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WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT

  

  MOSES AND JESUS: THE SHAMANS

  The author Dr Jones-Hunt, in her exhaustive survey of the literature reviews the mountainous evidence down the ages of personal inspiration and communication from a higher spiritual dimension coupled with its spiritually transformative consequences…a valuable insight into the…cross-cultural nature of spiritual experiences…the author’s extensive research offers a new perspective which could aid the growth of ecumenical and interfaith relations so badly needed in today’s troubled climate.
Rev. Dr Michael Stanley, author and former principal of the New Church College (Swedenborgian)

  Although much of orthodox religion looks upon mediumship as the work of the devil, a strong case can be made that messages received through mediumship are the very foundation of organized religion. Jacqueline Jones-Hunt PhD makes that case, offering an abundance of evidence suggesting that what today is known as mediumship went by different names in earlier times.
Michael Tymn, author, member of the Academy of Spirituality and Paranormal Studies, USA. www.lightlink.com

  This is a remarkable and revolutionary book which sheds a new light on familiar religious traditions…comprehensive, thoroughly researched and very though-provoking.
Professor Rupert Sheldrake, British biochemist, Director of Perrott-Warrwick Project, author, including Telepathy, Psychic Pets & Other Powers of Animals.

  Looks great!...the information is pure gold…a lifetime reference book…a very important book…
Victor J. Zammit, Euro-Australian attorney-at-law, (retired), psychical researcher, author, New South Wales, Australia.

  I recommend this thoroughly researched book to all those enquiring into knowledge about life after death. Based on my 50 years of personal experience with psycho-energetic phenomena and humans manifesting same, their origin is not in space-time though they yield correlates that have space-time manifestations…
Professor William A. Tiller, Professor Emeritus, Stanford University, USA, Author & Founder of the Tiller Foundation.

  Jackie Jones-Hunt has written an exciting and fascinating book by taking some bold steps in her discussions about Jesus as a shaman. Her research and journeys into world religions and the history of mystics leads her in places few have gone. She is suggesting new ways of looking at very old beliefs. I commend her explorations and look forward to seeing where this research will lead us.
Diane Corcoran PhD, President of the International Association for Near Death Studies Inc. (IANDS).

  I thoroughly endorse this excellent, original research and recommend it to all to read.
Rev. Dr. (Dean) Pat W. Fenske,

  Former Executive Director of the Spiritual Frontiers Fellowship International Inc: Former Trustee of the Academy of Spirituality & Paranormal Studies Inc: Former President of IANDS & Former Editor of IANDS Journal: Vital Signs.

  …well written, exceptionally well-researched…Dr Jones-Hunt takes us on a journey through history to decode evidence of mediumship…arguing that…mediumship…could be the foundation stone of the religious experience…clearly condensed knowledge gained through many, many years of research and experience…a highly recommended volume…one of the only textbooks on mediumship that combines an academic and scientific worldview with an understanding of spiritualism…
Robert Black, Former Editor for Living Traditions Magazine, Australia. www.livingtraditions-magazine.com

  What I have read is exceedingly good and I am sure will be valued by all who read it…and trust that your hard work will be rewarded by the appeal it will have among those who are discerning!
Eric Hatton, Minister & First & Only Honorary President of the Spiritualist National Union, UK.

  The author Dr J. Jones-Hunt,…I can thoroughly recommend this book as one of undoubted value to anyone who has an open mind…
Professor Archie E. Roy, Former President of the Society for Psychical Research and Founding President of the Scottish SPR, UK.

  A comprehensive and well thought out work, correlating historical and biblical events with modern-day mediumship. A must for the serious student of psychic research.
Dr Robin Foy PhD, spiritual scientist, psychic researcher & sitter including the Scole Experiment.

  This is an inspiring book that will enlighten all who have the good fortune to read it…fluid and absorbing…an enthralling read.
Simon Forsyth, The Psychic Times www.thepsychictimes.com

  A valuable and original work and a major contribution to the understanding of the complex subject of mediumship, spirituality and religions. Dr Jones-Hunt’s excellent book is likely to become a foundational resource….
Professor Abdul Hassam PhD, DSc (hon).

  This book is an encyclopaedic foundation stone providing vital knowledge …compiled painstakingly by the author…
Sonia Rinaldi, Author, International Prize Winner & Director of the Advanced Research Institute on Instrumental Transcommunication (Brazil).

  This book takes a giant leap towards synthesising evidential aspects of psychical research with evidence, which would appear to indicate a spiritual dimension. As someone who has researched these matters…for over 20 years I would thoroughly recommend this book… as almost compulsory reading.
Tricia Robertson, Hon Secretary & former president of the Scottish Society for Psychical Research, UK, co-author with prof. Archie Roy on 3 papers on mediumship, DACE tutor, Glasgow University.

  This excellent, revolutionary…book should be read by everyone. They will learn many invaluable things including the many facets of mediumship, the origins of religions and evidence for the survival of the dead.
Crawford Knox PhD. Author, Former Trustee & Hon. Treasurer of the Alistair Hardy (Psychical) Research Centre, & former council member of the SSPR, UK.

  A comprehensive survey of the history of relations between the psychic and the spiritual drawing on a vast rande of sources and culminating in an evaluation of the 18th century scientist and seer Swedenborg.
David Lorimer MA, PGCE, FRSA, Author of 12 books, Programme Director of the Scientific & Medical Network, Executive Vice-President of the Wrekin Trust & Vice- President of the Swedenborg Society.

  …the author analyzes…evidence…from an interesting perspective seldom covered…an important addition to…literature on psychical research.
Thomas Jones, Co-founder of www.SurvivalAfterDeath.org

  …a fascinating exploration of the main sources of ancient wisdom…
Dr Anabela Cardosso, Author, Founder, Editor & Director of the ITC Research Centre, Spain.

  This remarkable book presents a vast array of evidence for the survival of all living creatures…excellent, stimulating, …and most certainly inspired book.
Ann McCutcheon, President of Langside and Cambuslang Spiritualist Churches and medium.


  


  

  

  

  Moses and Jesus:

  the Shamans

  



  Jackie Jones-Hunt PhD


  


  

  

  Moses and Jesus:

  the Shamans

  



  Jackie Jones-Hunt PhD

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


  [image: image]

  Winchester, UK

  Washington, USA


  

  

  

  First published by O-Books, 2011

  O-Books is an imprint of John Hunt Publishing Ltd., Laurel House, Station Approach,
  Alresford, Hants, SO24 9JH, UK
  office1@o-books.net
  www.o-books.com

  For distributor details and how to order please visit the ‘Ordering’ section on our website.

  Text copyright: Jackie Jones-Hunt 2010

  www.jackiejoneshunt.co.uk

  ISBN: 978 1 84694 471 0

  All rights reserved. Except for brief quotations in critical articles or reviews, no part of this book may be reproduced in any manner without prior written permission from the publishers.

  The rights of Jackie Jones-Hunt as author have been asserted in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

  A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

  Design: Stuart Davies

  


  Printed in the UK by CPI Antony Rowe

  Printed in the USA by Offset Paperback Mfrs, Inc

  

  

  

  

  


  
    We operate a distinctive and ethical publishing philosophy in all areas of our business, from our global network of authors to production and worldwide distribution.

  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  This book is dedicated with great love to Tony my husband, my parents, Eric and Eileen, grandparents Elizabeth and Bob, and to our wonderful Jack Russell dogs: Jac, Sioux, Edward and Lizzie. They each give oceans of love, devotion, loyalty, fun and companionship, unreservedly and unconditionally.

  A special dedication goes to Sioux our 16 year old dog who recently passed to spirit herself and wee Jac who passed to spirit some years before her. It is clear to see why they go to spirit long before us, as they are such innocent, vulnerable, emotional souls who have little to learn. Words cannot describe their love nor express our love for them. They are indeed spiritual teachers and it is a privilege to share our lives with them giving them contented dreams and happy lives.

  

  

  

  

  

  


  Lead me from death to life, from falsehood to truth
Lead me from despair to hope, from fear to trust
Lead me from hate to love, from war to peace
Let peace fill our heart, our world, our universe
Satish Kumar (Indian writer, 1937–1981), ‘Prayer for Peace’, adapted from the Upanishads

  Hurry to begin the slow process of healing this dying planet. Very soon it will be too late. If not for ourselves, as we are the ones who are killing her, save her for the innocents, the animals, who were left in our care and keeping.
Jackie Jones-Hunt PhD


  Foreword I

  By Archie E. Roy, professor emeritus of astronomy, Department of Physics and Astronomy, Glasgow University, Glasgow, United Kingdom

  We are told frequently that in the West we live in a post-religious age, that church attendances are diminishing yearly, and that for many people who still call themselves members of a church, it has essentially become a four-wheeler membership, in that they only come to church in a pram to be baptized, in a taxi to be married and in a hearse to be buried. A gross over-simplification, of course, but it neatly encapsulates the result of the legacy left us in the second half of the 19th century by Darwin and Wallace in their theory of the survival of species by natural selection, a legacy – unwelcome to many religious fundamentalists such as the ‘creationist science group’ – reinforced by the astronomers’ awesome mapping of the gigantic size of the universe.

  It is a universe in which, if on a suitable scale it was the size of Asia, the 200,000 million galaxies it contained would be grains of sand. If then the scale was enlarged and one of those grains of sand – our galaxy – was magnified to the size of Asia, its 100,000 million stars would themselves be grains of sand scattered a few hundred yards from each other. One of them, the star we call the sun, has a planetary system that would be covered on that scale by a penny centered on the sun’s speck of celestial fire. If the scale was altered yet again with the penny expanded to the size of Asia, the earth would be a ball that would fit comfortably inside a modest-sized bungalow. The thin film of air, land and water in which life in all its varieties exists on our planet would on that last scale be less than one half-inch in thickness.

  But the legacy has been modified yet again by those materialist reductionists who accept the widespread opinion that all evidence teaches that a human being’s physical body contains everything that makes up that person. They believe that the brain of that person, by heredity and upbringing, ultimately holds the personality, the memory, the emotions and intelligence that provide the capability to face and respond to the problems life brings, the ‘slings and arrows of outrageous fortune’, the joys of human friendship and love, the numbing loss of loved ones. If that is so, then the logical deduction must be stoically accepted that death, that inescapable appointment we all must keep, brings total annihilation.

  And it does seem that this bleak picture is supported by hard facts. We see birth, growth, maturity, decay and death in all their physical forms. The tremendous success of science in understanding and controlling the environment, the success of its handmaiden technology in fashioning the civilization in which we – the privileged ones of the planet – live, providing food, clothing, medicine, housing, television, video and a multitude of other material comforts, again conditions and orientates us to the physical world, persuading us that there is nothing else.

  We therefore look back on the vague superstitions of past ages and congratulate ourselves wryly that we have been rescued by rational thought and the scientific method from such follies, comfort blankets we clung to in the childhood of the human race against a host of inexplicable natural disasters occurring in a strange and terrifying world. In our superior wisdom we smile pityingly at those who still clutch at the drifting matchwood raft of religion in all its many worldwide forms and dare not learn to swim stoically in the ocean of truth, accepting the reality that we are simply clever animals, our minds but the brain in action, struggling to survive in an aloof, uncaring physical world.

  This sketch, simplistic though it is, is still a fair model of a large fraction of the intelligent West’s world outlook. For most, it dictates an instant dismissal of any article or book on comparative religion. It is also somewhat similar to the attitude of a tourist who has had a boring, irritating, time-wasting sojourn in a strange, indeed alien, country with confusing, seemingly irrational customs. Been there, done that, got the T-shirt – thrown it away.

  But it is more even than that. To the many who believe that science and technology are citadels against the onslaught of irrationality, constantly under siege by the ignorant and irrational, anything that threatens to undermine them must be resisted. There is a long list of alleged irrational, baseless pseudosciences that immediately raise the hackles of the skeptics when they are mentioned. Often the skeptics are justified in their dismay – to put it mildly – that a considerable fraction of the human race should still take astrology at all seriously in an age where the majestic scale of the universe compared to the infinitesimal size of the earth is known. In such a case skeptics may be forgiven for believing the old adage that while many drink of the waters of the fountain of knowledge, others merely gargle.

  Where I take issue with skeptics is with those who insist that psychical research and parapsychology are to be listed among the pseudosciences. Not only do they dismiss the testimony from the beginnings of history of mystics, shamans, great philosophers and religious teachers such as the Buddha, Jesus of Nazareth, Lao Tse, Confucius, to name but a few, that there exists a spiritual dimension, but they also dismiss the wealth of evidence of more than a century of psychical research by hard-headed, initially skeptical but brilliant scientists, psychologists and others that genuine psychics and mediums have existed and still do whose abilities make a nonsense of the materialist theory that a human being is simply a complicated physico-chemico-electro mechanism.

  The theory is embarrassingly inadequate, not to say downright wrong, in the light of the evidence from psychical research. There undoubtedly exist human abilities such as clairvoyance, telepathy, psychokinesis, precognition, the astonishing properties of mediumship, the ability to see apparitions, and so on, that indicate dimensions of reality other than the purely physical. As a scientist who has given sufficient attention in the study of and experiment in psychical research to recognize that the accumulated evidence for the existence of paranormal phenomena is overwhelming, I still find it hard to come to terms with the tendency of most scientists – who have absolutely no track record in the subject! – to dismiss it as delusion. I find such an attitude ignorant (they have no knowledge of the field), arrogant (but they know what is and is not possible in nature), incomprehensible (haven’t they yet learned that a scientist’s first step is to examine the evidence?) and downright exasperating.

  The present book is one in which the phenomena of mediumship are explored in order to answer the question whether there is a relationship between the sensitive psychic faculty associated with mediumship and that of the spiritual experience. The subject is timely in our western society in that it may encourage the thoughtful reader to take seriously the view that a comparative study of the experiences – to put it no more strongly – of history’s great psychic sensitives, be they mystics, shamans, biblical prophets, great teachers or avatars, is enlightening, enriching and made meaningful by considering them from the standpoint of the findings of psychical research.

  The author, Dr J. Jones-Hunt, in her exhaustive survey of the literature concerning the world’s psychic sensitives, has gathered together and discussed the most reliable studies made of every type of sensitive by a wide variety of careful and observant students. In their published work it is obvious that they have taken seriously the accounts given by the type of sensitive they have studied in that they have accepted that the genuine sensitive is striving to report not only what they believe they have experienced but also their subsequent attempts to interpret the experiences in a meaningful way.

  One of the consequences of such a comparative study is that it highlights the ‘family resemblances’ in the phenomena and their interpretations over the types of sensitive to be found around the world. Inescapably, the situation in which the sensitive finds himself or herself reminds one of those 18th and 19th century attempts to describe the dark continent of Africa. Seemingly conflicting accounts of its landscapes, animals and peoples were given by explorers, traders and colonialists, their accounts colored by the facts that firstly they were landing in Africa in many different places, each giving its own bewildering and unfamiliar spectrum of experiences, and secondly the visitors were traveling with the luggage of their various motivations and prejudices. But that Africa – that colossal continent – was there could not be denied.

  The attempts by sensitives to visit and explore and relate their experiences in dimensions other than the physical have of course been going on for much longer than the exploration by Europeans of Africa, certainly for many thousands of years, probably for a period stretching far into the impenetrable mists of prehistory. The total number of shamans, mystics, saints, prophets, spiritual teachers, mediums, and other sensitives who have ever lived is therefore impossible to estimate but it must run into tens of thousands.

  Among them many are remembered by name and what we think they taught, for their teachings are often seen through the distorting lenses of their devoted followers’ limited understanding and ability to accept. Nevertheless the purest unmuddied stream of those teachings – the perennial philosophy – can be discerned as a consensus given by the highest of those teachers and sensitives: love one another; do unto others as you would have done to yourself; as ye sow, so shall ye reap.

  In her introduction to her book Dr J. Jones-Hunt cautions the reader by saying that

  the research contained in this book cannot prove survival beyond physical death, nor the existence of non-physical inhabitants who dwell in domains beyond the physical, nor can this book seek to prove the existence of an Immortal, Divine, Creative Energy, permeating all creatures and life-forms, namely God. These issues will inevitably remain perennial questions and defy any wholly, comprehensive explanation.

  That is of course true. Even so, I can thoroughly recommend this book as one of undoubted value.

  Archie E. Roy

  Archie E. Roy is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, the Royal Astronomical Society and the British Interplanetary Society and a member of the International Astronomical Union. He is the founding president of the Scottish Society for Psychical Research (SSPR), president of the Society for Psychical Research (SPR) 1993–1995 and ongoing vice-president of the SPR. In 2004 Roy was awarded the Myers Memorial Medal for his outstanding contributions to psychical research. This is not an annual award but given only when a suitable person has been found. The medal commemorates the work of Frederick Myers, one of the founders of the Society for Psychical Research in London. Myers’ book Human Personality and Its Survival of Bodily Death is considered a classic today.


  Foreword II

  This is a remarkable book. The author has drawn on a vast range of evidence from many ages, cultures and religions to show the pervasive implications on this world of other-world influences and communications, even when we do not recognise them as such. Few will be able to read this book without having their understanding of the world significantly changed and deepened. This book should be read by anyone interested in the many facets of mediumship and in particular, in evidence for the survival of the dead.

  Crawford Knox PhD

  Author of Changing Christian Paradigms and Their Implications for Modern Thought (Brill, 1993), former trustee and honorary treasurer of the Alistair Hardy (Psychical) Research Centre, Oxford, UK, and former council member of the Society for Psychical Research, London, UK


  Foreword III

  ‘And in the Beginning’

  We are all people of the present, with hopes for the future. That does not preclude the obligation we all have to look at the past – for in the past lies the basis of both the now and what will happen from here on. Sometimes, during a talk or lecture, I purposely provoke my audience by asking them when the psychical world of spirit began.

  I tease, ‘If we accept that it is with us now, did it begin, say, at 2pm on the afternoon of July 15th 1442? Or did it begin on the stroke of midnight in the year 4000 BC? Or when?’

  I get the audience to work out for themselves that not only has the psychic world been around as long as the universe but, whether some of us like the idea or not, we and all creation must have been part and parcel of it from the earliest times. This book helps to illustrate to us that whatever philosophies we hold towards psychical science or religion, those thoughts and attitudes can only be the fruition of centuries and millennia of people of all nations, races and creeds wrestling with ideas concerning spiritual things. Dealing with solid and tangible items is easy compared to wrestling with abstract ideas and yet humankind has taken it upon itself to do both – and willingly.

  The author leads us skillfully through many of those ideas, showing us, in a structured and scholarly way, the ongoing and sometimes diverse thought-patterns developed by various nations and groups down the ages as they grappled with spiritual matters in an attempt to make sense of things that were unseen, but that they positively knew were all around them.

  Archibald A. Lawrie

  Vice-president of the Scottish Society for Psychical Research, UK


  Introduction

  This book will prove to you that Jesus was a spiritual shaman. Jesus was a deeply, spiritually evolved individual and these pages will reveal that he was a gifted psychic and medium. Today, medium’s are alternatively known as channels. Jesus was not alone. Jesus’ spiritual shamanism shared a place among many of the world’s other highly respected spiritual leaders such as Moses. This will become clear as the following chapters clarify textual mistranslations that deliberately distort our understanding of the lives and mediumistic practices of a number of the world’s mediumistic spiritual forebears.

  Many of the world’s famous spiritual teachers will be proven to have had mediumistic spiritual gifts. Some of the authentic prophetic lives that will be revealed include detailed proof of the spiritual mediumistic practices of a number of the world’s famous religious leaders and founders of religions. Some of whom include Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, the biblical Judges, Samuel, King Saul, King David, Ezekiel and Jesus.

  This exciting revolutionary book delivers an astounding shock to rigid religious orthodoxy, which has lost touch with its roots, claiming that all mediumship is ‘the work of the devil.’ This factual research proves that many eminent, global, spiritual leaders known as prophets were in fact spiritual mediums, channels, chosen and guided by non-physical, spiritually elevated communicators.

  Moses and Jesus the Shamans contains the results of research conducted by an author who is a spiritual historian and archaeologist, a comparatist of religion and psychical researcher. This book is the result of decades of both theoretical and observational research, delving into original religious teachings, the broad spectrum of psychical research and the fascinating multifaceted workings of mediumship. These pages represent the culmination of a unique blend of religious-historical, archaeological and psychical research into uncharted territories.

  I would describe myself as a religious archaeologist in the deepest sense. My research includes, yet goes beyond researching the ancient scrolls, ruins and historical intrigues that distorted the authentic teachings of those prophetic individuals who founded world religions and furthered our spiritual knowledge. My unique blend of research has dug in and beyond, the ancient ruins and scripts, to the original paranormal angelic and spirit sources. It will be shown that these celestial communicators delivered spiritual teachings to gifted psychic sensitives from the most ancient of times throughout the millennia and across the globe, and indeed have not ceased.

  I uncover the most ancient of celestial communicators, namely angels or spirit guides, who sought to take humankind spiritually forward as they delivered their messages, guidance and leadership. These messages were seen and heard due to the psychic and mediumistic gifts of our most ancient prophets, oracles and seers.

  As a spiritual historian and psychical researcher, my research is crucially different to testing mediums for extrasensory perception in laboratory conditions as has traditionally been the case in the field of parapsychology. My observational research has involved working with countless recordings of unassuming, sincere genuine mediumistic individuals in altered states of consciousness.

  In these direct-voice entranced states, these gifted individuals have clarified fact from fiction regarding the actual lives of many profoundly important historic personalities. They have also provided myriads of tantalizing insights into the importance of living a spiritual life. Unknown to each other, such mediums have corroborated one another’s accounts regarding the repercussions of our thoughts and actions which draw to us the most fitting landscapes and companions in the after-death dimension.

  Their descriptions of the metaphysical spheres experienced after the transition called ‘death’ have also been corroborated by near-death experiencers and the 18th-century writings of Emanuel Swedenborg. This genius and inventor was the medium employed by Europe’s royalty and governments. He was also a seasoned soul-journey traveler in durative, amplified, sacred time and space. These post-death dimensions are the ‘geo-psychic’ regions inhabited by all creatures after physical death. Swedenborg brought back descriptions of the many levels of existence in the meta-geographic realms which lie beyond the threshold of our ordinary circadian, mundane three-dimensional time and space.

  Swedenborg taught us the concept that ‘like attracts like’ in these non-physical landscapes. These landscapes are brought to us as a result of our thoughts and actions during our earthly life time. This thought-responsive, post-death world of which no person can afford to remain ignorant is explained in later chapters.

  My paradigm-shattering research uncovers the spiritual-mediumistic practices of history’s great spiritual leaders,’ proving that they were mediums. This research corrects biblical mistranslations and corruptions and unearths the spiritual mediumistic practices of prophetic mediums in the Bible. After correcting the mistranslations and corruptions of the biblical text, it becomes clear that Yahweh, the messenger of the lord, manifested and said to Moses: ‘I am the celestial spirit guide of your ancestors, the celestial spirit guide of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.’

  My profound research convincingly proves that as a result of Moses’ mediumistic gifts, Moses received the Ten Commandments. These commandments represented a new, improved ethical code of conduct. After a turning point in his life, Moses experienced regular sightings of, and communications with, the celestial communicator who came to be known as ‘Yahweh’

  I will show that God and Yahweh are two different entities and that this fact was deliberately suppressed. Subsequently, this knowledge was lost for all future generations. A large number of decoded, clarified biblical accounts testify to the fact that many generations of prophets, tribal leaders and their people witnessed Yahweh speak and manifest his presence. Physical manifestations occurred in particular in the ‘holy of holies’ over the Ark of the Covenant.

  Celestial communicators are conclusively shown to have played a pivotal role throughout the whole of humankind’s spiritual history. Readers are invited on an amazing journey revealing many millennia of spiritually transformative psychic history. Mediumship is proven to have been practiced by psychically sensitive individuals. They were guided to become spiritual leaders who founded and contributed to world religions.

  This fascinating voyage of discovery uncovers a unifying, spiritual message for adherents to the religions of the world. This is of vital significance for all people who follow any particular religion. Consequently, this inspired research encourages a newfound respect and understanding for those of humankind’s religious traditions which teach people to lead spiritually orientated lives. A human life which demonstrates compassion and the utmost respect for all living creatures is one that follows the powerful tenets of the First Commandment which bids us: ‘Thou shalt not kill.’

  Humanity, through interpretation, ever distorts the most ancient spiritual commands conveyed by varying celestial messengers. They have repeatedly taught the importance of doing no harm to any creature-member of God’s family. Notably, heeding this vital prohibition is the crucial, first step on the ladder as an individual embarks on a personal spiritual journey seeking to attain spiritual growth. Throughout the ages this concept has been embodied in the vegetarianism of our spiritual forbears.

  It must be rembembered that throughout the ages all prophetic mediums inevitably interpreted their received communications at the level of their individual spiritual understanding and evolution. These revelations were understood and further molded by the limited level of spiritual maturity of the historic epoch in which these communications were delivered. Each medium was also shaped by the social customs of their historic era.

  Many from the broad-based spiritual grouping known as the Essenes, of which it is believed Jesus was a member, were vegetarian. It is known that James the Just, the brother of Jesus, was a vegetarian since birth, confirming that Jesus’ parents and indeed his whole compassionate family were vegetarian. They taught, in harmony with the earliest verses of the biblical Book of Genesis, that the true meaning of this First Commandment prohibited killing all animals, human and non-human alike.

  My following book reveals the original, suppressed and later lost, spiritual communications and teachings that condemn humanity for committing harm to our fellow animals. These prohibitative commandments are found throughout many of the world’s authentic, undistorted original religious texts. These profoundly wise, far-sighted and compassionate edicts have been increasingly fudged and lost by institutionalized religions over the millennia. This has had catastrophic consequences for all animals, human and non-human, and for the ecology of our planet.

  The transformative spiritual mediumship of the world’s highly esteemed prophets who communicated with variously spiritually elevated spirits or angels is proven in these pages to be the unifying factor amongst the world’s religions. This brings all religious ideologies together. As a result of these transformative spiritual mediumistic experiences, the succession of mediumistic prophets throughout the ages founded and then subsequently developed different world religions. Communications from spiritually elevated celestial beings are proven to underlie many aspects of humankind’s spiritual ebb and flow.

  I will expose the religio-political intrigues and mistranslations of biblical texts which resulted in the erroneous condemnation of all mediumship and will conclusively restore the correct meaning. Accurate historic accounts of the beliefs and practices of many of the world’s spiritual prophets are given, proving that the prophets not only came to live for their mediumistic communications but their whole lives were guided by their mediumship, their people were led by it, and religions were born as a result of it.

  The biblical accounts are shown to be meaningless if not decoded in the way this research reveals. These pages make clear that mediumship has spanned the millennia and the globe encompassing humankind’s whole existence as a universal spiritual phenomenon. This revolutionary book therefore empowers modern observers of mediumistic phenomena and enables them to perceive biblical accounts not as symbolic stories but rather as authentic experiences of celestial communications.

  My research spans the entire globe from the beginning of time to the present day. It commences with ancient shamanic paranormal feats of consciousness, facets of mediumship and their metaphysical soul-journeys to geo-psychic realms beyond the boundaries of three-dimensional time and space. This pioneering research reveals examples of spiritual mediumship found in every century throughout the world. Ancient mediumistic practices are uncovered in Egypt, China, Japan, India and Greece. This is followed by an exhaustive survey of global mediumistic phenomena ranging from the 7th to the 21st century.

  Included in this encyclopedic catalogue of examples of mediumship are the mediumistic experiences of Muhammad, the 7th-century prophet who founded the world religion of Islam, the 18th-century genius Emanuel Swedenborg, and the 19th-century American mediums Andrew Jackson Davis, Leonora Piper and the Fox sisters, who were catalysts for the paranormal Hydesville phenomena in America.

  I will also discuss present-day spiritual mediumship, including clarifications of intriguing accompanying paranormal phenomena and scientific explanations regarding their authenticity. This book provides an impressive summary of the modern state of psychical research. It insightfully unravels the complexities involved in paranormal phenomena showing the differences between communicating with ‘psychic or memory systems’ and ‘surviving dynamically alive intelligences.’ The latter are known as non-physical spirit or angelic communicators.

  These chapters explain many fascinating aspects of psychical research some of which include fraud, cryptomnesia, the game playing demon theory, possession, super ESP, clairvoyance, clairaudience, trance and the amazing proof of survival found in the cross-correspondence cases of automatic writing. Summaries of the salient theories used to explain psychic phenomena are given including the ‘universal archive theory’ and the ‘holographic theory.’

  Moses and Jesus the Shamans is a stimulating book for all ages, backgrounds and levels of knowledge. It goes a long way towards answering a number of vital perennial questions including: ‘Is consciousness boundless and infinite?’ ‘Does the consciousness of all animals, human and non-human survive physical death?’ ‘Do soul-journeys out of the body and near-death experiences prove consciousness can separate from the physical body, proving post-death survival?’

  My innovative research was conducted, firstly, in reaction to the present-day all-consuming materialist ethos which leaves no individual or society unscathed. The contemporary world is increasingly gripped by the ever encroaching western, materialist, reductionist understanding of the nature of life and death and the constitution of all living creatures. People are progressively, unwittingly conditioned, overtly and covertly, to believe that all creatures live and die and that is the simplistic end of the story.

  This has resulted in a strange dichotomy: on one hand, the materialist, reductionist philosophy that we are taught to believe; and on the other hand, millions of global human testimonies of mediumistic and psychic experiences. This book proves that such experiences range from the beginning of time to present day and completely contradict the simplistic materialist view of this unfathomable limitless world. To combat the limitations of materialist science, its devotee scientists simplistically deny the obvious existence of millennia of multitudinous global psychic and mediumistic experiences. Thankfully, the latest advances in quantum physics are rescuing us from our current inadequate, traditional, non-quantum science, which cannot explain and therefore denies the authenticity of all psychic and mediumistic experiences. Quantum physics highlights this inadequate response and reveals the very real world of the paranormal.

  It is unfortunate that as a result of materialism, many testimonies regarding transformative, spiritual mediumistic and psychic experiences are suppressed by the experiencers. They do this because they are unwilling to have their life-changing accounts ignored, ridiculed or reduced to nothing more than psychological or chemical aberrations and imaginings.

  By contrast, my groundbreaking research provides a profoundly improved meaningful and comprehensive context for understanding mediumistic experiences of spirit and angelic communicators. This is done by showing the weight of the experiential evidence which has spanned the millennia and the globe from ancient times to present day.

  Consequently, these pages give credibility to human testimonies of spiritually transformative psychic and mediumistic experiences. I accept the genuine accounts at face value due to the rich spiritual legacy the experiences have impacted on the lives of experiencers and mediumistic prophets alike. They are shown to be profoundly life-changing experiences that have affected all cultures since the dawn of time and cannot be simplistically reduced by contemporary materialist parapsychologists to a person’s imagination.

  It is certainly the case that if the source events that gave birth to our world religions occurred today and world religions were therefore born today, present day materialist parapsychologists would seek to explain all revealed religions away. They would dismiss them as mere imaginings.

  This would be done despite the fact that such experiences have encompassed much of humanity’s accumulated quest for evolving spirituality! This fact alone should alert the reader to the dangers and far-reaching scope of unbridled materialistic science. Fortunately, this traditional science is now being significantly supplemented by the findings of quantum physics.

  Historic and present-day mediums believe that they progressively receive spiritual truths and information about the post-death dimension from variously spiritually elevated communicators. Arguably, this spiritual information is continually absorbed and becomes part of the ebb and flow of our religious knowledge. This indicates that the acquisition of spiritual knowledge from mediumistic teachers throughout the ages, is a dynamic process which at intervals is spiritually progressive. However, original teachings become assimilated, interpreted and often distorted by organized religions.

  Ironically, however, present-day spiritual revelations and communications which by nature supplement and enrich the ever evolving composition of religions are rejected outright by most materialist parapsychologists. They cannot disallow the revealed world religions because religions were born in the days of antiquity prior to the days of reductionist science and materialist parapsychology.

  However, materialist parapsychologists can significantly halt the stream of modern spirituality, by denying the authenticity of all transformative spiritual mediumistic experiences which access elevated spiritual communicators. Therefore, materialist parapsychologists can, in effect, stop the continued flow and growth of spirituality, stopping the development of religions in their tracks!

  Current society reflects the sad consequences of materialism with its pitiless, industrialized, conveyor-belt genocide of billions of animals every year. These related earth-family members are shown little mercy. Sadly very few people give their pitiful lives of suffering and excruciatingly painful deaths a second thought.

  Opposition to spiritual mediumship comes from a second, perhaps less expected quarter – that of institutionalized religion. As I will show, messages received from spirits and angels are the very foundation stone of organized religion, which has then ironically turned its back on the ongoing dynamic fountain, the source from which it came into being! Centuries of prejudiced mistranslations, combined with negativity and ignorance relating to spiritual mediumship, have caused religious orthodoxy to cut itself off from the very mediumistic faculty which gave birth to religion itself. Ironically, the compendium of ancient spiritual-mediumistic experiences has become fossilized into the rigid forms of institutionalized religion, with the result that any mediumistic messages that came later areexcluded.

  There is a desperate need for this research to be disseminated to the wider world in order to clarify the correct context in which to fit spiritual mediumship and to encourage respect for spiritually elevatedteachings which are desperately needed for the protection of all life-forms and the planet herself. Ancient, on-going and contemporary mediumistic themes are synthesized throughout my book and shown to be a spiritually dynamic, continuous process.

  It provides a vital bridge of understanding between the realm of the personal-experiential, the realm of the materialist reductionist investigators, and the realm of adversarial institutionalized religion. Ironically, the compendium of ancient spiritual mediumistic experiences have become fossilized into institutionalized religion with the exclusion of those that came later.

  Each arena would remain impoverished without the valuable insights that are contained in this pioneering book. My research decodes the bible, uncovers the prophets’ mediumistic testimonies and proves their spiritual legacy for humankind. These pages should help to stop the ignorant prejudice and hostility which is frequently directed towards spiritually sublime direct voice trance mediumship because it sets elevated spiritual mediumship in its rightful context, as a prerequisite for spiritual prophethood.

  Superlative spiritual communications from the non-physical realms can thus be seen as an umbrella-like factor that can synthesize, harmonize and blend all of humankind’s religious ideologies together, at the highest spiritual level. Significantly, it might be suggested that the birth of each religion represents the human response to, and limited interpretation of, that which was communicated by various celestial communicators. The communicators themselves appear to demonstrate a broad range of spiritual orientation. Hence various aspects of religious teachings reflect different degrees of spiritual maturity, the most spiritually mature, preach love and respect for all living creatures, committing no harm or murder!

  Arguably, the most elevated spiritual truths are intrinsically ‘one,’ yet reflect the richness of diversity inherent in the human spontaneous physiological filtering and interpretation of the messages received. Each mediumistic experience is shown to be interpreted by the mediumistic individual, seer, sage or prophet according to their personal spiritual and intellectual level of understanding, their quality of clairaudience (hearing), clairvoyance (seeing) and in accordance with the spiritual maturity of their histoiric age.

  If orthodox religion would open its firmly locked doors to the delivery of ongoing profound spiritual truths gained by spiritually orientated mediumship, a muchneeded spiritual rebirth could take place. Every person could aspire to reach their highest spiritual and creative potential. Through meditation which is the catalyst for inducing mediumistic inspiration and communication individuals would become aware that their thoughts and deeds attract to them positive and negative inspirations and influences from the non-physical world affecting both their physical and post death existence.

  They would become aware that their thoughts and deeds are responsible for the manifestation of positive and negative events in this life and the next. The hidden mysteries of these fascinating secrets are discussed in the following pages. From the earliest times to present day spiritual mediumistic prophets and teachers have cumulatively gained spiritual insights based on their mediumistic experiences.

  We can all seek to cultivate such inspirational mediumistic experiences, accessing elevated spiritual knowledge for ourselves. As a result of transformative spiritual experiences that have spanned the ages and the globe, testimonies are corroborated. They tell us of the existence of a Creator God beyond all comprehension and of the transition of the soul or consciousness at death to an immortal, non-physical state of existence. Death is a transition of consciousness, a rite of passage for all animals, human and non-human.

  We can also learn for ourselves that all flora and fauna are interconnected – This includes all living creatures all animals, human and non-human, birds, marine life and vegetation. Many people are ignorant of the fact that humanity’s four-legged human ancestors originated in the sea and that all living creatures including humankind are related – or else they choose to forget this fact. We are told that if we hurt any other creature through action or neglect it will have reciprocal harmful effects on ourselves both during the physical life and in the non-ordinary reality of amplified space and time experienced after death.

  We are taught that our thoughts and actions shape our ‘soul,’ which can alternatively be described as our ‘surviving consciousness. This is housed in our non-physical, immortal, auric energy body which survives death. The composition of the soul determines which post-death landscape is appropriate. There are many successive hierarchical, non-physical, celestial, infernal and purgatorial landscapes which await all creatures after physical death. In these thought responsive, fluid, energy dimensions which are discussed in the following pages, a perfect justice awaits all, as predominant positive and negative aspects of personality are externalized in the sense that they draw to the individual the appropriate landscape.

  This is why a particular religious tradition cannot call itself a genuinely spiritual path if it does not preach peace and love for all creatures and condemn those who do harm to the smallest creature. All feel pain and most fellow animals are sentient, they feel stress and possess emotions. A civilization can surely be judged by the way it values and treats its animals as this reflects the value that is placed on ‘life’ itself and further reveals the yardstick by which civilizations treat each other.

  The gaining of spiritual truths through transformative spiritual mediumistic experiences is shown to be a dynamic, on-going, progressively spiritualizing personal process, offering spiritual illumination which over time becomes disseminated thoughout civilizations.

  Elevated spiritual revelations communicated to mediums throughout the ages are substantiated by the reports of near-death experiencers, who describe their consciousness, soul or spirit, floating out of their physical body. Typically, they observe and hear doctors announcing them clinically dead, watch their body taken to the hospital morgue, meet relatives and pets who had passed to spirit during their own illness or years earlier and experience ‘life reviews.’

  Life reviews logically determine which of the countless non-physical landscapes a person will initially inhabit after physical death. During a life review, near-death experiencers feel the pains their thoughts and deeds inflicted on all those creatures they had contact with during their physical lives. An individual’s predominant thoughts and deeds shape the malleable, fluid, non-physical, after-death environments of vast eternity, creating realms of various degrees of enchantment, or conversely, deserted, barren wasteland.

  Jesus described the non-physical dimension visited by shamanic metaphysical soul-journey travelers and near-death experiencers when he said, ‘There are many rooms/mansions in my Father’s house.’ Arguably, there are many ways of getting there, as death opens untold numbers of doors.

  During the physical and post-death, non-physical life each individual animal soul, human and non-human, can strive to make contact with the highest and best spirit and angelic communicators. They can request that they accompany them and mentor them, assisting them to live progressively spiritually elevated lives.

  Spiritual mediums claim that they receive descriptions of the after-death realms of existence and elevated spiritual truths. Mediumship is a faculty that all creatures have to a greater or lesser extent; it is a tool that can be used for good or bad purposes in the same way as a surgeon and a murderer can both wield a knife yet produce very different outcomes. Similarly, spiritual mediumship can be and should be utilized to lead the medium and others forward spiritually.

  Alternatively, mediumship can be used in selfish, egocentric ways for the purpose of self-aggrandizement. Much depends on the spiritual and intellectual quality of the communicator’s messages and on the level of intelligence, quality of mediumship and spiritual maturity of the medium, who has to interpret the information conveyed to them (if it was not produced in the form of direct-voice trance mediumship). The accuracy of the information delivered by the medium to the recipient (the sitter) can be extremely evidential, clearly indicating the objective reality of a genuine, surviving non-physical communicator.

  The contents of spiritual, spirit and angelic communications have to be evaluated, as the range and quality of information that mediums convey to others varies enormously in quality and quantity. Arguably this is the result of ‘who’ or ‘what’ the communicator is (this will be explained in the next chapter).

  Evaluating communications is imperative as analysis can reveal the quality, clarity and the possible distortions and misinterpretations that have occurred during or after the transit of information. However, if communicators do not teach us to love and do no harm to all sentient creatures at all times, their message cannot be spiritually orientated and must be discarded.

  The biblical New Testament tells us ‘to test the spirit for their spiritual authenticity rather than toblindly follow their advice. This is because the New Testament writers were aware that there is a diverse range of potential non-physical communicators living in the oceans of eternity. These range from the spiritually inane to the most angelic who inhabit the countless, hierarchical, alternate, non-physical domains..

  The enlightened research contained in this book cannot prove survival beyond physical death, nor the existence of non-physical inhabitants who dwell in domains beyond the physical, nor can this book seek to prove the existence of an immortal, Divine, creative energy, permeating all creatures and life-forms, namely God. These issues will inevitably remain perennial questions and defy any comprehensive explanation. However, this research offers convincing evidence that all creatures survive physical death and make a transition of consciousness to the non-physical planes of alternate reality, and that contact between the physical and non-physical dimensions regularly occurs.


  
Chapter 1

  

  Mediumship: Definitions and Complexities

  This chapter will tell you virtually all you need to know to understand mediumship. It reveals many of the fascinating complexities associated with this incredible phenomenon. The people who receive communications from the surviving recognizable personalities of people and animals who have traveled beyond physical death are known today as ‘mediums’ or ‘channels.’ ‘Sitters’ or ‘recipients’ are people who visit a medium for evidence of survival beyond physical death, in the hope of making contact with their deceased relatives, pets and spirit guides. The latter may have shared a life with them in a previous incarnation.

  As a rule, most materialist parapsychologists have come from a background in psychology. Consequently, they have little, if any, knowledge of the wonderful wealth of historical and present-day psychical research into cases of mediumship. Many of these are remarkably evidential that the medium is actually in contact with recognizable, surviving, non-physical personalities, not a lifeless memory system.

  Many materialist parapsychologists try to deny the reality of mediumship and seek alternative explanations to the reality of survival beyond death. Put simplistically they argue that the medium gains information for the sitter as a result of psychic person-to-person, telepathic communication. This suggests the medium ‘reads the mind’ of the sitter. Some materialist parapsychologists accept that telepathy is possible, yet they will not accept the explanation that the information is provided telepathically to the medium by those who have survived physical death!

  Later we will explore some amazing features of mediumistic demonstrations, but to give one example here: mediums have accessed information that has later been found in rare documents locked away from the public. Evidence suggests that the information was given to them by the surviving ‘dead’ writer of those documents. It is very important to understand that when mediums work psychically they can telepathically access information from the minds of those people in the physical body who visit them.

  However, this is markedly different from when they work mediumistically. Not all those who call themselves mediums can do this, but working mediumistically may access information that the sitter does not know; the sitter has to go away to verify it. The simplest explanation is that the information is given by one or more third-party communicators, those who at death have made their transitions to the non-physical state of existence.

  Mediumship, unlike psychic work, is communicating with those no longer in the physical body. It is not reading the sitter’s mind or auric energy.

  If it is argued that mediums can telepathically access information from the minds of physical sitters, then, if survival after death is a fact, mediums of varying abilities would also be able telepathically to obtain communications of varying quality and quantity from surviving non-physical personalities. It is believed that all mediums are psychic but not all psychics are mediums.

  I will be discussing ‘false communicators’ below and explaining the difference between contacting a surviving recognizable intelligence or personality – a spirit who communicates information to the medium – in contrast to the experience of making contact with psychic systems. The latter are also known as ‘memory systems’. If they actually manifest, they are perceived as a ghostly apparition. I will provide definitions and descriptions of terms such as psychic, extrasensory perception, parapsychology, telepathy, mediumship, clairvoyance, clairaudience and altered states of consciousness. The latter are, known as varying depths of mediumistic trance states.

  We will also examine the beliefs of the worldwide religious movement known as Spiritualism. Spiritualists believe that they obtain their teachings regarding the many levels of non-physical landscapes experienced life after physical death from spirit and angel communications made to mediums. By this means, Spiritualists are taught that each individual has a specific purpose for each physical lifetime on the earth and that each lifetime is an, an opportunity for spiritual advancement. They are taught that at the end of each lifetime all beings will have a life review during which their whole life passes before them, revealing all their interactions with other people and animals.

  Mediums who give entranced talks have learned that in association with life reviews each of us will feel another animal’s pains, human or non-human, as if they were our own. This makes every individual directly responsible for the consequences that their thoughts and actions have had on others. The landscape that we each find ourselves in after death will be directly determined by the type of life we led and the thoughts we had during our physical life on earth.

  Spiritualists believe that their actions and thoughts during their physical life will be reflected in the quality of the colors in their auric energy, which can be understood as mirroring the individual’s soul, spirit or consciousness. A verified law of physics states that energy cannot be destroyed it simply changes form. Spiritualists believe that the physical body disintegrates at death but the energy of the soul/spirit/consciousness continues in a non-physical dimension. Acting like a magnet, it attracts to it the same type of spirit people spirit animals and the particular non-physical landscape that suits the individual’s level of spirituality.

  As a result of trance mediumship, Spiritualists believe that there are a multitude of non-physical landscapes in the geo-psychic dimensions. The information gained through mediumistic communications has been corroborated by the most ancient shamanic experiences, which spanned the globe, to those recorded accounts of the 18th century genius and medium Emanuel Swedenborg and those of present day mediums and near death experiencers.

  It is remarkable that the information about life after death obtained through mediumship and from millions of global near-death experiencers is identical. This suggests that Spiritualist beliefs are accurate. Some near-death experiencers find themselves in the hospital morgue awaiting burial hours or days after a death certificate was written for them by the doctor. When they return to physical life they talk of their life review, during which they felt the pains they caused in others as if they were their own.

  During their death state they met other people and animals who had also made their transition after physical death to the non-physical world. This is a dimension they have entered temporarily. Many near death experiencers describe seeing vibrant colors and wonderful landscapesin these non-physical dimensions.

  Others talk of frightening, hell-like infernal landscapes that they desperately want to forget, – of which they fear to speak. Significantly, when doctors ask them about these infernal realms a few days after they first spoke of them, their emotions have suppressed their memories; progressively they remember less and less.

  This is not the case for many near-death experiencers who have a positive experience. Many of these have vivid memories and talk of meeting a ‘Being of Light’ or spirit relatives who tell them that they have not yet fulfilled their life’s mission in the earth dimension. For this reason they are told that it is not yet time for them to remain in the co-existent alternate non-physical dimension.

  Remarkably, some talk of the spirit people and animals they met when their consciousness left their body whilst they had been pronouncedclinically dead. Because they had been in intensive care themselves, no-one had told them of the demise of relatives and pets they met during their state of clinical death. Relatives had not informed them of the passing of these loved ones as they were fighting for their own life in hospital at the time.

  Some of the most wonderful evidence for survival comes from adults and children who have been blind from birth and were certified clinically dead. When they return to life they describe all that they saw when they were physically dead. Their descriptions of sights, sounds and events that occurred both in the hospital and in their homes many miles from the hospital are amazingly accurate. They saw all this when their lifeless physical body was lying inert in the hospital morgue awaiting their funeral. There are millions of documented cases such as these that give us fantastic evidence that the physical body and the consciousness (soul, spirit, auric energy) separate at physical death, with the consciousness, as energy, living on.

  When near-death experiencers return to life a regular pattern emerges. Many admit to being materialistic people before their experience, with no interest in spirituality or the post-death realms, but family and friends now notice that their loved one is remarkably transformed from the person they were before. Many leave their well-paid jobs or rich partners if they feel there was a lack of love or spiritual purpose in their former lives.

  They begin to live a more spiritually orientated life. Some near death experiencers become spiritual healers. Others help in charity centers for people or animals in need of assistance. Others write about their experiences in order to help others negate their fear of death and understand that every human and animal life has a divine purpose. Many near-death experiencers have their death certificate framed and hung on the wall in their homes.

  Modern hospital technology is responsible for saving the lives of those who would otherwise have died and therefore not returned to describe what occurs when we make a the transition from the physical into non-physical life. Ironically, hospital technology, which is the by-product of materialist science, is inadvertently causing people to have spiritually transformative psychic experiences of the after-death dimension. Hospital technology is responsible for democratizing experiences of the after-death realms which were previously the preserve of those who died and did not return to the physical life. Much literature exists, revealing that historically, before this technology exited, people did have near-death experiences. Even in modern times people have had near-death experiences when they were beyond the reach of hospital technology and drugs, proving that their experiences were real and not artificially induced by medication or procedures.

  Significantly, the accounts of global, historic and modern-day near-death experiencers confirm the information received by mediums. Some of the most superior information received by mediums is that which is channeled directly during the state of trance.

  Entranced, third-party human and animal communicators provide detailed information regarding the after-death spheres. Both male and female voices emanate directly through the medium. This is pure and direct information in the sense that it is not polluted by the medium’s interpretation as they are in an altered state of consciousness at the time.

  Definitions

  The following section will provide a brief summary of definitions relevant to psychic phenomena and mediumship. These will help to underline the intermittent relationship between mediumship and other psychic faculties. Telepathy from mind to mind of those in the physical body has long been proven to be authentic. The sitter will formulate their own opinion as to whether mediums telepathically access the thoughts of surviving personalities.

  Psychic/Psyche

  The term ‘psychic’ is derived from the Greek word psyche, which means soul or spirit.1 Today, the term is used to describe non-physical phenomena that are apparently extrasensory; that is, they appear to lie beyond the range of the normal senses. As an umbrella term, the term psychic ‘includes a whole range of phenomena associated with human behavior: behavior that cannot be explained by what we currently know scientifically.’2

  The Oxford English Dictionary clarifies the related terms ‘psyche’ and ‘psychic’:

  Psyche: breath, to breathe, hence life, the animating principle in man and other living beings, the source of all vital activities, rational or irrational, the soul or spirit, in distinction from its material vehicle, sometimes considered as persisting in a disembodied state after separation from the body at death … The soul or spirit as distinguished from the body; the mind. Psychicism: The theory or study of psychical or … spiritualistic phenomena… one who studies psychical research …

  Psychically: in a psychic or psychical manner with reference to the soul or mind, mentally … The doctrine or theory of the existence of forces unexplainable by physical science in connection with spiritualistic phenomena.3

  The term ‘psychic’ is a similar umbrella term to ‘extrasensory perception,’ which includes the use of faculties which lie beyond those of the known senses.

  Extrasensory perception’ (ESP) The umbrella usage of the term, extra-sensory perception is explained by the Encyclopaedia Britannica. It states that it is the result of

  perception that occurs independently of the known sensory processes. Usually included in this phenomena are telepathy, or thought transference between persons; clairvoyance, or supernormal awareness of objects or events not necessarily known to others and precognition, or knowledge of the future. Scientific investigation of these and similar phenomena dates from the late nineteenth century.4

  Parapsychology

  The Greek prefix ‘para’ denotes ‘beyond.’ Consequently, the term ‘parapsychology’ denotes the study of that which appears to lie beyond psychology.5 The following two definitions clarify the meaning of parapsychology;

  Parapsychology in a restricted sense, is defined as the scientific, statistical, the experimental approach to extrasensory phenomena. Parapsychology is placed within the framework of science. Parapsychologists are scientists and use the scientific method in their research. They are hesitant to include matters of a religious or philosophic nature.6

  Regarding parapsychology Angoff states; The study of those forces within the mind or of human behavior which are beyond the scope of or cannot be explained by conventional psychology or other sciences. 7

  Transformative spiritual, psychic and mediumistic experiences and related religious experiences do not readily lend themselves to being investigated by scientific opponents in laboratory conditions.

  Telepathy/Telepath

  These terms are usefully defined as follows: ‘communication between mind and mind otherwise than through the known channels of the senses … telepath one who practices telepathy.’8

  Medium

  Two valuable definitions of a medium are provided below by Professor Archie E. Roy and the Encyclopaedia Britannica respectively:

  A medium is a person who has the ability to allow one or more ostensible communicators to manifest. Some mediums are clairvoyant and/or clairaudient, ‘seeing’ and/or ‘hearing’ ostensible communicators who provide information which is then relayed by the medium to the sitters.9

  … a person reputedly able to make contact with the world of spirits, especially while in a state of trance. A Spiritualist medium is the central figure during a séance and sometimes requires the assistance of a spirit go-between called the control. During a séance, disembodied voices are said to speak, either directly or through the medium. Materialization of a disembodied spirit or body can allegedly take shape from a mysterious, viscous substance called ectoplasm that exudes from the medium’s body and subsequently disappears by returning to its original source.10

  Two Broad Categories of Mediumship: Mental and Physical

  The mediumship that is regularly demonstrated by mediums for sitters and psychical researchers falls into two broad categories: ‘mental mediumship’ and ‘physical mediumship.’ Although there are many common patterns during demonstrations of mediumship, each medium develops slight variations in the way they work to access and make sense of spirit communications, and these become idiosyncratic to them. Mediums progressively develop their own personal system of working.

  For example, a particular medium may discover that all barely audible voices heard (clairaudiently) on the left-hand side of their head may be taken to belong to a male spirit communicator, while those voices emanating from the right-hand side of their head may be taken as a female spirit communicator. Other mediums may hear voices so clearly that they know instantly the gender of the communicator.

  Many mediums have noted that spirit communications possess some or all of the following features: they may be heard very speedily, or faintly, or in the form of many spirit voices calling messages or fragments of messages simultaneously.

  Mental mediumship

  This can involve a range of mediumistic abilities such as:

  Clairvoyance (clear seeing) – The medium sees the spirit in their mind similar to how we see people in our dreams. Alternatively, they may see them manifest externally.

  Clairaudience (clear hearing) – The medium hears the spirit’s voice in their head or calling in an external sense. Alternatively, information is heard in the medium’s head in the sense of thoughts distinct from the medium’s own thoughts.

  Clairsentience (clear sensing) – The medium senses the height, gender and description of the spirit and the message they wish to convey. Surprisingly, amazingly detailed information can be given using this highly sensitive faculty.

  Precognition – Knowledge of future events

  Retro-cognition – Knowledge of past events

  Trance – Communications are delivered while the medium is in altered states of consciousness known as ‘trance.’ Varying depths of trance can be achieved. Sometimes the medium remembers what they said and sometimes they do not.

  Telepathy – Mind-to-mind transfer of information

  Psychometry – Typically, this is when the medium or psychic holds an object and gives out information gained through the use of psychic abilities. The object is not usually seen by the medium or psychic and is often sealed in an envelope. Holding the envelope, these individuals receive pictorial images gained through the use of their psychic abilities. However, some mediums would also say that pictorial images and telepathic communications are also delivered to them by spirit communicators. The information received may relate to the first, second or later owner of the object. In the case of a historical artifact, the medium may learn psychically of its historical origins and events surrounding it. Working mediumistically, they may make contact with a surviving spirit person who may have had previous connections with the object.

  Automatic writing – Typically, this involves the production of writing or drawings by the medium while he or she is in a deep or light altered state of consciousness. It is believed that the hand and/or mind is used as an instrument in order to deliver written messages. These vary enormously regarding the information that they contain and in their literary quality, detail, accuracy and length. Remarkably detailed historic epics were written at unbelievable speed when the early 20th-century American housewife Mrs Pearl Curran was entranced. She was observed over many decades by experts from all professional fields. Researchers accepted that Mrs Curran herself was not writing these books and that she was not educated in the books’ subject matter. Yet she was observed writing them and answering questions simultaneously. The communicator was known as Patience Worth.

  Physical Phenomena

  The second broad category of mediumship is described as physical mediumship. In this form of mediumship, observable physical phenomena are produced independently of the medium.

  Direct-voice trance mediumship – Here the medium is directly used as an instrument through whom a voice different from their own is heard by observers; these can be male or female and may be of a different gender from the medium. In some cases the medium’s mouth is covered and their hands are bound to the chair yet still the voices arrive. This was the case with the laboratory research conducted in the last century into the direct-voice trance mediumship of Leslie Flint. Alternatively, the voices may appear to manifest in close proximity to the medium, rather than exuding from the medium. The medium is usually in a deep state of altered consciousness when direct-voice phenomena occur.

  Materializations/Manifestations – Apparent externalized physical manifestations of non-physical spirit people and spirit animals

  Levitations – The lifting off the ground of, for example, the medium, a table or a chair

  Apports – Objects such as gems, flowers or stones which appear from nowhere in the room of observers

  Further definitions of key terms

  Mediumship – The following three statements further supplement our understanding of mediumship.

  [The medium] differs from others in that he/she has supernormal faculties, due apparently to a condition of semi-freedom or detachment of his subconscious mind or spirit, which enables it, on occasion, to liberate itself from the close fetters of the material organism and obtain knowledge of external things otherwise than by the usual sense organs.11

  It is true also that mediumistic powers are bestowed on persons without reference to intelligence or character; in this respect they are like other talents. Some mediums seem to be rather unintelligent and lacking in culture. However, there are striking exceptions. William Stainton Moses … was a gentleman in the English sense of that word, a clergyman of the Church of England and a schoolmaster [from] Oxford.12

  Ursula Roberts, a British medium who traveled extensively, writes:

  “A really sensitive medium may be used in a variety of ways at different times, though it is usual for one faculty to be developed to a higher degree of responsiveness and occasionally this one faculty may become so strong that the other powers fall into abeyance. It is my opinion that good mediumship can manifest all the varied forms of phenomena. During the period of development a medium often passes from one phase to another.13

  Clairvoyance and Clairaudience – The terms ‘clairvoyance’ and ‘clairaudience’ have been mentioned in connection with associated definitions but More specific definitions are given here. The Chambers Dictionary notes that the term clairvoyance is a French derivative which implies clear seeing and notes that the term refers to the ‘alleged power of seeing things not present to the senses.’14

  The Encyclopaedia Britannica describes clairvoyance and clairaudience as accessing

  knowledge or information not necessarily known to any other person, not obtained by ordinary channels of perceiving or reasoning; thus a form of extrasensory perception (ESP). Spiritualists also use the term to mean seeing (clairvoyance) or hearing (clairaudience) the spirits of the dead that are said to surround the living.15

  Trance – Trance is an altered state of consciousness that some mediums are able to demonstrate and may be observed by psychical researchers and sitters alike. While some mediums can acquire this level of consciousness naturally and spontaneously, others can only do so after years of training in meditation and breathing techniques. Mediums obtain various depths of trance.

  Mediums may remember some, all, or nothing of what was said by their own voice or spoken directly through them by a male or female spirit voice. Frequently, the medium feels as though they were asleep while all the apparent spirit communications took place. Various languages, including ancient Egyptian, that are personally unknown to the entranced mediums have been witnessed and carefully recorded by psychical researchers and observers.

  Related terminology The following terms will enhance your understanding of the exciting realm of psychic and mediumistic phenomena.

  Possession – The alleged ‘supplanting of a personality by another with or without the former personality’s permission’.16

  Obsession – The apparent state ‘where the personality, while still present, is influenced so strongly by another personality’s knowledge, desires, skills and personality that the obsessed personality is forced to behave like the obsessor’.17

  Overshadowing – The apparent state of a ‘far milder degree of obsession akin to inspiration’.18

  Communicator – Professor Archie Roy defines a communicator as

  “an entity that claims existence and can manifest either directly through a medium, utilizing the medium’s voice or by writing using the medium’s hand, or indirectly by conveying and receiving information via an intermediate entity called a control. The communicator may claim to be the surviving spirit of a recently deceased person … or a spirit of profound spiritual maturity with a guiding and teaching mission, or an angel. Very few claim to be devils.19

  Control – Roy defines a control as

  an ostensible communicator who usually manifests through a particular medium, taking charge of or possessing the medium’s body while the medium’s normal personality is absent. The control acts as a master or mistress of ceremonies relaying information to and from communicators and sitters. The control may on occasion allow communicators to manifest directly, a bit like a radio presenter handing over the microphone to someone else.20

  Séance – The Encyclopaedia Britannica offers the following definitions:

  A séance is a meeting (usually small) around a medium to seek messages from the spirits. Telepathy is the communication of ideas through other than physical means. (At séances clairvoyance and clairaudience may be demonstrated.) Clairvoyance is the power of seeing though means other than the physical eye. Clairaudience is the power of hearing through means other than the physical ear.21

  Further clarifications regarding Spiritualism and mediumship

  Materialism – ‘the doctrine that denies the independent existence of spirit and maintains that there is but one substance, matter … blindness to the spiritual’.22

  Spiritual/Spiritualist –

  [spiritual], the nature of [or] relating to … spirits, the mind, the higher faculties, the soul, highly refined in thought and feeling … naturally looking to things of the spirit, incorporeal, ecclesiastical, religious …

  to spiritualise, to make spiritual: to imbue with spirituality, to refine, to free from sensuality, to give a spiritual meaning to …

  spiritualism, a being spiritual … the doctrine that spirit has a real existence apart from matter: the interpretation of a varied series of abnormal phenomena as for the most part caused by spiritual beings acting upon specially sensitive persons or mediums …


  Spiritualist, one who has a regard only to spiritual things … one who holds the doctrine of spiritualism …

  spirituality, state of being spiritual23

  [Spiritualism] in philosophy … affirms the existence of immaterial reality imperceptible to the senses … Most patently, it applies to any philosophy accepting the notion of an infinite, personal God, the immortality of the soul or the immateriality of the intellect and will. Less obviously, it includes belief in such ideas as infinite cosmic forces or a universal mind, provided that they transcend the limits of gross materialistic interpretation.24

  Spiritualists in ancient history – Of the ancient nature of contemporary Spiritualist beliefs, the Encyclopaedia Britannica states:

  In ancient Greece Pindar [who flourished in the 5th century BC] expounded in his odes the substance of a spiritualist Orphic mysticism by attributing a divine origin to the soul, which resides temporarily as a guest in the home of the body and then returns to its source for reward or punishment after death. Plato’s view of the soul thus marks him as a Spiritualist and Aristotle was a Spiritualist for distinguishing the active from the passive reason and for conceiving God as pure actuality (knowledge knowing itself).25

  Soul – The soul, which might also be called the ‘spirit’, is:

  an entity supposed to be present only in living things, corresponding to the Greek psyche and Latin anima. Since there seems to be no material difference between an organism in the last moments of its life and the organism’s newly dead body, many philosophers since the time of Plato have claimed that the soul is an immaterial component of an organism. Because only material things are observed to be subject to dissolution, Plato took the soul’s immateriality as grounds for its immortality.

  Neither Plato nor Aristotle thought that only persons had souls. Aristotle ascribed souls to animals and plants since each exhibited living functions. Unlike Plato, Aristotle denied the transmigration of souls from one species to another or from one body to another after death; he was also more skeptical about the soul’s capacity for disembodiment – roughly, survival and functioning without a body … As the subject of thought, memory, emotion, desire, and action, the soul has been supposed to be an entity that makes self-consciousness possible.26

  A Contemporary Spiritualist

  The Encyclopaedia Britannica clarifies what is meant by the term ‘Spiritualist’ today:

  [a] person who believes that communication with those who have ‘passed into the higher life’ (died) is possible … This article deals with the spiritualist religion, not with psychic research, which is a study on what are believed to be the scientific lines of communication with the dead, telepathy, precognition and kindred subjects. The important terms in spiritualism are defined in the following ways. Spirit is the essential part of [living creatures]. After the death of the body the spirit lives on. The spirit world is the world of disembodied spirits. A medium is a person on earth who is sensitive to vibrations from the spirit world and is able to convey messages between that world and this one and to produce other Spiritualist phenomena. A control is a disembodied spirit who gives messages to a medium who in turn gives them to men and women on earth.27

  Spiritualists would accept that throughout global human history, non-physical intelligences known as spirits and angels have communicated with humankind. Mediumistic people, including ‘prophets,’ have reported that they have been contacted by non-physical personalities. Inevitably, these experiences are spiritually transformative mediumistic experiences. Historically, non-physical messengers were thought to be so different from physical people – and many were clearly of a more advanced spiritual character than those observing them – that they were confused with gods or angels and deified.

  Many historical spiritual teachers have reported their transformative, spiritual encounters with angels and spirits and these have cumulatively led to the birth of many of humankind’s religious beliefs. These ‘prophets’ who could be called mediums or channels transferred the angelic or spirit communicators’ moral teachings and teachings about life after physical death to others. Communications included information regarding the landscapes found in the different leels of the after death state and that all living creatures enter this dimension after physical death.

  The Founding and Organization of the Spiritualist Religion

  It was in the 19th century that Spiritualism became organized into a religious movement. The catalyst for this was the remarkable events surrounding the lives of two girls known as Margaret and Kate Fox who lived in the small village of Hydesville, in western New York state. These two sisters believed that they were in regular receipt of communications from a non-physical, surviving spirit personality who informed them that he had been murdered and buried in the cellar of their house. The bones were later found and dug up, confirming the mediumistic communications the girls had received.

  The Hydesville phenomena were a precursor to the establishment of the Spiritualist religion. The impact of the phenomena is yet another example of the ongoing legacy mediumistic communications have, regarding in the development of religious beliefs and the founding of religions (many other examples will be given in the following chapters).

  Emanuel Swedenborg, and in later years Andrew Jackson Davis, are considered by Spiritualists to be the first prophets and forerunners of what became the newly established Spiritualist religious movement. I will discuss the mediumistic experiences of both prophets in more detail later, but will provide a brief introduction here.

  The Swedish scientist, mystic, philosopher and theologian Emanuel Swedenborg was born in 1688 in Stockholm. He experienced communications from beings he believed to be spirits who had progressed to the status of guardian angels. He was also convinced that he experienced soul-journeys whereby he visited labyrinthine, non-material landscapes existing beyond ordinary three-dimensional time and space.

  Spirits asked him to convey their messages to their families regarding their unfinished business, ., before they had made their transitions to this malleable to e thought-energy dimension. They wanted him to tell their loved ones that they were fine and that they had discovered that life continues after physical death.

  Upon his return to the normal waking consciousness, Swedenborg convinced many people of his beliefs, supported by the spiritual content and predictive accuracy of the information he received from the surviving personalities he met.

  Swedenborg was a highly respected figure who wrote extensively about his soul-journey explorations of the countless, hierarchical after-death landscapes. This body of spiritual knowledge, together with that received by the American medium Andrew Jackson Davis, gave impetus to the development of the Spiritualist religious movement. It was against the backdrop of the teachings of these two prominent spiritual, mediumistic figures that the Hydesville mediumistic phenomena were interpreted and given a greater spiritual context.

  In the following years, after the extensive media coverage of the mediumistic transfer of information during and after the initial Hydesville phenomena, increasing numbers of people joined the fast growing Spiritualist movement. In the United States of America and the United Kingdom, in particular, the Spiritualist movement was organized into congregations which were led by regional and national bodies.

  In America these became known as the National Spiritualist Association of Churches (NSAC), founded in 1893, the International General Assembly of Spiritualists, and the National Spiritualist Alliance of the USA. These groups have joined the English-based International Spiritualist Federation, which was founded in 1923. The Spiritualist National Union is based in Essex, England.

  A number of organizations who belong to more traditional denominations that have some Spiritualist interests have developed. Two of these include the American Spiritual Frontiers Fellowship International28 and the Churches’ Fellowship for Psychical and Spiritual Studies (England).29

  There are more than 1,000 Spiritualist centers in the United Kingdom, a large number can be found in Glasgow and Edinburgh. Here, every evening, people observe a wide variety of visiting mediums demonstrating communication with beloved spirit relations and animals.

  The congregations sing and worship God, send their love, pray for people, animals and the planet, practice spiritual healing, raise money for charities, and learn spiritual philosophy. Visitors can also have one-to-one meetings, known as sittings, with many visiting mediums. There are large numbers of similar Spiritualist centers elsewhere in Europe, the USA, Canada and Australia.

  Psychical Research

  Interest in mediumship and associated psychic phenomena took an alternative organized form with the founding of the Society for Psychical Research in London in 1882.30 This organization is not interested in the spiritual aspects of mediumistic phenomena. It was founded with the objective of conducting investigative research into evidence for the authenticity of mediumistic phenomena and possible scientific explanations for it.

  Many eminent professionals from diverse academic backgrounds have shared an interest in researching these phenomena and have joined the ranks of psychical researchers. Among the acclaimed British scholars,, public figures, writers and politicians who have pursued research into this enigmatic area of enquiry are Sir William Crookes, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Frederick H. Myers and Sir Oliver Lodge. Eminent professionals and scholars who are representative of some of the membership of the American Society for Psychical Research,31 which was founded in 1885, include esteemed individuals such as William James, J.H. Hyslop and J.B. Rhine.

  Spiritualist Beliefs

  A brief outline of some of the predominant beliefs of contemporary Spiritualists is given here. As stated earlier, the religion of Spiritualism was founded upon and continues to be nurtured by communications believed to be from ethically advanced spirits and angels.

  Mediums are trained to communicate with surviving, non-physical personalities who demonstrate a high degree of spirituality. They are also able to see and hear relatives and friends connected with the sitter or the sitter’s friends. Some higher-level mediumistic communications can be profoundly spiritual.

  The Spiritualist movement in the United Kingdom states that members:


  have no fixed creed but the Spiritualist National Union has adopted the following Seven Principles [these are believed to have been given to them by communicating spirits or angels]: The fatherhood of God, the brotherhood of man, communion of spirits and the ministry of angels, the continuous existence of the human soul, personal responsibility, compensation and retribution hereafter for all the good and evil deeds done on earth and eternal progress open to every human soul.32

  Some people visit a medium or Spiritualist center only in order to receive predictive information about their future, associated with a supportive communication from a loved one in spirit. It is unfortunate when they do not internalize the spiritual philosophy that comes from communications with angels or highly evolved spirits, since Spiritualist religious philosophy goes much deeper than offering predictive information.

  Spiritualist teachings advocate that each individual’s earthly life has a distinct purpose, whether they work behind the scenes or in the spotlight. Spiritualists are taught that as a matter of paramount importance that every individual life in every lifetime should be used in order to obtain spiritual progression. This point is substantiated by the spiritual truths gained by near-death experiencers who return with the belief that every creature’s their life is vital and has a specific purpose.

  Spiritualists are taught by mediums in trance that spiritual development continues after physical death. They believe that non-physical personalities – spirits – also continue to further their own spiritual progression in the spirit dimension of life. They believe that this might be achieved through guiding and supporting the productive and creative work pursued by those living in the physical body, They are also taught that spirits have the opportunity to evolve spiritually in the non-physical spheres when they work with animals or people who have died and woken up in this energy dimension.

  Spiritualists believe that right thoughts and right action are of primary importance as these will attract positive events in this life and the next. They believe that there is a rich diversity of people who possess innumerable abilities, and each person should use these for the good of all other living creatures, which includes animals, birds, marine life and the earth herself. Increasing numbers of Spiritualists in the United Kingdom have become vegetarian in more recent years, as typically they feel that Spiritualist teachings have touched them on a deeply spiritual level.

  Spiritualists often feel that they do not wish to condone by passive inaction or acceptance the inhumane, negligent and torturous treatment and murder of animals. They oppose animal experimentation as increasingly people have become aware that plants are valuable medicines, and research is better employed in this area. Pioneering medical research, including computer-modeling techniques, is producing more accurate medical research results confirming the enormous differences between the related physical bodies of all animals, human and non-human.

  This underlines the waste of time and the immoral nature of carrying out useless barbaric experiments on animals as the results are of no use to us. Many Spiritualists also oppose the fact that living animals are taken on journeys that last days in cramped conditions to diverse countries. Here many types of murder are perpetrated on them to access their flesh and blood by people who must surely lack compassion, sensitivity and feeling.

  Vegetarianism is easy to follow, even in the western world. In the west, low-fat soya proteins and other vegetable protein substitutes are abundantly available in the healthy-eating sections of most supermarkets. The vegetarian diet has been medically verified for its pronounced reduction of the development of heart disease, strokes, cancers and other animal flesh/fat induced diseases.

  This underlines the fact that humans do not benefit from eating the flesh and body parts of our related animal brethren. Many Spiritualists, akin to other spiritual, religious philosophies also oppose needless, profit orientated experimentation on animals. These take on a myriad forms. Much of which can be alternatively carried our as stated, by the use of computer model experiments.

  These are known to produce far more accurate results and are not barbaric and hostile to our animal brethren. These relatives share and beautify both this planet and the non-physical realms to which Spiritualists believe we are all collectively destined. Spirit communications inform us that animals, particularly domesticated animals who live with loving humans, significantly spiritually evolve during their lifetime. Many animals have none of the negative human traits in them at all, but are like vulnerable, innocent infants for the whole of their lives on earth.

  Through the impetus of building relationships with humans, they progressively express their innate qualities of innocence, love, loyalty, selfless protection and devotion, all of which enhances their spiritual progression. There are many case histories of animals demonstrating supreme acts of self-sacrificial protection of total strangers.

  This involves a whole range of animals including dogs, cows, horses and dolphins, This is not an exhaustive list. In the wild, too, animals can demonstrate the most superior forms of love and compassion. The highest medals are awarded to honor those rare people who likewise lay down their lives to save others.

  To give only one example, female foxes are frequently seen running from the safety of their den in the ground. Instinct alone would make a terrified family huddle there and face death together. The female consciously acts as a decoy. Sacrificing her life, she has the fruitless hope that by allowing the relentless, merciless hunters to kill her, their killing appetites will be quenched, and her beloved infants’ lives might therefore be saved.

  Sadly, after her murder the hunters usually move on to those who are left defenseless in the den. Sometimes the infants run out to be with their squealing, pain-wracked mother, the only one who has shown them love. As she dies, ripped apart, they are murdered too.

  Spiritualists are taught by mediums who obtain trance information that the soul does not enter the physical embryo until it is several months old. Hence stem-cell research on human embryos should be carried out as a replacement for the inaccurate, horrific, painful research conducted on animals.

  Spiritualists learn that these experiments produce terrible karmic consequences on all those who perpetrate, and are associated with, inflicting such gruesome torture on animals. The negative energies are thought to affect them during both their physical and non-physical lives. they will also feel the pains they inflicted on the animals when they reach the non-physical, post-death dimension.

  Spiritualists are also taught that if the soul of a living creature is destined for the earth plane, the purpose of which is to gain an opportunity for spiritual growth, and it is miscarried, it will try again until successful. The soul may be born to the sister or cousins of the original mother or may be forced to skip one or more generations.

  The Encyclopaedia Britannica further describes beliefs shared by many Spiritualists:

  Spiritualists believe that the human spirit exists eternally as a part of the universal Spirit and thus antedates the creation of the body and the soul … that the soul enters the body … a few months after conception. The soul, like the body, is said to be manufactured out of material elements, such as food, water and air, but these are more refined than the bodily elements. The soul is the duplicate of the body in structure. At death the soul and the spirit are believed to go to one of the seven spheres that surround the earth.

  The lowest sphere is occupied by [people] who on earth were wicked … and dominated by material desires. At the death of the body, most people go to the Third Sphere often called the Summerland … Here they wear clothing, live in houses, and have animals for pets. Each spirit finds and marries his soul mate … Beyond the seven earth spheres are higher and more universal spheres; they surround planets and suns, and even solar systems … God [is] defined as Infinite Intelligence ... The souls of children who have died are believed to assume adulthood over a period of time. Persons in the lower spheres eventually attain higher spheres … Thus Spiritualists are universalists; that is, they believe in salvation for all … though persons who have lived essentially evil lives must suffer [such as through living in an infernal non-physical environment] before they can progress to the higher spheres. The law of progression … [is an opportunity for success or failure for all].33

  Spiritualists are taught by elevated spiritual communicators that all animals, human and non-human, indeed, all living creatures make a transition at death, as all are governed by the same God-given natural laws. Logically, if animals, birds and marine life did not make their transitions to the celestial levels, these dimensions would be frighteningly barren, deserted places, devoid of life.
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