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  How ‘Read a Play’ works

  This is a series of stories that were written to be read together. Large pages of text can be intimidating for a young reader but broken down into small chunks and shared with someone can help to make the experience of reading more enjoyable. Also, readers need to remain engaged with the story to see when their parts are coming up. Just long enough to be read and enjoyed in one go, each story has a satisfying ending you and your children will love.

  Before you begin, choose between you who will read the part of each of the characters in the story. Talk about the style of voice you think they would have and try out a funny voice or accent for each of them before you start. Then, simply read it out loud like a play with the most confident reader reading the narration.


  Read a play – Story one

  The Spaceship Saga!

  List of characters:

  Sam – A very brave boy who loves exploring with his twin sister

  Sassie – More nervous than her twin brother but she always follows Sam

  Yarg – An alien from outer space who speaks very good English

  Cameron – The director who eventually befriends the two children

  Sassie and Sam were spending their summer holidays at Grumpy Uncle Gary’s house. Their mum was at work so he looked after them every day. They really didn’t like Grumpy Uncle Gary. He never wanted to play with them and he never suggested fun things to do. Most days he was snoring in front of the TV, so the twins had to think of something fun to do.

  Sam: I’m bored. Let’s do something exciting today. How about we go searching for treasure? We could sneak Uncle Gary’s metal detector out of the shed. If we put it back afterwards he’ll never know.

  Sassie: That’s a great idea! You go get it though. I’m too scared.

  Sam: Okay, you stay here and call me if he wakes up.

  Sassie waits in the living room watching her uncle snore. A drop of drool from his mouth slithers down onto his shirt. Sassie grimaces. A few moments later Sam comes back with a rusty-looking metal detector in his hand. Without saying a word they walk quickly and quietly out of the house and towards the fields. As soon as they are out of the house they decide what to do.
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  Sam: We’ve never been over that way before.

  Sam points towards an area thick with trees about a mile walk away from where they are stood.

  Sam: It’s a long way but there could be all sorts of hidden treasures in those woods. Uncle Gary will be asleep for hours and he won’t even notice we’re gone.

  Sassie: Okay, but if we get in trouble I’ll tell him it was your idea.

  Sam: Come on. Stop being such a wimp. Let’s have some fun!

  Sam starts running down the hill holding the metal detector above his head. After a moment of hesitation, Sassie runs down the hill after him. They run like that for half a mile before stopping for breath on the edge of the woods.

  Sassie: Right, let me use the metal detector first. I want to find some treasure to take to school for show and tell.

  Sam: No way. I’m going first. You were too scared to get it from the shed.

  [image: ]

  The rusty old metal detector crackles as Sam switches it on. This makes Sassie flinch. He points it towards the ground and begins walking deeper into the woods. Checking behind her, Sassie follows. Suddenly the detector makes a loud buzz, buzz, buzz sound.

  Sam: There’s something here! Get digging. Use your hands.

  Both children begin digging into the soil excitedly. Pretty soon they found what had made the metal detector buzz. It was an old can of pop. Disappointed, they throw the can back and start off again.
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