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Chapter 1 A HAPPY ACCIDENT


Jeanie Bell was camped out under her favorite oak tree with her best friend, Willow Davis. It was recess at Rivertown Elementary, and the girls were each doing what they loved. Willow was practicing her cartwheels. And Jeanie was getting a head start on her homework.

Jeanie knew things were going to get very busy very soon. This week, classroom 2B had a field trip to the art museum, the school art fair, AND a big art project due!

“Ta-da!” Willow said as she finished a triple cartwheel.
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Jeanie clapped for her friend. “My legs could use a stretch. Want to walk around the playground?”

“Sure!” said Willow. “But I’m going to cartwheel around the playground.”

Jeanie laughed. As she walked—and Willow cartwheeled—Jeanie looked at what her classmates were doing. Some were swinging on the swings. Others were playing with a deck of cards. Some had soccer balls and footballs and Frisbees. And one classmate, a boy named Leo Gomez, was doing some sort of art project. As Jeanie walked closer, she didn’t notice that Willow was also cartwheeling closer, with no idea where she was going. She bumped right into Leo, and paint sprayed everywhere.

“Sorry!” cried Willow.
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“That’s okay,” said Leo. “This piece is abstract. Accidents make it more… spontaneous. That’s why I call them happy accidents!”

Jeanie looked around, impressed. Leo had set up the playground merry-go-round as an outdoor easel. A large piece of paper was taped to it. As the merry-go-round spun, the paint Leo squirted onto the paper made amazing swirls of color.
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Leo took off the sheet of paper and laid it in the grass. He looked at it thoughtfully.
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“What do you think?” he asked.

“I love the colors!” Willow exclaimed. “They’re so bright and cheerful. I love to paint, but I’ve never done something like this!”

“Thanks,” said Leo. “Did you make that bracelet you’re wearing?”
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“Yes!” Willow said. “Jeanie and I were beading the other day, and I made this flower charm bracelet because I love flowers.”

“The art museum has some nice paintings of flowers,” Leo told her. “You should check them out on our field trip tomorrow.”
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“It’s so cool that we’re doing projects inspired by the art we see,” Willow said dreamily.

“And we’re helping set up the art fair later in the week,” Jeanie said. “Which means we won’t have a lot of free time. I’d better get back to my homework.”
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The two friends waved at Leo and headed back to the oak tree. Jeanie really admired Leo’s creativity. And Willow’s, too. Even if Willow’s creative accidents could get… complicated. Because Willow had a secret.
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Chapter 2 ART-SPIRATION


When Willow woke up the next morning, she could barely contain her excitement. She was going on her first ever field trip.

She wore her most artistic outfit to school: a pink striped top, gold sequin skirt, and a beret. She added layers of sparkly beaded necklaces. And her magic lamp charm, of course! Because Willow’s secret? Her secret was that she was actually… a genie! A real-live genie who could grant wishes.

At ten o’clock Ms. Patel and the art teacher, Mr. Bloom, herded everyone onto the bus. Willow bounced in her seat all the way to the museum.
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“Do you think they have balloon art?” she asked Jeanie. “How much do you think the artists spend on glitter and puffy paint? Will there be gum wrapper portraits of Cinderella and every single fairy tale princess ever?”
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