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  Introduction




  Gardening and crafting are high on my list of passions in life, and I suspect there are many like-minded people who share these two hobbies. We all ﬁnd pleasure in transforming a pile of stuff into something beautiful and often useful. Many of the projects in this book offer opportunities to recycle, repurpose, and reuse items that would otherwise go to the landﬁll. And gardeners will appreciate that deer, rabbits, groundhogs, and other critters will not eat them!




  These craft projects require a wide range of materials. While I list particular brands that worked well, there are a host of suitable substitutes. Every crafter has favorite brands of materials and tools, so use what you are accustomed to and have on hand.




  Design and color use are also matters of personal preference. There are inﬁnite ways to express yourself with these garden projects. I hope that you will be inspired to make each project your own.




  Like ephemeral spring ﬂowers, all craft projects will fade and deteriorate over time if exposed to the elements. They may not be family heirlooms, but I hope you will enjoy your handcrafted artwork and your garden for many seasons to come.




  Happy crafting!
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    Safety Gear




    The most important equipment you will need before starting any project is protective gear. Safety glasses are a must anytime you work with hammers, saws, drills, sanders, and dusty materials. Gloves are often a personal choice; however, the occasions where they are highly recommended are noted in the instructions. A dust mask is only called for when projects involve concrete, mortar, or grout, but you may also want to wear one when sanding. Please stay safe and use your gear.


  




  

    Vise




    Often materials need to be held down for cutting or assembling. If you don't own a workbench vise, consider investing in a lightweight, portable work station, which can be moved to your preferred work site, indoors or out. Top with a piece of plywood and you have a small workbench.


  




  

    Measuring and Marking Tools




    The old carpenter’s saying, “Measure twice, cut once,” is good advice for crafters, too. A metal yardstick and 10' metal tape measure are good investments. A ﬂexible seamstress tape is required to measure curved or round objects. A carpenter’s triangle is handy, but not necessary. You'll also need a handful of sharpened pencils and a fine-tipped permanent marker. Even though the projects in this book provide marking and cutting measurements, you will want to calculate them using your project materials.


  




  

    Adhesives




    The many great adhesives on the market today serve every purpose imaginable. The project instructions will specify which glues to use, but you may be able to substitute in many cases. Check the product’s packaging for a list of materials the glue will adhere. For these outdoor projects, heavy duty construction adhesive, applied with an inexpensive caulking gun, is a go-to product. Another product you'll want to have on hand is clear silicone tub and tile sealant, which is sold in a resealable tube. White glues (PVA type) and yellow (wood) glues are used routinely. Select those that are water resistant or waterproof. Specialty glues, such as CPVA, fabric, super-type and permanent rubber-based epoxy, are also used in some of the projects.


  




  

    Surface Protectors




    Stock up on tarps, drop cloths, old towels, and plastic sheeting. Almost every craft project in the book requires tabletop or workbench protection.


  




  

    Tools




    Roy Underhill is still working at The Woodwright’s Shop on PBS television making wonderful furniture the oldfashioned way with just hand tools. He proves it’s possible, but for the modern crafter power tools offer a fast and accurate way to get things done. Here’s a rundown of the tools used to make these garden crafts.


  




  • The one essential tool is a battery-powered hand drill. (Opt for a combination drill/screwdriver if you are buying a new one.) You'll also need a set of the common size drill bits. A couple of projects require large drill bits and a spade (or butterfly) bit to make large holes. Borrowing these items may be a good option if you are only going to use them occasionally.




  • A well-stocked crafter’s tool bag will always include sharp scissors, a utility knife, and wire cutters. A hacksaw is used to cut metal pipe and rod, and a wood handsaw takes care of small jobs.




  • Hammers and wrenches are staples in the household tool box, but you may not have chisels and clamps. These items are not used extensively, so you may choose to borrow these, as well. A tack hammer (a small version of a hammer) is used quite a bit for fastening more delicate pieces.




  • A power hand sander is helpful, but if you don’t have one, that’s not a problem. Most of the projects are rustic and need only a light sanding to remove splinters and old paint. A small 2" x 4" scrap of wood can serve as a sanding block. (A rotary tool is recommended for making the watermelon slice punk holder; although hand sanding is possible, it will take some effort.)




  

    Fasteners




    The fastener used most often for outdoor projects in this book is a galvanized deck screw. They’re strong and don’t rust. Have plenty of these on hand. Finish nails and regular staples are also used in abundance. You may not be familiar with the U-shaped wire staples, but chances are you will find many other uses for them in your future crafting projects. Sizing for eye bolts and screws and S-hooks is specified with each project and these may be purchased individually or in bulk packs at hardware stores.


  




  

    Hangers




    Before you buy wire to hang or connect something, check around the house. Those who ardently repurpose things will have an adequate supply of wire on hand. Computer cables and old telephone cords will fill the bill in many cases. Chain is a bit pricey when sold by the foot, so check discount stores for prepackaged jack chain to save money. Heavy-weight monofilament can be used for more than just catching fish. It is strong and clear, so it does not compete for attention with the finished project.


  




  

    Brushes




    The sizes and types of brushes that are used for various purposes depend a lot on personal preference. Some products will specify whether a natural bristle or synthetic brush should be used. Plenty of disposable foam and chip brushes are used for projects in this book in those situations in which cleanup would be messy and time consuming. Use good-quality artist’s brushes for all detailed finish painting and fine art work.


  




  

    Paint




    Bare wood and metal must have a base coat of primer paint, which helps the paint adhere to the object and offers an additional layer of protection. Priming coats are not required with some deck paints and stains, and some paint has the primer incorporated in it, so check the label of the product you are using for instructions.


  




  • Leftover deck paint is used for many of the projects in this book because it does not require a primer coat, is very long lasting, and is economical. The dark, muted colors are perfect to give items a woodsy, organic feel.




  • On the opposite end of the spectrum is outdoor enamel paint. Crafts painted in bright colors and high gloss finishes just seem to shout, “Look at me!” Outdoor enamels are extremely durable once they have cured. You can work with recently painted items that are dry to the touch, but they should be allowed to dry for several additional weeks before they are exposed to the elements.




  • One of the most useful products for crafters is spray paint formulated for plastics. It can be used on every - thing (even though the label will tell you otherwise, it will adhere to galvanized metal), although it does call for a primer when used on bare wood or metal. It holds up well over time and the color selection is vast. When using any type of spray paint, be sure to shake the can for the full recommended time. When finished, always spray a few bursts with the can upside down to clear the nozzle. (If you do clog the nozzle, you may be able to salvage the contents by replacing the nozzle with one from another can that is exactly the same product.)




  • You may be surprised to discover how versatile acrylic craft paint is. Bottles of craft acrylic paints are available in almost any color you would want and are very inexpensive. Colors are more limited with tubes of student grade or artist’s grade acrylic, but they can be mixed to produce any color you need. The primary difference is that craft acrylic contains more water and less pigment.




  

    Sealants




    For maximum weather protection, most projects are finished with a seal coat. Clear aerosol acrylic, polyurethane, and spar varnish sealants are convenient and easy to use. Most products are available in satin or gloss finish, and will often require two coats for complete coverage. Although it is more expensive, acrylic seal coat with UV protection is worth the extra cost for its ability to protect colors from fading. Brush-on polyurethane and spar varnish are used for the ultimate in weather protection. Keep in mind that varnish and shellac will yellow over time, which may affect the appearance of your project.


  




  

    Waterproofers




    The two types of waterproofing materials used in this book are both made to seal concrete block. One is a white, latex-based paint that contains some grit, and the other is a clear, water-based acrylic product. Either one works well and can be used with acrylic or latex paints.
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    A simple geometric shape made with plumbing pipe forms a changing display of interesting designs as the wind blows. You can make one of these in the morning and have it hanging on a tree branch or shepherd’s hook to catch the afternoon breeze. Adults will enjoy these as much as kids.
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      EQUIPMENT




      Drill with 1/16" drill bit


    




    Grooved locking pliers




    Ratcheting pipe cutting tool or hacksaw and vise




    

      SUPPLIES




      78" length of ½ " CPVC (chlorinated polyvinyl chloride) pipe


    




    ½ " CPVC elbows (12)




    Can of CPVC glue




    ¼ " eye hook




    #7 barrel swivel with interlock




    Can of spray paint formulated for plastics




    Monofilament fishing line (to hang the spinner)




    Latex or rubber gloves




    Permanent marker




    Newspapers or table protector




    Clean-up rag for glue


  




  

    About CPVC Pipe




    To a plumber or contractor, there are important differences between CPVC and PVC pipe, but for this project the only difference is aesthetics. Regular white PVC pipe and elbows are larger than CPVC ones, but may be used if you like the look. Keep in mind that the glue for CPVC and PVC differs, so be sure to select the one that matches your pipe. Hardware stores and plumbing suppliers typically carry CPVC and PVC pipe in 10' lengths. If the store will cut this in sections so that it fits in your vehicle, have it cut so that you have one 65" length and one 55" length. Two 10' pipes will yield three wind spinners.
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    1. Using a permanent ink pen, make marks at 6½" intervals along the length of the pipe(s).
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    2. If you are using a hacksaw, place the pipe in a vise for stability, and be sure your saw is perpendicular to the pipe when cutting. Cut the pipe at each mark, resulting in twelve sections, each 6½" long.
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    3. If you happen to have a scissor-like ratcheting pipe cutter, the process will be speedy.
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    4.Use your ﬁngers to remove any loose ﬁlings on the pipe ends.
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    5.Connect two pipe sections to one elbow. Make four sets.
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    6.Connect elbows to two sets of pipes, so that the elbows are facing straight up. These are the base units.
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    7. Attach pipes to the two base unit elbows. The elbows with pipes should be facing toward you.
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    8. Connect elbows to the remaining two sets of pipes. On the right arm of one set, place the elbow opening facing up at a 90 degree angle. On the left arm, place the elbow facing down at a 90 degree angle. On the other set, place the elbow opening facing down at a 90 degree angle on the right arm and facing up at a 90 degree angle on the left arm.
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    9. Place the left and right pipe sets next to one base unit, as shown, so that the pipes are at 90 degree angles.
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    10. Lift the right set straight up and connect the elbow to the pipe. Repeat with the right side. Attach the remaining base unit to the two remaining elbow joints. Adjust so that all joints and pipes are at 90 degree angles.
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    11. Use the permanent marker to number the pipe and the matching elbow at each of the 24 joints, and to strike a line-up mark on the pipe and elbow. This will ensure that you don’t forget to glue one of the joints, and that the pipes will be glued at the correct angle. This is an important step, as this glue dries very fast and forms a permanent bond.
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    12. Protect the table surface and put on gloves. Separate the pipe and elbow at joint #1. Unscrew the cap of CPVC glue—you may need to use grooved locking pliers to remove the cap for the first time—and swirl the brush around the can rim to remove excess glue.
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    13. Insert the brush all the way into the elbow, remove it quickly, and replace it in the can.
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    14. Without delay, insert the pipe into the elbow and quickly line up the marks. Allow to set for ten seconds before moving on to the next joint. If glue drips fall onto the outside of the pipes or elbow, wipe up immediately with the rag. Glue the remaining joints in the same manner.
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    15. With the permanent marker, place a dot in the center of one of the elbows. Drill a hole on the mark using a 1/6" drill bit. (Handyman’s tip: If you insert small drill bits all the way into the chuck, you will be less likely to break the bit.)


  




  

    [image: image]




    16. Glue the pointed tip of a ¼" eye hook.
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    17. Thread it into the hole and finger tighten.
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    18. Use pliers to screw in the eye hook until all threads are in the hole and the hook opening is perpendicular to the pipe.
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    19. Spray paint the spinner with paint that is formulated for plastic. No primer coat is needed when using this paint, which is phenomenal in its ability to adhere to slick surfaces and endure harsh weather; however, two coats are needed to adequately cover the numbers and strike lines. To get the most impact from this ornament, select a paint color that contrasts with its background from the primary viewing point. Bright primary colors really pop when placed in front of green tree and shrub foliage.
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    20. After the spinner has dried (which should take less than an hour), attach the barrel swivel to the screw eye. Cut a length of fishing line to accommodate your hanging site. Attach the monofilament to the swivel using a cinch knot.




    To make a cinch knot, insert one end of the fishing line through the swivel and leave a 4" tail. Wrap the tail around the long line four or five times. Insert the tail end back through the swivel. Secure the tail by inserting into the loop closest to the swivel. Trim the end close to the swivel.
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    Gardeners of all ages will enjoy watching as the spinner forms a variety of interesting shapes.
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  This project makes good use of your creativity and supplies you may already have. Creative possibilities for this project abound. A whimsy stick may be decorative or practical. It may be fanciful or classy. It can be designed to enhance cottage gardens or formal gardens. To make a whimsy stick, some crafters will include odds and ends destined for the next yard sale or the landfill, while others will give a new purpose to various household or garden items. This eco-friendly project can help you celebrate any holiday theme or garden scheme.
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      EQUIPMENT




      Work table with vise


    




    Palm sander




    Medium grit sandpaper (#220)




    Hacksaw




    Hammer




    Screwdriver




    Wire cutters




    Drill with 1/8" and ¼" bits and ½" spade bit




    Ruler or measuring tape




    Pencil or permanent marker




    1½" or 2" flat paintbrush




    

      [image: image]




      SUPPLIES




      42" pressure-treated deck baluster that is mitered at one end


    




    1 foot ¼" metal threaded or rolled round rod or reinforced construction bar (rebar) (5/16" rod may be used, but you will need to use a corresponding drill bit to install it.)




    #8 1" wood screw




    1½" finish nails




    ½" wire (cable) staples




    Metal or galvanized metal watering can




    Purchased metal flower




    Plastic male outdoor water faucet




    Wood primer




    Green outdoor enamel paint




    Spray paint for metal or plastic—red, yellow, and orange




    6' length of recycled garden hose




    Rickrack used for sewing




    Paper




    Pencil




    Circle template




    Sheet of plain copy paper or card stock and sheet of tracing paper


  




  

    About Materials




    Whimsy sticks start with a sturdy deck baluster and a strong bar to secure it into the ground. Almost anything can be attached to your baluster using one of the three techniques that are illustrated. Gather up your odds and ends garden items and craft supplies. Check the junk drawer, garage, and workshop for unused items. Then let your creativity rip.


  




  This tutorial features a mix of dollar store finds, hardware and recycled items to create a purely decorative stick. They may also serve practical purposes, such as the birdbath and lantern that are shown at the end. While the bird house whimsy may look practical at first glance, it is decorative for the reasons provided in the caption.
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    1. It is a good idea to wear gloves and safety glasses while preparing the stick. Sand the baluster to remove splintered wood, dirt, and oil spots with medium grit sandpaper (#220). You can opt for a palm sander or wrap a sheet of paper around a small 2" x 4" wood block.
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    2. Apply a coat of primer paint and allow it to dry. If you plan to use deck paint or stain, primer is usually not required. Check the instructions on the paint you are using.
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    3. Use a pencil or permanent marker to place a line at the 1' mark on the metal bar.
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    4. Secure the metal bar in the vise lengthwise. Use a hacksaw to cut off 12" of bar and set it aside.
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    5. Secure the baluster in the vise vertically, with the flat end facing upward.


  




  

    [image: image]




    6. On the flat end of the baluster, draw a line from one corner to the other. Repeat using the other two corners.
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    7. Mark the center of the “X” with the pencil or permanent marker. Drill a deep hole at the “X” with a bit that is slightly smaller than threaded or rolled bar. In this instance, the bar is 3/8" and the drill bit used is 5/16". Drill as far in as the bit will go.
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    8. Use a hammer to pound the metal bar into the hole. Keep the bar straight up and down as you pound it as far in as you can, but no more than 6".
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    9. Paint the entire stick with green outdoor enamel (or your choice of paint). Let this dry and apply a second coat if necessary, following recommended drying times on the label. Enamel paints will dry to the touch in several hours, but it takes several days for them to completely cure. Until it is cured to a hard finish, the paint is susceptible to chipping.


  




  

    [image: image]




    10. Move on now to the watering can. If your watering can is rusty, sand the visible rust off for best results. Clean the can with soap and water prior to painting it, and apply a metal priming paint if the metal is bare. The first coat of spray paint applied will end up being the color of the flower petals.
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    11. To make a painting mask of a flower, draw or trace a flower petal from a coloring book on plain paper or card stock. Cut it out, use it as a pattern to trace four additional petals, and cut them out.
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    12. Use a template to draw a circle that will form the center disk of the flower.
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    13. Use white glue to attach the petals to the center disk.
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    14. Wrap a length of rickrack along the bottom edge and cut it to fit, allowing for a slight overlap. Do the same for the top rim.
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    15. Place the paper flower and rickrack on a protective surface and spray with adhesive.
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    16. Affix the rickrack to the can. Place the can on your work surface with the handle facing to the right. Position the flower in the center of the can and press down firmly on all edges.


  




  

    [image: image]




    17. Use painter’s tape to mask off any area that you do not want to be sprayed with the second color of outdoor spray paint. Spray with a sweeping motion. Try not to angle the spray in a way that would force paint under the masked areas. Before removing the masking, decide if a second coat is needed. Follow label directions on recoating. The moisture in the spray paint may cause the paper pattern to pop off. Give the loose part a quick burst of spray glue if necessary. Allow the paint to dry thoroughly.
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    18. The paper pattern and the rickrack should pull off easily in one smooth motion. Clean off any glue residue with a paper towel soaked with rubbing alcohol.
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    19. In the center of a sheet of tracing paper, use a template to draw a circle that is slightly larger than the one you drew for the flower pattern mask. Carefully cut out the circle using a craft knife.
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    20. Position the center of the circle over the center of your painted flower. In this case, the weight of the paper was sufficient to hold down the sides of the tracing paper, but you may need to secure it with tape. Spray the flower center red (or the color of your choice). Remove the tracing paper after the paint gets tacky.
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    21. Use tape and newspapers to mask off the can so that you can spray a third color on the watering can head. The red paint used here will match the faucet handle.
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    22. Using a 3/16" bit, drill a hole in the center of the bottom of the can. Drill another 3/16" hole in the bottom, at the edge under the spout. This hole will let rain water drain so that the can doesn’t fill up.
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    23. Find the center of the top of your stick by drawing lines from corner to corner. Mark the center of the “X.”
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    24. Drill a pilot hole about ¼" deep into the center of the stick with a drill bit sized to match your screw. In this case, a 1/8" bit was used to match a #8 1" wood screw. Keep your drill perpendicular to the surface of the wood.
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    25. Place the screw in the center hole of the can and hold it with one hand while guiding it to the hole in the baluster with the other. Use a hand screwdriver to secure the screw into the wood.
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    26. On the longer side of the stick, make a mark where you would like your faucet to be placed. This one is 5½" from the top.
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    27. Place the point of the ½" spade bit onto your mark. Drill a hole into the stick at a 90 degree angle, ¾" deep.
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    28. Screw the faucet into the hole until it is flush with the stick and the hose outlet is facing downward.
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    29. Screw the hose onto the faucet. The hose used for this project was washed with soap and water and painted bright chartreuse with spray paint created for plastics. Note that it takes longer for paint to dry on the rubber surface.
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    30. Lay the stick on its side on a work table with the watering can extending over the table. Wrap the hose around the stick three or four times. Don't worry about placement at this time.
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    31. Position the first wrap close to the hose faucet and secure the hose to the stick using 1½" finish nails. Hammer the nail so it just goes through the top layer of hose. Nail the hose to the stick at the next twist and so on, spacing the hose evenly as you go. Nail the last bit of hose close to the end of the stick.
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    32. Cut off the excess hose about an inch longer than the stick.
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    33. Place the metal flower head directly below the watering can head.
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    34. Mark the angle where the wire stem crosses the stick.
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    35. Use a drill bit sized to match the metal wire stem to make an angled hole at the mark. Be sure not to drill through the hose. Push the stem wire through the hole until the flower is positioned properly.


  




  

    [image: image]




    36. Secure the stem to the stick with several ½" wire staples.
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    37. Bend up the excess wire where it meets the last staple and cut it off with wire cutters. Hammer down the end if necessary.
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    38. Paint the wire and staples.


  




  

    Attaching Items with Magnets
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