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  PUBLISHER’S NOTE




  First and foremost, thank you very much for taking your time and money to read this book. We are grateful for your curiosity and passion to seek the truth. Now, please allow us to explain why we decided to publish For the Love of the Country—Untold Story of the Battle of Peleliu: a Memoir of Japanese Colonel Kunio Nakagawa.




  The Pacific, an American TV drama series that aired in 2010, featured the fierce battles between the U.S. Marine Corps and the Japanese forces. The drama consisted of 10 total episodes, of which Episodes 5, 6 and 7—the highlights of the series—covered the Battle of Peleliu. The U.S. forces predicted that they would capture the small island in no time; however, the battle lasted over 70 days. This shows how significant the battle was in the entire Pacific War, officially known as Greater East Asia War in Japan.




  The drama series was based mainly on the memoirs of two Marines who survived the war and thus emphasized how powerful the Japanese forces were. Where did their power come from? What kind of spirit and goal did they have? Is it true that the Japanese forces were brainwashed by and fought frantically for their fascist government or military, just as the postwar international communities have been saying?




  The book you are now reading answers these questions. In these pages, the spirit of Colonel Kunio Nakagawa, garrison commander of Peleliu Island, tells us the untold story of the historical battle between the U.S. Marine Corps and the Japanese forces via spiritual messages[1] conducted by Master Ryuho Okawa of Happy Science. This approach is one method of “religious journalism.”




  “For the Love of the Country” is a phrase taken from the spiritual messages of Colonel Nakagawa. His deep and sublime love was surely not inferior to that of the U.S. soldiers.




  This year, 2015, makes 70 years since the end of WWII. Now is the time to ask ourselves, “Is it correct to interpret the Pacific War as a war that fascist Japan lost to democratic America?” What was the true reason for Japan going into WWII? What was Japan trying to accomplish? What kind of influence did Japan have on world history by fighting in the war? There are survivors of WWII out there in the world, even today. We need to gain a true understanding of history and spread it while they are alive.




  Americans have the spirit of fair play. They praise their enemies who fought valiantly in battle. Fleet Admiral Nimitz regarded Japanese soldiers who gave their lives, “courageous and patriotic” as written on the epitaph on Peleliu[2]. It is our honest wish that Americans, as well as readers all around the world, further cultivate their spirit of fair play through this book. Not only will this help Japan restore its honor, but also help bring world peace and justice to fight off the growing chaos in this current age.




  We would like you to read this book carefully, page by page, word by word, and listen to your inner voice. The colonel’s strong sense of love will definitely touch your heart.




  •  •  •




  For a documentary on Peleliu now and an excerpt of the spiritual message, visit:


  youtu.be/YTPJIexcmgo




  




  PREFACE




  This year, 2015, marks 70 years since the end of WWII. I expect, in light of that fact, we will see many different views, for and against, being argued. The emperor of Japan, himself, is planning to make a commemorative visit to Palau this April, so there will most likely be all sorts of coverage on the Battle of Peleliu Island in the media as well.




  If the most intense decisive battle between Japan and the U.S. on Peleliu Island had been covered accurately and impartially by the U.S. media during WWII, the U.S., which was having difficulty collecting war funds, would most likely have gotten tired of war, right away. And there is a high possibility that some kind of effort would’ve been put forth to bring an end to the fighting. Of course, there are no “ifs” in history. But “if” that had happened, we can speculate that the Korean War, the Vietnam War and even the Iraq War may not have happened. The Cold War between the U.S. and the Soviet Union could’ve been avoided. And the enormous, “military first” communist nation that came into being through Mao Zedong’s revolution may never have been formed.




  The fighting that took place on Peleliu Island was, without a doubt, a defensive battle for Japan. I also want Japanese people everywhere to know that this era also saw a great military commander like the illustrious Masashige Kusunoki[3].




  Ryuho Okawa


  Master and CEO of Happy Science Group


  March 3, 2015




  




  KUNIO NAKAGAWA


  (1898-1944)





  Military officer. Rose to the position of Lieutenant General in the Imperial Japanese Army [by a two-rank posthumous promotion]. Originally from Kumamoto Prefecture. Graduated from the Imperial Japanese Army Academy and was commissioned as a second lieutenant in the infantry. After ascending to the position of infantry regiment battalion commander, Nakagawa studied at the Army Staff College and earned an army colonel position. He was appointed as regiment commander of the Imperial Japanese Army 2nd Infantry Regiment. The 14th Division, which was affiliated with the 2nd Infantry Regiment, was stationed in the Palau island chain, where Nakagawa was appointed garrison commander for Peleliu Island. He fortified the entire island into a stronghold and led a fierce resistance to cut off the fighting force of the U.S. military, which had planned to take the island. The battle, which lasted for two and a half months, delivered a crippling blow to the U.S. military.




  INTERVIEWERS:[4]




  Eiichi Satomura


  Senior Managing Director


  Happy Science Public Relations and Marketing




  Jiro Ayaori


  Advanced Executive Director


  Happy Science Chief Editor of The Liberty




  Yuki Oikawa


  Director of Foreign Affairs


  Happiness Realization Party




  The opinions of the spirits do not necessarily reflect those of Happy Science Group.




  




  OPENING COMMENTS




  




  1


  Summoning the Spirit of Colonel Nakagawa, Great Military Commander Who Devastated the Most Powerful Marine Division in the U.S. Military




  
Taking a fresh look at the Battle of Peleliu, 70 years after the war




  RYUHO OKAWA:


  This year [2015] is the 70th anniversary of the end of WWII, so I imagine that many news items and articles will be written about the war. We will probably see more television coverage, too.




  As for Happy Science, we have been releasing various spiritual messages regarding this matter. Some of these have had quite a major impact, for example, spiritual messages from Hideki Tojo and spiritual messages from Iris Chang [see The Truth of the Pacific War: Soulful Messages from Hideki Tojo, Japan’s Wartime Leader (New York: IRH Press, 2014), “Shusho Kotei no Yurei” no Shotai: Tojo Hideki, Konoe Fumimaro, Hirota Koki Nihon wo Shikaru! (The Truth Behind “Ghosts of the Prime Minister’s Residence”: Hideki Tojo, Fumimaro Konoe and Koki Hirota Scold Japan!) (Tokyo: IRH Press, 2013) and The Secret Behind The Rape of Nanking: A Spiritual Confession by Iris Chang (New York: IRH Press, 2014), all by Ryuho Okawa (see Figure 1)].
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