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The Indiana University Basketball Encyclopedia is dedicated to Everett Dean, Branch McCracken and Bob Knight—three men who dedicated so much of their lives to making college basketball players into better young men, and to making IU basketball a tradition that the people of Indiana could be proud of.
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Coach Everett Dean
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Coach Branch McCracken

IU Archives

[image: images]

Coach Bob Knight
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FOREWORD

When my twin brother, Tom, and I were recruited by Indiana University coach Branch McCracken in 1960 to play basketball for the “Hurryin’ Hoosiers,” they didn’t have to worry about us selecting another school. Indiana had always been our team. Tom and I began watching Branch and the Hoosiers in 1953 when they won the NCAA title. I was 10 years old and a big fan. My parents would also take us to a Big Ten football game in Bloomington each year. That’s when I also fell in love with those beautiful fall days on the IU campus and in neighboring Brown County. My uncle John had also attended Indiana and was friends with Branch and assistant coach Lou Watson. He helped persuade us to choose IU, but no urging was really needed.

I remember Coach McCracken as a big man with a full head of silver hair. He had a great personality and commanded respect. I didn’t enjoy the pre-season mandatory two-mile runs, but I would have run through a wall for Branch. He really cared about his players. I am also grateful to Branch that academics were so important to him, and I graduated in four years with a degree in economics.

The student support for the IU basketball team was tremendous. Most of my S.A.E. fraternity brothers attended the games, as well as my future wife, Barb Fenton, who was a Pi Phi at IU. There was a real closeness between the students and the athletes during that time. The fact that athletes were just part of the student population and not isolated in athletic dorms made my college experience much more enjoyable. I lived in the S.A.E. house all four years. That was a period in my life I will cherish forever.

My days at IU prepared me well for my 12-year career as a player in the NBA, three years with the New York Knicks and nine years with the Phoenix Suns. I had experienced many tough practice sessions at IU, and the Big Ten games were very physical and competitive, so I was ready for the contact in the NBA.

I continued to follow the fortunes of IU basketball after graduation, and was thrilled at the success the teams achieved under Coach Bob Knight. Branch had won two NCAA titles, and Coach Knight continued the tradition by adding three more. Bob Knight has also become a longtime friend and fishing companion. He’s an excellent fisherman, and I don’t believe there has ever been a better collegiate basketball coach.

After Coach Knight left Indiana, Mike Davis took the reins, and IU advanced to the NCAA Finals in 2002, losing to Maryland. I watched intently, praying my old school would win another title. It wasn’t to be, but that game reminded me that I will always be rooting for the Cream and Crimson.

I’m really glad to see that the rich history of IU basketball is being documented in Jason Hiner’s book, the Indiana University Basketball Encyclopedia. I’m looking forward to giving copies to my kids so that they can see that their old man was a part of that great tradition.
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Senior Vice President, Player Development

Phoenix Suns

Dick Van Arsdale shared the 1960 Indiana Mr. Basketball award with his brother Tom. The two 6’5” forwards were both three-year starters at Indiana, and after graduation, they both went on to successful careers in the NBA.
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Dick Van Arsdale

Courtesy of the Phoenix Suns
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Dick Van Arsdale as a member of Branch McCracken’s “Hurryin’ Hoosiers”. IU Archives
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INTRODUCTION

TO THE FIRST EDITION

In the opening scene of the movie Hoosiers, as Coach Norman Dale drives across the state of Indiana, he sees basketball hoops wherever he looks, most of them attached to barns or mounted to poles with young men shooting baskets to a backdrop of cornfields and farmland. That scene, along with the ones with Jimmy Chitwood shooting jump shot after jump shot by himself, portray some of the most traditional and enduring images of basketball in the Hoosier state.

I experienced something similar, but with a modern twist, when I moved back to Indiana at the age of 14 after living on the east coast for eight years. When I returned to Fort Wayne, Indiana (where I was born and lived until I was six), I noticed an interesting phenomenon as we drove by different neighborhoods. It seemed like there were basketball hoops in nearly every driveway. In reality, there were probably just several basketball hoops on every block, but that was a lot more than I was used to. Back on the east coast, basketball had become one of my favorite sports growing up. However, there were usually only one or two basketball hoops on most streets (and sometimes only one or two in the whole development), and all the kids in the neighborhood simply congregated there when they wanted to play some hoops.

Back in the Hoosier state, I quickly discovered that a lot more people play basketball, and many of them play by simply going out and “shooting some buckets” by themselves, just like Chitwood in Hoosiers. Thus, all of those extra hoops were put to good use. I also learned that Indiana folks not only play basketball, they know basketball, and are often eager to debate the merits of particular styles of play or analyze the results of basketball games from the grade school level up to the NBA.

I also soon realized that their favorite subject is college basketball (with high school ball a close second). In many ways, college basketball is viewed as the pinnacle of the sport in Indiana. While the NBA is dominated by one-on-one play and superior athleticism can trump the best game plan, college basketball remains the venue where teamwork and solid basketball fundamentals are still valued and still determine the winners. At least, that’s the prevailing opinion in the Hoosier state.

For that reason, the most popular basketball team in the state is not the NBA’s Indiana Pacers (although there are lots of Pacer fans). It is the Indiana University Hoosiers. When you drive through just about any Indiana town, it is the interlocking “I” and “U” logo that you see most often on bumper stickers, caps, flags, t-shirts, and painted on backboards. You’ll occasionally see some Pacers paraphernalia, or even some items bearing the logo of the Indianapolis Colts’ NFL franchise, but those two teams aren’t even a close runner-up in popularity to IU. That honor goes to another college basketball team, the Purdue University Boilermakers—IU’s traditional in-state archrival.

Of course, I was always well aware of the popularity of IU basketball, even if I wasn’t totally conscious of it. Some of my family’s earliest pictures of me as a toddler usually show me wearing either a white IU t-shirt in the summer or a red IU sweatshirt in the winter. Even when I lived out east, I was a loyal IU fan who watched the Hoosiers whenever they played on national TV.

I also have first-hand experience with the intense IU-Purdue rivalry. In my extended family, we have a mix of both IU and Purdue alumni, and the issue of bragging rights is a very serious matter. After a particularly important victory or an especially convincing blowout, the IU fans will often call (or e-mail) the Purdue fans to do a little gloating, and vise versa—and if they don’t call right after the game, you can bet it will be a hot topic at the next family gathering. Once I decided to go to Indiana and then became an IU alum, my lot was squarely thrown in with the IU camp.

As an adult, I’ve further realized the full extent to which the IU basketball squad is really the most popular sports team in the state of Indiana, as well as being the state’s most high-profile representative to the rest of the world. For example, one of my former neighbors who is a pilot in the U.S. military, told a story of a trip he made to Bahrain in the late 1990s. One of the locals asked him where he was from in the United States and he told the guy that he was from Indiana. The guy responded, “Oh, Indiana—Bobby Knight!” When my neighbor returned to Bahrain a couple of years later, after Knight’s dismissal in 2000, he saw the same guy, who immediately exclaimed, “They fired him!”

Having a highly successful and high profile coach like Bob Knight definitely helped to spread and reinforce the view of Indiana as America’s “basketball state”—even beyond the borders of America. However, Indiana also has a storied basketball tradition that preceded Knight’s arrival in Bloomington, and precious little has been written about it. Even for the Knight era, which has been covered in great depth, the information is spread out in a lot of different sources. That’s why I decided to write this book—to gather the information from the beginning of IU basketball during the 1900-01 school year up to the present day and put it all in a single book with lots of photos, statistics and commentary. In my experience, the only thing Hoosier fans like to debate and discuss as much as IU basketball games is the history of IU basketball and how it compares to what’s currently happening with the IU squad. My hope is that this book provides a central resource of material for Hoosier fans to further explore, compare and debate the teams and heroes of Indiana’s great basketball tradition.

I have organized the book by seasons and divided them by different eras—usually related to the different coaches. In the process I have tried to tell the story of each season and also portray the feelings of the time, including expectations going into the season, elation over big wins, disappointment over bitter losses, and the Hoosiers’ progress in the conference race during the season. In the season commentaries, I have also tried to pull out some of the details and experiences that you can’t see in the box scores and season results, such as the fact that IU rallied from a 10-point deficit in the final five minutes of a game or that a player had a great performance even though he was fighting through an injury or an illness. The hardest part has been condensing all of the information into a book of this size. For almost every season, I had a lot more stories and details that didn’t make it into the book. Because I was covering 104 seasons, I had to put a limit on what could be covered. I’m sure there will be facts, tidbits and stories that some Hoosier fans will feel should have been included. If so, you are welcome to e-mail me your feedback at jhiner@iubballencyclopedia.com.

Some particularly diligent IU fans will also notice that there is information in this book that conflicts with some other sources of information on IU basketball history—even some of the official sources. This is especially true in regards to information from before 1940. For the early years, there is sometimes conflicting information about names, dates, games, numbers and other stuff. As a result, I had to make an historian’s judgment call in some cases as to which information is the most likely to be correct. Thus, I think you can be fairly confident that the information in this book is the most accurate information based on the available sources.

I hope that this book will provide IU fans with palpable information on some of the famous names and teams of IU lore, so that they are no longer just vague names and numbers to the average fan. I also hope that this book sheds some light on some of the great moments and accomplishments that have faded from the public memory.

And of course, as an Indiana alum, I would encourage all IU fans to make good use of this book as ammunition in their friendly debates with Purdue fans.

Jason Hiner, 2004


INTRODUCTION

TO THE SECOND AND THIRD EDITIONS

When I finished the first edition of the Indiana University Basketball Encyclopedia in 2004, it was the end of a two-year journey. I had immersed myself in over a century of amazing highs and lows in the great Hoosier basketball tradition. I came away with a renewed appreciation for a lot of players and coaches and the lessons they learned about life while playing this remarkable game.

One of the things that struck me the most was how much basketball history paralleled American history—from Western migration to the World Wars to the Civil Rights Movement to the Cold War to the Information Age. I've always believed that sports is a metaphor for life. In the midst of celebrating our local team or enjoying the beauty of great teamwork, it certainly doesn't hurt to absorb the wisdom of a little history along the way.

A lot has happened in IU basketball during the past nine years as the program went through three coaches, fell from grace, and then returned to the No. 1 ranking in the nation throughout much of last season. Again, we saw the kinds of highs and lows that parallel life.

I would have loved to update the book myself, but the responsibilities of my day job as the editor of a business technology publication are monopolizing most of my time at the moment. However, I was thrilled when Terry Hutchens agreed to do the update and follow the style I adopted while bringing his own unique perspective and analysis. Terry has been one of the best beat writers covering IU basketball for over two decades and knows all the ins and outs of the dramatic events of the past thirteen seasons. This update is in good hands.

Jason Hiner, 2017

In the late spring of 2013, Skyhorse Publishing approached me about writing a revision of Jason Hiner’s IU Basketball Encyclopedia. I was very familiar with the book and had used it frequently over the years in my capacity as the Indiana University basketball beat writer for the Indianapolis Star as well as for CNHI Sports Indiana. I’ve covered the Indiana basketball since the 1998-99 season and consider myself somewhat of an expert on the Hoosiers. The first revision I did covered the seasons from 2004-13. My second revision covered the final four seasons of the Tom Crean era of IU basketball from 2014-17. I tried to follow the same guidelines as Jason had with the original work and also provide a few insights that I’ve picked up in my 20 years covering Indiana, most recently for CNHI Sports Indiana, a group of 13 community newspapers in the state of Indiana where my work is syndicated daily. My hope is that I was able to keep up the high level of storytelling that Jason Hiner did so masterfully when he originally wrote the book in 2004.

Terry Hutchens, 2017


PART I

THE TEN GREATEST SEASONS OF IU BASKETBALL


CHAPTER 1

TOUGHNESS, GREATNESS, AND PERFECTION

1975-76

OVERALL RECORD: 32-0

CONFERENCE RECORD: 18-0 (FIRST PLACE)

TEAM HONORS:

NCAA CHAMPION, BIG TEN CHAMPION, INDIANA CLASSIC CHAMPION,

HOLIDAY FESTIVAL CHAMPION

INDIVIDUAL HONORS:

BOB KNIGHT—NATIONAL COACH OF THE YEAR (CONSENSUS)

SCOTT MAY—NATIONAL PLAYER OF THE YEAR (CONSENSUS), ALL-AMERICA,

ALL-FINAL FOUR, ALL-BIG TEN (FIRST TEAM), BIG TEN MVP

KENT BENSON—ALL-AMERICA, FINAL FOUR MOST OUTSTANDING PLAYER,

ALL-FINAL FOUR, ALL-BIG TEN (FIRST TEAM), ACADEMIC ALL-AMERICA,

ACADEMIC ALL-BIG TEN

QUINN BUCKNER—ALL-AMERICA

TOM ABERNATHY—ALL-FINAL FOUR

Sports—like life—is filled with shortcomings and disappointments. That is why people are so thrilled when they get a rare glimpse of perfection. While countless other events are destined to become discarded memories, these moments of perfection become almost immediately immortalized and destined to be relived time and again by future generations. And witnessing perfection involves a sense of touching something eternal, something higher; something that transcends the normal limits of life.

Indiana’s 1975-76 basketball team gave us one of these perfect moments by coming from behind to defeat Michigan in the 1976 NCAA title game. That victory sealed the national championship along with an unblemished 32-0 season for the Hoosiers. Interestingly, at the time, IU’s undefeated season wasn’t exactly a unique feat. It was the fifth time in 13 years that a team had made an undefeated run to the national championship. However, the other four times were all accomplished by one school—UCLA. Before that, San Francisco in 1956 and North Carolina in 1957 were the only other teams to reach the mystic mountaintop of an undefeated campaign capped off with an NCAA title. During the first 17 years of the NCAA tournament, no team made it to the pinnacle undefeated. Then, all seven of the undefeated national champions were crowned in a 21-year stretch leading up to 1976. In the 28 years following Indiana’s magical 1976 run, no team has been able to scale that mountain again. In fact, with each year that passes without an undefeated champion, the feat itself becomes more and more mythical. It has become something akin to the .400 hitter in major league baseball or the Triple Crown in horse racing. It hasn’t happened in so long that many people have begun to wonder if it will ever happen again.

Now, for nearly three decades Indiana has reigned as the last example of perfection in college basketball. However, during the 1976 season itself, the entire college basketball world was essentially waiting for the other shoe to drop, so to speak, in regards to the Indiana team. The Hoosiers began the season ranked No. 1 in the nation as they returned four starters (including three All-Americans) from a 31-1 season in 1974-75. But, they lost All-America forward Steve Green and “Super Sub” guard John Laskowski, and there was a general feeling throughout the season that, as good as the Hoosiers were, they still weren’t as good as the season before. As a result, everyone kept waiting for the Indiana squad to lose. They kept waiting for the inevitable off night when someone would sneak up and knock off the Hoosiers. They kept waiting … and waiting … and waiting. And when the buzzer sounded for the final college basketball game of the season on March 29, in Philadelphia, they were still waiting.
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The 1975-76 team. First row (left to right): Bobby Wilkerson, Jim Crews, Scott May, Quinn Buckner, Tom Abernathy, Kent Benson; Second row: manager Tim Walker, Rich Valavicius, Mark Haymore, Scott Eells, Wayne Radford, Bob Bender, manager Chuck Swenson; Third row: head coach Bob Knight, assistant coach Harold Andreas, Jim Roberson, Jim Wisman, assistant coach Bob Donewald, assistant coach Bob Weltlich. IU Archives
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Senior forward Tom Abernathy stepped into the starting lineup for the 1975-76 Hoosiers and provided excellent defense and rebounding—and he also chipped in a quiet 10.0 PPG. IU Archives

Entering the season, coach Bob Knight’s biggest challenge was definitely replacing Green and Laskowski, who combined to average 26.1 PPG in 1974-75. Senior Tom Abernathy, a 6’7” forward who had been IU’s primary frontcourt reserve as a junior, stepped in to take Green’s starting spot. Abernathy wasn’t as much of a scorer as Green, but he was a stronger rebounder and a better defender, especially in the post, and he had the versatility to play all three frontcourt positions. Senior Jim Crews, a 6’5” guard, took Laskowski’s role as Indiana’s sixth man. Crews had been a starting guard as a freshman on the IU team that went to the Final Four in 1973, but then played more of a limited reserve role as a sophomore and junior. He became a valuable sub at guard and small forward as a senior. Although he didn’t score was much as Laskowski, he was a steady role player that rarely turned the ball over, made his free throws, played tough defense, and helped set up other players on offense. Versatile sophomore Wayne Radford, a 6'3" guard/forward, also became a valuable contributor off the bench.

To pick up the slack in the scoring department, junior center Kent Benson and senior forward Scott May took on more of the scoring load. Benson improved his hook shot and his power moves in the lane to increase his scoring average from 15.0 to 17.3. May simply became more aggressive in looking for his shot, both slashing to the basket and hitting the jumper, and improved his average from 16.1 as a junior to 23.5 as a senior. In moving into a starting role, Abernathy also increased his scoring production by going from 4.2 PPG in 1974-75 to 10.0 PPG in 1975-76. IU’s starting backcourt of 6’7” Bobby Wilkerson and 6’3” Quinn Buckner didn’t produce a ton of points—although both could score when needed—but they did a lot of the other things to help the Hoosiers win. They ran the floor and distributed the basketball, they rebounded, and above all else, they hounded opposing guards with an intimidating brand of ball-hawking defense.
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With all of those pieces in place, the Hoosiers were clearly prepared to open the season as the Big Ten favorite and the top-ranked team in the nation. However, there was another intangible quality about this team that would be crucial to its success. It stemmed from the fact that the year before, the Hoosiers had roared through the regular season with a 29-0 record, 18-0 in the Big Ten, and had mowed down opponents by record margins. Unfortunately, a late-season injury to Scott May—the team’s leading scorer at the time—meant that IU wasn’t at full strength in the NCAA tournament. That led to a 92-90 upset at the hands of the Kentucky Wildcats in the regional finals. But, that gut-wrenching loss forged an indomitable resolve in IU’s returning players. As a result, they played the 1975-76 season as if something that was rightfully theirs had been unjustly taken from them, and they were out to get it back.

In a team meeting on the day before the first practice to officially begin the season, Coach Knight said that the goal of the season was not to just win the Big Ten or the NCAA tournament. “The objective of this team is to not lose a game,” he said, “and you’re capable of doing that. Nothing less than that should be satisfactory to you and it will not be to me. The only way we will lose is when we have ourselves to blame.”

For a team that was on a mission to prove that it deserved a place among the elite teams in the history of college basketball, the IU squad couldn’t have asked for a more auspicious start to the season in its first two games. Indiana opened with a game that didn’t count in its win-loss records, but made an emphatic statement about how good this Hoosier team could be. On November 3, in Market Square Arena in Indianapolis, the Hoosiers played an exhibition game against the Soviet National Team. This was the same Soviet team—with many of the same players—that had defeated the U.S. team for the gold medal on a controversial call in the final seconds of the 1972 Olympics in Munich, Germany. It was the first time in Olympic history that the U.S. men’s team failed to capture the gold medal, after winning the basketball competition seven straight times and amassing a 71-0 record in Olympic play before the loss to the Soviets. Hence, the Soviets were considered the top amateur basketball team in the world at that time. The game was played according to international rules, and the physical Soviets got May, Benson, Wilkerson and Buckner in foul trouble in the first half, but IU still led 48-42, thanks to the strong play of reserves Wayne Radford, Jim Crews and Mark Haymore in the final minutes before the break. In the second half, May didn’t miss a shot and finished with 34 points (on 13-15 from the field) and IU’s defense put the squeeze on the Soviets to deliver a 94-78 Hoosier victory.
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Forward Scott May elevates to connect on one of many jump shots he hit during the 1975-76 season. May averaged 23.5 PPG and earned Big Ten MVP and national player of the year honors. IU Archives

Almost four weeks later on Saturday, November 29, Indiana officially opened the season with a nationally televised game against defending NCAA champion UCLA on a neutral floor in St. Louis. In the 1975 NCAA Tournament, the Bruins captured the national championship that the Hoosiers thought they had been destined to claim. After that win, legendary UCLA coach John Wooden retired, but the Bruins—like the Hoosiers—returned most of their roster for the 1975-76 season. In the preseason polls, Indiana was ranked No. 1 and UCLA was No. 2. The game was televised live from coast to coast by NBC (during the 1970s that was an extremely rare occurrence for a college game in November). As they did against the Soviets, the Hoosiers used their disruptive defense to keep UCLA from running its plays. IU led by eight at the break and opened the second half with 8-0 run that put the game out of reach for the Bruins. May had another big second half and finished with 33 points, and three other Indiana starters joined him in double figures as IU rolled to an easy 84-64 win. After the game, UCLA All-American Richard Washington, who led the Bruins with 28 points, said, “I think we’ll see them again, in Philadelphia [for the Final Four] or wherever. And then I’m pretty sure the outcome will be different. We’ll give them a little better battle next time.”

After handily defeating the defending Olympic champion and the defending NCAA champion, the Hoosiers clobbered Florida State 83-59 and then had to get ready for two battles against key rivals Notre Dame and Kentucky, which were both ranked in the top 15. IU hosted the eighth-ranked Fighting Irish in Bloomington and pulled out a grueling 63-60 victory. “It was a game that was kind of a struggle for both teams,” said Knight after the game. “And I guess we just outstruggled them.” Next, Indiana went down to Louisville to play the Kentucky Wildcats, the team that had ended the Hoosiers’ dream season nine months earlier in the 1975 NCAA Tournament. The two teams played another back-and-forth game in which neither squad gave ground. Kentucky had a couple of opportunities to put the Hoosiers away in the final minutes, but couldn’t do it, and a Kent Benson tip-in in the waning seconds tied the game at 64-64 and sent it to overtime, where Indiana took control and won 77-68. In his post-game comments, Knight didn’t attach any special significance to the game as revenge for the 1975 NCAA loss. “That was last season and that ended there. We don’t play last season’s games this season. We lost, we made no excuses, and that is that. This is a new season, and we’re trying to play it as best we can.”

IU rounded out the preconference season by notching five more victories and winning the championship of both the Indiana Classic in Bloomington, and the Holiday Festival in New York City. In the Holiday Festival title game, the Hoosiers defeated previously-unbeaten No. 17 St. John’s 76-69, led by 29 points and eight rebounds from Scott May, who was named tournament MVP.

[image: images]

During his IU career, center Kent Benson collected a lot of hardware, including All-America awards in three straight seasons and the Most Outstanding Player award for the 1976 NCAA Final Four.

IU Archives

At 9-0, Indiana headed into Big Ten play knowing that the games were about to get a lot more difficult. As the top-ranked team in the nation and the defending conference champion, Indiana was the target that every other team in the Big Ten was shooting for. The Hoosiers opened the conference with four of their first five games on the road—the most difficult stretch on the schedule. They started with a game against Ohio State on January 3, in Columbus, which had proved to be the most difficult place for Indiana to win during the three previous seasons. During the 1973 and 1974 Big Ten seasons, losses at St. John Arena nearly cost the Hoosiers the conference title during both years, and in 1975, the Hoosiers’ 72-66 win in Columbus was the closest any Big Ten team came to beating IU with a healthy Scott May in the lineup. In the 1976 Big Ten opener, the Buckeyes, who had gone 4-4 in their preconference games, once again gave the Hoosiers all they could handle. IU stayed a step ahead of Ohio State for most of the game and could have iced it in the final minutes, but the Hoosiers missed the front end of three straight one-and-one opportunities in the last 1:03. Still, IU barely held on to beat the Buckeyes 66-64, led by 24 points from May and 23 points and 12 rebounds from Benson.
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Back in Assembly Hall, Indiana walloped Northwestern 78-61, and then started a three-game road swing by heading north to take on 19th-ranked Michigan on January 10. IU blasted out to a 16-2 lead with 14 minutes left in the first half and then settled for a 36-33 lead going into the locker room. The Hoosiers got off to another quick start in the second half with a 10-4 run and then held off every Michigan charge on the way to an 80-74 triumph, as Benson scored a game-high 33 points. Indiana followed that up with easier road wins over Michigan State and Illinois, to improve to 5-0 in league play and 14-0 overall. With eight of its final thirteen Big Ten games being played in Bloomington, IU was in the driver’s seat in the conference race.

The Hoosiers scarcely survived a 71-67 nail-biter over Purdue in Assembly Hall on January 19, but then rolled to three relatively easy wins over Minnesota, Iowa and Wisconsin. That set up a nationally televised rematch with Michigan, now ranked 16th, in Bloomington. The charged-up Wolverines stormed to the early lead as Indiana made only four of its first 20 field goal attempts. The Hoosiers trailed 39-29 at the intermission, but they slowly clawed their way back into the game throughout the second half. Michigan led 60-58 when Wolverine guard Steve Grote was fouled with 0:14 remaining. Grote missed the front end of the one-and-one, and the Hoosiers called timeout. Knight drew up a play for May or Benson, but when neither could get an open look, Buckner released a jump shot that went in and out. IU guard Jim Crews grabbed the rebound and attempted a quick putback that missed, and then Benson tipped in Crews’s miss just as the buzzer sounded, sending the game in to overtime, where Indiana eventually prevailed 72-67. Scott May led all scorers with 27 points (but only shot 11-30 from the field), Benson added 21 points and 15 rebounds, and sophomore Wayne Radford provided a big spark off the bench with 16 points and five rebounds.

Over the final eight games of the conference season, the Hoosiers were only tested a couple more times, most notably in a 74-71 victory over Purdue in Mackey Arena. Thus, IU finished out a second consecutive undefeated regular season (this one at 27-0), recorded a second straight 18-0 finish in the Big Ten and won the team’s fourth straight conference title. Nevertheless, there was still one score left to settle—winning the NCAA championship.
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However, when the official NCAA pairings were solidified, Indiana soon discovered that the path wasn’t going to be easy. Before 1979, there was no seeding in the NCAA Tournament, and the pairings were based almost exclusively on geography. In 1976, that meant IU would potentially have to face two top-ten powerhouses before the team even reached the Final Four. But Knight and the Hoosiers didn’t whine about getting a bad draw. They felt like they were the best team in the country and that they could beat anyone. They were out to make history, and they didn’t want anyone saying they won the national title because they got a lucky draw in the tournament.

The first round wasn’t expected to be a cakewalk, either. The Hoosiers played No. 17 St. John’s, a team that they had barely defeated in the Holiday Festival tournament back in December. Playing in South Bend, the IU team had a much easier time with the Redmen the second time around, winning 90-70 on March 13. May poured in 33 points, Benson had 20 points and 13 rebounds, and Quinn Buckner chipped in 15 points.

The following week in the Mideast Regional Semifinals in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, the Hoosiers matched up against No. 6 Alabama, coached by C.M. Newton. Knight would later call the Crimson Tide the toughest team IU faced all season, and they ended up giving the Hoosiers their closest scrape of the tournament. Indiana broke to 9-0 lead and clung to a 37-29 advantage at halftime. However, the Tide got rolling in the second half, led by All-America center Leon Douglas, and Alabama took a 69-68 lead with 3:58 remaining. A tough 17-footer from May over an Alabama defender with 2:02 left on the clock gave Indiana back the lead, and Abernathy and Wilkerson each buried two free throws to give IU a hard-fought 74-69 win. May had 25 points and 16 rebounds, while Bobby Wilkerson posted 14 points, 12 rebounds, and four assists.

Next, in the regional finals, came the game that the college basketball world had been hoping for: No. 1 Indiana (29-0) against No. 2 Marquette (27-1). Al McGuire had a quick, athletic Marquette squad, just the kind of team that analysts had predicted could beat Indiana. May got in early foul trouble to complicate matters for IU, and when he was in the game, the Golden Eagles used a box-and-one defense that denied him from getting the ball. Indiana still led 36-35 at the half. The Hoosiers extended the lead to 10 midway through the second half, weathered the Golden Eagles’ inevitable run, and then closed out a 65-56 triumph to earn a ticket to the Final Four. Benson led the Hoosiers with 18 points and nine rebounds, while Buckner added nine points, 8 rebounds, and five assists.
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Guard Bobby Wilkerson breaks down the St. John’s defense and dishes to his backcourt mate Quinn Buckner (21). As seniors, Wilkerson and Buckner were as hard-nosed and tough-minded as any backcourt in college basketball. IU Archives

In the 1976 Final Four in Philadelphia, there were two firsts. It was the first time two teams from the same conference—Indiana and Michigan both from the Big Ten—made it to the NCAA finals. It was also the first time that two teams—Indiana and Rutgers—entered the finals undefeated. However, most of the attention was focused on the monumental rematch between No. 5 UCLA, the defending NCAA champ, and No. 1 Indiana. The Bruins talked big before their semifinal with the Hoosiers game and acted like they fully expected to win, but once the ball was tipped, they never found an answer for the Indiana defense. The key was that after Kent Benson picked up two quick fouls trying to guard UCLA’s All-America 6’11” forward, Richard Washington, Knight switched Abernathy to guarding Washington, and Abernathy did a brilliant job of it. Washington shot only 6-15 from the floor and scored 15 points. IU held the Bruins to 34 percent shooting for the game and dealt UCLA a convincing 65-51 defeat. Four of the five Hoosier starters scored in double figures and the only one who didn’t reach double figures, Bobby Wilkerson, was probably the most effective player on the court, as he contributed game highs of 19 rebounds and seven assists.
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Quinn Buckner, Scott May, and Coach Knight celebrate a joyful end to a long journey as the Hoosiers completed their undefeated season with a resounding victory over Michigan in the 1976 NCAA title game. IU Archives

In the other national semifinal, Michigan upset undefeated Rutgers 86-70. That set up an all-Big Ten championship game to decide the 1976 NCAA title (the first time that two conference rivals met in the title game). When the game began on March 29, at The Spectrum, Michigan struck the first blow—literally—when Wolverine forward Wayman Britt inadvertently struck IU’s Wilkerson with an elbow that knocked him cold less than three minutes into the game. Wilkerson, who had played so well against UCLA two nights earlier, had to be taken to the hospital and didn’t return to the game. Without Wilkerson, the Hoosiers fell back on their heels and allowed the Wolverines to shoot 62 percent from the field in the first half. Michigan led heavily favored Indiana 35-29 at the break and Indiana’s dream appeared in jeopardy. Knight inserted sophomore point guard Jim Wisman in Wilkerson’s place to start the second half, and the Hoosier offense started to click as May, Benson and Buckner began to find their openings. Indiana quickly tied the game at 39-39 less than five minutes into the second half. The game was tied again at 51-51 with 10:15 remaining. From that point on, it was all Indiana as the Hoosiers outscored Michigan 35-17 the rest of the way and won 86-68. After allowing the Wolverines to shoot the lights out in the first half, IU held them to 35 percent from the field in the second half. May led all scorers with 26 points and added eight rebounds. Buckner, the consummate floor leader, did a little bit of everything with 16 points, eight rebounds, four assists, and five steals. Benson had 25 points and nine rebounds and earned the Most Outstanding Player award for the Final Four.

“It’s been kind of a two-year quest for us,” said Knight afterwards. “These kids are very, very deserving. I know better than anybody how hard and how long they have worked for this.”

With a 32-0 record, the 1976 Hoosiers tied the 1957 North Carolina Tar Heels for the most wins ever for an undefeated NCAA champion. On a national level, Bob Knight was the consensus coach of the year, and Scott May was the consensus player of the year. May, Buckner and Benson were All-Americans for the second season in a row. They started the year ranked No. 1 and never vacated that spot. They faced the toughest group of opponents that an NCAA champion ever had to face. In the end, there were still those who contended that the 1974-75 team was actually the better team. While the 1974-75 team—with a healthy Scott May—went out and steamrolled its opponents by record margins, the 1975-76 team simply refused to lose and, in many ways, vindicated the 1974-75 team’s claim to greatness by winning the NCAA championship in 1976. Combined, those two teams amassed a 63-1 record over a period of two years. In the history of NCAA basketball, no school—save UCLA—can match the two-year dominance of those two Hoosier squads. The seniors on that 1975-76 team had captured the Big Ten championship in each of their four seasons, they went to two Final Fours, won an NCAA championship, and put together a four-year record of 108-12 overall and 59-5 in Big Ten play. And of course, they achieved the last undefeated season in NCAA basketball.

On Senior Day, Knight told the Indiana crowd, which had just gotten its last glimpse of the five seniors in their final game in Assembly Hall, “Take a good look at these kids, because you’re never going to see the likes of them again.” That was true not only for Indiana, but for nearly three decades and counting, it has also been true for all of college basketball as well.

[image: images]

Coach Bob Knight shares a smile with captains Scott May and Quinn Buckner after Indiana completed its undefeated season by defeating Michigan 86-68 in the 1976 NCAA title game. IU Archives
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The 1976 NCAA tournament bracket.


CHAPTER 2

MCCRACKEN RUNS THE TABLE A SECOND TIME

1952-53

OVERALL RECORD: 23-3

CONFERENCE RECORD: 17-1 (FIRST PLACE)

TEAM HONORS:

BIG TEN CHAMPIONSHIP, NCAA CHAMPIONSHIP

HOLIDAY FESTIVAL CHAMPION

INDIVIDUAL HONORS:

BRANCH MCCRACKEN—NATIONAL COACH OF THE YEAR (CONSENSUS)

BOB LEONARD—ALL-AMERICA, ALL-FINAL FOUR, ALL-BIG TEN (FIRST TEAM)

DON SCHLUNDT—ALL-AMERICA, ALL-FINAL FOUR, ALL-BIG TEN (FIRST TEAM), BIG TEN MVP

The seeds of Indiana’s 1952-53 championship season were sown during 1951. That was when coach Branch McCracken recruited 6’9” center Don Schlundt from South Bend. Schlundt was one of the most highly coveted high school players in country and had originally favored Kentucky before Big Mac wooed him to Bloomington. Previously, McCracken had relied on small, quick lineups in which all five players raced up court for quick scores. McCracken’s pressing, fast-breaking system had been highly successful, as Indiana used it to win a national championship in 1940 and compile a 157-53 record in Big Mac’s first ten seasons at IU. However, by the late 1940s, the Hoosiers had been hurt by the lack of a big man to defend tall centers on opposing teams and to provide a reliable scoring presence inside when the Hoosiers’ offense was forced to play in the half court. McCracken had nearly landed a big man in 1948 when he seemed to have locked up 6’9” Clyde Lovellette from Terre Haute. Lovellette moved to Bloomington just before the 1948-49 season began, but a few days before enrollment, he told Coach McCracken that he needed to go back to Terre Haute to get some more clothes and he never returned. A news story the following week reported that Lovellette was enrolled at Kansas. As a Jayhawk, he eventually became an All-American and led Kansas to the 1952 NCAA championship.

When Schlundt enrolled at IU for the 1951-52 season, he didn’t have to follow the normal policy of sitting out of varsity competition as a freshman, since the Korean War Waiver was in effect (because of the draft for the Korean War, the number of young men on college campuses was naturally depleted, and so freshmen were allowed to compete in order to fill out the rosters of collegiate teams). Thus, Schlundt gained invaluable experience by playing on the varsity as a freshman. Defensively, he struggled at times against stronger, more mature players, but offensively Schlundt was brilliant. He broke IU’s single-season record with 376 points (17.1 PPG) and set the single-game scoring record with 35 points against Purdue. He would re-break both records with even more impressive numbers in the years that followed.

As a sophomore, Schlundt perfected his greatest weapon, a deadly accurate hook shot, and became just as proficient shooting it with either hand. That made him an almost unstoppable force in the paint. However, as good as Schlundt was, the 1952-53 Hoosiers were far from a one-man team. Indiana returned seven lettermen from the 1951-52 squad that had gone 16-6 overall and finished fourth in the Big Ten. The team’s only significant losses were a trio of guards—Sam Miranda, Bob Masters and Sam Esposito. With the graduation of Miranda and Masters, IU lost its starting backcourt. Plus, Esposito was a 5’9” sparkplug who had shown signs of greatness, but decided to leave IU after his sophomore season to pursue a career in major league baseball (he ended up playing 10 seasons in the American League). With the departure of those guards, junior Bob Leonard moved to the backcourt full time after splitting his minutes between guard and forward as a sophomore. That move ended up being one of the keys to Indiana’s success in 1952-53, because Leonard was a natural point guard. He was a crafty passer and was excellent at feeding the ball into Schlundt in positions where the big guy could score. He was also a phenomenal outside shooter that kept defenses from collapsing on Schlundt out of fear that Leonard would stand outside and bury jump shots all night. Leonard’s 319 points (14.5 PPG) in 1951-52 would have broken the school record, had Schlundt not bested him with 376, and Leonard increased his average to 16.3 during the 1952-53 campaign. Leonard became known as “Mr. Outside” while Schlundt was “Mr. Inside.” The tandem played off of each other very well and became one of the most potent 1-2 punches in the history of college basketball.
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The 1952-53 team. First row (left to right): Bob Leonard, Charley Kraak, Don Schlundt, Dick Farley, Burke Scott; Second row: manager Ron Fifer, Dick White, Jim DeaKyne, head coach Branch McCracken, Paul Poff, Phil Byers, assistant coach Ernie Andres; Third row: Ron Taylor, Jim Schooley, Goethe Chambers, Jack Wright. IU Archives

While Schlundt and Leonard grabbed most of the accolades, they were also surrounded by some terrific role players. Schlundt was joined in the frontcourt by an excellent pair of forwards in juniors Dick Farley and Charley Kraak. The 6’3” Farley would have probably been a top scorer on almost any other team in the Big Ten. As a sophomore he was Indiana’s third-leading scorer at 8.9 PPG and he upped that to 10.1 PPG for the 1952-53 season, when his field goal percentage of .443 led the conference. He was also a strong ball handler and passer, but above all, he served as Indiana’s defensive stopper. He almost always guarded the opposing team’s top scorer. McCracken considered the Hoosiers’ other forward, 6’5” Charley Kraak, the best rebounder in the Big Ten. His lightning-quick instincts and jumping ability made him a beast to keep off the glass. He also ran the floor very well, which made him a perfect fit for McCracken’s system. Big Mac also had the luxury of another big center to backup Schlundt. At 6’10”, junior Lou Scott was just as imposing as Schlundt, but not quite as skilled. He was a strong rebounder and a solid defender, and most of all, if Schlundt got in foul trouble, the Hoosiers didn’t lose any height when Scott replaced him. Unfortunately, Scott ended up being ineligible for the second semester of the 1952-53 season, which left Farley and Kraak to back up Schlundt. The Hoosiers also had another Scott—Burke Scott (no relation to Lou). In his first season on the varsity in 1952-53, the 6’1” sophomore earned the other starting guard spot next to Leonard. He was an outstanding ball handler that could also feed the post and score when needed, but mostly he made his mark as a tenacious competitor and a ball-hawking defender who pestered opposing guards.
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Guard Bob Leonard releases one of his sweet jump shots. Leonard rose to All-America stature during the 1952-53 campaign. IU Archives
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Indiana was fully expected to be one of the top contenders in the Big Ten and one of the best teams in college basketball. Those expectations seemed a little skewed during the first two weeks of the season when the Hoosiers went 1-2 in their first three games. Things looked great on opening night when the Hoosiers raced past Valparaiso 95-56. In his first varsity game, Burke Scott scored 16 points to tie his backcourt mate Leonard for team-high honors. Charlie Kraak chipped in 13 points and 12 rebounds. After that easy win, the Hoosiers, who were ranked eighth in the preseason coaches’ poll, had their work cut out for them as they traveled to face Notre Dame (13th in the preseason coaches’ poll) and Kansas State (second in the coaches’ poll). IU ended up losing both games in the final seconds. Against the Fighting Irish, Indiana led 70-69 with 12 seconds remaining and reserve forward Jim DeaKyne at the line for two free throws. DeaKyne missed them both, and Notre Dame guard Jack Stephens grabbed the rebound on the second miss and took the ball coast to coast to score a lay-up with two seconds left to deliver a 71-70 Irish victory in South Bend. A week later, IU led Kansas State 80-78, but the Wildcats scored twice in the final 35 seconds to beat the Hoosiers 82-80. What the Hoosiers didn’t realize at the time was that it would be almost three months before the team would suffer another loss.
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Forward Charlie Kraak runs down a long rebound. McCracken often referred to the 6’5” Kraak as the best rebounder in the conference. IU Archives
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Coach Branch McCracken barks instructions to the Hoosiers during a timeout. IU Archives
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Because of the Big Ten’s expanded conference schedule, those three games were Indiana’s only pre-conference tune-ups for the 1952-53 season. The Big Ten decided to try a full round-robin schedule in which every conference team played every other team twice—once at home and once on the road. That increased the number of league games from 14 to 18, cut the number of nonconference games that Big Ten teams could play, and moved back the start of the conference season into mid-December.

IU opened league play with an 88-60 trouncing of Michigan on December 20, in Bloomington. Schlundt topped all scorers with 24 points. Two days later, the Hoosiers captured their first road win of the season with a 92-72 clobbering of Iowa in Iowa City. Leonard dropped in 27 points while Schlundt had 24 points and 13 rebounds. Next, the Hoosiers trekked north for a two-game road trip against Michigan and Michigan State, and Schlundt powered IU to two straight wins. The big guy scored 39 points against the Wolverines and 33 against the Spartans. Burke Scott was the hero in Indiana’s next game against No. 19 Minnesota in the IU Fieldhouse. The Hoosiers trailed 63-62 in the final minute. The Gophers drove in for a layup, but the ball went in and out and Bob Leonard grabbed the rebound and flipped it ahead to Scott who scored at the other end. Minnesota came back down and tried a quick shot to regain the lead, but missed. The Hoosiers grabbed the rebound and hit Burke for another layup at the end of the fast break to give IU a 66-63 victory. Then Indiana improved to 6-0 in Big Ten play with an 88-68 win at Ohio State. IU was alone atop the Big Ten standings and had already notched four conference road wins.

On January 17, the sixth-ranked Hoosiers hosted No. 4 Illinois, which was in second place in the league at 5-1. The Fighting Illini were the defending Big Ten champs and were not only voted as the favorite to win the Big Ten in the preseason coaches’ poll, but were also voted as the favorite to win the national championship. In this game, Indiana and Illinois locked into an epic tug of war that lasted two overtimes before the Hoosiers finally prevailed 74-70. Schlundt had 22 points and 11 rebounds before fouling out in the first overtime, while his counterpart, Illinois center Johnny “Red” Kerr, suffered through a nightmarish shooting performance of six of 30 from the field. In the final game before the semester break (which was in January back then), Indiana manhandled Purdue 88-75 in West Lafayette. In that game, IU set a new Big Ten record by making 42 free throws (in 54 attempts). At 8-0, the Hoosiers were now a full two games ahead of the field in the conference race and ranked No. 2 in the nation.
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After the two-week break between semesters, Indiana got back to business with its usual non-conference game following the break. Playing Butler in the IU Fieldhouse, the Hoosiers showed no signs of rust as they buried the Bulldogs in a 105-70 onslaught. It was the first time an IU team had ever broken the century mark, and the 105 points set the new school scoring record. Schlundt led the way with 33 points and 10 rebounds. After that, the Hoosiers resumed the task of mowing down Big Ten opponents as they won six straight games to up their record to 14-0. The final win of the six-game spurt was a 113-78 shellacking of Purdue.

With only four games remaining, Indiana’s only realistic challenger was two-time defending champion Illinois at 11-3, but the Fighting Illini were on the ropes. They had a chance to close the gap when they hosted the Hoosiers on February 28, in Champaign. For IU, a win would clinch the Big Ten title outright. Indiana jumped out to a 14-7 lead, controlled the game for the rest of the first half, and took a 43-37 advantage into the intermission. An 8-0 run to start the second half increased the lead to 51-37 and the Hoosiers never looked back from there. The final was 91-79. IU’s top three scorers all did better than their season average as Schlundt scored 33, Leonard added 23 and Farley chipped in 19. The win gave Indiana its first ever undisputed conference crown, after sharing titles in 1926, 1928, and 1936. It was also the first Big Ten championship for McCracken in his 12 seasons at IU (which included seven second-place finishes).
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The Hoosiers had a predictable letdown after the emotional win over Illinois. IU needed a thrilling 40-foot shot from sophomore reserve Paul Poff in the final seconds of overtime to slip by Northwestern 90-88 in Bloomington on March 2. After that win, the Hoosiers ascended to the No. 1 spot in the national rankings. Then, the IU squad went up to Williams Arena in Minneapolis and saw their 17-game winning streak come to an end when Minnesota’s sharp-shooting guard Chuck Mencel buried a running 20-footer with two seconds left in the game to give the Golden Gophers a 65-63 upset in front of the largest home crowd (18,114) in Minnesota history. The loss was a definite wake-up call for the Hoosiers, letting them know that they could, in fact, be beaten when they didn’t play their best basketball. IU bounced back, though, and defeated Iowa 68-60 in the final game of the regular season to finish conference play at 17-1 (and 19-3 overall).

Indiana retained its No. 1 national ranking entering the NCAA tournament and received a first-round bye. In the regional semifinals, the Hoosiers faced the DePaul Blue Demons, who had been ranked seventh in the country in February and had edged Miami of Ohio 74-72 in the first round. IU had the misfortunate of facing the Blue Demons in Chicago Stadium, just a few miles away from the DePaul campus. IU controlled the lead nearly wire to wire, but the pesky Blue Demons never gave up and kept making runs at the Hoosiers, including a 7-2 spurt to finish the game. IU outlasted them for an 82-80 win as Schlundt scored 23 points and Leonard notched 22. In the regional finals, IU collided with in-state rival Notre Dame, one of three teams that already had beaten IU that season. Schlundt decimated the Fighting Irish in the paint with 41 points, and IU cruised to a 79-66 victory to earn a berth in the Final Four in Kansas City.
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Entering the Final Four, the buzz was not centered on the top-ranked Hoosiers but on the Washington Huskies and their 6’7” center Bob Houbregs, who had set the NCAA tournament record with 45 points against Seattle in the regionals. Washington was considered the favorite to come away with the trophy, and that was fine with IU coach Branch McCracken because it focused all the media attention—and pressure—on another team. In its Final Four matchup against Louisiana State, Indiana came out red hot and hit 14 of its first 16 shots in the opening ten minutes to take a 31-20 lead. Because of the damage Schlundt did against Notre Dame, the Tigers started the game with a defense that sagged around Schlundt to deny him any room in the lane. However, that left Leonard wide open on the perimeter and he hit his first six shots, which forced LSU back into its typical man-to-man defense. At that point, Leonard immediately started feeding the ball to Schlundt, who went to work inside for a flurry of baskets. After IU took its early lead, LSU—led by its All-America center Bob Pettit—continued to battle the Hoosiers, but could never catch back up. IU won 80-67 as Schlundt and Pettit tied for game-high honors with 29 points each, and Leonard added 22 for IU. In the evening game, Kansas, the defending NCAA champion, pulled off a surprising 79-53 upset over Washington and Houbregs to set up an Indiana-Kansas final, a rematch of the 1940 title game that was played on the same court in Kansas City.
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Forward Dick Farley was the most underrated Hoosier on the 1952-53 squad. Farley was a terrific defender who usually guarded the opponent’s top scorer, plus he led the Big Ten in shooting percentage. IU Archives

The 1953 championship game ended up being much more competitive than the 1940 game (which IU won 60-42). Like the 1940 contest, it was a partisan crowd in favor of the Jayhawks, whose campus was only 40 miles away, but this time the Hoosiers had 500 boosters (a huge number for that era) who made the trip west. The two teams battled each other from the opening tip, and neither squad could ever gain a decided advantage. The score was tied 41-41 at the break, and the tug of war continued at the start of the second half. Controversy ensued midway through the second half when Kansas center and leading scorer B.H. Born appeared to foul out of the game when he was called for his fifth foul. Kansas coach Phog Allen angrily argued that Born only had four and was supported by some members of the press. When the officials acquiesced and let Born stay in the game, McCracken exploded. He argued that Born had five fouls in the official records and that it was against the rules to alter the books. He was overruled, and Born was allowed to play. IU clung to a slim lead, or was tied, throughout the final ten minutes. The Jayhawks’ Dean Kelly buried a jump shot to tie the game at 68-68 with 58 seconds remaining, but then Kelly fouled Bob Leonard on a drive to the basket with 30 seconds remaining. Leonard, a strong foul shooter, missed the first free throw but calmly drilled the second one. The Hoosiers defense put the clamps on the Jayhawks in the final seconds, limiting them to a long shot from the corner with only three seconds remaining. When that shot harmlessly bounced off the iron, the Hoosiers celebrated the second national championship in school history.
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Don Schlundt drops in two easy points over a helpless defender. As a sophomore, Schlundt became the first Hoosier to ever average 20 points per game for the season in 1952-53 when he averaged 25.4 PPG. By the time he left Bloomington, Schlundt owned nearly every IU scoring record in the books. IU Archives
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The 1953 NCAA tournament bracket.
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The jubilant Hoosiers erupt in celebration after edging out Kansas 69-68 in the 1953 NCAA title game in Kansas City. In the middle of the melee is coach Branch McCracken and team captain Bob Leonard, while big Don Schlundt joins in from the left. IU Archives

Three weeks earlier, after the Illinois victory that clinched the Big Ten title, McCracken told his players, “I never praise you fellows, and sometimes you must think I’m pretty hard. I criticize and tell you where you do the wrong things, and leave the praise to your mothers and sweethearts and friends. But tonight I’ll have to say that you’re the greatest team in the country.” The IU players could have gotten complacent from McCracken’s remarks, but instead they went out and proved him right.


CHAPTER 3

THE MOST DOMINANT TEAM IN IU HISTORY

1974-75

OVERALL RECORD: 31-1

CONFERENCE RECORD: 18-0 (FIRST PLACE)

TEAM HONORS:

UPI NATIONAL CHAMPION, BIG TEN CHAMPION, RAINBOW CLASSIC CHAMPION, INDIANA CLASSIC CHAMPION

INDIVIDUAL HONORS:

BOB KNIGHT—NATIONAL COACH OF THE YEAR (CONSENSUS), BIG TEN COACH OF THE YEAR

STEVE GREEN—ALL-AMERICA, ALL-BIG TEN (FIRST TEAM), ACADEMIC ALL-AMERICA, ACADEMIC ALL-BIG TEN

QUINN BUCKNER—ALL-AMERICA, ALL-BIG TEN (FIRST TEAM)

SCOTT MAY—ALL-AMERICA, ALL-BIG TEN (FIRST TEAM), BIG TEN MVP

KENT BENSON—ALL-AMERICA, ALL-BIG TEN (FIRST TEAM)

It may have been, quite simply, the most eagerly anticipated season in the history of IU basketball up until that time—and for good reason. The Hoosiers returned all five starters and all of the regular reserves from the 1973-74 team that had shared the Big Ten title with Michigan and went on to win the short-lived CCA postseason tournament. Entering the 1974-75 campaign, the Hoosiers had it all: coaching, experience, leadership, inside scoring, outside scoring, defense and depth. Plus, they had ambition. After a team dominated by freshmen and sophomores made it to the 1973 Final Four and lost to eventual champion UCLA, those young players longed to make it back and show their mettle by capturing the national championship. They barely missed the 1974 NCAA Tournament by losing a playoff game to Big Ten co-champion Michigan two days after the regular season ended. For the 1974-75 campaign, those players who were freshmen and sophomores in the 1973 Final Four were now juniors and seniors, and were ready to make a run at the top prize in college basketball.

With 12 lettermen and all of the players from the regular rotation returning, Coach Knight knew exactly what he had to work with. After trying nine different starting lineups the previous season, Knight settled on a solid rotation that he stuck with throughout most of the 1974-75 campaign with sophomore Kent Benson at center, senior Steve Green and junior Scott May at the two forwards, and juniors Quinn Bucker and Bobby Wilkerson at the guard spots. Off the bench, Knight used senior John Laskowski to fill in at guard and on the wing, while junior Tom Abernathy filled in up front.

At 6’11”, Benson was a space-eater on the inside. Although not a great athlete, he was a hard worker and probably the most improved player on the team. After winning the MVP award as a freshman in the CCA tournament in the spring of 1974, Benson was ready to carry more of the offensive load as a sophomore. He used a hook shot, a reliable face-up jumper, and a variety of post moves to provide the Hoosiers with a solid presence in the paint. The two forwards, Green and May, were both 6’7” players that could score inside and outside. May was the better athlete and better at taking the ball to the basket, but Green was a more effective perimeter shooter. At guard, the 6’3” Buckner was the floor leader of the Hoosier attack on both sides of the ball. He had outstanding court vision, quick reflexes, and the kind of basketball moxie that every coach wants his point guard to possess. His backcourt running mate, 6’7” Bobby Wilkerson, jumped center for the Hoosiers at tip-off, played guard on offense, and then usually covered the other team’s best offensive player. The Hoosiers basically had another starter coming off the bench in 6’5” sharp-shooter John Laskowsi. “Laz” started a few games as a sophomore and junior but mostly relished his role coming off the bench and sparking the Hoosiers. He may not have started many games, but he was usually on the floor at the end because he was the team’s best clutch performer. Early in his career he earned the nickname “Super Sub” for his excellence as a reserve, and if college basketball gave out a sixth man award, Laskowski would have probably been the top candidate to receive it. IU’s other key reserve was 6’7” Tom Abernathy, who was also a former high school teammate of Laskowski’s. Abernathy was a versatile offensive and defensive player that could fill in at both forward spots and at center. He was an excellent passer, a strong defender, and a steady player that rarely made mistakes on the floor.
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The 1974-75 team. First row (left to right): Scott May, Steve Green, John Laskowski, Kent Benson, Don Noort, Tom Abernathy; Second row: Steve Alfeld, Wayne Radford, Jim Crews, Quinn Buckner, Doug Allen, John Kanstra, Mark Haymore; Third row: head coach Bob Knight, trainer Bob Young, manager Larry Sherfick, Bob Wilkerson, Jim Wisman, assistant coach Dave Bliss, assistant coach Bob Donewald, assistant coach Bob Weltlich. IU Archives

Other players filled in for a few minutes here and there, but the seven players mentioned above dominated the action when the game was on the line. They were so effective that they didn’t leave much room for other players to make it onto the floor, except in mop-up duty, and fortunately there ended up being plenty of that available.

Coach Knight had an outstanding group of freshmen—Wayne Radford, Jim Wisman and Mark Haymore—that benefited from getting some of those mop-up minutes. Radford was a 6’3” guard/forward from Indianapolis that was strong, quick and aggressive. He was a good outside shooter that could also slash to the basket. Wisman was a 6’2” guard from Quincy, Illinois, who was a high school All-American as a senior. A natural point guard, Wisman had excellent ball-handling and passing skills and was also a good perimeter shooter. Haymore was a 6’8” forward/center from Shaker, Ohio, that averaged 25 points, 20 rebounds, and seven assists as a senior in high school. He had good strength, a variety of inside moves, and a soft shooting touch. The IU coaching staff hoped that he could develop into a player similar to former IU All-American Steve Downing. However, Haymore only lasted two years at IU before transferring to Massachusetts.

[image: images]

[image: images]

Guard Bobby Wilkerson was an imposing presence. As a 6’7” guard, Wilkerson could see over defenders to easily deliver passes to his teammates, and on defense he would hound opposing guards to the keep them from being able to start their offense. IU Archives

The fourth member of that freshman class left Indiana before official practices even started. A 6’7” forward named Larry Bird from tiny French Lick, was a player that Knight had taken a chance on even though he had struggled academically in high school and played against mostly small-school competition. Knight liked Bird’s great hands and court vision, and at the time he recruited Bird, he felt like Larry really wanted to come to IU. Unfortunately, when Bird arrived in Bloomington, he was overwhelmed by the huge campus and he was flat broke. He felt completely out of place and eventually just went back home without really letting anyone at IU know why he was leaving.

He eventually transferred to Indiana State, grew a couple inches, and became one of the best college basketball players of all time, as well as an NBA Hall of Famer with the Boston Celtics. Knight later regretted that he let Bird leave so easily and always believed that Larry would have been a perfect fit in the IU system.
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Of course, at the time, Indiana was loaded with talent and was preparing for its highly anticipated season. The loss of one recruit who was unhappy in Bloomington and felt like he made the wrong college choice seemed fairly inconsequential. The biggest concern Knight and the Hoosiers had to worry about at the time was a grueling schedule. The team was set to play a school-record 29 games, including preconference matchups with several strong opponents, and 18 conference games in a newly reinstituted round-robin schedule for Big Ten play. IU entered the season as the Big Ten favorite and the No. 3 team in the country in the preseason AP poll.

“I look upon this season as a great challenge,” said Knight in the fall of 1974. “Naturally, I’m pleased that our squad is creating interest and excitement—it’s good for the players, fans, and Indiana basketball in general. But at the same time, our success of the past two seasons and our high preseason rating makes us the target for everyone on our schedule. I just hope we can play good, consistent basketball over the course of the season, and if we do, the record will take care of itself.”

If there were any lingering doubts about just how potent this IU team could be, they were momentarily quelled on November 30, when the Hoosiers opened with a 113-60 annihilation of Tennessee Tech in Assembly Hall. May was the game’s high scorer with 22 points, while Green added 20 and Benson and Buckner scored 17 apiece. Next, the Hoosiers got to try their mettle against three ranked teams and had to play two of them on the road. No. 7 Kansas hosted IU in Allen Fieldhouse on December 4. In a nip-and-tuck affair, Indiana led 60-58 in the final minute, but the Jayhawks’ Norm Cook scored on a rebound basket to send the game into overtime. Kansas was ahead 70-69 until John Laskowski buried a 16-footer with 0:43 left on the clock to give IU a one-point lead. The Hoosiers got a defense stop and then played keep away with the ball until Green scored and was fouled with one second remaining. When he completed the three-point play with a free throw, the final score was 74-70 in IU’s favor. Green finished with 19 points, while May led IU with 29 points and 10 rebounds. After that, the IU squad steamrolled 15th-ranked Kentucky 98-74 in Bloomington, led by 26 points and 13 rebounds from Kent Benson, and then beat No. 11 Notre Dame 94-84 in South Bend, as six different Hoosiers scored in double figures.
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Center Kent Benson goes up to block an opponent’s shot. As a sophomore, Benson showed tremendous maturity and improvement and became an All-American for the 1974-75 campaign. His inside presence anchored Indiana’s potent offense and solidified the defense. IU Archives

Following those three key wins over top 15 teams, Indiana cruised to four straight double-digit victories over Texas A&M, Toledo, Creighton and Nebraska, and in the process, moved up to No. 2 in the AP poll. The wins over Toledo and Creighton came in the first ever Indiana Classic. The Hoosiers then wrapped up the preconference season by traveling to Honolulu, Hawaii, for the Rainbow Classic. In the opening round, IU outlasted a stubborn Florida team 98-84, behind 32 points from Green and 17 from Laskowski, in his first game back since the Notre Dame win when suffered a foot injury. Then, Indiana whipped Big Ten rival Ohio State 102-71 and Hawaii 69-52 to win the tournament championship and close out the preconference schedule with a perfect 11-0 record.

Making it through that early schedule without a blemish was both a blessing and a curse. With convincing wins over a lot of quality teams, the Hoosiers knew they could beat anyone. However, in the previous 12 years, three other Big Ten teams—Indiana in 1965, Illinois in 1969, and Minnesota in 1973—had come into league play undefeated, and all three were rudely received by their conference compatriots, as each of three teams was unceremoniously beaten in their first Big Ten road game. More importantly, none of those three teams went on to win the conference crown. Their early-season success had put a target on their backs that none of the three could overcome. That made what the Hoosiers were about to accomplish in the 1975 Big Ten season even more remarkable.
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If college basketball gave out a “sixth man” award, the trophy for the 1974-75 season would have probably gone to IU guard John Laskowski. Laz was a deadly outside shooter and a clutch performer. IU Archives
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Coach Bob Knight offers some encouragement to his floor general, junior guard Quinn Buckner. IU Archives

Both history and the scheduling gods appeared to be conspiring against IU as the team opened the conference season with a two-game road trip against a pair of the Big Ten’s top teams, Michigan State and Michigan. “I can’t imagine a tougher way to start,” said Knight at the time.

However, on the day of Indiana’s league opener against Michigan State, 10 of the black players on the Spartan team walked out of a morning meeting en mass when coach Gus Ganakas announced that one of the starters against the Hoosiers was going to be 6’7” freshman Jeff Tropf (one of the team’s two white players). Ganakas, who said he had been unaware of any previous internal problems, was shocked by the move and indefinitely suspended all ten of the players involved. As a result, Ganakas was forced to hastily throw together a team with his remaining players and some guys from the junior varsity to play the second-ranked Hoosiers four and a half hours later. IU predictably demolished the Spartans 107-55, as six Hoosiers scored in double figures and only one player, Scott May, logged more than 20 minutes on the floor. Two days later, Indiana blew by the 17th-ranked Michigan Wolverines 90-76 in Ann Arbor. After those two road victories, Indiana ascended to No. 1 in the rankings for the first time that season, which suddenly made the Hoosiers an even bigger target.

Knight feared a letdown as the team returned to Bloomington for two games, but IU completely obliterated Iowa 102-49 and then used a late rally to blow out No. 17 Minnesota 79-59. Next came four more blowouts over Northwestern, Wisconsin, Purdue (ranked 20th), and Illinois. That put the Hoosiers at 8-0 in the conference and 19-0 overall. Then, the IU squad was put to its first real nail-biter since the December 4 game at Kansas. This time it came against Ohio State on February 1, in St. John Arena, where the Buckeyes had never lost a game that Knight was involved in. During Knight’s three seasons as a player on the varsity at Ohio State, his teams amassed a record of 34-0 there, and as a coach, Knight’s teams were 0-3 against the Buckeyes. IU had already beaten OSU by 31 points in the Rainbow Classic, but the Buckeyes hung tough on their home court before bowing 72-66. Scott May led all scorers with 25 points.

At the halfway mark of the conference season, IU was 9-0 and stood a full three games ahead of the field. After the OSU cliffhanger, the Hoosiers went back to steamrolling opponents as they beat Michigan, Iowa, Minnesota, Northwestern and Wisconsin by an average of 25 points, and none of those five teams came closer than 15 points. Indiana’s next game was the best and the worst of the season. The Hoosiers went into West Lafayette and escaped with a thrilling 83-82 win to clinch the Big Ten title outright (with three games still remaining). However, leading scorer Scott May fractured his left arm in the first half and had to be taken to the hospital. He returned, with his arm in a cast, to see the final seconds of the game and celebrate the victory with his teammates, but he was sidelined indefinitely.

Against the Boilermakers, Steve Green scored a game-high 29 points on remarkable 13-15 shooting from the field. In the nine games leading up to the Purdue contest, Green had averaged just seven PPG while recovering from a bad bout of the flu that hit him in January. Without May in the lineup, Green scored 30 points, 29 points, and 25 points to lead the Hoosiers to three final conference wins over Illinois, Ohio State, and Michigan State. They finished the regular season with a perfect 29-0 record, the first undefeated mark in school history. In the Michigan State game, May returned for the first time. His left arm was in a heavy cast, and it was also wrapped in a protective foam rubber to cushion any blows. He played only a few minutes at the end and didn’t score. It was clear that if the Hoosiers were going to keep their undefeated run alive and win the NCAA title, then they would have to do it without Scott May at full strength.
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In Steve Green’s final farewell in Assembly Hall, Coach Knight addresses the Senior Day crowd to tell them how much they should appreciate the team’s senior forward. IU Archives

In the first round of the NCAA tournament, the Hoosiers went to Lexington, Kentucky, to face UTEP, which had a renowned defense that held opponents to 54.5 PPG for the season—the best in the nation. The Miners held IU to 31 points on 36-percent shooting in the first half. But after the intermission, the Hoosiers blew the game wide open when Green, Laskowski and Buckner began finding the seams in the defense, and IU rolled to a 78-53 win. In the Mideast Regional Semifinals, Indiana matched up with Oregon State. Against the Beavers, Benson dominated the inside while Green hit almost everything in sight from the perimeter. IU opened up a 48-27 halftime lead and coasted to an 81-71 win. Benson scored 23 while Green led all scorers with 34 points on 14-19 (74 percent) shooting. That set up a showdown in the regional finals with the Kentucky team that IU had defeated by 14 in Assembly Hall in December.

Kentucky was still seething from that early-season humiliation, which was much worse than the score indicated, and which also featured a verbal (and nearly physical) confrontation between Knight and Kentucky assistant Lynn Nance. In the regional finals, Knight thought that Kentucky would employ a zone to counter the Hoosiers’ precision offense, and so he chose to start Scott May, cast and all, because May had been shooting the ball very well in practice and Knight wanted his best shooters on the floor. However, Kentucky had gotten schooled while trying to defend all of the picks and screens in the Hoosiers’ offense in the first game, so they employed a simple defensive strategy: They would body-check every IU player who tried to set a screen in the lane. In the opening minutes, Steve Green went to set a pick, and Wildcat forward Bob Guyette knocked him to floor and told him that was what was going to happen all afternoon. One journalist counted eight times that Guyette decked Green to the floor in the first half, and only three of them were called as fouls. The game was knotted at 44-44 after a first half that had seen multiple ties and lead changes. In the second half, the referees continued to let Kentucky’s body blows go unchecked, and the Hoosiers began to look like they were wearing out from the pressure and the physical play as the Wildcats grabbed an 85-75 lead with under four minutes remaining, but Kent Benson rallied the Hoosiers to a mere 90-88 deficit with only 33 seconds remaining. IU couldn’t get any closer, and the Wildcats prevailed 92-90. Benson finished with career highs in points (33) and rebounds (22) and was named the MVP of the regional, but he left the floor with tears streaming down his face—an outward symbol of the agony that his teammates, coaches, and IU fans felt as the Hoosiers’ dream season came to a premature end.
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Injured forward Scott May, with a cast on his left arm, kneels on the sideline and hangs his head as the Hoosiers’ undefeated season comes to an end with a 92-90 upset at the hands of Kentucky in the regional finals of the NCAA tournament. IU Archives

That day a resolve was born in the group of players that would return the next season. They decided that they did not want to suffer through the emotions they felt after the Kentucky loss ever again. They almost immediately began to focus all of their energy and attention on the 1975-76 season and what it would take to accomplish the one paramount goal that had eluded them—the national championship. However, they would have to make that journey without Steve Green and John Laskowski, two vital cogs in the Hoosier machine. After the season, both of them were drafted by the Chicago Bulls in the second round of the NBA draft. Laz signed with the Bulls and played two seasons before going into a business career and becoming a longtime announcer of IU basketball games. Green signed with Utah in the ABA and eventually played three seasons with the Indiana Pacers in the NBA before returning to IU to finish dental school.

In the final analysis, the 1974-75 team—particularly the seven players who made up Knight’s primary rotation—played a brand of basketball that was arguably the greatest and the purest in Indiana University history. No team could beat them. In the final analysis, they were defeated only by one fateful broken arm.
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The 1975 NCAA tournament bracket.


CHAPTER 4

A TEAM THAT REFUSED TO LOSE

1986-87

OVERALL RECORD: 30-4

CONFERENCE RECORD: 15-3 (FIRST PLACE)

TEAM HONORS:

NCAA CHAMPION, BIG TEN CO-CHAMPION, HOOSIER CLASSIC CHAMPION, INDIANA CLASSIC CHAMPION

INDIVIDUAL HONORS:

BOB KNIGHT—NAISMITH COACH OF THE YEAR, BIG TEN COACH OF THE YEAR

STEVE ALFORD—ALL-AMERICA, ALL-FINAL FOUR, ALL-BIG TEN (FIRST TEAM), BIG TEN MVP, BIG TEN MEDAL OF HONOR

KEITH SMART—FINAL FOUR MOST OUTSTANDING PLAYER, ALL-FINAL FOUR

DEAN GARRETT—BIG TEN NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR

Seniors Steve Alford, Daryl Thomas and Todd Meier knew that they only had one chance left, and they desperately wanted to avoid becoming the first four-year players to graduate under coach Bob Knight at Indiana without winning at least one Big Ten championship. They came to Indiana as a highly touted class of recruits (which originally included 1983 Illinois Mr. Basketball Marty Simmons) and they made a big splash as freshmen, helping a very young Hoosier team to a 13-5 Big Ten record, an upset of No. 1 North Carolina in the 1984 NCAA tournament, and a trip the Elite Eight. During their sophomore year, the Hoosiers were expected to be one of the best teams in the country, but they mysteriously slid to a 7-11 conference record and missed the NCAA tournament.

The next year—their junior campaign—they overcame a lack of size in the front court and a lack of depth on the bench to restore Hoosier pride by making a serious run at the Big Ten title. However, they got demolished by Michigan on the final day of the season and had to settle for second place, and then Cleveland State upset IU in the first round of the NCAA tourney. That left Alford, Thomas and Meier with a sense of unfinished business heading into their final season in Bloomington.

IU returned 11 lettermen (with five of them coming off of redshirt seasons) from a team that had set a school record with a sizzling field goal percentage of .537 for the season, but had struggled with a lack of depth and had often gotten manhandled on the boards. The Hoosiers graduated point guard Winston Morgan, sixth man Stew Robinson, and seldom-used reserve Courtney Witte, and also lost jumping-jack Andre Harris, the team’s starting power forward and leading rebounder who decided to transfer at the end of the 1985-1986 season. The Hoosiers also added four newcomers. Freshmen Tony Freeman, a 5’7” guard, and Dave Minor, a 6’5” forward, weren’t expected to provide immediate help, but two junior college transfers—6’10” center Dean Garrett and 6’1” guard Keith Smart—were definitely expected to step in and become important contributors in Bob Knight’s regular rotation. Garrett, a Californian with broad shoulders and long arms, definitely came to Bloomington with a lot of advanced billing. He was the inside player that the 1985-86 IU team had been sorely missing. He was a solid rebounder with a good shooting touch and some strong inside moves on offense, but his greatest value to Indiana was as a defensive intimidator in the paint. He ended up blocking a school-record 93 shots, and he altered many more shots as well. Keith Smart was a cat-quick guard who could explode off the floor with a vertical leap that exceeded 40 inches. He had used those physical gifts to become a junior college All-American at Garden City Junior College in Kansas and he quickly earned a spot next to Alford in the Indiana backcourt. Smart’s progress was accelerated by the fact that Alford took him under his wing and showed him how to be an effective college basketball player, while Thomas did the same for Garrett.
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The 1986-87 team. Front row (left to right): Todd Jadlow, Keith Smart, Todd Meier, Steve Alford, Daryl Thomas, Dean Garrett, Kreigh Smith, Joe Hillman; Second row: Tony Freeman, Dave Minor, Jeff Oliphant, Brian Sloan, Steve Eyl, Magnus Pelkowski, Rick Calloway; Third row: trainer Tim Garl, assistant coach Ron Felling, assistant coach Joby Wright, head coach Bob Knight, assistant coach Kohn Smith, assistant coach Royce Waltman, team physician Dr. Brad Bomba; Fourth row: graduate assistant Julio Salazar, manager Mike McGlothlin, manager Bill Himebrook, graduate assistant Murray Bartow, graduate assistant Dan Dackich.

IU Archives

Garrett and Smart joined Alford, Thomas, and sophomore Rick Calloway to form a starting lineup that was well-balanced and extremely potent offensively. All five players ended up averaging double figures for the 1986-87 season. Thomas had come to IU as a wing player but had been forced to play center for the undersized IU squad during the 1985-86 campaign. With the arrival of Garrett, Thomas could move to power forward, but now he did it with a season of banging against Big Ten wide bodies under his belt. The final member of the frontcourt was Calloway, a 6’6” swing man who was coming back from a freshman season in which he averaged a surprising 13.9 points and 4.9 rebounds. Calloway was a slasher who loved to get to the rim, but he also had a nice mid-range game as well.

Of course, the Hoosiers were anchored by All-American Steve Alford, who was widely regarded as the best outside shooter in college basketball. “I’ll tell you a remarkable thing about Alford,” said Knight. “He’s not big, he’s not strong, and he’s not quick… It’s hard for me to imagine how a kid like that can score as many points as he does. He doesn’t post up, he doesn’t get rebound baskets, and he doesn’t really take the ball to the basket to score. He’s just got to work like hell to get the jump shot.” Under Knight’s tutelage, Alford had become a master of moving without the ball and taking advantage of screens to get open jump shots. Any defender who drew the unlucky assignment of guarding Alford had to not only battle Steve himself, but also had to fight through dozens of body blows from the screens set by his fellow Hoosiers. Entering his senior year, Alford’s career field goal percentage was 56 percent—an amazingly accurate number for an outside shooter. He also had an excellent chance of becoming Indiana’s all-time leading scorer by passing Don Schlundt’s career mark of 2,192 points, which had stood for over 30 years.
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While Alford and the other starters logged most of the minutes on the court, the Hoosiers also got sparks from several key reserves. Sophomore guard Joe Hillman, who had led the state of California by averaging 41.3 PPG as a senior in high school in 1984, was IU’s primary backcourt reserve. Hillman was a hard-nosed guard and an excellent floor leader with an assist-to-turnover ratio of better than two-to-one. He was a good shooter and passer who knew how to run Knight’s motion offense, and he was also a tough defender. Knight’s primary frontcourt reserve was junior Steve Eyl, a versatile 6’6” athlete who could score, rebound and defend. Senior Steve Meier was slowed by a set of bad knees, but the former high school All-American also came off the bench to contribute solid minutes in the frontcourt and provided excellent senior leadership.

The addition of Smart and Garrett to an already-solid Indiana team pushed expectations sky high. The Hoosiers were ranked No. 3 in the nation in the pre-season. Their archrival Purdue was ranked No. 4, and those two squads were viewed as the favorites in the Big Ten, with Iowa (ranked No. 10 in the preseason) and Illinois (No. 14) expected to be right on their heels. Preseason expectations usually don’t count for a whole lot in the Big Ten, but in the 1986-87 season they turned out to be quite prophetic.

In a November 16 exhibition game against the Soviet National Team, Indiana trailed 91-88 in the final minutes, but Daryl Thomas scored inside then buried six straight free throws to carry IU to a 97-95 come-from-behind victory in Assembly Hall. Indiana’s late-game charge turned out to be a sign of things to come as this team would show time and time again that it knew how to win close games. Against the Soviets, Thomas ended up finishing with 24 points and eight rebounds, Alford had 23 points and six assists, and Rick Calloway had a game-high 25 points to go with eight rebounds. Garrett proved to be the inside presence that IU was hoping for, as he had 17 points and 10 rebounds against the big and physical Soviet front line. Smart ended up pulling a groin muscle during warmups and missed the game.

The new-look Hoosiers cruised through their preconference schedule with a 9-1 record. That included solid wins over Notre Dame (in South Bend), 13th-ranked Kentucky, and Louisville. Alford led the attack against the Fighting Irish and the Wildcats with 26 points in each of those games. Garrett was headliner against the Cardinals as he scored 12 points, grabbed 11 rebounds, and held Louisville’s star center Pervis Ellison to just eight points on 3-14 from the field. Another huge performance from Garrett came against UNC-Wilmington as he tallied 17 points, 16 rebounds, and seven blocked shots in response to being benched by Coach Knight for a lackluster effort in the previous game. It ended up being the only game of the season he didn’t start.
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Team captains Todd Meier (left), Daryl Thomas (middle), and Steve Alford (right) hoist the NCAA championship trophy after Indiana defeated Syracuse 74-73 in the NCAA title game. IU Archives
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Steve Alford steps to the podium and addresses Hoosier fans during a reception in Assembly Hall after the IU squad returned from Baton Rouge, Louisiana, as the 1987 NCAA champion. IU Archives
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Another one of the best performances of the preconference season was Alford’s 26-point game against Princeton. The Hoosier sniper took advantage of college-basketball’s newly implemented three-point shot by draining eight of 11 threes in an 83-54 win against Pete Carril’s Tigers. The only speed bump in IU’s preconference run was a 79-75 loss to C.M. Newton’s Vanderbilt Commodores in rowdy Memorial Gymnasium in Nashville, Tennessee. The biggest scare of the preconference came on opening night when Calloway went down with a knee injury. At the time, IU feared that it could be serious enough to end Calloway’s season and deal a blow to the Hoosiers’ championship hopes. However, it turned out to be a stretched ligament, and Calloway returned to the lineup at nearly full strength by the end of December.

When the Big Ten season tipped off with Indiana at Ohio State on January 4, it was Keith Smart’s turn to shine. Buckeye coach Gary Williams had his team focus on Steve Alford, so they double-teamed him, ran a box-and-one at him, and helped out on him whenever he got the ball. As a result, they decided to leave Smart open on the outside because their scouting report told them that Smart had deadly quickness but limited shooting range. Smart blew holes in that theory by hitting open jumper after open jumper and scoring 20 points in the first half as the Hoosiers raced to a 47-33 lead. Smart hit a three-pointer at the start of the second half and IU led 50-33. Ohio State mounted a desperate comeback and cut the lead to 74-70. At that point, IU had the ball and got it to Alford, who missed a baseline jump shot. As the IU and OSU big men jostled for position and went up for the rebound, a body in a red jersey flew out of nowhere and got a hand on the ball way above the rim. It was Smart. Ohio State’s 6’7” Tony White said he felt Smart’s knees brush his shoulders. Smart said he remembered looking across the rim and seeing Alford on the floor. It was one of the most dazzling leaps that anyone had ever seen on a basketball court, and sportswriter Bob Hammel calculated that it was a jump of better than 50 inches. Smart’s tip-in missed, and he was called for a foul (even the refs were a little bewildered by his fantastic leap). Smart also twisted his ankle when he came down and had to leave the game. Nevertheless, it was a play that was long remembered by those who witnessed it. After Smart exited, Alford took over the game, hitting back-to-back threes and scoring 10 straight points down the stretch to lift IU to a 92-80 win. Smart finished with a career-high 31 points on 13-18 shooting from the field, including 5-5 from three-point range. Alford had 22 points and nine assists, and Calloway chipped in 20 points.
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Using the All-America form that made him famous, Steve Alford releases one of his deadly accurate jump shots. During his four-year career at Indiana, Alford was widely hailed as the best outside shooter in college basketball. IU Archives
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After the win in Columbus, IU went north and beat Michigan State 79-60 and Michigan 85-84. Against the Wolverines, the Indiana squad opened up a 17-point halftime lead, but, just as they had done against Ohio State, the Hoosiers let Michigan back in the game. In fact, the game was tied with 0:08 left and Michigan guard Gary Grant on the line. Grant made the first free throw, but missed the second one. Thomas grabbed the rebound for IU and whipped the ball ahead to Alford, who drove the ball deep into the lane and pulled up for a 10-footer that rattled home for an 85-84 Indiana victory. That win gave IU a 3-0 record during a tough three-game road trip to open the Big Ten season. It was a terrific shot in the arm for a team that desperately craved the conference crown.

Next, IU returned to Bloomington and whipped Wisconsin (105-63) and Northwestern (95-43). Undefeated in league play and riding an 11-game winning streak, the red-hot Hoosiers traveled for a showdown with Iowa on Thursday, January 22. If the third-ranked Hoosiers were hot, then the Hawkeyes were a blazing inferno. They were 17-0, ranked No. 1 in the nation, and loaded with as much talent as any team in the country. All 12 members of that Iowa squad went on to play professional basketball in one form or another. Their headliners were sophomores B.J. Armstrong and Roy Marble, and they also had big center Brad Lohaus and sixth-man Jeff Moe, an Indiana native. In the Iowa City battle, the Hawkeyes jumped out to a 33-20 lead, but IU closed it to 46-44 at the half, and then snatched the lead early in the second half. However, Iowa was a deep team with a pressing, trapping defense, and they kept attacking until they had built an 83-68 lead. Then it was IU’s turn to put on a run. The Hoosiers closed it to 93-88 when Alford came off a screen and drilled a three-pointer with 1:25 left on the clock. Unfortunately, a referee ruled that Alford’s foot had touched the out-of-bounds line and waved off the shot. Over the final minute and a half, Iowa ran off an 8-0 run to close out a 101-88 victory. It was the first time a team had ever broken the century mark against a Knight-coached team. Six different Hawkeyes scored in double figures, led by Jeff Moe and Kevin Gamble with 17 points each. Daryl Thomas led IU with a game-high 22 points, along with five rebounds and 10 assists.

[image: images]

Iowa’s win put the Hawkeyes in sole possession of first place in the Big Ten at 6-0, while IU dropped into third place at 5-1 (a half-game behind Purdue). Nevertheless, the Iowa game was a turning point. Up until that contest, IU was 14-1, but had only played one ranked team, Kentucky, and so there was a sense that no one knew just how good the Hoosiers really were. Iowa had proven that it fully deserved the No. 1 ranking, but, in the final minutes of the game, IU had an excellent opportunity to beat them in Iowa City, in a contest in which Iowa performed at the top of its game. Plus, the Hoosiers had gotten massacred on the boards 46-19, and still stayed in the game. As a result, Knight and the Hoosiers felt like they could beat any team in the country. However, Knight was so impressed with Iowa that he didn’t expect them to lose another game, and he told his IU players that their best shot at the conference title was to win their next eight games and then beat Iowa in Bloomington on February 21—and then finish off their final three games with wins.
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All-American Steve Alford was brilliant during the 1987 NCAA tournament, averaging 23.0 PPG as he led IU to a fifth NCAA championship. IU Archives

The Hoosiers did just what Knight had asked of them. They pulled off eight straight victories. That included Assembly Hall wins over No. 12 Illinois and No. 4 Purdue, but it also included a couple of lackluster road victories over Big Ten bottom-feeders Northwestern and Wisconsin. In fact, IU had to go three overtimes to beat the Badgers in Madison. Still, IU was 13-1 in league play heading into its rematch with Iowa, which was 10-3 after suffering several unexpected setbacks. Instead of being a game the Hoosiers needed to catch up with the Hawkeyes, it turned into one in which IU dealt a knockout blow to Iowa’s Big Ten title hopes. Indiana led 46-27 at the half, weathered a big second-half run from the Hawkeyes, and won 84-75.

With three games remaining in conference play, IU held a game-and-a-half lead over second-place Purdue in the conference standings. The Hoosiers were 23-2 overall, ranked second in the country, and were on track for a No. 1 seed in the NCAA tournament’s Midwest Regional, where IU would get to play the first two rounds in the Hoosier Dome in Indianapolis. However, IU’s conference title hopes and postseason positioning were thrown into uncertainty when the Hoosiers lost back-to-back road games at No. 6 Purdue and No. 14 Illinois. After the Illinois loss, IU (14-3) trailed Purdue (15-2) heading into the final weekend of the regular season, and it looked like the Boilermakers were now on track to get the No. 1 seed in the Midwest. But a change of fortune reshuffled the deck on Saturday, March 7, when IU rolled to a 90-81 win over Ohio State on Senior Day in Assembly Hall, and then Purdue got crushed 104-68 by Michigan in Ann Arbor. Thus, the Hoosiers and the Boilermakers tied for the Big Ten title.

Purdue’s unimpressive showing against Michigan caused the Boilermakers to slip to a No. 3 seed in the East Regional of the NCAA tournament and opened the way for Indiana to get its coveted No. 1 seed in the Midwest. Just as Knight had hoped, IU used the Hoosier Dome as a launching pad for a deep NCAA run. In the first round, the Hoosiers manhandled Fairfield 92-58 as the IU frontcourt of Garrett, Thomas and Calloway combined for 51 points. Then, in the second round, IU fell behind Auburn early and ended up having to play at the Tigers’ fast pace in order to keep up. The Hoosiers got huge performances out of several players and pulled away in the second half to post a 107-90 victory. Alford hit seven three-pointers and led all scorers with 31 points. Smart nearly had a triple-double with 20 points, 15 assists, and nine rebounds. Thomas added 27 points and eight rebounds while Calloway chipped in 18 points and 13 rebounds.

In the Sweet Sixteen, IU matched up with 17th-ranked Duke, the NCAA runner-up from 1986. It was the first time that Knight and his former player and assistant Mike Krzyzewski—the skipper at Duke since 1980—had squared off in the coaching arena. The Blue Devils had a talented roster that included multiskilled sophomore Danny Ferry and guards Tommy Amaker and Quinn Snyder, and they jumped out to an early 29-21 lead. But then the Hoosiers started opening up things on offense for Alford and Calloway, who triggered a 28-10 run to give IU a 49-39 halftime lead. In the second half, the Blue Devils hung tough, but the Hoosiers never relinquished control of the game and won 88-82. All five Hoosier starters scored in double figures, led by 21 apiece from Smart and Calloway.

In the regional finals, IU had a surprising matchup with the 10th-seeded LSU Tigers, who had already upset No. 2 seed Temple and No. 3 seed DePaul. The year before, LSU was an 11th seed in the Southeast Regional and upset the No. 1, 2, and 3 seeds to make a run to the 1986 Final Four. They nearly repeated that improbable accomplishment. The Tigers had IU down for most of the second half and led 75-66 with 4:38 remaining. But then Dean Garrett dunked in a rebound, Daryl Thomas stole the ball, and Joe Hillman converted a fast-break layup and a foul for a three-point play. Next, Thomas sank two free throws. Suddenly IU trailed only 75-73 with 3:01 left to play. LSU stalled, and then guard Daryl Joe put them up 76-73 with 0:50 to go when he got fouled and made one of two free throws. Ten seconds later, Keith Smart hit both ends of a one-and-one to cut the lead to 76-75. When LSU freshman Fess Irvin missed the front end of one-and-one on the other end, Indiana got the rebound and had a chance to win with 0:26 remaining. As he often chose to do, Knight didn’t call a timeout. IU made its move when Thomas screened for Alford, the defenders followed Alford and Thomas cut to the middle and received the ball. He faked and then released a ten-footer as he jumped into LSU’s Jose Vargas. Thomas’s shot came up short —an air ball—but Calloway swooped in and snatched it out of the air and then softly banked it into the basket all in one motion. IU won 77-76. Alford had 20 points and seven assists and Garrett had 17 points and 15 rebounds, but the hero was Calloway, the Cincinnati native who made the game-winning play in his hometown and also contributed 11 points, five rebounds, and five assists.

In the Final Four in New Orleans, IU played UNLV in one national semifinal while Jim Boeheim’s Syracuse Orangemen faced Rick Pitino’s Providence Friars in the other semifinal. All the talk was about IU-UNLV game, which pitted the No.1-ranked Runnin’ Rebels with their free-wheeling, high-scoring attack, against the No. 2-ranked Hoosiers and their precision offense. UNLV was 37-1, with the only loss being a one-point defeat to Oklahoma, and they looked nearly unbeatable. Almost everyone expected IU to play a ball control game to slow down UNLV, but Coach Knight actually feared the Rebels’ rugged, physical defense more than their offense. Surprisingly, he decided the best way to beat UNLV was to outrun them, and the Hoosiers did just that. Sixteen minutes into the game, IU led 41-27, but UNLV closed it to 53-47 at the break. The Rebels, who got huge performances out of Armon Gilliam (32 points and 10 rebounds), Freddie Banks (38 points on 10 three-pointers), and Mark Wade (18 assists), led briefly midway through the second half, but then IU went on a 12-2 run and never trailed again on the way to a 97-93 triumph. Alford pumped in 33 points, Garrett had 18 points and 11 rebounds, and Calloway added 12 points, six rebounds, and six assists.

In the NCAA championship game, Indiana met Syracuse, who had defeated Providence 77-63. In the regional finals, Syracuse, ranked 10th in the nation, had also knocked off third-ranked North Carolina, one of the favorites to win the tournament. In the first half of the NCAA final, both teams played well, and neither could gain the upper hand. Alford carried IU throughout the first 20 minutes, and he drilled a three-pointer as time expired to give the Hoosiers a 34-33 lead going into the locker room. For the Orangemen, freshman power forward Derrick Coleman already had 13 rebounds, and he and center Rony Seikaly were dominating the inside against the Hoosiers.
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Indiana’s game-winning basket swishes through the net as Keith Smart’s momentum carries him past the baseline. Smart was the one who shot the basket that downed Syracuse 74-73 in one of the most thrilling NCAA championship games in the history of the tournament. IU Archives
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In a ceremony at the White House, U.S. president Ronald Reagan congratulates coach Bob Knight, Steve Alford, Daryl Thomas, and Todd Meier on IU’s national championship victory. IU Archives

Syracuse quickly grabbed the lead at the start of the second half and upped their advantage to as much as eight points. They led 52-46 with 12:12 left to play. That’s when Keith Smart, who had been pulled out of the game early in the second half following an errant lob pass, re-entered the fray. Knight would later say that over those final 12 minutes “Keith Smart made as many big plays in critical situations as anybody I’ve ever seen.”

Within minutes of returning, Smart broke down the Syracuse defense with a drive and fed Thomas for a dunk to tie the game at 52-52. Then Smart gave IU the lead with a flying, twisting layup around Siekaly, but the Orangemen fought back and went ahead 61-56 on several key plays by point guard Sherman Douglas. A couple of minutes later, Smart tied it again at 61-61 with a driving layup. Syracuse didn’t back down and made several key plays of its own, but every time the Orangemen seemed ready to pull away, Smart almost always responded. Seikaly scored to give Syracuse a 70-68 lead with time ticking away, but Smart came back and drove the baseline, sliced between Seikaly and Coleman and sank a reverse layup. Then, Syracuse forward Howard Triche broke loose inside and scored to give the Orangemen back the lead at 72-70 with 0:52 left. Smart missed a jumper, and Triche rebounded and was fouled. He buried the first and missed the second, which caromed off the front of the rim and was deflected out to Smart, who grabbed the ball and raced it up court. He pulled up and sank a leaning 10-footer to cut the lead to 73-72 with 30 seconds left. IU put on a full-court press and fouled Coleman at the 0:28 mark.

When Coleman missed the front end of the one-and-one, and Thomas snatched the rebound, IU went down court without a timeout to go for one last shot. Alford ran off multiple screens, but he couldn’t shake loose from Douglas. The ball went to Smart, who drove to the left elbow and jumped into the air, drawing Coleman off Thomas. Smart dished back to Thomas, who tried to drive the baseline but Coleman quickly recovered and didn’t bite on Thomas’s head fake. Instead of forcing a tough shot, Thomas (who had been rejected by Siekaly and Coleman several times earlier in the game) dished to Smart, who curled behind him. Smart received the pass and leapt high in the air and faded toward the baseline in order to create enough space for an open shot. The ball looped precipitously through the air and then hit the bottom of the net with 0:05 left on the clock. Syracuse couldn’t get a timeout called until 0:01. They tried a desperation full-court pass, but it was intercepted by Smart, and the game was over. IU won 74-73 and Coach Knight clinched his third national championship at Indiana. Smart finished with 21 points, six assists, and five rebounds and was named the Most Outstanding Player of the Final Four. Alford scored 23 points and was also named to the All-Final Four team. Thomas had 20 points and seven rebounds and Garrett finished with 10 points and 10 rebounds. For Syracuse, Seikaly and Coleman combined for 26 points and 29 rebounds.
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The 1987 NCAA tournament bracket.

It was only fitting that IU won the 1987 national championship in a game that went down to the wire. These Hoosiers were a perfect 4-0 in one-point games and 13-2 in games decided by five points or less. Knight said, “This team played the last five minutes of critical games as well as I’ve ever seen a team play.” That was legacy of greatness left by the 1986-87 Hoosiers.


CHAPTER 5

THE BEST DEFENSE IN COLLEGE BASKETBALL

1980-81

OVERALL RECORD: 26-9

CONFERENCE RECORD: 14-4 (FIRST PLACE)
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1952-53 TEAM ROSTER

Head coach: Branch McCracken
Assistant coaches: Ernie Andres

No. Player Hometown Class  Posifion  Height
14 Phil Byers Evansville, IN So G 511
20 Goethe Chambers Union City, IN So F 63
22 Jim DeaKyne Fortville, IN Ir G 63
15 William Ditius Mt. Pulask, IL So F 61
31 Dick Farley Winslow, IN Ir F 63
14 James Fields Andrews, IN So F 61
33 Dick Hendricks Huntington, IN ir @ 65
42 Don Henry Evansville, IN So F 62
13 Charlie Kraak Collinsvile, IL I F 65
21 Bob Leonard (Capt.) Terre Haute, IN Ir G 63
31 Paul Poff New Albany, IN So G 61
34 Don Schlundt South Bend, IN So c 69
19 Jim Schooley Auburn, IN st c 65
25 Burke Scott Tell City, IN So G 60
35 LouScott Chicago, IL I G 610
23 RonTaylor Chicago, IL Ir F 63
41 Dick White Terre Haute, IN So F 61
24 Jack Wright New Castle, IN i F 510
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1974-75 SEASON RESULTS

Date Court Opponent Result Score

111301974 H Tennessee Tech w 113-60
12411974 A (#7) Kansas w 74-70
121711974 H (#15) Kentucky w 9874
121111974 A (#11) Notre Dame w 94-84.
12/14/1974 N1 Texas AZM w 90-55
12116/1974 H Toledo w 9270
1212011974 H Creighton w 71-53
121211974 H Nebraska w 97-60
12/26/1974 N2 Florida w 98-84.
1212711974 N2 Ohio State w 10271
12/30/1974 N2 Hawaii w 69-52
11411975 A Michigan State w 107-55
10611975 A (#17) Michigan w 90-76
1111975 H lowa w 102-49
11311975 H (#17) Minnesota w 79-59
118/1975 A Northwestern w 8256
112011975 A Wisconsin w 89-69
11251975 H (#20) Purdue w 104-71
112711975 H llinois. w 73-57
2111975 A Ohio State w 72-66
21311975 H Michigan w 70-48
2/8/1975 A lowa w 79-56
211011975 A Minnesota w 69-54.
215/1975 H Northwestern w 8258
21171975 H Wisconsin w 93-58
22211975 A Purdue w 83-82
212411975 A llinois. w 11289
3111975 H Ohio State w 8678
31811975 H Michigan State w 94-79
NCAA Tournament

3115/1975 N3 (#17) UTEP w 78-52
312011975 N3 (#13) Oregon State w 8171
312211975 N4 (#5) Kentucky L 90-92

1 Indianapolis, IN
2 Honolulu, HI

3 Lexington, KY
4 Dayton, OH
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1975-76 SEASON RESULTS

Date Court Opponent Result Score
112911975 N1 (#2) UCLA w 84-64
121811975 N2 Florida State w 8359
121111975 H (#8) Notre Dame w 63-60
12/15/1975 N3 (#14) Kentucky w 7768
12/19/1975 H Georgia w 9356
1212011975 H Virginia Tech w 10174
1212611975 Nd Columbia w 106-63
1212711975 Nd Manhattan w 9761
1212811975 Nd (#17) St. John's w 7669
1131976 A Ohio State w 66-64
11511976 H Northwestern w 78-61
111011976 A (#19) Michigan w 8074
111211976 A Michigan State w 69:57
111711976 A llinois w 8355
111911976 H Purdue w 71-67
112411976 A Minnesota w 8576
112611976 A lowa w 8873
13111976 H Wisconsin w 11461
271976 H (#16) Michigan w 72-67
2/9/1976 H Michigan State w 8570
21411976 H Hlinois w 58-48
2/16/1976 A Purdue w 7471
2211976 H Minnesota w 7664
2231976 H lowa w 101-81
212611976 A Wisconsin w 96-67
311976 A Northwestern w 76-63
3/6/1976 H Ohio State w 96-67
NCAA Tournament

3/131976 N5 (#17) St. John's w 9070
3/18/1976 N6 (#6) Alabama w 7469
312011976 N6 (#2) Marquette w 65:56
31271976 N7 (#5) UCLA w 6551
31201976 N7 (#9) Michigan w 86-68

1 5t. Louis, MO
2 Indianapolis, IN
3 Lovisville, KY

4 New York, NY

5 South Bend, IN
6 Baton Rouge, LA
7 Philadelphia, PA
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INDIANA'S RANKING IN THE 1952-53
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1986-87 SEASON RESULTS

Date Court Opponent Result Score
11/29/1986 H Montana State w 90-55
12/2/1986 A Notre Dame w 67-62
12/6/1986 H (#13) Kentucky w 7166
12/9/1986 A Vanderbilt L 7579
12112/1986 H UNC-Wilmington w 7372
12131986 H East Carolina w 9668
12/2011986 H Morehead State w 84-62
12/23/1986 H Louisville w 6758
12/26/1986 ] Princeton w 8354
121271986 1 Illinois State w 8258
11411987 A Ohio State w 9280
1/8/1987 A Michigan State w 79-60
112/1987 A Michigan w 85-84
1/15/1987 H Wisconsin w 103-65
117/1987 H Northwestern w 95-43
112211987 A (#1) lowa L 88-101
112411987 A Minnesota w 7753
1/28/1987 H (#12) llinois w 69-66
1/31/1987 H (#4) Purdue w 8877
21411987 H Michigan State w 84-80
2811987 H Michigan w 8367
21171987 A Northwestern w 7775
2/16/1987 A Wisconsin w 86-85
2/19/1987 H Minnesota w 7270
212111987 H (#7) lowa w 84-75
2126/1987 A (#6) Purdue L 64-75
3/1/1987 A (#14) llinois L 67-69
3/7/1987 H Ohio State w 90-81
NCAA Tournament

3/12/1987 ] Fairfield w 9258
3/14/1987 1 Auburn w 107-90
3/20/1987 n2 (#17) Duke w 88-82
3/22/1987 n2 Louisiana State w 7776
3/28/1987 n3 (#1) UNLV w 9793
3/30/1987 N3 (#10) Syracuse w 7473

3 New Orleans, LA
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1974-75 TEAM ROSTER

Head coach: Bob Knight

Assistant coaches: Dave Bliss, Bob Donewald, Bob Weltlich

Player
Tom Abernathy

Steve Ahlfeld

Doug Allen

Kent Benson

Quinn Buckner (Capt.)
Jim Crews

Steve Green (Capt.)
Mark Haymore

John Kamstra

John Laskowski

Scott May

Don Noort

Wayne Radford

Bob Wilkerson

Jim Wisman

Hometown
South Bend, IN
Wabash, IN
Champaign, IL
New Castle, IN
Phoenix, IL
Normal, IL
Sellersburg, IN
Shaker, OH
Frankfort, IN
South Bend, IN
Sandusky, OH
Worth, IL
Indianapolis, IN
Anderson, IN
Quincy, IL

Class
Ir
sr
sr
S0
I
I
sr
Fr
sr
sr
I
Ir
Fr
Ir
Fr

Position

Height
67
50
66
611
63
65
67
68
61
65
67
68
63
67
62
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1986-87 TEAM ROSTER

Head coach: Bob Knight
Assistant coaches: Ron Felling, Kohn Smith, Royce Waltman, Joby Wright

No. Player Hometown Class  Posi Height
12 Steve Alford (Capt) New Castle, IN st G 62
20 Rick Calloway Gincinnati, OH So GIF 66
32 Stevekyl Hamilton, OH Ir F 66
10 Tony Freeman Westchester, IL Fr G 57
22 Dean Garrett San Clemente, CA Ir c 610
44 Joe Hillman Glendale, CA So G 62
11 Todd Jadlow Salina, KS Rs FIC 69
30 Todd Meier (Capt) Oshkosh, Wi st FIC 68
31 Dave Minor Gincinnati, OH Fr F 65
35 Jeff Oliphant Lynons, IN So F 65
14 Magnus Pelkowski Bogota, Columbia So FIC 610
45 Brian Sloan McLeanshoro, IL I FIC 68
23 Keith Smart Baton Rouge, LA Ir G 61
42 Kreigh Smith Tipton, IN So GIF 67

24 Daryl Thomas (Capt) Westchester, IL st FIC 67
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1986-87 SEASON STATISTICS

Team Statistics G FG% 3FG% FT% R A TO S B PF PTS PPG
Indiana 34 513 508 767 350 160 13.2 63 40 183 2806 82.5
Opponents 30 451 384 677 347 132 153 53 24 216 2012 70.9
Player Statistics G-GS FG% 3FG% FT% R A TO S B PF PTS PPG
Alford 30-30 473 530 889 26 36 19 11 01 15 749 22.0
Thomas 30-34 538 000 .786 57 08 21 13 04 29 534 157
Calloway 2927 531 000 742 44 19 23 11 02 27 364 126
Garrett 30-3 542 000 .635 85 06 12 05 27 27 387 114
Smart 34-31 517 364 841 29 32 22 09 01 30 382 112
Pelkowski 141 522 667 .600 19 01 05 01 02 16 53 3.8
Eyl 301 648 000 674 34 12 08 05 02 13 101 3.0
Hillman 325 .83 200 742 12 21 09 03 01 14 80 25
Freeman 160 417 250 700 09 24 12 06 00 10 35 22
Sloan 17-1 448 000 500 1.1 05 04 02 02 09 35 21
Smith 251 500 875 857 08 06 02 02 00 05 37 15
Oliphant 20 000 000 .600 2.0 05 05 00 00 05 Rt
Meier 290 450 000 591 15 02 05 02 00 12 31 11

Minor 182 250 000 714 08 06 07 00 00 05 15 08
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1952-53 SEASON RESULTS

Date Court Opponent Result Score
1211952 H Valparaiso w 95-56
12/6/1952 A Notre Dame L 7071
12131952 N1 Kansas State L 80-82
1212011952 H Michigan w 88-60
121221952 A lowa w 91-72
11311953 A Michigan w 9188
1/5/1953 A Michigan State w 69-62
1/10/1953 H (#19) Minnesota w 6663
112/1953 A Ohio State w 8868
117/1953 H (#4) Winois w 7470
119/1953 A Purdue w 88-75
2121953 H Butler w 105-70
2711953 A Northwestern w 88-84
21911953 H Wisconsin w 66-48
211411953 H Michigan State w 65-50
2/16/1953 A Wisconsin w 7270
22111953 H Ohio State w 8167
212311953 H Purdue w 13.78
212811953 A (#10) llinois w 9179
31211953 H Northwestern w 90-88
3/7/1953 A Minnesota i 6365
3/9/1953 H lowa w 68-61
NCAA Tournament

3/13/1953 N2 DePaul w 8280
3/14/1953 N2 (#17) Notre Dame w 7966
3/17/1953 N1 (#7) Louisiana State w 8067
3/18/1953 N1 (#5) Kansas w 69-68

1 Kansas City, MO
2 Chicago, IL





OEBPS/Images/22-1.jpg
1953 Championship Bracket

Regional Regiondl National National
Firs Rownd Senfinals Finals Semifinals Championshp
iy -
)
Philedelphic, PA' Merch 13 [EE20
Ry N |0
Merd14
e G 1871
Kamso Gy WO | b 147
17
e
i O]
e
Fort Wayne, IN March 13 Mo Do 655
__—
Giago | Wen
o 14
o
e 0]
Fort Viayoe, I B 13 [
i
Kenses Gty MO | s 941
West Ll 'NATIONAL CHAMPION
oatk
March 10 Seathe W1
Seatle, WA March 13 Nahogn $110
babrgn
PR e
e Merch 14
March 10 St e 1156
N 13 S e 6152
Kamsos Gy WO [ 255 795
Nard 17
©
Meshngr B4
Mrch 13 L_I3) Nebegr NATIONAL THIRD PLACE
G5 Regor T s
ot 14
Manhattan, KS s 4155 ‘ot Releigh, NC
o 14 ke e 1 ks Vel 71
e o G, L
Penasybvania 90, DePaul 70
M 13 o 45 ot Corvalb, OR
Seatlle 80, Wyoming 64
by ot Mankaten, K

TCU S8 lebams Gty 56






OEBPS/Images/9-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/29-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/45-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/6-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/4-1.jpg
1975-76 TEAM ROSTER

Head coach: Bob Knight
Assistant coaches: Harold Andreas, Bob Donewald, Bob Weltlich

No. Player Hometown Class  Posi Height
33 Tom Abernathy South Bend, IN st F 67
25 Bob Bender Bloomington, IL Fr G 63
54 KentBenson New Castle, IN It c 611
21 Quinn Buckner (Capt.) Phoenix, IL st G 63
45 Jim Crews Normal, IL st G 65
31 ScottEells Hoopeston, IL Fr F 69
32 Mark Haymore Cleveland, OH So FIC 68
42 ScottMay (Capt) Sandusky, OH st F 67
22 Wayne Radford Indianapolis, IN So GIF 63
43 Jim Roberson Rochester, NY Fr FIC 69
34 Rich Valavicius Hammond, IN Fr F 65
20 Bob Wilkerson Anderson, IN st GIF 67

23 Jim Wisman Quincy, IL So G 62





