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What people are saying about
 Expanding Scriptures: Lost and Found

Don MacGregor’s little book, Expanding Scriptures: Lost and Found, is a beauty. In a compact way, he covers an accurate history of the Bible, a wise and helpful understanding of biblical interpretation, a comprehensive look at “lost” gospels, and a well-researched understanding of the Bible for today’s world. Highly recommended for personal study and group discussion. Revd. Paul Smith, co-founder of the Integral Christian Network, and author of Integral Christianity: The Spirit’s Call to Evolve and Is Your God Big Enough? Close Enough? You Enough? Jesus and the Three Faces of God

By exploring Christianity as a path of personal transformation rather than a transactional relationship with the divine and a reward of salvation, Expanding Scriptures: Lost and Found accomplishes a wonderful and extremely timely service to spiritual seekers, whether Christian or otherwise. Its invitation, to live questions of the deeper meaning of life as way-showers leading eventually to the unfolding of answers, is the basis of all perennial wisdom teachings. Whilst the paths are myriad, as this profoundly insightful book shows, the destination is constant; the discerning and eventual experience of unity and oneness as the true state of the world’s and our meaning and existence.

Dr Jude Currivan. Cosmologist, author of The Cosmic Hologram and co-founder WholeWorld-View, www.wholeworld-view.org

Expanding Scriptures: Lost and Found is packed with direct, realistic spiritual wisdom, much needed for our modern world. Don MacGregor’s words shine a bright light through the dark confusion of outdated thinking. This is cutting edge theology and a brilliant introduction to Biblical history, including the lost gospels of the New Testament, the real Jesus and Mary Magdalene. Every Christian minister and Bible Study Group should read it. I promise the journey will be one of transformation and enlightenment.

Pam Evans MBE, Founder of the multi award winning Peace Mala educational charity for Global Citizenship and World Peace, and author of Sharing the Light: Walking for World Peace with the Celtic Saints of Gower and How the Wisdom of the Ages is Reflected in Many World Faiths

As Christianity loses its ground and finds itself in a crisis, a return to the original message of Christ becomes an existential need for its future evolution. Don MacGregor has done a wonderful work by pointing out this essential truth in his second book of “The Wisdom Series” Exploring Scriptures: Lost and Found. I recommend this book to all those who seek the original, universal and transforming message of Christ. I am sure it will satisfy their intellectual quest and longing of the heart.

Br. John Martin Sahajananda, spiritual director of the Shantivanam Ashram in India, author of You Are The Light, Hindu Christ, The Four O’Clock Talks, Mission Without Conversion and others

Wisdom is a gift of ages past, but also a resource forever inviting us into expanded horizons of meaning. Don MacGregor situates his exploration of Christian scripture between these two strands. While honouring the past his goal is to facilitate movement into the expanding horizons of faith that engage us today. A valuable and useful guide for spiritual seekers of our time.

Fr. Diarmuid O’Murchu, author of Quantum Theology: Spiritual Implications of the New Physics and Incarnation: A New Evolutionary Threshold plus many others

I recommend Expanding Scriptures: Lost and Found to anyone who is ready to consider and understand the next step in the evolution of Christian thought and the expansion of human consciousness. The book explores the true origins of the New Testament, and includes an enriching overview of some of the lost codices of early Christianity. Dedicated to the idea that religious thought must evolve to meet the times, the author weaves together the Christian teachings with the truths found within science, psychology and the Perennial Philosophy.

William Meader, International speaker and author of Shine Forth: The Soul’s Magical Destiny, Portland, Oregon, USA

Don MacGregor offers a profound and practical understanding of the history and essence of the Bible as relevant and related to the Ageless Wisdom at the heart of all the world’s religions. Expanding Scriptures: Lost and Found is a timely presentation and provides a sacred, informative and reflective journey for all those seeking to realize the beauty of the differentiation of Truth from one source, one unity of purpose, and grasp the meaning of the language within Christianity. We are held in the Divine Presence; it flows through everything; and our recognition of the depth and breadth of our interconnectedness with all Life, and with Mother Nature ushers us into a New Day, one that yields right relationship throughout the manifest world. We are offered the opportunity to question, reflect and realize that our worldview is shifting once again and it is the essence of life that is perennial. This is a book you will be glad you opened!

Dr. Dot Maver, educator and peacebuilder, founder of Global Silent Minute and co-author of Conscious Education: The Bridge to Freedom

This is a fascinating and brilliant book for anyone who wants to acquaint themselves with the transformational teachings that Jesus really taught and which we learn about in the recently discovered Nag Hammadi gospels (especially in the Gospels of Thomas and of Mary). Don reminds us that the bible needs to be seen through fresh eyes. It must not be interpreted literally, as it is a selection of different genres written by many different people for different reasons, over centuries. Consequently it is a product of the worldview or cultures of those differing times, and needs reinterpreting in the complex world which we face in 2021. He reveals how outmoded our current theology is, steeped as it is in violent tribalism and patriarchy. He shows how the real and deep mystical, esoteric teachings can be found in the recently discovered Nag Hammadi texts, especially the Gospel of Thomas, where Jesus talks much more like a Zen Master or Master Shaman. After every chapter, Don gives us further resources and important questions to ask ourselves. This important book is an absolute must read for all Christians interested in asking themselves new questions about their religion and who are truly committed to using Christianity as a direct path to God.

Dr. Serge Beddington-Behrens, PhD. Psychotherapist, Spiritual Guide and author of Gateways to the Soul and Awakening the Universal Heart
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Introduction

This is the second book in “The Wisdom Series” the aim of which is twofold, firstly to recognise that Christianity is a path of transformation as taught by Jesus, and was never meant to be a transaction between the individual and a distant God, in order to be “saved”. The path of transformation is there in the Bible and Christian theology as we know it, but is not the main emphasis of Church teachings. It is also there in many of the “lost Christianities” that were ruled out as the church gained in power and control. These alternative scriptures are now coming to the fore as a result of rediscoveries in the last seventy years or so, challenging mainstream theological viewpoints.

The second aim is to link this path of transformation with the Esoteric Philosophy or Perennial Wisdom teachings, thus giving a suitable and more expansive framework for Christianity in the twenty-first century. This philosophy really sees the spiritual path in terms of consciousness and energy, containing many different levels of being which overlap with each other. A key point is that each human being is made up of a personality and a Soul. The personality has a mental, an emotional and a physical nature, all of which keep us grounded in this physical reality of space and time – and so we live out a single life with all its struggles and suffering, its pain and heartache, and its joys and delights. This life is also a “vale of soul-making”, an idea developed by both Origen and Irenaeus, early Christian theologians.

Esoteric philosophy takes it further, seeing the Soul as the eternal aspect of the human being, our true nature. The evolving Soul undertakes successive incarnations as it gradually attains higher levels of consciousness, until the stage of a “Soul-filled personality” is reached. This is the stage in which the personality has relinquished its self-centred control and has allowed the eternal Soul to be fully expressed in the world. Thus the path of transformation is extended into a much greater sphere of being, a much longer path than just the one short life in which we pass or fail to end up in heaven or hell.

The existing theology of Christianity in the West contains the idea of sanctification, being “made holy”, which is fine as far as it goes – but it does not go far enough to my mind. It falls short when we ask what happens to those who are not “sanctified” by the time they die, whereas the bigger framework of many lives gives opportunity for further evolution of consciousness, and sanctification over a much larger timescale. This evolution in consciousness is something which happens not just to individuals, but to the human race as a whole in its progression through the ages.

How we understand scriptures is an important part of this journey, which is the focus of this short book. We shall cover how the Bible came about, what was once lost but is now found and should be included (particularly a more central role for the Gospel of Thomas and Mary Magdalene), how interpretations vary and why, what reinterpretations can be helpful, and the strangeness and importance of numerology.

Book 2 is designed to be suitable for both study groups and individuals and each chapter has questions for reflection and further resources to follow up.





Chapter 1
 The Bible and How It Came About


Why just the Bible?

Firstly, an important question: why am I only considering the Christian Scriptures in this book? There are so many other enlightening, inspired and wise texts within other religious traditions, so why not look at them? I have no wish to detract from them at all, but my reasoning is that much has already been written about those sources of wisdom, whereas relatively little has been written on enlarging the Christian scriptures with the texts in the lost and found category. I think there is another way of looking at the transformative message within the Bible, which means that we have to also look at the other texts that were around in the early days of Christianity, about which most Christians, on the whole, know very little, even though they have been around for many decades.

My view of the Bible is that it is a starting point, not an end point. It is a launch pad, not an end destination. It can help sustain us and inspire us on the journey of life, but to treat it as a final revelation, a spiritual terminus, is to restrict and close down the journey of divine revelation, limiting our understanding to that of the writer of the text. Hence, I have a great respect for rich scriptures from other traditions, and from more contemporary writings, seeing new and alternative insights through those lenses. But here in this book, I am concentrating on the Christian and Hebrew Scriptures we have inherited in the Bible – and also those Christian texts that didn’t make the cut, the other versions that were excluded for one reason or another, but have now resurfaced. We now know much more about the early diversity of Christianity from them.




The Book of Books

I remember the first time I had to stand up and give the Bible reading in Church. I was thirty-three years old, had been teaching in a secondary school for seven years, with classes of thirty, and speaking to assemblies of about four hundred students. But when, as a fairly new Christian convert, I stood up at the church lectern to read a passage from the Bible, printed in front of me to read, my legs were trembling with nerves! Why? It was something to do with the responsibility of it – this was the Word of God, to be read out loud, reverently – and faultlessly. At least, that was my conditioning at the time! It had to do with the idea that the Bible was one complete revelation, virtually dictated by God, the all-time truth. I soon began to question that and look deeper into how it came about.

We often refer to the Bible as the “book of books”, and so it is, probably the most influential collection of literature in the world’s history. It still hits the top spot in the best-sellers. But it is also quite literally a book of books – the Old Testament, now referred to as the Hebrew Scriptures, containing thirty-nine of them, and the New Testament twenty-seven, making sixty-six altogether. We can tend to forget that it is a selection of all sorts of different genres from different times, and needs to be treated as such. The Greek word from which we derive our word Bible is ta biblia, literally “the books”. They were written over a very long period of time – scholars think that the earliest composition in the Old Testament is the Song of Deborah in Judges 5. It may date from 1100 BCE, that is, two or three centuries earlier than the Greek writer Homer (if he actually existed! Many scholars think not). The latest in the Hebrew Scriptures is the book of Daniel from the second century BCE, making a total span of 1000 years. (For “The Old Testament in a Nutshell”, see Appendix.)

When we add in the books of the New Testament, which are nearly all written in the first Christian century, we extend this period to as much as twelve hundred years. Think how we have changed in that length of time! It would take us from about 800 CE amidst a feudal society, the time of the Viking invasions and the Danelaw, right up to the present day and the proliferation of the written word everywhere. That period takes us through all sorts of different human experience and cultures, a variety of ways of looking at and understanding the world – and an evolution in human consciousness. Any writings from the different periods in that one thousand two hundred-year span have to be understood within their time, context and culture. Similarly, we cannot expect to treat all the content of the Bible in the same way. In terms of content, they range from tribal history to mythical and historical stories, to poetry and visions, to personal letters. Beside the range of content, there is the issue of social change. We change; our understanding of society and the world around us changes, our level of awakened consciousness changes. If we remember that just five hundred years ago it was accepted by society that you could be beheaded or burnt at the stake for having the wrong religious belief, we can see how much we have changed in that time. It is the evolution of consciousness.

However, deep mystical wisdom pre-dates and transcends time and contains truths that resonate down through the age. They are timeless. So in all main religious traditions we find a form of the Golden Rule, “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” In all traditions, we find humanity has spiritual experiences, as if there is a divine seed within each of us waiting to burst out of its shell if we provide the right conditions for growth. Those experiences become “encultured” in their own language of the time. In all ages there is an intermingling of ideas, where one belief influences another.

During the Babylonian captivity, the writers of the first five books of the Hebrew Scriptures, called the “Deuteronomists”, were strongly influenced by Zoroastrianism, one of the world’s oldest continuously practised religions. They wrote their account and understanding of God to remind the captive peoples of their past, before it faded from memories. Historical features of Zoroastrianism, such as ideas of a messiah, judgement after death, heaven and hell, and free will crept in and influenced the writers of these early scriptures. During New Testament times, Greek philosophy had a strong influence on the development of theological thinking. The Platonic Theory of Forms had an enormous influence on Christian views of God in the Greek-speaking world. In those philosophies, “forms” were the ideals of every object in the physical world, and objects in the physical world were merely shadows of those perfect forms, like patterns at a higher level. This is an expression of the Esoteric Philosophy, that there are other planes of being, which are more “real” than this physical one. This type of interplay between philosophies was and is still very common. No religion is an island.
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