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Foreword [image: ]






Some people are just naturals, a natural at every single thing they set their heart and mind to, and Kristine Stark is one of those people. Kristine is a natural when it comes to motherhood, friendship, connecting with people on a personal level, decorating, creating a beautiful and welcoming home, photography, styling, finding and capturing the simple beauty in things that are worn and loved, teaching others, and so generously sharing her joy and giving love and wisdom to all she meets.


[image: Vintage green and white tea cups arranged elegantly on a wooden table, showcasing intricate floral patterns.]
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One of Kristine’s many gifts is her ability to so effortlessly place things together and then photograph and capture the beauty she sees in a way that allows the viewer to see it exactly as she sees it, a raw and beautiful complementary collection of things that are tattered, worn, loved, and that all have a story. I met Kristine around ten years ago at the Springfield Antique Show in Springfield, Ohio. I had grown to love her timeless styling and gorgeous photography that graced her Instagram page, but I did not know what the woman behind the scenes creating all that beauty looked like. While we were standing in a line she introduced herself to me as “Farmhouse Green,” her Instagram name that she is so famously known for. As everyone does that meets her, I immediately felt at ease with Kristine and loved her gentle and kind nature and her big smile. Kristine and I quickly learned that we both share a passion for family life, being out in nature, for old buildings and antiques, and for finding the beauty in the simple things, and we have been best friends ever since that day. She has been the most wonderful friend to me, and I cannot imagine my life without her.


Kristine and I both sell antiques, and we both love to hunt for one-of-a-kind treasures and to learn the story of the antiques we come across in our work. We also both love to save what many consider garbage … for example, those chipped, cracked, and heavily crazed dishes that have been used for so many years and hold the most wonderful stories.


One of the things that I have grown to love and admire the most about Kristine is the care and love she pours into every person and thing in her life. Her attention to detail is unmatched, and she dedicates 100 percent of herself to whatever it is she is working on. Her stunning holiday ideas and photography in this book are a testament to that. Just as I know in my heart that Kristine and I were meant to be a part of each other’s lives, I know that her magnificent work is meant to be out in the world for people to see, appreciate, and gain inspiration from. What a gift this book is; now there is a way for all of us to be able to look at and revisit again and again the beauty that Kristine so naturally creates.


—Megan Brokman, @Farmhouse5540
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[image: Rustic Christmas decorating ideas featuring natural elements like wood, greenery, and warm lighting for a cozy holiday atmosphere.]
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I have enjoyed decorating our farmhouse in Ohio for Christmas more than any other home. It reminds me of a Norman Rockwell home straight out of his Saturday Evening Post illustrations. It doesn’t need much to spruce her up for Christmas—fresh greenery, extra lights around the home and porch, and some wonderful antique pieces that tell our story.




“Home is the nicest word there is.”


—Laura Ingalls Wilder





[image: A mirror on a mantle surrounded by pine cones and evergreen branches, creating a cozy, natural holiday decor.]
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[image: A white swan figurine sits on a shelf, adorned with a decorative bow.]
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[image: A circular wreath made of green evergreen branches surrounds a reflective mirror in the center.]
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[image: Rustic farmhouse Christmas decorating ideas featuring natural elements, warm colors, and cozy accents for a festive atmosphere.]
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[image: A green vase filled with pine cones and evergreen branches, creating a natural and festive arrangement.]
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[image: A decorative basket and a wreath are placed on a stairway, enhancing the festive atmosphere of the setting.]
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My favorite part of Christmas in this home is knowing that my kids have happy memories of growing up here. They cherish the traditions and experience of Christmas each year in this house. When my kids were young, we often traveled to other places to spend Christmas with family. When we moved to Ohio, we didn’t have any of our family close by. It wasn’t the tree, the lights, or the decorations that had them smitten—it is the place called “home.”


I’m often asked, “How do you do what you do?” Let me encourage you with some simple steps. Be you. Home is the place for you and your family no matter the phase of life you are in. Whether you live alone or have young kids or animals, live in a forever home or a rental, home starts in the heart with you and your family and friends.


Do what you do best, use your strengths, and allow others to gift you with their strengths. I love making my home cozy and comfortable and ready for guests. I do not enjoy baking, cooking, or hosting large dinners. I love meeting people who bake and cook and host meals; these people are a gift to me. Our neighbor makes us homemade rum cakes each year, and I love them all the more because I would never make them myself!
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