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Preface


Growing up and spending time with my grandmother, I remember the many stories she would tell my siblings and me about the lantern witch that ate misbehaving children around the village. I remember her describing her long stringy black hair, sharp dirty nails, and distinctive shrill laugh. This was actually just a ploy to frighten disobedient children to behave. Even as I grew up knowing the story was untrue, I still can’t help but think of my grandmother’s witch stories when I see someone with long black hair or hear a sharp cackle when someone laughs.


When I was approached with the opportunity to put together The Witch’s Cookbook, memories of sitting in my grandmother’s living room watching reruns of Bewitched together and growing up obsessed with the Harry Potter series came to mind. To have the opportunity to create recipes from stories I love or from ones that once frightened me wasn’t something I could pass up. Better yet, this was a chance to delve into new stories I have yet to discover.


The depictions of witches vary in the collection of stories by which these recipes are inspired. The modern-day witches we see in The Vampire Diaries and Charmed are contemporary and often relatable. It’s quite a contrast when we think about the witches we see in Hocus Pocus and Wicked with their big black pointy hats and cloaks. Regardless of the story or portrayal of witches we are being told, the common thread connecting them is that they’re all forces of nature. Headstrong, unbending, and powerful, they are the most wonderfully complex characters in the most fascinating and beautiful ways.


Through this cookbook, you’ll conjure the most delectable and memorable recipes right from the sacred kitchen of your own home. In the first chapter, you’ll find wickedly delicious breakfasts to start your day and work into the next section with smaller plates and bites to fill you until dinner. Later, you’ll find dishes large enough to feed a coven of any size. Finally, finish the day off with a decadent dessert and drink. Most recipes are flexible for you to use what you have on hand or with whatever herbs and vegetables may be growing in your garden.


Together we will sail to Circe’s island of Aiaia, board a train to Hogwarts, and explore the wilderness of Northern Russia with Vasya. With many more amazing stories to explore in between, we uncover and learn each witchy character through the experience of cooking, eating, and sharing the stories that accompany them. Recreate the recipes that capture the spirit of our favorite magical tales that filled our books and flew across our screens.
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Rise with the sun with these bewitching recipes. Draw power from these magical dishes to fuel your day and charge your powers.
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Special dishes to lure and seduce the most desirable guests to your home and dinner table.
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Bewitching Breakfasts and Beginnings


MARTHE’S GOLDEN OMELET


French omelet with herbs, toast, and tea


CALCIFER’S BREAKFAST


eggs, bacon, and toast


PRISON WORLD PANCAKES


pancakes, blueberries, and bourbon maple syrup


BREAKFAST DINNER FOR THE HARTS


crispy potatoes, eggs, and sausages


COLD-BLOODED JELLY DONUTS


“let’s have a jelly in the mix”


PIPER’S PERFECT BIRTHDAY BREAKFAST


eggs benedict, asparagus, and fresh fruit


SARAH’S FAMOUS EGGS


eggs topped with onions, mushrooms, and cheese


PROPER ENGLISH FRY-UP


full English breakfast


CHIHIRO’S ONIGIRI


seasoned rice, tuna, seaweed


A TASTE OF HOME BEIGNETS


“lumpy-looking sugar coated pastries”


A MUSHROOM OMELET BY VALERIE


wild mushrooms, eggs, and chive blossoms


FRIED BUTTER-CAKES OF SERPUKHOV


syrniki pancakes, powdered sugar, and fruit


THE BOUNTY HUNTERS’ OMELET


potato and egg omelet


ARTHUR DUNCAN’S BROSE


Scottish oats, honey, and milk


OFFICER HALLET’S FLYING PANCAKES


saguaro cactus pancakes with banishing syrup


Snacks, Starters, and Séances


ROAD TO THE CROWN PRINCE BOULES


turmeric and honey bread


CIRCE’S CHEESE AND FRUIT BOARD


baked cheese, bread, wine, and fruit


I WANT PIGS IN BLANKETS


sausages wrapped in pastry


IPPITY BIPPITY SALAD GREENS


caesar salad, oil, vinegar, and chickpeas


BRUNO’S FISH PASTE SANDWICH


fish paste sandwiched between crisp bread


WHITE CORN CHOWDER FROM QUAKE


bacon, potato, and corn chowder


GREEN PEA SOUP FROM THE HOTEL MAGNIFICENT


green peas, Formula 86-Delayed-Action Mouse-Maker, and mint soup


MOTHER GOTHEL’S HAZELNUT SOUP


hazelnut and parsnip soup


BATHHOUSE BUNS


fluffy buns filled with red bean paste


POOR UNFORTUNATE SOUL


chargrilled octopus, butter beans, and wakame


CULLEN SKINK, MY DEAR?


haddock and potato soup


SIMPLE FARE OF BREAD AND FISH


oily fish, pickled mushrooms, and bread


SURF & TURF


lobster thermidor with a decadent wine sauce and savory turnovers


DUNYA’S VEGETABLE AND CHEESE PASTY


grains, cheese, and vegetable pasty


MIDNIGHT FISH SOUP


fish, greens, and broth


Enticing Entrées and Enchantments


DOUBLEMEAT PALACE MEDLEY BURGER


lettuce, tomato, and vegetable patty


SOPHIE’S GUMBO


sausage, chicken, and shrimp gumbo


HERB AND CHEESE STUFFED FISH


red snapper stuffed with roasted herbs and cheese


BABA YELLOWLEGS’S ROAST CHICKEN


herb and butter roast chicken


CRAB RAVIOLI STRAIGHT FROM EDEN


ravioli filled with lump crabmeat


CRAVINGS FOR CHOP SUEY


chicken and vegetables in a savory sauce


JAMBALAYA FROM THE FRENCH QUARTER


chicken, sausage, and rice with Cajun seasoning


PIPER’S PENNE WITH PORT GIBLET SAUCE


penne with a slow cooked tomato and port sauce


HILDA’S WINNING VEGETABLE PIE


mushroom and spinach pie—no onions


STEAK DIANE AND MINT JELLIES


seared steaks with a mushroom and cream sauce


AUNT CLARA’S COQ AU VIN


chicken braised with bacon, wine, and onions


TOURNAMENT BOUILLABAISSE


seafood stew with tomato broth


SQUASH AND HERRING PIE


fish and squash pie topped with a buttery crust


CHICKEN À LA KING


chicken and mushrooms in a creamy sauce over rice


PALACE FISH AND CABBAGE PIE


eggs, cabbage, and smoked fish wrapped with flaky pastry


Desserts, Delights, and Divinations


HILDA’S ALMOND COOKIES


buttery and crunchy almond biscuits


BROWNIE PIG-OUT


salted fudgy brownies


MRS. COLE TURNER’S APPLE PIE


granny smith apples baked in a butter pie crust


PINEAPPLE UPSIDE-DOWN CAKE


pineapple and cherries baked with buttery cake


ANNE’S PEACH PIE


sliced peaches baked between flaky pie crust


JUICY SWEET CARAMEL APPLE


tart apples covered in salted caramel


MAGICAL APPLE STRUDEL


apples and cinnamon wrapped in flaky pastry


GINGER NEWT BISCUITS


ginger and spice biscuits


WHITE WITCH’S TURKISH DELIGHT


rosewater and pistachio confection


MARTHE’S SPECIAL CAKE


cake topped with strands of sugar


THE POISONOUS APPLE


choux pastry, apple, and whipped cream


SPELL CAKE TO CHANGE YOUR FATE


cake filled with jam served with tea


GRAMS’S CHOCOLATE CAKE


dark chocolate espresso cake with chocolate ganache


AUNT HILDA’S TRUTH CAKE


brown butter and marchpane cake with brandied currants


KNICKERBOCKER GLORY


sour cherry jam, ice cream, and meringue


Beldam Brews and Beverages


BUTTERBEER


butterscotch and cream soda


A WEAVER’S CHAI


coconut milk, tea, and spices


CAUDLE FOR PAINS IN THE HEAD


eggs, white wine, and honey


LANDON’S PEANUT BUTTER BLAST


milkshake with whipped cream on the bottom


MR. KINKLE’S EGGNOG


nonalcoholic eggnog


THE HALLOWEEN SPIRIT


cider, oranges, and spices


PUMPKIN JUICE


pumpkin juice with spices


HEADMISTRESS'S AFTERNOON BREW


prickly pear, tea, and cream


POISON APPLE MARTINI FROM BELLA NOTTE


apple schnapps, vodka, and apple slices


MIDNIGHT MARGARITAS


lime, tequila, and salt


SABRINA’S PURIFICATION DRINK


milk, spirulina, and ginger


LIFE POTION


Midori, lime, and club soda


BLOODY MARY


vodka, tomato juice, and celery sticks


AGATHA ALL ALONG


blackberries, lime, and tea


THE GREEN ELIXIR


emerald pandan and mint
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