

  [image: image]




  
fun with the family Pennsylvania





  Praise for the Fun with the Family series




  “Enables parents to turn family travel into an exploration.”




  —Alexandra Kennedy, Editor, Family Fun




  “Bound to lead you and your kids to fun-filled days, those times that help compose the memories of childhood.”




  —Dorothy Jordon, Family Travel Times




  Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date




  We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. Please send your comments and suggestions to:




  editorial@GlobePequot.com




  Thanks for your input, and happy travels!
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  Guilford, Connecticut




  

    All the information in this guidebook is subject to change. We recommend that you call ahead to obtain current information before traveling.
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  Introduction




  In Pennsylvania it’s easy to take our history for granted—we have a lot of it, dating back to 1681. But while the kids are young, it’s a great time to explore Old City Philadelphia and Independence Hall, as well as places like Valley Forge, Gettysburg National Military Park, and pre-Revolutionary sites like Fort Necessity. Historic landmarks and living-history sites can be found in every corner of the state. There’s no better time to discover them than now.




  Seeing history in the present tense reminds us that our liberties (like our children) are a living legacy that requires regular care. The National Liberty Museum and the new National Constitution Center get kids thinking in new ways about the responsibilities of citizenship.




  As a Philadelphia kid, I visited the Liberty Bell and the Franklin Institute with my parents. Later, I brought my own Pittsburgh kids to city sites and shared with them lots of rural adventures.




  Whether you’re looking for a place to hike, bike, camp, ski, horseback ride, or just take a Sunday-afternoon drive, Pennsylvania has a park for you. We’ve tried to cover the highlights of the state park system in this book, but to devote the space each deserves, we’d have to write another book on the subject. If you want more information about Pennsylvania state parks, call their special toll-free number, (888) PA–PARKS, or check the Web at www.visitpaparks.com.




  Pennsylvania has nine major caves open to the public, including the only water-filled cave in the country. Many of the caves offer educational programs on such topics as geology, bats, and Native American history—all geared especially for children.




  When I first experienced the spooky pleasures of the walk-through heart at the Franklin Institute, the exhibit was cutting-edge science education. Other “user-friendly” science centers include the Carnegie Science Center, Erie’s expERIEnce Children’s Museum, and Harrisburg’s Whitaker Center, to name just a few. Some of the best family adventures can be adventures in learning.




  Many parents are afraid to take kids to art museums, but my sons respond well to art museums as long as they experience them in small doses. The Westmoreland Museum of American Art in Greensburg helps by giving kids backpacks with clues to a “scavenger hunt” of art masterworks. Pennsylvania has some first-rate art museums, headlined by the Philadelphia Museum of Art and the Carnegie Museum of Art in Pittsburgh.




  Pennsylvania also has places to go for just plain fun, with no hidden agenda. Amusement parks include Sesame Place, Dorney Park & Wildwater Kingdom, Hersheypark, Idlewild, Kennywood, Sandcastle, and many more. At two indoor waterpark resorts, Great Wolf Lodge and Splash Lagoon, families can enjoy all the thrills and fun of a waterpark—no matter what the weather.
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  Pennsylvania’s rivers are another kind of amusement ride. Float down the Delaware on inner tubes at New Hope, kayak Pittsburgh’s three rivers, or try white-water rafting on the Lehigh. Try a day of biking on safe, level trails at Pine Creek Gorge, Oil Creek, and Presque Isle. Hikers and bird-watchers will find plenty of other fun.




  Looking for a place to start? The Web site atis a great jumping-off point for your adventure in Pennsylvania.




  As you navigate through the commonwealth, make sure you have an up-to-date map. Exit numbers on major roads throughout the state have been changed and now reflect mileage from west to east as opposed to running consecutively. Double-check exit numbers on directions or call ahead to avoid confusion.




  Accommodation, Restaurant, and Attraction Fees




  Each chapter in this book gives a list of accommodations and restaurants for the area. This list is not meant to be complete, and we also recommend checking with the local tourist bureaus for other options. In general, we recommend advance reservations. Accomdation prices can vary depending on the season and other factors, so make sure you understand in advance how much you’ll be expected to pay.




  Because admission fees change frequently, we offer a general idea of the prices charged by each attraction. Keep in mind that even though many preserves and museums offer free admission, a donation is often expected to help the facility with the costs of keeping the lands and buildings open to the public.




  Rates Used in this Guide




  Rates for Attractions




  

    

      	$



      	up to $5

    




    

      	$$



      	from $6 to $10

    




    

      	$$$



      	from $11 to $20

    




    

      	$$$$



      	more than $20

    


  




  Rates for Accommodations




  

    

      	$



      	up to $100

    




    

      	$$



      	from $101 to $150

    




    

      	$$$



      	from $151 to $200

    




    

      	$$$$



      	More than $200

    


  




  Rates for Restaurants




  

    

      	$



      	most entrees under $10

    




    

      	$$



      	most $11 to $15

    




    

      	$$$



      	most $16 to $20

    




    

      	$$$$



      	most over $20
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  Attractions Key




  The following is a key to the icons found throughout the text.




  [image: Swimming Boating/Boat Tour Historic Site Hiking/Walking Fishing Biking Amusement Park Horseback Riding Skiing/Winter Sports Park Animal Viewing Food Lodging Camping Museum Performing Arts Sports/athletics Picnicking Playground Shopping Plants/Gardens/Nature Trails Farm]






   
	Philadelphia
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  Families love Philadelphia’s Old City, where three centuries of living history mix along the Delaware River. You’ll see guides in tricornered hats leading tours, while kids whiz past them on skateboards. Uptown you’ll find some of the best children’s attractions in the nation—the Philadelphia Zoo, the country’s oldest; the Franklin Institute; the Academy of Natural Sciences; and the Please Touch Museum. Fairmount Park provides plenty of room for families to picnic and play. Best of all, it’s a walkable city, easy to explore and enjoy.




  The Liberty Bell Center features groundbreaking exhibits that showcase the Bell’s significance. The Independence Visitor Center provides a comprehensive gateway to the park, the city, and the region. And the National Constitution Center brings the Constitution alive through dramatic and interactive learning experiences. Down the street, families can enjoy storytelling, mini-golf, and more at Franklin Square.




  TopPicks in Phildelphia




  

    • Liberty Bell Center


  




  

    • Independence Hall


  




  

    • National Constitution Center


  




  

    • Lights of Liberty


  




  

    • Franklin Square


  




  

    • National Liberty Museum


  




  

    • The Franklin Institute


  




  

    • Academy of Natural Sciences


  




  

    • Betsy Ross House


  




  

    • Philadelphia Zoo
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  The Liberty Bell’s move to its newest home became the occasion for a history project for the people of the City of Brotherly Love. Philadelphians have always cherished the Liberty Bell as a symbol of American freedom. It has also become an icon to abolitionists, feminists, and figures from Nelson Mandela to the Dalai Lama.




  But recent archaeological research unearthed a startling fact: The new Liberty Bell Center was being built above the remains of the quarters where President George Washington once housed his slaves. The discovery sparked lively discussion. In the end, it was decided that the stark fact of slavery should not be “buried” but embraced as a teaching opportunity. Today’s new Liberty Bell Center examines the Liberty Bell in its historical context, with the freedom it symbolizes seen as a process, as a goal both attained and not yet attained.




  The Liberty Bell Center offers a video presentation and exhibits focusing on the Liberty Bell’s origins and its modern-day role as an international icon of freedom. Taped presentations about the history of the Liberty Bell are offered in a dozen languages for the convenience of foreign visitors. The Liberty Bell itself is displayed in a magnificent glass chamber with Independence Hall in the background. Visitors can also view a new film on the Liberty Bell produced for the National Park Service by the History Channel.




  The National Constitution Center features Freedom Rising, an excellent dramatic presentation, as well as exciting interactive exhibits that bring the Constitution to life in all its grandeur and complexity.




  TopEvents in Phildelphia




  

    • Mummer’s Parade, Jan 1, summer version in June; (215) 336-3050.


  




  

    • Ben Franklin’s Birthday Bash, Jan; (215) 448-1200.


  




  

    • Philadelphia Flower Show, late Feb or early Mar; (215) 988-8800.


  




  

    • Philadelphia International Children’s Festival, Apr or May; (215) 898-6791 or (215) 898-6683.


  




  

    • Penn Relays, Apr through May; (215) 898-6145.


  




  

    • Philadelphia Orchestra Concerts at Mann Music Center (outdoor summer series), Fifty-second Street and Parkside Avenue; (215) 893-1995 or (215) 893-1999.


  




  

    • Summer concerts at Penn’s Landing, June through Aug; (215) 928-8801.


  




  

    • Sunoco Welcome America! Celebration, July; (215) 683-2200.


  




  

    • Army-Navy Game, Dec, Lincoln Financial Field; (215) 336-2000.


  




  

    • AAMP Celebrates Kwanzaa, Dec; (215) 574-0380.


  






   
	Franklin Square (all ages)
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  At Sixth and Race Streets; (215) 629-4026; www.onceuponanation.org. open daily except Christmas; extended hours in summer. Park access free, mini-golf $–$$, carousel $.




  Franklin Square, one of the five public squares that William Penn laid out in his original plan for the city, has undergone a dramatic renovation. The shady park now boasts several all-new, family-friendly attractions. Philly Mini Golf offers eighteen holes decorated with some of Philadelphia’s favorite icons. The classic Philadelphia Park Liberty Carousel pays tribute to the city’s great heritage of carousel making. Local history comes to life on storytelling benches, where families can learn the lore of this famous neighborhood. And one of Philadelphia’s most acclaimed restaurateurs, Stephen Starr, recently opened Squareburger, with an all-American menu of shakes, fries, hot dogs, and ice cream, on the square. Patrons can dine in or use the cafe tables anywhere in the square. Restrooms are located nearby.




  Do your Internet planning ahead of your Old City trip at www.independencevisitorcenter.com, the Web site of the Independence Visitor Center. The Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance Web site, www.phillyfunguide.com, also offers useful tips. The Greater Philadelphia Marketing Corporation’s site, www.gophila.com, offers itineraries, events, tours for special interests, and much more.




  The Web site of the Philadelphia Convention and Visitors Bureau is www.pcvb.org. Another worthwhile site is http://philadelphia.about.com. You can take a virtual tour of the historic section at www.ushistory.org/tour and of City Hall at http://philadelphiacityhallwillpennshomepage.org.




  If you’re visiting Philly for several days, I recommend the CityPass, which gets you into six attractions for one price and with no ticket lines. You can save about 50 percent off the combined box-office prices for the Franklin Institute, the Philadelphia Trolley Tour, the Philadelphia Zoo, the Academy of Natural Sciences, Independence Seaport Museum, and the National Constitution Center. Tickets are valid for nine days from first date of use. You can purchase a CityPass at any participating attraction, the Independence Visitor Center, or in advance at www.citypass.com.




  Philadelphia is a great walking city. Most attractions are an easy jaunt from hotels and from one another. And when the feet get sore or the kids get cranky, the purple PHLASH bus, which travels in a loop from Penn’s Landing to the Art Museum, is one of the best deals in town. To get to some of the attractions in the outskirts of the city, a car can be handy, but the one-way streets in Center City and cost of parking can be frustrating. Public transportation or walking is your best bet.




  There are lots of companies that offer tours of Philadelphia, on everything from a reproduction of an old-time trolley or a horse and buggy to a streamlined coach. Here are some companies to contact: American Trolley Tours/Choo-Choo Trolley, (215) 333-2119; Big Bus Tour, (215) 965-7676 or (800) 537-7676; ’76 Carriage Co., (215) 923-8516 (tours begin at Independence National Park); Riverboat Queen Fleet, (215) 923-4778 (cruises leave from Penn’s Landing); Philadelphia Trolley Works, (215) 925-TOUR; PHLASH bus, (215) 4-PHLASH.




  

    Philadelphia Tours




    




    Try a themed tour to get an insider’s view of the city. The Mural Arts program has introduced four alternating tours of some of Philadelphia’s most wonderful murals. The Mural Arts bus tours depart every Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday, April through November, from the Independence Visitor Center. Each Saturday of the month, you may tour the murals of a different Philadelphia neighborhood. There are also tours some Wednesdays. Advance reservations are recommended. Call (215) 685-0754, or check out the Web site at www.muralarts.org.




    I-Glide Tours offers narrated introductions to Center City aboard Segway® Human Transporters. The tours, offered daily April through November, begin from the Philadelphia Museum of Art and take in Boathouse Row and the newly restored Waterworks. Reservations are required. Call I-Glide at (877) GLIDE-81, or visit www.iglidetours.com


  




  Historic Philadelphia




  




  When most people think of Philadelphia, they think of its place in U.S. history. You’ll hear the word first a lot while touring this historic city. In fact, the area that makes up Independence National Historic Park (from Second to Sixth Street along Walnut Street) is called “America’s most historic square mile.” Here you’ll meander the streets walked by Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Betsy Ross, George Washington, Dolley Madison, John Adams . . . the list goes on and on.






   
	Independence National Historical Park (all ages)
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  www.nps.gov/inde.




  Forty-five acres in Center City containing more than forty different historic buildings make up Independence National Historical Park. Here you can visit the Liberty Bell Pavilion, Independence Hall, Congress Hall, Old City Hall, Second Bank of the United States, Carpenters’ Hall, New Hall Military Museum, Franklin Court, Christ Church, Bishop White House, Todd House, Declaration House, and other sites.






   
	Independence Visitor Center (all ages)
 	[image: image]







  Sixth and Market Streets; (215) 965-2305 or (800) 537-7676; www.independencevisitorcenter.com. Most park buildings are open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. These hours are subject to some change; in summer some buildings are open into the evening. Admission is free.




  The Independence Visitor Center is not just a spectacular building; it’s the perfect introduction to the greater Philadelphia region.




  Start by parking your car in the underground Autopark at Independence Mall. Inside the visitor center, make sure you visit its state-of-the-art theater for a brief video that gets you oriented. A second theater shows the excellent film Independence! directed by John Huston. Afterward, if you wish to tour Independence Hall, pick up a free dated-and-timed ticket here. You can also make reservations for restaurants in the area here, purchase tickets, or sign up for a Philadelphia heritage tour. You can even print out your own itinerary in visitor computer stations. You can get a snack at the Old Capital Coffee Bar or browse through the gift and book shop. A seventy-two minute AudioWalk tour is available for rent.




  Be sure to pick up a copy of the Historic Philadelphia Gazette, a free newspaper that lists events, demonstrations, and current hours for many sites in Philadelphia. (At home, check www.historicphiladelphia.org.)




  Most buildings within the park are free and open to the public, but a guide is required to tour some. For others, such as the Todd House and the Bishop White House, tickets are required. There is an admission fee ($) for persons age sixteen and older to enter the Second Bank of the United States. The urban park rangers of the National Park Service obviously love their jobs, and they’ll make history come alive with their stories of colonial Philadelphia.




  

    Security Procedures at Independence Square and Liberty Bell




    




    Visitors to Independence National Historical Park must be screened upon entry. First pick up your free, timed-and-dated tickets to tour Independence Hall at the Independence Visitor Center. There are no restrooms in the secure area, so have the kids go to the bathroom at the visitor center. (The visitor center is outside the secure area. A port-a-potty has been placed on the northwest corner of Fifth and Chestnut Streets, but this also is outside the screening area.) Since security procedures may take some time, it’s a good idea to arrive forty-five minutes to one hour before your scheduled tour. The fewer personal items you bring, the faster you will move through security.




    Visitors enter the screening facility on Market Street between Fifth and Sixth Streets. Here you are directed through the Liberty Bell Center. After viewing the Liberty Bell, you will cross the street to Independence Square. Once on the square you may visit the buildings there at your own pace, or you may leave the secure area if you choose not to see the other buildings.




    You will not be able to return to the Liberty Bell once you cross Chestnut Street. You will be able to tour Independence Hall by timed-and-dated tickets only.


  






   

      	 AmazingPhiladelphia Facts
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    Philadelphia is the largest city in Pennsylvania, the second largest on the East Coast (New York is first, but you knew that), and the sixth-largest city in the United States.


  




  Also making history come alive are the Town Criers and other actors in period costumes that help transport visitors back in time. A special-events list distributed by the Town Criers gives a schedule of presentations, such as “General Washington’s Call to Arms.” Families are encouraged not only to watch these events but also to participate. Most events take place on weekends, with daily performances in summer. For more information call (925) 372-7721 or check the Web at www.ushistory.org.






   
	Liberty Bell Center (all ages)
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  Sixth and Market Streets; (215) 965-2305. The Liberty Bell Pavilion is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., with extended hours in summer. Admission is free. Wheelchair accessible.




  Contrary to popular belief, the Liberty Bell’s famous crack was not the result of overzealous ringing on July 4, 1776. In 1846 a thin crack was detected. It was repaired but cracked again when rung on George Washington’s birthday. It has not rung since. To read the whole story, check www.ushistory.org/libertybell. The Liberty Bell’s new home puts the bell into context with interpretive exhibits that examine it as an international symbol of liberty—both liberties attained and those not yet attained. The Liberty Bell first achieved iconic status during the 1840s, when it was adopted as a symbol of the abolitionist movement. Since then it has come to represent freedom and civil rights for many groups both in the United States and abroad. Viewing these exhibits makes seeing the bell, with Independence Hall in view just across the street, a moving experience.






   
	Congress Hall (ages 8 and up)
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  Sixth and Chestnut Streets.




  If you have some time to spare after viewing the Liberty Bell Center and before your tour of Independence Hall, stop by some of the other interesting sites inside the secured area. Please note that after you have crossed Chestnut Street, you will not be permitted to return to the Liberty Bell Center. You must exit the secured area at a marked exit.




  Congress Hall served as the meeting place for both houses of Congress during those early years when Philadelphia was the nation’s capital. Well-informed Park Service interpreters are available to answer any questions.






   
	Great essentials (ages 8 and up)
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  Chestnut Street, next to Congress Hall.




  While waiting for your tour of Independence Hall, take a look at this moving display of historic documents that played pivotal roles in our nation’s history. Here you can see surviving copies of the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and the Constitution. If you look closely, you can see handwritten notes in the margins, reminding us of the debates that shaped the final drafts. Here you can also see the Syng inkstand, which was probably used by signers of both the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution.






   
	Old City Hall (ages 10 and up)
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  Fifth and Chestnut Streets.




  Next to Independence Hall is Old City Hall, home of the first U.S. Supreme Court.






   
	Independence Hall (ages 6 and up)
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  Chestnut Street between Fifth and Sixth Streets; (215) 965-2305. Open by tour only. Admission is free, but between mar 1 and Dec 31, tickets are still required for all persons touring Independence Hall, including infants. The free tickets are timed and dated. You may get “walk-up” tickets at the Independence Visitor Center on the day of your visit. For a service charge of $1.50 per ticket, you may order tickets in advance through Spherix ticket reservation service at (800) 967-2283 or www.recreation.gov. Each individual may reserve up to six tickets.




  It goes without saying that Independence Hall is a must-see for all ages. This building was originally known as the Pennsylvania State House, but in 1824 when General Lafayette returned to Philadelphia, he called it “the hall of independence,” and the name stuck. The Declaration of Independence was adopted here, and the U.S. Constitution was written here. The Assembly Room has been restored to look exactly as it did in 1776.




  Between 1790 and 1800, when Philadelphia was the capital of the United States, the Congress met in Congress Hall next door. On the other side of Independence Hall is Old City Hall, where the U.S. Supreme Court met from 1791 to 1800. Unlike many historic buildings, Old City Hall is wheelchair accessible.






   
	Second Bank of the United States and Carpenters’ Hall (ages 10 and up)
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  Second Bank is located on Chestnut Street between Fourth and Fifth Streets; (215) 965-2305; open daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission $ for 16 and older. Carpenters’ Hall is open Tues through Sun 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; closed Tues in Jan and Feb. Admission is free. Carpenters’ Hall information, (215) 925-0167.




  The Second Bank of the United States and Carpenters’ Hall, where the First Continental Congress met in 1774, are worth noting. Perhaps with kids you’d like to see the exterior only. Today Carpenters’ Hall displays early carpenter’s tools and chairs. The Second Bank houses the park’s portrait gallery, featuring portraits of many early American heroes. The short biographies of each subject will interest children who are strong readers. For information call the visitor center at (215) 597-8974.




  

    City of Murals




    




    On the corner of Seventh and Market Streets, across the street from the visitor center, you can see the mural Tree Walk. Driving on I-95 you can see the spectacular Hanging Garden of I-95. Philadelphia is the proud home of the largest collection of public murals in the country. Over 2,400 indoor and outdoor murals adorn the city, some sporting mosaic, sculptural, or fresco elements; some abstract; and many celebrating heroes both local and universal. This is all due to Philly’s exceptional Mural Arts Program, begun in 1984 as the Philadelphia Anti-Graffiti Network.




    This city-funded effort has not only brought art to the cityscape, turning graffiti-scarred walls into colorful vistas, but has also been a community-building experience. Each mural has its own story. Local communities get involved from the ground floor, requesting the mural, cleaning the space, choosing the artist and subject matter, often even picking up paintbrushes and getting hands dirty.




    As you tour the city on your own, keep your eyes open. There may be a colorful surprise behind the next corner. If you want to see more, the Mural Arts Program offers bus tours every Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday, April through November, departing from the Independence Visitor Center. Advance reservations are recommended. Call (215) 685-0754 or check out the Web site at www.muralarts.org. On the Web site you can print out your own self-guided walking- or driving-tour routes, which start at the Independence Visitor Center.




    Walk down Thirteenth Street from Market to Lombard Street for a nice concentration of about seven murals, all within easy walking distance of the visitor center.


  






   
	New Hall Military Museum (ages 6 and up)
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  Carpenter’s Court between Third and Fourth Streets on the south side of Chestnut Street. Call the visitor center (215) 965-2305 for information or visit www.ushistory.org/tour/tour_milit.htm. Open daily 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., but hours may change seasonally. Admission is free.




  The New Hall Military Museum offers a treasure trove for military buffs. On display are uniforms, dioramas, weapons, ship models, battle flags, and other memorabilia of the U.S. armed forces, going back to the Revolution. The museum features a gun deck preserved from an eighteenth-century naval ship, as well as interactive displays, such as one that allows visitors to control a ship’s sails and rudder, and an honor roll of Marines who gave their lives in battle.






   
	Bishop White House and Todd House (ages 8 and up)
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  Walnut Street between Third and Fourth Streets; (215) 965-2305. The Todd House and Bishop white House are open daily from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tickets are $ for adults over 16 and may be purchased at the Independence National Historic Park Visitor Center.




  The Bishop White House and Todd House offer contrasting early-American lifestyles.




  Bishop White was the first Episcopal bishop of Pennsylvania and chaplain of the Continental Congress. Children may enjoy the boys’ and girls’ bedrooms, where initials were carved into the wood more than 200 years ago.




  The Todd House, on the other hand, represents a middle-class Quaker home from the same period. Although well-to-do, this family lived more simply. After the death of John Todd, Dolley Todd married James Madison and became one of the most famous U.S. First Ladies.






   
	Historical Reenactments in and around Independence National Historical Park (all ages)
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  Schedules are available in the visitor center. Or call (215) 629-4026 or visit the Web at http://historicphiladelphia.org.




  Be inducted into the Continental Army. Sneak into Independence Hall at night. Hear strolling singers perform colonial ditties. The colonial actors from Historic Philadelphia, Inc., bring the past to life at selected sites in the historic district.






   
	National Constitution Center (ages 8 and up)
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  Arch Street, between Fifth and Sixth Streets; www.constitutioncenter.org. open 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon through Fri, 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sat, and noon to 5 p.m. Sun. Admission is $. Freedom Rising, the theater show that begins the visitor experience, runs every half hour.




  The National Constitution Center features Freedom Rising. This dramatic presentation uses both a live actor and a surround-screen to explore the meaning of the words of the Constitution and how they have been interpreted throughout our history. When you exit the Kimmel Theater, you’ll enter the DeVos exhibit hall, where you can enjoy interactive exhibits and high-tech fun. Your children can enter a voting booth and vote for their all-time favorite president. Here’s your chance to take a photo of your child being sworn in as president of the United States. But in Signers’ Hall, where your child can mingle with life-size bronze sculptures of the signers of the Constitution, they’re likely to linger a bit longer. The Delegates Cafe offers a kid-friendly menu. This stirring experience of the National Constitution Center will help you “enter as a visitor, leave as a citizen.”






   
	Declaration House (Graff House) (ages 8 and up)
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  Seventh and Market Streets; (215) 965-2305. Declaration House is open daily 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Hours may change seasonally, so call ahead for information. Admission is free. Wheelchair accessible.




  A couple of blocks away from the Liberty Bell is Declaration House (or Graff House), also part of the National Historic Park. In 1776 the Virginia delegate (Thomas Jefferson) to the Second Continental Congress rented rooms in this building, and it was in these rooms that he wrote a little document called the Declaration of Independence. School-age kids will be especially interested to see the exact place where the Declaration of Independence was penned.






   
	Atwater Kent Museum (ages 6 and up)
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  15 S. Seventh St.; (215) 685-4830; www.philadelphiahistory.org. Open daily, except Tue, from 1 to 5 p.m. (bookstore, 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.). Closed on major holidays. Admission is $. Wheelchair accessible. Free admission on Sat.




  On the same block as Declaration House, but not part of the park, is the Atwater Kent Museum, which tells the history of Philadelphia, a city whose story parallels that of our nation as a whole. Children under twelve enjoy the low-tech, hands-on approach. Special family programs include hatmaking or a visit from the “candy man,” as well as exhibitions such as the annual Toys of Holidays Past, Trains and Trolleys, and Children Turning the Centuries.






   
	Lights of Liberty (ages 6 and up)
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  Shows depart from PECO Energy Liberty Center, Sixth and Chestnut Streets, and take place throughout Independence National Historic Park. Tues through Sun dusk to 11:15 p.m., up to six shows per hour, May through oct. Additional shows may be added during holiday seasons. Purchase tickets ($$$) at the PECO Energy Liberty Center, or reserve in advance by calling (215) LIBERTY or (877) GO-2-1776.




  Your family can be a part of the Revolution! Lights of Liberty, the world’s first walking sound and light show, uses the latest technology to immerse you in the Revolution as it happened and where it happened. Walking along these historic streets, you’ll see five-story projections on historic buildings. Wireless headsets equipped with surround sound make you feel as if you’re a member of the crowd surrounding Independence Hall as the Declaration is read. Headsets are available in a children’s version, as well as several different languages. Since each person gets an individual headset, everyone can choose the version that’s most appropriate. This is an excellent introduction to the city’s historic district. There is some walking on cobblestone streets, which may be difficult for toddlers and parents using strollers.




  [image: image]






   
	U.S. Mint (ages 8 and up)
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  Fifth and Arch Streets; (215) 408-0114; www.usmint.gov. Sept through May, open 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Mon through Fri; June through Aug, open Mon through Fri 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Sat and Sun 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Closed major holidays. Admission is free.




  The U.S. Mint is the world’s largest coinage operation. Visitors can take a forty-five-minute self-guided audiovisual tour and watch money in the making from a glass-enclosed gallery.






   
	African-American Museum in Philadelphia (all ages)
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  701 arch St.; (215) 574-0380; www.aampmuseum.org. Open Tues through Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sun noon to 5 p.m. Admission is $$ for adults; $ for seniors, students, and the physically challenged.




  The African-American Museum houses 500,000 objects, images, and documents, including fine arts, folk art, photography, and more. Call for information about current exhibitions.






   
	Betsy Ross House (ages 6 and up)
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  239 Arch St.; (215) 686-1252; www.ushistory.org/betsy. Open seven days a week Memorial Day through Labor Day, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. In the off-season, open Tues through Sun 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Open on Monday holidays including Martin Luther King Day, Presidents’ Day, Columbus Day, and Veterans Day. Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day.




  Just 2 blocks away from the U.S. Mint, on Arch Street between Second and Third Streets, is the Betsy Ross House. Yes, Betsy Ross really lived here at 239 Arch St. And, yes, she really did sew flags for the Continental Congress, although nobody is certain how active a role she played in the design of the American flag. Her renovated house is an excellent example of a colonial artisan’s home. Greeters are in colonial garb, and tours are self-guided, with kid-friendly signs. The tour itself is brief, but there is continuous family-friendly entertainment on the stage in the courtyard. For example, you might meet Betsy Ross, Ben Franklin, or an eighteenth-century magician.






   
	Elfreth’s Alley (all ages)
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  Between Arch and Race Streets on Second Street in old City; (215) 574-0560; www.elfrethsalley.org. Mantua Maker’s House Museum and Windsor Chairmaker’s House are open Thurs through Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sun noon to 4 p.m. Admission is $ for adults and children 5 to 18; kids under 5 are free. Maximum admission per family, $$.




  To get an idea of what Philadelphia may have looked like in the 1700s, take a walk down Elfreth’s Alley, the oldest residential street in America. Families still inhabit this cobblestone alley tucked between Arch and Race Streets on Second Street in Old City. Walking down this charming street, you can imagine what life must have been like when these thirty houses were built between 1728 and 1836, when carpenters and other artisans lived here.




  Number 126, the 1762 Mantua Maker’s House Museum, and Number 124, the Windsor Chairmaker’s House, are open to the public. (A mantua was a type of gown made by the house’s first residents, a pair of seamstresses.) A guide will show you around. Other houses are open during special open-house events. On weekends in summer there are demonstrations of traditional crafts, such as basket weaving, broom making, needlework, and candle dipping. In June the Elfreth’s Alley Association hosts Fête Days, when many of the houses and gardens are opened to the public and colonial crafts are demonstrated. On the second Fri of Dec, the alley hosts “Deck the Alley,” a candlelight open-house tour. The garden and Windsor Chairmaker’s House are wheelchair accessible. People still live in these houses, so remind your children to use their manners.






   

      	 AmazingPhiladelphia Facts
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    Philadelphia is America’s number-one city for African-American tourism.


  






   
	Fireman’s Hall (all ages)
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  147 N. Second St.; (215) 923-1438. Open Tues through Sun 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission is free.




  Just about every family has somebody who wants to be a firefighter when he or she grows up. Fireman’s Hall will fascinate that somebody. Ever since Benjamin Franklin founded the city’s first fire department in 1736, Philadelphia has had fire equipment and firefighters. You’ll see old-fashioned leather buckets, hand pumpers, three fire wagons that date from 1730, a spider hose reel from 1804, fire helmets from around the world, and a memorial wall for firefighters who died in the line of duty. Aspiring firefighters can try out the re-created living quarters of real firefighters or take the helm of a fireboat. Fireman’s Hall is in the historic district, half a block from Elfreth’s Alley.






   
	Christ Church (ages 8 and up)
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  Second Street between Arch and Market Streets; call (215) 922-1695 to check winter hours and for group reservations; www.christchurchphila.org. The church is open to the public from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon through Sat and from 1 to 5 p.m. on Sun. In Jan the church is closed on Mon and Tues.




  At Christ Church you can find the pews formerly occupied by George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Betsy Ross, and other characters out of your history books. Kids will be interested to learn that this is also the birthplace of a character from a children’s book: Amos, the mouse who befriended Ben Franklin in the classic Ben and Me. “The Nation’s Church” has been an active Episcopalian parish for 300 years, with Sunday morning services at 9 and 11 and communion services on Wed at noon. All are welcome to attend.




  

    Seeing Independence National Historic Park with Limited Time




    




    If you have only time for a half-day visit, use your time wisely. Don’t miss these highlights:




    

      	Independence Visitor Center




      	Independence Hall and Congress Hall




      	Liberty Bell Pavilion


    




    If you have a little more time, try:




    

      	Elfreth’s Alley




      	Franklin Court


    


  






   
	National Liberty Museum (ages 6 and up)

	[image: image]







  321 Chestnut St.; (215) 925-2800; www.libertymuseum.org. Open Tues through Sun 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed on Mon in the winter. Admission is $$ for adults and $ for seniors and students.




  The National Liberty Museum was created to celebrate our nation’s history of freedom and the wonderfully diverse society it has produced. After your family has seen the places where our liberty was born, bring them here to learn how to preserve our liberty.




  Using artwork, dioramas, displays, and hands-on experiences, visitors are encouraged to think about the responsibilities we all share. Visitors can “vote” on real contemporary issues and learn about more than 350 modern-day heroes of all backgrounds. They can see a model of Nelson Mandela’s cell or Anne Frank’s attic. (For parents of younger children, it is easy to bypass the more disturbing images.) First, view the introductory film, and then go up to the third floor and work your way down. Doing this, you’ll end your experience at the shredder machine, where kids are encouraged to write down “mean words” they’ve heard or used and put them into the shredder, where they are ripped into colorful shards. A walk across the “Bridge of Forgiveness” completes the experience.




  Highlighted in the museum are many beautiful glass sculptures. Glass is used as a metaphor for, and illustration of, liberty because once broken, it cannot be put back together the same way. This is an inspiring trip, especially for older children who are beginning to be aware of social issues.






   
	Franklin Court (ages 6 and up)
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  Market Street between Third and Fourth Streets; (215) 965-2305. Open Mon through Fri 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sat and Sun 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.




  Historians know very little about the appearance of Franklin’s house, which once stood on this site. Today an oversized “Ghost Structure,” designed by world-famous architect Robert Venturi, marks the spot. Here you can also see the Franklin Print Shop, U.S. Postal Service Museum, and the Franklin Museum. The underground exhibits include Franklin’s many inventions and a great twenty-minute filmography.






   
	“Ben Franklin” and Franklin’s Friends (all ages)
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  For details contact “Ben Franklin” at P.o. Box 40178, Philadelphia 19106; call (215) 238-0871, fax (215) 238-9102, or e-mail Ben1776@aol.com. For Franklin’s Friends call (215) 238-0871; www.ben1776.com. Free.




  “Ben Franklin” performs at Franklin Court daily, Memorial Day through Labor Day, at 11 a.m. His “Friends” perform a program called “Meet America’s Founders” from Carpenters’ Hall Tues through Sun, Memorial Day through Labor Day, from noon to 2 p.m. Another friend demonstrates the music of the glass armonica, which Franklin invented, Tues through Sun, Memorial Day through Labor Day also at Carpenters’ Hall.






   
	City Tavern (ages 6 and up)
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  138 S. Second St.; (215) 413-1443; www.citytavern.com. Open Sun through Thur 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Fri and Sat 11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m.




  Now that you’re completely steeped in history, why not eat a historic meal? Dining here gives a real feeling of the past. This historic gathering place, now part of the Independence National Historic Park, was opened in 1774. Paul Revere came here in May of that year to announce that the Port of Boston was closed. General Washington set up headquarters here, and Benedict Arnold slept here. John Adams called it “the most genteel tavern in America.”




  The building was rebuilt in 1975 to look exactly as it did in colonial times. The tavern serves Thomas Jefferson Ale, brewed exclusively by the Dock Street Brewing Company, along with colonial specialties such as turkey-thigh stew and beef and pork pie. More tame entrees are also available, but this is not the place to bring picky eaters.




  City Tavern is in the heart of the Historic District, a short walk from Elfreth’s Alley.




  ALSO IN THE HISTORIC DISTRICT




  Other sites within the Historic District include Congregation Mikveh Israel and the National Museum of American Jewish History at 55 N. Fifth St., which tells the story of the American-Jewish experience. Open daily except Sat and Jewish holidays. Admission is $. Call (215) 923-3811 or visit www.nmajh.org for more information.




  The Waterfront/Penn’s Landing




  




  New things are happening all over Philadelphia, and the site that once hosted William Penn’s arrival in 1682 bustles with activity, including a new Hyatt Regency hotel, with an outdoor waterfront cafe and Keating’s River Grill, and a state-of-the-art amphitheater with new festival space encompassing the area from Walnut to Market Street along Columbus Boulevard.




  On the Philadelphia side of the river, you can enjoy RiverRink (in season), the Independence Seaport Museum, Dave & Buster’s, and lots of shops.




  April to September you can take the RiverLink ferry across the river to Camden, New Jersey, to see the Adventure Aquarium and Children’s Garden or attend a concert at the Tweeter Center. To find out more about these attractions, check the Web site For information on RiverLink call (215) 925-LINK or visit www.riverlink.org.




  The Spirit of Philadelphia cruises leave from Penn’s Landing at Lombard Circle, near the Chart House Restaurant. For information call (866) 455-3866) or check www.spiritofphiladelphia.com.






   
	Independence Seaport Museum and Historic Ships (all ages)
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  211 Columbus Blvd. at Walnut Street; (215) (215) 413-8655; www.phillyseaport.org. Open daily 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission to the Museum and Historic Ship Zone (Olympia and Becuna) is $$ for adults; $ for children ages 5 to 12. Children under 5 enter free. The museum offers free admission on Sunday morning from 10 a.m. to noon.




  Start your visit to Penn’s Landing with the Independence Seaport Museum, which uses exciting family-oriented interactive exhibits to tell the story of four centuries of maritime history. The collection of nautical artifacts and ship models that were formerly housed in the old Philadelphia Maritime Museum have been enlivened at every turn by audiovisuals and multimedia computers. Kids can try out an immigrant’s steerage bunk or a rowing machine or learn about the history of underwater exploration. This is a great place for any folks with a taste for the nautical.




  In exhibits like Home Port Philadelphia, children can chart a course for Penn’s Landing and navigate underneath the three-story replica of the Benjamin Franklin Bridge. Protecting the Nation features the bridge of the guided-missile destroyer




  USS Lawrence, most recently used in the Persian Gulf Conflict. Divers of the Deep explores the development of diving technologies such as helmets and scuba gear.




  The Independence Seaport Museum also includes Historic Ship Zone, where you can see two real vessels: the Olympia and the Becuna (319 Delaware Ave., at Spruce Street; 215-922-1898). Step aboard the Olympia, flagship of Admiral Dewey’s Asiatic fleet, and see the bronze impressions of the admiral’s feet in the exact spot where he stood in 1898 and said, “You may fire when you are ready, Gridley.” Then take the kids aboard the Becuna, a guppy-class submarine from World War II, where sixty-six men shared the tight living quarters.




  If you purchase a RiverPass ($$$), it includes round-trip passage on the RiverLink ferry from Penn’s Landing to Camden, New Jersey (a twelve-minute trip), plus admission to the Independence Seaport Museum on the Philly side and Adventure Aquarium on the Jersey side. The recently revamped aquarium features “breakfast with the hippos” in the West African River exhibit and a “swim with the sharks” encounter. For RiverPass tickets call (215) 925-LINK or visit www.riverlink.org.






   
	Blue Cross River Rink (ages 3 and up)
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  Columbus Boulevard and Market Street; (215) 925-RINK; www.riverrink.com. Seasonal hours late Nov through Feb: Mon through Thurs 6 to 9 p.m.; Fri 6 p.m. to 1 a.m.; Sat 12:30 p.m. to 1 a.m.; Sun 12:30 to 9 p.m. Admission: $$, skate rental $; skate sizes from toddler size 9 (single blade) to adult 14. Skating lessons are available on Sat morning from 10 a.m. until noon. Special sled skating sessions for people with disabilities are offered every Sun from 9:30 until 10:30 a.m. Reservations required for lessons and sled skating.




  This popular Olympic-size attraction overlooks the huge Benjamin Franklin Fridge—er, Bridge—and the Delaware River. If your little ones get too chilly, they can take a break in the heated pavilion, which offers a snack bar and game room. Live evening DJs and karaoke nights on weekends attract an older crowd. Parking is available on-site ($$).




  Tip: download coupons from the rink’s Web site to take advantage of discounts.






   
	Dave & Buster’s (ages 6 and up before 10 p.m.)

	[image: image]







  Pier 19 North, 325 N. Columbus Blvd. (formerly Delaware Avenue); (215) 413-1951. Open to children 11:30 a.m. to midnight.




  Older children or young adults will probably enjoy Dave & Buster’s. This unusual attraction bills itself as a family entertainment center with something for everyone.




  Parents should be aware, however, that not all activities are appropriate for all ages. For example, many of the video games have violent content. There are also bars here. Dave & Buster’s has taken over all 70,000 square feet of Pier 19 on the Philadelphia water-front and filled it with Skee-Ball, hoop toss, video games, a variety of bars and restaurants for different tastes, music, and virtual-reality games. You can play golf on a virtual golf course. There are billiards, shuffleboard, and an outdoor deck with a view of the Ben Franklin Bridge.




  All games are activated by a “power card,” with additional charges for food, beverages, billiards, and the turbo-ride (and these can add up for a group). No one under twenty-one is permitted unless accompanied by a parent. Clean and neat clothing required; no tank tops. No more than three children to one guardian over twenty-five years of age.




  Parkway Attractions




  




  Philadelphia has a tradition of excellence in museums. On Benjamin Franklin Parkway, sometimes called “Philadelphia’s Champs-Elysées,” there’s something for everyone—from toddlers to teenagers. We’ve found that for most of the museums on the parkway, it’s best to beat the crowd by arriving in the morning right when the museum opens.






   
	Academy of Natural Sciences (all ages)
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  Nineteenth Street and Ben Franklin Parkway; (215) 299-1000. Open Mon through Fri 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., weekends and selected holidays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. admission is $$; under 3, free. Wheelchair accessible.




  You really should not miss the butterfly exhibit, which can only be described as “magical.” One six-year-old insisted on walking through twice! On the third floor, Outside In is a hands-on exhibit for children twelve and under. Kids can touch mice, snakes, “legless lizards” (skinks), frogs, turtles, and enormous cockroaches from Madagascar. Enthusiastic and well-informed volunteers are available to answer questions. Near Outside In is a robotic dinosaur not to be missed. It roars! (Very little children may be frightened.)




  The Academy of Natural Sciences is the oldest continuously operating natural-history institution in the Western Hemisphere. Some of the oldest residents in Dinosaur Hall are Tyrannosaurus rex and Gigantosaurus, one of the largest meat-eating dinosaurs ever discovered. In The Dig, visitors can be paleontologists and dig for real fossils with real tools.




  Make sure you check the schedule when you arrive at the academy, because there are live animal shows and films at regular intervals. Family memberships are available.






   
	The Franklin Institute (ages 5 and up)
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  Twentieth Street and Benjamin Franklin Parkway; (215) 448-1200; www.fi.edu. The Science Center is open daily 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. The Mandell Center is open daily 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. The Tuttleman IMAX Theater is open museum hours, plus until 9 p.m. on Fri and Sat evenings. Call for prices and IMAX and planetarium showtimes. Admission starts at $$ for children 4 to 11, $$$ for adults.




  If you visited the Franklin Institute as a child, you’ll probably remember walking through the model of the human heart, following the path that the blood vessels take, hearing the sound of the heartbeat. The popular model has received a complete renovation and upgrade. Now the heart has more elaborate sounds and special effects and is enhanced by other exhibits, including video of actual cardiac surgery.




  The Franklin Institute was founded in 1824, and pioneered the idea of hands-on museum displays. In 2010 two perennial favorites reopen after a complete overhaul. Our Changing Earth examines climate change and weather forecasting, while Electricity includes a sustainable dance floor. The museum has continued its tradition of forward-looking exhibits. The Sports Challenge uses interactive devices and virtual-reality technology to teach kids about the physics, physiology, and material science behind their favorite sports. In Kidscience, children ages five to eight can explore a cave, turn the crank of a waterwheel, and have a lot of fun while learning basic science concepts. In The Tram Factory you can visit the Franklin Institute’s beloved Baldwin steam locomotive, as the centerpiece of the Railroad Hall. And don’t miss the indoor Sky Bike.




  Be sure to also check out the Science Center, which includes exhibits about flight, optical illusions, and the Fels Planetarium.




  The Tuttleman IMAX Theater showcases popular movie experiences on its huge screen, giving a 180-degree field of view. Check to see what movie is currently playing, but the short feature Philadelphia Symphony, which usually precedes the main show, presents an excellent introduction to Philly.




  The gift shops offer an unusual assortment of educational and scientifically oriented toys, books, posters, and so forth.






   

      	 AmazingPhiladelphia Facts
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    Founded in 1812, Philadelphia’s Academy of Natural Sciences is the oldest scientific research institution in the Western Hemisphere.


  






   
	Wachovia Science Park (all ages)
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  Twenty-first Street, between Winter and Race Streets; (215) 448-1200. Admission through Franklin Institute. Open seven days a week 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. May through Sept, weather permitting.




  This family-centered outdoor learning area includes more than twenty elements, such as miniature golf, swings, sundials, sand pendulums, hide-and-seek tunnels, and more.






   
	Free Library of Philadelphia (all ages)
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  Nineteenth and Vine Streets. Call (215) 686-5322 for hours; www.library.phila.gov. Admission is free.




  The Free Library of Philadelphia stands across Logan Square from the Franklin Institute and the Academy of Natural Sciences and down the parkway from the Art Museum and Rodin Museum. It houses more than six million books, magazines, newspapers, and other printed items and frequently hosts special events and exhibits. The library is open daily in winter, closed Sunday in summer. On Sunday there are tours of its remarkable rare books department.






   
	Rodin Museum (ages 6 and up)
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  Twenty-second Street and Benjamin Franklin Parkway; (215) 568-6026; www.rodinmuseum.org. Open Tues through Sun 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. A per-person contribution ($) is suggested. Free guided tours are available at 1:30 p.m. on Tues, Thurs, Sun, and on the first and third Sat of the month.




  Everybody knows Rodin’s Thinker. You can see this popular sculpture at the Rodin Museum, along with the most complete collection of Auguste Rodin’s work outside Paris. This museum is administered by the Philadelphia Museum of Art, down the parkway.






   
	Philadelphia Museum of Art (ages 6 and up)
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  Located at the end of Benjamin Franklin Parkway at Twenty-sixth Street; (215) 763-8100; www.philamuseum.org. Open Tues through Sun 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Fri until 8:45 p.m. Admission is $$ for adults and students age 13 and up; children to age 12, free. On the first Sunday of each month, the rule is “Pay what you wish, all day.” Free guided tours are conducted hourly between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. Tours are also available in foreign languages (215-684-7923) and sign language (215-684-7601). The Museum Restaurant is open for lunch Tues through Sun 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and for dinner wed 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Sunday brunch is available from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The cafeteria is open 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Wheelchair accessible.
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