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Introduction




Jacob. Kelly. Mary.

These all sound like great names, right? Names that are given to those who are upright, honest, and all-around good people? Guess again!

Jacob, Kelly, and Mary may sound all warm and fuzzy, but in actuality these ordinary names have pretty terrible meanings that parents would do well to avoid. Jacob means cheater. Kelly means war or strife. And Mary means bitterness or rebellion. The truth of the matter is that there are a lot of ordinary names that really just have terrible, unexpected, violent, angry, dark meanings … and here in The Terrible Meanings of Names, you’ll learn what names (or people!) to avoid and what names you might actually want to consider when naming a child or pet, or even just when making a new friend.

For each ordinary name with a regrettably poor meaning, you’ll learn:


	The gender of each name, or whether it’s unisex

	The terrible meaning behind each seemingly innocuous name

	The origin and etymology of each name

	Variations and alternate spellings for that name

	The rank of each name based on information from the Social Security Administration’s website



You’ll also find groupings of similarly terrible names at the end of the book, just in case you find yourself looking for a list of Good Names for Girls with Terrible Personalities (Delilah, Emily, or Rhonda) or Good Names for the Terribly Ugly (Brad, Courtney, or Penelope). In addition, you’ll also be given a chance to reconsider some names that have rotten associations (Adolph, Saddam) or that just don’t sound very good to Western ears (Bertha, Helga). Some of these “bad” names actually have great meanings. Adolph, for example, means noble wolf, which evokes a strong, vigorous child. And as ugly as Bertha sounds, it means bright and famous.

So before you buy into William Shakespeare’s idea that “a rose by any other name would smell as sweet,” take some time to think about what that name really means. There’s a good chance that it’s a lot more terrible than you would have thought.



The
Terrible

{Meanings}
of
Ordinary Names

Chances are, you’ve never given much thought to the meaning of your name. But maybe you should. For that matter, you definitely should familiarize yourself with name meanings before you consider having children or give serious thought to meeting up with that guy/gal you met on Craigslist. For that matter, would you ever go on Craigslist if it were called Rockslist? Craig is Gaelic for rocks, after all.

In this section, you will learn about hundreds of names with unfortunate meanings. Names are alphabetical, and each entry includes such information as the names’ popularity; famous people with those unfortunate appellations; variant spellings of the names; and the names’ rotten, etymological roots. Hopefully, you won’t find your own name among the following. If you’re lucky, you’ll just find those of backstabbing colleagues, and you can use the information included herein to embarrass them at the next staff meeting.


A

Addison MEANING: son of Adam

{Yeah, we really wanted a boy.}

GENDER: female | ORIGIN: English | RANKING: 13

ETYMOLOGY: Addison derives from an Old English surname meaning son of Adam. Gender issues, anyone?

VARIATIONS: Addeson, Addis, Addisen, Addisson, Addyson

FAMOUS ADDISONS: Since 2005, Kate Walsh has played Dr. Addison Montgomery, who battles disease and challenging personal issues on Grey’s Anatomy and Private Practice.

Aiden MEANING: little fire

{Aiden is destined to be a little devil. It’s right there in his name.}

GENDER: unisex, typically male | ORIGIN: Irish | RANKING: 9

ETYMOLOGY: This kid is smokin’! Aiden derives from Aed, a god of the underworld in Irish mythology. His name means fire, and the en on the end of the name means little.

VARIATIONS: Aden, Aidenn, Ayden, Aidan, Eadin

Alan MEANING: little rock

{That’s what you get for being born in Arkansas!}

GENDER: male | ORIGIN: Irish | RANKING: 163

ETYMOLOGY: Alan derives from the Gaelic ailin, which means little rock. Pebbles can be decorative, but they can also get stuck in your shoe and annoy the crap out of you. Cute and annoying. Hmm. Just like babies.

VARIATIONS: Aland, Allan, Allen, Allyn, Alain

Alena MEANING: torch

{Don’t hang out with her, dude. You’ll get burned.}

GENDER: female | ORIGIN: Greek | RANKING: 744

ETYMOLOGY: Alena is from the Greek helene, which means torch.

VARIATIONS: Ailina, Aleana, Aleena, Alenah, Alyna

FAMOUS ALENAS: Saint Alena was martyred in 644 C.E. and canonized in 1193. Her pagan father caused her death after learning she had become a baptized Christian. So even if you name your kid Alena, you’re a better parent than that guy!

Alexia MEANING: word blindness

{Waht this deos say? I can’t raed it!}

GENDER: female | ORIGIN: Greek | RANKING: 275

ETYMOLOGY: Technically, alexia is Greek for defender, but it’s also the technical name for acquired dyslexia, also known as word blindness, caused by a brain injury.

VARIATIONS: Aleksia, Aleska, Alessia, Alexcia, Alexea

FAMOUS ALEXIAS: Cyprus may be in economic trouble, but its pop music export, Alexia Vassilou (known simply as Alexia), continues to rack up gold and platinum records throughout Europe.


Top Names and Their Meanings for Twins: Female Edition

Twins are one out of eighty births. Often, parents choose to give their twins complementary names. Sometimes, the names rhyme or sound euphonious together. At other times, the names are complementary virtues or character traits. The top-five twin names for female twins and their meanings follow.


	Makayla and Makenzie come in at number five. Makayla is a feminine variant of Michael, which asks the rhetorical question, “Who is like God?” Makenzie means handsome.

	Faith and Hope are number four. The names are virtues many would like their children to possess.

	Ella and Emma are at number three. Ella means other, and Emma means whole or universal.

	Gabriella and Isabella rank second. Gabriella is the feminine form of Gabriel, which means strong man of God. Isabella is a form of Elizabeth and means my God is abundance.

	And ranked number one are Olivia and Sophia. Olivia means elf army, and Sophia means wisdom.





Alfonso MEANING: ready for battle

{My therapist says I’m terrible at choosing my battles.}

GENDER: male | ORIGIN: German | RANKING: 793

ETYMOLOGY: Children will argue throughout their lives: I want ice cream for breakfast! Can I borrow the car for the weekend? Will you give me fifty bucks for no reason at all? Why, oh why, would anyone want to add to the aggravation? Alfonso stems from the German hadu (battle) and funs (ready). He’ll be itching for a fight on every single issue.

VARIATIONS: Alfonz, Alfonze, Alonzo, Alphons, Fonso

Alfredo MEANING: elf counsel

{He’s pretty good at his job, but he can only find solutions for very small problems.}

GENDER: male | ORIGIN: English | RANKING: 483

ETYMOLOGY: Alfred sounds too old-fashioned to be truly popular. It barely scrapes the top one thousand. Add that o to the end, however, and you end up with a zippier name … and a tasty pasta dish! Alfredo (and Alfred) comes from the Old English aelf (elf) and raed (counsel). Elves were once considered especially beautiful, magical creatures. Why they would need counselors is unclear. Perhaps they had little bitty inferiority complexes. Or maybe their magical powers allowed them to see that, one day, elves would be associated with the commercialization of a holiday and with cookie pitchmen who live in a hollow tree.

VARIATIONS: Alfred, Fredo, Fred, Ulfried, Ulfrid

Alton MEANING: old town

{There’s gonna be a hot time in the Alton tonight!}

GENDER: male | ORIGIN: English | RANKING: not in the top 1,000

ETYMOLOGY: Alton began as a British surname for people who came from the “old town.” What’s the old town? That’s lost to history. Chances are, though, that it was pretty boring and filled with lots of sheep.

VARIATIONS: Aldon, Alston, Alten, Allten, Elton

FAMOUS ALTONS:Alton Brown makes mouths water as the host of Food Network’s Good Eats.

Amara MEANING: bitter

{Is it any wonder her divorce was so acrimonious?}

GENDER: female | ORIGIN: Latin | RANKING: 587

ETYMOLOGY: Amara likely derives from the Latin acerbus, meaning bitter. Need I say more?

VARIATIONS: Amaira, Amairani, Amari, Amariah, Amarra

FAMOUS AMARAS:English actress Amara Karan made her screen debut in Wes Anderson’s The Darjeeling Limited.

Amaya MEANING: the end

{Right after Amaya was born, I couldn’t get a vasectomy fast enough!}

GENDER: female | ORIGIN: Basque | RANKING: 210

ETYMOLOGY: Amaya comes from amaia, which is Basque for the end. The Basque people live in a region straddling France and Spain. “The end” can refer to the following: 1) The conclusion of a long and boring story. 2) Someone’s butt. 3) Something really awesome.

VARIATIONS: Amaia, Amaiah, Amayah, Ammaya, Amya


What’s Your Name Again?

Samuel Clemens (1835–1910) was a successful riverboat captain who liked to write. An older, officious captain wrote occasional pieces for newspapers, using the name Mark Twain. Clemens wrote a satirical piece about the captain, whose name was Isaiah Sellers. The piece supposedly hurt Sellers so much that he stopped writing. When the Civil War disrupted riverboat piloting —rivers had become corridors of war, not of commerce and transportation—Clemens moved out West. While in Nevada, he heard that Sellers had died. Clemens, still writing and not wanting to hurt the feelings of others (at least at that point in his career), adopted Sellers’s pseudonym. Mark Twain is riverboat speak for “this water is two fathoms deep.” Water of that depth was considered safe for passage.



Amos MEANING: burdened

{He’s our little burden of joy!}

GENDER: male | ORIGIN: Hebrew | RANKING: 860

ETYMOLOGY: The biblical prophet’s name translates to carry or burden. The Book of Amos is one of those biblical books that most people don’t know exists. Amos spends most of his book prophesying “the Day of the Lord,” i.e., Judgment Day. That’s strike one against this name. The original Amos was a total downer. Strike two is due to the once popular, now embarrassing-that-it-ever-existed radio and television show Amos ’n’ Andy, which featured stereotypical depictions of life in an African-American community. Thanks to this show, Amos was used rarely in the United States until recent years.

VARIATIONS: Ames, Amoss, Amose, Amous, Aymoss

Andrea MEANING: strong and manly

{I’m afraid she’s just not Toddlers & Tiaras material.}

GENDER: female | ORIGIN: Greek | RANKING: 81

ETYMOLOGY: Tomboys of the world can unite behind this name, although even many of them won’t like being described as manly. That detracts from girl power. Andrea, the female version of Andrew, stems from the Greek andros, which means man.

VARIATIONS: Aundria, Ohndrea, Ohndreea, Ohndria, Ondria

Aphra MEANING: dust

{Aphra to Aphra; dust to dust.}

GENDER: female | ORIGIN: Hebrew | RANKING: not in the top 1,000

ETYMOLOGY: In Hebrew, aphra means dust. Dust is nasty. It contains such things as small amounts of dead skin, pet hair, human hair, pollen, textile fibers, and paper fibers. It can spark asthma and hay fever. That’s what you want as a name? Hay Fever Inducer?

VARIATIONS: Afra, Alpha, Ofra, Affery, Afraa

FAMOUS APHRAS:Aphra Behn (1640–1689) was one of the first professional female writers in English. She also served as a spy for King Charles II.

Apollo MEANING: destroyer

{It wasn’t long after he was born that we knew we’d never get our damage deposit back.}

GENDER: male | ORIGIN: Greek | RANKING: not in the top 1,000

ETYMOLOGY: Coming soon to a nursery near you! He destroys sleep! He destroys decorative items! He destroys toilets by throwing toys into them! He destroys your sex life because you’re too damn tired to do anything! He’s … Apollo! Apollo derives from the Greek apollymi, which means destroy. Good luck!

VARIATIONS: Apollon, Apollos, Apolo, Apolinar, Apolonio

FAMOUS APOLLOS:American speed skater Apolo Ohno has won eight medals at the Winter Olympics.

Aria MEANING: air

{You’re such an Aria head!}

GENDER: female | ORIGIN: Italian | RANKING: 157

ETYMOLOGY: Yes, an aria is a composition for solo voice and orchestra, but literally it means air. Air is ethereal and insubstantial. Air is synonymous with “nothing.” That’s right. Parents who’ve named their child Aria have basically named her Nothing. Glad she’s so important to you.

VARIATIONS: Ari, Arias, Arya, Ariah, Aarya

Avery MEANING: elf ruler

{It’s not a very big kingdom, but she rules it with an iron fist.}

GENDER: unisex, typically female | ORIGIN: German | RANKING: 18

ETYMOLOGY: Avery began as a diminutive of the name Alberich, which is made up of two words: alf (elf) and ric (power; ruler). Even though elves are now associated with Santa, they once were considered magical creatures of exceptional beauty. Avery’s namesake, Alberich, was king of the little people in Germanic mythology.

VARIATIONS: Aubrey, Aivree, Avari, Averea, Averie

Azalea MEANING: dry

{Hey barkeep, keep pourin’ ’em. I’m a little dry over here.}

GENDER: female | ORIGIN: Greek | RANKING: not in the top 1,000

ETYMOLOGY: From the Greek azaleos, meaning dry, azaleas are flowers that flourish in dry soil. If you’re looking to be someone who flourishes under boring, harsh conditions, then this might be the name for you.

VARIATIONS: Azaleah, Azalee, Azalei, Azaley, Azali

FAMOUS AZALEAS:Iggy Azalea (the stage name of Amethyst Amelia Kelly) is an Australian rapper whose videos went viral on YouTube in 2011.


Albin?!?

First, Sweden brings us the depressing, damn-near- unwatchable films of Ingmar Bergman. Then it has the nerve to make snootiness a national policy that affects names. In 1982, Sweden adopted a law that forbade common folk from giving their children names associated with noble families. The law also puts the kibosh on names that the country’s tax agency, which oversees this quasi-fascist policy, believes are inappropriate. Sweden’s Elisabeth Hallin and Lasse Diding decided to protest the country’s intrusion into their private life and attempted to name their bouncing baby boy Brfxxccxxmnpcccclllmmn​prxvclmnckssqlbb11116, pronounced (naturally) Albin. Sweden balked. The couple tried to shorten their child’s name to A. No dice. Denmark, Iceland, and New Zealand have similar laws to limit “odd” baby names.




B

Bailey MEANING: bailiff

{I can’t figure out why that girl is so arresting.}

GENDER: unisex, typically female | ORIGIN: English | RANKING: 88

ETYMOLOGY: People don’t want to see a bailiff headed their way. They’re usually the bearer of bad litigious news: Congratulations, you’re being sued! Yet many people choose to name their daughters (and occasionally their sons) Bailey, which derives from the Middle English baili and means bailiff.

VARIATIONS: Baeli, Bali, Baili, Baylea, Baillie

Barbara MEANING: stranger

{I wish Barbara had remained a stranger.}

GENDER: female | ORIGIN: Greek | RANKING: 764

ETYMOLOGY: Barbara derives from the Greek word barbaros, which means foreign or stranger. Two of the best-known contemporary Barbaras are not strangers to the spotlight. Barbara Bush is wife and mother of United States presidents, and Barbra (note the slightly different spelling) Streisand is an attention-gulping actress and singer.

VARIATIONS: Barbra, Babette, Babs, Barbarella, Barbera


Mononyms, Anyone?

Some entertainers are so fabulous they are mononymous, meaning they only need one name. In some cases, that name is simply the performer’s actual first name (Adele, Madonna, Ke$ha—minus the $ of course) or last name (Morrisey, Liberace). Some are neither.


	Gordon Sumner (born 1951) played in jazz and big bands while in college and during his stint as a teacher. One day, while playing a gig with the Phoenix Jazzmen, he was wearing a black and yellow, striped sweater that bandleader Gordon Solomon thought made Sumner look like a bee. Solomon called him Sting, and the name stuck.

	Irish singer-songwriter Gavin Friday became a close friend to Paul Hewson (born 1960) when the two were children. Friday thought his friend had a good voice and began to call him Bonavox, Latin for good voice. Ultimately, the name shifted to Bono Vox, but the U2 leader is known typically as just Bono.

	Christopher Brian Bridges (born 1977) was one of the first Dirty South rappers (i.e., rappers from the South) to achieve mainstream success. When he first arrived on the scene and was asked about his stage name, Bridges said he chose Ludacris because he considers his personality both ludicrous and ridiculous. Hard to say where that a comes from, though.





Barry MEANING: pointed object

{We gave Barry a stick and let him work things out with the neighbor’s kid.}

GENDER: male | ORIGIN: Irish | RANKING: not in the top 1,000

ETYMOLOGY: Barry’s a natural-born, pointy-headed cretin. Barry derives from the Gaelic bearach, which refers to the pointy end of a spear. He’ll be funny looking, but at least he’ll be a sharp guy.

VARIATIONS: Baree, Barey, Barie, Barree, Barri

FAMOUS BARRYS:Barry Manilow is a singer who is a guilty pleasure due to such hits as “Mandy” and “Copacabana (At the Copa).” Outfielder Barry Bonds’s outstanding career with the Pittsburgh Pirates and San Francisco Giants has been overshadowed by his alleged involvement with steroids.

Belinda MEANING: beautiful snake

{I’m tired of all your hissy fits!}

GENDER: female | ORIGIN: German | RANKING: not in the top 1,000

ETYMOLOGY: The name Belinda stems from behrt (bright; famous; beautiful) and lindi (snake). Many fear snakes and find them loathsome, and that’s probably not the attitude parents want others to have about their little girl. Then again, little girls can become loathsome without anyone’s help.

VARIATIONS: Annabelinda, Balinda, Bindy, Lindy, Velinda

FAMOUS BELINDAS:Belinda Carlisle was singer for The Go-Go’s, a popular group in the 1980s.

Benton MEANING: town in the bent grass

{Well, it beats town in the poison ivy.}

GENDER: male | ORIGIN: English | RANKING: 938

ETYMOLOGY: Benton began as an Old English surname meaning town in the bent grass. Bent or not, being named after grass is pretty lame. Sorry Benton.

VARIATIONS: Bentan, Bentin, Bentun, Bondon, Boynton

FAMOUS BENTONS:Thomas Hart Benton (1889–1975) was an artist who influenced abstract expressionist Jackson Pollock.

Bernadette MEANING: strong, brave bear

{If you say that again, I’ll claw your eyes out!}

GENDER: female | ORIGIN: German | RANKING: not in the top 1,000

ETYMOLOGY: Most women wouldn’t smile at being compared to a bear. However, if they, um, bear this name, then it’s a necessary comparison. Bernadette derives from bern (bear) and hard (brave, strong).

VARIATIONS: Bena, Bernadetta, Bernarda, Bernadine, Bernharda

FAMOUS BERNADETTES:Actress Bernadette Peters, known for her stage and screen appearances, was born Bernadette Lazzara. She wanted a name that wouldn’t lead to ethnic stereotyping.

Bethany MEANING: house of poverty

{We used to have a 401(k). Now we have college bills, a second mortgage, and Bethany!}

GENDER: female | ORIGIN: Hebrew | RANKING: 352

ETYMOLOGY: In this economy, why would you want to handicap your child further? Bethany was a town on the way to Jerusalem at which poverty-stricken travelers could find temporary respite during pilgrimages to the holy city. On the plus side, it’s also the town believed to be the site of Christ’s greatest miracle—the resurrection of Lazarus. Bethany, now the Palestinian town of al-Eizariya, remains a city of overcrowding and poverty, so I would avoid the name Eizariya too.

VARIATIONS: Bathany, Bethane, Bethanea, Bethann, Bethney

Biff MEANING: punch

{Biff, this is Pow and Kablam.}

GENDER: male | ORIGIN: English | RANKING: not in the top 1,000

ETYMOLOGY: You must want to spend several years apologizing to other people for your pugilistic, punch-drunk adolescent. Biff is British slang for punching or hitting. For some odd reason, it has also become a first name. For some even odder reason, Biff has also become a generic (and possibly ironic) name for a rich kid: Biff, this is Muffy. Muffy, Biff.

VARIATIONS: Bif, Biffe, Byf, Byff, Byffe

FAMOUS BIFFS:Major league baseball is full of Biffs. Biff Pocoroba was a catcher for the Atlanta Braves from 1975 to 1984. Biff Schaller played outfield for the Detroit Tigers and the Chicago White Sox in the first decade of the twentieth century. Biff Schlitzer was a pitcher with the Philadelphia Athletics, the Boston Red Sox, and the Buffalo Buffeds (of the short-lived Federal League) from 1908 to 1914.

Blair MEANING: flat piece of land

{If you wanted another name, you shouldn’t have been born in Kansas.}

GENDER: unisex | ORIGIN: Scottish | RANKING: 973

ETYMOLOGY: Blair is from the Scottish blar, meaning plain. Plain is just a fancy, pleasant-sounding word for a flat, undistinguished, fallow piece of land. It’s good for picnics and not much else. No one wants to be named after a nondescript picnic spot that’s home to legions of ants and other crawling vermin.

VARIATIONS: Blaer, Blaere, Blare, Blayr, Blaire

Blaise MEANING: lisping

{Thith thuckth! I can’t even pronounth my own name!}

GENDER: unisex | ORIGIN: Latin | RANKING: 931

ETYMOLOGY: Blaise is from the Latin blaesus, which means lisp or stammer. On the plus side, this name will be cool to other kids once he gets into high school because it sounds like a verb related to recreational drug use. On the other hand, if anyone discovers what it actually means, Blaise will be the recipient of unkind comments by stupid kids, mostly boys.

VARIATIONS: Balazs, Biagio, Blaize, Blas, Blasius, Blaz

Boris MEANING: short

{I’d pay for lunch, but I’m a little Boris this week.}

GENDER: male | ORIGIN: Turkish | RANKING: not in the top 1,000

ETYMOLOGY: Boris began as a Turkish name, Bogoris, believed to mean short. And as composer Randy Newman once said, “Short people got no reason to live.”

VARIATIONS: Boras, Bore, Bores, Boriss, Borris

FAMOUS BORISES:The most famous Boris, Karloff, was born William Henry Pratt (1887–1969). Karloff’s family thought acting was a lousy profession, so he changed his name.

Brad MEANING: broad, wide

{I’m not Brad, I’m big-boned!}

GENDER: male | ORIGIN: English | RANKING: Bradley is 179. Brad is not in the top 1,000.

ETYMOLOGY: Brad is Old English for broad or wide. This is a good name for a kid who won’t be able to fit in the tub by the time he’s three. Go with Bradley instead. The “ley” on the end is from lea, or clearing. Thus, Bradley means broad clearing.

VARIATIONS: Bradford, Bradley, Brady, Bradd, Brade

FAMOUS BRADS:William Bradley Pitt is one half of tabloid favorites Brangelina.

Bram MEANING: bramble, thicket

{I prefer to think of my hair as a thicket, not a “rat’s nest.”}

GENDER: male | ORIGIN: Irish | RANKING: not in the top 1,000

ETYMOLOGY: Bram derives from a Gaelic word that means bramble or thicket. These are bug-filled places that will scratch up your legs. Who wants to be reminded of that?

VARIATIONS: Braham, Braheim, Brahiem, Brahm, Bramdon

FAMOUS BRAMS:Irish author Abraham “Bram” Stoker sparked a thousand nightmares and a million paranormal teen romance books with 1897’s Dracula.


Strange Names from the Bible


	Abishag can be found in 1 Kings. Abishag tended to King David in his old age before marrying David’s son, Solomon, and her name means “my father strays” in Hebrew. Talk about the sins of the father being revisited …

	Gomer is a woman’s name found in the Book of Hosea. She is Hosea’s wife, and her name in Hebrew means complete. Despite being a prophet’s wife, Gomer is understood to be promiscuous within her marriage.

	Phallu is the name of one of the biblical Reubens’ sons. Reuben was the oldest son of Jacob and Leah. Phallu’s name in Hebrew means distinguished, but it may not be the best, non-giggle- inducing choice for a person’s name.

	Shammuah sounds like a performing whale, but he was one of King David’s sons, and his name means “he that is heard.”

	Zibiah, found in 2 Kings, was a consort of King Ahaziah of Judah and mother of King Jehoash.





Brandon MEANING: broom

{The front porch needs sweeping? Grab the Brandon.}

GENDER: male | ORIGIN: English | RANKING: 47

ETYMOLOGY: Brandon is from an Old English surname meaning hill covered with broom, or straw. Brooms aren’t inherently evil, but most people hate chores, and witches are the beings most associated with brooms.

VARIATIONS: Brendan, Bran, Brand, Brandan, Branton

FAMOUS BRANDONS:Before being drafted by the Cleveland Browns in 2012, quarterback Brandon Weeden was a minor-league baseball pitcher.

Brant MEANING: fiery torch, sword

{We don’t need a playpen. We just let him sit in the corner and play with matches.}

GENDER: male | ORIGIN: Norse | RANKING: not in the top 1,000

ETYMOLOGY: Angry villagers bearing fiery torches and chasing hapless monsters who can’t help being what they are: that’s what Brant is made of. Brant comes from the Norse brandr, meaning sword or fiery torch. If you’re a peacenik, this is not the name for your future bundle of joy. The girl’s name, Brenda, comes from the same source.

VARIATIONS: Brandt, Brannt, Brantley, Brantt, Branton

FAMOUS BRANTS:Businessman and art collector Peter Brant is married to supermodel Stephanie Seymour.

Brayden MEANING: salmon

{At least Brayden will be a good swimmer … especially when he’s going upstream.}

GENDER: unisex | ORIGIN: Irish | RANKING: 37

ETYMOLOGY: Brayden has become an increasingly popular name in recent years, proving that most parents don’t give a flying flip about the meaning of the names they choose for their future progeny. In this case, Brayden comes from the Gaelic word bradan, which means salmon.

VARIATIONS: Braden, Bradan, Braylen, Braedan, Bradin

Brenna MEANING: teardrop

{She brings tears to my eyes … and not in a good way.}

GENDER: female | ORIGIN: Irish | RANKING: 510

ETYMOLOGY: Brenna is from the Gaelic braon, meaning teardrop. How sad!

VARIATIONS: Branna, Brena, Brenah, Brenn, Brenne

FAMOUS BRENNAS:Actress Brenna Roth has lit up the screen in such epics as Killer Biker Chicks (2009) and Hillbilly-Bob Zombie (2009). Yes, these are real films.

Brennan MEANING: teardrop

{No, we are not crying because we’re happy to see you.}

GENDER: male | ORIGIN: Irish | RANKING: 293

ETYMOLOGY: Through all sorts of etymological shifts, the Celtic element braon, meaning teardrop, evolved into the name Brennan. A child bearing this name is sure to give his parents a life of grief, but his sensitivity will make him a total chick magnet.

VARIATIONS: Brendan, Brenan, Brenen, Brennin, Brennon

Brock MEANING: badger

{Pay attention to me! Pay attention to me! Pay attention to me!}

GENDER: male | ORIGIN: English | RANKING: 325

ETYMOLOGY: Brock stems from the Old English brocc, meaning badger. While this may refer to the short-legged member of the weasel family, there’s a good chance that someone named Brock won’t be able to entertain himself and will spend a great deal of time badgering you while you try to talk on the phone, read a book, or catch up on all your DVRd shows.

VARIATIONS: Brockett, Brockie, Brockley, Brockman, Brockton

FAMOUS BROCKS:UFC Heavyweight Champion Brock Lesnar kicked much butt before retiring from the ring in 2011.

Brody MEANING: ditch

{At least it’s not Gaelic for sewer.}

GENDER: male | ORIGIN: Irish | RANKING: 83

ETYMOLOGY: Brody is Gaelic for ditch. If you don’t want your son to end up in one, it might be a good idea to avoid this name.

VARIATIONS: Brodee, Brodey, Brodi, Brodie, Baerde

FAMOUS BRODYS:Brody Jenner, son of Olympic champion Bruce Jenner, has foregone sports for a sparkling career in reality television.

Brogan MEANING: little shoe

{And here are our other kids: Clog, Tap, and Sensible Pump.}

GENDER: unisex | ORIGIN: Irish | RANKING: 777

ETYMOLOGY: Heavy-soled work shoes are awesome … for work. As a name for a child, not so much. Brogan is from a Gaelic word, brog, which means shoe. The an on the end means little. Little Sensible Work Shoe. That is not a name to inspire wonder.

VARIATIONS: Broggan, Braccan, Bracken, Brackin, Brogann

Brooklyn MEANING: broken land

{We’re naming the next one Staten Island Ferry.}

GENDER: female | ORIGIN: Dutch | RANKING: 21

ETYMOLOGY: Ladies named for the NYC borough should know that Brooklyn derives from the Dutch breukelen, meaning broken land. There’s nothing good about things that are broken: broken legs, broken hearts, broken promises. See a theme here?
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BETHANY MEANING: House of | LEAH MEANING: Weary |
poverty | ORIGIN: Hebrew | In this | ORIGIN: Hebrew | Leah derives
economy, why would you want to handi- | from le’ah, a Hebrew word that
cap your child further? Bethany was a | means weary. Thus, Leah’s the perfect
town on the way to Jerusalem at which | name for a family filled with couch
poverty-stricken travelers could find | potatoes. Who needs the outside world
temporary respite during pilgrimages to | when virtual reality is so much easier
the holy to control?

CALVIN MEANING: Bald | ORIGIN: French | Calvin derives from
= the French chauve, which means bald, so go ahead and stock some toupees
along with your purees. And before little Calvin starts preschool, make
sure you've taught him all the latest comb-over techniques.
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