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Introduction





“Amados Compatriotas”—Beloved Fellow Patriots. With these words Alejo García Conde, Commanding General of the Internal Provinces of the West, advised New Mexicans that Mexico’s long and difficult struggle for independence from Spain was over and called for the unity that would be needed to sustain and nourish their newfound liberty. The full text of García Conde’s message and a brief outline of New Mexico’s introduction to Mexican independence will be found in the opening chapter.


García Conde’s message opens roll one of the Calendar of the Mexican Archives of New Mexico 1821–1846.1 The Mexican Archives of New Mexico consist of forty-three rolls of microfilm containing thousands of administrative, military, judicial, and financial records that tell us much about the brief but defining twenty-five years during which New Mexico transitioned from being part of the Spanish Empire to a short-lived Mexican Empire and finally, a nascent republic, before being assumed as a territory of the United States. This documentary treasure encompasses the correspondence and reports of governors and myriad government officials that provide the minutiae of governance. These include numerous records that describe New Mexico’s often contentious relations, and the constant state of war it endured, with the native peoples who inhabited and surrounded the often-beleaguered territory. And of some importance, the countless details of the impact of trappers, adventurers, entrepreneurs, and traders who made their way to New Mexico over the Santa Fe Trail as soon as independence was achieved, and subsequently, how the nascent Mexican government struggled to regulate and control this trade while growing increasingly dependent on the revenue it produced.


The sixty-three essays published here first appeared as monthly columns beginning with the November 6, 1992, issue of Santa Fe Pride, a bimonthly newspaper published by the late Amy Manning. Amy approached me while I was still serving as the New Mexico state historian at the State Records Center and Archives in Santa Fe and asked if I would contribute a regular column about New Mexico history and its historic characters. This was an opportunity I had sought for some time, a task that fit well with the state historian’s role in enhancing the public’s knowledge and appreciation of New Mexico’s history and its cultural resources—especially those priceless documentary resources that constitute our Spanish, Mexican, and Territorial-­era archives.


I also had in mind a title for the column—“Voices From the Past.” I often say the title comes from the real and imagined noises that emanated from the old joists and overloaded wooden floors of the warehouse and basement that constituted the archive vault at the old Ilfeld warehouse on the corner of Montezuma Avenue and Guadalupe Street in Santa Fe, where the original State Records Center and Archives was established in the early 1960s. In my imagination, however, the countless pages of letters, reports, and ledgers that filled the archive shelves, some dating back to the seventeenth century, whispered to me that they had countless stories to tell: voices from the past, straining to be heard.


In 1998 the State Records Center and Archives was transferred from the old building on Montezuma to the new, state-of-the-art Governor Garrey Carruthers building on Camino Carlos Rey, which also houses the New Mexico State Library. At the new facility, the chain and padlock that secured the rickety sliding door to the basement vault was replaced with an electronically activated lock that allows entry into a clean, well-lit, modern storage vault. When the door is opened, there is a sort of “whoosh,” a rush of air caused by the difference in air pressure between the entrance hall and the dedicated HVAC system that controls the temperature and humidity of the vault where the archives are kept. When I first heard that sound, it seemed as if all those voices that simply groaned and whispered at the old location had awakened and now shouted with a sort of refreshing glee—voices that beckoned us to enter and discover anew the endless variety of untold stories of the little-known or forgotten aspects of New Mexico’s history and the people that lived it.


“Voices From the Past” columns appeared regularly in Santa Fe Pride until February 1996, when the paper ceased publication. Soon afterward, Gerard and Janet Iff asked me to continue the monthly articles for Round the Roundhouse: New Mexico State Employees’ Newspaper, and the column resumed in this new venue with the August 29, 1996, issue. The column has since achieved several milestones: the one-hundredth column in 2002; number two hundred little less than a decade later, in 2010; and by the time this volume is published, the column will have surpassed three decades of publication and more than three hundred columns as Round the Roundhouse continues under the ownership of the late John Hetzler and his wife, Carol.


Amados Compatriotas is the fourth volume of the “Voices From the Past” monthly columns the author has published in Santa Fe Pride and Round the Roundhouse since 1992. The first volume, now out of print, was published in 2004 by the University of New Mexico Press. It is a compilation of thirty-seven early columns under the title UFOs Over Galisteo and Other Stories of New Mexico History. The title comes from an 1880 newspaper story about the reported sighting of “A Mysterious Aerial Phantom” in the sky above Galisteo, southeast of Santa Fe. A second volume of “Voices From the Past” columns was published in 2017 by Rio Grande Books under the title Voices From the Past: The Comanche Raid of 1776 & Other Tales of New Mexico History. This second volume of “Voices” columns has earned critical acclaim: It was recognized as the best anthology at the 2018 New Mexico-Arizona Book Awards and was awarded first place in the Non-Fiction, Best History Book category from Latino Literacy Now, a prestigious nonprofit organization co-founded in 1997 by Edward James Olmos and Kirk Whisler. The third volume, New Mexico’s Wicked City & Other True Stories of New Mexico History followed, in 2024. The title of Wicked City is taken from a traveler’s description of New Mexico’s major cities and his dismay over the numerous saloons, dancehalls, gambling, and other unnamed “entertainments” he observed. New Mexico’s Wicked City has also been selected by the 2024 New Mexico-Arizona Book Awards as the Best New Mexico History: Anthology.


These three volumes have featured a broad variety of topics taken from New Mexico’s Spanish (1598–1821), Mexican (1821–1846), and Territorial (1846–1912) eras along with a few from the Statehood (1912 to present) period. Of the more than three hundred published “Voices From the Past” columns, approximately a third have featured topics taken from New Mexico’s brief twenty-five-year Mexican era. Some of these Mexican-era columns have appeared in the three previous books but Amados Compatriotas consists exclusively of material found in the vast and little-used documentary treasure that is New Mexico’s Mexican-era archives. Each chapter provides a peek into aspects of the executive, administrative, judicial, commercial, and military workings of a government that struggled mightily to transition from a monarchy to a republic.


The reader is cautioned not to expect Amados Compatriotas to be a comprehensive history of New Mexico’s Mexican period. Many volumes will be required to produce a competent history of the events and personalities of this important period of New Mexico’s history. There is so much material available in our Mexican-era archives that many of these columns could be developed into their own volume. Suffice to say that topics covered by many of these columns have never been published before and provide insight into little-known elements of the era’s history.


As I noted in the previous volumes, these articles do not have footnotes. However, every column has enough dates, names, and other information that those interested in following up or verifying details about the topic should easily find its source in the microfilm version of the Mexican Archives of New Mexico, 1821–1846, which is available at the New Mexico State Records Center and Archives, all major universities in the state, and several public libraries, as well as online through Ancestry.com.


Readers who may want to delve deeper into this crucial period of New Mexico history have a limited choice of published sources. Within that limited selection one can start with the early publication of Lansing B. Bloom’s 1913–1914 Old Santa Fe series on “New Mexico Under Mexican Administration 1822–1846.” Much more recent and more readily available is David J. Weber’s The Mexican Frontier, 1821–1846: The American Southwest Under Mexico. This comprehensive work provides a history of New Mexico within the context of the broader Southwest and the Spanish- and Mexican-era institutions that constituted present-day New Mexico, Arizona, Texas, and California. Of the few books specific to New Mexico for the period, Janet Lecompte’s Rebellion in Rio Arriba, 1837 is highly recommended. Published in 1985, Lecompte’s extensive use of primary documents makes this a reliable source for study of the critical events of that year. Jill Mocho’s groundbreaking Murder and Justice in Frontier New Mexico, 1821–1846 is a valuable source that delves into how the Mexican-era judicial system functioned, and tragically, how it often failed to achieve justice. Martín González de la Vara’s research into the era’s financial records is an invaluable resource, although his publications are available only in scholarly journals and in Spanish.


Among the dozens of books by and about the merchants, trappers, and adventurers that came to New Mexico during the Mexican era, Josiah Gregg’s Commerce of the Prairies remains, despite its Anglo-centric leanings, an important source about commerce along the Santa Fe Trail. For the role of Hispano merchants in the Santa Fe Trail trade, I suggest Susan Calafate Boyle’s Los Capitalistas, Hispano Merchants and the Santa Fe Trade.


For decades, the Fray Angélico Chávez trilogy on New Mexico’s influential clergy, Padre José Antonio Martínez (But Time and Chance: The Story of Padre Martínez, 1793–1867), José Manuel Gallegos (Très Macho—He Said), and Juan Felipe Ortiz (Wake for a Fat Vicar), enhanced the general lack of published biography on New Mexico’s influential Mexican-era leadership. The early chapters of Marc Simmons’s The Little Lion of the Southwest: A Life of Manuel Antonio Chaves and Jacqueline Dorgan Meketa’s Legacy of Honor: The Life of Rafael Chacón, A Nineteenth-Century New Mexican delve briefly into the Mexican era. The recent publication by Maurilio E. Vigil and Helene Boudreau, Donaciano Vigil: The Life of a Nuevomexicano Soldier, Statesman, and Territorial Governor is a welcome and important addition to this short biographical list. As of this publication, one hopes some bold scholar will delve into the life of three-time governor Manuel Armijo, arguably the most influential and important character of this critical era of New Mexico history. Until that time one can reference the various articles on Armijo published by scholars Janet Lecompte, Daniel Tyler, and others in journals such as Journal of the West and New Mexico Historical Review.




Note




	1. Myra Ellen Jenkins, Calendar of the Mexican Archives of New Mexico, 1821–1846, State of New Mexico Records Center, 1970.





















CHAPTER ONEMeanwhile, Back at the Villa








The Santa Fe Plaza: A Witness to History


Few public spaces and buildings in the United States can boast of the long and colorful history of New Mexico’s Palace of the Governors and its adjacent plaza. The palace can trace its beginnings to 1610, when the Spanish government moved its capital from San Gabriel, which was located on the west bank of Rio Grande across from San Juan Pueblo (Ohkay Owingeh), to the newly established villa de Santa Fe. During the past four centuries the buildings, which constituted the casas reales—the royal houses of which the palace was a part—have undergone so many changes that we have only a general idea what they may have looked like three hundred years ago. The buildings where the palace now sits were significantly altered, if not destroyed, during the Pueblo Revolt of 1680, occupied and adapted by the Tanos during the subsequent decade into what was described as a “fortress-pueblo” and rebuilt by the Spanish following the reconquista of 1693. Indications are, the palace even had a second story in the early eighteenth century. Several major reconstructions followed during the subsequent three centuries, culminating in the last major renovation in 1913, when the palace attained its current appearance.




During the past centuries the palace has served as the home and seat of government for a long succession of Spanish, Mexican, and American officials. Its rooms housed legislatures and court proceedings and provided offices for governors and countless government officials, cells for criminals, and even a bank. For a few weeks in 1862, the Confederate flag flew over this venerable old building. If walls had ears and were capable of speaking, these palace walls would have some marvelous stories to tell!


The palace and its adjoining plaza have been a constant witness to Santa Fe’s history. However, the plaza was where much of what was enacted inside the palace was carried out. If a decree was issued, it was announced in the plaza. Imagine an open space that may have extended from Saint Frances Cathedral west to today’s Eldorado Hotel and from La Fonda north to the federal courthouse and post office. Every indication is that today’s plaza is a mere remnant of the original.


Much of what was significant in New Mexico history took place within this space. Here, the survivors of the initial onslaught of the 1680 Pueblo Revolt sought refuge and resisted the Pueblo siege until they were forced to retreat to Paso del Norte, where they remained in exile until don Diego de Vargas’s reconquista. It was within this space that Vargas met with Pueblo leadership and negotiated the “peaceful reconquest” in 1692. It is also the space where the Spanish and the Pueblo Indians clashed when Vargas returned with colonists and missionaries in 1693, and the peaceful reconquest turned bloody.


It is within this space that the minutiae of government took place for more than three centuries. Here, citizens gathered at the call of the military drummer (el tambor) to hear the latest news and the most recent proclamations issued by a distant sovereign in Spain, and delivered by couriers who made their way north from Mexico along the camino real (royal road). Here, for example, Governor Francisco Cuervo y Valdés publicly published a royal order on Sunday, May 29, 1705, “at the sound of the war drum and other military instruments at the door of the royal houses and at the four entrances of the royal plaza, by word of the official crier proclaimed in a loud and intelligible voice.”


[image: A detail from a hand drawn map, showing a wavy ridgeline at the top, a river going horizontally across the map at the bottom, and several square fields and buildings in between.]



Figure 1. Detail of Joseph Urrutia’s 1767 map of Santa Fe showing the plaza and surrounding buildings. The item labeled “B” is the present Palace of the Governors. Courtesy of the British Library, London. Asset No. 084065.








Here the military garrison and citizen militia gathered to answer the call to muster and organize the seemingly endless series of campaigns against the Apaches, Navajos, Utes, or the Comanches. In this same space, government officials accommodated these same tribes to negotiate and celebrate peace treaties. Picture campfires lit on the plaza, where dozens of Native Americans were encamped, and sheep being butchered, meals being cooked, and hot tortillas being made on a comal (a stone or metal grill)—all dutifully paid for from the fondo de aliados, a special fund designated for expenditures associated with allied tribes.


Here too, in 1821, a rider arrived carrying official notices informing New Mexicans they were no longer subjects of the Spanish king but were now a part of the nascent Mexican Republic (technically, the Mexican Empire). Here, on September 17, 1821, Governor Facundo Melgares gathered Santa Fe’s municipal and military officers to conduct a solemn ceremony in which they pledged allegiance to their new government.


Here too, another change of government took place. On August 19, 1846, the day after General Stephen Watts Kearny and the American Army of the West occupied Santa Fe, Juan Bautista Vigil y Alarid stepped forward and delivered one of the most poignant and famous speeches in New Mexico history as he surrendered New Mexico to its uncertain future. We can only imagine the emotions that flooded over Vigil y Alarid and any assembled citizens as he stood before General Kearny and his troops and marked the end of an era in New Mexico history.


It would take many volumes to chronicle the events that took place within the walls of the Palace of the Governors and the open space of its adjacent plaza. These events are an integral part of New Mexico’s most venerable public space and may serve as a too brief reminder of the extraordinary stories that silent voices from the past could tell.







New Mexico’s Introduction to Mexican Independence


Mexico celebrates the birth of its independence movement—its Fourth of July—on September 16. This pivotal moment in Mexican history is attributed to Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, a priest in the parish of Dolores, a small town in what is now the State of Querétaro. On the night of September 15–16, 1810, Padre Hidalgo issued what is called the Grito de Dolores, powerful words that sparked a movement that culminated in Mexican independence in 1821, when the Plan of Iguala, the Mexican Declaration of Independence, was recognized by Spain.


There were numerous documents that reached New Mexico advising local officials that Mexican independence had been achieved. One of the most dramatic is the August 27, 1821, decree issued at Chihuahua by Alejo García Conde, the “Comandante General of the Internal Provinces of the West,” in which García Conde addresses his “Beloved Fellow Patriots.” This document constitutes the first item listed in the Calendar of the Mexican Archives of New Mexico, 1821–1846. While there is no indication when it was received in Santa Fe it might be considered New Mexico’s first official notice of the news that New Mexico was now a part of an independent Mexico. The following translation is my own:




The Commanding General of the Internal Provinces of the West, to the Inhabitants of these:


Beloved Fellow Patriots: The hallowed day providence has designated for the Independence of our country to cross the ocean has arrived. The immortal hero, don Agustín de Yturbide, and the general support of the towns, aware in the most energetic manner throughout New Spain, raises and consolidates at the same time the grand edifice of our liberty. It is not possible to tell of the benefits that we, and principally our successors, will obtain from this work, that blessed by the Almighty, is founded in the basic rights it concedes to all men. The Holy Religion we profess is upheld in the most solid manner. Justice is inseparable from the institutions it has as a foundation, as the sciences, prosperity of commerce and the advance of agriculture and the arts are necessarily the fruits of a liberal government that is based on a healthy morality and a solid foundation of justice; But beloved fellow patriots, it is necessary that we now have a firm adherence to the authorities, an inseparable union of our spirits, and the most resolute determination to shed from our hearts even the faintest trace of hate and vengeance; These are the indispensable means by which we will reach the pinnacle to which Independence aspires.


Let therefore Religion be our badge [banner], and the most cordial fraternity, satisfied that happiness and lasting progress of nations is solely work of the virtues.


Chihuahua, 27 of August of 1821.


Alejo García Conde





[image: The beautifully hand-scripted Spanish language Alejo García Conde proclamation featuring the bold Amados compatriotas greeting that opens the proclamation. García Conde’s bold signature and rubric are at the foot of the document.]



Figure 2. Alejo García Conde, Proclamation, August 27, 1821. Myra Ellen Jenkins, Calendar of the Mexican Archives of New Mexico, 1821–1846 (State of New Mexico Records Center, 1970. Hereafter cited as MANM). 1821 Governor’s Papers, Communications received.










Another document to reach New Mexico advising local officials of Mexican independence is a September 9, 1821, manifesto from Durango that reported the grito de libertad (shout of liberty) had been announced at Iguala, calling for the unity that would be required to retain their hard-earned independence. Governor Facundo Melgares noted that the manifesto was copied locally on October 28, but there is no indication if that was the date on which it was received in Santa Fe.


One of the earliest official acknowledgments of Mexican independence by local officials was an order dated August 27 that local officials were to take an oath in honor of “la Independencia.” Governor Melgares indicated that the order had arrived in Santa Fe on September 17, 1821, a date that suggests this may have been part of the García Conde message cited above. Melgares responded promptly that he had gathered Santa Fe’s ayuntamiento (municipal council) and conducted the allegiance ceremony in the presence of the military chaplain, local clerics, and the community, with “all the solemnity possible.” He also indicated that the order had been circulated to the alcaldías (local political jurisdictions) throughout the province.


This document does not specify the cordillera, or route, by which the order was circulated in New Mexico. However, another document, a copy of an August 9, 1821, proclamation from La Puebla entitled Triunfo de la Libertad Mexicana (Triumph of Mexican Liberty) relayed the latest information on the independence movement throughout New Mexico via the typical marginal notation that specifies the route (cordillera) by which the document was circulated and published. This marginal note is important because it suggests which communities were seats of the alcaldías at this time. Couriers delivered the La Puebla document from the capital at Santa Fe to Santa Cruz de la Cañada, proceeded to San Juan de los Caballeros, Abiquiú, Taos, San Miguel del Bado, Cochiti, Alameda, Albuquerque, Isleta, Belen, Laguna, and finally, to the Pueblo of Jemez. By mid-November 1821, several additional circulars regarding independence were being distributed to the alcaldías throughout New Mexico, including copies of the Treaty of Cordova, a surviving copy of which was noted, received, and copied at Santa Cruz de la Cañada on November 17, 1821.


These and numerous additional documents make it clear that New Mexicans were kept well informed of developments in Mexico, which may account for New Mexico’s apparent seamless transition from a Spanish province to a part of the nascent Mexican Republic.


The earliest documented public celebration related to Mexican independence in New Mexico took place on January 6, 1822. On that day, after mass, there was a procession, dancers from the Pueblo of Tesuque entertained the crowd, and a dramatic poem (loa) was performed by the alférez (standard bearer) Santiago Abreu, vicar Juan Tomás Terrazas, and presidio (military garrison) chaplain Fray Francisco de Hozio. The procession was led by a young boy holding a sword in his hand, symbolizing the Plan of Iguala, followed by three girls bound together by a tricolor ribbon, symbolizing the three guarantees of the Plan—Independence, Religion, and Union. After Pueblo Indian dances on the plaza, the crowd dispersed to a variety of games and entertainment and that evening, a dance attended by the city’s “persons of distinction” followed at the Palace of the Governors and lasted until four thirty in the morning. The ladies in attendance wore green sashes with “Viva la Independencia del Imperio Mexicano” (Long Live the Independence of the Mexican Empire) imprinted on them.


In the spring of 1822, the recently installed provincial diputación (legislative council) drafted a resolution supporting Agustín de Iturbide’s Imperial government. The resolution assured their superiors in Mexico that New Mexico’s citizens considered themselves an integral and loyal part of the new nation and were prepared to shed their blood in defense of the established government. This resolution also contains a succinct acknowledgment that they considered themselves citizens of a greater America—using the terms “America Septentorial,” (North Americans) and “estos leales Americanos,” (these loyal Americans), when referring to themselves.







The Iturbide Celebration of 1822


New Mexico’s late Spanish and early Mexican period archives make it clear that local officials were kept well informed of developments while Mexico made its often-painful journey toward independence from Spain. Within weeks of the events that resulted in Mexican independence, Governor Facundo Melgares was distributing the latest news to local officials throughout the territory. So it was when Agustín de Iturbide was proclaimed Imperial Emperor, as 1821 came to a close. A year later, in December 1822, officials in Santa Fe organized a grand celebration to commemorate the first anniversary of Iturbide’s inauguration as “first Mexican constitutional emperor.”




The Iturbide celebration opened in Santa Fe on the evening of December 10, 1822. The occasion was marked by prayers, bonfires, music, ringing of bells, and discharges of artillery and firearms. A white flag emblazoned “with inscriptions of independence” was hoisted on a very tall pole erected at the center of the plaza. Later that night, Governor José Antonio Viscarra and Lieutenant Colonel José Antonio Arze led a parade through the streets accompanied by a musical troupe, singing songs “appropriate to the occasion.” Shouts of “viva el emperador” punctuated the cold December night until two in the morning.


The celebration continued before sunrise the following day, December 11, with artillery salvos and a parade through the streets. At nine in the morning, a mass was sung at the parish church and a patriotic sermon delivered by the pastor of Santa Cruz de la Cañada, Francisco Rada. At four in the afternoon, the Imperial Standard was brought out from the parish church in a noble procession led by a young boy dressed as an angel. The boy held a sword in his hand and was followed by a second boy dressed in black, representing Padre Miguel Hidalgo. Don Pedro Armendaris, the Alférez Publico (public or civil standard bearer), followed on horseback carrying the “Imperial Standard” of the Emperor. Trailing Armendaris were José Francisco Baca, primer alcalde of Santa Fe, and local officers Juan Vigil, Agapito Alva, and Santiago Abreu.


The procession of dignitaries was followed by a young girl representing Liberty seated in an elaborately adorned cart. Two women, one representing North America and the other South America, stood at her side, both connected to Liberty by a sash. Slightly above and behind Liberty was a bust of the emperor with a young girl representing Justice holding a silver crown in both hands, as if crowning the emperor. At the rear marched musicians and the alférez, Felipe Griego, with an escort of forty soldiers in column and sixteen elaborately dressed young boys and girls in two files, each wearing a sash of ribbon on which was written “viva el Emperador.” Behind them followed two troupes of matachines, one composed of children and another of adult men. Seven groups from the various pueblos danced along the route of the procession.


[image: Full-length portrait of Emperor Agustín Iturbide standing beside a desk draped with documents and a quill pen. He wears a military-style uniform, a short-waisted blouse draped with a multicolor stripped sash that extends diagonally from his right shoulder to a belt that secures his knee-length trousers.]



Figure 3. Portrait of Agustín de Iturbide by Primitivo Miranda, 1865. Museo Nacional de Historia, Mexico City.








The parade continued to the plaza, where Armendaris set the Imperial Standard on a platform erected near the entrance to the corridor of the palace facing the plaza. As soon as Armendaris stepped down from the platform, the public celebration began as the Pueblo Indians and matachines danced and table games were opened.


That night, a theatre was set up on the plaza and an opera presented that featured three principal characters. Don José María Baca, secretary of the ayuntamiento, portrayed the King of Spain, the alférez Felipe Griego, the king’s Minister of State, and Santiago Abreu, the Mexican ambassador. A dance followed at the governor’s residence, “in which gentlemen and ladies offered toasts in the name of the emperor, and every song and shout was directed to his honor.”


The following day, December 12, the governor and local officials took an oath of allegiance to “Dn. Agustín as First Mexican Emperor” at an altar that was erected next to the platform on which the Imperial Standard had been placed the previous day. When these ceremonies concluded, dances and other festivities continued until seven that night when a colloquy to Our Lady of Guadalupe was presented (it was, after all, December 12). This was followed by a “discourse between Moors and Christians” and a presentation by the children’s matachines. A dance followed at the house of don Juan Pino. The following day, another procession was held, followed by patriotic speeches, music, and a comedy prepared by don Domingo Fernandes. An evening dance held at the house of don Atanacio Bolivar concluded the festivities.


Within three months of this celebration, New Mexico received communications from Mexico advising that Iturbide had been deposed as emperor. His short-lived reign as Emperor of Mexico, however, left a fascinating record of three days of enthusiastic celebration that marked one of New Mexico’s first documented observations of Mexican independence from Spain.







Governor Armijo Orders Road Repairs, 1827


In a tersely worded letter dated June 5, 1827, less than a month after he had taken the oath of office for his first term as governor, Manuel Armijo scolded the alcaldes of the middle Rio Grande Valley jurisdictions of Alameda, Sandia, Cochiti, and Albuquerque. He bluntly noted that when he had traveled between the capital in Santa Fe and his home in the villa of Albuquerque, he found the road and the acequias and desagues (irrigation ditches and drainage areas) in desperate need of repairs. He reminded these local officials that it was their responsibility and that of the ayuntamientos to maintain the roads and ensure the safety and convenience of travelers.




Governor Armijo warned that he planned to return to Santa Fe the following week and expected to find the roads, bridges, acequias, and their desagues “perfectly repaired.” He also warned local officials that if there was the slightest delay in carrying out the orders, they would be held personally responsible for any damages suffered by travelers, and threatened to fine them whatever amount he found convenient if his coach suffered a breakdown when he returned to the capital because the roads had not been repaired.


The tone of the order suggests Governor Armijo was in a bad mood. Less than a month earlier he had begun what would be his first of three terms as governor when he took the oath of office on May 20, 1827 (technically he was the gefe politico, or political chief, but the term governor is utilized for convenience). The following day, he began his term of office without a staff or place to live. On May 21, Francisco Pérez Serrano resigned from the important post of secretary to the governor because of the persistent insecurity of funding for the position’s salary. It had apparently been standard practice for the governor to assume personal responsibility for the salary of his secretary because the treasury usually lacked the funds to pay them and Pérez Serrano resigned because Armijo refused to make that guarantee. Armijo then appointed Santiago Abreu as his secretary and Rafael Sarracino as his scribe. Abreu and Sarracino took the positions with the understanding that Armijo would not be personally responsible for paying them.


If Governor Armijo was in a bad mood, however, it may have been because, as a resident of the villa of Albuquerque, he did not have a home in Santa Fe and within two days of when he took the oath of office, he found out that he did not have a place to stay in the capital. In the weeks that followed, he discovered that access to the Palace of the Governors—the place we automatically assume served as a home and office for Spanish- and Mexican-era governors—did not fall automatically to governors-select. At least not in this instance.


Two days after he took the oath of office, Armijo wrote his predecessor, former governor Antonio Narbona, and suggested it was “indecorous” that the newly appointed head of government did not have an official residence. He asked Narbona, who retained the position of comandante principal (military commander of the presidio garrison), to either vacate the palace or produce documents that proved occupancy of the palace was the purview of the comandante principal. Narbona responded quickly, noting that the palace complex was constructed by and for the military and suggested Armijo appeal to the president of the republic if he disagreed. The issue was even taken up in a special, closed session of the diputación on May 25, but their resolution, while supportive of the governor, did not seem to make a very strong case for Armijo’s right to possess the palace.


In late June, more than a month after he took the oath of office, Armijo was still indignant about his housing situation. He was renting a room in a private home, living with the owner’s wife and family, and was unable to bring his own wife to Santa Fe. His secretary had only a small, cramped room to work in and had no access to the archives because they were located in the palacio. In another letter dated July 11, Armijo claimed the situation had worsened because the American commercial caravan was due to arrive any day and the owner of the house where he was living also provided rooms and meals to the Americans, making his situation more untenable and undignified.


It is not clear at what point Governor Armijo was able to move into the palace. On July 24, 1827, Narbona officially turned over military command of the presidio garrison to Captain José Caballero and the August muster of the garrison shows that the cabo (corporal) Andres Ortega and eight soldiers were escorting Narbona on his way to Mexico. There is no indication that the occupancy issue continued under Caballero, so Governor Armijo may have taken up residence at the palacio in late July or early August.


Manuel Armijo’s first term as governor lasted less than two years. On March 21, 1829, José Antonio Chaves, senior member of the diputación took the oath of office as the new gefe politico, but there is no indication as to whether he took up residency at the Palace of the Governors at that time.







Orderly Succession to Office


One of the fascinating elements of how governments functioned during the Spanish and Mexican periods is how one governor assumed office from another when a new governor was appointed. It may be surprising to some that these successions were typically carried out in a very formal and orderly manner (the issue of Governor Armijo being unable to take possession of the Palace of the Governors in 1827 notwithstanding). This process is nowhere better documented than the surviving records of the late Mexican period.




During New Mexico’s Mexican period there was no office of lieutenant governor. Succession to office in the event of a governor’s death, illness, or absence from the villa of Santa Fe fell to the primer vocal, the most senior member of the legislative council. When the governor left Santa Fe on official or personal business even for a few days, he had to notify the council and formally turn over civil authority to whoever held that position.


The process of succession for a governor who was leaving office unfolds beautifully in the weeks following Manuel Armijo’s resignation from his second term of office on December 10, 1843. A month later, on January 9, 1844, Armijo, citing issues with his health, notified the Department Assembly that he was leaving. During the one and a half years from January 1844, when Manuel Armijo resigned from his second term of governor, to when he was appointed to his third and last term in July 1845, four other men held the office in the interim—Mariano Chaves y Castillo (January to April 1844), Felipe Sena (April 1844), Mariano Martínez (April 1844–April 1845), and José Chaves (April–July 1845).


On January 31, 1844, Mariano Chaves y Castillo, as primer vocal of the Department Assembly, assumed mando del gobierno (command of the government) and was sworn in as interim governor at the Palace of the Governors. Meanwhile, the assembly prepared a list of five nominees for the governorship, which was sent to the supreme government in Mexico. The full list is not in our archives, but indications are, Mariano Martínez was at the top of the list. On February 12, 1844, Martínez wrote to the assembly, advising them he had heard (there must have been “leaks” in the old days too) that his name had been placed at the top of the list of nominees for governor, thanking the assembly for the honor, and assuring them that if appointed he would do his best to serve the territory.


Over the next month, the nominations made their way through the Mexican hierarchy and on about March 30, 1844, the decision was made to appoint Mariano Martínez as governor of New Mexico. The decision was immediately forwarded to the Ministerio de Guerra y Marina (Ministry of War and Navy) in Mexico City, where the appointment was confirmed and Martínez notified in a letter dated April 5, 1844.


Meanwhile, back in New Mexico, interim governor Mariano Chaves y Castillo became ill and informed the assembly that he could no longer serve in the office. On April 12, 1844, unaware that Mariano Martínez had already been appointed by the government in Mexico, the assembly asked Manuel Armijo to return to Santa Fe and resume command of the government until his replacement was named. Armijo’s response is not on record, but he must have refused the honor because Felipe Sena, as the senior council member, assumed the functions of governor that same day.


News of Mariano Martínez’s appointment as governor arrived in Santa Fe on April 29, 1844. That day, the assembly and Martínez simultaneously advised each other that they had received notice of the appointment and after some discussion, set May 15 as the date for his inauguration to office. Martínez served as governor for almost exactly one year. The correspondence logs for his term of office are a wonderful source of information for anyone wishing to refute the long-held and erroneous notion that New Mexico was isolated, cut off from the government in Mexico and the world in general. His records show a regular flow of correspondence received from all parts of Mexico. Letters from officials in Yucatán, Chiapas, Tamaulipas, Sinaloa, San Luis Potosí, Nuevo León, Morelia, Aguascalientes, Puebla, Guanajuato, Zacatecas, Durango and Chihuahua kept New Mexico informed of local events, changes in government, and appointments to office. Newly appointed governors in New Mexico often received letters of congratulations and well wishes from various Mexican states and cities, indicating that news of what was happening in New Mexico was widely distributed to other parts of the Mexican Republic.


On April 14, 1845, Governor Martínez received orders from the superior government in Mexico that he was to hand over civil government to the vocal aquien corresponda (the assembly member to whom it corresponds), and on April 20, 1845, José Chaves, as the primer vocal of the Department Assembly received orders to present himself at the capital as soon as possible so that he could assume the position of interim governor, due to Martínez’s resignation. It is not clear if Chaves was sworn into office on April 30 or May 1, but the later date is when Martínez notified his superiors in Mexico and the local prefects that he had turned over command of the civil government of New Mexico to Chaves. That same day, Martínez delivered a “farewell address,” noting that he did not presume to have solved all the region’s problems during his short tenure as governor, but did take credit for negotiations that he felt had improved relations with the Navajos and Utes and emphasized his efforts to conciliate differences between the territory’s political factions.




For the next several days, there was a flurry of correspondence in which interim governor Chaves notified officials in Mexico and locally that he had assumed the governorship, and there was acknowledgment of the same by these officers. But Chaves was only the interim governor, and on May 13, the assembly met in an “extraordinary session” to prepare a quintero de gobernador, a list of five names they deemed qualified to be considered as nominees for governor. The first name listed was Manuel Armijo, followed by Mariano Chaves (who died that week), Juan Perea, Antonio Ortiz, and Vicente Martínez. There is no record of when this list of nominees was submitted to the superior government in Mexico, but it must have been quite soon after it was prepared because within days of May 13, the Department Assembly informed officials in Mexico that Mariano Chaves had died and should be removed from the list.


There is no indication in our Mexican-era archives of the form in which this list of nominees was submitted. It is likely that a simple list of names would not suffice for officials in Mexico to consider, so we may wonder if the list included biographical information or resumes of the nominees. Certainly Manuel Armijo’s name and qualifications would have been well known since he had already served two terms as governor, but it would be interesting to see if the assembly listed the qualifications they felt each of the five nominees had.


Regardless, on July 24, 1845, the Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, Guerra y Justicia (Ministry of Foreign Relations, War and Justice) advised interim governor José Chaves that the president had appointed Manuel Armijo to his third term as governor and ordered he be placed in possession of the office. It is not clear when Armijo received notice of his appointment or why there was a four-month delay in his taking office. Finally, on November 14, 1845, Chaves acknowledged a letter from Armijo advising he was on his way to Santa Fe (presumably from his home in Albuquerque) and expected to arrive at the capital the following afternoon, November 15. Chaves indicated that he was making plans to meet Armijo at the outskirts of the city and asked the military commander to prepare “a decorous entrance” for the new governor. Details of what constituted this “decorous entrance” are missing but it likely included an escort of troops into the city, the firing of cannons, and the ringing of church bells.


Chaves officially turned over the command of New Mexico’s civil government to Manuel Armijo on November 16, 1845. That day, Chaves sent out letters to various officials in New Mexico advising that at 10:00 a.m. that morning, the “General Don Manuel Armijo” had taken possession of the government and that he (Chaves) had separated from the position.


That same day, Armijo prepared several letters informing officials in Mexico and the local prefects that he had taken possession of the office. It is unlikely that Armijo had any idea he would be New Mexico’s last Mexican-era governor. Two weeks after Armijo was sworn into his third term as governor, the United States admitted the nascent Republic of Texas into the Union and the dark clouds of war between the United States and Mexico soon loomed large over New Mexico. A mere nine months after he took his final oath of office, Manuel Armijo would face the fateful decision of what to do about the approaching American Army of the West under General Stephen Watts Kearny.









The Forced Loan of 1829


One of the persistent problems New Mexico experienced during its Mexican period (1821–1846) was the province’s inability to raise enough revenue to adequately support its military garrison and pay its civilian employees. On several occasions when the government needed extra revenue to meet unexpected or emergency situations, they imposed what were called “forced loans” in which the territory’s citizens were assigned to contribute specific amounts in the guise of a loan that may or may not be repaid in the future.


One of the best documented loans of this type begins with a July 6, 1829, order from the gefe politico, José Antonio Chaves, in which he tasked the alcaldes to gather the individuals in their jurisdiction who had assets of property or cash valued at more than 1,000 pesos and required each individual to prepare a sworn statement as to “every class of assets and income derived from these.” These sworn statements were to be submitted to the governor so he could develop a list of individuals among whom he could assign the 18,000-peso assessment of the forced loan.


Twenty-seven of these sworn statements have survived, most from the southern New Mexico jurisdictions. These consist of ten individuals from the jurisdiction of Albuquerque: Manuel Armijo, Gregorio Ortiz, Cristobal Pacheco, Lucas Armijo, Francisco Sabedra, Feliz García, Julian Armijo, Abel Ylisarri, Andres Ortega, and Rosalía Mestas, the only woman on the list; eight from Santa Fe: Clemente Esquibel, Juan Rafael Ortiz, Ygnacio Baca, José Francisco Baca, Diego Montoya, Antonio Ortiz, José Guadalupe Romero, and Pablo Montoya; Bartolomé Baca and Jacinto Sánchez from Tomé; Joaquín Alarid from Peralta; Vicente Otero from Valencia; Juan Antonio Cabesa de Baca from Peña Blanca; Antonio Reyes from Cochiti; and Pascual Guacamalla and Toribio Romero from Puesto de Laguna.


Among the extant sworn statements, two of the men with the most assets included former governor Bartolomé Baca, whose listed assets included 8,000 sheep, 214 cattle, 80 horses, and 25 tame mules. He estimated his resources produced an income of 1,500 pesos a year. Manuel Armijo’s sworn statement lists his house of residence and property in the villa of Albuquerque, land at Carnuel, and nearly 10,000 sheep and numerous other livestock. Armijo estimated his property produced 100 fanegas (a unit of measurement of approximately two and a half bushels) of corn, fifty of wheat, six of beans and 100 ristras (strings) of chile, but does not include a value of his assets or his income. Certainly, Baca and Armijo, both prominent in the economic and political affairs of New Mexico and who, between them, served a total of four terms as governor, would easily qualify for inclusion on any list of the wealthiest people in New Mexico at that point in history.


Subsequent reports, however, show that New Mexican officials had trouble collecting the 18,000-peso assessment, and on October of 1829, the diputación, presumably using the lists provided by the alcaldes, compiled a list of specific amounts it was assigning to each jurisdiction:




For the rio arriba:


Santa Fe: 1,200 pesos


Taos: 1,400 pesos




Abiquiú: 1,000 pesos


Santa Cruz de la Cañada: 750 pesos


San Juan: 500 pesos


San Miguel del Bado: 350 pesos







For the rio abajo:


Cochiti: 350 pesos


Xemes: 200 pesos


Sandia: 700 pesos


Albuquerque: 1,200 pesos


Ysleta: 8,000 pesos


Tomé: 1,200 pesos


Sabinal: 200 pesos


Socorro: 100 pesos


Laguna: 250 pesos
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