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  THE MISSION

  of the Boone and Crockett Club

  It is the policy of the Boone and Crockett Club to promote the guardianship and provident management of big game and associated wildlife in North America and to maintain the highest standards of fair chase and sportsmanship in all aspects of big game hunting, in order that this resource of all the people may survive and prosper in its natural habitats. Consistent with this objective, the Club supports the use and enjoyment of our wildlife heritage to the fullest extent by this and future generations of mankind.
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  Photo from B&C Archives

  Philip L. Wright served as the Records Committee Chairman from 1978 through 1986. Wright is pictured above at the 18th Big Game Awards Program with the well-known Chadwick ram – considered by some the greatest trophy ever taken by a modern-day hunter.


  Introduction

  By Robert H. Hanson

  Boone and Crockett Club Records Keeping

  BIG GAME RECORDS-KEEPING HAS ALWAYS BEEN AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE BOONE AND CROCKETT CLUB’S ACTIVITIES SINCE IT WAS FOUNDED IN 1887, BUT METHODS OF MEASUREMENT, RECOGNITION PROGRAMS, AND OTHER ACTIVITIES HAVE CONTINUED TO EVOLVE OVER THE YEARS. IN 1902, THE CLUB’S EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ASSIGNED THEODORE ROOSEVELT, CASPAR WHITNEY, AND ARCHIBALD ROGERS TO A SUBCOMMITTEE THAT WAS CHARGED WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY OF DEVISING A SCORING SYSTEM TO RECORD BIOLOGICAL AND SCIENTIFIC DATA ON WHAT WERE THEN THOUGHT TO BE THE VANISHING BIG GAME SPECIES OF NORTH AMERICA. LITTLE IS KNOWN TODAY ABOUT THE FRUITS OF THEIR LABORS, AS NO WRITTEN RECORD OF THE WORKINGS OF THIS GROUP HAS EVER BEEN FOUND. IT IS ASSUMED, HOWEVER, THAT THIS SUBCOMMITTEE CONTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE SCORING CHARTS USED IN THE 1932 AND 1939 EDITIONS OF Records of North American Big Game.

  The scoring systems used in those early days were rather primitive and uncomplicated by today’s standards. Most trophies were scored by one or two simple measurements, and then ranked by the length of the longer horn, antler, or tusk. The only method of measurement that remained substantially intact, after the current system was adopted in 1950, was the one used to score the skulls of bears and cats. Otherwise, the methods employed for scoring all of the other categories were significantly changed.

  Club members quickly realized that the scoring system used for the first two records books was inadequate. In fact, Grancel Fitz wrote a chapter in the 1939 book in which he urged that a more equitable system should be employed for the measuring and scoring of native North American big game. However, his recommendations were tabled until after World War II, largely because numerous Club members were involved in serving their country, in both military and civilian capacities.

  Immediately after the War, Club members gathered with the intention of reinvigorating the Club’s records-keeping activities. One of the first initiatives was the establishment, in 1947, of a program then called a “Competition,” – designed to recognize the most outstanding trophies entered in a given calendar year. While the Club continued to work on devising a more equitable scoring system, the finest trophies in each category were invited to the first “Competition,” held at the American Museum of Natural History in New York City, where they were certified by a Judges’ Panel for Awards and Certificates.

  The 1950, 1951, and 1952 Competitions were the first to employ the Club’s copyrighted scoring system that was adopted in 1950. That system remains the universally recognized system for scoring native North American big game, with its emphasis on both symmetry and mass. With only periodic refinements and “tweaking,” that system has endured to this day. More importantly, rather than recording data for animals that were originally thought to be on the verge of extinction, the Club’s records-keeping activities now record the successes of conservation efforts and professional game management throughout North America.

  The Competitions, previously held annually, were held on a biennial basis, beginning with the 6th Competition, which covered the years 1953 and 1954, and continued on this basis through the 13th Competition (1967-1968). The subsequent 14th Competition was the first trophy recognition program that became a triennial event, and also was the last to be referred to as a “Competition.” Club members were of the opinion that it was inappropriate to refer to its recognition programs as “competitions,” when the intent of such programs was to celebrate the outstanding trophies that were the by-products of sound conservation and game management practices. Accordingly, the “Competitions” became a part of history, to be replaced by “Awards Programs,” to better reflect their purpose.

  At the close of each Competition/Awards Program, the Club has historically published a poster or photo brochure which features each trophy sent to be rescored by the Judges’ Panel. The so-called Place Award accorded to each trophy is mentioned, while the trophy winning the First Place Award is featured with a photograph. These photo brochures continue to this day, and are distributed at the Awards Banquet for each of the triennial Awards Programs. Until 1983 these brochures were the only written and pictorial publications of the recognitions programs that had taken place over the years. That would change a year later.

  In 1984 the Boone and Crockett Club published a book titled Boone and Crockett Club’s 18th Big Game Awards. It was a modest beginning for what has become a hugely successful undertaking. The intent of such a publication was to provide a listing of big game trophies accepted into the Club’s Awards Program for a specific three-year period – in this case the years 1980 through 1982. No longer would those with accepted trophies have to wait until the next edition of the “all-time” record book (published on a six-year cycle) to see their names in print. Moreover, every recipient of a Place Award, Honorable Mention, or Certificate of Merit at the Awards Program Banquet was invited to submit a short story relating the details of his or her successful hunt. Some 909 trophies were accepted as part of the 18th Awards Program, and 68 Place Awards, Honorable Mentions, or Certificates of Merit were presented at the Awards Program Banquet, held in Dallas, on July 30, 1983. Many outstanding stories appeared in Boone and Crockett Club’s 18th Big Game Awards, several of which appear in this anthology.

  It is the intent of this anthology both to include outstanding stories that have appeared in the eight Awards books that have been published to date, and also to chronicle the success of the Awards Program itself over the years since the 18th Awards book appeared in print. The stories themselves, represent the “best of the best,” selected for the ways in which the successful hunters captured the essence of their hunting experiences, including their tenacity, their ethics, and their respect for the outstanding trophies they harvested. They are substantially unedited, in order to preserve the original story-telling of the authors, most of whom were more comfortable with a rifle or a bow than with a word processor. It is hoped that the reader will vicariously share with these authors the emotions felt by all hunters – the vagaries of weather, the torment of lung-searing climbs, the hours and days of frustration and disappointment, but ultimately the moment of joy and exhilaration accompanying the taking of an outstanding trophy.

  But first, it is appropriate to detail the evolution and the growth of the Awards Program since the publication of the Boone and Crockett Club’s 18th Big Game Awards book in 1984. In the early 1980s the Boone and Crockett Club was housed in modest quarters in Dumfries, Virginia, and had only a very small staff to support the operations of the Club.

  Buoyed by the success of the 18th Awards publication, a major decision was made, effective with the 19th Awards Entry Period, covering the years 1983 to 1985. Henceforth, for the Awards Program only, lower minimum scores would be established for most of the big game species recognized by the Club. It was hoped that the establishment of these minimums would result in a greater number of entries, from those who would be able to see their names in print, for one time only, in the next Awards Program publication. More importantly, the Club felt that the submission of more entries would create a larger data base from which to assess game populations throughout North America, both in terms of quantity and quality. Effective with the 19th Awards Program, the Club added two more species to those it recognized – the Sitka blacktail deer and the Central Canada barren ground caribou. Partially because of these changes, some 1,383 entries were accepted for the 19th Awards Program, and 87 awards were presented at the Awards Program Banquet in Las Vegas – substantial percentage increases over previous Awards Entry Periods. Amazingly, the number of accepted trophies for the 20th Awards Entry Period increased once again by over 50%, to a total of 2,079.

  In the early 1990s the Club moved its operations to the Old Milwaukee Depot, in Missoula, Montana, and occupies those facilities to this day. During the decade of the 90s, and into the early part of the 21st Century, the scope and outreach of the Club continued to expand, and the Records Program continued to evolve. New categories continued to be recognized, including non-typical American elk, tule elk, non-typical Columbia blacktail deer and non-typical Sitka blacktail deer. In connection with each Awards Entry Period, the Club continued to invite outstanding trophies and potential World’s Records to be sent to the site of the Awards functions for judging by panels of veteran Official Measurers. Until the turn of the century, the rules were fairly simple and rigid – the scores of the Judges Panel, up or down, were final, and a new World’s Record could be determined only by a duly appointed panel.
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  Photo from B&C Archives

  Jack Reneau, pictured here at the 18th Awards Program, has been the Director of Big Game Records for the Boone and Crockett Club since 1983. Prior to that he handled the day-to-day operations for the Records Program for the NRA when they cosponsored the program with Boone and Crockett.

  


  For as long as the Club’s present scoring system has been in place, there was a mandate that trophies could not be scored until they had air dried at normal atmospheric temperatures for 60 days. It was felt that during such a period any normal “shrinkage” would have run its course. Unfortunately, it was noted that many outstanding trophies were not being sent for panel judging, particularly those taken early in each Awards Entry Period. The Club surmised, correctly, that many trophy owners were fearful of their entry scores being reduced by the Judges Panel because of subsequent and additional shrinkage. Accordingly, under the leadership of C. Randall Byers, Chairman of the Records of North American Big Game Committee, substantial data was assembled, and the conclusion was reached that there was indeed additional shrinkage taking place after the original 60-day “drying period.” As a consequence, and after considerable study and deliberation, so-called “shrinkage allowances” were developed, effective with trophies entered in connection with the 22nd Awards Entry Period, and Judges Panel are now permitted to accept an original entry score if they produce a lower measurement that falls within the bounds of the shrinkage factor. Initially, this procedure was not utilized with respect to potential World’s Records, but subsequent discussion and deliberation accorded such treatment to those trophies, effective with the 25th Awards Program. Additionally, it was felt that a potential World’s Record trophy should not have to wait until a triennial Judges Panel certified it as such, and on August 15, 2001, the Club assembled the first ever Special Judges Panel of four veteran measurers, who certified two new World’s Records, at an afternoon session in Missoula. A subsequent Special Judges Panel was convened on May 24, 2003, to verify the World’s Record status of two other trophies.

  Finally, one of the enduring roles of the Judges Panel is its ability to determine that a specific trophy should receive the Sagamore Hill Award – the highest award that the Club can bestow. The Sagamore Hill Medal is given by the Roosevelt family, in memory of Theodore Roosevelt (Founder and first President of the Boone and Crockett Club), Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., and Kermit Roosevelt. It was created in 1948, and as noted, may be awarded by the Big Game Final Awards Judges Panel, if in their opinion there is an outstanding trophy worthy of great distinction. Only one may be given in any Big Game Awards Program. A special Sagamore Hill Award may also be presented by the Club’s Executive Committee for distinguished devotion to the objectives of the Club, and since its inception there have been seven recipients of special awards. Since the publishing of the 18th Awards Program book in 1984, four trophy hunters have been recipients of this prestigious award – Michael J. O’Haco, in 1986, for his outstanding pronghorn; Gene C. Alford, in 1989, for his cougar; Charles E. Erickson, Jr., in 1992, for his non-typical Coues’ whitetail deer; and Gernot Wober, in 2001, for his Rocky Mountain goat. Inside these pages the reader will not be disappointed when he relives the experiences of Gene Alford, who, by his own admission had been hunting cougars for over 40 years, finally taking the Number Two cat, along with the Club’s highest award. Similarly, Michael J. O’Haco’s taking of a World’s Record pronghorn is a classic tale of the tactics involved in hunting North America’s fastest land mammal.

  So, as these words are written in mid-2006, to what level has the Awards Program risen? First, beginning with the 23rd Awards book, field photos were published in full color – a dramatic and striking improvement over earlier editions. One has only to look at the 25th Awards Book, published in late 2004, to see to what level, and standard of excellence, the Awards books have evolved. That book, encompassing 673 pages, and featuring many color photographs, details the 4,000 entries accepted into the 25th Awards Program, as well as the stories of the 118 award winners at the 2004 Awards Program Banquet in Kansas City, Missouri. Readers of this anthology will be able to read several outstanding stories selected from that book. The Club’s 26th Awards book, covering the years 2004-2006, will be published in 2007.

  That so many entries are contributed during a three year period is a testament both to the success and recognition of the Awards Program, and also to the successes of the various state and provincial wildlife agencies throughout North America. Their efforts are proof positive that sound game management can restore and maintain game populations at levels that are appropriate for the carrying capacity of the lands they inhabit. Moreover, it should be noted that the Boone and Crockett Club continues to recognize new World’s Records as part of each triennial Awards Entry Period – demonstrating that these same, sound game management techniques produce high quality trophies as well.

  Finally, it should be noted that several of the outstanding trophies featured in this anthology will live on, not only in the written words of those who took them, but also by virtue of the fact that they are seen by literally hundreds of thousands of people every year in Cody, Wyoming. It is in that northwestern Wyoming city that the Club’s National Collection of Heads and Horns is housed, inside the Cody Firearms Museum, itself one of the five museums comprising the world famous Buffalo Bill Historical Center.

  This author would be remiss if he did not recognize the extraordinary contributions of the many individuals who have contributed to the success of the Awards Program over these many years. First and foremost, is Jack Reneau, who has been Director of Big Game Records since 1983. Throughout these years Jack has tirelessly processed record book entries, trained hundreds of Official Measurers, answered countless questions relating to the scoring of big game trophies, and meticulously proofread the tables and text that make up both the Awards Program books and the All-time records book – Records of North American Big Game. Without his dedicated service, it is unlikely that the Big Game Awards Program would have risen to the level that it now enjoys, and received the accolades that it rightly deserves. The author also owes a huge debt of gratitude to Jack, and his encyclopedic memory, for having provided so much of the detail relating to the early years of the Club’s records-keeping activities.

  Additionally, the Club has benefited from the expertise and devotion of a number of Chairmen of the Records of North American Big Game Committee. Three of these Chairmen are no longer with us – Philip L. Wright, Walter D. White, and C. Randall Byers. The Club properly recognized the contributions of Phil Wright when it bestowed upon him the Sagamore Hill Award in 1996 for lifelong commitment to conservation, for dedication to the principles of fair chase, and scientific integrity with the records program. Today, the Records Committee is ably led by Eldon L. “Buck” Buckner, who continues the traditions of his predecessors by constantly displaying his expertise, enthusiasm, and wise counsel.

  Finally, the quality of the Awards books, as well as other Club publications, has improved dramatically since the Club recognized the considerable talents of Julie T. Houk, when it hired her in 1993 as Publications Director. Julie has now reached the point where she is broadly recognized throughout the publishing industry as a first rank professional, and the Club is deeply indebted to her for her contributions.

  Now, we invite the reader to sit back and enjoy the stories of those men and women who have taken outstanding trophies. We are sure that you will see, as has this author, that there are a considerable number of common “threads” that run through these stories. Yes, there is an element of luck associated with the taking of an outstanding trophy, but the author is reminded of the old saying “the harder I work the luckier I get.” You will read of the tenacity of one hunter who pursued an individual buck over a number of years, until he finally downed him, and secured a World’s Record. You will read the story of a dedicated bowhunter and of the meticulous preparation and tactics that resulted in his taking of an outstanding bull elk. You will share with the authors their recitals of rain, snow, sleet, and harsh conditions. Finally, and most importantly, you will see that each of these authors embraced the concept of fair chase, and for that they should be applauded.[image: common]

  ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Robert H. Hanson is the Secretary of the Boone and Crockett Club (1992-1997 and 2001 to present), and a member of the Club’s Board of Directors. An Official Measurer, he is also a member of the Records of North American Big Game Committee, and served as a Panel Judge for the 24th and 25th Awards Programs. He is an avid North American and African big game hunter, and lives with his wife, Arlene, also a Club member, on their ranch near Wapiti, Wyoming.
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  Photo from B&C Archives

  C. Randall Byers, Big Game Records Committee Chairman from 1995-2002, discusses the specifics of a particular measurement on a typical whitetail deer at the 20th Big Game Awards. The captivated audience also includes, from left, Eldon L. “Buck” Buckner (current Records Committee Chairman), Walter H. White (Records Committee Chairman 1987-1994), and on the far right bottom, Philip L. Wright (Records Committee Chairman 1978-1986).


  Entering Your Trophy

  By Jack Reneau

  Boone and Crockett Club

  IF YOU ARE FORTUNATE TO HAVE TAKEN A ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME TROPHY LIKE THOSE FEATURED IN THIS BOOK, YOU OWE IT TO YOURSELF, YOUR TROPHY, AND THOUSANDS OF HUNTER-CONSERVATIONISTS TO ENTER IT INTO B&C’S PRESTIGIOUS RECORDS BOOK. NOT ONLY WILL YOUR TROPHY RECEIVE THE RECOGNITION IT DESERVES, BUT THE CONSERVATION RECORD ATTRIBUTED TO THE EFFORTS OF HUNTER-CONSERVATIONISTS IS INCOMPLETE WITHOUT IT.

  In order to submit a trophy into Boone and Crockett Club’s Awards Programs, you must first have it scored by a B&C Official Measurer. You can obtain a list of measurers in your state or province, as well as a list of minimum entry scores, by calling the Club’s headquarters in Missoula, Montana, at 406/542-1888.

  If your trophy meets or exceeds the minimum score for your category, the Official Measurer will provide you with a list of entry requirements and assist you in submitting it to B&C for listing in records book. This chapter includes a complete list of entry requirements with tips for streamlining the process.

  SCORECHART

  The most obvious and basic item needed to enter a trophy is a fully completed, current, original score chart, signed and dated by an Official Measurer appointed by the Boone and Crockett Club. Photocopies of score charts, as well as incomplete score charts, are unacceptable. Entries submitted on Pope and Young Club score charts, or on outdated score forms, are also unacceptable. When an entry is not submitted on the correct (and properly completed) score chart, all other processing steps must wait until a correct and accurate original score chart is received.

  ENTRY FEE

  A check or money order for $40 in U.S. funds must accompany each entry to cover the entry fee. If the entry fee is not included with the entry materials, or if the incorrect amount is tendered, the trophy owner is notified that the proper entry fee is needed.

  ENTRY AFFIDAVIT

  Another item of importance that must be submitted with each hunter-taken trophy is an original Entry Affidavit properly signed and witnessed. The correct Entry Affidavit is on the back of all current score charts. The hunter’s signature on the Entry Affidavit needs to be notarized by a notary public, or witnessed by an Official Measurer. Once a trophy has been measured that makes the minimum score, the Official Measurer should give the trophy owner an opportunity to read the Entry Affidavit on the back of the score chart. Once the hunter is satisfied that he/she understands and meets all aspects of the Entry Affidavit, he/she should sign it in the presence of the Official Measurer who should then witness the hunter’s signature by signing and dating it in the spaces provided on the score chart.

  Please note that the Official Measurer’s signature witnessing an Entry Affidavit on the back of the score chart is in addition to the Official Measurer’s signature on the score chart verifying his/her measurement. The Official Measurer must actually be present and see the hunter sign the Entry Affidavit before the measurer signs it, or the Entry Affidavit is unacceptable.

  The notary public is still required in cases where trophy owners have no direct contact with an Official Measurer. For example, measurers frequently do not meet trophy owners when they are scoring trophies for big buck contests, or when a friend, taxidermist, or other individual delivers a trophy to a measurer for the hunter. Canadian trophy owners only can also have their signature witnessed by an employee of a fish and game department, in lieu of the notary’s or Official Measurer’s signature.

  PHOTOGRAPH REQUIREMENTS

  All bear and cat entries must be accompanied with clearly focused, close-up photo prints (black and white or color) of the front, left side, right side, and top of the clean, dry skull. All trophies with antlers, horns, or tusks must be accompanied with clearly focused, close-up photo prints of the front, left side, and right side of the trophy, preferably with a plain background. Slides are unacceptable.

  Field photograph submissions are highly desired but not required for trophy acceptance. We accept any submissions and publish photos showing the hunter with the animal in the landscape where the hunt occurred, excluding vehicles or structures. Please note that not all field photos will be published

  Digital photographs, which were previously unacceptable for many reasons, are now acceptable in place of regular print photographs. The primary reason is technology to make and reproduce high quality digital photographs needed to guarantee and protect the integrity of the Club’s archives is now adequate to meet our needs. Many digital photographs we receive are printed with poor resolution (less than 1,200 dots per inch) and/or are printed on plain copy paper. Such photographs are unacceptable because they cannot be reproduced in B&C publications and are highly susceptible to damage. The Club needs high quality photographs that will last forever with each trophy entry. The photographs, especially field photographs if available, need to be high quality to be reproduced in books and magazines.

  Digital photographs submitted for acceptance into the Club’s Awards Programs, must comply with the following criteria:

  A. Camera quality - the resolution level of the image must be 2 mega-pixels and above.

  B. Printer - digital photographs must be printed at 1,200 DPI or better.

  C. Paper - digital photographs must be printed on glossy, photo-grade paper.

  D. Photo size - 3”x4” or 4”x6” singly or three or four photographs per page on 8”x10” or 8.5”x11” glossy photo paper.

  HUNTER, GUIDE, AND HUNT INFORMATION FORM

  Each entry that was taken by a hunter must also include a completed Hunter, Guide, and Hunt Information (HGH) form, even if the services of a guide were not employed on the hunt. The hunter simply needs to complete the parts of the HGH form that apply to his particular trophy. The HGH form, and all other required forms, are available from the Official Measurer, and from the Records Office. The same forms can be downloaded from the Club’s web site.

  LICENSE AND/OR TAG

  A photocopy of the appropriate hunting license (and/or tags, if applicable) must accompany each entry that was taken by a hunter. If a copy of the license and/or tags is no longer available, the Club will accept a statement from an appropriate Game and Fish Department official who will certify that a license (and any required tags) was possessed by the hunter at the time the trophy was taken. If the Game and Fish Department no longer has records at its disposal to verify the purchase of a license, a written statement, on official letterhead, from Game and Fish personnel stating the fact that the license information is no longer available is acceptable. The hunting license copy requirement will then be waived.

  The last three items listed above, the Entry Affidavit, Hunter Guide and Hunt Information form and the hunting license copy, are only required for trophies that are known to have been taken by hunters. Trophy owners submitting picked-up trophies, trophies of unknown origin, or trophies taken by deceased hunters are not required to submit these items to complete the entry. However, entry materials of picked-up trophies and trophies of unknown origin, must now be accompanied with a narrative that tracks its origin and history.

  In addition to all of the items previously mentioned, there are several other items or pieces of information requested for each entry. The first item is an accurate location of kill for each entry. In most cases the office simply needs the county or geographic location (e.g., river, mountain, etc.) and state or province where the trophy was taken. All trophies from the lower 48 states are listed in the records books by county and state, while all trophies from Canada and Alaska are listed by geographic location and state or province. Trophies from Mexico are listed by state and country. In cases where a trophy is harvested near a category separation boundary (e.g., mule deer/blacktail deer; grizzly bear/Alaska brown bear; etc.) the exact location of kill, pinpointed by marking an “X” on a map, is required.

  Finally, if available, the Club would like to obtain the age of each trophy entry if the age was determined by a competent authority. The Club also would like to record the rack or tusk weights (in pounds and ounces) for walrus, caribou, elk, and moose. Complete details for providing this information are given on the back of each Hunter, Guide and Hunt Information form that must be submitted with each hunter-taken entry. The age data will likely be useful in managing big-game populations for trophy animals, as well as supporting the case for trophy hunting. The rack and tusk weights can be used to make comparisons between various North American big-game species, as well as comparisons with their counterparts in other parts of the world.

  Incidentally, up to four people can be listed in the records book as the hunter for a single trophy. However, in order to list more than one person, each hunter must submit a signed and witnessed Entry Affidavit, as well as a copy of his or her hunting license/tag, for the trophy being entered. There are no special requirements to list more than one owner.

  RECOGNITION ITEMS

  Once your trophy has been processed and passed the Club’s due-diligence process, it will be accepted and you will be a sent a handsome acceptance certificate with an image of Theodore Roosevelt on it. In addition, your trophy will be listed in one issue of B&C’s Fair Chase magazine, and a copy of the Awards Period records book, as well as the next edition of the all-time records book, if it exceeds the all-time records book minimum entry score. Finally, you can obtain several special recognition items to memorialize your accomplishment. These items include a shadow box, a laminated certificate plaque, a belt buckle, and a ring with the category and score of your trophy. [image: common]


  Bears & Cougar

  Black Bear

  Grizzly Bear

  Alaska Brown Bear

  Polar Bear

  Cougar
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  Photo from B&C Archives

  Black Bear, Scoring 22-8/16 Points, Taken by Fred Peters in Gila County, Arizona, in 1985 (pictured with the author’s hound, Jake).


  Lean, Raw-Boned Fighter

  By Fred Peters

  19th Big Game Awards Program

  CENTRAL ARIZONA MAY SEEM AN UNLIKELY PLACE TO HUNT BLACK BEAR, BUT BEAR DO INHABIT THE BRUSH- AND CACTUS-COVERED MOUNTAINS AND CANYONS, AND AN INORDINATE NUMBER OF THEM REACH THE HUGE PROPORTIONS THAT HUNTERS DREAM ABOUT. MAYBE IT’S THE MILD WINTERS AND ABUNDANT FEED, OR BEING ABLE TO REACH A RIPE OLD AGE IN AN ISOLATED AREA, BUT FOR WHATEVER REASON, THERE ARE SOME ENORMOUS BEARS IN ARIZONA.

  Ingrained in the Southwest is a long and deep tradition of hunting bear with hounds. Many of the greatest of the lion and bear hunters, men like Ben Lilly and Monteque Stevens, Uncle Jimmy Owens and Homer Pickens, the Goswicks, the Evans, the Lee brothers, and many others, did their hunting in the rugged southwestern mountains. Teddy Roosevelt made numerous trips to Arizona and Colorado to hunt bear and lion behind a pack of local hounds. And even today, there is some fine bear hunting within sight of Zane Grey’s cabin, where the author wrote many of his western novels, and chased bear and lion with hounds. A man riding these hills today is following in some famous footsteps as he pursues his elusive quarry.

  My own pack of seven dogs is a mixture of redticks and blueticks, out of the big game hounds of Clell and Dale Lee. I was fortunate to have hunted with Clell and Dale, and I learned by their example the meaning of persistence and long rides, of fair chase, and true hounds. Bear hunting from horseback, using dogs in the dry and rocky southwest, is an uncertain and sporting proposition.

  I live in Show Low, Arizona, and have hunted for bear and lion with hounds for the past 16 years, mostly on the White Mountain Apache Indian Reservation. This 1.7 million-acre reservation is famous for the trophy elk taken annually from the high, aspen- and pine-covered ridges, and there is also good hunting for deer, bear, lion, and javelina.

  One day in October 1984, my son Joe and I decided to hunt some of the pinyon-juniper country that borders the Salt River Canyon, where I had found a particularly large bear track the previous spring. Cut a small section out of the Grand Canyon and drop it in central Arizona, and you’d have a fair replica of the Salt River Canyon. It is this type of ruggedness that discourages hunters and, we hoped, had allowed some bears to grow both old and big.

  The third day we hunted, the dogs trailed a giant bear track into an impossibly rough, rocky canyon where the bear whipped the dogs and escaped. Joe and I, our horses and our hounds, were physically beat as we limped back to camp by moonlight. But, we resolved to regroup and try that big, mean bear another day

  In the spring of 1985, despite numerous hunts in the Salt River area, we were unable to locate the big bear. The weather had been relatively dry, so we did most of our scouting near sources of water. At one of the cattle water catchments we found the big bear’s impressive tracks. We did not find enough sign to know his exact habitat, but at least he was still alive and in the area. Not far from the water catchment was a suitable campsite with an old corral and water for our horses. The road into camp was difficult and steep, but we figured we could pull the horse trailers in by using four-wheel drive if the weather stayed dry. We made our plans for a three-day hunt in early September. I would hunt the first day alone, and Greg and his son would haul in additional horses and camp gear for the next two days.

  It was cool in the early morning darkness as I loaded my hounds and horses. Show Low is over 6,000 feet in elevation, but our campsite, 45 miles from town, was about 1,000 feet lower and much warmer. In September it is sometimes too warm, as the hounds run out of gas quickly in hot weather, leaving only the cool, early morning hours to hunt effectively. By the time I arrived at our campsite, dawn was breaking. I hurriedly saddled my big brown horse, while the dogs whined impatiently in their boxes. The first place to check was the cattle tank where we had found the big bear’s tracks in August.

  The dogs detected no scent at the tank; so, we continued down the crooked ravine that drained from the cattle tank. A mile or so down the ravine, we climbed out and headed across a series of ridges and canyons. As I rode into one particularly rugged canyon, the dogs started drifting ahead with their heads up and noses quivering, as they searched the air currents for the scent of bear. Just as they reached the bottom, my big redtick hound (Bart) announced with a bellow that he had found a bear. Immediately, the other six hounds joined in. With an excited chorus of barks, the dogs roared up the twisted canyon. These canyons are also inhabited by Coues’ whitetail deer and javelina, which my young dogs will sometimes chase, so I leaped off my horse to try to find a track. In the gravel where the dogs had barked was a single large, flattened-out area. Not really much to go on, but it was a bear, and a big one, and the dogs were going in the right direction.

  By the time I had remounted and urged my horse forward, the baying of the dogs had faded into the distance. My big horse, a veteran of many bear hunts, dodged between rocks and trees as he rushed after the dogs. For a long time, my goal was simply to hold on and not get wiped off by branches or brush. At the same time, I tried not to lose the distant sound of the baying hounds.

  I would ride rapidly for a quarter-mile or so, then stop and listen for the dogs. This stop-and-go procedure continued for quite a while, until one of the times I paused to listen I thought the dogs sounded louder. Then, within minutes, I could hear clearly the excited barking, mixed with angry growls. The dogs had jumped the bear, and he was headed back down the canyon in my direction. I quickly dismounted, and withdrew my Model 99 Savage in .250 caliber from its scabbard.

  As the furious sound of the hounds came closer, I searched for movement. Finally, I saw him, a huge black bear running easily ahead of the dogs. But, before I could get the rifle up, he was hidden by juniper trees and then was gone on down the canyon, the dogs thundering behind him. From my brief glimpse, I could tell that he was indeed a big bear. But, he was more of a lean, raw-boned fighter, not a fat, roly-poly butterball. He was remarkably tall, and he ran effortlessly. This could be a long chase.

  Again my horse carried me at a fearful rate between boulder and branch as we plunged down the canyon after the bear and hounds. For a time, we held our own; but, it gradually became apparent that we were falling farther behind. Despite our best efforts, the bear was getting away and the dogs would soon be out of hearing. From a high vantage point, I could barely discern some faint echoes as the dogs and bear were swallowed-up by the immense Salt River Canyon. And then, when all appeared lost, there was a strange silence. For a long minute, I strained to hear above the breeze, until finally a solitary bark emanated from the distant chasm. Then, there was another bark, and another, until there was a thunderous roar from the depths of the canyon; the bear had treed!

  I couldn’t believe my good fortune! I rode rapidly to get closer. From a promontory, I could see a solitary ponderosa pine in the canyon bottom. The excited chorus was coming from it.

  About 400 yards from the tree, I dismounted and, leaving my horse, approached the tree from downwind with a cartridge chambered in my rifle. When approaching a treed bear, it is best to keep out of sight and smell until you can dash under the tree; this helps keep the bear up in the tree. There can be real havoc if a bear comes down into a pack of dogs who are trying to impress their owner. It’s the bear who usually makes the biggest impression.

  Luck was with me that day, as I was able to approach within 40 yards undetected, then rushing under the tree before the huge bear could decide what to do. He was standing on his hind legs on a limb about 15 feet off the ground, and he would occasionally emit a low rumbling growl and snap his cavernous jaws. Immediately, I knew that this bear was one of the big boys. Even though he was not fat, there was no doubt that he was a tremendous bear with an awesome head and neck, and formidable, pile-driver front feet. He appeared to be an old bear, well past his prime, but still in good shape and the obvious kingpin of this area. I had a momentary impulse to tie the dogs and let this old warrior go. But, this was the bear of a lifetime, so I raised my rifle.

  After he was dead, I sat for a while and admired him, alone with my dogs and my thoughts. I was feeling proud that I was able to catch this old monarch. But, I was also melancholy that my sons weren’t here to share this moment, and that by killing this old bear, there would be a void in these hills and canyons. Perhaps we, as hunters, need to dwell more upon these things. Happily, there were to be many more hunts with my sons, and bears to take the place of Old Big Boy. [image: common]
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  Image from B&C Archives

  Black Bear, Scoring 22-2/16 Points, Taken by Peter C. Knagge in Graham County, Arizona, in 1982.


  Terrified

  By Peter C. Knagge

  19th Big Game Awards Program

  I HUNTED BEAR IN THE GALIURO MOUNTAINS FOR SEVERAL YEARS, BUT SEPTEMBER 9, 1982, WAS TO BE A DAY THAT I WILL NEVER FORGET. IT BEGAN VERY MUCH LIKE ALL MY PREVIOUS HUNTS. AFTER TWO DAYS OF CALLING WITHOUT SPOTTING ANY BEARS, AND TWO UNFRUITFUL STANDS ON THE THIRD DAY OF THE SEASON, I SET MY CALL ON THE GROUND AND BEGAN TO LIGHT MY PIPE.

  A hunter needs to be alert after calling, but the lack of success had my guard down. When I heard the faint sound of an animal walking through the small pebbles on the ridge, I was surprised. My first thought was that the sound was a fox since it was so soft. A few seconds later, more stones crunched under foot of the animal. Looking around for the sound, I saw a black object moving toward me. From behind the large rock I was using for cover, the critter moving through the thick brush looked like a black Angus cow that was nearly starved to death. The animal appeared to be nothing but a bag of bones.

  When I finally recognized the animal as a bear, I was not very excited. I was sure this bear was not the bear that left the huge track I had been following for so long. This bear was in such bad shape, and so skinny, he could not possibly last through another winter.

  Watching the bear come in, I tried to decide whether to shoot. I caught a glimpse of the bear as he passed through the brush. I could see the hair hanging from his belly, which indicates, just as with cattle, a male. I knew that a boar was necessary to make the 22-inch official score that I wanted. I had called in at least 30 bears, most of them sows and cubs and a few small boars. After five frustrating years of calling so many bears, and not getting a single shot at a big boar, the temptation to shoot grew.

  When the bear cleared the brush at 35 yards, I drew my 82-pound pull Laser Magnum bow. I held the 30-yard pin on the top of his scrawny back as he presented an excellent front-quarter shot. At this time I decided to take the bear.

  In my entire life, I never imagined I could experience the fear that soon hit me like an avalanche. I had been through some tough times as a rancher, and as a Marine in Viet Nam, but none of those experiences led to the fear that would soon consume my mind and body.

  When I drilled the 2219 arrow with a four-bladed Satellite shaft into his chest, the bear rolled on his back, twisting to grab at the shaft of the arrow. But then, he ran straight toward me! Terror overpowered my body. I stood frozen to the spot, since I thought he was coming after me! But, he was not aware of my presence until he hit my scent at about 12 yards. Then, he stood on his hind feet, swinging his front legs wildly as he growled. My feet felt as if they were glued to the ground. “My God! What do I do now?” I thought.

  I hesitate to say it, because you won’t believe it, but that bear looked like he was over eight feet tall. Many times you can expect a black bear to run the other way, but a big, dominant boar who has been king of the mountain is not afraid of anything. He will avoid danger, but when he is provoked, he will not back down from anything.

  My advice to other bowhunters about calling bears would be, “Don’t do it alone!” Have a fellow hunter there to back you up, preferably with a big bore like a .44 Magnum, in the hands of someone who can shoot accurately under extreme pressure. I would not want a .357 Magnum behind me, since I’ve heard too many stories about the number of shots it takes to drop a bear with this gun. Just do not hunt them alone, or it might be the last time you do anything.
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