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  FOREWORD


  By Reverend Clarence Edward Macartney

  Pastor, First Presbyterian Church

  Pittsburgh, Pa.


  The great fact, and the Eternal Fact, in the life of Jesus was his death for our sins upon the Cross. This was the fact which St. Paul declared he preached to the Corinthians “first of all”; not that they were the first to hear it; not that it merely came first in the enumeration of the great truths of the Gospel; but that it was first in importance, the Eternal Fact of Redemption. The steps, therefore, by which Jesus was brought to the Cross, although ever of the greatest interest, are secondary in importance to the death of Christ on the Cross.


  Christian lawyers have always found the records of the trial of Jesus of great interest. This interest has led the author of this book to make a careful study from a lawyer’s standpoint of the trial of Jesus. He brings out the fact that Jesus was tried six times in twelve hours; before Annas, before Caiaphas,before the Sanhedrin, before Pilate, before Herod, before Pilate again. Of course, the real judicial trial was that before the Sanhedrin. According to the author there were seventeen errors in these trials which might be classified as “reversible;” that is, such errors as today would warrant a superior court in reversing the judgment of the lower court. Among these errors he notes the following: No process could take place on one of the feast days; no process could be started at night. Caiaphas publicly declared before the trial that Christ deserved death. Jesus had no counsel to defend him. Pilate declared Jesus not guilty, and yet accepted the verdict of the mob and sent him to crucifixion. It was illegal for the Sanhedrin to convict a man on the same day as the trial.


  This is a carefully done book, and those who wish to follow out the experiences of our Lord on that same night in which he was betrayed will find much of interest and instruction in it.


  Unlike some others who have written about the trial of Jesus, this author has a true and scriptural understanding of what the trial of Jesus led to; that is, his sacrificial and atoning death for sin upon the Cross; for he says,


  “Christianity is not a religion; it is a revelation. The word ‘religion’ comes from a Greek root meaning the act of man searching out for God, pagan man trying to find God. But when Very God became flesh and dwelt among us, revealed Himself in the person of Christ, and died to save us from our sin, religion ceased for all believers in Jesus.”


  Those who read this book may be interested to know that the author, a St. Louis lawyer, comes naturally by an interest in theological and scriptural questions, for he is a direct descendant of America’s greatest thinker and theologian, Jonathan Edwards.


  



  Clarence Edward Macartney.


  THE SCOPE OF OUR STUDY


  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” The death of Christ as the sacrifice of God for man is the greatest fact in the story of salvation, except His glorious resurrection. No legalistic study of The Trial of Christ can take the place of the Evangelistic message of The Christ. To many lawyers, no trial of history is quite so interesting as the Trial of Christ. Our purpose will be to re-examine the trial in the light of the Roman and Jewish laws of that era, and our laws today, in order to call the attention of Christian people to the legal significance of that trial—and, perchance, to demonstrate again the fact that there is no substitute for Christian faith.


  Our approach to the subject will be in legalistic style, a style perhaps not too familiarto lay minds, but that most adaptable to our subject.


  In preparing a case on Appeal today, an attorney edits and files in The Supreme Court


  (1) a digest of the charges, the pleadings, the testimony and judgment in the lower court (called collectively “The Record”),


  (2) a list of the points on which he intends to rely as grounds for reversal of the judgment below (called an “Assignment of Errors”),


  (3) a repetition of the Assignment of Errors, with reference to legal publications as authority for the propositions relied on as error, usually somewhat amplified in form and known as “Points and Authorities,” and, finally, (4) an essay discussing the record, errors and authorities in logical sequence and known as an “Argument.” In most Appellate and Supreme Courts these documents must be printed and the practice is to print The Record as a separate volume, combining the Errors, Authorities and Argument under another cover.


  We will follow the above classification with one modification, that we will combine the Authorities with the Errors and give within these pages a statement of the following:


  A. In Chapter II, some comment on the nature of law and the sources of the Record of The Trial of Christ;


  B. In Chapter III, that Record, as we have it in the four Gospels;


  C. In Chapter IV, a discussion of the term “Reversible Error” and a list of the Errors in The Trial of Christ;


  D. In Chapters V, VI, VII and VIII, we explain and argue the various errors listed in Chapter IV, and draw from these arguments A Lesson in Citizenship; and,


  E. In the Epilogue we summarize our study to emphasize that Christ is Our Redeemer.


  A word as to the authorities. Our study is not unique, and an attempt is made to credit its sources, both legalistic and theological. For brevity’s sake, the standard legal citations are given in our footnotes and the theological works referred to in an abbreviated form, to all of which a key is found in an Appendix.


  LEGAL BACKGROUND AND SOURCES OF THE RECORD


  To a Christian Lawyer, the Trial of Christ has a deep significance because we know that the legalistic errors in that trial, condemnable though they be, nevertheless fulfilled prophecy and thereby served a purpose. Theological writers have many works that show how the Old Testament Prophecies were fulfilled in what did take place; indeed, many passages of the Gospel Record are quoted from the Prophets. A further word on this point will be found in our Epilogue, but we limit ourselves, for the present, to the legal phases of the Trial of Christ.
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