










Welcome to Barron’s Police Officer Exam Flashcards. These portable cards allow you great


flexibility in preparing for your upcoming police officer exam.


This set contains 500 numbered cards covering different question types in 27 sections.


Color tabs help you identify each section. You can pull the cards out of the box and


rearrange them to meet your study needs by using the enclosed ring. Review the cards


when you want, where you want.


For more tips on using these cards, see Section 1, “How to Best Use These Cards.”


Good luck!
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How to Best Use These Cards
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A WORD FROM YOUR AUTHORS


You will see that we repeat ourselves from card to card in certain areas. This repetition of


important facts is intentional because we believe that repetition is at the heart of learning.


We wrote these flashcards to prepare candidates to achieve a high score on a


multiple-choice police officer entrance exam in any jurisdiction in the country.


First, you need to understand the organization of this flashcard set.


Q: How are the flashcards organized?
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A:


THE ORGANIZATION OF THIS PACKET


The flashcards are divided into 27 sections.


• Section 1 contains general information needed to enable you to obtain maximum benefit



from the cards.


• Section 2 contains some time-tested strategies for taking a multiple-choice exam.



• Sections 3-25 contain strategies that allow you to quickly and accurately answer the types



of questions used on police officer exams around the country.


• Section 26 contains a diagnostic test to help you identify the question types, if any, that



you should return to and review.


• Section 27 includes tips for the days leading up to your test.
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CARD NUMBERING


The upper right-hand corner of every card contains a hyphenated number. The first number


refers to the section number of the card, and the second one designates the number of the


card within that particular section. For example, this card is the second card in Section 1.


This numbering system will enable you to quickly find a particular section of cards to review


as your study efforts continue.


The back of this card describes the formatting of cards in Sections 3-25.
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CARD FORMATTING


On official exams, some of the 23 question types covered in these cards will be based on


extremely lengthy material given to you in the test booklet as part of the question. Fitting


that material in its entirety onto flashcards is unwieldy. Nonetheless, we can prepare you


for these question types by condensing the material and explaining the concept behind each


question type.


When we cover these question types, we explain the concept as part of the answer


explanations. When you understand the concept behind these questions, you will be able


to answer them quickly and accurately.
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ABILITIES AND QUESTION TYPES


Every police officer exam is designed to test the candidate’s ability to perform tasks that


experts have concluded are critical to the job of entry-level police officers. Some examples


of such ability areas are Written Expression, Written Comprehension, Information Ordering,


Deductive Reasoning, Inductive Reasoning, and Judgment.


Understanding the relationship between your abilities and the types of questions you will


encounter on a police officer exam will help you prepare for the test.


Q: What, if any, relationship exists between your abilities and the types of questions



you will encounter on the test?
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A: There is an important relationship between the abilities deemed necessary to perform



effectively as a police officer and the types of questions on police officer exams. This


important relationship exists because test writers have developed certain types of questions


to use to assess each of the ability areas.


For example, Sentence Ordering questions are used to test the ability of Information


Ordering and Police Policy questions that are used to test either Deductive or Inductive


Reasoning questions.


As previously mentioned, these cards will specifically train you to deal with 23 different


question types commonly used to assess vital ability areas.
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HOW TO OBTAIN ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE ABOUT YOUR TEST


There is a way to determine ahead of time the question types that will be used on any


particular police officer exam.


Having advance knowledge about the question types used on your exam is extremely valuable


in that it allows you to concentrate your study efforts on these specific question types.


Q: How can you obtain advance information about the question types that will be used



on the exam you will be taking?
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A:


• The testing agency in the jurisdiction conducting the exam generally informs the general



public about an upcoming police officer exam via what is usually called either a “Notice


of Examination,” a “Job Announcement,” or a “Preparation Guide.”


• When the test is professionally developed and administered, this document will contain



significant information about the abilities being tested and the question types that will be


used to assess these abilities.


• This information is also usually posted on the testing agency’s website.



Caution: Unless you have definitive information about the specific question types you will



encounter, you should be ready for any of the 23 question types discussed here.
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QUESTION TYPES



Sections 3-25 address the 23 question types most commonly used on police officer exams.


Q: Why do we need to devote a separate section for each question type?
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A:


• It is necessary to devote a separate section for each question type because there is a



different specific strategy to follow for each of the 23 question types involved.


• Learning the strategies to employ for each question type will greatly increase your chance



of success.


• Note that the first strategy step for all 23 question types is to recognize the question type.



Knowing the various strategies to employ is very helpful only if you know when to


use them.


• This may seem difficult; however, with practice, recognizing the question type will not



be difficult.
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THREE OBJECTIVES OF CARDS IN SECTIONS 3–25



Each of the sections dealing with specific question types contain cards that are designed to


achieve three objectives.


Q: What is the first of these objectives, and why is it important?
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A:


THE FIRST OBJECTIVE


The first objective of each series of cards is to explain how to quickly recognize and identify


the question type. To do this, we describe the question type and then give examples of it.


Remember: Before you can use the strategy for a particular question type, you must be



able to identify the question type, since each question type has its own specific test-taking


strategy.
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THREE OBJECTIVES OF CARDS IN SECTIONS 3-25



Each of the sections dealing with specific question types will contain cards that are designed


to achieve three objectives.


Q: What is the second of these objectives, and why is it important?
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A:


THE SECOND OBJECTIVE


The second objective of each series of cards is to provide a strategy specifically designed


to enable you to quickly and accurately respond to the question type being presented.


Although it may be possible to arrive at the correct answer to questions using a single


answering strategy, it is a time-consuming approach.


Note: Employing a specific strategy will enable you to arrive at the correct answer quickly.
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THREE OBJECTIVES OF CARDS IN SECTIONS 3-25



Each of the sections dealing with specific question types will contain cards that are designed


to achieve three objectives.


Q: What is the third of these objectives, and why is it important?
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A:


THE THIRD OBJECTIVE


The third objective of the cards in Sections 3-25 is to provide practice questions and


explained answers for the question type being examined.


The surest way to determine if you understand an answering strategy is to see if you can


employ the recommended strategy. This is consistent with the axiom, “people learn best


by doing.”


Note: Sections 1 and 2 end with cards that test your understanding of the preceding cards



in those two sections.
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TEST YOUR UNDERSTANDING



Section 26 tests and reinforces your understanding of the most important facts presented


in Sections 3-25. If you cannot readily answer the questions posed on the review cards in



Section 26, you should review the cards in those sections that deal with the question type(s)


involved.


Q: How can you obtain information about the question types that will be used on the



police officer exam you are taking?
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A: Information about the question types on your test can be obtained from the testing



agency in the jurisdiction conducting the exam. This agency informs the general public about


an upcoming police officer exam via a “Notice of Examination,” a “Job Announcement,” or a


“Preparation Guide.”


Barring definitive information about the question types you will encounter during your exam,


you should be ready for any of the 23 question types discussed in this packet.


This job announcement or preparation guide should also contain general information about


the test, such as the time frames involved, procedures for recording responses, and sample


test questions and answer explanations.


SEE CARD 1-4 FOR FURTHER CLARIFICATION.
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TEST YOUR UNDERSTANDING


Q: Why is it beneficial to obtain advance information about the question types that are to



be used on the police officer exam you are taking?
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A: It is beneficial to obtain advance information about the question types that will be used



on the police officer exam you are taking because there is a different specific strategy to


follow for each of the 23 question types involved.


One of the primary benefits of our strategies involves time usage. As you will see in later


sections, following the recommended strategies will not only lead you to the correct answers,


but it will also lead you there quickly. You must be able to select the correct choice in a


timely manner.


When preparing for multiple-choice exams, time management is often overlooked. For this


reason, we address it thoroughly in Section 2.
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SECTION 2


Preparation Strategies
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THE IMPORTANCE OF TEST-TAKING STRATEGIES


Far too many candidates taking a police officer entrance exam do not recognize the


importance of test-taking strategies. Unfortunately, many of these candidates do not fare as


well on the test as they should simply because they made one or more strategic test-taking


errors. Do not let this happen to you.


Q: What are the two general sets of strategies you should follow to ensure maximum



success on your police officer multiple-choice examination?
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A: To ensure maximum success on your police officer exam, you should learn two general



sets of strategies.


1. The first strategy set is a comprehensive plan for handling multiple-choice questions since



virtually all police officer exams use a multiple-choice format. Note that this strategy


includes a time-management strategy, which is of critical importance.


2. The second strategy set involves an individual plan to answer each of the 23 different



question types that we highlight in these flashcards and that are used on police officer


exams all over the country.
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STRATEGIES FOR TAKING COMPUTER-BASED EXAMS


We have already stressed the extreme importance of learning all you can ahead of time


about the exam you will be taking. This includes finding out if your exam will be given in


the traditional paper-and-pencil format or in a computer-based format.


Q: What is the first rule to follow should you determine that you are taking a



computer-based multiple-choice exam?
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A:


FIRST RULE FOR TAKING COMPUTER-BASED MULTIPLE-CHOICE EXAMS


Plan to be flexible.


Presently, there is no standard method of structuring computer-based exams. It is a mistake


to believe that all you have to do is learn how one such test was administered. You must


approach each computer-based test you take with a flexible attitude.


As time goes by, standardization will probably occur. For now, however, you must under-


stand that an essential element of preparing for every computer-based test you take is to


learn ahead of time as much as possible about the computer process that will be used for


the exam.
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STRATEGIES FOR TAKING COMPUTER-BASED EXAMS (CON’T.)


Many of the most widely used computer-based multiple-choice exams, like the GMAT, have


tutorials to familiarize the candidate with the specific test interface used for each such test.


Candidates scheduled to take a computer-based police officer exam should seek out these


tutorials and learn from them.


Remember that you want to be able to focus on seeking out the answers rather than having


to focus on familiarizing yourself with the format of the test.


Q: What is a recommended way to find out more about the test format?
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A: To find out more about the test format, you should contact the testing agency and ask



about the test format.


Try to view a tutorial before test day if you will be taking a computer-based exam.


You should know the following details about the test ahead of time:


• Are any written directions available before test day?



• How do you take notes during the exam?



• How do you bookmark questions to return to them quickly?



• How do you select your answers?



• How do you change an already selected answer?
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STRATEGIES FOR HANDLING MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS


There are very specific test-taking strategies for a multiple-choice exam. These strategies will


serve you well on any multiple-choice test. The strategies apply to both paper-and-pencil


tests and the computer-based exam. However, since there is no standardized computer test-


taking program, learn the pencil-and-paper strategies and apply them as best you can to the


computer program you are using on test day.


Although some of the strategies may seem complex, if you take the time to master them, you


will likely find yourself on the top of the list when it is published.


• The first strategy is to carefully read the test and question instructions.



Q: What is the difference between test instructions and question instructions?
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A:


TEST INSTRUCTIONS VS. QUESTION INSTRUCTIONS


• Test instructions are a set of general instructions that govern the entire exam and should be



read before you start answering questions.


• Question instructions are found throughout the test before each question or series of



questions that requires specific instructions. They govern the taking of each series of


questions and often indicate what question type you are dealing with.


If you are taking a computer-based test, pay special attention to instructions dealing with


the format of the exam.
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STRATEGIES FOR HANDLING MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS


At the start of the test, make sure you have the entire test. If you don’t have a complete


exam, inform a test monitor immediately.


If taking a paper-and-pencil exam, do not make extraneous markings on your answer sheet.


Note: There is a distinct difference between making extraneous markings on your answer



sheet and making notes in your test booklet. Good test-taking strategy demands that you


make certain notations in your test booklet.


Q: What test-taking error has probably caused more failures than any other?



[image: ]


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3









A: The most common error is entering answers in the wrong space on the answer sheet. One



mistake usually results in multiple errors until you recognize the problem. Use the following


process to avoid this error.


• Select your answer, circle that choice on the test booklet, and ask yourself what question



number you are working on.


• If you select Choice C as the answer to question 11, circle Choice C on the test booklet,



and say to yourself, “C is the answer to question 11.”


• Find the space on your answer sheet for question 11, and again say, “C is the answer to



question 11,” as you mark the answer.
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STRATEGIES FOR HANDLING MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS


Distractors are what examiners call incorrect choices. Every multiple-choice test usually has


one “best” distractor, which is very close to being correct. Many times this “best” distractor


comes before the correct choice. Therefore, don’t automatically select the first choice that


seems to answer the question. Always read all choices before you select an answer.


When you must guess at an answer, you can often select the correct choice by understanding


that absolute words tend to appear more often in incorrect choices and that limiting words


tend to appear more often in correct choices.


Q: What is the difference between absolute words and limiting words?
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A: Absolute words are all-encompassing words. They are very broad and difficult to defend.



Examples: never, always, only, none, all, any, nothing, everyone, nobody, and everybody.


Limiting words are selective words and are easier to defend. Examples: usually, sometimes,



many, generally, some, often, few, possible, and occasionally.



CAUTION: Never make a choice based on frequency of answers. These exams are not



designed to have an equal number of A, B, C, and D answers.


Also, always answer a question without regard to what the previous lettered choices


have been.
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STRATEGIES FOR HANDLING MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS


Record your decision on each choice for every question the first time through the test, as


shown on the back of this card. The concept is simple: Record your thoughts on each choice


as you select it to do a speedy review of the questions.


When you select an answer for a question that gave you difficulty, put an asterisk or star next


to the question in the test booklet. This makes it easier to find and review the question after


you have completed the exam.


Q: What three decisions can you make for each answer choice you review?
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A: There are three possible decisions you can make for each choice. You believe that a



certain choice either (1) is not the answer, (2) is the answer, or (3) may or may not be


the answer.


To save time, record your decision for each choice as you first review it:


• Put an X through the letter designation of those choices you believe are not the answer.



• Circle the letter designation of the choice you believe is the answer.



• Do not mark in any way choices you believe may or may not be the answer.
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STRATEGIES FOR HANDLING MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS


• If you have a circle around one choice and an X through the remaining choices after your



review of all choices, you have determined the answer and should carefully transpose the


answer to the answer sheet. See Card 2-5.


• If you are left with more than one possible answer after the initial review, reread those



choices you did NOT put an X through. Many times, the answer will be clear when you


read the remaining choices a second time.


Q: If, after the second review of the choices, you still have not picked an answer, should



you skip over this question?
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A: No. Skipping questions can lead to trouble. Instead, guess at the answer by selecting a



choice that you did not put an X through. Then, put a circle around the question number in


the test booklet, or bookmark the question if you are taking a computer-based test. These


tactics make the question easy to return to after you complete answering all of the questions


your first time through the exam.


• First, return to and deal with the questions you guessed at your first time through



the exam.


• Then, review and deal with the group of questions you had difficulty answering.



See Card 2-7.


• When you return to the questions you guessed at and/or the questions you had difficulty



answering, reread the answer choices you did not initially cross out with an X. On this


second pass, the correct answer is often easy to determine. If you decide to change an


already selected answer, do so carefully.


Never spend too much time on any one question.
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STRATEGIES FOR HANDLING MULTIPLE CHOICE-QUESTIONS


• Never leave questions unanswered except in the rare situation when the instructions



indicate a penalty for incorrect answers.


• If you still have time left after you have dealt with those questions you guessed at, review



all the questions you had difficulty answering. See Card 2-7.


• Reviewing questions should be easy if you have followed our recommendation to put an X



through those choices you are certain cannot be the correct choice.


• If you still have time left, begin a general review of every question on the test. The primary



purpose of this review should be to look for careless mistakes.


Q: Are there guidelines to help you when making an educated guess?
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A: Yes, guessing increases your chance of picking the correct answers if you use the following



guidelines:


• Never consider answer choices that you have already eliminated.



• Look for words that give you clues as to which choice might be right or wrong.



See Card 2-6.


• Always eliminate choices that are too close in meaning to each other.



• Be aware that an answer choice that has significantly more or significantly fewer words



than the other choices is very often the correct choice.


• Be very reluctant to change answers when reviewing questions where you did not guess.



See Card 2-8. Experience has shown that all too often people change an answer from


the right one to the wrong one.


[image: ]


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3









2-10


DEVELOPMENT OF A TIME-MANAGEMENT PLAN


People run out of time on multiple-choice exams because they do not follow a time-


management plan. Such a plan is quite easy to develop and even easier to implement.


Not systematically monitoring time on a multiple-choice exam invites failure.


Bear in mind that some tests contain separately timed components. Such a test requires


separate time-management plans.


Q: What is the primary goal of a time-management plan, and what two facts are needed



to develop one for a multiple-choice exam?
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A: The primary goal of a time-management plan is to determine the average number of



minutes you should spend on each question and then to use that information throughout


the test to guard against running out of time.


In order to develop a time-management plan, you must know:


• The number of questions on the exam



• The amount of time allotted to complete the test



Many times you will not have this information until the day of the test. Because it is a


relatively simple task, you can easily develop your time-management plan on test day before


you begin to answer any questions.
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DEVELOPMENT OF A TIME-MANAGEMENT PLAN


The idea behind the plan is (a) to allow for time at the end of the test to go back to


questions you guessed at as well as those you had difficulty answering (see Cards 2-8 and



2-9), (b) to calculate the average amount of time you should spend on each question, and


(c) to monitor your time usage from the start of the test.


Q: What are the three steps to follow when developing a time-management plan for a



multiple-choice test that has 100 questions and a time limit of 4 hours?
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A:


1. Convert the time allowed to minutes and put 30 minutes aside. These 30 minutes are



to review questions you have guessed at and/or had difficulty answering. See Cards 2-7



and 2-8. So, 4 hours equals 240 minutes, minus 30 minutes equals 210 minutes left to


answer 100 questions.


2. Divide 210 minutes by 100 questions to determine that you should spend approximately



2 minutes on each question.


3. Check your time usage every 10 questions. After you have answered the first 10 questions,



no more than 20 minutes should have passed. After 20 questions, no more than 40


minutes should have passed, and so forth. Speed up if needed.
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TEST YOUR UNDERSTANDING


The final cards in this section are meant to add to, test, and reinforce your understanding


of the most important facts presented in previous cards in this section. If you cannot


readily answer these questions, consult the earlier card(s) that deal with the subject matter


involved. To help you to do this, each of these review cards contains a cross reference to the


appropriate subject matter card.


Q: What general sets of strategies should you learn and follow when taking



a multiple-choice police officer exam?
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A: There are two general sets of strategies to follow when preparing to take a multiple-choice



examination.


• The first strategy set facilitates your handling of multiple-choice examinations. See




Cards 2-5 through 2-9.


• The second strategy set enables you to answer each of the 21 different question types,



which are presented in these flashcards and used on police officer exams all over the


country.


The primary benefit of following these strategies involves time usage. Selecting the right


choice to a question is, of course, critical. But the real challenge is selecting the right choice


in a timely fashion. Following our suggested strategies will equip you to meet this challenge.


SEE CARD 2-1 FOR FURTHER CLARIFICATION.
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TEST YOUR UNDERSTANDING


In our experience, some candidates are so eager to start answering questions on their test


that they gloss over the instructions that appear throughout the test. Don’t be one of those


candidates! Pay strict attention to test-day instructions.


Q: What are the two major categories of instructions you will encounter on your police



officer exam?
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A:


1. Test instructions are general instructions that govern the entire test and are to be read



before you start answering questions.


2. Question instructions govern the answering of questions that require specific



instructions.


•Do not assume you know what the instructions are without reading them.



•Make sure you have a complete test booklet.



•Do not hesitate to ask questions of the test room monitor if you are in any way unsure



about the instructions.


SEE CARD 2-4 FOR FURTHER CLARIFICATION.
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TEST YOUR UNDERSTANDING


Assume you are taking a multiple-choice examination that has 130 questions and a time


limit of 5 hours.


Q1: How much time would you set aside to review the test after you have completed it?


Q2: What is the average number of minutes you should allow to answer each question?


Q3: How often should you check on your time usage during the exam?
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A1: You should allow at least 30 minutes to review the test after you have completed it.



A2: The total time allowed is 300 minutes. Subtract the 30 minutes for review, leaving you



with 270 minutes. Divide 270 minutes by 130 questions to determine that you have an


average of about 2 minutes to answer each question.


A3: You should then check your time usage every 10 questions. After you have answered 10



questions, you should have used no more than 20 minutes; after answering 20 questions,


you should have used no more than 40 minutes; and so forth. Speed up if necessary.


SEE CARD 2-11 FOR FURTHER CLARIFICATION.
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TEST YOUR UNDERSTANDING


If you followed our suggested time-management plan, you should have at least 30 minutes


to review the test. Review your work in the following order:


1. Questions that you guessed at. See Card 2-8.



2. Questions that you had trouble answering. See Card 2-7.



3. All questions to look for careless mistakes. Keep up such a review until the exam ends.



Use all of your time.


Q: Should you record your thoughts on every choice as you work your way through your



exam the first time?
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A: Yes. For every choice starting with question 1, you should use a sort of shorthand to



record your thoughts, as indicated below. Such a recording will allow you to more efficiently


review your test.


• Never answer a question before considering all of the choices.



• If you believe a particular choice is wrong, put an X through its letter designation and do



not consider that choice again. This is the primary time saver.


• Circle the letter designation of a choice you select as the answer.



• Do not mark any choices that you believe may or may not be the answer.



SEE CARD 2-7 FOR FURTHER CLARIFICATION.
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TEST YOUR UNDERSTANDING


Q: Should you skip questions that you cannot answer the first time through the test after



having read all the choices twice?
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A: No. Skipping a question can lead to errors on your answer sheet. You may also run out of



time before you get to choose an answer for the question(s) you skipped.


• Initially guess at a question you cannot answer by selecting a choice you have not put an



X through to indicate it is NOT the answer. Put a circle around the question number in


the test booklet, or bookmark it on a computer-based test.


• When you complete the test, return first to these questions and reevaluate your selected



answer. If your reevaluation leads to your changing the recorded answer, do so very


carefully.


SEE CARD 2-8 FOR FURTHER CLARIFICATION.
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TEST YOUR UNDERSTANDING


As discussed on Card 2-16, the first group of questions to return to after completing the


test is those you guessed at.


Q: What is the second group of questions you should return to for review purposes?
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A: Time permitting, the second group of questions you should return to for review purposes



are those that you had difficulty answering.


• It should be easy to find these questions if you put a star or an asterisk next to the



question in the test booklet.


• When you return to this group of questions, do NOT consider those choices that have



an X through them.


• If upon review of such questions you are certain you chose the wrong answer, change your



answer carefully according to instructions.


• Remember, however, to be reluctant to change answers. Only change answers based



on certainty.


SEE CARD 2-7 FOR FURTHER CLARIFICATION.
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SECTION 3


Vocabulary in a Police Setting
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DESCRIPTION OF VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING QUESTIONS


Police officers need to read and interpret written information. This requires them to


understand and be familiar with words and terms that are generally used by everyone


and, more important, that are specifically used in written information appearing in a


police setting.


Vocabulary questions are used to test Written Expression ability.


Q: How are candidates for entry-level police positions tested in this area?
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A: Examiners usually test vocabulary in one of two ways:



Type A: A sentence is given with a word missing. Your job is to select the word from several



choices that best completes the sentence.


Type B: A word is presented and you must select from several choices the word that has the



same meaning as the word being presented.
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VOCABULARY IN A POLICE SETTING


Q: Why have we made Vocabulary-in-Police-Setting questions the first question type



to be reviewed?
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A: First, throughout the different question types, you will be required to recognize and



understand words. In a sense, words are the “tools and building blocks” of your preparation


effort. Familiarizing yourself with words used in a police setting early on will only make the


rest of your job easier.


Second, as you will see from the two types of example practice questions that follow,


examiners actually use question types that directly test the ability to recognize and


understand words used in a police setting.


• Card 3-3 gives an example of a Type A Vocabulary-in-Police-Setting question.



• Card 3-4 gives an example of a Type B Vocabulary-in-Police-Setting question.
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EXAMPLE OF A TYPE A VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING QUESTION


Police departments are semi-military organizations with precisely fixed policies and


procedures. As such, new recruits must become familiar with


____________ rules that


make up such policies and procedures.


Which of the following words best completes the preceding sentence?


(A) indistinct


(B) stated


(C) many


(D) old
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(B) If policies and procedures are precisely fixed, then the word that best completes the



sentence is stated. The answer is Choice B.


Choice A, indistinct, means not sharply outlined or not clear, which is the opposite of


precisely fixed and, therefore, not the answer.


Choice C suggests that rules are many, whereas Choice D suggests that rules are old. Both are


incorrect choices because neither one best completes the sentence and supports the notion


that police departments have precisely fixed rules and procedures.
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EXAMPLE OF A TYPE B VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING QUESTION


Which of the following choices best describes germane?


(A) Grave


(B) Pertinent


(C) Grievous


(D) Frivolous
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(B) The answer is Choice B, pertinent.



Choice A, grave, means serious. Choice C, grievous, means serious. Choice D, frivolous, means


superficial or irrelevant. None of these choices is the answer.


Note: After reviewing the correct answer choices to Type B questions dealing with



Vocabulary-in-Police-Setting questions, make sure to review the incorrect choices. This will


help you to recognize and understand other words that might be used in a police setting.
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STRATEGY FOR ANSWERING VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING


QUESTIONS


As a general strategy while preparing for your exam, have a dictionary at your side. Look up


any word you’re not 100% sure of. Do it immediately! Don’t put it off until later. Do it right


away. This serves two purposes.


1. It helps you to comprehend the meaning of what you are in the middle of reading.



2. It fights against the archenemy of good study habits—procrastination.



Turn this card over for some specific strategies for answering this question type.
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SPECIFIC STRATEGIES FOR ANSWERING TYPE A QUESTIONS


• Remember to scan quickly the sentence with the omitted word to get a flavor for the



meaning of the sentence. This will help you pick a choice that fits the intent of what is


being presented to you.


• Then use a process of deselection. That is, eliminate the choices you recognize as incorrect.



Even if you believe you know the correct choice, take the time to rule out the choices


you believe are incorrect by mentally defining the choices you are eliminating. This will


reinforce your belief that the answer choice you ultimately select as correct is, in fact, the


best choice to select and fits the intended meaning of the sentence.



• If you are completely stumped by a vocabulary question, be on the lookout for two



answer choices that are totally opposite; often, one of them is going to be the correct


choice.
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TYPE A VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING PRACTICE QUESTION


Because the legislature wanted to establish a new law dealing with bank stickups, they


_________ a new robbery law.


Which of the following words best completes the preceding sentence?


(A) enacted


(B) abetted


(C) abated


(D) excised
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(A) From the reading, you recognize that the legislature intends to establish the new law.



Choice A, enacted, is the answer. It best completes the sentence because enacted means to


be established by law or legislated.


The remaining choices are incorrect:


Choice B, abetted, means to have encouraged or helped another, usually in committing


a crime.


Choice C, abated, means to have terminated.


Choice D, excised, means to have removed something. Here a law was added or established,


not removed.


Remember: Eliminate the wrong choices—deselect! This also helps you to recognize and



understand more words that might be used in a police setting.
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TYPE A VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING PRACTICE QUESTION


The hostage taker’s demands were considered


________ mainly because they were too


numerous.


Which of the following words best completes the preceding sentence?


(A) dangerous


(B) costly


(C) excessive


(D) frivolous
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(C) From the reading, you recognize that the demands were too numerous. Choice C,



excessive, is the answer. It best completes the sentence because excessive means too many.



The remaining choices are incorrect:


Choice A, dangerous, means unsafe. There is nothing in the sentence to support any danger


with the hostage taker’s demands. Don’t read in information that isn’t there.


Choice B, costly, means expensive. There is nothing to support that either.


Choice D, frivolous, means silly or thoughtless, but nothing supports this notion.
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TYPE A VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING PRACTICE QUESTION


Because the defendant was cleared of any wrongdoing, the court


_______ him of all charges.


Which of the following words best completes the preceding sentence?


(A) denounced


(B) exonerated


(C) informed


(D) demeaned
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(B) Scanning the reading, you recognize that the defendant has not done anything wrong.



Choice B, exonerated, is the answer. It best completes the sentence because exonerated means


freed of blame, or acquitted.


The remaining choices are incorrect:


Choice A, denounced, means accused. This is the opposite of what happened—namely, the


defendant was cleared, not accused. That’s the opposite of Choice B.



Choice C, informed, means notified. There’s no need to inform someone about something


he’s not going to be charged with.


Choice D, demeaned, means humiliated. This is clearly not the intent of the sentence.
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TYPE A VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING PRACTICE QUESTION


The judge found the act to have no legal force or effect and correctly referred to it


as a


__________.


Which of the following words best completes the preceding sentence?


(A) hazard


(B) slander


(C) transgression


(D) nullity
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(D) Scanning the reading, you recognize that the act is seen to be without legal force or



effect. Choice D, nullity, is the answer. It best completes the sentence because nullity means


an act that has no legal force or effect.


The remaining choices are incorrect:


Choice A, hazard, means a risk. Here, the act is invalid; it certainly can’t be seen as a risk.


Choice B, slander, means an insult, which is far from the intent of the sentence.


Choice C, transgression, means wrongdoing. In this case, the judge found the act to be invalid,


certainly not some type of misbehavior.
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TYPE A VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING PRACTICE QUESTION


When responding to a dispute, the officers tried to make the situation better by attempting


to


_________ it.


Which of the following words best completes the preceding sentence?


(A) flout


(B) ameliorate


(C) quash


(D) circumvent
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(B) Scanning the reading, you recognize that the officers are trying to make something



better. Choice B, ameliorate, is the answer. Ameliorate means to improve or make something


better, which is the intent of the sentence.


The remaining choices are incorrect:


Choice A, flout, means to ignore something. That’s not how the officers are trying to make


something better.


Choice C, quash, means to crush something. This is far from the intent of the sentence.


Choice D, circumvent, means to avoid something. However, the officers are trying to make


something better, not avoid it.
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TYPE A VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING PRACTICE QUESTION


The officer believed the robber’s confession was truthful because the robber made it


during the robber’s last minutes of life while the robber was


______________.


Which of the following words best completes the preceding sentence?


(A) in extremis


(B) comatose


(C) indeterminate


(D) indistinct
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(A) The officer believes the confession of a dying person. Choice A, in extremis, is the answer.



In a police setting, in extremis means at death’s door, a time when great credence is given to


a person’s last words.


The remaining choices are incorrect:


Choice B, comatose, means passed out. A confession certainly could not be given under


these circumstances. Choice C, indeterminate, and Choice D, indistinct, both mean


unclear—obviously not a condition leading an officer to believe a confession being


made by a dying person.
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TYPE A VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING PRACTICE QUESTION


Because the burglar constantly relapsed into criminal activity, the police correctly labeled


him a/an


_____________.


Which of the following words best completes the preceding sentence?


(A) recidivist


(B) panderer


(C) extortionist


(D) arsonist
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(A) This sentence is about someone who repeatedly commits crimes. Choice A, recidivist, is



the answer. Recidivist means reoffender.


The remaining choices are incorrect:


Choice B, panderer, is a pimp, as in the crime of prostitution.


Choice C, extortionist, is a coercer.


Choice D, arsonist, is someone who illegally damages property by setting fires. While Choices


B, C, and D all refer to people who are engaged in illegal activity, they might not necessarily


be repeat offenders. Remember the strategy—quickly scan the sentence with the omitted


word. Get a feel for the meaning of the sentence. This helps in correctly completing the


sentence.
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TYPE A VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING PRACTICE QUESTION


The drug dealer


_________________the undercover police officer after shooting and


seriously wounding her.


Which of the following words best completes the preceding sentence?


(A) lauded


(B) accosted


(C) extolled


(D) acclaimed
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(B) The sentence is about someone injuring an undercover police officer. Choice B, accosted,



is the answer. Accosted means approached or confronted.


The remaining choices are incorrect:


Choice A, lauded, Choice C, extolled, and Choice D, acclaimed, all mean praised. Obviously,


praise is not part of the agenda of someone shooting and seriously wounding someone else.
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TYPE B VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING PRACTICE QUESTION


Which of the following choices best describes to divest?


(A) To refute


(B) To rid


(C) To proffer


(D) To add
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(B) The correct answer is Choice B, to rid.



The following choices are incorrect: Choice A, to refute, means to disprove. Choice C, to



proffer, means to offer. Choice D, to add, means to include, which is the opposite of the



correct answer.


Note: After reviewing the correct answer choice to a Type B practice question dealing with



Vocabulary in a Police Setting, make sure to review the incorrect choices also. This will


enable you to recognize and understand other words that might be used in a police setting.
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TYPE B VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING PRACTICE QUESTION


Which of the following choices best describes affinity?



(A) Kinship


(B) Authentic


(C) Approximation


(D) Ultimatum
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(A) The correct answer is Choice A, kinship.



The following choices are incorrect:


Choice B, authentic, means genuine.


Choice C, approximation, means estimate.


Choice D, ultimatum, means the last word or final demand.
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TYPE B VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING PRACTICE QUESTION


Which of the following choices best describes capital crimes?



(A) Criminal wrongdoing committed only by elected officials


(B) Any crime violating federal law


(C) All crimes punishable by death


(D) Any crime committed in the nation’s capital
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(C) The correct answer is Choice C, All crimes punishable by death.



The remaining Choices A, B, and D are incorrect. In Choices B and D, note the use of the


word any. As a test-taking technique, be wary whenever that word is used in your exam. In


this case, its use is what makes Choices B and D incorrect. While it is true that capital crimes


can violate federal law and also can be committed in the nation’s capital, that doesn’t hold


true for any crime violating federal law or any crime committed in the nation’s capital.
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TYPE B VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING PRACTICE QUESTION


Which of the following choices best describes singular?



(A) Unusual


(B) Sober


(C) Solvent


(D) Nearly
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(A) The correct answer is Choice A, unusual.



The following choices are incorrect:


Choice B, sober, means serious.


Choice C, solvent, means being able to pay one’s debts.


Choice D, nearly, means almost.
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TYPE B VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING PRACTICE QUESTION


Which of the following choices best describes forthwith?



(A) Maltreatment


(B) Reckless


(C) Immediately


(D) Tardy
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(C) The correct answer is Choice C, immediately.



The following choices are incorrect:


Choice A, maltreatment, means abuse.


Choice B, reckless, means irresponsible.


Choice D, tardy, means slow or unhurried, which is the opposite of the correct answer,


immediately. Remember, if you determine that the meanings of two of the choices are



direct opposites of each other, often one of them will be your answer.
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TYPE B VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING PRACTICE QUESTION


Which of the following choices best describes to advocate?


(A) To support


(B) To challenge


(C) To deny


(D) To distribute


[image: ]


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3









(A) The correct answer is Choice A, to support.



The following choices are incorrect:


Choice B, to challenge, means to resist.


Choice C, to deny, means to prevent.


Choice D, to distribute, means to supply.
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TYPE B VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING PRACTICE QUESTION


Which of the following choices best describes a peer?


(A) An elder


(B) An equal


(C) A denial


(D) A disciple
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(B) The correct answer is Choice B, an equal.



The following choices are incorrect:


Choice A, an elder, means an aged one.


Choice C, a denial, means a rejection.



Choice D, a disciple, means a follower.
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TYPE B VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING PRACTICE QUESTION


Which of the following choices best describes a frisk?


(A) A search


(B) A breeze


(C) An opening


(D) A permit
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(A) The correct answer is Choice A, a search.



The following choices are incorrect:


Choice B, a breeze, means a wind.


Choice C, an opening, means a start or a gap.



Choice D, a permit, means a license.
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TYPE B VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING PRACTICE QUESTION


Which of the following choices best describes furtive?


(A) Quick


(B) Sneaky


(C) Complete


(D) Deep
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(B) The correct answer is Choice B, sneaky.



The following choices are incorrect:


Choice A, quick, means swift.


Choice C, complete, means total.



Choice D, deep, means great.
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TYPE B VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING PRACTICE QUESTION


Which of the following choices best describes to canvass?


(A) To determine opinions


(B) To catch a case


(C) To tail a suspect


(D) To perform a stakeout
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(A) The correct answer is Choice A, to determine opinions.



The following choices are incorrect:


Choice B, to catch a case, means to be assigned to an investigation.


Choice C, to tail a suspect, means to follow someone.


Choice D, to perform a stakeout, means to continually watch or surveil a location.
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TYPE B VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING PRACTICE QUESTION


Which of the following choices best describes to infer?


(A) To follow


(B) To mask


(C) To deduce


(D) To assemble
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(C) The correct answer is Choice C, to deduce.



The following choices are incorrect:


Choice A, to follow, means to monitor.


Choice B, to mask, means to disguise.


Choice D, to assemble, means to accumulate or convene.
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TYPE B VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING PRACTICE QUESTION


Which of the following choices best describes an accomplice?


(A) A follower


(B) A collaborator


(C) A protagonist


(D) An assembler


[image: ]


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3









(B) The correct answer is Choice B, a collaborator.



The following choices are incorrect:


Choice A, a follower, means a fan.


Choice C, a protagonist, means a central character.


Choice D, an assembler, means one who compiles or builds things.
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TYPE B VOCABULARY-IN-POLICE-SETTING PRACTICE QUESTION
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