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chapter 1


RECOGNIZING VAMPIRES AND WEREWOLVES


Everywhere you turn today, you hear about vampires and werewolves. There are hundreds of movies, books, television shows, billboards, commercials, and websites devoted to mythical creatures like vampires and werewolves. But would you actually recognize one if you saw one? Sure, vampires are easy to spot in a movie, but they are better at hiding off the silver screen.


Vampire Variations


Literary Types


Not all vampires are the same. The most popular vampiric creatures right now are the kind exemplified by Twilight: young, strong, and good-looking. Author Stephanie Meyer has brought vampires back to the public’s attention, with a world of vampires (and werewolves) with modern characteristics.




OTHER FAMOUS VAMPIRES


There are plenty of vampires around these days. Some of the more famous ones include:


•Nosferatu: vampire from a 1922 movie of the same name, inspired by Dracula


•Spike and Angel: two of the main characters on the TV series Buffy the Vampire Slayer


•Count von Count: Sesame Street character who loves arithmetic


•Count Chocula: the amiable vampire on the box of that chocolate kid’s cereal
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Nosferatu was another movie vampire, though he never made it as big as Dracula.





However, plenty of other types of vampires are out there as well. Dracula is the classic modern vampire, as portrayed by the turn of the twentieth-century novelist Bram Stoker. Stoker drew on a wide variety of vampire legends, as well as his own imagination, to depict a vampire from Transylvania named Count Dracula. Since the book was published in 1897, many other writers and producers have been inspired by Dracula, and he continues to be the most well-known vampire today.


Anne Rice’s vampires are related to both Dracula and the Twilight vampires, but they are notably different from either. Rice made her vampires famous in her Vampire Chronicles book series, which inspired movies like Interview with the Vampire and Queen of the Damned. She published her novels starting in 1976, and kept writing them throughout the next three decades, bringing vampires to modern audiences.
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