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HOW TO READ THIS BOOK

What you’re reading right now is the main body text of The Canadaland Guide to Canada. Despite the swears and made-up words like “bonerish,” the stuff over here is real, so far as we can tell. We looked it up. I mean, we didn’t call up the people involved or dig up old diaries from tombs or anything. But we didn’t just copy and paste it from Wikipedia, either. We got it mostly from books and old newspaper articles. Look, maybe there’s a mistake in here, who knows? But the idea is that this stuff is real.

The blue stuff over here in italics is silly nonsense.


QUOTESQUARE

“Yes, the person quoted in these boxes actually said or wrote this stuff. In this case, it was me, Nick.” —Nick Zarzycki
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INTRODUCTION
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CANADA: A BEIGE NATION

Quick—picture Canada.

Not the forest. The tiny strip along the bottom where people live. The cities. Think about what they look like.

Now, consider Canadians. Think about their clothes. Try to remember what their accents sound like.

Coming up empty? Is everything “Canada” blurring together into a shapeless, beige haze?

That’s exactly what we’re going for. Normalcy is the gold standard in Canada. Our aspirations are generic. We aim to pass. If you can’t distinguish Vancouver from Seattle or Toronto from Frankfurt, we’re thrilled.

The only thing that would give us more pleasure would be if you considered us to be just like you, but a little better.

Not in a flashy way. We’re not talking about better looking, or smarter, or richer, or more skilled. Just . . . a little cleaner. A little nicer. Feel free to cite us as an example of how your progressive politics aren’t so crazy after all. Diversity! Gun control! Free health care! Abortions! No big deal up in Canada, right?

We share a border with America. When your next-door neighbor is a billionaire crackhead porn star with a machine gun, you can get away with all kinds of shit and nobody will ever notice.

You can dig up the world’s dirtiest oil and be known as environmentalists! You can sell billions of dollars of weapons to murderous tyrants and be known as peacekeepers! You can deprive Indigenous people of clean drinking water and be known as multiculturalists!

In reality, Canadians don’t say “eh” or call each other “hoser” or eat more donuts than Americans (we do eat a shit-ton of donuts, though). We are more polite, but we are far less kind. We’ll choose peace and order over freedom any day of the week.

We enjoy our benign stereotype as much as anyone. Probably more so, since we’re the ones who created it. But it’s time we grew up and told the truth.

Sorry!
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Macdonald was still 30 percent less drunk and racist than everyone else in the country at the time.

OUR DRUNK, RACIST DAD

No man is more credited with the birth of our nation than our first prime minister, Sir John A. Macdonald. He united four British colonies into a single dominion and built an epic railway to connect them. He did all this while drunkenly extolling the virtues of the Aryan race, binge drinking his way through federal elections, puking during speeches, intentionally starving “Indians,” and setting himself on fire.

Macdonald loved Canada, but like most people, he loved alcohol more.

TIMELINE OF DRUNKENNESS
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1822

A psychotic babysitter forces seven-year-old Macdonald and his five-year-old brother to guzzle gin, then kills his brother with a cane.

1866

Macdonald travels to London to lobby Queen Victoria for Canadian sovereignty. He nearly burns himself to death in his hotel room when he passes out near a lit candle, probably while hammered.

1866

Canada is invaded by veterans of the American Civil War. Macdonald, leader of the colony’s militia, spends the entire attack fabulously drunk in his office.

1872

Macdonald spends the entire federal election “more or less under the influence of wine.” Wins a majority government.

1872

In a drunken stupor, Macdonald writes a desperate plea for bribe money to railway contractors. “I must have another ten thousand,” he begs. “Do not fail me; answer today.”

1883

Macdonald secures the “Intoxicating Liquors Bill,” giving the government Al Capone-level control of liquor distribution in Canada, which it holds to this day.




ACHIEVEMENTS


FEMINIST

Macdonald introduced a progressive bill to extend voting rights to unmarried, propertied women—the best kind of women. When members of the House protested, he quickly edited the bill to remove the votes-for-women bit.

Macdonald likely introduced the bill on a dare.

MODEL RAILWAY HOBBYIST

Macdonald worked tirelessly to build a full-scale model of the Canadian Pacific Railway connecting Vancouver to Montréal.

INDIAN AFFAIRS MINISTER

Macdonald passed the Indian Act, set up the residential schools system and bragged about keeping tribes “on the verge of actual starvation” by killing their buffalo, so that he could hustle them away from his railway (“verge” shmerge, many were in fact starved to death). Also, he had Métis hero Louis Riel hanged.


INFOBOX

Sir John A. Macdonald’s name is included, for unclear reasons, in a historical database of British slave owners.
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The Queen refers to all her Canadian subjects as “sweetie.”

OUR ESTRANGED, INFIRM BRITISH MOTHER

Canada’s head of state is an old British lady named Elizabeth who has never lived in Canada, enjoys the company of dogs and horses, and derives all her power directly from the will of God. She lives in a palace in London, is commander-in-chief of Australia’s military, and runs the Church of England. Canadians who care about the monarchy simply relish the thought of submitting themselves to a powerful British mother figure. She exists mainly to comfort Canadians who miss colonialism.

Dogs and horses report that the feeling is mutual.


INFOBOX

Canada is the only European monarchy visible from the moon.




A GUIDE TO INTERACTING WITH CANADA’S HEAD OF STATE


NO TOUCHING

When Elizabeth first visited Canada in 1951, members of the press were forbidden to approach “within a distance of fifteen feet” and from speaking to her unless first addressed by her. Royal protocol strongly discourages any touching. When Canadian cyclist Louis Garneau put his hand around the Queen’s shoulder for a photograph in 2002, it made national headlines in the UK.

To be fair, no Canadian has ever been interested in touching the Queen either.

IF YOU STARTLE HER, YOU’LL GO TO JAIL

The Canadian Criminal Code explicitly forbids committing an act with an intent to “alarm Her Majesty.” The offense is punishable by a prison term of up to two years.

Things that alarm the Queen: the lower orders, Prince Charles.

KILL ANYONE ELSE, JUST NOT HER MAJESTY

Conspiring to kill the Canadian prime minister is not considered treason according to the Criminal Code of Canada. It is treason only if you conspire against the Queen.

THE QUEEN’S VARIOUS ROLES

MASCOT/GOOD LUCK CHARM

The Canadian government gets very defensive when describing the Queen. “We do not swear allegiance to a piece of cloth (office), a document (a constitution) or a political entity. Rather we swear allegiance to a person who embodies . . . our collective values as a people.”


WARRIOR FOR JESUS


The Queen is an extremely vocal Christian. In 2000, she said that “the teachings of Christ and my own personal accountability before God provide a framework in which I try to lead my life.” She is Supreme Governor of the Church of England and her official title in Canada is “Defender of the Faith.” No one has been able to explain how this is compatible with Canada’s system of secular democracy (probably because it isn’t).

CABBAGE

People close to Elizabeth reportedly call her “cabbage.” She is also apparently “addicted” to Nintendo Wii, and was sent a custom gold-plated console by Nintendo. Favorite game: Wii Bowling.

Other likely favorite games include: Need for Speed VII: Equestrian; Call of Duty: Boer War; Wii Normal Person Chore Simulator.
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MONARCHISTS

A small minority of Canadians want Canada to have the monarchy forever. Monarchists dearly miss the good old days of colonialism, stage protests whenever someone wants to remove the Queen’s face from a stamp, and subscribe to Hello! Canada, a Canadian magazine weirdly fixated on the lives of minor members of the British royal family.

Monarchists are not idiots. There is no better place in the world than Canada to watch otherwise reasonable people prostrate themselves before a bunch of inbred European pricks. Margaret Atwood once admitted on Twitter that she is a monarchist. In 2009, prominent Canadian newspaper columnist Andrew Coyne argued that Canada should make Prince Harry the country’s head of state.

Okay, maybe they are idiots just a little bit.
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He almost wore the same hat, which would have been awkward.

GETTING RID OF THE QUEEN

Few people care about whether Canada has a monarchy or not, least of all Canada’s politicians. When asked whether he was considering abolition of the monarchy in 1998, Prime Minister Jean Chrétien said that he “already had enough trouble on [his] hands with the separatists of Québec.” Pierre Trudeau: “I wouldn’t lift a finger to get rid of the monarchy.” Former Governor General Ed Schreyer said that “on a list of 100 things that need fixing, the monarchy ranks 101st.”


INFOBOX

The Canadian Criminal Code stipulates that a judge, mayor, sheriff, or prison warden, upon being informed of a riot, must go to the riot and proclaim:

“Her Majesty the Queen charges and commands all persons being assembled immediately to disperse and peaceably to depart to their habitations or to their lawful business on the pain of being guilty of an offence for which, on conviction, they may be sentenced to imprisonment for life. GOD SAVE THE QUEEN.”



This is the speech that finally ended the 2011 Vancouver riots.
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These people are all promising an old British woman that they will do anything she or her shitty children tell them to do.

SO YOU WANT TO MOVE TO CANADA!

Fed up with your own democracy or war-torn hellhole and ready to make good on your threat to move to Canada? Why not load up the minivan and get waved through the border by smiling Mounties? After that, it’s a free colonoscopy or two before starting a new life in Dildo, Newfoundland. But not so fast! Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada wants to ensure that if you emigrate to Canada the process will be as annoying and invasive as possible.


INFOBOX

Canadian Oath of Citizenship: “I swear (or affirm) that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, Queen of Canada, Her Heirs and Successors, and that I will faithfully observe the laws of Canada and fulfil my duties as a Canadian citizen.”
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An ad for Halifax’s Immigration Settlement and Integration Services, since renamed the Departmental Agency of Emigrant Settlement and Hospitality.

HOW TO BECOME A CANADIAN CITIZEN

A SIMPLE GUIDE (TO HOW DIFFICULT IT WILL BE)

1. Canada lets in around 680 immigrants daily (248,000 per year). Each has to first apply to become a permanent resident through one of several streams: family, economic, refugee, pouty American, etc.

2. Each stream has its own requirements, but the important thing to remember is that after months spent filling out forms, conducting interviews, getting physicals, and paying thousands of dollars in fees, you probably will still be arbitrarily rejected.

3. If you like unemployment, try the Federal Skilled Workers, Federal Skilled Trades, or Canada Experience Class programs. If you’re useful (an engineer or a doctor), you might have a chance. Once you’re in our glorious country, your credentials are no good, but you can join the ranks of taxi drivers who are qualified but not allowed to build dams or reattach retinas.

The ideal Canadian citizen is someone who will cheerfully put up with years of bureaucratic probing and thousands of pages of forms without complaining.

4. If you thought your minimalist graphic design style and love of Montréal indie rock would get you in, you are shit out of luck. The easiest way in is to get a job here and prove to the government that no Canadian is qualified to fill it. If your chosen profession is “bitterly underemployed cartoonist/drone-rock loopmaker,” we are full up.

This is all slightly easier if you’re fleeing genocide or something.

5. Sucker a Canadian into marrying you and apply for Spouse or Common Law Partner in Canada status. This lets you bypass the job requirement part, provided you can prove your love to the government. “Love” means sending government officials hundreds of pages of personal documents and photos to prove your romance is true. After filling out a stack of forms, you will be prodded by an Immigration Canada–approved doctor who will determine if you are medically capable of being loved. This costs only $200.

6. While you wait for your permanent residency to be processed, you can’t work, so please arrive wealthy. You will need to prove your proficiency in both official languages. Expected wait time: 4 to 110+ months.

A wealthy person? Oh, hello, wealthy person! Yes, please come right this way. No, no, forget about those stupid forms. What’s that behind your ear? Why, look, it’s your Canadian citizenship certificate!

7. After somewhere between six months and eight years, you will receive a letter from the Canadian government saying that you will soon get another letter saying whether you were accepted.

8. Four to six weeks later, a letter will inform you that you have achieved permanent residency! (Or not.) Congratulations! Now, it’s only five more years of waiting until you can apply to be a citizen, at which point you have to do the whole process over again.


THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PERMANENT RESIDENCY AND CITIZENSHIP




	Permanent Residency

	Citizenship




	You must reside within the country for at least two years within a five-year period.

	Travel, move somewhere else, burn a flag. Who cares?




	You can’t vote! So don’t.

	You can vote! But won’t.




	Your PR card must be renewed every five years.

	You can get a Canadian passport! Your movements will now be tracked by an RFID chip and reported to partner countries, like the one you have fled.




	You can be deported if you do something that freaks out the Canadian government, like conspire to commit terrorist acts or deface statues of Ted Rogers.

	Under Bill C-24, you can be stripped of your citizenship without trial. After heavily criticizing the bill as a candidate, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau revoked more Canadian passports than his predecessor, who introduced the bill.
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For a shameful period in the early twentieth century, Canada restricted Asian immigration with the Chinese head tax, the Korean torso tax, and the Japanese neck tax.

TRICKING PEOPLE INTO MOVING HERE

Canada has not always been a destination country. For most of its history, the only way to convince anyone to move here was by lying to them about how great Canada is.

“Everything will be better in Winnipeg,” said a surprising number of people.

LIES WE’VE TOLD IMMIGRANTS

IT’S NOT COLD, IT’S INVIGORATING

Before photography and the Internet, official immigration material was forbidden from mentioning the weather. The word “snow” was never used. “Cold” was replaced with words like “invigorating” and “bracing.” Canada’s climate was referred to as “the healthiest in the world.”

Nineteeth-century immigration officials were instructed to laugh and change the subject whenever newcomers asked why the prairies were so empty.


EVERYONE TOTALLY WANTS TO LIVE HERE


Over half the original British colonists who came to Canada in the nineteenth century left for the United States within a few decades. In the early twentieth century, Ukrainian immigrants in Alberta would spend the first day on their new homesteads crying. Others reportedly shot themselves. For decades, migration away from Canada was just as high as immigration.
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This Swedish settler hanged herself eight hours after posing for this advertisement.

THIS IS A UNIFORMLY DESIRABLE PLACE TO LIVE

After World War II, thousands of imported German POWs in Canada (many of them teenagers) said they wanted to stay here. Searching for opportunity, they took trains to nearly empty northern prairie towns where no one would ask what they’d been doing before 1945.

Immigrants were also lured with unrealistically cheery settlement names. Saskatchewan still has eighteen towns and incorporated areas named Constant Oral.

IF YOU MOVE HERE, YOU WON’T WANT TO KILL YOURSELF

Immigrant groups have their own sayings about how much they regret moving to Canada. Russians: “The mosquitoes suck more Russian blood than the landlords ever did in the old country.” Italians: “I was told the roads here would be paved in gold. It turned out the roads weren’t even paved and that I was expected to pave them.” Poles: “I was told that Canada smelled of tree sap. But really it smells of hard labor.”


WELCOME TO CANADA! (YOU GOT PLAYED)


In the early nineteenth century, Britain coaxed hundreds of thousands of people into moving to Canada with promises of rustic log cabin living, growing their own food, and no taxes. British immigrants quickly realized they’d been had. Building a log cabin wasn’t nearly as easy as everyone thought, and most new immigrants became disenchanted with the New World. Susanna Moodie, one of Canada’s first-known travel writers and best-known complainers, famously said that “the longer you remain in Canada, the less you like it.” Many early immigrants eventually moved to the States.

How hard is your life if building a log cabin is easy?
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To this day, Canada continues its proud tradition of deception. Our universities and colleges spend millions convincing high school kids from all over the world to come to Canada for a world-class post-secondary education. Once they get here, these foreign students learn they’re attending professional colleges with no student housing, exorbitant international tuition rates, and lecture halls packed to capacity.

Fortunately, most students immediately become too high to notice.

Workers from countries like Mexico and the Philippines are promised gainful employment and a path to permanent residence through initiatives such as the Temporary Foreign Worker Program and the Seasonal Agricultural Worker Program. When workers arrive here, they often find sub-minimum-wage work, zero social safety net, no protection from abusive employers, and Tim Hortons customers who throw tantrums if their bagels aren’t toasted in a very specific way.

Due to an immigration policy that functioned on the same rules as sitcom casting, every rural Canadian town was given precisely one Chinese family in the 1950s.


WE EVEN LIED TO RICH WHITE PEOPLE


No one is safe from Canadian tourism spin, not even wealthy literate Americans. Over the last seventy years, Canada has placed hundreds of ads in the New Yorker trying to convince the magazine’s readers that Canada is a welcoming, highly advanced country. Here are some excerpts:

[image: Images] You will enjoy every day of exhilarating sunshine.”

—June 1, 1935

[image: Images] Come for a weekend or come for a month. Come whichever way suits you best—by road, air or rail. Whatever kind of vacation you want, at whatever price.”

—February 14, 1977

Just come. Please. It’ll be good, we swear.

[image: Images] Smile, you’re in Canada. Enjoy the out-of-doors and gape at one of the true wonders of the world. Squeal as snow goes down your back because laughter is in our nature.”

—January 14, 2002

Also in our nature: hypothermia, death from frostbite, bears.

[image: Images] Imagine yourself standing in a place where no human sound touches your ear, the leafless trees allow you to gaze farther than you thought possible and, for miles, the only neighbors you find are sporting feathers and fur. If you feel goosebumps riding up your arms, don’t worry, it’s natural.”
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