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Introduction

Forty million tourists visit Italy each year. Two of Italy’s major cities—Florence and Rome—are among the most visited cities in the world. On any given day of the year, this equates to 110,000 foreign tourists in Italy. Many travel guides recommend that tourists make an effort to get off the beaten path; to find that small, out-of-the-way place that few tourists ever visit. It is in these areas where the “real” Italy can be experienced; it is also in these areas where very little English is spoken by the general population. This book will be very useful for the 110,000 foreign tourists who hope to have a unique, off-the-beaten-path experience in Italy.

This book will be a useful tool to help integrate both the inexperienced and experienced traveler into many essential aspects of daily life. For these tourists, a very basic understanding of the language can enhance their stay in Italy. Italians treasure politeness, and everywhere in the world people can appreciate the good manners of a “thank you” or “you’re welcome.” Italians will respond to your efforts to communicate in their language with wholehearted appreciation. By making an effort to learn some basic phrases and expressions, you will feel safer and more assured to take the path less traveled, you will discover useful and interesting facts, you will cope with unexpected situations, and you will be greeted with much greater kindness.

This book will also be a useful resource for high school and college students who wish to enhance their in-class learning experiences. It will be a handy resource to help students sharpen their speaking ability by learning useful expressions (and their correct pronunciation) that pertain to everyday life.

The Everything® Italian Phrase Book offers grammar and pronunciation sections for easier, more effective use and contains essential information for first-time and experienced travelers alike. It features more than 1,400 words and phrases, covering all subjects that people are likely to encounter in their travels—from reserving a hotel room or ordering dinner at a restaurant to using a cell phone or changing a flight. There is also a detailed phonetic pronunciation table plus an extensive word list and grammar guide that will enable travelers to construct basic sentences.


Chapter 1 
Introduction
to Italian

Italian is a Romance language spoken by about 63 million people in Italy and parts of Switzerland. Modern standard Italian was adopted by the Italian government after the unification of Italy in about 1871 and has its roots in the region of Tuscany, in central Italy. There are many dialects of Italian spoken throughout the Italian peninsula. Dialects are generally not used for purposes of mass communication and are usually spoken in local, informal contexts by native speakers. Most all Italians speak a dialect (Venetian, Neapolitan, Sicilian, etc.), but they can easily switch to standard Italian.

Reading and Pronouncing Italian

Italian is based on a twenty-one-letter alphabet. Though you will come across the letters J, K, W, X, and Y in your travels, you will notice that these letters only appear in words borrowed from other languages (whiskey and jolly, to name a few). English and Italian share many cognates— words that are spelled similarly in the two languages. Some of these words are modern and are related to recent technology: telefono, calcolatrice, macchina. You will recognize many words related to musical terminology (alto, soprano, trombone) and to cuisine as well (al dente, biscotti, pepperoni).
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The vowels a and e can have two slightly different pronunciations. There is no way to tell by looking at a written word which pronunciation to use. Pesca (peach) is spelled the exact same way as pesca (fishing). There is a very slight pronunciation difference between the two: pesca (pronounced PAYS-ca) means fishing, pesca (pronounced PESS-ca) means peach.

Pronunciation Guide 

[image: 4]

In addition to the twenty-one Italian letters, there are five foreign letters, used in words borrowed from other languages.

Foreign Letters 
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How can I practice my pronunciation?
Pronunciation isn’t something that can be learned from a book, and learning to speak Italian won’t come from reading a book. Hire a native speaker as a tutor, watch Italian movies, and listen to Italian music to develop an ear for spoken Italian.

Double Consonants 

Native speakers of English often have great difficulty in mastering the pronunciation of double consonants in Italian. One rule to keep in mind in learning correct pronunciation is that every letter in an Italian word must be pronounced. With this in mind, it logically follows that double consonants are pronounced longer than single consonants:



sano  (pronounced sa-no) / sanno (pronounced san-no) 

lego (pronounced le-go) / leggo (pronounced leg-go) 

fata (pronounced fa-ta) / fatta (pronounced fat-ta) 

papa (pronounced pa-pa) / pappa (pronounced pap-pa)



The double s in Italian has a different pronunciation than the single s:



casa (here the s is pronounced as in the English hose) 

cassa (here the ss is pronounced as in the English house) 

Accent/Stress 

Most words in Italian are pronounced with the stress falling on the next-to-last syllable.
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There is also a group of words that are pronounced with the stress falling in the last syllable. All of these words have a written accent:
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Many words are pronounced with the stress on the third-to-last or fourth-to-last syllable. There is no rule governing the placement of the stress in these cases. As you develop an ear for the language you will learn which pronunciation sounds better.











	facile 
	portabile 
	aspettano



	FAH-chee-leh 
	pohr-TAH-bee-leh 
	ah-SPEHT-tah-noh





Introduction to Nouns

Singular Nouns 

Italian nouns almost always end in a vowel. Those that don’t are usually words borrowed from other languages. Generally speaking, nouns that end in –o are masculine, and words that end in –a are feminine. Nouns ending in –e can be either masculine or feminine. The gender of these nouns must be learned.



libro (masculine)      LEE-broh
casa (feminine)        KAH-zah
madre (feminine)     MAH-dray
padre (masculine)    PAH-dray 

[image: 2] -SSENTIAL 

When learning a foreign language, you will learn convenient grammatical rules to help you along. It is important to be open-minded. For every rule, there’s bound to be an exception. The rules presented here are very basic—you will notice exceptions to these rules throughout the book.

Plural Nouns 

Masculine nouns that end in –o form the plural by changing the –o into an –i. Feminine nouns that end in –a form the plural by changing the –o into an –e. Both masculine and feminine nouns that end in –e form the plural by changing the –e into an –i. Here are some examples:



libro (LEE-broh) changes to libri (LEE-bree) 

amico (ah-MEE-koh) changes to amici (ah-MEE-chee) 

gatto (GAHT-toh) changes to gatti (GAHT-tee) 

sorella (soh-REHL-lah) changes to sorelle  (soh-REHL-leh)

casa (KAH-zah) changes to case (KAH-zeh) 

tazza (TAHTS-sah) changes to tazze (TAHTS-seh) 

dottore (doht-TOH-ray) changes to dottori  (doht-TOH-ree)

stazione (stahts-see-YOH-nay) changes to stazioni  (stahts-see-YOH-nee) 

cane (KAH-neh) changes to cani (KAH-nee) 

Definite and Indefinite Articles

Nouns often are accompanied by a definite article (corresponds to “the” in English). There are seven definite articles in Italian: il, lo, l’, la (singular); i, gli, le (plural). There are four indefinite articles (corresponding to “a” or “an” in English)—un, uno, un’, and una are all used before singular nouns. Which definite or indefinite article you choose depends on the number (singular or plural), the gender (masculine or feminine), and the first letter of the word in question.
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Italian articles are sometimes difficult to master, because they have to agree with the noun they modify and don’t always correspond to articles in other languages. As a general rule, there is almost always an article in front of a noun in Italian, except when indicating a profession. In Italian, “I am a professor” is Sono professore.

Indefinite Articles 

The indefinite articles un and uno are used for masculine nouns, and un’ and una are used for feminine nouns. We must look at the first letter of the word in order to come up with the correct form of the indefinite article.











	If the first letter 
	 
	 



	of the noun is . . . 
	Masculine 
	Feminine



	 . . . a consonant 
	un ragazzo 
	una casa



	 
	oon rah-GAHTS-so 
	oo-nah KAH-zah



	 . . . a vowel 
	un amico 
	un'amica



	 
	oon ah-MEE-koh 
	oon-ah-MEE-kah



	 . . . s + consonant 
	uno stadio 
	una studentessa



	 
	oo-noh STAH-dee-
	oo-nah stoo-dehn-



	 
	yoh
	TESS-ah



	 . . . z 
	uno zero 
	una zebra



	 
	oo-noh DSEH-roh 
	oo-nah DSAY-brah





Definite Articles 

There are seven forms of the definite article in Italian—il, l’, lo, i, gli (masculine), and la, l’, le (feminine). 









	If the word is feminine, 
	 
	 



	and the first letter of 
	 
	 



	the word is . . . 
	Singular 
	Plural



	 . . . a consonant 
	la ragazza 
	le ragazze



	 
	lah rah-GAHTS-sah 
	leh rah-GAHTS-seh



	 . . . a vowel 
	l'amica 
	le amiche



	 
	lah-MEE-kah 
	leh ah-MEE-keh



	 . . . a consonant 
	il libro 
	i libri



	 
	eel LEE-broh 
	ee LEE-bree



	 . . . a vowel 
	l'amico 
	gli amici



	 
	lah-MEE-koh 
	lyee ah-MEE-chee



	 . . . z 
	lo zero 
	gli zeri



	 
	loh DSEH-roh 
	lyee DSEH-ree



	 . . . an s + a 
	lo studente 
	gli studenti 



	consonant
	loh stoo-DEHN-teh
	lyee stoo-DEHN-tee





Cognates

Learning Italian can be made easier by developing an ability to recognize cognates—words that look like English words and have a meaning similar to those words. There are some patterns to recognize and follow in order to sharpen your ability to recognize and use cognates.



Nouns that end in –ia in Italian usually end in –y in English.

Spelling Equivalents 









	Italian word 
	 
	English equivalent



	psicologia 
	psee-koh-loh-JEE-yah 
	psychology



	autonomia 
	ou-toh-noh-MEE-yah 
	autonomy





Nouns that end in –ica in Italian usually end in –ic(s) in English.

Spelling Equivalents 









	Italian word 
	 
	English equivalent



	fisica 
	FEE-zee-kah 
	physics



	musica 
	MOO-zee-kah 
	music





Nouns that end in –tà in Italian usually end in –ty in English.

Spelling Equivalents 









	Italian word 
	 
	English equivalent



	università 
	oo-nee-vehr-see-TAH 
	university



	autorità 
	ahw-toh-ree-TAH 
	authority





Nouns that end in –ista in Italian usually end in –ist in English.

Spelling Equivalents 









	Italian word 
	 
	English equivalent



	dentista 
	dehn-TEES-tah 
	dentist



	artista 
	ahr-TEES-tah 
	artist





Nouns that end in –ario in Italian usually end in –ary in English.

Spelling Equivalents 









	Italian word 
	 
	English equivalent



	diario 
	dee-AH-ree-oh 
	diary



	dizionario 
	deet-see-oh-NAH-ree-yoh 
	dictionary





Nouns that end in –ore in Italian usually end in –or in English.

Spelling Equivalents 









	Italian word 
	 
	English equivalent



	professore 
	proh-fess-SOHR-ray 
	professor



	attore 
	aht-TOHR-ray 
	actor





Nouns that end in –ione in Italian usually end in –ion in English.

Spelling Equivalents 









	Italian word 
	 
	English equivalent



	stazione 
	stahts-see-YOH-nay 
	station



	religione 
	reh-lee-JOH-nay 
	religion





Nouns that end in –za in Italian usually end in –ce in English.

Spelling Equivalents 









	Italian word 
	 
	English equivalent



	importanza 
	eem-pohr-TAHNZ-ah 
	importance



	indipendenza 
	een-dee-pehn-DEHNZ-ah 
	independence





Adjectives ending in –ale in Italian usually end in –al in English.

Spelling Equivalents 









	Italian word 
	 
	English equivalent



	speciale 
	speh-CHAH-lay 
	special



	locale 
	loh-KAH-lay 
	local





Adjectives ending in –oso usually end in –ous in English.

Spelling Equivalents 









	Italian word 
	 
	English equivalent



	religioso 
	reh-lee-JOH-soh 
	religious



	amoroso 
	ah-mohr-OH-soh 
	amorous





False Friends

The following section will help you to avoid many common mistakes. False friends are words that look alike but have different meanings. There are numerous false friends in Italian and English!
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There are thousands of cognates between Italian and English, but some of them can be false friends! Make sure you know the true meaning of a word before working it into your spoken language.

False Friends 








	
addizione [image: 6] addiction 

	addizione = sum



	ahd-deets-YOH-nay
	 



	
annoiato [image: 6] annoyed 

	annoiato = bored



	ahn-noy-YAH-toh
	 



	
apprendere [image: 6] to apprehend 

	apprendere = to learn



	ahp-PREHN-deh-ray
	 



	
argomento [image: 6] argument 

	argomento = subject



	ahr-goh-MEHN-toh
	 



	
assistere [image: 6]to assist 

	assistere = to attend



	ahs-SEES-teh-ray
	 



	
asso [image: 6] ass 

	asso = ace



	ahss-soh
	 



	
attendere [image: 6] to attend 

	attendere = to wait



	aht-TEHN-deh-ray
	 



	
attualmente [image: 6] actually 

	attualmente = currently



	aht-too-ahl-MEHN-tay
	 



	
baldo [image: 6] bald 

	baldo = courageous



	BAHL-doh
	 



	
bravo [image: 6] brave 

	bravo = good/clever



	BRAH-voh
	 



	
camera [image: 6] camera 

	camera = room



	KAH-meh-rah
	 



	
cantina [image: 6] canteen 

	cantina = cellar 



	kahn-TEE-nah
	 



	
caldo [image: 6] cold 

	caldo = hot 



	KAHL-doh
	 



	
collegio [image: 6] college 

	collegio = boarding school



	kohl-LEH-jee-yoh
	 



	
comprensivo [image: 6] comprehensive 

	comprensivo = understanding 



	kohm-prehn-SEE-voh
	 



	
concorrenza [image: 6] concurrence 

	concorrenza = competition 



	kohn-kohr-REHN-Zah
	 



	
cocomero [image: 6] cucumber 

	cocomero = watermelon 



	koh-KOH-meh-roh
	 



	
delusione [image: 6] delusion 

	delusione = disappointment 



	deh-looz-YOH-nay
	 



	
disgrazia [image: 6] disgrace 

	disgrazia =misfortune



	dees-GRAHTS-see-yah
	 



	editore = editor 
	editore = publisher



	eh-dee-TOH-ray
	 



	
educato [image: 6] educated 

	educato = polite 



	eh-doo-KAH-toh
	 



	
eventualmente [image: 6]eventually 

	eventualmente = possibly, if 



	 
	necessary



	eh-vehn-too-ahl-MEHN-tay
	 



	
fabbrica [image: 6] fabric 

	fabbrica = factory



	FAHB-bree-kah
	 



	
fattoria [image: 6] factory 

	fattoria = farm 



	faht-toh-REE-yah
	 



	
inabitato [image: 6] inhabited 

	inabitato = uninhabited 



	een-ah-bee-TAH-toh
	 



	
genitore [image: 6] janitor 

	genitore = parent



	jeh-nee-TOH-ray
	 



	
parente [image: 6] parent 

	parente = relative



	pah-REHN-tay
	 



	
largo [image: 6] large 

	largo = wide 



	LAHR-goh
	 



	
lettura [image: 6] lecture 

	lettura = reading



	leht-TOO-rah
	 



	
libreria [image: 6] library 

	libreria = bookstore



	lee-breh-REE-yah
	 



	
licenziare [image: 6] to license 

	licenziare = to dismiss, to fire



	lee-chenz-YAH-ray
	 



	
lussuria [image: 6] luxury 

	lussuria = lust 



	loos-soo-REE-yah
	 



	
magazzino [image: 6] magazine 

	magazzino = warehouse 



	mah-gahts-SEE-noh
	 



	
messa [image: 6] mess 

	messa = mass



	MEHSS-sah
	 



	
morbido [image: 6] morbid 

	morbido = soft 



	MOHR-bee-doh
	 



	
notizia [image: 6] notice 

	notizia = news 



	noh-TEETS-ee-yah
	 



	
novella [image: 6] novel 

	novella = short story



	noh-VEHL-lah
	 



	
parente [image: 6] parent 

	parente = relative



	pah-REHN-tay
	 



	
patente [image: 6] patent 

	patente = driver's license



	pah-TEHN-tay
	 



	
preservativo [image: 6] preservative 

	preservativo = condom



	preh-zehr-vah-TEE-voh
	 



	
romanza [image: 6] romance 

	romanza = novel



	roh-MAHN-zah
	 



	
stormo [image: 6] storm 

	stormo = flock



	STOHR-moh
	 



	
tasto [image: 6] taste 

	tasto = key (on a keyboard) 



	TAHSS-toh
	 



	
vacanza [image: 6] vacancy 

	vacanza = vacation



	vah-KAHN-zah
	 






Chapter 2 
Introducing Yourself

This book provides you with ready-made sentences and expressions to help you navigate many different situations. However, it is still very important to know the basics of grammar. Understanding the mechanics of the sentences and phrases presented here will make them that much more meaningful for you and can certainly help you to understand better when people are speaking to you!

Verbs and Conjugation

The following sections will help you to formulate basic sentences and questions. You’ve already learned about articles and nouns. Verbs form the foundation of any language. Here you will learn the basics about the simple present tense and simple past tense.

Verbs in the Present Tense 

Most all Italian verbs fall into one of three categories— first conjugation verbs, second conjugation verbs, and third conjugation verbs. In order to determine in which category a particular verb belongs, we must look at the infinitive form of the verb. The infinitive is the unconjugated form of the verb (to run, to eat, etc.). First conjugation verbs end in –are; second conjugation verbs end in –ere; and third conjugation verbs end in –ire. Some examples follow:

–are verbs (first conjugation) 









	affittare 
	ahf-feet-TAHR-ray 
	to rent



	guidare 
	gwee-DAH-ray 
	to drive



	parlare 
	pahr-LAH-ray 
	to speak





–ere verbs (second conjugation) 









	vedere 
	veh-DEH-ray 
	to see



	ripetere 
	ree-PEH-teh-ray 
	to repeat



	leggere 
	LEHJ-jeh-ray 
	to read





–ire verbs (third conjugation) 









	dormire 
	door-MEE-ray 
	to sleep



	partire 
	pahr-TEE-ray 
	to leave



	capire 
	cah-PEE-ray 
	to understand






    The first step in conjugating a verb is to identify the subject—I, you, he, Marco, John and I, etc. With the correct subject pronoun, you can correctly conjugate the verb.

Subject Pronouns 

The subject pronouns (also referred to as personal pronouns) are used to indicate the subject of a verb.

[image: 5]




The next step is to conjugate the verb so that it is in the same person as the subject.

–Are Verbs in the Present Tense 

Almost all –are verbs are regular—that is, they follow a pattern of conjugation. Once you learn this pattern, conjugating most –are verbs is easy! To conjugate the first conjugation verbs in the present tense, remove the –are ending and replace it with a different ending for each subject: 










	Singular 
	Plural



	
io parlo (I speak) 
	
noi parliamo (we speak)



	ee-oh PAHR-loh 
	noy pahr-lee-AHM-oh



	
tu parli (you speak) 
	
voi parlate (you speak)



	too PAHR-lee 
	voy pahr-LAH-tay



	
lui parla (he speaks) 
	
loro parlano (they speak)



	loo-ee PAHR-lah 
	law-roh PAHR-lah-noh



	
lei parla (she speaks)
	 



	lay PAHR-lah
	 



	
Lei parla (you [formal] 
	Loro parlano (you [formal] 



	speak)
	speak)



	lay PAHR-lah 
	law-roh PAHR-lah-noh








The present tense in Italian can carry different meanings in English, depending on the context:



Io parlo italiano can mean “I speak Italian,” “I am speaking Italian,” or “I do speak Italian.”

Io non parlo italiano can mean “I don’t speak Italian” or “I am not speaking Italian.”



The present tense in Italian can also be used to express an action that will take place in the future:



Stasera guardo la televisione.

I will watch TV this evening.

–Ere and –ire Verbs in the Present Tense 

Second and third conjugation verbs are verbs whose infinitive forms end in –ere and –ire, respectively. You will notice from the conjugations below that –ere and –ire verbs differ from each other only in the voi forms.
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The Verbs Essere and Avere 

Essere (to be) and avere (to have) are two of the most common verbs, but they both require irregular conjugations. 

Essere: To Be 

The verb essere (to be) is one of the most commonly used verbs in Italian. It is important to learn this verb inside and out, as you will hear it in almost every conversation you have!

In the present tense, it is conjugated as follows:



[image: 9781598697568_0037_001]

It is common, but not required, to omit the subject pronoun in both spoken and written Italian:



I am American.

Io sono americano.

ee-oh SOH-noh ah-meh-ree-CAH-noh



I am American.

Sono americano.



Essere can be used to indicate provenance when followed by the preposition di + a place name:



We are from Philadelphia.

Siamo di Philadelphia.

see-YAH-moh dee fill-ah-DEHL-fee-yah 



To find out where someone is from, ask the question:



Di dove sei? (informal) 

dee DOH-veh say?



Di dov’è? (formal) 

dee doh-VEH?



Essere can be used to indicate possession when followed by the preposition di + a noun or a proper name:



It’s my wife’s suitcase.

È la valigia di mia moglie.

eh lah vah-LEE-jah dee mee-ah MOHL-yay 



It’s Paul’s.

È di Paul. eh dee Paul 



To find out to whom something belongs, ask the question:



Whose is it?

Di chi è? dee key eh 



Whose are they?

Di chi sono? dee key SOH-noh 

Avere: To Have 

The verb avere (to have) is a commonly used verb in Italian. It is conjugated in the present tense as follows:
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Do you have cousins in Florida?

Hai cugini in Florida?

eye koo-JEE-nee een FLOH-ree-dah 



I have two cousins in Florida.

Ho due cugini in Florida.

oh doo-ay koo-JEE-nee een FLOH-ree-dah 

The Past Tense

In order to form the passato prossimo, it is important to have mastered the auxiliary verbs avere and essere. The second component of the passato prossimo conjugations is the past participle. In Italian the past participle is formed by replacing the –are, –ere, –ire of the infinitive with –ato, –uto, –ito, respectively.
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In Italian the passato prossimo is also a compound tense that is made up of two parts: an auxiliary verb (either avere or essere) and the past participle of the verb. The passato prossimo can have a few different meanings: Io ho viaggiato in Italia could translate as “I have traveled to Italy,” “I traveled to Italy,” or “I did travel to Italy,” depending on the context.








	Infinitive 
	Past Participle



	mangiare 
	mangiato



	mahn-JAH-ray 
	mahn-JAH-toh



	vedere 
	veduto



	veh-DEH-ray 
	ved-DOO-toh



	partire 
	partito



	pahr-TEE-ray 
	pahr-TEE-toh








For most Italian verbs (including transitive verbs— those that can take a direct object), the passato prossimo is formed with the auxiliary verb avere plus the past participle of the main verb. The auxiliary verb essere is used with most intransitive verbs (verbs that cannot take a direct object). When the auxiliary verb essere is used, the last letter of the past participle must agree in number and in gender with the subject of the verb.

The Past Tense of the Verb Vedere (to see) 








	ho veduto 
	I saw; I have seen 



	oh veh-DOO-toh
	 



	hai veduto 
	you saw; you have seen 



	eye veh-DOO-toh
	 



	ha veduto 
	he/she saw; has seen 



	ah veh-DOO-toh
	 



	abbiamo veduto 
	we saw; we have seen 



	ahb-bee-YAH-moh veh-DOO-toh
	 



	avete veduto 
	you saw; you have seen 



	ah-VEH-tay veh-DOO-toh
	 



	hanno veduto 
	they saw; they have seen



	AHN-noh veh-DOO-toh
	 








Some examples of the past tense using essere:



The girls have left.

Le ragazze sono partite.

leh rah-GAHTS-seh SOH-noh pahr-TEE-teh



The boys arrived late.

I ragazzi sono arrivati in ritardo.

ee rah-GAHTS-see SOH-noh ahr-ree-VAH-tee een ree-TAHR-doh 



The children went to the museum.

I bambini sono andati al museo.

ee bahm-BEE-nee SOH-noh ahn-DAH-tee ahl moo-ZAY-oh 

Forming a Sentence

Developing your communication skills will require an understanding of basic sentence structure in Italian. Bear in mind that the following guidelines are not carved in stone; you will hear many variations in sentence structure based on context. These basic rules will help get you started.



1. Affirmative statement: Paolo mangia la pizza. (POWH-loh MAHN-jah lah PEETS-ah) 

2. Negative statement: Paolo non mangia la pizza. (POWH-loh nohn MAHN-jah lah PEETS-ah)

3. Question: Paolo mangia la pizza? (POWH-loh MAHN-jah lah PEETS-ah?)



The basic structure of an affirmative statement in Italian is subject+verb+object. Making sentences negative in Italian is as easy as placing the word non in front of the conjugated verb.



Paul and Virginia are not from Boston.

Paul e Virginia non sono di Boston.

Paul eh Virginia nohn SOH-noh dee Boston 



There are some two-part negative adverbs:



non . . . ancora          not yet
nohn ahn-KOH-rah
non . . . mai               never
nohn meye
non . . . più                no longer



nohn pyou 

I’ve never traveled by train.

Non ho mai viaggiato in treno.

nohn oh meye vee-yah-JAH-toh een tray-noh 



I am no longer working.

Non lavoro più. nohn lah-VOH-roh PYOU



Asking a question in Italian is as easy as raising the pitch of your voice at the end of any sentence:



Are you American?

Tu sei americano? too say ah-meh-ree-KAH-noh 

Adjectives

An adjective is a word that describes or modifies a noun (an interesting book, an American businessman). In English, all adjectives come before the noun that they describe. This is not the case in Italian. In Italian, most adjectives follow the noun that they modify, but there is a category of commonly used adjectives that precede the nouns. Also, remember that, as we learned in Chapter 1, nouns have a number (singular or plural) and a gender (masculine or feminine). Italian adjectives must agree in gender and number with the nouns that they modify. That is, if a noun is masculine plural (fratelli [brothers], for example), the adjective that modifies it must be masculine and plural as well (fratelli maggiori [older brothers]). This means that there can be up to four forms of each adjective: masculine singular, feminine singular, masculine plural, and feminine plural.

Possessive, Demonstrative, and Interrogative Adjectives 

Possessive, demonstrative, and interrogative adjectives all precede the nouns they modify.

• Possessive adjectives: il mio, il tuo, il suo, etc.

 • Demonstrative adjectives: questo (this) questi (these), etc.

 • Interrogative adjectives: quale (which)

Adjectives That Precede the Noun 

Almost all adjectives follow the noun that they modify, but there are exceptions to that rule. The following is a group of commonly used adjectives that precede the noun they modify.











	Italian adjective 
	 
	English equivalent



	altro 
	AHL-troh 
	other



	bello 
	BEHL-loh 
	beautiful



	bravo 
	BRAH-voh 
	good, able



	brutto 
	BROOT-toh 
	ugly



	buono 
	bwoo-OH-noh 
	good



	caro 
	KAH-roh 
	dear; expensive



	cattivo 
	kaht-TEE-voh 
	bad



	giovane 
	JOH-vah-nay 
	young



	grande 
	GRAHN-day 
	large; great



	lungo 
	LOON-goh 
	long



	nuovo 
	NWOH-voh 
	new



	piccolo 
	PEEK-koh-loh 
	small, little



	stesso 
	stehss-soh 
	same



	vecchio 
	VEHK-kee-yo 
	old



	vero 
	VEH-roh 
	true








When the adjective ends in –e, there is no difference between the masculine and feminine forms: un ragazzo intelligente, una ragazza intelligente.
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In some cases, an adjective can come either before or after the noun it modifies. In these cases the meaning of the adjective carries a subtle change in meaning. For example, un vecchio amico = an old friend (a friend I’ve known for a while), but un amico vecchio = an old friend (a friend who is elderly).

Some Useful Adjectives for Describing Yourself 

Almost all adjectives follow the noun that they modify. The following is a group of commonly used adjectives that follow this rule:











	Italian adjective 
	 
	English equivalent



	biondo 
	BYOHN-doh 
	blonde



	bruno 
	BROO-noh 
	dark-haired



	alto 
	AHL-toh 
	tall



	basso 
	BAHSS-soh 
	short



	snello 
	SNEHL-loh 
	slender



	grasso 
	GRAHSS-soh 
	fat



	giovane 
	JOH-vah-nay 
	young



	vecchio 
	VEHK-kee-yo 
	old



	brutto 
	BROO-toh 
	ugly



	ricco 
	REEK-koh 
	rich



	povero 
	POH-veh-roh 
	poor



	buono 
	bwoo-OH-noh 
	good



	cattivo 
	kaht-TEE-voh 
	bad



	intelligente
	een-tehl-lee-JEHN-tay
	intelligent



	stupido 
	STOO-pee-doh 
	stupid



	pigro 
	PEE-groh 
	lazy



	simpatico 
	seem-PAH-tee-koh 
	kind



	antipatico 
	ahn-tee-PAH-tee-koh
	unpleasant



	generoso 
	jehn-ehr-OHS-oh 
	generous



	avaro 
	ah-VAH-roh 
	greedy



	noioso 
	noy-OHS-oh 
	boring



	felice 
	feh-LEE-cheh 
	happy



	triste 
	TREESS-teh 
	sad





Adverbs

An adverb is a word that is used to modify a verb, an adjective, or an adverb. Adverbs are invariable; that is, they have only one form. Adverbs are used in a sentence to indicate manner, time, place, cause, or degree and to answer questions such as how, when, where, or how much. The placement of the adverb in Italian can be tricky, but the general rule states that when an adjective is modifying a verb, it should be placed after the verb: Mangio volentieri in quel ristorante. (I will gladly eat in that restaurant.) When the adverb modifies an adjective, it is placed in front of that adjective: Maria è molto coraggiosa. (Maria is very courageous.) 

Prepositions

A preposition is a word that generally precedes a noun or pronoun and links it to another word in the sentence. Prepositions can have a variety of functions in a sentence:

• Direction: He’s going to the store.

• Location: It’s in the cabinet.

• Time: She arrived after the game ended.

• Possession: the United States America

Here are some common Italian prepositions:











	di (d') 
	dee 
	of, from



	a 
	ah 
	at, to, in



	da 
	dah 
	from, by



	in 
	een 
	in



	con 
	kohn 
	with



	su 
	soo 
	on



	per 
	pehr 
	for



	tra, fra 
	trah, frah 
	between



	verso 
	VEHR-soh 
	toward



	tranne 
	TRAHN-neh 
	except



	senza 
	SEHNZ-ah 
	without



	sotto 
	SOHT-toh 
	under 



	oltre 
	OHL-treh 
	beside 



	sopra 
	SOH-prah 
	above 



	dietro 
	dee-AY-troh 
	behind 



	prima 
	PREE-mah 
	before



	davanti 
	dah-VAHN-tee 
	in front 
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The prespositions fra and tra both mean between or among, and they can be used interchangeably. Depending on where you are in Italy, you may hear one over the other, but they are both universally known and accepted as correct.

Articulated Prepositions 

The prepositions a, da, di, in, and su, when used with a definite article, combine with the definite article to form one word. These are often referred to as prepositional articles, contractions, or articulated prepositions.



OEBPS/images/9781598697568_0017_002.jpg
SR
Pronundation
ilnga
cappa
doppia
ies

ipsilon

AENE———
Pronundation
asjinjoy
askin key

aswin whiskey.
asxinextra
P ey

[o——
Joly

hioi

whiskey
miver

yoguit





OEBPS/images/9781598697568_0037_001.jpg
—
iosono  lam
ee-oh SOHnoh.
el you Gnformal)
toosay  are
uie heis
loo-ce ch
rei2 she ks
laych
Lei¢  you formal)
layeh are

R
noy seeYAHmoh

voi siete you Gnformal)
voy seaYEHieh are

toro sono they are.
LAW-roh soh-noh

Lomsono you (formal) are
LAW-roh soh-
ek





OEBPS/images/9781598697568_0019_001.jpg
Y. AEEReN  CUNUERGE BN,
alMEEkoh  mahn-AH-ray kahetoh-  vohbEH-ray
1EE-nah





OEBPS/images/9781598697568_0036_001.jpg
SCREEvehray.
e.oh SCREE-
voh

L serioi

100 SCREE vee

luiscrive
100-66 SCREE-
veh

Leiscrice

lay SCREE-veh

to write.

noi scriviamo
noy scree-vee-
Attmoh

voi srivete
voy scree
VEHtay

loro scrivono
lawroh
SCREE.voh
noh

Loro scrivono

laweroh
SCREEvoh
noh

dormire
doorMEEray
io dormo
<e0h DOOR
moh
twdormi

100 DOOR:
lui dorme
loo-ee DOOR.
meh

Lei dorme

lay DOORmeh

Lo scrive
lav SCREE-veh

tosleep

noi domiamo
noy doormee-
AHmoh

voi dormite
voy door

MEE tay

lom dormono.
laveroh DOOR
mohnoh

Loro
dormono
laye10h DOOR-
mohnoh

et dorme
|av DOOR-meh





OEBPS/images/2.jpg





OEBPS/images/4.jpg
ASSL .. BN SRR

Leters) representaion. Pronundation Ecamplein alian
A ahh  asinfar alta
B b asinboy bello
c hi aschinchildien when  Cing, Gucel
followed by e or
k  askinkeepwhen chi, bruschetta
followed by he or hi
K askecinkeepwhen s scopo,
followed by . o.or i scuba
k  askeeinkeepwhen  criminale
followed by a consonant
sh asshinshe when sceta,sci

preceded by s and
followed by fore

D 4 asinDavid dormo
£ e asinell elefant:
F £ asinfather fare
G i asjin gemor jeep gelato, giormo
when followed by e or
& asgingowhen spagheti
followed by heor i paghi
g asgingowhen ‘sastonomia,
followed by @, o,0ru lago, Gucci
W asliinmilionwhen figlo, aglo,
followed by / famizlia
ni asniinonionwhen  gnocch
followed by n ogauno,
sigrore
H  abways silent spaghetti hoto! hanno
1 ee  asinmeet halia
L | as fin love Lucca
M m asminmest Marco
N n asninnice Napoli
o o asoinloan Como.
P b aspinPer pizza
Q @ asauinauick auesto
R r asrinladder raro
s sz asinhosewhenitis  casa
between two vowels
stz asinhasewhenit sbadiglio,
beginsaword and s smettere
immediately followed by
bodg L ore
s asinskyebewhers  sasso, sentiw
T t astintime teatro
u oo asooincool uno
v v asvinvietry vittoria
z s astzinpretel

ds  asdsinlads





OEBPS/images/9781598697568_0039_001.jpg
S
ioho
ccohoh
tuhai

oo eye
ika
loo-ce ah
Leiha
layah

Leiha
oo

i

Ihave noiabbiamo we have
noy ahb-beeYAHmoh
You Ginformal) voi avete you (informal)
have voi shVEHay have
he has loohanno they have
LAW-roh AHN-noh
shehas
you (formal)
you (formal) Lo hanno  have
- LAW-roh AHN-noh





OEBPS/images/9781598697568_0019_002.jpg
s B il HEER. oot
co-ncevehr  pehrKAY  vehn-ehrDEE  veerTOO
conTAH





OEBPS/images/5.jpg
b ol

i, lei
loo-ce, lay
Lei
lay

1
you Ginformal)
he,she.

you (formal)

Ll

loro
lawroh
Loro

Jawroh

you (informal)
they.

you (formal)





OEBPS/images/6.jpg





OEBPS/images/1.jpg





OEBPS/images/3.jpg
Aadams

‘Avon. Massachusetts





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
WERYTHING

ITALIAN
PHRASE

BOOK

A quick refresher
for any situation

Ronald Glenn Wrigley, M.A.





