier Sumerian astronomical knowledge, records and texts—some of which were found in the ruins of Sumerian cities (such as Nippur, Eridu and Ur). The texts astounded scholars by the wealth of precise astronomical terms used, like An.pa for ‘Zenith’, An.bil for solstices, An.ub for the solstitial orientations, An.ur for ‘Horizon’—apart from naming planet, stars and constellations and distinguishing between them. That earliest knowledge had already adopted the Dub, the Spherical Astronomy of 360º (which modern astronomy still follows), dividing the heavens surrounding the Earth into three “Ways”—that of Enlil in the north, of Ea/Enki in the south, and of Anu in the center. The latter hosted the twelve zodiacal constellations, whose Sumerian names and pictorial depictions (Lion, Bull, Ram, Twins, Fishes, etc.) are used to this day. Many of the tablets were grouped into series (one, known as Enuma Anu Enlil, consisted of thirty tablets); there were also depictions of the heavenly sphere on a flat surface, now referred to as ‘astrolabes’. Central in all those texts were the references to the planet Nibiru, its orbital path, its visibility during a state visit to Earth by Anu and Antu, and its return to visibility in the first millennium B.C. See E.Ninnu, Gudea, Lagash, Nibiru, Temples, Ways of Heaven, Ziggurats, Zodiac. For other and later astronomical structures, see Chichén Itzá, Denderah, Gilgal Repha’im, Sacsahuaman, Sarmizegetusa, Stonehenge, Tiahuanacu, etc.

[image: image]  Aswan: The modern name of the ancient Nile River city Syene in Upper Egypt. Situated where the navigable northern segment of the Nile is distinct from its southern cataracts-obstructed course, it marked in antiquity the border between Egypt and Nubia. Egyptian lore deemed the site to be the place where the god Ptah installed sluices to regulate the river’s flow and thereby raised the land of Egypt from under the waters of the Deluge to make it habitable. It is the site of the modern Aswan Dam.

[image: image]  Atahualpa: The pretender for the Inca throne when the Spaniards first arrived in Peru in A.D. 1530 under the leadership of Francisco Pizzaro.

[image: image]  ATEN: In the 14th century B.C., when Egypt’s leading god RA became AMON (‘The Unseen’), the Egyptian Pharaoh Amenhotep/Amenophis IV proclaimed ‘ATEN’—depicted as a celestial disc emitting rays—as the central object of worship, renamed himself AKHEN-ATEN (‘The Servant/worshipper of Aten’), and built a brand new capital-cumreligious center named AKHET-ATEN, (‘Aten of the Horizon’). Some scholars view the Aten as a ‘New Sun’ or ‘New Ra’, and explain the change as a new ‘Sun Religion’; others discern elements of monotheism in the worship of the Aten. The religious revision was strongly opposed by the priests of Ra/Amen, and Akhen-Aten and his city came to a quick end in 1362 B.C. In The End of Days ZS explained the Aten as the planet of the gods (‘Planet of millions of years’)—Nibiru—in its Return format: Still unseen, but expected to return into view. He pointed out that it was then that the symbol of the Cross began to be seen on royal depictions, in Egypt as well as in Mesopotamia.

[image: image]  Athena: The Greek goddess of war and the protectress of many demigod heroes; called Minerva by the Romans. A daughter of Zeus and one of the Twelve Olympians, her main temple was in Athens, the city named in her honor. The story of the Trojan War has her taking an active part, together with her half-brother Apollo, in the war’s events.

[image: image]  Atlantes: Colossal humanlike stone statues, more than fifteen feet high, erected atop a flat-topped Toltec pyramid at the ancient site called Tollan in Mexico. The carvings depict them with stern visages of an unfamiliar race, wearing feathered crowns decorated with star symbols, and armed with weapons that include a pistol-like ray gun.

[image: image]  Atlantis: The legendary paradise-like island-state described in the writings of Plato, which (he wrote) was swallowed by the seas as a result of a volcanic calamity. Though searched for (and sometimes claimed to have been discovered) anywhere sunken islands or submerged structural remains are found, ZS believes that—if Atlantis or its likes had actually once existed—varied details in Greek and Mesoamerican sources point to a Mesoamerican location.

[image: image]  Atra-Hasis (= ‘The Exceedingly Wise’): Title given to an epic Sumerian tale, mostly known from several renditions in Akkadian, that names Atra-hasis, an Enki devotee, as the hero of the Deluge. The text begins with the division of functions between Enlil and Enki during a visit to Earth by Anu, describes a mutiny by the Anunnaki toiling in the mines that led to the fashioning by Enki and Ninharsag of a Primitive Worker, and records subsequent events that led to the Deluge. It is a text with many parallels to the Genesis tales about The Adam, Noah, the Deluge, and human ability to marry and procreate.

[image: image]  Avebury Circle: A circular stone monument in England, not far from Stonehenge.

[image: image]  Ayar Brothers: According to South American native legends recorded by Spanish chroniclers in Peru, four Ayar Brothers, accompanied by their sister-wives, created by the Creator God Viracocha in the heart of the Andes mountains, were instructed by him where to go, settle, and populate the lands after a Great Flood. To the Ayar couple directed to establish the sacred capital Cuzco, the god gave a golden wand with which to pinpoint the site and establish its temple’s orientation. See Aymara, Cuzco, Tiahuanacu, Viracocha.

[image: image]  Aymara: A native people (and their language) who inhabited the Andean highlands of southern Peru before the Incas.

[image: image]  Azag: In a laudatory Sumerian poem to the god Ninurta, an epithet of the adversary he defeated in an aerial battle. See Anzu, Zu.

[image: image]  Aztecs: The native tribe who peopled central Mexico when the Spaniards arrived in 1519. Their capital (now overwhelmed by Mexico City) was called Tenochtitlan and their king at the time was Moctezuma (also rendered Montezuma). Their legends described their arrival in Mexico by sea and their wanderings till they found the place earmarked for Tenochtitlan.

[image: image]  Azt-lan: The “White Place” which, according to Aztec legends, was the ancestral home of the Aztec’s first patriarchal couple and from which seven Aztec tribes migrated by sea to Mesoamerica.
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