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			Foreword 

			Doubt and suspicion have existed all along and they will continue to exist. But these days, generating doubts and suspicions about faith is like a contagious disease, and right and wrong seem to have swapped roles. Unfortunately, materialist arguments against faith are presented under the name of science and knowledge. Debating issues that have not been proven is considered normal; however, continuously producing doubts on established truths is a contradiction of rationalism.

			Other nations of the world that took the West as a role-model in science and technology have also begun to emulate its non-religious stance. Doubts, suspicion, and destructive criticism are produced everywhere. Questions and arguments such as, “Who created God? Should a person who had not seen the Prophet be held accountable for his/her rebellion? Is punishment by eternal hellfire justifiable when the human lifespan is so short? Does God need our prayers? Why did God create Satan?” now inhabit the homes and lives of all believers. “Approaching everything with suspicion” was a natural reaction against the scholasticism of the past. However, such a method of thinking does not work for Islam, which embraces human nature with all its faculties.

			The author of this book, Abdullah Aymaz has been tutoring and guiding hundreds of students for many years. In this work, he tries to address the intellect, the heart, and the soul of his readers in order to alleviate modern doubts and suspicions.

			We hope the precious services provided by Abdullah Aymaz will be appreciated and praised by the future generations. We pray for the aid of the Almighty for the continuation of such helpful works.

			M. F. Gülen

		

	
		
			Art points to an artist, embroidery points to an embroiderer, and the universe points to God. He has created everything; then who created him? If He is the cause of existence, then what caused His existence? 

			♣

			a.	Logic states that it is impossible to embrace an unbounded chain reaction in regards to cause and effect. There has to be a point of beginning. For example, the last car on a train is pulled by the one in front and that particular one is pulled by the one in front it and so on… However, the locomotive pulls all of the cars. It is self-powered and the logic of pulling stops at the locomotive.

			b.	A created entity cannot be a creator. How could an entity that has come into existence through creation, possess the power to create the existence? 

			c.	Self-existent power cannot be compared to obtained power. For example, human beings possess a relative self-existent power compared to a pen. A person can move a pen from one location to another. However, when a person moves from one location to another, we cannot say, “it is impossible for you to come here, so, who brought you here?” Another example of this line of questioning is: if we ask someone the following question, “what carries your head.”He may reply by saying, “my body.” If we then ask what carries his body, he will reply, “my feet.” Once again, if we ask what carries his feet, he will probably say that the earth carries his feet. At this point, it would be illogical to ask what carries the earth. 

			Just as the example, God is self-existent, therefore, one cannot ask a question like, who created God?

			d.	It is irrational to ask a Muslim this question. Muslims believe that God is eternal and everlasting; He does not beget, nor was He begotten; He is a Supreme Being who possesses the qualities of Unity, Oneness, Sublimity, Incomparability, and Ascendancy. Perhaps, such a question could be asked to an idol worshipper. However, asking a believer a question like the one above would be the same as asking a human anatomist “where are the wings on the human body?” Therefore, placing God in the same category as His creation would be quite incongruous.

			The Almighty explains His oneness in many parts of the Qur’an. For example, it is stated in the Surah (chapter) Al-Imran (3:18) that God (Himself) testifies that there is no deity but He. God forbid, if there were others, could He have denied their existence? 

			a.	The question above also indicates one of the miracles of Prophet Muhammad. According to one Prophetic tradition, he stated that such a question would be asked in the future. 

			b.	The person who asks such a question initially accepts that God is the creator of the universe and then questions the cause of His existence. This means that the person is referring to God as a creator and a creature within the same sentence. This is a contradiction within itself.

			Another illogical aspect of this question is that it suggests that God submits to the laws He has created Himself. All creation is bound by the physical law of cause and effect. The reason for this is we are limited by space-time. God, on the other hand, is the creator of space-time and matter. Therefore, His existence does not depend on these properties. How could the creator and implementer of such physical laws as cause and effect submit to His own laws? 

		

	
		
			What will be the condition of those who have not heard the Islamic call to faith? Are they responsible for the religious obligations prescribed by the Qur’an?

			♣

			God does not deprive anyone of His revelations, verses, divine messages or mercy. This is quite evident in the following verses: 

			…there never were there has never been a community but a warner lived among them. (Fatir 35:24) 

			and, 

			By God, We certainly sent Messengers to the communities before you (Nahl 16:63).

			The Holy Qur’an has not explained the stories of all the Prophets that were sent: Indeed, We sent Messengers before you; among them are those (the exemplary accounts of) whom We have already related to you, and among them are those (the exemplary histories of) whom We have not related to you (Mumin 40:78).

			God sends revelations and inspiration to every living being: 

			And your Lord inspired the (female) bee: “Take for yourself dwelling-place in the mountains, and in the trees, and in what they (human beings) may build and weave (Nahl 16:68).

			Sometimes, revelations can be a book brought by the angel Gabriel; sometimes, they may be a light that God shines in His servant’s heart. At times, they could appear as a sense of tranquility or serenity in the chest. Divine revelations can also reflect in the hearts of human beings as wisdom, truth, understanding, peace, fear of God, and righteousness. 

			Anyone who has opened his/her heart to the divine truth must have received some form of warning or a blessing from God.

			Even the gaze of a Bedouin at the heavens in awe of the Divine has great value in the sight of God. Monotheistic elements found in different communities suggest the fact that God’s Messengers once taught them about truths. For example, the Maw-Maw tribe of Africa believes in a creator that possesses the following attributes: He is one; He does not beget nor was He begotten; there is none like unto Him. They call this creator, “Mujdee”. According to Maw-Maw people, this creator cannot be seen but he manifests himself through his actions. He hears all prayers and provides sustenance. Lightning is his sword and thunder is his walk.

			The interesting thing about these descriptions is that they remind you of the Surah Ikhlas. Where could they have obtained such knowledge unless there was a Prophet in their history?

			On the other hand, it is a fact that none of the earlier teachings have retained its purity. 

			God burdens no soul except within its capacity (Baqara 2:286). God makes this clear in the Surah Isra when He informs us that He will not hold accountable those who have not received Prophets’ teachings in their purity. This means that there is a great difference between a community that has not received the divine messages and us, who were blessed with the Holy Qur’an. 

		

	
		
			You say that the Qur’an and the Prophet are blessings sent upon humanity. You also say that they will testify against us if we do not live according to their teachings. This means that if divine books and Prophets were not sent, human beings would not be punished in hell. Then, how can they be a source of blessing?

			♣

			God has planted many capabilities and talents into the hearts of human beings. These are seeds that exist in our very nature. Holy books and prophets have brought divine truths that will help us cultivate and nurture these positive capabilities that help human beings to surpass the angels. If prophets and divine books were not sent, these unique human qualities would remain as seeds and never flourish. For example, even if we have one hundred date-tree seeds in our possession, they will remain as seeds unless we plant them into the soil. However, when we do plant the seeds, perhaps eighty seeds may decay and perish, but if twenty seeds flourish to give us twenty date-trees, we will not be in deficit. On the contrary, we will be making a great profit because twenty trees will produce thousands of fruits and seeds. Moreover, it is the quality that counts not the quantity. According to this logic, a tree is more precious than one thousand seeds.

			Using this analogy, we can conclude that one Companion of the Prophet or a scholar of the Qur’an is far more valuable than thousands of people like Nimrod, Abu Jahl, and the pharaoh. The reason for this is that the Companions have exceeded the angels and became the brilliant stars of humanity.

		

	
		
			What wisdom is there in the creation of Satan?

			♣

			The rank and spiritual level of human beings increase through a struggle with Satan. Human beings improve themselves by resisting the temptations offered by Satan. Furthermore, worthless and abased souls can also be identified through the temptations of Satan. This world is a realm of assessment. Just as intense heat separates gold from other elements, the whispers of Satan help to separate and distinguish diamond-like souls from the coal-like ones.
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