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  Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date




  Every effort has been made by the authors and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published.




  We would appreciate hearing from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart, and we’ll also make certain to share them with the authors. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:




  FalconGuides




  Reader Response/Editorial Department




  246 Goose Lane




  Guilford, CT 06437




  Thanks for your input!









  
YOSEMITE WILDFLOWERS





  A Field Guide to the Wildflowers of Yosemite National Park




  Judy and Barry Breckling




 [image: image]


 GUILFORD, CONNECTICUT











   
[image: image]





   An imprint of The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc.




  Falcon, FalconGuides, and Outfit Your Mind are registered trademarks of The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc.




  Distributed by NATIONAL BOOK NETWORK




  Copyright © 2020 Judy and Barry Breckling




  Map © The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc.




  Photographs by Barry Breckling unless otherwise credited




  Cover photo: Half Dome from Olmsted Point by Olof Carmel, www.carmelgallery.com




  All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the publisher, except by a reviewer who may quote passages in a review.




  British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Information Available




  Library of Congress Control Number: 2019953897




  ISBN 978-1-4930-4066-7 (paperback)




  ISBN 978-1-4930-4067-4 (e-book)




  [image: image] The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of American National Standard for Information Sciences—Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials, ANSI/NISO Z39.48-1992.




  

  The authors and The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc., assume no liability for accidents happening to, or injuries sustained by, readers who engage in the activities described in this book. Neither the author nor the publisher in any way endorses the consumption or other uses of wild plants that are mentioned in this book, and they assume no liability for personal accident, illness, or death related to these activities.












  This book is dedicated to the memory of our mothers, who encouraged us to go out and play and not to pick the wildflowers.
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  As long as I live, I’ll hear waterfalls and birds and winds sing.




  I’ll interpret the rocks, learn the language of flood, storm, and the avalanche. I’ll acquaint myself with the glaciers and wild gardens, and get as near the heart of the world as I can.




  —John Muir
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INTRODUCTION





  Yosemite’s towering cliffs, majestic domes, and magnificent waterfalls make it one of the country’s most popular destinations. Its serene mountain lakes, lush meadows, sparkling creeks, and Giant Sequoias add to the scenic grandeur. The wide variety and abundance of wildflowers in the park are the icing on the cake, and they are, of course, the worthy subject of this book.




  The book was designed to make it possible for park visitors to identify most of Yosemite’s wildflowers. It covers the native and non-native flowering plants that are known to grow in the park, with the exception of the graminoids (grasses, sedges, and rushes), mistletoes, non-showy aquatic plants, and a few plants that have been reported in the park only in the highlands north of Hetch Hetchy Reservoir. Shrubs and trees that have conspicuous flowers are included in the book.




  Three groups of plants in the park (plants in the Cryptantha, Plagiobothrys, and Cuscuta genera) often require dissection and high-power magnification to identify the species and can be extremely difficult even under those circumstances. We mentioned those genera in the book, pointed out the difficulties, and described a single plant in each genus that is readily identifiable.




  Over 1,000 plants are covered in the book. Many of them have a photo unit of their own, and the rest are covered in the similar plants text of the plant they most closely resemble. Ideally, every plant would have its own photo unit. If that were the case, however, the book would be far too big to fit in a book bag.




  Vegetation zones




  This book uses five vegetation zones to classify the plant communities in the park. Other resources have similar classifications but sometimes use different nomenclature. For example, what we call the mixed conifer zone is also called the yellow pine belt and the lower montane forest. The zones intermingle and often overlap considerably, and they’re primarily influenced by elevation, moisture, temperature, and slope aspect. The elevation ranges specified for the zones apply to the Yosemite region rather than to the entire Sierra Nevada.




  The chaparral/oak-woodland zone ranges up to about 4,000 feet and occurs mainly in the Tuolumne and Merced river canyons in the lower elevations around the park’s western border. It’s the dominant plant community in the El Portal and Hetch Hetchy areas, but the zone also extends up into western Yosemite Valley and is represented by isolated pockets around Wawona. The principal plants in the zone are grasses, annual wildflowers, low-elevation chaparral shrubs, oaks, and Gray Pine.




  The mixed conifer zone, also known as the Great Green Wall, ranges roughly from 3,000 to 6,500 feet. Big Meadow, the Giant Sequoia groves, most of the Wawona area, and most of Yosemite Valley are in the mixed conifer zone. Ponderosa Pine, Sugar Pine, Incense Cedar, White Fir, and Douglas Fir are predominant conifers in the zone. Black Oak, Big-leaf Maple, Mountain Dogwood, Western Azalea, and Mountain Misery are common in the zone.




  The montane zone runs between about 6,000 and 8,000 feet and includes most of the area traversed by Glacier Point Road and the land along Tioga Road up to about Olmstead Point. Lodgepole Pine, Jeffrey Pine, Western White Pine, and Red Fir are predominant conifers in the zone. Aspen, Western Juniper, Huckleberry Oak, Bush Chinquapin, and several Ceanothus species also grow in the zone. There is a rough rule of thumb to tell if you’re in the mixed conifer zone or the montane zone. If most of the fir trees you see are White Fir, you’re in the mixed conifer zone. If most of them are Red Fir, you’re in the montane zone. A trick to differentiate the two firs is to find a needle on the ground and try to twirl it between your thumb and finger. If it twirls somewhat easily, it’s a Red Fir needle. White Fir needles are flat and can’t be twirled.




  The range of the subalpine zone is about 8,000 to 10,500 feet, basically up to the tree line on the mountain peaks. Lodgepole Pine, Whitebark Pine, Western White Pine, and Mountain Hemlock are predominant conifers in the zone. Tuolumne Meadows, Dana Meadows, and much of the northern part of the park reside in the zone.




  The alpine zone in Yosemite is restricted to areas above the tree line, which makes it the most clearly delineated zone in the park. The zone ranges from about 9,500 feet to exactly 13,114 feet, which is the top of Mount Lyell, the highest point in Yosemite. Most of the zone is made up of rocky, gravelly areas with sparse vegetative cover.




  The park’s lower elevations have fine spring wildflowers displays that typically begin in April and peak in May and early June. During those spring days, Yosemite Valley, the Hetch Hetchy area, and the Wawona area are good destinations for plant hunts. By the end of May and into June, plants start to bloom in the upper mixed conifer zone and the lower montane zones. The Ackerson Meadow area, Crane Flat meadows, and the Giant Sequoia groves are good destinations for wildflower treks on those early summer days. By late June and early July, it’s time to travel up Tioga Road and Glacier Point Road into the upper montane and subalpine zones. And finally, in late July and early August, it’s time to visit the subalpine meadows and climb the mountains in search of alpine wildflowers. Even in middle and late summer, it’s a good idea to return to the lower elevations to look for later blooming plants.




  Suggested reading




  The following books provide a wealth of information about Sierra Nevada natural history.




  An Island Called California: An Ecological Introduction to Its Natural Communities, second edition, by Elna Bakker. Published in 1984 by the University of California Press. One reviewer’s comment: “As a naturalist often bored by nature writing, I am stunned by An Island Called California. I first read it two decades ago, and I’ve just rediscovered it. Bakker’s survey of the ecosystems of this massive and diverse state is lyrical, lively, and full of ecological anecdotes.”




  California’s Changing Landscapes: Diversity and Conservation of California Vegetation, by Michael Barbour, Bruce Pavlik, Frank Drysdale, and Susan Lindstrom. Published in 1993 by the California Native Plant Society. A reviewer’s comment: “If you want to know more than just the names of California plants, but also their connection to the many different habitats of the state, you can’t do much better than to read this book.”




  Geology Underfoot in Yosemite National Park, by Allen F. Glazner and Greg M. Stock. Published in 2010 by Mountain Press Publishing Company. One reviewer’s comment: “An excellent introduction to the geology of the Sierra Nevada and the Yosemite area. The photos and illustrations are stunning and clearly illustrate the concepts covered in the text. Best of all, none of the areas described are far from the main roads, so even the less adventurous among us can explore the fascinating geological history of this national park.”




  Suggested reference books




  At least one of these two books, preferably both, should travel with you whenever you’re on Sierra Nevada outings.




  The Laws Field Guide to the Sierra Nevada, by John Muir Laws. Published by the California Academy of Sciences in 2007. Review comment by Sierra Magazine: “If you have room for only one Sierra Nevada guidebook in your pack, make it this little gem.”




  Sierra Nevada Natural History, An Illustrated Handbook, by Tracy I. Storer, Robert L. Usinger, and David Lucas. Published by the University of California Press in 2004.
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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE





  Organization




  The plants in this book are organized in six color sections based on the most prominent color of the flower or the inflorescence. In some cases, closely related plants were put in the same color section if most of them have flowers that clearly belong in that color section and others are not quite as clear cut. For example, many monkeyflowers have flowers that are pink to purplish, but since most of them are more pink than purple, and it’s useful to compare them as a group, all the monkeyflowers with pink to purplish flowers are in the section for pink, rose, and magenta flowers. Flower colors are highly variable and the colors can change at different stages of development. For that reason, if you can’t find a plant in one color section, we encourage you to look for it in similar color sections.




  Many plants have bicolored flowers. When a plant’s corolla has a vivid color and a paler color, it’s usually included in the section for the more vivid color. For example, if a plant has flowers with petals that are white at the base and have purple tips, chances are good that you’ll find the plant in the section for blue, purple, and lavender flowers. If you don’t find it there, look in the white section.




  In each color section, the plants are sorted alphabetically by scientific family names. Plants in the same family are then sorted alphabetically by their scientific names.




  Common names




  The common names in the book are those that are most often used by online botanical resources and regional field guides.




  Common names are easy to pronounce, fairly easy to remember, and sometimes nicely descriptive. But one plant can have more than one common name, and the same common name is sometimes used for more than one plant. Common names can also be misleading. For example, Blue-eyed Grass is not a grass, Owl’s-clover isn’t a clover, and Toad Lily looks nothing like a toad and isn’t a lily. Despite their shortcomings, common names are a stepping-stone to establishing familiarity with plants, and once you know a plant’s common name, the natural next step is to get to know its scientific name.




  
Scientific names





  The scientific family and plant names in the book are those used by the online Jepson eFlora as of the publication date of this book.




  Each plant and animal species has a binomial (two-part) scientific name. The genus is the first word in the name and the second word is the specific name, which is usually referred to as the specific epithet. The scientific name is formatted in italics, the first letter of the genus name is capitalized, and the specific epithet is all lowercase. For people not familiar with the concept, let’s say the Smith family has three siblings. They all have the last name (genus) Smith in common, and their specific epithets are Sally, Tim, and Lee. So they would be formatted Smith sally, Smith tim, and Smith lee.




  Scientific names are usually derived from Latin or Greek words. The names are often difficult to pronounce and challenging to remember, but they’re the same worldwide (more or less), and are necessary for acquiring in-depth knowledge of plants and for communicating with other plant enthusiasts.




  Scientific names change for a variety of reasons, most recently because DNA research sheds new light, but also when a researcher unearths an old, dusty specimen that, by international code, takes precedence over a more recently named specimen. The names that are no longer valid are called synonyms. Many plants in this book have scientific names that have changed somewhat recently, and the names that are no longer valid are included as synonyms. It’s important to include synonyms so that people who are using older plant references can make a connection between the plant names. The plant unit headers in the book have synonyms in parentheses after the currently accepted name, and synonyms are also included in the similar plants text. For a summary of some of the most significant recent changes, see page xxiii.




  Native status




  For plants that are not native to our area, the term “non-native” is included under the plant’s common name in the header. Non-native status is also indicated for plants of that status in the similar plants text. Plants that don’t have the term non-native associated with them are native to our area.




  There are probably more appropriate terms to use for plants that are not native to a particular area, such as “introduced” and “naturalized,” since every plant is a native somewhere, but non-native is a familiar term and probably more readily understood.




  
Plant descriptions





  The plant descriptions provide somewhat detailed information about plant characteristics. In all cases, priority was given to the characteristics that help differentiate a plant from similar plants. A description of a plant’s fruit and information about its reproductive parts (number of stamens and pollen color, for example) were included where space allowed.




  When plants in the book are described as common, uncommon, rare, and so forth, the reference is to the plant’s abundance in Yosemite, rather than to how common the plant is throughout its range.




  Botanical terms




  Botanical terminology can be challenging, and this book uses simple descriptive words whenever possible. More technical terms are used only when they serve to significantly reduce wordiness. For example, to avoid the word oblanceolate (a common leaf shape), a description would have to say something like “lance-shaped with the widest end away from the point of attachment.”




  All botanical terms used in the book are defined in the glossary. You should have a fairly easy time understanding the plant descriptions if you become familiar with the terms in the illustrations on pages xx through xxii and with the following terms: appressed, axil, ciliate, clasping, claw, graduated, hypanthium, involucre, node, perianth, petiole, receptacle, reflexed, sessile, stellate (in reference to hairs), and tepal.




  Flowering time, habitat, and range




  The flowering period, habitat, and elevation range specified for each plant are specific to the Yosemite region. Keep in mind that the specifications are not strict limits. They simply represent the data currently available based on herbarium specimens and reported sightings.




  Location information




  This book was designed to help people identify flowering plants that they find in the park. Although plant location information is included where space was available, such information was omitted when the available space was required for plant identification information. If you want to search for specific plants and would like information about where you might find them, we suggest that you use the Calflora website (calflora.org). You can specify a plant name and generate lists that tell you when and where the plant has been collected or reported in specific counties.




  Similar plants




  The similar plants text includes plants that are not covered elsewhere in the book, as well as plants that have a separate photo unit of their own. The names of plants that have their own photo unit in the book are highlighted with green text.




  Tips for identifying plants




  First, the tools. If you don’t already have one, we highly recommend that you get a 10x hand lens and carry it with you whenever you’re out in the field. Even when you don’t need magnification to identify a plant, you might want to use the lens to get a closer look at some of its details. You should also carry a six-inch ruler with you, one that has 16th-inch increments and preferably one that’s flexible. A ruler is provided on the back cover of this book, but you can’t always position the book in such a way as to get an accurate measurement of plant parts.




  Whenever you’ve got the time and inclination, thumb through the plant photos in this book. The more often you do, the more familiar you’ll get with the look of the plants and the layout of the book. If you thumb through the photographs often enough, when you see a particular flower in the field that looks familiar, you might remember seeing it in the book and may even be able to flip right to it.




  The easiest way to learn plants is to go on field trips with people who are botanically knowledgeable. During the spring and summer, Yosemite offers guided wildflower walks. To access the schedule, search the Internet for “Yosemite calendar.” The Sierra Foothills chapter of the California Native Plant Society also offers field trips. If you live in the area, you might want to consider joining the chapter to meet new botanically inclined people. To access their field trip schedule, search the Internet for “CNPS Sierra Foothills.”




  How your camera can help. When you find a plant in the field and you can’t find an exact match for it in the book, find the photo that comes closest to a match and check the similar plants information. The information may get you to a positive or tentative identification of your plant. Either way, first take photos of the plant, focusing on the parts used to differentiate the plants in the similar plants text. Then take a photo of the page in the book. Later, when you’ve got the photos in front of you and you have access to the Internet, bring up CalPhotos plants (calphotos.berkeley. edu/flora). Access photos of the plant (or plants) in the similar plant text until you find a good match.




  If you carry a smartphone in the field, you definitely should consider downloading the Seek app, which was developed by the iNaturalist team at the California Academy of Sciences. You can point your phone’s camera at a plant and the app will provide identification information for the plant at the top of the screen. The more specific the image is, the closer the app will come to narrowing down an identification. In areas with no Internet connection, you can take photos of plants with the app. Later on, when you have a connection, you can instruct the app to identify the plants in your photos.




  Cautionary notes




  Plant edibility. Many of the plants described in this book are edible, but many others are highly toxic. To complicate matters, many edible plants have one or more look-alikes that are inedible or downright poisonous. Plant edibility information is included in this book because people often find such information of interest. But, please refrain from consuming any part of any plant you find in the park, not only for your own protection, but also because harming plants is prohibited in the park.




  Mountain weather. Anyone who’s spent time in the mountains knows that weather at high elevations can change almost instantly. Summer storms develop quickly and can occur with little warning, bringing strong wind, lightning, and heavy rain, hail, or snow. Hunkering down in such circumstances can be an unforgettable experience, but probably not one that you’d want to repeat. Your best bet is to get going early in the morning, keep your eyes on the sky, and leave plenty of time to beat a retreat.
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BOTANICAL CHANGES





  Quite a few botanical name changes have taken place in Jepson eFlora somewhat recently.




  Family changes




  Some of the more significant family changes are described below.




  Several years back, the borage family (Boraginaceae) was expanded to include all members of the waterleaf family (Hydrophyllaceae) family.




  More recently, several genera in the snapdragon family (Scrophulariaceae) were moved to other families. The Castilleja, Cordylanthus, Orthocarpus, and Pedicularis genera (plural of genus) were moved to the broomrape family (Orobanchaceae). The Antirrhinum, Collinsia, Digitalis, Gratiola, Keckiella, Lindernia, Penstemon, and Veronica genera were moved to the plantain family (Plantaginaceae). The California native monkeyflowers, previously in the Mimulus genus, were assigned to the Diplacus, Erythranthe, and Mimetanthe genera and were moved to the lopseed family (Phrymaceae). The Scrophularia and Verbascum genera remain in the snapdragon family.




  A number of genera in the lily family (Liliaceae) have been assigned to different families. The Allium genus was moved to the onion family (Alliaceae). The Brodiaea, Dichelostemma, and Triteleia genera were moved to the brodiaea family (Themidaceae). The Camassia and Chlorogalum genera were moved to the century plant family (Agavaceae). The Narthecium genus was moved to the bog asphodel family (Nartheciaceae) family. The Tofieldia genus was renamed Triantha and was moved to the false-asphodel family (Tofieldiaceae). The Smilacina genus was renamed Maianthemum and was moved to the butcher’s-broom family (Ruscaceae). The Zigadenus genus was renamed Toxicoscordion and was moved, along with the Trillium and Veratrum genera, into the false-hellebore family (Melanthiaceae). The Calochortus, Clintonia, Erythronium, Fritillaria, Lilium, and Prosartes (previously Disporum) genera remain in the lily family.




  Yosemite native plants that were in the purslane family (Portulacaceae) have been moved to the miner’s lettuce family (Montiaceae).




  Plants that were in the milkweed family (Asclepiadaceae) have been moved to the dogbane family (Apocynaceae).




  Plants in the Sambucus genus have been moved from the honeysuckle family (Caprifoliaceae) to the muskroot family (Adoxaceae).




  
Genus changes





  Some of the more significant genus changes are listed below.




  Sunflower family (Asteraceae). Yosemite plants in the Aster genus have been moved to the Eucephalus, Eurybia, Oreostemma, Sericocarpus, and Symphyotrichum genera. Several plants in the Senecio genus were moved to the Packera genus.




  Mustard family (Brassicaceae). Most Yosemite plants that were in the Arabis genus were moved to the Boechera genus.




  Pink family (Caryophyllaceae). All Yosemite plants that were in the Arenaria genus are now in the Eremogone genus.




  Pea family (Fabaceae). California native plants that were in the Lotus genus have been moved to the Acmispon and Hosackia genera.




  Phlox family (Polemoniaceae). Several plants that were in the Gilia genus are now in the Navarretia genus. Most of the Yosemite plants that were in the Linanthus genus have been moved to the Leptosiphon genus.




  Primrose family (Primulaceae). Plants that were in the Dodecatheon genus have been moved to the Primula genus.




  Rose family (Rosaceae). Some plants that were in the Potentilla genus are now in the Dasiphora and Drymocallis genera.




  Saxifrage family (Saxifragaceae). Some plants that were in the Saxifraga genus were moved to the Micranthes genus.




  The previous names are indicated in the plant description and similar plant sections and are included in both the family and general indexes.
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    Western Azalea (Rhododendron occidentale)




  The plants in this section have flowers with predominantly white to cream corollas. The section includes plants with flowers that are white at maturity and become red with age.




  If you’ve gone through this section and haven’t found a plant you’re looking for, check the sections that include pink and blue flowers. Many plants that have white flowers can also have pink, blue, or lavender flowers, especially plants in the sunflower and evening primrose families.




  Many plants have bicolored flowers. A plant with a corolla that’s partially white or cream and also has a more vivid color is usually included in the section for the more vivid color. For example, if a plant has flowers with petals that are white at the base and have purple tips, chances are good that you’ll find the plant in the section for blue, purple, and lavender flowers.




  Note: The similar plants sections include plants that are not covered elsewhere in the book, as well as plants that have a separate photo unit of their own. The names of plants that have their own photo unit in the book are highlighted with green text.
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  BLUE ELDERBERRY




  Sambucus nigra ssp. caerulea (S. mexicana)




  Muskroot family (Adoxaceae)




  Description: Blue Elderberry is a large, many-branched shrub, 6–25' tall, with deciduous leaves that can be over 1' long. The leaves are pinnately divided into 3–9 oval to lanceolate leaflets that taper to a pointed tip and have small, sharp teeth along the edges. The showy, flat-topped flower clusters, up to 13" wide, have many tiny, white to cream-colored flowers with 5 rounded petals. The flowers mature into black berries with a white, powdery coating that makes them look blue.




  Flowering time: June–September




  Habitat/range: Forest openings; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 7,000'.




  Comments: Elderberry herbage and the berries of some species are toxic to humans. Cooking the berries makes them safe to consume, and people often use the fruit to make pies, jellies, and wine.




  Similar plants: Red Elderberry (S. racemosa var. racemosa, previously S. racemosa var. microbotrys) and Black Elderberry (S. racemosa var. melanocarpa, previously S. melanocarpa), have smaller, dome-shaped flower clusters. Red Elderberry [inset] has leaves with mostly 7 leaflets, and its flower clusters are up to 4" wide. Black Elderberry, which is rare in the park, has leaves with mostly 5 leaflets, and its flower clusters are no more than 2¾" wide.
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  WAVY-LEAF SOAP PLANT




  Chlorogalum pomeridianum var. pomeridianum




  Century Plant family (Agavaceae)




  Description: This slender perennial arises from a bulb that has many coarse, brown fibers from old bulb coats. The stem is 1½–8' tall and has a waxy, powdery coating. The linear basal leaves are ½–2¼' long and have parallel veins and conspicuously wavy margins. The stem leaves are much reduced and become scale-like toward the top of the plant. The inflorescence is an expansive, usually much-branched panicle. Each flower has 6 curved tepals, ½–1" long, that are white with a dark midvein. The 6 white stamens have yellow anthers, and the green ovary has a single white style. The tube-like flower buds have conspicuous green or purple lines.




  Flowering time: May–August




  Habitat/range: Openings in grasslands, woodlands, and chaparral; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 4,300'.




  Comments: The flowers open in late afternoon or evening and close for good several hours later, each flower having only one chance to become pollinated. Native Americans used the copious fibers from the old bulb coats to make stiff brushes. They crushed the bulbs and mixed the bulb material with water to create a soapy lather, which they used for cleaning clothes and baskets.
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  GLASSY ONION




  Allium hyalinum




  Onion family (Alliaceae)




  Description: This attractive, bulbed perennial has an erect stem, up to 1½' tall, and it often grows in scattered patches. Like all plants in the Allium genus, its herbage has an onion odor. Each plant has 2 or 3 narrow basal leaves. The flower clusters have 5–25 flowers with 6 white or pink tepals, up to ⅜" long, that become transparent as they age. The flowers have 6 white stamens and an ovary with no crests at the top.




  Flowering time: March–May




  Habitat/range: Moist, shady canyonsides; chaparral/oak-woodland zone; around 2,000'.




  Comments: Glassy Onion grows along the north-facing slopes of the Merced River Canyon in the vicinity of El Portal. If you enter the park on Highway 140 and the plants are in bloom, you’re likely to notice them. Allium is the Latin name for garlic. The genus includes several ornamentals and many plants that are cultivated for food.




  Similar plants: Somewhat similar Narrow-leaved Onion (Allium amplectens) [inset] grows in the Hetch Hetchy area and has been reported elsewhere in the park. It has denser flower clusters, and the flowers have an ovary with 6 crests at the top. White Brodiaea (Triteleia hyacinthina) looks similar, but its anthers are conspicuously broad at the base and its herbage has no onion odor.
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  SUBALPINE ONION




  Allium obtusum var. obtusum




  Onion family (Alliaceae)




  Description: This bulbed perennial’s small, dense flower clusters are less than 1" wide and appear to be emerging at ground level because most of the plant’s stem is usually buried in gravel. Each plant has 2 or 3 basal leaves, less than ¼" wide, that are green when the flowers are in bloom. The flowers have 6 obtuse-tipped tepals, up to ½" long, that are white with a pale purple midvein. The tepals are slightly longer than the 6 stamens.




  Flowering time: May–August




  Habitat/range: Open, sandy and gravelly areas; upper mixed conifer, montane, subalpine, and alpine zones; 6,000–10,800'.




  Comments: This plant blends into its surroundings, making it easy to overlook. When a flower cluster dries up, it detaches from the stem and drifts over the ground, dispersing its seeds.




  Similar plants: Less common Red Sierra Onion (A. obtusum var. conspicuum) never has more than a single leaf, and the leaf can be broader, up to ½" wide. Its tepals, which are also slightly longer than the stamens, are acute at the tip and have a slight to pronounced pink tint. Yosemite Onion (A. yosemitense) [inset] is rare in the park. It has similar white to pink, somewhat low-growing flower clusters, but its flowers have stamens that are noticeably longer than the tepals.
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  POISON OAK




  Toxicodendron diversilobum




  Sumac family (Anacardiaceae)




  Description: Poison Oak is extremely variable in growth habit and leaf appearance, and it can cause people to develop a mild to severe blistery rash when they come into contact with it. It can grow as a dense shrub, as a vine that can climb up trees to incredible heights, or as a tree with a trunk that’s 3–8" wide. The leaves, which range from paper thin to thick and leathery, are divided into 3 leaflets that are 1–4" long, are often glossy, and have toothed, scalloped, or lobed margins. The leaves are usually bronze colored at first, turn bright green in the spring, turn yellow-green to reddish in the summer, and become bright red or pink in the fall. The tiny flowers, which grow in loose clusters from leaf axils, have 5 greenish-white petals. When temperatures drop sharply in late fall, the leaves are discarded, but the cream-colored or greenish-white berry clusters often remain long into the winter.




  Flowering time: April–May




  Habitat/range: Canyons, thickets, and wooded slopes; chaparral/oak-woodland zone; up to 4,600'.




  Similar plants: Fragrant Sumac (Rhus aromatica) has similar leaves with 3 leaflets, but the middle leaflet is usually much larger than the lateral leaflets, and the leaflets have a wedge-shaped base. Poison Oak’s middle leaflet is about the same size as the lateral leaflets or only slightly larger, and the leaflets don’t have a wedge-shaped base.
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  BREWER’S ANGELICA




  Angelica breweri




  Carrot family (Apiaceae)




  Description: Brewer’s Angelica is a perennial, 3–6½' tall, with somewhat hairy herbage. It has plentiful leaves clustered at the base of the stem and several alternate stem leaves. The base of each leaf widens to a balloon-like sheath that clasps the stem. The leaves are 6–14" long and are triangular shaped in outline, and each leaf is divided 2 or 3 times into smaller segments, ending up as lanceolate, toothed leaflets, up to 4" long. The umbrella-shaped compound umbels have 25–60 spreading rays that end in a round-topped cluster of tiny flowers with 5 white petals.




  Flowering time: June–September




  Habitat/range: Streamsides and other moist places in coniferous forests; mixed conifer and montane zones; 3,400–8,800'.




  Similar plants: Brewer’s Angelica is one of four Yosemite carrot family plants that have lanceolate, toothed leaflets. Western Cowbane (Oxypolis occidentalis) is the only one in the group with leaves that are divided only once. Ranger Buttons (Angelica capitellata) is the only one that has distinctly ball-shaped umbellets. Highly poisonous, non-native Water Hemlock (Cicuta douglasii) is similar to Brewer’s Angelica in many respects, but its herbage is hairless and it tends to grow in rather than near water. Water Hemlock has been reported in meadows near Gin Flat and north of Hetch Hetchy.
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  RANGER BUTTONS




  Angelica capitellata (Sphenosciadium capitellatum)




  Carrot family (Apiaceae)




  Description: The stout stem of this robust perennial can get up to 6' tall and is sometimes branched. The basal leaves are 8"–2½' long and are 1 or 2 times pinnately divided into lanceolate, pointed leaflets that are sometimes irregularly toothed. The base of each leaf is greatly expanded into a sheath that clasps the stem. The plant is hairless, except for the inflorescence. The compound umbel has 4–18 stout, densely soft-hairy stalks that end in a tight, ball-shaped cluster of tiny flowers with 5 white petals. The clusters are often pink when they’re immature.




  Flowering time: July–August




  Habitat/range: Wet places and open, rocky slopes and flats; mixed conifer, montane, subalpine, and alpine zones; 4,000–10,500'.




  Comments: This plant would fare well in any wildflower popularity contest. It’s instantly appealing to almost anyone who encounters it for the first time. However, like many plants in the carrot family, all parts of Ranger Buttons are highly toxic. Cattle and other livestock have died from eating the plant.




  Similar plants: Other carrot family plants that look somewhat like Ranger Buttons have looser, more hemispheric umbellets (the secondary flower clusters), and they don’t have densely soft-hairy umbel stalks.




  [image: image]




  POISON ANGELICA




  Angelica lineariloba




  Carrot family (Apiaceae)




  Description: Poison Angelica is a large perennial, 2–5' tall, with leaves that are clustered at the base and are alternate along the stem. The base of each leaf widens to a pale, thin, balloon-like sheath that clasps the stem. The leaves are 4–14" long and are divided 2 or 3 times into smaller, linear to linear-oblong segments with smooth margins. The attractive, umbrella-shaped compound umbels have 20–40 spreading rays that end with a round-topped umbellet of tiny flowers with 5 white petals. The umbels and umbellets have no bracts at their base.




  Flowering time: June–August




  Habitat/range: Open rocky slopes and flats; montane and subalpine zones; 6,000–10,600'.




  Comments: The carrot family contains many cultivated culinary plants, such as celery, parsley, dill, and cilantro, but the family also contains quite a few poisonous plants, and Poison Angelica is one of them. Another poisonous plant in the family is notorious Poison Hemlock, which was used to execute Socrates. The non-native has become a common weed throughout North America and has been reported to grow in the Wawona area.




  Similar plants: Bolander’s Yampah (Perideridia bolanderi) looks similar, but its umbels and its umbellets have bracts at their base.
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  AMERICAN WILD CARROT




  Daucus pusillus




  Carrot family (Apiaceae)




  Description: This annual is 11–30" tall and has bristly leaves, 2½–10" long, that are dissected into narrow, pointed, parsley-like leaflets. The flowers have 5 tiny, white petals and are tightly clustered in a flat-topped or concave umbel that looks as if it’s nesting in a ring of leaves. As the flowers age, their stalks bend inward and eventually form a roundish cluster of bristly, oval fruit. The taproot of the plant is a small, edible carrot.




  Flowering time: April–June




  Habitat/range: Dry slopes in sandy or rocky areas; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 5,000'.




  Similar plants: Closely related Queen Anne’s Lace (Daucus carota) is a showy, non-native biennial that can get up to 4' tall. The European native grows sporadically throughout much of California along roadsides and in other disturbed areas and has been reported to grow in El Portal. Its leaves have long, thread-like segments, and they don’t resemble parsley. Its flower clusters, unlike those of American Wild Carrot, often have a single purple flower in the center. Our culinary carrots were developed from a subspecies of Queen Anne’s Lace.
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  COW PARSNIP




  Heracleum maximum (H. lanatum)




  Carrot family (Apiaceae)




  Description: This robust, strong-scented perennial has stout stems that are 3–10' long, are finely hairy, and have longitudinal grooves. The impressively large leaves are rounded in outline, are 8–20" wide, and are divided into 3 coarsely toothed, irregularly lobed leaflets. The large compound umbels, which are up to 1' wide, have 15–30 rays that end with a cluster of numerous tiny flowers. The flowers, which have no sepals, have 5 white petals that are usually notched at the tip. The flattened, obovate fruit often have prominent dark lines.




  Flowering time: May–July




  Habitat/range: Moist, wooded or open areas; mixed conifer and montane zones; 3,500–9,000'.




  Comments: This conspicuous plant is somewhat common in the park, and the larvae of the Anise Swallowtail Butterfly feed on it. Native American groups peeled young Cow Parsnip shoots and ate them raw or cooked, and they dried the hollow stems and used them as straws and flutes and as blowguns for shooting berries or pebbles. They chopped and dried the mature lower stems and used the material as a salt substitute in cooked food. Heracleum is for Hercules, who was said to have used this plant medicinally.
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  GRAY’S LOVAGE




  Ligusticum grayi




  Carrot family (Apiaceae)




  Description: This common, widespread perennial grows up to 2½' tall from a taproot and has hairless herbage. Its pinnately divided leaves are up to 22" long, grow mostly toward the base of the plant, and look very much like the leaves of Italian Flat-leaf Parsley. The compound umbels, which are slightly rounded at the top, have 5–18 rays, each ending in an umbellet of small flowers with 5 white or sometimes pinkish petals. The small, oblong fruit have narrow-winged ribs.




  Flowering time: June–September




  Habitat/range: Meadows and other moist areas; montane, subalpine, and alpine zones; 6,100–11,000'.




  Comments: The plant was named for Asa Gray, a Harvard professor who was an eminent American botanist in the 19th century. He started the Harvard Herbarium, now called the Gray Herbarium, and he collected many plants in the American West.




  Similar plants: Though Gray’s Lovage resembles other carrot family plants in the park, it’s the only one with leaves that look almost exactly like Italian Flat-leaf Parsley. The leaves of non-native Poison Hemlock (Conium maculatum) are somewhat similar but are more lace-like, and its stems have distinctive purple blotches. The highly poisonous plant has been reported in the Wawona area.
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  MOUNTAIN SWEET-CICELY




  Osmorhiza berteroi (O. chilensis)




  Carrot family (Apiaceae)




  Description: The foliage of this slender perennial has a sweet, anise-like fragrance. The 1–3 erect stems, 1–4' tall, can be smooth, hairy, or bristly and are branched and leafy near the top. The leaf blades are 2–6" long and are divided into parts of 3. The thin, somewhat hairy leaflets are narrowly ovate to somewhat round, are less than 2½" long, and are coarsely toothed, cut, or lobed. The plant has several long-petioled basal leaves, and its short-petioled stem leaves are single, paired, or in a whorl of three. The loose compound umbels have 3–8 rays that end in small flowers with 5 greenish-white petals. The flowers mature into a narrow, densely bristly fruit that tapers toward the base.




  Flowering time: April–July




  Habitat/range: Shaded forest; mixed conifer and montane zones; 3,400–7,500'.




  Similar plants: Yosemite has three similar plants in the Osmorhiza genus. California Sweet-cicely (O. brachypoda) is the only one that has bractlets at the base of its umbellets (the secondary flower clusters). Both Mountain Sweet-cicely and California Sweet-cicely have greenish-white flowers and bristly fruit. The other species, Western Sweet-cicely (O. occidentalis), has yellowish flowers and smooth fruit, and it’s less common and more shrubby looking than the other two.
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  WESTERN COWBANE




  Oxypolis occidentalis




  Carrot family (Apiaceae)




  Description: This hairless, water-loving perennial is 2–5' tall and has a simple or few-branched stem. The basal leaf blades [inset] are oblong in outline, up to 1' long, and pinnately divided into 5–13 narrow to ovate leaflets. The leaflets are 1½–2½" long and have rounded to saw-like teeth. The few stem leaves have smaller leaflets and have an expanded sheath that clasps the stem. The compound umbels are flat topped to umbrella shaped, often have bracts at the base, and have 12–24 rays that end in umbrella-shaped clusters of many tiny flowers with 5 white petals. The small, oval fruit are flattened and have conspicuous ribs and wings.




  Flowering time: July–August




  Habitat/range: Lakes, streams, bogs, and meadows; mixed conifer, montane, and subalpine zones; 4,000–10,000'.




  Similar plants: Western Cowbane’s leaves are divided only once into leaflets and it grows in boggy places. Howell’s Yampah (Perideridia howellii) is uncommon in the park. It also grows in boggy places and its upper leaves are sometimes divided only once, but its lowest leaves are always divided twice. Brewer’s Angelica (Angelica breweri) and Gray’s Lovage (Ligusticum grayi) have leaves that are usually divided twice into leaflets, but they don’t grow in boggy areas, though they often grow along streambanks.




  [image: image]




  BOLANDER’S YAMPAH




  Perideridia bolanderi ssp. bolanderi




  Carrot family (Apiaceae)




  Description: Bolander’s Yampah is a slender, hairless perennial that’s 6-36" tall. Its basal leaves are 5–14" long and are pinnately divided 3 times into linear to thread-like ultimate divisions [inset]. The flower clusters are dense, round-topped compound umbels with 10–20 rays that terminate in delicate clusters of small flowers with 5 white petals. Both the umbels and umbellets have small, persistent bracts at the base. The small, oblong fruit have thread-like ribs.




  Flowering time: June–August




  Habitat/range: Mostly dry meadows, sometimes in seeps and along damp rock fissures; mixed conifer, montane, and subalpine zones; 2,800–8,500'.




  Comments: Yampah roots, with their sweet, nutty flavor, were an important food source for many Native American groups. Some groups used the seeds (similar to caraway seeds) as a seasoning. Blackfoot Indian kids dug up the roots and ate them as snacks when they got hungry during playtime.




  Similar plants: Poison Angelica (Angelica lineariloba) has similar leaves, but its flower clusters have no bracts at the base.
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  PARISH’S YAMPAH




  Perideridia parishii ssp. latifolia




  Carrot family (Apiaceae)




  Description: Parish’s Yampah is a slender, hairless perennial that’s 6–35" tall. Its basal leaves [inset] are 5–12" long and are usually divided into 3 linear to narrowly lanceolate leaflets that are 1–6" long. The inflorescence is a compound umbel with 5–20 rays of almost equal length. Each ray ends in a cluster of tiny flowers with 5 white petals. The small fruit are round to ovate and have thread-like ribs.




  Flowering time: July–September




  Habitat/range: Meadows and open conifer forests; mixed conifer, montane, subalpine, and alpine zones; 5,000–10,000'.




  Comments: Native Americans ate the sweet-tasting tuberous roots raw or cooked them in a fire pit. They also dried the roots and pounded them into a flour, which they used to make bread or soup.




  Similar plants: Parish’s Yampah is extremely difficult to distinguish from Lemmon’s Yampah (Perideridia lemmonii), and they often grow together. To tell them apart with any certainty, you’d need to examine a cross section of a fruit under magnification. Parish’s Yampah has 3 or 4 oil tubes between each rib. Lemmon’s Yampah has 1 oil tube between each rib. The oil tubes can be difficult to discern even under 10x magnification.
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  TALL SOCK-DESTROYER, FIELD HEDGE PARSLEY




  (non-native)




  Torilis arvensis




  Carrot family (Apiaceae)




  Description: This slender European annual, up to 3' tall, has a spreading or erect, branched stem with alternate leaves. The lower leaves, up to 8" long (including the petiole), are pinnately dissected 2 or 3 times and have coarsely toothed segments. The inflorescence is an open compound umbel of small flower clusters on long, slender rays. Each flower has 5 white, unequal petals. The small, oblong fruit are uniformly covered with tiny, straight, barb-tipped prickles that are about as long as the fruit is wide.




  Flowering time: April–July




  Habitat/range: Disturbed places; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 5,000'.




  Similar plants: Four similar carrot family plants grow in the park. Non-native Bur-chervil (Anthriscus caucalis) is the only one with fruit that have curved prickles. Native California Hedge Parsley (Yabea microcarpa) has straight prickles on its fruit, and it’s the only one of the four that has small, pinnately divided, leafy-looking bracts in its flower clusters. The other straight-prickled species, non-native Knotted Hedge Parsley (Torilis nodosa), sometimes called Short Sock-destroyer, has fruit with prickles only on the outer-facing surface.
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  INDIAN HEMP




  Apocynum cannabinum




  Dogbane family (Apocynaceae)




  Description: Indian Hemp is a hairless perennial, 1–4' tall, with stout, leafy stems that are branched above. The opposite, lanceolate to ovate leaves, 2–3" long, are sessile or have short petioles. Clusters of flowers grow at the stem end and from the upper leaf axils. The small, white, cylindric to urn-shaped flowers, less than ¼" long, have erect lobes. The fruit is a pendant pair of long, cylindric, often red-tinged pods that contain numerous seeds, each with a tuft of silky hairs that catch the wind.




  Flowering time: June–August




  Habitat/range: Damp to wet areas; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 6,600'.




  Comments: Indians used the long, tough fibers of the stems to make twine, thread, fishing line, bowstrings, nets, blankets, and baskets. In the Great Basin, Indians made large nets from Indian Hemp (and other fibers) to catch rabbits. The nets were 2–3' tall and could be over 300' long (some sources say as much as a mile long). The hunt was a communal effort, with neighboring groups working together, and included men, women, and children. One or more nets were set up near an area where rabbits lived; people formed a line and moved through the area, driving rabbits into the nets. Indian Hemp is poisonous; the genus name is Greek for “away from dog,” for a similar European plant’s ancient use as a dog poison.
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  COMMON YARROW




  Achillea millefolium




  Sunflower family (Asteraceae)




  Description: This highly aromatic perennial, 8–40" tall, has 1 or more stems that are branched near the top and are covered with soft-woolly hairs. The alternate, fern-like leaves are pinnately divided 2 or 3 times into narrow segments. The numerous small flower heads, in flat- to round-topped clusters, have 3–8 round, white ray flowers and several greenish to cream-colored disk flowers with bright yellow anthers.




  Flowering time: June–August




  Habitat/range: Many habitats; chaparral/oak-woodland, mixed conifer, montane, subalpine, and alpine zones; up to 12,200'.




  Comments: Achilles, the mythological Greek hero for whom the genus was named, was said to have saved the lives of many of his soldiers during the Trojan War by staunching their wounds with Common Yarrow. The legend has validity; lab experiments have verified that the plant contains an alkaloid that reduces the clotting time of blood.




  Similar plants: With its finely divided leaves and umbel-like flower heads, Common Yarrow could be mistaken for a member of the carrot family, from a certain distance. A closer look confirms that the small flower heads are made up of ray and disk flowers.
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  TRAIL PLANT




  Adenocaulon bicolor




  Sunflower family (Asteraceae)




  Description: This common perennial has slender, widely branched stems that are 1–3' long and are white-woolly below and glandular above. Most of the leaves grow on long, flexible stalks at the base of the plant. The triangular leaf blades are usually heart shaped at the base. They have wavy margins and are smooth and green on top and silver-woolly below. The flower heads, which grow at the tips of long branches in an open arrangement, have tightly packed, tiny, white disk flowers. The fruit (achenes) are club shaped, have stalked glands, and are up to ½" inch long.




  Flowering time: June–August




  Habitat/range: Moist, shaded woods and forests; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones, up to 6,000'.




  Comments: Trail Plant got its name from its bicolored leaves. When animals (including people) walk through patches of the plant, their feet can flip a leaf over and trample it upside down, revealing the silver underside. A silver leaf shows that someone has walked there, and its arrowhead shape indicates the direction of travel.
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  PEARLY EVERLASTING




  Anaphalis margaritacea




  Sunflower family (Asteraceae)




  Description: This aromatic perennial, up to 3½' tall, typically grows in large, crowded patches from rhizomes. The unbranched, usually solitary stem is densely covered with white-woolly, nonglandular hairs. The linear to lanceolate, sessile or clasping leaves are alternate along the length of the stem. The leaves have a conspicuous midvein and woolly hair, mostly on the underside, but sometimes on both surfaces. At the end of the stem is a dense, more or less dome-shaped cluster of small, round flower heads. Each flower head has many layers of pearl-white, papery phyllaries surrounding yellow disk flowers that turn brown with age.




  Flowering time: July–October




  Habitat/range: Open forest, meadow borders, roadsides, and disturbed places; mixed conifer, montane, and subalpine zones; 3,500–8,500'.




  Comments: Although the plants don’t actually last forever, the flowers keep a fresh look long after they’re dead, and they’re often used in floral arrangements. The plants have a delectable fragrance that’s been described as smelling like maple syrup, vanilla, butterscotch, and caramel.




  Similar plants: California Everlasting (Pseudognaphalium californicum) is quite similar, but it doesn’t grow in large, crowded patches and its stems have sticky glands.
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  ROSY PUSSY-TOES




  Antennaria rosea ssp. rosea




  Sunflower family (Asteraceae)




  Description: This mat-forming perennial has erect stems, 3–16" tall, and a network of stolons by which it spreads. The basal leaves, ¾–1½" long, are spoon shaped and woolly on both surfaces. Several small flower heads grow in a dense cluster at the stem end. The tips of the phyllaries can be pink, red, white, yellowish, or brownish, and they have no spots. Male and female flowers grow on separate plants, though most individuals are female.




  Flowering time: June–August




  Habitat/range: Woodland, meadow edges, and rocky areas; mixed conifer, montane, subalpine, and alpine zones; 4,000–11,500'.




  Similar plants: The leaves of almost identical Antennaria rosea ssp. confinis are no more than ¾" long. Flat-top Pussy-toes (A. corymbosa), possibly the most common Antennaria in the park, has white-tipped phyllaries with a dark spot toward the middle. Alpine Pussy-toes (A. media) has blackish-green phyllaries, and its longest leaves are more than ½" long; Beautiful Pussy-toes (A. pulchella) also has blackish-green phyllaries, but its leaves are less than ½" long. Brown Pussy-toes (A. umbrinella) is the only Antennaria in the park with a somewhat woody base. Silvery Pussy-toes (A. argentea) is the only Antennaria in the park that has no stolons and doesn’t form mats, and it’s the only one that grows only in the mixed conifer zone.




  [image: image]




  SOFT ROSINWEED




  Calycadenia mollis




  Sunflower family (Asteraceae)




  Description: Soft Rosinweed is a sticky annual with 1–6 wand-like, sometimes reddish stems, 11–35" long, that are soft-hairy at the base and glandular-hairy above. Its narrow, grayish-green leaves are up to 2¾" long and are covered with soft, appressed hairs. The flower heads are about ½" long. They have 2–10 disk flowers and 1–4 white, rose [inset], or yellow ray flowers. The tips of the rays have 3 lobes that are about the same size. The bracts beneath the flower heads have long, ciliate hairs and interesting little saucer-shaped tack glands.




  Flowering time: May–September




  Habitat/range: Dry, open meadows; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 5,000'.




  Comments: The Soft Rosinweed populations in the Yosemite area seem to have mostly white-flowered plants with a scattering of rose-flowered plants mixed in.




  Similar plants: Sticky Rosinweed (Calycadenia multiglandulosa), which looks a lot like Soft Rosinweed, is rarely encountered in the park. Its ray flowers also have 3 lobes at the tip, but the middle lobe is noticeably smaller than the outer 2 lobes. Like Soft Rosinweed, its ray flowers can be white, yellow, or rose.
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  SIERRA PINCUSHION




  Chaenactis alpigena




  Sunflower family (Asteraceae)




  Description: This low-growing, matted perennial is less than 3" tall and is easily overlooked. The gray-green to mint-green leaves are densely white-woolly, somewhat fan shaped in outline, and variously lobed. The woolly flower stalks, which rise slightly above the leaves or lie along the ground, end in a single flower head, about ½" long. Each flower head has narrow, pointed, woolly phyllaries and cream-colored disk flowers. When the flowers are mature, they have extended magenta anthers that are fused around a 2-branched style. The anthers and style are the “pins” in the pincushion.




  Flowering time: July–August




  Habitat/range: Open, sandy or gravelly slopes and flats; subalpine and alpine zones; 9,000–11,800'.




  Comments: People who hike the gravelly granite slopes and flats in the Yosemite high country are likely to walk by patches of Sierra Pincushion without noticing them, even if they’re searching for plants. The woolly-gray foliage makes the plants blend in perfectly with granitic gravel. They’re much easier to spot in less granitic habitats (like in the photo above). Good places to look for the plants are in gravelly areas on Mount Watkins and along the upper part of the Mount Hoffmann trail.
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  DUSTY-MAIDENS




  Chaenactis douglasii var. douglasii




  Sunflower family (Asteraceae)




  Description: This biennial or perennial has erect to spreading stems, up to 1¼' long, that are densely gray-woolly initially and become less so with age. The stem is usually branched above, and each branch ends with a flower head. The alternate, fern-like, glandular stem leaves are 2 or 3 times pinnately divided into thick, narrow, curled segments. The leaves are woolly when they’re young, become smoother with age, and get smaller upward. The basal leaves are usually much larger than the stem leaves and are sometimes withered when the flowers are in bloom. The flat-topped flower heads are about ⅝" long and have a glandular cup of unequal phyllaries. The numerous white to pinkish disk flowers often have extended anthers fused around a style with 2 linear branches.




  Flowering time: May–August




  Habitat/range: Open, sandy, gravelly, or rocky areas; mixed conifer, montane, and subalpine zones; 3,000–9,900'.




  Comments: The woolly, cobwebby hairs on the stems and leaves give the plant its dusty look. The plant was valued medicinally by several North American Indian tribes, who used it to alleviate a variety of conditions, but especially to treat skin problems.
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  DINNERPLATE THISTLE, MEADOW THISTLE




  Cirsium scariosum var. americanum




  Sunflower family (Asteraceae)




  Description: This stemless, taprooted perennial or biennial native thistle has a dense basal rosette of oblong, spiny, sometimes deeply divided leaves that are up to 1¼' long and are often persistently cobwebby-woolly toward the base. One to many flower heads, with white to cream-colored disk flowers, are nestled in the center of the rosette of leaves. The flower heads are about 1" wide, and there is often only a single flower head in full bloom, alongside others that are fading or just beginning to develop.




  Flowering time: July–August




  Habitat/range: Moist places in the open, usually on slopes and at meadow edges; montane, subalpine, and alpine zones; 7,500–11,000'.




  Comments: This species is extremely variable. Our variety has no stem, but others have a stem that’s up to 3' tall, and some have bright, colorful flowers. According to Jepson eFlora (2020), “Past taxonomic treatments have variably recognized members of this complex as multiple species, some as subspecies and/or varieties or have merged all or most variants into a single polymorphic sp. with extraordinary variability.” Botany, like most things in life, is a work in progress; “needs more study” is a common phrase in botanical literature.
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  HORSEWEED




  Erigeron canadensis (Conyza canadensis)




  Sunflower family (Asteraceae)




  Description: Horseweed is an invasive annual that’s native throughout most of North and Central America and is becoming naturalized in Europe, Asia, and Australia. The erect, sparsely hairy stem is up to 5' tall and is much branched throughout the upper half. The alternate, slender, sessile leaves, up to 4" long and less than ½" wide, are rough-hairy, are sometimes minutely toothed, and grow in a distinctive spiral up the stem, often looking as though they’re whorled. The lower leaves tend to wither as the plant matures. The many small flower heads, which grow in panicle-like clusters, have 7–13 yellow disk flowers and 20–45 white or pale pink ray flowers that are often inconspicuous.




  Flowering time: all year




  Habitat/range: Disturbed places; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 7,500'.




  Comments: Horseweed is commonly considered a weed since it infests fields, meadows, gardens, and roadsides throughout its native range. A vigorous fire follower, it rapidly invades areas cleared of vegetation by fire. Erigeron in Greek means “early old man,” in reference to the fact that some early blooming species in the genus already have white, whiskery seed heads in early spring.
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  CUT-LEAVED DAISY




  Erigeron compositus




  Sunflower family (Asteraceae)




  Description: This tufted perennial, 1–6" tall, has unbranched stems and herbage that’s densely glandular and sometimes sparsely covered with bristly hairs. The leaves are mostly basal and are up to 2½" long, including the long petiole. The leaf blades are divided several times in a fan-like manner into multiple segments. The alternate stem leaves, if any, are small and are usually undivided. The flower heads, up to ¾" wide, grow solitary at the stem ends. They can have yellow disk flowers only [inset] or yellow disk flowers and 30–60 white (sometimes pale pink) ray flowers. The rough-hairy, minutely glandular, bell-shaped involucre has more or less equal phyllaries with purple tips.




  Flowering time: July–August




  Habitat/range: Open, rocky areas and fellfields; subalpine and alpine zones; 9,500–12,500'.




  Comments: Cut-leaved Daisy is common in alpine fellfields throughout the park, and plants that have ray flowers are just about as common as those that don’t.




  Similar plants: When it has ray flowers, Cut-leaved Daisy looks a lot like Rambling Daisy (Erigeron vagus), but Rambling Daisy’s leaves have 3 lobes at the tip rather than multiple fan-like segments.
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  COULTER’S DAISY




  Erigeron coulteri




  Sunflower family (Asteraceae)




  Description: Coulter’s Daisy is a showy perennial, 8–26" tall, with a leafy stem that’s hairless at the bottom and sparsely hairy toward the top. The lanceolate to oblong, petioled basal leaves, 2–5" long, are hairy and sometimes have 2–6 pairs of shallow teeth. The alternate, clasping stem leaves are a bit smaller. The unbranched or few-branched stem has 1–4 flower heads that are about 2" wide. Each flower head has many yellow disk flowers and 45–140 white ray flowers. The bell-shaped involucre [inset] has somewhat equal, minutely glandular phyllaries with spreading hairs that have distinctive black markings at the base.




  Flowering time: July–August




  Habitat/range: Streambanks and wet meadows; montane, subalpine, and alpine zones; 7,000–11,000'.




  Similar plants: Non-native Ox-eye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare) has similar flower heads, but its lower leaves have deeply scalloped margins and it grows in disturbed areas. Wandering Daisy (Erigeron glacialis) grows in the same habitat and vegetation zones. It sometimes has flower heads with white ray flowers, which could cause it to be confused with Coulter’s Daisy, but Wandering Daisy’s phyllaries are densely glandular and they have no hairs with black markings.
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  SHORT-RAYED DAISY




  Erigeron lonchophyllus (Trimorpha lonchophylla)




  Sunflower family (Asteraceae)




  Description: This dainty composite grows in moist meadows, where it’s often hidden among taller grasses. Its stems, 1½–8" tall, are covered with stiff, spreading, white hairs that give them a bristly appearance. The basal leaves, about 1" long or less, are narrowly oblanceolate, have smooth margins, and taper to long petioles. The alternate, linear stem leaves are sometimes longer than the basal leaves. Each stem usually has several flower heads, less than ⅜" wide, with numerous yellow disk flowers and 70–130 tiny, white to pale pink ray flowers. The nonglandular, hairy phyllaries are overlapping and purple tipped, and the flower heads don’t always seem to open fully.




  Flowering time: July–August




  Habitat/range: Damp meadows and other moist places; subalpine zone; 8,200–10,500'.




  Comments: This diminutive plant often grows on alkaline ground, such as the grassy borders of the paths around the Soda Springs area in Tuolumne Meadows.




  Similar plants: Somewhat similar English Daisy (Bellis perennis) is a non-native annual that grows in lawns around developments at lower elevations; it has fully open flower heads, more than ½" wide, and oval leaf blades with shallowly toothed margins.
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  RAMBLING DAISY




  Erigeron vagus




  Sunflower family (Asteraceae)




  Description: Rambling Daisy is a charming, compact perennial that’s only 1–2" tall. It has hairy, unbranched, sometimes glandular stems. The spoon-shaped leaves, which are crowded toward the base of the plant, are densely soft-white-hairy, are minutely glandular, and have 3 rounded lobes at the tip. The alternate stem leaves, if any, are much smaller. The flower heads, which grow solitary at the stem ends, have many yellow disk flowers and 25–35 white to pale pink ray flowers with rays that are up to ¼" long. The bell-shaped involucre has hairy, minutely glandular phyllaries that are green on the lower half and purplish on the upper half.




  Flowering time: July–August




  Habitat/range: Talus, scree slopes, and fellfields; alpine zone; 11,000–13,000'.




  Comments: Rambling Daisy has been reported from only a few locations in the park, such as the ridge above Gaylor Lakes, on Mount Gibbs, and along the northwest side of Mount Dana.




  Similar plants: When Cut-leaved Daisy (Erigeron compositus) has ray flowers, it looks a lot like Rambling Daisy, but the leaves of Cut-leaved Daisy are divided several times in a fan-like manner into multiple segments.
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  WHITE-FLOWERED HAWKWEED




  Hieracium albiflorum




  Sunflower family (Asteraceae)




  Description: White-flowered Hawkweed is a perennial with a slender stem that’s up to 2½' tall. The stem is unbranched and long-hairy toward the base and is loosely branched and mostly hairless toward the top. The coarsely long-hairy, alternate leaves are 3–5½" long. Most of the leaves are crowded at the base of the stem and sometimes look like a loose rosette. The leaves are oblong or oblanceolate, are occasionally purplish, and sometimes have a few teeth. Several to many small flower heads, a little less than ½" wide, grow in loose clusters at the branch tips. Each flower head has 15–30 white ray flowers. The squared-off tips of the rays have 5 tiny, pointed lobes.




  Flowering time: June–August




  Habitat/range: Dry, open or shaded forest; chaparral/oak-woodland, mixed conifer, montane, and subalpine zones; up to 9,000'.




  Comments: White-flowered Hawkweed is a leggy, weedy-looking native plant that’s widespread and common throughout the western United States, Canada, and Alaska. The small, white ray flowers have a tidy appearance with their squared-off, 5-lobed tips. Hawkweeds have a milky sap that Native Americans used to make chewing gum.
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  OX-EYE DAISY




  (non-native)




  Leucanthemum vulgare




  Sunflower family (Asteraceae)




  Description: Ox-eye Daisy, a Eurasian native perennial, is considered by some to be the quintessential daisy. Its stem is up to 3' tall and is sometimes branched above. The alternate, long-petioled lower leaves are up to 5" long, are broader at the tip, and are deeply scalloped or toothed along the margins. The smaller, clasping stem leaves are sometimes toothed. The solitary flower head is up to 3" wide and has many yellow disk flowers and 15–30 white ray flowers. The leathery, lanceolate, overlapping phyllaries have reddish margins.




  Flowering time: June–August




  Habitat/range: Meadows and grassy disturbed areas near present or historic habitation sites; mixed conifer zone; 3,700–4,600'.




  Similar plants: Non-native Mayweed (Anthemis cotula), has similar large flower heads, but its leaves are finely divided and fern-like. Non-native Prairie Fleabane (Erigeron strigosus) [inset] is much branched toward the top, has smaller flower heads, and has 60–119 ray flowers. Like Ox-eye Daisy, Mayweed and Prairie Fleabane do not grow above the mixed conifer zone. The leaves of native Coulter’s Daisy (Erigeron coulteri) have smooth margins or a few scattered teeth, and it grows from the montane zone up into the alpine zone.
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  WOOLLY DESERT-DANDELION




  Malacothrix floccifera




  Sunflower family (Asteraceae)




  Description: This appealing annual has 1–8 erect or ascending, simple or branched stems, up to 16" long, and herbage that’s often reddish. The fleshy lower leaves are up to 3" long, are oblong to oblanceolate, are pinnately toothed or lobed, and form somewhat of a rosette. The alternate stem leaves are smaller and are sometimes toothed or lobed. The leaf lobes often have tufts of white hair on the upper surface. The flower heads, which grow in loose clusters, have 20–60 ray flowers that are up to ⅝" long. The rays are solid white, white with yellow bases, or occasionally all yellow, and they often have a broad purplish strip on the lower surface. The phyllaries are in 2 or 3 series, and the outer phyllaries are about half as long as the inner phyllaries. The fruit is a ribbed achene with deciduous bristles.




  Flowering time: April–August




  Habitat/range: Open areas in loose soil of burns, slides, and road cuts; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 6,500'.




  Comments: This plant is uncommon in the park. It has been reported along Wawona Road, Snow Creek Trail, and Yosemite Falls Trail, but it’s much more common in the barren, often serpentine soil of road cuts along Highway 49 in the foothills west of the park.
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  CALIFORNIA EVERLASTING




  Pseudognaphalium californicum




  (Gnaphalium californicum)




  Sunflower family (Asteraceae)




  Description: The green stem of this annual to perennial is 1–3' tall, branched above, and strongly aromatic. The lower leaves are up to 6" long and are oblong-lanceolate. The stem leaves become smaller toward the top and have a sessile base that extends down along the stem. The glandular leaves are sometimes whitish when young but are green at maturity. The small flower heads, in clusters at the branch tips, have pearl-white phyllaries that become straw colored and shiny with age. The yellowish disk flowers are often inconspicuous.




  Flowering time: April–July




  Habitat/range: Dry areas; chaparral/oak woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 4,000'.




  Similar plants: Three related plants in the park differ in that they have white-woolly herbage throughout their lives. Lowland Everlasting (Gnaphalium palustre) is the smallest (under 1' tall), and the only one with woolly flower heads nestled in leafy bracts that extend beyond the heads. Small-flowered Everlasting (P. stramineum, previously G. stramineum) has clasping stem leaves and flower heads in a tight spherical cluster at the top of each stem. The stem leaves of White Everlasting (P. thermale, previously G. canescens ssp. thermale) are sessile, but not clasping, and its flower heads grow in clusters at the branch tips.
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  OREGON ASTER




  Sericocarpus oregonensis ssp. californicus (Aster oregonensis ssp. californicus)




  Sunflower family (Asteraceae)




  Description: Oregon Aster is a leggy perennial with hairy stems, up to 3½' tall, that are branched toward the top. The basal and lowest stem leaves wither early. The rest of the stem leaves, up to 3" long and less than ½" wide, are oblanceolate to oblong and are rough to the touch above and rough and somewhat glandular below. The flower heads, which grow in tight clusters at the branch ends, have 9–20 white disk flowers with purplish anthers and 2–6 white ray flowers with rays that are up to ¼" long. The distinctive shingled phyllaries are in 3 or 4 series and are white to cream colored with green tips.




  Flowering time: July–September




  Habitat/range: Dry to moist, sandy soils in open areas; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 5,000'.




  Comments: This is one of many composite plants that used to be in the Aster genus. A 1994 study of plants assigned to the Aster genus revealed that Eurasian members of the group are substantially different from North American members. By rules of scientific nomenclature, the Eurasian plants, which were named long before the North American plants, kept the Aster genus name, and about 180 North American plants were assigned to other genera.
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  GRAY CHICKENSAGE




  Sphaeromeria cana




  Sunflower family (Asteraceae)




  Description: This subshrub has many erect stems that are up to 2' tall and are branched throughout. Its gray-green, gland-dotted herbage has a sage-like odor. Its alternate leaves are up to 1½" long and are covered with fine, gray, silky or woolly hairs. The upper leaves are linear-oblong, and most of the lower leaves are divided into 3 or 4 linear lobes. The flower heads grow at the branch ends in small, crowded clusters. Each head has 10–12 pale, woolly-hairy phyllaries in 2 or 3 series and 30–60 cream-colored disk flowers that have soft-hairy corolla lobes. The flower heads turn brown as they age.




  Flowering time: July–August




  Habitat/range: Dry, rocky ledges and crevices in cliffs; subalpine and alpine zones; 9,000–12,000'.




  Comments: If you climb Mount Dana, Mount Gibbs, or the Dana Plateau, you might encounter this attractive plant. Or you can simply drive to the east side of Tioga Pass and find it growing on rocky ledges below most of the scenic view parking areas.
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  SIERRA CAT’S-EYE




  Cryptantha nubigena




  Borage or Waterleaf family (Boraginaceae)




  Description: Sierra Cat’s-eye is a hardy perennial with several erect to ascending stems, up to 1' long, and herbage that’s densely covered with long, bristly hairs. The plant has alternate stem leaves and usually has several leaf rosettes at the base. The basal leaves are narrowly oblanceolate to spoon shaped. The small flowers are clustered in a somewhat ball-shaped head and have a corolla with 5 white lobes and a yellow center. The fruit is a set of 4 small nutlets.




  Flowering time: July–August




  Habitat/range: Moraines, fellfields, and scree slopes; subalpine and alpine zones; 9,800–12,500'.




  Similar plants: There are about ten species of Cryptantha in Yosemite, and they’re very difficult to tell apart. It’s also difficult to distinguish plants in the Cryptantha genus from plants in the closely related Plagiobothrys genus. For many of the plants, identification requires microscopic examination of features on the tiny nutlets when they’re dry. Most plants in the two genera are under a foot tall, are bristly-hairy, and have coiled inflorescences. Sierra Cat’s-eye is the only biennial/perennial Cryptantha or Plagiobothrys species that grows in the park, and it’s the only one that’s easy to identify, with its ball-shaped flower clusters and high-elevation habitat. The annual species grow in various habitats below the alpine zone.
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  DWARF HESPEROCHIRON




  Hesperochiron pumilus




  Borage or Waterleaf family (Boraginaceae)




  Description: This low-growing, stemless perennial has a rosette of 2–10 basal leaves that are up to 3" long. The oblong to oblanceolate leaf blades have ciliate margins and taper to a petiole. The leaves can be sparsely hairy above but are hairless below. The plant has 1–8 flowers, each on its own slender stalk that’s up to 2½" long. The flowers have 5 (or 6) usually unequal stamens and a white, wheel-shaped to shallowly bowl-shaped corolla, about ½" wide, with 5 (or 6) rounded lobes and netted purple veins. The corolla is partially fused at the base and has a yellow throat with long, soft hairs.




  Flowering time: June–July




  Habitat/range: Wet meadows and moist slopes and flats; mixed conifer and montane zones; 5,000–8,700'.




  Comments: The Hesperochiron genus contains only two species. The first part of the genus name was derived from the Greek word hesperos, which means western or evening, in reference to the fact that both species grow only in western states.




  Similar plants: California Hesperochiron (Hesperochiron californicus) has been reported in the park and looks much like Dwarf Hesperochiron. However, its flowers have funnel- to bell-shaped corollas, and its leaves are usually hairy on both surfaces.
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  VARIABLE-LEAVED NEMOPHILA




  Nemophila heterophylla




  Borage or Waterleaf family (Boraginaceae)




  Description: This common annual has slender, hairy, sometimes branched stems that are up to 1¾" long. Its opposite lower leaves are pinnately divided into 5–7 well-separated divisions. The uppermost leaves have 0–5 lobes and are alternate, though some plants lack alternate upper leaves. The long-stalked flowers grow from the leaf axils. The soft-hairy calyx has 5 lance-ovate lobes and small, reflexed appendages between the lobes. The 5 white, partially fused petals form a bell-shaped corolla that’s less than ½" wide.




  Flowering time: March–July




  Habitat/range: Partly shady slopes; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 5,000'.




  Comments: Nemophila comes from Greek words that mean grove and love, for the shady habitat of many species in the genus; heterophylla refers to the variability of the plant’s leaves.




  Similar plants: Sierra Nemophila (N. spatulata) and Meadow Nemophila (N. pedunculata) have flowers that look much like those of Variable-leaved Nemophila, but both plants grow in mostly flat, moist to muddy places and have opposite leaves only. If you find a white-flowered nemophila growing on a somewhat dry slope and the plant’s leaves are all opposite, it’s probably a Variable-leaved Nemophila without alternate upper leaves.
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  MEADOW NEMOPHILA




  Nemophila pedunculata




  Borage or Waterleaf family (Boraginaceae)




  Description: Meadow Nemophila is a low-growing annual with fleshy stems that often trail along the ground. Its herbage is nearly hairless to sparsely bristly-hairy. The leaves, all of which are opposite, are oblong to ovate in outline and are deeply divided into 5–9 lobes. The long-stalked flowers grow from the leaf axils. The 5-lobed calyx has distinctive reflexed appendages between the lobes. The 5-lobed, bell-shaped, white corolla is less than ½" wide, has noticeable purplish veins, and usually has dark purple dots or lavender spots.




  Flowering time: April–August




  Habitat/range: Damp, mostly flat, somewhat shaded areas; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 4,300'.




  Similar plants: Sierra Nemophila (N. spatulata) [inset] also has opposite leaves only, and it grows in flat, moist to muddy places, but its leaves are spoon shaped or spatula shaped and have only 3–5 somewhat shallowly divided lobes, most of which are triangular shaped. Variable-leaved Nemophila (N. heterophylla) has alternate upper leaves, but the upper leaves are sometimes missing. Its habitat sets it apart from Meadow and Sierra Nemophila; it grows in drier places, usually on somewhat shady slopes.
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  LITTLE COMBSEED




  Pectocarya pusilla




  Borage or Waterleaf family (Boraginaceae)




  Description: Little Combseed is an inconspicuous, slender annual with an ascending to erect stem, 7–16" long, that has stiff, appressed hairs and is sometimes branched toward the base. Its linear to narrowly oblong leaves are up to 1½" long and have stiff, more or less appressed hairs on both surfaces. The lower leaves are opposite and fused at the base, and the upper leaves are alternate. The tiny flowers, which grow solitary from leaf axils, have a short, curved stalk and 5 narrow, spreading sepals with hook-tipped hairs. The white corolla has 5 rounded lobes and a shallow tube. The fruit [inset] is a set of 4 radially arranged, spreading nutlets that are diamond or kite shaped and are covered with hooked hairs.




  Flowering time: March–June




  Habitat/range: Dry, sparsely vegetated places in grasslands and chaparral; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 6,000'.




  Similar plants: This plant is similar to cat’s-eye (Cryptantha) and popcornflower (Plagiobothrys) species. However, cat’s-eye and popcornflower nutlets are compact and are mostly concealed, unlike the readily visible, spreading nutlets of combseed plants. Northern Combseed (Pectocarya penicillata) may grow in the park, though it hasn’t been reported yet. Its nutlets are elongated and are arranged in 2 distinct pairs.
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  KAWEAH RIVER PHACELIA




  Phacelia egena




  Borage or Waterleaf family (Boraginaceae)




  Description: This common perennial has mostly basal leaves, has several branched stems, up to 2' long, and has short hairs throughout. The basal leaves are 2–10" long and are pinnately divided or dissected into 5–11 leaflets or segments that are themselves undivided and unlobed. Numerous flowers grow in one-sided, coiling inflorescences at the branch ends. The 5 calyx lobes are linear to oblanceolate and don’t overlap each other when the fruit has developed. The cream to white, bell-shaped, 5-lobed corolla is up to ⅜" long.




  Flowering time: April–August




  Habitat/range: Dry, open areas; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 6,000'.




  Similar plants: Imbricate Phacelia (P. imbricata var. imbricata) and Variable-leaved Phacelia (P. heterophylla) are the only other phacelias in the park with basal leaves that have numerous leaflets or segments that are undivided and unlobed. Variable-leaved Phacelia is distinct in that its coiling flower clusters encircle the entire upper stem. Imbricate Phacelia’s inflorescences are similar to those of Kaweah River Phacelia, but its calyx lobes are broader (broadly lanceolate to ovate), and they overlap each other when the fruit has developed. Imbricate Phacelia grows around El Portal and has been reported in Yosemite Valley and in the Wawona area, but it’s mostly a foothill species.
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  TIMBERLINE PHACELIA, COMPACT PHACELIA




  Phacelia hastata var. compacta




  Borage or Waterleaf family (Boraginaceae)




  Description: Timberline Phacelia is a perennial with several reclining to ascending stems, 2–10" long, that are sometimes glandular. Its gray-green herbage is covered with fine, silvery, bristly hairs. Most of the leaves grow in tufts at the base of the plant, and they’re rarely lobed or compound, though they can have 1 or 2 pairs of lobes or 2 leaflets toward the base of the blade. The leaves have prominent veins and a lanceolate to widely elliptic blade that tapers to a narrow petiole. Numerous flowers grow in 1-sided, coiled inflorescences toward the stem ends. The linear to lanceolate calyx lobes are often purplish, are usually glandular, and have long, stiff, white hairs. The urn- to bell-shaped corolla is up to ¼" long and has 5 fused, white or pale lavender petals that become dirty white with age. The stamens and style extend well beyond the corolla lobes.




  Flowering time: July–September




  Habitat/range: Dry, rocky places; montane, subalpine, and alpine zones; 7,000–13,000'.




  Similar plants: Changeable Phacelia (Phacelia mutabilis) is the only other perennial/biennial phacelia in the park with leaves that are unlobed or few lobed toward the base of the blade. Unlike Timberline Phacelia, many of its basal leaves are withered when the plant is in bloom, leaving mostly stem leaves, and its stems are up to 24" long.




  [image: image]




  VARIABLE-LEAVED PHACELIA




  Phacelia heterophylla var. virgata




  Borage or Waterleaf family (Boraginaceae)




  Description: This distinctive biennial or perennial has mostly basal leaves and usually has a single central stem that’s 8"–4' tall, though it occasionally has several shorter lateral stems. Its herbage is densely covered with short, soft or bristly hairs. The basal leaves, which often form a rosette, are up to 6" long and are lanceolate to ovate in outline. The leaves are pinnately dissected into 5–7 leaflets, and the terminal leaflet is larger than the lateral leaflets. The upper leaves are much reduced and can have a few lobes. The distinctive elongated inflorescence has many dense, coiling flower clusters that encircle the stalk. The linear to linear-oblong calyx lobes are covered with yellowish-green hairs. The white to pale lavender, bell-shaped corolla is up to ¼" long, and the stamens and style extend well beyond the corolla lobes.




  Flowering time: May–July




  Habitat/range: Dry, open slopes and flats; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 5,000'.




  Comments: Phacelia flower buds grow along one side of a coiled stalk. The flowers begin to open when the inflorescence is tightly coiled, and the flowers at the base of the stalk open first. As the coil unwinds, the next buds in line open at the “new” top of the coil, where pollinators can more easily find them.
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  BRANCHING PHACELIA




  Phacelia ramosissima




  Borage or Waterleaf family (Boraginaceae)




  Description: Branching Phacelia is uncommon in the park. It’s a woody-based perennial with several sprawling to ascending, profusely branched stems that are 1½–3½' long. Its herbage is finely grayish-hairy to bristly throughout and sometimes glandular. The leaves are up to 6" long, are oblong to broadly ovate in outline, and are pinnately compound, with several toothed or lobed leaflets. The flowers are nearly sessile in dense, short, coiled clusters at the branch ends. The densely glandular-bristly calyx has 5 spatula-shaped lobes, and the dirty-white or bluish corolla is about ⅜" wide. The 5 rounded lobes of the corolla spread outward, making the face of the corolla look like a flat disk. The stamens protrude well beyond the corolla.




  Flowering time: May–August




  Habitat/range: Open, somewhat moist, often rocky areas; mixed conifer zone; 4,900–6,800'.




  Similar plants: Caterpillar Phacelia (Phacelia cicutaria var. cicutaria) also has bristly foliage, pinnately divided leaves, and dirty-white flowers, but its stems are erect (or lean against rocky banks), they aren’t profusely branched, and they’re not woody at the base. Caterpillar Phacelia has been reported to grow in the Merced River Canyon nearly up into Yosemite Valley, but it grows mostly west of the park and is widespread and common in the Sierra Nevada foothills.
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  RUSTY POPCORNFLOWER




  Plagiobothrys nothofulvus




  Borage or Waterleaf family (Boraginaceae)




  Description: Rusty Popcornflower is an annual with branching, mostly erect stems that are 8–26" long and have sharp, spreading hairs that make them rough to the touch. Its oblanceolate, sparsely hairy basal leaves are 1–4" long, grow in a rosette, and are pointed at the tip. The alternate stem leaves are linear or lanceolate. The flowers grow in a coiled cluster and open from the bottom upward as the coil unwinds. The 5 calyx lobes have dense, tawny hairs, and the small, 5-lobed corolla is white with a ring of pale to bright yellow appendages at the center.




  Flowering time: March–May




  Habitat/range: Grasslands and open woodlands; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 5,000'.




  Similar plants: With its leaf rosette and the tawny hairs on its calyx, Rusty Popcornflower is fairly easy to recognize. The rest of the plants in the Plagiobothrys genus (the popcornflowers) and most of the plants in the closely related Cryptantha genus (the cat’s-eyes) can be identified to species only by a careful magnified or microscopic examination of features on their tiny nutlets when they’re fully developed.




  
[image: image]





  MOUSE-EAR CRESS




  (non-native)




  Arabidopsis thaliana




  Mustard family (Brassicaceae)




  Description: This annual has 1 or more erect stems and is 2–16" tall. Its oblanceolate, hairy basal leaves are up to 1½" long, form a rosette, and are sometimes minutely toothed. The alternate stem leaves are smaller. The flowers, which grow on slender stalks near the top of the plant, have 4 sepals and 4 white, unnotched petals that are less than ¼" long. The cylindric fruit are about ½" long.




  Flowering time: April–July




  Habitat/range: Open, grassy, disturbed areas; mixed conifer zone; 4,000–5,300'.




  Comments: Mouse-ear Cress is native to Eurasia and Africa and has become naturalized throughout the world. It has also become the most widely used model organism in plant biology, due (in part) to its small size, fast growth cycle, and small genome size. In the year 2000, it became the first plant to have its genome fully sequenced.




  Similar plants: Spring Whitlow-grass (Draba verna) [inset], a common, early blooming non-native, has a basal leaf rosette and is similar in several other respects, but its 4 white petals are deeply notched and its tiny, somewhat flattened fruit are football shaped. Rockcresses (Boechera species) look similar, but their fruit are somewhat flattened rather than cylindric.
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  YOSEMITE ROCKCRESS




  Boechera repanda (Arabis repanda)




  Mustard family (Brassicaceae)




  Description: Yosemite Rockcress is a biennial with stout stems that are 16–28" long and are covered with star-shaped hairs. The obovate to spatula-shaped basal leaves are up to 3" long, have rounded teeth and wavy margins, and are mostly in a rosette. The lower stem leaves usually have a winged petiole. The inflorescence has 7–25 flowers with 4 sepals and 4 white petals that are up to ¼" long. The fruit (siliques) [inset] are up to 5¼" long, are ⅛–³/₁₆" wide, and are spreading and ascending and almost always curved.




  Flowering time: June–August




  Habitat/range: Dry forests in partial shade; mixed conifer, montane, and subalpine zones; 3,900–10,200'.




  Similar plants: Yosemite Rockcress is one of four rockcress species in the park with ascending but not completely erect fruit. Davidson’s Rockcress (B. davidsonii, previously Arabis davidsonii) and Spreading Rockcress (B. divaricarpa, previously A. x divaricarpa) can have spreading or ascending fruit, but their mature fruit are narrower, less than ⅛" wide. Pioneer Rockcress (B. platysperma, previously A. platysperma) has mature fruit that can grow up to ¼" wide; its fruit have wavy margins and are straight or only slightly curved.
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  REFLEXED ROCKCRESS




  Boechera retrofracta




  (Arabis holboellii var. retrofracta)




  Mustard family (Brassicaceae)




  Description: This biennial or perennial has a single stem that grows from the center of each basal leaf rosette. Its basal leaves, up to 2" long, are densely hairy and are sometimes shallowly toothed. The stem leaves have 2 lobes at the base. The inflorescence [inset] has 15–140 flowers with 4 sepals and 4 white to pale lavender petals, about ¼" long. The fruit stalk is mostly straight and points downward, and the fruit are usually straight and tend to grow toward one side of the stem.




  Flowering time: May–August




  Habitat/range: Rock outcrops, open hillsides, and sandy banks; mixed conifer, montane, subalpine, and alpine zones; 3,000–10,500'.




  Similar plants: This is one of four rockcresses in the park with fruit that hang downward. Dropseed Rockcress (B. pendulocarpa, previously Arabis holboellii var. pendulocarpa) is the only one in the group that has stem leaves with no lobes at the base. Bristly-leaved Rockcress (B. rectissima, previously A. rectissima) is the only one in the group with a stem that’s mostly hairless from top to bottom. The last of the group, Woodland Rockcress (B. pinetorum, previously A. holboellii var. pinetorum) is much like Reflexed Rockcress, but the stalk of its fruit is arched rather than straight and its fruit are often curved rather than straight.
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  DRUMMOND’S ROCKCRESS




  Boechera stricta (Arabis drummondii)




  Mustard family (Brassicaceae)




  Description: This biennial or short-lived perennial has 1 to several stems, 12–35" long. Its oblanceolate lower leaves, up to 3½" long, are slightly hairy. The sessile stem leaves are oblanceolate, have 2 lobes at the base, and are usually hairless toward the top of the stem. The stem leaves overlap and conceal the lower stem. The inflorescence [inset] has numerous flowers with 4 sepals and 4 milky-white petals that are about ⅜" long. The slightly lumpy, narrow fruit (siliques) are 1½–4" long, are distinctly erect, and more or less hug the stem.




  Flowering time: June–July




  Habitat/range: Gravelly slopes; subalpine and alpine zones; 8,700–11,500'.




  Similar plants: This is one of four rockcresses in the park that have completely erect fruit. Howell’s Rockcress (B. howellii, previously Arabis platysperma var. howellii) is the only one in the group with mature fruit that can be more than ¼" wide, and its fruit have wavy margins. Lyall’s Rockcress (B. lyallii, previously A. lyallii var. lyallii) and Small-flowered Rockcress (B. paupercula, previously A. lyallii var. nubigena) have lavender to purplish flowers, and their lower stem leaves don’t conceal the stem. The basal leaves of Lyall’s Rockcress are hairless except sometimes along the margins. The basal leaves of Small-flowered Rockcress are densely hairy on both surfaces.
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  SHEPHERD’S PURSE




  (non-native)




  Capsella bursa­pastoris




  Mustard family (Brassicaceae)




  Description: Shepherd’s Purse is an annual or biennial with an erect to ascending, sometimes branched stem that’s 5–20" long. Its hairy basal leaves are 1–3" long, are unlobed to deeply lobed, and form a rosette. The sessile or clasping stem leaves are shaped like narrow arrowheads and have 2 lobes at the base. The inflorescence, which becomes elongated with age, has many flowers with 4 sepals and 4 white petals that are less than ¼" long. The flattened, hairless fruit (silicles) are heart shaped.




  Flowering time: February–October




  Habitat/range: Disturbed areas; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 7,000'.




  Comments: The seedpods of this European native are shaped like leather purses that shepherds used to carry. The plant has become a common roadside weed throughout much of North America. It grows in Yosemite Valley, near Wawona, and around El Portal. Its tiny black seeds, when moistened, secrete a thick, sticky substance that attracts and engulfs tiny creatures in the soil and leaf litter. Some scientists believe that the seeds might be able to extract nutrients from the creatures, which would enable Shepherd’s Purse to grow in nutrient-poor soils where not much else can grow.
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  CALIFORNIA MILKMAIDS




  Cardamine californica




  Mustard family (Brassicaceae)




  Description: This plant is a mostly hairless perennial with 1 or 2 erect, unbranched stems, 8–25" tall. The basal leaves, which arise from the rhizome, are simple or divided into 3 or 5 broad leaflets, the terminal leaflet larger than the lateral leaflets. The alternate stem leaves are simple or divided into 3 or 5 leaflets. The leaf margins are smooth, toothed, or shallowly wavy. The flowers, which grow in a raceme, have 4 sepals and 4 white to pale rosette, obovate petals that are ⅝–1" long. The fruit are slender, erect siliques, up to 2½" long.




  Flowering time: January–May




  Habitat/range: Shady areas in woodlands and canyons; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 4,600'.




  Comments: The white, saucer-shaped flowers, which act as a beacon to pollinators, expose pollen to the elements of late winter and early spring, but each flower bows downward when it’s rainy, forming an umbrella that protects the pollen. In their drooping state, the flowers look a little like the caps once worn by Dutch milkmaids.




  Similar plants: Brewer’s Bittercress (Cardamine breweri) has similar leaves, but its petals are less than ¼" long and it grows in standing water in wet meadows, marshes, and streams, such as the meandering streams in the Happy Isles fen.
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  FEW-SEEDED BITTERCRESS




  Cardamine oligosperma




  Mustard family (Brassicaceae)




  Description: Few-seeded Bittercress is a common, but often overlooked annual or biennial with 1 or more ascending to erect stems that are 3–12" long and are sometimes branched. The basal leaves, which form a rosette, are pinnately compound and usually have 5–9 leaflets. The terminal leaflet is larger than the lateral leaflets and often has shallow lobes. The alternate stem leaves are similar to the basal leaves but smaller. The inflorescence is a terminal raceme. The flowers have 4 green sepals and 4 white, spatula-shaped petals, about ⅛" long. The 6 stamens are unequal, 4 of them longer than the other 2. The slender fruit (siliques) are up to 1" long and are ascending to erect.




  Flowering time: March–July




  Habitat/range: Shady, usually moist or wet places; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 4,000'.




  Comments: Some people consider this charming little native to be a garden weed. The pods open somewhat explosively, propelling the seeds a foot or more away in all directions. Native Americans ate the plants raw or cooked, and they used the plant medicinally as a digestive aid.
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  BREWER’S DRABA




  Draba breweri




  Mustard family (Brassicaceae)




  Description: This alpine perennial is ¾–4½" tall and has a few to many stems. The stems and both leaf surfaces are covered with gray, star-shaped hairs. The densely clustered basal leaves, up to ¾" long, are oblanceolate to obovate, and the alternate stem leaves are smaller. The somewhat dense inflorescence [upper inset] is a raceme with 7–20 flowers that have 4 sepals and 4 white petals, about ⅛" long. The fruit [lower inset] are twisted, linear-oblong, hairy siliques.




  Flowering time: July–August




  Habitat/range: Open, rocky areas; alpine zone; 10,800–13,100'.




  Comments: William H. Brewer was a member of the famous Whitney geological survey party in California in the 1860s. Among his other duties, Brewer was in charge of the team’s botanical collections. Mount Brewer in King’s Canyon National Park was named in his honor, and many plants have been named after him too. The classic book Up and Down California, 1860­1864 is Brewer’s journal of his California travels.




  Similar plants: Slender White Draba (Draba praealta) also grows only in the alpine zone, and it too has flowers with 4 tiny, white petals. Its fruit are similar, but they aren’t twisted, and it grows in wet or moist habitats rather than dry, rocky areas.
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  VIRGINIA PEPPERWEED




  Lepidium virginicum ssp. virginicum




  Mustard family (Brassicaceae)




  Description: Virginia Pepperweed is an annual with alternate leaves and a branched stem that’s 6–22" long. The early withering basal and lower stem leaves are up to 5" long and are pinnately lobed or toothed. The upper stem leaves are often lobed or toothed. The flowers grow in an elongated inflorescence and have 4 sepals and 4 white petals, ¹/₁₆–¼" long, that are at least as long as the sepals. The round, flattened fruit [inset], less than ¼" wide, have a stalk that’s cylindric throughout.




  Flowering time: March–September




  Habitat/range: Disturbed or grassy areas; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 7,000'.




  Similar plants: The fruit stalk of Menzies’ Pepperweed (L. virginicum ssp. menziesii) is flattened, at least where it meets the fruit. The fruit of Branched Pepperweed (L. ramosissimum) are elliptic (broader in the middle and narrower at both equal ends). The fruit of Miner’s Pepperweed (L. densiflorum) are obovate (narrower at the base and broader at the tip). Branched and Miner’s Pepperweed either have no petals or petals that are less than ¹/₁₆" long and are hard to see without magnification. Non-native Pennycress (Thlaspi arvense) has much larger fruit (¼–¾" wide) than the fruit of the park’s Lepidium species, which are less than ¼" wide.
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  WATERCRESS




  Nasturtium officinale




  (Rorippa nasturtium­aquaticum)




  Mustard family (Brassicaceae)




  Description: Watercress is a rapidly growing, aquatic perennial with hollow stems that root freely at the nodes. The plant’s stems can grow up to 4' long, and its herbage is mostly hairless. The leaves are 1–6" long and are pinnately divided into 3–11 round to ovate, oblong, or lanceolate, sometimes toothed leaflets, with a terminal leaflet that’s larger than the lateral leaflets. The flowers, which grow in a dense, terminal raceme, have 4 small sepals and 4 bright white petals that are less then ¼" long. The ascending, curved fruit (siliques) are up to 1¼" long and are constricted between the seeds.




  Flowering time: April–October




  Habitat/range: Slow water in streams, springs, marshes, and ponds; chaparral/oak-woodland, mixed conifer, and montane zones; up to 8,000'.




  Comments: Watercress is one of the oldest known leaf vegetables consumed by humans, and it’s still commonly used as a salad and sandwich ingredient. The nutritious plant is particularly rich in vitamin K and also contains significant amounts of vitamins A, C, and B6. Watercress is treated as a native by the Jepson eFlora (2020), but Flora of North America treats it as an introduced plant.
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  MOUNTAIN JEWELFLOWER, SHIELDPLANT




  Streptanthus tortuosus




  Mustard family (Brassicaceae)




  Description: This common biennial or perennial has a simple to many-branched stem, 8–40" long, that often reclines toward the ground as the plant matures. Its rosetted basal leaves wither early. The oblanceolate lower stem leaves are 1–3" long, taper to a winged petiole, and are often toothed. The oblong to round middle stem leaves clasp the stem, and the shiny, round to oblong-ovate upper leaves deeply clasp the stem, essentially surrounding it. The leaves fade to yellow or bronze with age. The urn-shaped sepals vary impressively in color and can be white, cream colored, green, purple, rusty red, or magenta [inset]. The 4 narrow, wavy-margined petals are up to about ½" long and are sometimes purplish but are usually white or cream colored with purple veins. The spreading fruit (siliques) are 2–6" long and are curved and flattened.




  Flowering time: May–August




  Habitat/range: Dry, open slopes and flats; chaparral/oak-woodland, mixed conifer, montane, subalpine, and alpine zones; up to 11,500'.




  Similar plants: Variable-leaved Jewelflower (Streptanthus diversifolius), which is common in the Hetch Hetchy area, has similar flowers and shield-like upper leaves, but its lower and middle stem leaves are pinnately divided into linear or thread-like segments.




  [image: image]




  LACEPOD, FRINGEPOD




  Thysanocarpus curvipes




  Mustard family (Brassicaceae)




  Description: Lacepod is a common, early blooming annual with erect stems, 4"–2' tall, that are branched above. Its rosetted basal leaves are ½–3" long, are oblanceolate to obovate, have smooth or wavy-toothed margins, and sometimes have coarse, stiff hairs. The alternate, lanceolate stem leaves have a 2-lobed base that clasps the stem. The tiny flowers, which grow in an elongated raceme, have 4 sepals and 4 white petals. The small, round, flattened fruit (silicles) are about ¼" wide and are winged along the margin. The wing is often perforated and shallowly scalloped.




  Flowering time: February–June




  Habitat/range: Grassy places; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 5,000'.




  Comments: Native Americans roasted and ground Lacepod seeds, along with seeds from other plants, to make a valuable flour mixture called pinole. They made a tea from the whole plant and sometimes used the tea to relieve stomach aches.




  Similar plants: Common Sandweed (Athysanus pusillus) grows in the same zones and is also an early bloomer. It has long, slender stems with many dangling fruit [inset], but its fruit are only slightly flattened, are densely hairy, and are less than ⅛" wide. The fruit tend to grow along one side of the stem, and they don’t have winged margins.
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  TOWER MUSTARD




  Turritis glabra (Arabis glabra)




  Mustard family (Brassicaceae)




  Description: Aptly named Tower Mustard is a biennial or short-lived perennial, 1¼–4' tall, with a stem that’s sometimes branched toward the top. The stem is usually hairy below and hairless above. The hairy basal leaves are 2–5" long, are oblanceolate to oblong, and have large teeth along the margin. The alternate, narrowly arrowhead-shaped, hairless stem leaves are smaller and clasp the tower-like stem. The flowers, which grow in an elongated raceme, have 4 yellowish sepals and 4 yellowish-white (rarely purple) petals that are up to ⅜" long. The linear, erect fruit (siliques) are 1½–4" long, are cylindric or somewhat 4-angled, and press close to the stem.




  Flowering time: April–July




  Habitat/range: Meadows, roadsides, and other open areas; chaparral/oak-woodland, mixed conifer, and montane zones; up to 8,000'.




  Comments: This plant, like many others that grow in dry, sunbaked habitats, has a waxy coating that prevents excess water evaporation and gives it a gray-green or blue-green look.




  Similar plants: Tower Mustard is similar to some rockcresses (Boechera species), but the rockcresses have flattened fruit, and Tower Mustard’s fruit are not flattened, though they can be 4-angled.
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  SIERRA THREADSTEM




  Nemacladus interior




  Bellflower family (Campanulaceae)




  Description: This wispy annual has somewhat stiff, wiry stems, 2½–10" long, that are diffusely branched. The small, hairless, oblanceolate to elliptic leaves, up to ¾" long, are mostly in a loose basal rosette and have shallow, irregular teeth. The flowers grow in strongly zigzagging racemes, with a tiny bract at each junction. The thread-like, ascending flower stalks, ¼–½" long, are straight at the base and curve upward at the tip. The flowers have a white, conspicuously 2-lipped corolla [inset] and 5 tiny, triangular sepals above a partially inferior ovary. The lower lip of the corolla has 2 spreading lobes without markings. The upper lip has 3 deeply divided, erect lobes, ⅛–³/₁₆" long. The lower part of each lobe has a purple or red, jagged band with a greenish-yellow spot below it.




  Flowering time: May–July




  Habitat/range: Dry, gravelly slopes and recently burned areas; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 5,500'.




  Similar plants: Common Threadstem (Nemacladus capillaris) has been reported from the Hetch Hetchy area. It has similar leaves and zigzagging racemes. Its corolla has a similar shape but has even tinier lobes (less than ¹/₁₆" long). The corolla lobes lack prominent markings, and the flower stalks are completely straight from the base to the tip (rather than curved at the tip).
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  BLUE FLY HONEYSUCKLE




  Lonicera cauriana




  Honeysuckle family (Caprifoliaceae)




  Description: Blue Fly Honeysuckle is an erect, sparsely branched shrub, 1–3' tall, with shredding bark and soft-hairy herbage and flowers. Its thin, opposite, oblong-ovate leaves are up to 2" long and taper to a short petiole. The leaves are ciliate along the margins, hairy below, and mostly smooth above. Below the paired flowers are 1–3 pairs of green bracts; the inner pair of bracts is fused and tightly encloses the partially fused pair of ovaries. The white, cream-colored, or pale yellow, funnel-shaped corolla is up to ½" long and has a narrow tube and 5 spreading lobes. The stamens have a white filament and a yellow anther, and they extend beyond the corolla lobes. The 2 blue berries are so completely fused that they look like a single berry.




  Flowering time: May–July




  Habitat/range: Bogs, streambanks, and wet meadows; montane and subalpine zones; 7,000–10,500'.




  Comments: The fruit’s resemblance to a bluebottle fly may be how the plant got its common name. Lonicera was named for Adam Lonitzer (1528–1586), a German botanist who taught university level mathematics and later became a medical doctor. His primary interest was botany, and he wrote extensively about herbs.
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  FIELD MOUSE-EAR CHICKWEED




  Cerastium arvense ssp. strictum




  Pink family (Caryophyllaceae)




  Description: This attractive perennial has non-flowering stems that form mats and flowering stems that are ascending to erect and are 2–10" long. Its opposite leaves are up to 1" long, are linear or lanceolate, and are sometimes hairy. Small leaf clusters grow in the axils of the lower stem leaves. Groups of flower stalks that are often branched arise from a common, 2-bracted point on the stem. The flowers [inset] are up to ¾" wide and have 5 sticky-hairy sepals and 5 white, broad-lobed petals that are about twice as long as the sepals.




  Flowering time: May–August




  Habitat/range: Damp, shaded, rocky cliffs and slopes near seeps or waterfalls; mixed conifer and montane zones; 3,900–8,200'.




  Similar plants: If you find a plant with smaller, but otherwise almost identical flowers along the Sierra Crest, it’s Alpine Mouse-ear Chickweed (C. beeringianum), a native alpine plant that’s rare in the park. Two similar, non-native Cerastium species have petals that are not twice as long as their sepals. The sepals of Sticky Mouse-ear Chickweed (C. glomeratum) have glandular hairs mixed with longer white hairs, and its sepals are often dark tipped. The sepals of Common Mouse-ear Chickweed (C. fontanum ssp. vulgare) have shorter, non-glandular hairs. Both plants grow mostly in disturbed areas up into the mixed conifer zone.
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  KING’S SANDWORT




  Eremogone kingii var. glabrescens




  (Arenaria kingii var. glabrescens)




  Pink family (Caryophyllaceae)




  Description: King’s Sandwort is a common perennial with erect stems, up to 8" long. The mostly basal, awl-shaped leaves are tufted or grow in dense mats, and the stem leaves are in opposite pairs. The flowers grow at the branch tips of open inflorescences. The 5 free sepals are narrowly ovate, have membranous margins, and are often glandular-hairy. The 5 white petals, up to ¼" long, are longer than the sepals and are sometimes slightly notched. The anthers on the 10 stamens are red before they open to release their pollen.




  Flowering time: June–August




  Habitat/range: Dry, gravelly or rocky slopes and flats; mixed conifer, montane, subalpine, and alpine zones; 6,000–12,000'.




  Similar plants: The park’s perennial sandworts have crowded, linear leaves and 5 white petals that are not conspicuously lobed (or no petals). Four of them, including King’s Sandwort, have petals that are longer than the sepals. Ball-headed Sandwort (E. congesta, previously Arenaria congesta) is the only one that has head-like flower clusters. Prickly Sandwort (E. aculeata, previously A. aculeata) is the only one with leaves that have a waxy coating, often giving them a grayish look. Alpine Sandwort (Minuartia obtusiloba) is the only one with vividly bright green leaves that often have ciliate margins.
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  DOUGLAS’ SANDWORT




  Minuartia douglasii




  Pink family (Caryophyllaceae)




  Description: This wispy annual has a slender, much branched, green or purple stem, 2–11½" long, that’s glandular-hairy above. The opposite, linear leaves are ¼–1¼" long. The small flowers grow in open clusters on slender, glandular-hairy stalks. The 5 dark-tipped, glandular-hairy sepals have inconspicuous narrow, translucent margins. The flowers have 5 white, ovate petals that are noticeably longer than the sepals, 10 stamens with yellow anthers, and a pistil with 3 styles.




  Flowering time: April–June




  Habitat/range: Dry, open areas; chaparral/oak-woodland and mixed conifer zones; up to 6,000'.




  Similar plants: Very similar California Sandwort (M. californica) also has petals that are noticeably longer than its sepals, but its sepals have no hairs or glands. Annual Sandwort (M. pusilla) has similar leaves, but its calyx is hairless and its petals are shorter than the sepals. Non-native Four-leaved Allseed (Polycarpon tetraphyllum) [upper inset] has somewhat similar flowers, but it has broad, crowded leaves and its sepals have conspicuous translucent margins and are much wider than the petals. Highly invasive, non-native Corn Spurry (Spergula arvensis) has been reported in the park and has similar flowers. Its leaves, which appear to be whorls of many leaves, are pairs of opposite leaves that are deeply divided into linear lobes [lower inset].
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  NUTTALL’S SANDWORT




  Minuartia nuttallii var. gracilis




  Pink family (Caryophyllaceae)




  Description: Nuttall’s Sandwort is a densely glandular-hairy perennial that has ascending to erect flowering stems, along with trailing, non-flowering stems that form loose mats, up to 8" wide. The dried remains of stems from the previous year usually persist at the base of the plant. Its dense, needle-like to awl-shaped leaves are less than ½" long. The small flowers grow in open, terminal clusters. The flowers have 10 stamens, 5 lanceolate sepals with narrow membranous margins, and 5 white petals that are about the same length as the sepals or slightly shorter.




  Flowering time: July–August




  Habitat/range: Sandy, gravelly, and rocky areas; subalpine and alpine zones; 10,000–12,100'.




  Similar plants: All the perennial sandworts in the park have crowded, linear leaves and 5 white petals that are not conspicuously lobed (or no petals). Three of them, including Nuttall’s Sandwort, have petals (if present) that are at least sometimes shorter than the sepals. Nuttall’s Sandwort is the only one of the three with leafy stems that form dense mats. Bog Sandwort (M. stricta), has leaves that form clusters, but not mats, and it’s the only one of the three that is completely hairless and that often has no petals. Reddish Sandwort (M. rubella) also has leaves that are clustered, but not matted, and it has glandular-hairy herbage.
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  STICKY STARWORT




  Pseudostellaria jamesiana




  Pink family (Caryophyllaceae)




  Description: This common perennial has an ascending to erect, square stem, 4–17" long, that’s often branched and has stalked glands in the inflorescence. Its sessile, opposite leaves are ½–5" long and are linear, lanceolate, or elliptic. The flowers, which grow at the stem end or from the upper leaf axils, have 5 free, glandular-hairy sepals and 5 free, white petals that are up to ⅜" long. The petals are much longer than the sepals and are notched less than a third of their length. Each flower has 10 stamens and a pistil with 3 styles.
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