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Introduction


Finding a great job without a college degree is hard to do—but it’s possible. In fact, more and more, going to college doesn’t necessarily guarantee you a job. In the past few years, only one in four college graduates find jobs in their field. And, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, eight out of the ten fastest-growing jobs don’t require college degrees.


But that doesn’t mean these jobs are easy to get. You’ll need to be willing to work hard. And you’ll also need something else. The people who build a successful career without college are all passionate about their work. They’re excited about it. They’re committed to getting better and better at what they do. They don’t just want to make money. They want to make money doing something they truly love.


So a good place for you to start is to make a list of the things you find really interesting. What excites you? What do you love doing? Is there any way you could turn that into a job?


Now talk to people who already have jobs in that field. How did they get where they are today? Did they go to college—or did they find success through some other route? Do they know anyone else you can talk to? Talk to as many people as you can to get as many perspectives as possible.


According to the U.S. Department of Labor, two out of every three jobs require on-the-job training rather than a college degree. So your next step might be to find an entry-level position in the field that interests you. Don’t expect to start at the top. Be willing to learn while you work your way up from the bottom.


That’s what almost all the individuals in this series of books did: they started out somewhere that probably seemed pretty distant from their end goal—but it was actually the first step in their journey. Celebrity Simon Cowell began his career working in a mailroom. Jim Skinner, who ended up running McDonald’s Corporation, started out flipping burgers. World-famous cook Rachael Ray worked at a candy counter. All these people found incredible success without a college degree—but they all had a dream of where they wanted to go in life … and they were willing to work hard to make their dream real.


Ask yourself: Do I have a dream? Am I willing to work hard to make it come true? The answers to those questions are important!
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CHAPTER 1


EARLY INFLUENCE




WORDS TO KNOW


formal: Formal means going along with the usual rules and requirements for doing something.


collaborate: To collaborate is to work together on.


innovative: If something is innovative it is something new that’s never been done before.


culinary: Culinary means having to do with cooking.








In 2006, Rachael Ray was given an opportunity that most of us only dream about. Without any formal training whatsoever, Rachael Ray was offered her own talk show—and not by just anyone! Oprah Winfrey had heard about Rachael’s amazing success as a television host on 30 Minute Meals, and Oprah loved her personality. She wanted to extend the invitation to collaborate on a cooking show they both would produce, but Rachael Ray would host. As anyone can guess—Rachael agreed!


In less than ten years, Rachael went from being a rather unknown manager at an upscale grocery store to becoming a talk-show host that pulled in over a million viewers each day. Not only that; she also gets to meet incredibly famous and successful people each time she hosts a show. The list of guests she has had on her show is seemingly endless, including hundreds of easily recognizable names. But what really makes her life extraordinary isn’t the fact that she has her own talk show; plenty of people do. It’s the fact that she never formally learned how to be a professional chef—she never went to college at all, in fact—and yet she is making more money and gaining more publicity than most people that cook for a living.
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