

  [image: image]




  [image: image]




  Bob Snodgrass




  Publisher




  Jeff Bollig




  Editor




  Brad Breon




  Managing Editor




  Darcie Kidson




  Publicity




  Randy Breeden




  Art Direction/Design




  Dust jacket design by Jerry Hirt




  Select photos courtesy of University of Kansas Archives




  Select photos courtesy of The Kansas City Star




  Production Assistance: Michelle Washington, Sharon Snodgrass, David Power, Jeremy Styno, Gary Carson




  ©Copyright 1997 by Blair Kerkhoff




  All rights reserved




  No part of this book may be reproduced in any form without written permission from the publisher.




  Published by Addax Publishing Group, 8643 Hauser Drive, Suite 235, Lenexa, Kansas 66215




  Printed and bound in the United States of America




  DISTRIBUTED TO THE TRADE BY ANDREWS MCMEEL, 4520 MAIN STREET, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111-7701




  ISBN: 1-886110-35-2




  Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data




  Kerkhoff, Blair, 1959-




  A century of Jayhawk triumphs : the 100 greatest victories in the history of Kansas basketball / by Blair Kerkhoff, Blair ; foreword by Jacque Vaughn.




  p. cm.




  ISBN 1-886110-35-2




  1. Kansas Jayhawks (Basketball team)—History. I. Title.




  GV885.43.U52K47 1997




  796.323’63’0978165—dc21 97-22743     




  CIP     




  This book is not an official publication of, nor is it endorsed by, the University of Kansas.




  [image: image]




  [image: image]




  “Phog” Allen in front of Allen Field House under construction.
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  Foreword




  Jacque Vaughn




  There were so many great victories during my Kansas career, it’s tough to single out a few. The best way to do this, at least for the home games, is to remember when I thought the field house was at its loudest.




  The first one came during my freshman year against Indiana. We beat one of the great programs and I had the opportunity to win it with a three-point shot. The funny thing is, it wasn’t supposed to end with that play.




  The game was tied. The play was meant for Steve Woodberry, but they had overplayed him. He cut back door, but I didn’t think I was going to be able to get the ball to him. The one thing I wasn’t going to do was turn the ball over in that situation. At least we could go into another overtime.




  I was on the right wing. I took a little in and out dribble and gave a little pump fake because I was looking to draw the foul. But the defender didn’t want to jump into me, so he only put his hands up. That gave me the opening to pull up and shoot the three. Luckily, it went in. I had only played about 10 games and I was still trying to get comfortable as a college player. That game helped immeasurably.
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  The other game I would single out is UCLA my junior year. We got so far behind in the first half. They came out and played remarkable. They were more athletic than teams we were used to. Tipped dunks, flying through the lane. We were kind of caught off guard. We had one of those halftimes where we regrouped and came out strong in the second half.




  That was probably the most fun I ever had in a game. To look in their eyes and see the transition from ‘We just blew you guys out’ to ‘I can’t believe we’re losing.’ Plus, I grew up in Los Angeles with these guys. Toby Bailey, Charles O’Bannon. Guys I’ve known since the sixth grade. That made it special. I also remember making a spin move, maybe my favorite play in four years at Kansas.




  I’m glad to see those games included in the book. Many of the victories that I took part in were good assist games for me, and that’s what I’ll take from Kansas. If I was going to leave a mark I wanted it to be my assists. My goal was to become the third 1,000-1,000 player, assists and points (along with Duke’s Bobby Hurley and North Carolina State’s Chris Corchani) in NCAA history. When I injured my wrist and missed 10 games I knew I wasn’t going to make it. But I finished with more than 800 assists, and there are a lot of great point guards in the NBA who didn’t get 600 in their career.




  Many people asked me after I got hurt if I regretted not applying for the NBA draft after my junior year. The answer is no. Coming back for my senior year gave me another year of childhood, and you can’t put a price tag on that. It also gave me another year of maturity. I got a chance to laugh, joke around with teammates, do all the things college players do. At the same time, I felt disappointment because of the injury and the way our season ended. But I wouldn’t have traded my senior year for anything.
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  Now that it’s over I’m looking forward to joining the Kansas family. You come to Kansas and see the fans wave the wheat at football games and hear them chant Rock Chalk. I got chills running through the tunnel into the field house and I’d look at the “Beware of the Phog” sign on the north end. But it’s the people who make the difference. When I see guys like Paul Mokeski, Dave Magley, Mark Randall, Rex Walters come back and still feel like part of the program, that’s what great tradition is. It’s a family feeling that continues long after you’re finished playing.




  In a sense this book also ties us together because great games are part of the tradition. By reliving the greatest games, I think you’ll get a good feeling about the history of Kansas basketball. I was thrilled to be a part of it.




  Introduction




  Aren’t all triumphs great?




  A coach would say that. Some players might say that. Right after a game, it’s the standard line. Those who watch the games know better.




  A Century of Jayhawk Triumphs chronicles the basketball program’s history through 100 of its greatest victories. There are 100 game stories individually wrapped up, beginning with the first triumph, weaving through the program’s prosperous life. It concludes with a handful of victories from 1996-97, one of the greatest seasons in Kansas history.




  The more difficult question is, “What makes a victory great?”




  Every NCAA Toumament victory is great. But there are 56, and not all are included here.
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  Every victory that clinched a league championship is great, but Kansas has won 44 of those in five conferences Missouri Valley, Big Six, Big Seven, Big Eight and Big 12. Not all are here.




  Every conference tournament victory is great, but if holiday tournaments are counted, there are 110 of those.




  Every victory against a nationally ranked team is great, but in the 1990s alone there are 45 of those.




  If you’re from Kansas, every victory over Kansas State is great. If you’re from Kansas City, every victory over Missouri is great. Combined, there are 299 of those.




  Where some of these conditions come together, like the Jayhawks victory over Kansas State for the 1988 NCAA Midwest Regional championship, were easy calls. Games where nets were cut stood a good chance of making the cut. Games that prompted Kansas students to revel on Massachusetts Street into the wee morning hours were slam dunks. Others were more difficult.




  A disproportionate number of games selected were played in the past two decades and no slight to the first 80 years was intended. Every attempt was made to find the greatest games from all eras. But, unfair as this may seem, recent games are more significant. The remarkable growth in interest, at Kansas and college basketball in general, has made them so. Today, every Kansas game, even the exhibitions, is televised. Allen Field House has been sold out for years.




  And Kansas has had more success in the Larry Brown-Roy Williams period than at any time in the program’s history. One national title, four Final Four appearances, and college basketball’s best record in the 1990s have elevated Kansas to an elite status among today’s powers. The bar has been raised so high that anything less than a Final Four appearance is considered a disappointment these days.




  The 100 victories are presented in chronological order. We can’t vouch for the quality of play in that 1899 victory over the Topeka YMCA, although with a coach named James Naismith you’ve got to believe the Jayhawks at least knew more about the rules than most. The first triumph starts the list.




  Clearly, some triumphs are more important than others and a top 10 list is presented toward the back of the book. No. 1 the 1988 national championship game against Oklahoma is no shock. You might be surprised at some of the other selections, however.




  The painful memory chapter comes next. Kansas’ 1,630 victories are more than all but Kentucky and North Carolina, but it also has lost 710 games. Some hurt Kansas fans more than others. Of the top 10 heart-breaking losses, two have come to the same school. It’ll come to you if you think about it (hint: both losses came to the same coach 26 years apart).




  Chapters are separated by the program’s seven coaches. Technically, nine have coached Kansas, but one, Karl Schlademan, quit after one game in 1920 to devote his energies to track. Another, former Kansas star Howard Engleman, took over the team for the final 14 games of 1947 after Phog Allen was ordered by doctors to take a rest after suffering a concussion. Allen went to California, wrote a book and decided to take recruiting more seriously. The result was a class that produced the Jayhawks’ 1952 NCAA championship.




  Several Kansas followers offered input and every suggestion was considered. The final list was my call. Feel free to disagree and you’ll be heard, but come with some evidence.




  And, yes, we know Kansas isn’t 100 yet. The century won’t be completed until after the 1997-98 season. If Kansas wins the national championship this spring, we’ll be happy to update the list.
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  James Naismith




  James Naismith




  9 seasons: 1889-1907 Record: 55-60




  Kansas did not belong to a conference under Naismith




  Home courts: Snow Hall basement (1898-1906) Roller skating rink at 807 Kentucky Street (1898-1901)


  Lawrence YMCA at 937 Massachusetts Street (1898-1902)




  In a 1914 speech to the eighth annual NCAA Convention, Kansas physical education professor Dr. James Naismith said the ideal basketball player was “primarily a gentleman, secondarily a college man, and incidentally a basket ball player.”




  Naismith, basketball’s inventor, might well have thought of himself as primarily a doctor, secondarily an educator and incidentally the Jayhawks’ first basketball coach.




  Kansas chancellor Francis Snow was looking for a physical education director and prayer leader for daily chapel in 1898 when he called his friend, University of Chicago chancellor William Harper. The message was relayed to Chicago football coach Amos Alonzo Stagg, Naismith’s former coach at Springfield (Mass.) College.




  Naismith was working at the Denver YMCA when he accepted Snow’s offer, which said nothing about coaching basketbalL It couldn’t. Kansas didn’t have a team.




  Basketball had been played in Lawrence before Naismith’s arrival by women. But it didn’t catch on. Football was the dominant sport of the day and the annual game with Missouri in Kansas City was the year’s most important athletic event.




  Naismith organized basketball at Kansas and interest grew rapidly. A tournament was held to select the first team, and on Feb. 3, 1899, Kansas played its first game in Kansas City, Mo., against the Kansas City YMCA. The Jayhawks lost 16-5.




  But Kansas proved to be an able team. It won six straight after the loss, including a rematch with the Kansas City YMCA in Lawrence. The first Jayhawks team finished 7-4. There wouldn’t be another winning season until 1905-06, when a freshman named Forrest C. Allen was the star player.




  Kansas won its first game against another college, defeating neighboring Haskell 29-8 in 1899. In its first game against a future conference opponent, Kansas lost at Nebraska 48-8 in 1900. The outcome stands as the largest losing margin in Kansas history.




  Naismith’s career mark of 55-60 makes him the only coach in the program’s history with a losing record. But Naismith didn’t consider himself a coach. He officiated many of the games - that’s mostly why he accompanied the team on the road. He usually didn’t attend practices.




  Naismith handed over the team to Allen in 1907. He remained in the physical education department at Kansas for the next three decades and died in 1939, two years before the Naismith Hall of Fame opened in Springfield.
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  Kansas first team, 1898-1899.




  Kansas 31, Topeka YMCA 6




  First victory comes in second game Feb. 10, 1899




  Lawrence - Organized basketball would have started at Kansas at some point, but it was more than a happy coincidence that the game and its inventor arrived on campus about the same time.




  In the late fall of 1898; Naismith arranged a school-wide tournament and the best players would make up Kansas’ first team. Picking a team was fun, finding a place to play wasn’t.




  There was no campus gymnasium. The team was forced to use the basement of Snow Hall. The floor was 36 feet wide and 84 feet long, and the ceiling was 11 feet from the ground. A few years later, Naismith discovered space under the floor and had it dropped five feet, but the space remained inadequate, even by the day’s standards.




  Basketball was popular in athletic clubs and YMCAs, and those organizations provided most of the Jayhawks’ early opponents. The first game by a Kansas team was played Feb. 3, 1899 in Kansas City, Mo., and the Jayhawks lost to the Kansas City YMCA 16-5. About 150 watched and Naismith, as he would for many Kansas road games, served as the referee.




  A week later, Kansas played its second game. A team from the Topeka YMCA visited Snow Hall. It was no match for the Jayhawks, who won easily. The team’s first star was William Sutton, the captain, who scored 13 points.




  

    Ted O'Leary on James Naismith




    “He came to all the games, sat on the second row in the middle of Hoch and hardly ever changed expression. He never applauded. he just watched the games. He really didn’t give a damn about basketball. It was far more interesting to him to teach fencing to a small group and he was fascinated by wrestling. Basketball to him was of no great consequence.”


  




  Kansas posted six more victories and finished 7-4 that season. Perhaps the most important games of the year were a pair of losses in late March to an Independence, Mo., YMCA team. The games were played in a barn and when they were completed, the Jayhawks presented a banner to the Independence players that said “championship of Missouri and Kansas.”




  Playing for the Independence team was Pete Allen, a terrific athlete who went on to become a three-sport letter winner at Kansas. Pete’s younger brother, Forrest, was his biggest fan. Forrest would accompany Pete to athletic events, and he was in the hayloft for those two games against Kansas.




  No telling what impression the games had on 14-year old Forrest Allen. But for the first time, he had watched a Kansas team in person, and young Forrest was beginning to develop some athletic skills of his own. Little did anyone know at the time but that fan in the hayloft would have the greatest influence on athletics at Kansas and become one of basketball’s most remarkable figures.
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  James Naismith.




  Kansa 37, Nebraska 17




  Phog breaks out Feb. 12, 1906




  Lawrence - In 1905-06, Kansas had two out, standing freshmen, Forrest C. “Phog” Allen and Tommy Johnson. They played for the first time Feb. 8 against the Wyandotte Athletic Club. Allen scored eight points on one field goal and six free throws.




  The next day, the Jayhawks traveled to Allen’s hometown and defeated the Independence Athletic Club 43-16. Allen scored 10. By now, Allen and Johnson were in the starting lineup.




  Allen’s breakout game came a few days later against Nebraska. The teams were playing for the first time in three years. The first score came five minutes into the contest on Allen’s free throw. That got things rolling. When it was over, Allen had 23 on eight field goals and seven free throws, personally outscoring the Cornhuskers.




  Allen wasn’t finished. As Kansas rolled toward its most successful season, Allen saved his best for last. In a March 3 game against Emporia State, he scored 26 on 10 field goals and six free throws, a school scoring record that would stand until 1913.




  Kansas finished 12-7, the most successful season under James Naismith and the only year that Allen played for the Jayhawks.
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  Forrest C. “Phog” Allen




  [image: 1908 Jayhawks won the first Missouri Valley Conference championship. Captain George McCune is holding the ball and is flanked by James Naismith (left) and Phog Allen.]




  1908 Jayhawks won the first Missouri Valley Conference championship. Captaom George McCune is holding the ball and is flanked by James Naismith (left) and Phog Allen.




  “Phog” Allen




  Forrest “Phog” Allen




  2 seasons: 1907-1909 Record: 43-9




  Conference championships: 1908, 1909




  Rome court: Robinson Gym (3,000)




  After one year as a KU student, Allen dropped out to find work. He became the football and basketball coach at his old school, Independence (Mo.) High, worked as a grocery store clerk and started his college coaching career at Baker in Baldwin City, Kan. Allen coached at Baker and Kansas in 1908 and at Haskell and Kansas in 1909.




  Allen replaced Naismith and had two advantages over his predecessor: a conference and a new gym.




  The Jayhawks along with Missouri, Nebraska, Iowa and Washington University of St. Louis formed the Missouri Valley Intercollegiate Athletic Association at a Jan. 12, 1907 meeting in Kansas City.




  One reason Naismith stepped down was to oversee the construction of Robinson Gym, which was designed to look like the Springfield, Mass., YMCA where Naismith invented the game.




  With 1,500 lockers, a swimming pool and 3,000 seats for spectators, the $100,000 structure was magnificent by the day’s standards. Kansas christened the new floor with a 66, 22 victory over Ottawa University on Dec. 13, 1907.




  Many more victories followed as Allen upgraded the program. None of the previous teams played more than 19 games in a season. Allen scheduled the Jayhawks for 24 his first year and 28 the second.




  Kansas captured the first two Missouri Valley championships, defeating Nebraska for the title both times. Allen’s first team owned a 12-game winning streak, and his second opened the season with 19 straight triumphs. The fast start stood as a school record until1935-36.




  Those seasons proved to Allen something Naismith never believed, that basketball could be coached. But to be even more successful, Allen knew he’d need more training. Not on the court but in the medical field. In a time before team trainers, Allen understood that a coach who could keep his players healthy would have a huge advantage.




  So Allen stepped down at Kansas after the 1908-09 season and enrolled at Central College of Osteopathy in Kansas City. He received the only degree of his life two years later and was hired by Central Missouri State to take over the athletic program. Allen, now widely known as “Phog” remained in Warrensburg for seven years, his teams winning nearly every conference championship.




  [image: Robinson Gym dedicated with victory Dec. 13, 1907, the day Phog Allen coached his first game for the Jayhawks.]




  Robinson Gym dedicated with victory Dec. 13, 1907, the day Phog Allen coached his first game for the Jayhawks.




  Kansas 66, Ottawa 22




  Robinson Gym dedicated with victory Dec. 13, 1907




  Lawrence - Phog Allen had agreed to coach the Jayhawks only two days before the 1907 season opener, the dedication game of Robinson Gym. He was starting his third year as Baker’s coach but couldn’t pass up the chance to coach the school he attended.




  It’s natural to wonder if Allen attempted to be a player-coach that season. He often had played that role, and although he had been out of school for a year working various jobs, he had just turned 22 when he took the Jayhawks’ job. If Allen had re-enrolled and played for another two years, there’s no telling how it may have influenced his career.




  But Allen as a young coach was just as enthusiastic as Allen the player. Kansas set scoring school records in his lone season as a player, and it did in his first year as a coach.




  Ottawa University was typical of the day’s regional opponents. It was close and small. The first decade of Kansas basketball is filled with schools that today are classified as NAIA or NCAA Division II or III - William Jewell, Emporia State, Washburn, Baker, Bethany and Ottawa. YMCAs and city athletic clubs also were regular opponents in the days before conference affiliation.




  Little is known about the victory over Ottawa, except the 66 points were the most ever scored by a Kansas team and atypical of scores of the day. The Jayhawks won 18 games in 1907-08 and scored more than 40 in three of them.




  If game accounts are accurate, Kansas scored the contest’s first 31 points.




  Kansas 28, Nebraska 25




  First conference title goes to Kansas Feb. 22, 1908




  Lincoln, Neb. - Getting a conference up and running is a tricky thing today. Imagine the difficulty when the concept of a conference was new.




  The Missouri Valley was formed in January, 1907 with five schools, but when the first conference basketball season opened in 1907-08, Drake had joined. That allowed the league to split into divisions with Kansas, Missouri and Washington of St. Louis, in the South and Nebraska, Iowa State and Drake in the North.




  Only games against division teams counted in the standings. The problem was, Nebraska didn’t face Iowa State or Drake that year. Washington, Drake and Iowa State all played only one game within the division.




  The championship was determined by matching teams with the best overall records and in 1908 that was Kansas and Nebraska. It just so happened those teams were scheduled to meet in the final two games of the season in Lincoln. The series would determine the league title. If they split a third game would be played.




  Nebraska had already defeated Kansas twice in Lawrence, and the Jayhawks were playing their eighth game in nine days - all on the road. Kansas had won all but one, to the Des Moines YMCA, and were on a roll.




  The success continued in Lincoln. KU took the opener 28, 26. The next day, the Jayhawks captured the first Missouri Valley championship with a 28-25 victory. The games, as the scores indicated, were similar. Neither side had a big lead and no one player stood out for Kansas.
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  William Hamilton




  William O. Hamilton




  10 seasons: 1910-1919 Record: 123-59




  Conference championships: 1910, 1911, 1912, 1914, 1915




  Homecourt: Robinson Gym (3,000)




  William O. Hamilton had been a coach at Central High in Kansas City from 1902-1909. Before then, he coached basketball and ran the physical education department at William Jewell College in Liberty, Mo. Kansas wasn’t getting a novice.




  Phog Allen started the Jayhawks’ winning tradition, building a 43-9 record over the previous two seasons. Hamilton’s teams picked up where Allen left off.




  The 1910 Jayhawks went 18-1, for a .947 winning percentage that remains a school record. The lone loss in Hamilton’s first year was to Washington of St. Louis, a team Kansas defeated three other times that year, including a 46-7 decision in the season’s third game. The team’s stars were Vern “Shorty” Long, who led Kansas with 221 points, and Tommy Johnson.




  Hamilton’s teams followed with records of 12-6, 11-7, 16-6, 17-1 and 16-1. Kansas State was the only team to beat the Jayhawks in 1914 and 1915. In Hamilton’s first six years, Kansas won or shared five Missouri Valley championships and went 23-1 against Missouri. The 1913 team was the first not to win a league title.




  Hamilton differed from many coaches of his era by substituting freely. At a time when players needed to accumulate enough playing time to earn a letter, several of Hamilton’s teams included nine or 10 letterwinners.




  Ralph “Lefty” Sproull became the first player to lead the Missouri Valley in scoring for three straight years (1913-15). Sproull, a 6-3 forward, was considered the ideal athlete by James Naismith simply because of his physical measurements.




  When the Sproull-era ended, so did Hamilton’s success. His final four teams finished 35-37. League dominance passed to Nebraska and Kansas State, then to Missouri, which won four conference championships between 1918 and 1922.




  Hamilton had also served as the Jayhawks’ athletic director. He stepped down from both jobs after the 1919 season, ending 23 years as a coach, to devote more time to a budding Chevrolet dealership. He remained in Lawrence, a supporter of Kansas athletics until his death in 1951.




  Hamilton’s daughter, Mary, married Tusten Ackerman, a standout basketball player in the 1920s.




  [image: Ralph “Lefty” Sproull’s 40 points in a 1913 game stood as a school record until 1952.]




  Ralph “Lefty” Sproull’s 40 points in a 1913 game stood as a school record until 1952.




  Kansas 68, Washington of St. Louis 8




  Sproull goes for 40




  Feb. 8, 1913




  Lawrence - Ralph “Lefty” Sproull was the perfect physical specimen, symmetrically ideal according to James Naismith, who administered physicals to all incoming Kansas freshmen.




  Sproull also was a terrific basketball player, the best to play for William Hamilton. As a three-year starter from 1913-15, the Jayhawks went 49-8 and won the Missouri Valley championship twice. Sproull led the league in scoring all three years, joining Ray Ebling (1934-36) and Clyde Lovellette (1950-52) as the only Jayhawks to pull off the triple.




  Sproull’s most amazing scoring feat came as a sophomore. In a home game against league foe Washington, he scored 40 points, a remarkable figure for the period. That season, Kansas scored fewer than 40 in 12 of 22 games.




  Was Sproull ahead of his time? Yes and no. No doubt he was an exceptional athlete and that allowed him to take advantage of some peculiar rules of the day. Free throws not only were shot for fouls but also for violations like traveling and double dribbling. And one player could shoot all the team’s free throws.




  Against Washington, Sproull made all of Kansas’ 12 free throws. He added 14 field goals.




  The game didn’t generate much publicity. As point totals for later Jayhawks started climbing into the the 20s and 30s, no mention was ever made of Sproull’s effort. Lovellette actually broke the record with a 44-point effort against St. Louis in a 1952 NCAA Tournament game.




  “I had scored 20 points the night before as we beat the same Washington U. team,” Sproull said in 1968. “As we were warming up for the game, this little guard, Lacey was his name, came down and told me that he had been benched because I had scored too many points on him the night before.




  “I asked him who was going to guard me and Lacey said the captain. I proceeded to have one of those nights when everything I threw in the general direction of the basket was on target. After the game, Lacey came to our dressing room and told me, ‘Coach says I can have my job back.”’




  [image: 1914 Jayhawks shared the Missouri Valley championship with Nebraska. Coach William Hamilton stands next to captain Lefty Sproull on the second row.]




  1914 Jayhawks shared the Missouri Valley championship with Nebraska. Coach William Hamilton stands next to captain Lefty Sproull on the second row.




  Kansas 45, Nebraska 17




  Title is Hamilton’s last




  Jan. 22, 1915




  Lawrence - The only champions in the first nine years of the Missouri Valley were Kansas and Nebraska. In six of the first seven years of the conference, the league was split into a South (Kansas, Missouri, Washington and, in 1914, Kansas State) and North (Nebraska, Iowa State and Drake).
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