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introduction


DIY Stamped Metal Jewelry will teach you everything you need to know about stamping metal, from your first piece to exploring a whole world of fabulous, creative techniques! Jewelry-making is as much an art form as it is a science; as you complete these projects—like the Adventurer’s Double-Pendant Necklace (see Chapter 3) or the Fearless Leather Cuff (see Chapter 4)—you will find ways to express yourself that are entirely your own. How awesome! This book is meant to get you started stamping quickly and confidently. All of your pieces, from your first tries to your experienced creations, will look fabulous!


I started stamping metal jewelry in 2011. At that time, it was difficult to find supplies, and even harder to find anyone who would share techniques for free. Classes were expensive, and personalized stamped metal jewelry was a hot seller online. I was determined to learn it, though, so for my birthday I overpaid for a beginner stamping set, and then spent hours doing a terrible job. But I’m stubborn, so as I kept at it, I learned a lot along the way! I’ve also picked up a few tips from professionals in the industry, and in the end, I discovered my favorite ways to create beautiful pieces of jewelry and more with my hammer and stamps. I continue to find innovative ways to use stamping to create works of jewelry art. I share my adventures in the world of metal stamping on my blog, HappyHourProjects.com, to teach others who are interested in stamping—without all the hassle I went through to learn.


Here you’ll find out everything you need to know to start stamping your own gorgeous, personalized jewelry. Start with Chapter 1 to discover what tools and materials you’ll need—as well as my best tips for when to save, when to splurge, and where to find everything. In Chapter 2 you’ll find all of the techniques you will need to make every project in this book: from stamping letters to creating patterns to using patinas to create a custom look. From there, you’ll be ready to roll on any stamping project that strikes your fancy, or even ones you dream up.


As you work through the projects, you’ll find earrings for a girls’ night out, necklaces that show your funny side, and bracelets you can wear for every occasion. Stamped jewelry fits every wardrobe and every style, because it’s an expression of you! There are 30 designs in this book to inspire you when you make your next accessory or your next gift, ranging from classic to trendy and from sweet to sassy. Stamped metal jewelry is so much more than just the classic initials necklace.


Throughout, you’ll see extra tips, tricks, and ideas under the hashtags #stampinghacks and #happystamping. These hashtags are used by the awesome HappyHourProjects.com community across all social media platforms to share our projects and encourage one another! Under #stampinghacks, I’ll point out some tricks of the trade to help you easily learn fun new techniques. #happystamping will give you plenty of variation ideas to make these projects truly your own. Remember to use these hashtags to share your creations with the stamping community—we cannot wait to see what you create, so let’s get stamping!





CHAPTER 1
Tools and Materials


Metal stamping is the practice of using a small hammer tool to gently tap a stamp (a small, solid rod of metal that has a raised design or letter at one end) onto a metal surface, called a metal blank, to create an impression. These impressions are your patterns, monograms, shapes, and words that you can use to make jewelry to express yourself and wear what you love.


Stamps are available in nearly every style you can imagine, from whimsical designs and script letters to bold and modern choices, with new options available all the time. You can create beautiful accessories with basic tools and supplies, but as with so many areas of crafts and design, there’s also plenty of room to grow and expand your collection once you find that you have a real passion for personalizing metal jewelry.


Here you’ll learn about the basic tools and materials needed to create your very own stamped metal jewelry and to get great results right from the start.


TOOLS


There are tools specifically made for metal stamping. These tools will enable you to create everything from metal cuff bracelets to beaded earrings, and beyond. Metal-stamping tools and supplies are finally making their way into craft stores as this hobby increases in popularity, so if you have a major arts and crafts retailer near you, all you need is a trip to the store to find everything you need to get started. If you don’t have a major outlet nearby, try inquiring at a local bead shop, or source your supplies online. Prices vary quite a bit, even for the same tools, so comparison shopping can save you quite a bit of money. You should be able to get your starter supplies for around U.S. $100.


Steel Blocks (or Steel Bench Blocks)


The first tool you need in order to get a great result when stamping is a steel block (or steel bench block) for a work surface that will both give you a crisp impression and protect your work table. You can’t skip the steel block if you want to stamp! It’s a critical tool. Steel blocks are simple slabs of hardened steel, often square, and can be quite heavy the larger they are.


Steel blocks are much like the desk in your office; they come in different sizes with different features for your comfort. If you stamp a great deal—or think you will—invest in an extra-large steel block at 6" square. This is the size you will see used throughout the book. If you want to try out stamping before splurging on a large block, there are blocks as small as 11⁄2" square. Some blocks come with rubberized bottoms to absorb noise. As with a desk, you can pay extra for certain features, but in truth, you can get the same quality of work done no matter which block you choose.


Hammers


When choosing hammers, you have many options, each with a specific purpose and use. Depending on your personal style, you may find that you use many hammers regularly, or that a good brass hammer is all you need. Each of the following hammers has a special purpose in your stamper’s toolset.


Brass Hammer


The typical stamping hammer is a one-pound brass hammer with a shortened handle. The brass helps absorb some of the shock so that your hands don’t ache at the end of a long stamping session, and the shortened handle of the stamping hammer gives you much more control than a standard hammer. While I highly recommend a one-pound brass stamping hammer, I’ll be perfectly honest: I began stamping with the one-pound hammer that I found in my household tool box. Working with a small standard hammer is just fine if you’re starting out and want to save some money, but as soon as you decide you’re a stamper at heart, it’ll be the very first piece you will want to upgrade.


Nylon Hammer


A nylon hammer is a good tool to invest in, because you may find on occasion that thin metal blanks—the small pieces of metal you are stamping into—can bow slightly as you stamp them. The nylon hammer will allow you to flatten out these blanks without marring the metal. Nylon hammers are also really useful if you need to shape a blank from a flat piece of metal into a curved cuff, for example, because it allows you to do so without leaving a mark.


Chasing and Texturizing Hammers


Beyond the brass and nylon starter hammers, there are also hammers that will help flatten metals and wire (called chasing hammers) and hammers that will give texture to your blanks (called texturizing hammers). You can experiment with using a chasing hammer on wire when you make the Free-Form Beaded Earrings (see Chapter 5), and you can also hammer the edges of blanks to give them a more polished look when you make the Winter Weather Stud Earrings (see Chapter 5).


Texturizing hammers come in several patterns—lines, dots, swirls, and more—and they’re useful when you want to design something using metal blanks that you don’t necessarily wish to stamp words or designs on. Because this book focuses specifically on stamping, you won’t find texturizing hammers used here. However, if you discover that you really enjoy stamping, it’s a natural accessory to create different looks.


Stamps


Stamps, sometimes called punches, are made of hardened metal. They are a few inches long and about the diameter of a pencil, making them easy to hold. They have a design or letter at the bottom where they make contact with your metal blank, and a flat top that you strike with your hammer. The force of a hammer strike on the top of a stamp presses the bottom down and into the metal blank, creating an impression of the design or letter. Stamps come in so many shapes, sizes, fonts, metals, and price points that it can be really overwhelming to choose your first set. This book will take you through the process of choosing stamps—not only choosing the best ones for the projects in the book, but also helping you work out which stamps work best for you! Throughout the projects in this book, you will see the exact set I used to make the project at hand, but feel free to use your favorite font in the size recommended in the materials list to personalize your creation. Stamping is a dynamic art full of options to make each piece your own. There are a few main things to consider when you’re choosing your first stamp set.


What Are You Stamping On?


Beginner stampers should typically choose soft metals to start with, because it’s easiest to get good impressions on soft metals. Such metals include aluminum, pewter, and silver. Medium-hard metals include nickel, copper, and brass. The difference between these metals depends on the project—nearly any metal is adequate for any project. If you want a heavy look, pewter is a good choice. If you’re making something for a friend with allergies to metal or alloys, aluminum is well-tolerated by most people. If you want an aged or vintage look, copper, brass, and silver are great choices. Silver is more expensive than other metals, so be sure to stock up on inexpensive blanks (like aluminum) to get lots of practice in and avoid making a mistake on a pricey blank.


Nearly every stamp set on the market will stamp any of these metals. Standard stamp sets range from $20 to $200, but many designer fonts can be found in the $70 range.


The one metal you cannot stamp with a standard set is stainless steel—some washers, spoons, and other unusual items. To stamp on stainless steel, you’ll need a specially hardened stamp set—and it will be marked as premium hardened, for use on all metals including steel.


What Are You Stamping With?


You will have lots of choices when you buy your first set of alphabet stamps. There are different styles—formal or calligraphy script, block, modern, handwritten—and each different style of letters is called a font. Just as you choose a font when typing a document, the font you choose for your stamp set will give your pieces a particular look and feel.


Many new stampers choose a simple, economy-priced block font. This is easy on the budget, but can give your pieces an industrial feel. If you know—or suspect—that you are really going to enjoy stamping, then opt for a font you love! You’ll save money in the long run by not buying a set you won’t use much. Spending more on a special set gives you features that make stamping easier, like cases that prevent letters from turning or getting mixed up as you work, or even bonus stamps like punctuation marks—perfect for a project liked the Ampersand Ring (see Chapter 2)—and design shapes, like the small dragonfly stamp used in the Dragonfly Charm Earrings (see Chapter 5).


You’ll notice throughout this book that there are several fonts featured; these will give you an idea of the variety of fonts available. Each project supply list will note the specific font and size used for that project, but feel free to personalize with your own favorite font or design shape.


In addition to letter sets, there are design stamps in nearly every theme to fit your interest. Basic design stamps like hearts, stars, and flowers are pretty additions to all kinds of pieces, but you’ll also find that there are icons and patterns out there for more specific interests as well. Whether you’re a dancer, a dog lover, a gardener, or something else entirely, you can find design stamps to suit nearly every passion.




#stampinghacks


Uppercase letters are easiest to work with as a beginner, because each letter is the same height (whereas lowercase letters are different sizes). Sometimes it looks trendy to use all capital letters, but sometimes it just LOOKS LIKE SHOUTING. You’ll have to decide what type of look fits your style best.





What Size Stamp Set Do You Need?


To recap what we discussed earlier in this chapter, the science behind metal stamping is this: You are using the force of a hammer to displace the metal under a stamp of a certain size and shape. The larger the stamp or the more details the stamp contains, the more metal you will need to displace. This ultimately means you’ll need more force for larger and more complicated stamps. Most letter stamp sets are 3mm–4mm in height, which is an excellent size to start with because it’s small enough to fit a phrase on a blank, yet large enough to be legible.


Stamp Straight Tape


One last tool to pick up when you choose your stamps is a roll of ImpressArt’s Stamp Straight Tape, which is a heavy, flexible tape that helps you to align your letters. While Stamp Straight Tape is the most effective, if it isn’t available in your area, then some masking tape, washi tape, or any type of tape that’s easily removable and 3⁄4" wide will work as well. You will need to tape your blanks to your steel block to prevent them from shifting as you stamp, and if you also place some tape where you want to stamp, the tape will help you align your letters. You can mark off letter placement with a fine-tip marker directly on the tape to center your words before you begin, and you can even use the edge of the tape as a baseline for your stamping. You’ll learn this technique in detail in Chapter 2.


Other Common Tools


In addition to the must-have tools mentioned in this section, a few more tools used in creating stamped metal jewelry bear mentioning, most of which are used in this book. Not all of these are critical to creating your first stamped pieces, but as you expand your skills and try new techniques, you will often encounter these tools.


Dapping Blocks and Punches


Dapping blocks (also called doming blocks) and punches allow you to curve round blanks, making them concave or convex. The dapping block is a small square wooden or metal block similar to a steel block except that it has several circular hollows covering the surface. Dapping punches are small hammers with spherical tops that match the hollows in the dapping block. Dapping is an easy way to give a basic blank additional depth and shape by placing it in the rounded well of the block and hammering the blank with the matching punches until the blank takes on the curved shape of the well. You can create puffy shapes or cups with domed discs, as you’ll see in the Love Bites Puff Pendant in Chapter 3.


Bracelet and Ring Bending Pliers


Bracelet and ring bending pliers allow you to take long, flat blanks and turn them into bracelets and rings, or to shape blanks to be added to bracelets by pressing blanks between curved nylon jaws. Alternately, a bracelet-bending tool helps you to make perfectly curved cuff bracelets. Ring mandrels and anvils can also help in shaping metal blanks by providing a round base, and when used with nylon hammers, allow you to shape small pieces like rings without marring the metal.


Hole Punches


Hole punches are available in two types: hand punches, which are great for higher gauge (thinner) metals, and screw-down punches, which can power through many different gauges of metal. Hand punches are pliers with a special tip that puts a small hole in metal blanks. For thicker blanks, you’ll need more muscle than what your hand has, and that’s where screw-down punches are necessary. Much like tightening a screw with a screwdriver, the threads inside the punch aid in punching a hole through a metal blank. If you use a blank that isn’t pre-drilled or has too small a hole, or if you need to add additional holes, you’ll need to invest in at least one type of hole punch. A hand punch is quick and convenient, but screw-down punches offer more versatility and can be used on all projects.


Metal Files


Small metal files are also useful any time you need to punch or drill your own hole, if you cut your metal, or if you use any blank that has a sharp edge. Because jewelry lies against the skin, it’s important to file away any sharp edges. A simple, inexpensive set of metal files will work perfectly—you don’t need any fancy features, just a file that can blunt potentially sharp edges.


Jewelry-Making Components


Finally, in jewelry-making, you will find that many of the same components are used in each project. Prepare yourself to invest in chain nose pliers, round nose pliers, wire cutters, jump rings in a few different sizes ranging from 4mm to 12mm, clasps, head pins, chain, and a small assortment of beads you love.


MATERIALS


The elements you use in your handmade jewelry are reflections of your own personal style. As you learn techniques, you can easily make changes to the beads, the metal finishes, the fonts and designs used, the color, shape, size, length, weight . . . there are endless options to make a piece truly your own! The same project can look totally different by making simple substitutions, so don’t be afraid to experiment with materials that aren’t on the supply lists.
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