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For Bryan: Rock on, Brother


The word treasure appears 780 times in this book. This is a constant reminder that treasure is real and there is a lot of it out there waiting for you!
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INTRODUCTION

Let’s get something perfectly clear. I am talking crystal clear, like your favorite bottled spring water, seltzer water, or gin. The term “metal detecting” does not accurately describe this great hobby. Those two words are just too vague, too plain, too simple. They don’t have that magical golden luster, that diamond-like sparkle, the ability to make you feel like a little kid again. Those two words are boring and they don’t do the hobby justice.

Let’s do everyone a favor and erase the term “metal detecting” from the good old memory banks. I propose we label this hobby with a term that more accurately describes exactly what it is, a term worthy of what I firmly believe to be the single greatest hobby in the known universe. From this point on, I propose we replace the term “metal detecting” with the term “treasure hunting”!

That has a much nicer sound to it, doesn’t it? The words “treasure hunting” have a golden, universal appeal. They are filled with excitement, mystery, and adventure. The words “treasure hunting” have all the magical ingredients of a Hollywood blockbuster movie, but this time you get to play the part of the fabled treasure hunter. You get to seek out adventure, mystery, and treasure of epic proportions. Metal detecting, ahem, I mean treasure hunting, has limitless possibilities.

Your newly found treasure could be a long-lost relic from hundreds or even thousands of years ago. It could be an old coin made from copper, bronze, silver, or gold. It could be a jaw-dropping piece of jewelry packed to the brim with shimmering precious stones that hypnotize even the strongest of wills.

“So bright … so beautiful … ah, my precious!”

Your newly found treasure could take on a completely different form. It could be a piece of history from a historical battle where lives were put on the line. Think of who may have held or used this piece of treasure. Think of the places it has been. Think of the lives it has changed. If it could talk, think of the story that it could tell you. For many avid treasure hunters, this is the true appeal to treasure hunting: the history and the stories behind the treasure, but the occasional chunk of gold doesn’t seem to be a problem either!

There are people who are winning the treasure hunting lottery every minute of every single day. I have done it more times than I can count and so can you. Are you ready to go claim your share of adventure, history, and mystery? Are you ready to find treasure? All right then, let’s dig in!

Warning

Treasure hunting is extremely fun and highly addictive, but there are a few things to watch out for. Do not attempt to search for treasure unless you are 100 percent sure you are allowed to.

Never assume that you are allowed to remove treasure from the earth. Always make sure you fully understand the rules and regulations in the area you are currently hunting. This will save you a lot of trouble, fines, equipment confiscation, and possible jail time.

One more word of warning. Some forms of treasure are often found in very remote, harsh areas. Always let someone know where you will be and when you will be returning. The native inhabitants could harm or even kill you. It is very easy to get into the groove of hunting and not hear or see common predators like rattlesnakes, bears, mountain lions, or the average crazy person. Try to keep your eyes and ears open at all times and always be aware of your surroundings!


THE OBSESSION BEGINS
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In case you are wondering, yes, that is me in the picture up there, and yes, I am that goofy in real life.

My name is Mark Smith and I am addicted to finding treasure with my metal detector. Wait, addicted might not be the best word to describe my healthy enthusiasm. I think obsession is a much better fit. It only took one gold ring to convince me that there is an entire world of treasure buried right beneath our feet … and to think I had been unknowingly walking right on top of it my entire life.

I learned about the modern world of metal detectors purely by accident. It was Christmas morning and I couldn’t get out of bed quick enough. I knew there was a different kind of treasure that wasn’t buried under layers of dirt, rock, and mud. This treasure was hiding right under my Christmas tree.

It was wrapped in brightly colored paper that sparkled in the early morning light. The wrapping paper had a glimmer that would make any five-year-old child’s eyes widen with excitement. This time the five-year-old child wasn’t me. It was my son, and one of those gifts under the tree was a metal detector.

My son tore through all of his gifts like a raving lunatic. The sounds of paper being shredded and shrieks of joy filled the air. To say he was happy would be a massive understatement. He was thrilled and full of excitement as his little hands uncovered present after present.

Things came to a screeching halt when he finally unwrapped the little metal detector. He had no idea what he held in his tiny hands. I explained it to him and things still didn’t click into place until he saw the “authentic treasure map” his mom and I made the night before.

Guided by the light of the moon and a cheap flashlight, I had been busy burying coins all over the front yard on Christmas Eve. The “authentic treasure map” would help him locate all of these hidden pieces of treasure.

The treasure bug quickly worked its way into my son’s mind and his little hands fumbled with excitement as he desperately tried to put the batteries in his new metal detector. Finally, the batteries were in and we were both out the front door in a matter of seconds. The neighbors must have thought we were nuts wearing our pajamas, but that didn’t bother either one of us. We had treasure to find!

I quickly showed my son how the metal detector worked. There was nothing fancy about it—you simply turned it on and moved it back and forth over the ground. It would make a loud beep when it was over a metal object. It didn’t take my son long to find his first piece of treasure, but this piece wasn’t on the map.

His first piece of treasure was a rusty nail. Then he found my long-lost pair of pliers. We were both laughing and having a great time. My son was finding stuff all over the place and most of it wasn’t even on the treasure map I made. He had already uncovered a couple of dollars in coins and then he pulled an old silver ring from the ground. I watched in amazement as his little fingers wiped away years of dirt to reveal the unmistakable glint of sterling silver.

I was blown away. We found this much stuff without leaving the front yard. How much treasure existed out there in the great wide open? A lightbulb went off in my head. Now I knew why I kept seeing people walking down the beach with metal detectors. I could only imagine what they must be uncovering. I wanted my own metal detector, but I didn’t have any idea where to begin.

At the time, I lived on the beach, and the thought of long-lost pirate treasure filled my head for days on end. I dreamed about it during the day. I dreamed about it when my head hit the pillow at night and unbeknownst to my beautiful wife, I was dreaming about treasure during most of our conversations.

She would say, “Hey honey, how was your day?” My reply was, “Oh it was pretty gold, I mean good.”

Yep, I had developed a good case of treasure fever and it was an itch that was begging to be scratched. I didn’t care if I had to swim down to Davy Jones's locker to get it. I didn’t even care if I had to face Blackbeard himself. I was going to find some treasure!

I figured I could spend my free time walking up and down the beach looking for the stuff. What a great idea! I was already convinced, but once again I was at a roadblock. I knew absolutely nothing about metal detectors or how to find treasure.

That was how my obsession with treasure hunting began. It was pure and innocent, but it fueled my desire to soak up as much treasure hunting information as humanly possible. I quickly became a treasure information monster and my hobby was soon paying for itself. One piece of treasure led to another, and another. I couldn’t believe the stuff I was finding. That was several years ago and over the years my treasure hunting obsession has taught me enough valuable lessons to fill an entire book.

I am here to pass on that knowledge and all of my secrets to any person who has the desire to find treasure. Some of the seasoned treasure hunters think I am nuts for doing this and there are even a few of them who would like to see me walk the plank for sharing this information with the public. Here’s the biggest secret these people don’t want me to share: there is still enough treasure out there for you, me, and anyone else, for that matter. You just have to know how, where, and when to find it.



WHERE DO YOU BEGIN?

If you really want to fill your pockets, your sock drawer, or some secret underground bunker with treasure, then you need to find the answer to one very simple question.

Why Do You Want to Start Treasure Hunting?

Don’t answer that question immediately. It will require some serious thought on your part, and here’s why—knowing the answer to this question will save you loads of valuable time, money, and frustration. Running around frantically chasing one lead after another will exhaust you mentally, physically, and financially.

It is so much easier to focus on one type of treasure and learn everything you can about it before jumping in over your head and drowning in too much information. In the treasure hunting world it is best to set your sights on some of the smaller, easier to obtain treasures first. This will help you achieve some moderate treasure success much easier. Start small and work your way up to that golden prize!

One word of warning though once the treasure bug bites you, it can be really difficult to shake it. Your significant other may even get upset with you because you are spending all of your free time hunting. Just make sure to bring home all the jewelry and goods you uncover and everything should be fine.

Ask Yourself Again. Why Do You Want to Start Treasure Hunting?

Every single treasure hunter—I don’t care if they are male, female, old, young, or from outer space—every treasure hunter wants to start hunting for the same exact reason. We all want to find buried treasure, but “treasure” is one of those funny words that takes on multiple meanings.

What I consider to be treasure might not be to you. What you consider to be treasure might not be to me. Treasure is more personal and every single hunter has their personal favorite type of treasure.

That favorite type of treasure could be gold, silver, platinum, old coins, war relics, prehistoric relics, ancient Native American artifacts, jewelry, art, paper money, old books, stories, bottles, or cow chips. Okay, I really don’t know any treasure hunters who value cow chips, but I do know quite a few who have stepped in them while hunting for treasure, myself included.

I often get asked, “Have you found any valuable treasure with that machine?” My reply is always the same. “Well that depends on what you consider to be valuable.” You might find more value in an old World War II relic than a gold ring. The “value” of treasure is relative.

Knowing why you want to start treasure hunting will help you zero in on one specific area or type of treasure, and as you can already see; treasure possibilities are as wide and varied as the great state of Texas. It will also help you determine which type and brand of metal detector is right for you.

There are literally hundreds of metal detectors on the market today. As you read this, half a dozen more models were probably released into the market. Choosing which metal detector is right for you is probably the most complicated thing about treasure hunting. There are machines that are made for specific purposes, specific price points, and specific environments.

For instance, if your interest is to find older coins, then you would be better off with a machine that was designed for coin shooting. If you want to find gold nuggets, then you are better off with a machine that was designed for finding gold nuggets. If you want to find a clown, then you should stop reading this book and go to the circus. I hope you get my point. There are metal detectors for just about every type of metal and style of treasure hunting. Owning the right machine makes a world of difference.

You may be saying to yourself, “I want to be able to find everything. I want to find old coins, lost jewelry, relics, meteors, pirate treasure, and gold nuggets.” We all want to be able to find everything, and luckily there are machines on the market that are multipurpose. These machines have been designed to help you locate all sorts of treasure and most of them work as advertised.

The main thing to remember is this: your new hobby is supposed to be fun. Don’t overcomplicate things by getting a machine that has a huge learning curve. You will quickly lose interest. The more time that you have to spend learning how to use a metal detector, the less time you will be able to spend digging up buried treasures.

If you don’t already own the machine, my advice to you would be to start simple. Work your way toward a more expensive machine with all the bells and whistles. Get a taste for what treasure hunting is really about before you start spending a lot of money on something that is going to collect dust. You may quickly find out that you don’t really like digging up pull tabs and all the other garbage that is always buried right alongside the really good stuff.
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For every piece of garbage you do dig up, you are one step closer to finding some very valuable buried treasure. I didn’t believe that I could find a single item that would pay for my most expensive metal detector, but I have done this on several occasions actually, and it is an amazing feeling when you uncover an extremely valuable piece of treasure. Each one of these impressive finds became a very valuable learning experience. Being that this is a book about treasure, you can expect to see a few of these finds scattered throughout the content of this book.

As of this writing, metal detectors have come a long way, but many of them still can’t distinguish some of the most common trash from some of the most sought after buried treasures. They are getting close, but they are not quite there yet. Digging up trash is just part of the treasure hunting game. The right machine can help you ignore the trash, but you could be passing up potentially good treasure as well. I will talk about this more later on.



LEARNING THE TREASURE LINGO

The treasure hunting world is full of words and phrases that are not part of everyday conversation. It’s like there is a secret treasure hunting language that is only spoken by the treasure hunting elite in dark pubs over frothy pints of ale. Having a better understanding of these linguistic intricacies will only better you as a treasure hunter. Before we can dive in and start learning the best ways to go about digging up treasure, it is a good idea to learn the lingo. This will allow you to walk the walk and talk the talk. Can you dig it?

You can skip this part if you already consider yourself to be a metal detecting linguistics expert, but if you think canslaw is a canned form of coleslaw, then you might want to keep reading. “Knowledge is power,” they say, and these terms will enrich your brain with valuable treasure hunting knowledge.

If you are trying to keep your exploits a secret (a really good practice!), then be very careful who you use these words around. Any treasure hunter who has been around the block will certainly hear these terms and pay very close attention to your conversation.

Air Test: This is something a lot of people will do the moment they get their first metal detector. They want to see “how well” their newly purchased machine responds to treasure so they start waving various metal objects in front of the coil.

This sounds like a great way to accurately determine how “deep” your new machine can locate metal, but it isn’t. Buried treasure reacts with other elements in the soil that can either make it easier or more difficult to detect. Don’t waste your time doing air tests.

All Metal: Most modern metal detectors have some sort of discrimination capabilities that allow them to ignore common trash and junk metal targets. All Metal is an operating mode with no discrimination at all. Your metal detector will alert you to any type of metal.

Assay: “A test” used to determine the purity of a metal, be it gold, silver, platinum, or any other precious metal.

Bedrock: Used among treasure hunters who specialize in finding gold, modern day prospectors. When you hear the term “bedrock,” it refers to a very hard layer of rock that is practically impenetrable. Getting down to the bedrock is a good thing because this is the one area where all the gold will be. Gold can and will sink in sand, dirt, mud, and even clay. It will not penetrate bedrock.

Bench Deposit: This is an area of high ground that was previously underwater. Over time, fast-moving rivers will erode the land around them and carve their way deeper. The older banks where gold can be found are referred to as bench deposits. I will cover this more with detailed illustrations a little later in the book when we start talking about finding gold! (Page 147)

Black Sand: Black sand is not sand at all. It is actually very small pieces of iron oxide or magnetite. It can be a great sign that you are really close to gold, but it can wreak havoc on some metal detectors. You will quickly form a love/hate relationship with this stuff. The love part comes from knowing black sand means you might be close to some gold. The hate part comes from all of the trouble it is going to cause.

Cache: This is something that every treasure hunter dreams about. A cache is a hoard of valuables that has been hidden. The cache could consist of hundreds of old coins, or a collection of items. Finding a cache can be like winning the treasure hunting lottery!

Canslaw: Grab a big bowl and a fork and get ready for dinner! Canslaw is on the menu tonight. Canslaw consists of small pieces of aluminum cans that get magically scattered around your favorite treasure hunting grounds. It is almost as if someone scattered these little pieces everywhere just to make you work a little harder for your treasure. Could it be the canslaw fairy?

Have you ever seen a lawn mower run over an aluminum can? It makes canslaw. Dredging equipment also makes canslaw. You will learn to dislike canslaw very much because it makes finding real treasure that may be in the same location very, very difficult.

Clad: Clad is another thing that you will just have to get used to because you are going to be finding a lot of it. Clad is any modern money that is made from nonprecious metals. At least you can spend this stuff, and it’s better than filling your finds pouch with canslaw!

Claim: An area of land where a person or business has claimed mineral rights. This is an area where you don’t want to be if you are not the claim owner. This would make you a claim jumper.

Claim Jumper: A claim jumper is someone who steals gold or any other precious metal from an existing claim. Don’t be this person. It is a good way to get shot, arrested, or buried somewhere where no soul will ever find you. Claim owners take their claims very seriously, and you should too.

Coil: The round part at the end of the metal detector. It is also called the loop in certain parts of the world.

Coin Ball: Coin balls are always great. They are small, round chunks of earth with a coin inside. Kind of like candy but much better, and healthier for you too.

Coin Shooting: Coin shooting does not involve firearms and coins. It is the art of using a metal detector to locate nothing but old valuable coins. It can be a very addictive form of treasure hunting, especially when you start pulling old silver coins out of the ground. Once you pull a gold coin out of the ground, your life will never be the same again.

Coin Spill (a.k.a. Pocket Spill): This is when the entire contents of someone’s pockets are spilled resulting in multiple coins in one very small area.

Color: The term “color” has been used by gold prospectors for years. Color is gold. Gold is color!

Coyote Hole: You will often find these in areas where people have already been looking for gold. It is a small dug out area that looks like it would be the perfect coyote den. It is an area where someone has been removing a lot of material. Be careful sticking your head in these. You never know what might have taken up residence in one.

Digger: The tool that you use to dig up your treasure. Owning a metal detector is not enough. You will also need some accessories to help you retrieve your treasure.

Discrimination (Disc for short): There are some metal detectors that have the ability to tell the treasure hunter what type of metal their piece of treasure is made from before they even dig it up. By using this information it can be easy to ignore metal objects that are most likely trash. This is often called discrimination because it helps you, the treasure hunter, discriminate unwanted trashy items.

Some machines offer advanced levels of discrimination that actually work while others claim to have advanced levels of discrimination that don’t seem to work at all. Lower priced metal detectors typically offer less than perfect discrimination abilities.

If you are new to treasure hunting, then you will be very surprised by the amount of trash that is buried right under the surface of the ground. Sometimes there is so much trash that it makes it almost impossible to locate the good treasure. This is when discrimination comes in really handy.

There is also a downside to using too much discrimination. You could be missing out on some very valuable targets. If you discriminate aluminum pull tabs and foil, you will also be discriminating fine gold because even today’s most advanced machines can’t distinguish the difference between these common trashy items and the more valuable pieces of gold. Always use your best judgment when using discrimination with your metal detector.

There is a saying that successful treasure hunters live by and that saying is, “Dig it all!”

The Dry: The term “the dry” is only used by beach hunters. It is anywhere on the beach that the water has not hit in either a long time or ever. Hunting the dry can be fun, and you can find some great treasure here. I also find more trash here than anywhere else. Sand dunes would be a very good example of “the dry.”

Electrolysis: Using electricity to create a chemical reaction. In this case, people use electrolysis to help them clean pieces of treasure without causing any sort of significant damage to the treasure.

False Signal (or Falsing): When a metal detector gives an indication of buried treasure when there is really nothing there. It is giving you false signals. There are all sorts of things that can do this. The most common is user error:

•   Swinging a coil too fast, or in an erratic pattern, will always cause false signals.

•   Bumping your coil against the ground (or anything else) can cause your metal detector to give false signals.

•   Electromagnetic interference can also cause false signals. Cell phones, cordless phones, routers, power lines, and electric dog fences are the most common causes of this problem.

•   Highly mineralized ground can also cause false signals.

Ferrous Targets: Any buried or recovered piece of treasure that contains iron. You are most likely looking for nonferrous targets like gold, silver, platinum, or palladium.

Don’t automatically assume that an iron target is trash. There are plenty of great relics out there that are made from iron and there could be good targets being masked by the iron targets. See Iron Masking for more details. (Page 15)

Fissure: A fissure is basically a crack in the earth. It could be miles long and hundreds of feet deep or it could be the exact opposite. If the fissure is shallow and narrow, it may hold gold.

Flake: A very small, light piece of gold. Some gold flakes are so thin, they float!

Float: Float can be a very good thing when it comes to gold prospecting. Float is loose rock or ore (gold) that has been moved by erosion, the elements, or gravity. Why or how is float considered a good thing? If you are skilled enough to trace the float back to its source, you may hit the mother lode!

Fool’s Gold: Fool’s gold, or pyrite, looks a lot like gold, but it is not. To make matters worse for the would-be treasure hunter, it can be very difficult to tell the difference between fool’s gold and real gold. Here are a few tricks that should help:

•   Fool’s gold almost always has more of a rough look to it. Gold usually looks much smoother. It is really easy to see the difference with something like a magnifying glass or a jeweler’s loupe.

•   Examine the way each one reflects light. Gold will be shiny from any angle. Fools gold will not. With a piece of fool’s gold, you may have to move it around in order to get that shiny reflection.

[image: image]

Fresh Drops: Fresh drops are what a lot of avid beach hunters are finding. These are pieces of treasure that have been recently lost at the beach or in the water. They haven’t had enough time to sink deep into the sand beyond the reach of your metal detector. They are shallow and easy to recover. This form of treasure could be jewelry, coins, cell phones, or Grandma’s gold plated dentures.

Glory Hole: When it comes to gold prospecting, a glory hole is a good thing. It refers to a tunnel or a shaft that has been excavated through the earth to get to a rich gold vein.

Grain: This is a unit of measurement used in the world of gold prospecting. The origin of this unit of measurement was based on the weight of a single piece of grain: 1 grain is equal to 0.0648 grams.

Grid (or Gridding): The term “gridding an area” comes from a method that archaeologists use to recover historical items. When an archaeologist makes a good discovery, they will immediately make a grid of the area using markers and string. This breaks down one large area into several smaller areas. Each smaller area is then meticulously searched.

This same concept can be applied to treasure hunting, but without the need for markers and string. It is easy enough to go very slow in a very tight, very specific pattern that ensures not one inch of ground is missed.

Ground Balance: Some areas will have more minerals in the ground than others. Ground balancing your metal detector is the process of adjusting your metal detector to the minerals in the ground at your current location. There are metal detectors that do this automatically, and there are some that require you to do a manual ground balance.

Lode: This one is simple. The term lode refers to a vein of metal ore.

Halo Effect: Metal items that have been buried for extended periods of time create what is called a halo effect. These metal items create an ionization field or halo that amplifies the treasure. The halo effect can be very obvious for older buried coins.

You may get a very strong signal with your metal detector, but as you start removing earth, the signal gets fainter and sometimes it will even completely disappear. You may even think you had a false signal. If you keep digging, you will find that the piece of treasure is still in the hole.

When you removed the earth, you also broke the ionization halo and now your metal detector can’t “see” the buried treasure. That is where using a really good pinpointer comes in.

This entire concept is up for debate. Some people say it does happen and some say it does not. I have seen it happen myself on several occasions. I talk a little more about this concept a little later and provide some illustrations. (Page 135)

Hammered Site: This is an area where everyone and their entire family have already spent a good amount of time treasure hunting. The chances of finding really good treasure are slim, but there is always a possibility that everyone else may have missed a thing or two. I personally don’t believe in this term because I have hunted some supposed “hammered sites” and found plenty of good treasure.

Hot Rock: I personally don’t care for hot rocks. Hot rocks are rocks that have metallic properties. To your metal detector, these rocks look like a piece of treasure. Some metal detectors will allow you to discriminate out hot rocks, but remember, using too much discrimination will often mean you are leaving behind some good stuff.

Iron Masking: Iron masking is not good. Masking happens when iron is in close proximity to a good piece of treasure. The iron effectively masks or hides the treasure. Your metal detector only responds to the iron. Nine times out of ten, the treasure is ignored by the machine. But there are metal detectors that can still locate good pieces of treasure even if they are right on top of or underneath smaller pieces of iron. With these metal detectors, masking is less noticeable! Hooray! Treasure for everyone who is lucky enough to own a metal detector with these features.
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I have and still do find plenty of great pieces of treasure that are buried right underneath huge chunks of iron without ever knowing they were there. If the iron is really big, your metal detector will not be able to see the treasure underneath it. At least not with current metal detectors on the market today.

I made a rule for myself: if at anytime I am treasure hunting and I locate an iron target that is bigger than a nail (I can usually tell how big a target is with my machine), I dig it up. Who knows what it could be, and who knows what could be underneath, or even in it?

I was hunting an area that was loaded with Civil War relics. My metal detector alerted me to a big iron target. My mind wandered, and I thought it could be a gun or a sword. I quickly started uncovering the target. It was not a gun or a sword—it was an old chunk of pipe.

I was a little disappointed in my find, but that pipe was not the only thing buried in that spot. Right under the iron pipe, I uncovered several Civil War bullets and other relics that were being masked by the iron pipe.

Malleable: One of the magical things about gold other than its beautiful luster, density, and ability to make people completely insane, is the fact that it is malleable. This simply means that it can be hammered, pressed, or worked into different shapes without breaking. Very few metals exhibit this unique quality.

Mother Lode: Yet another gold prospecting term that has found its way into modern day culture. Finding the mother lode is what we all dream of. The mother lode would be the main source of gold in an area. Just imagine one huge vein of gold that stretched as far as the eye can see. You might find this one at the end of the rainbow!

Nugget: A cute pet name that I used to refer to my son when he was just a little guy. Nuggets are always good in the world of gold and they vary in shape, size, weight, and purity. Finding a gold nugget of any size is always nice!

Notch: Notching is using a form of discrimination to accurately identify only certain types of metal. Many coin shooters will notch out everything but a very specific coin they are looking for. This helps them ignore everything else. Notch is also the name of the guy who created the hugely popular game called Minecraft. Yep, that has absolutely nothing to do with treasure.

Nulling (or Null Signal): Some metal detector brands create a constant sound. This constant sound is called a threshold. When the threshold sound stops or completely disappears, it nulls. This is usually the result of a large piece of iron. This is the perfect example of masking. Any good targets are masked by the null, or lack of sound, the metal detector makes.

Overburden: This is the way you feel every year when you have to file your taxes! In the world of gold prospecting, overburden is the material—which could be rocks, stones, sand, clay, or dirt—that is found above gold or bedrock.

The Parking Lot: This is not a literal parking lot, and not every beach has what I like to call “The Parking Lot.” Only beaches that allow you to drive and park your car on them have parking lots, and as you can guess, this is the area where everyone parks. You can find it in The Dry.

Pay Dirt: Yet another gold prospecting term that has made its way into our modern society. Pay dirt is a good thing in the world of gold prospecting. Pay dirt is any type of material where gold can be found in higher quantities. Some people refer to pay dirt as material that can yield a profit.

Pay Streak: Pay streaks are yet another excellent source of gold. In the most basic concept, a pay streak is simply an area where a large amount of gold can be found. Finding the pay streak can be tough if you are new to the gold prospecting game. It all boils down to how and where gold moves through the world. I will get to that a little later.

Pennyweight: This is a unit of measurement that equals 24 grains or 1/20 of a troy ounce.

Pulse Induction (or PI): This is a type of metal detector that reacts to all metals. They are known to go very deep and they are not affected by highly mineralized ground. They can see ferrous and nonferrous metals right through any type of mineralization. They are great machines. Every serious metal detector enthusiast should own at least one. The downside is the fact that they offer little or no discrimination abilities.

Picker: This is a small piece of gold. It is bigger than a flake but smaller than a nugget. Most pickers are about the size of something that might fall out of your nose.

Pinpointer: A small handheld metal detector that you use to pinpoint the exact location of a buried piece of treasure once you have removed a big old chunk of earth. I will go over using a pinpointer a little later in this book. (Page 138)

Pinpointing: Using a metal detector or a pinpointer to determine the exact location of a buried piece of treasure.

Placer Gold: Refers to gold that can be found in a gravel deposit. It has been “placed” in its current location by gravity, water, or other natural elements. Placer gold can lead you back to the mother lode where it originated.

The smaller the pieces of gold found in the placer, the further you are from the original source. If you are finding tiny flakes in gravel deposited along a bench deposit, move further upstream until you start finding larger nuggets. Larger nuggets will tell you that you are closer to the original source of the gold.

Plug: When you are treasure hunting on an area of nice land, you always want to cut a plug. Cutting a plug is the art (yes, cutting a good plug is an art form) of using a digging tool to remove a plug of soil in order to get to the piece of treasure buried below it.

A good plug will go right back in the ground, and no one will ever be able to tell that you were even there. Unless the plug you just created was on top of a chipmunk’s burrow. Then you might have one angry chipmunk!

I will go over cutting a good plug a little bit later in the recovery section of this book. (Page 127)

Pocket Gold: Pocket gold is a little different than, say, placer gold. It is not smooth on the edges because it hasn’t been eroded by the elements. Pocket gold refers to gold that is sometimes the source of placer gold. Pocket gold is typically found at higher elevations and deep underground. Pocket gold will often be worth more than its melt value because of the strange shapes it is often found in.

Pull Tab: Get used to seeing these little pieces of trash because there is a really good chance you will be digging up quite a few of them when you start searching for treasure. This is the part of an aluminum can that you use to open the can. Pull tabs … Ugh.

Probe: A small tool that is used to help you locate a coin buried in the ground. It looks very similar to an icepick or a screwdriver. Using a probe to locate a coin buried in the ground can be difficult, but it is the preferred method of recovery when you don’t want to disturb the grass. It creates a very small hole that is virtually unnoticeable. I will go over using a probe a little later. (Page 132)

Pyrite: See Fool’s Gold.

Quartz: Quartz is a hard mineral that is often a good sign you are close to gold. Finding a good sized quartz vein could mean that you are very close to a good source of gold. There are even quartz-gold specimens being found. These are a combination of quartz and gold and they often fetch a very high selling price.

Relics: Buried pieces of history that may not have monetary value based on the metals they are made from. Relics still hold a significant historical value.

Riffles: Riffles are areas in moving water that create a backflow and cause gold to settle down to the bottom. Sluice boxes use riffles to trap gold and some gold pans feature riffles along one side to help trap gold as well. (A sluice box is a gold prospecting tool; one of the very first ways to get gold from moving water.)

Sanded In: When there is an overabundance of sand built up on the beach, and all of the targets are buried beyond the reach of your metal detector. Unfortunately this happens a lot, and when the beach is sanded in, you are better off hunting somewhere else.

Seam: Think of the seam in a shirt or a pair of pants. When it comes to geology, a seam is very similar. It could be an area where two types of rock meet or it could be an area where a valuable precious metal extends for some length.

Sniping: This is a fun way to find gold in fast-moving areas of water using nothing more than a mask, snorkel, and a few hand tools.

Specific Gravity: The density of a material compared to the density of another material. In most cases the material used for comparing is water.

Sweep: The distance your coil moves from left to right (or right to left if you are a lefty).

Tailings: Tailings are piles of rock or other material that have been left over from mining operations. Tailing piles are often a good place to start searching for gold with your metal detector.

Target: The piece of treasure that you are trying to recover. Targets are a really good thing!

Target ID: Some metal detectors will use a visual indicator to help you determine what your target is before you even start digging it up. This is the target ID. It could be a numerical value, or it could be a visual on-screen image.

Target Separation: Some of the more expensive metal detectors on the market today use a high-tech feature called target separation. This allows the metal detector to respond to more than one target in a very small area. Target separation can be a very good thing once you learn how to effectively use it.

Test Garden: An area where people plant items to test the efficiency of their metal detector. While this sounds like a good idea, it cannot give you a 100 percent accurate representation of the capabilities of your metal detector. See Halo Effect.

Threshold: The constant hum that some metal detectors make when in use. The threshold changes when a target is under the coil.

Tone ID: The audio signal that comes from your metal detector. The specific tone being generated can help you identify the target before you even think about digging it up.

Tot Lot: This can be a really good place to hunt; “tot lot” is another phrase for playground.

The Towel Line: This is an area of beach where everyone puts down their towels and lays out in the sun. This area can be part of the wet or the dry, and it should never be over-looked.
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