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Introduction
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I have always enjoyed family time, especially around the holidays. It is such a blessing to set aside time together to reflect on Christ’s birth. What a joy to share some of our family’s special projects and reflections with you!

The crafts and devotions that follow are meant to cover a wide variety of ages and abilities. You will find that certain crafts will require a little more attention from older kids or adults, while others are quite simple. You may want to look ahead at the beginning of each week to decide which projects your family will do and what supplies you may need.

There is one devotion and one craft for each day in December leading up to our joyous celebration of the birth of Christ. The weeks follow the traditional Advent themes of hope, love, joy, and peace.

I pray your family will be blessed with time together and time to consider the beauty of what this season means.
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HOPE


DECEMBER

1

Holding My Breath

[image: image]

The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Matthew 1:1 (KJV)

Just like we look forward to Christmas Day, the Jewish people waited for their King. Their Messiah had been promised but still had not arrived. The waiting went on and on and on. The countdown was so long, in fact, that God was silent to His chosen people, the Jews, for over 400 years!

Some of God’s people forgot what they were taught. Others remembered and taught their children and their grandchildren all of God’s promises. These promises included the one about their coming rescuer and promised King.

At Christmas we celebrate the arrival of that King, the Messiah. We anticipate all the fun of Christmas Day like unwrapping presents, eating favorite foods, and playing games with our families. Advent, the twenty-four days leading up to Christmas, is a reminder for us of how the Jews waited and watched for the signs of their arriving rescue.

This Christmas, as you count down to Christmas Day, remember how the Jews awaited their King all those many years ago!
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Dear Jesus, we thank you so much for fulfilling the promise to the Jews and coming to earth to redeem us. Help me remember while I wait for Christmas Day that Christmas is really about this promise fulfilled.

 

Reflections:
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Have you ever been promised something, but you had to wait for it?
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What were the Jewish people waiting to be rescued from?
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Read Joshua 21:45, Joshua 23:14, and Philippians 1:6. What are some things we learn about God’s promises?
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Let’s Make a Gift! M&M Cookie Mix in a Jar

[image: image]

INGREDIENTS:

• 1½ cups all-purpose flour

• 1 teaspoon baking powder

• ½ teaspoon baking soda

• ¼ teaspoon salt

• 1¼ cups holiday M&M’s

• ⅓ cup light brown sugar, packed

• ½ cup granulated sugar

• 1-quart mason jar

DIRECTIONS FOR ASSEMBLING JARS:

1. Combine flour, baking powder, baking soda, and salt in a small bowl. Pour into the bottom of a 1-quart mason jar. You can use a funnel or a rolled paper plate to assist.

2. Top the flour mixture with M&M’s, dropping them in lightly, so that they don’t sink into the flour.

3. Top the M&M’s with brown sugar, and then granulated sugar (use a spoon to carefully scoop the sugars into the jar).

4. Seal with the lid. You can decorate the lid if you want to!
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RECIPE TO INCLUDE WITH THE JAR:


M&M Cookies

Each jar makes approximately 20 cookies.

1. In a large bowl, whisk ½ cup of melted and cooled unsalted butter with 1 large egg and 2 teaspoons vanilla extract. Add the contents of the jar and gently stir with a wooden spoon or rubber spatula until combined (dough will be crumbly).

2. Chill for 30 minutes.

3. Form golf ball–sized portions of dough, pressing firmly as you form each ball. Place the dough balls onto baking sheets lined with parchment paper.

4. Bake at 350°F for 8–10 minutes or until the edges are set and the centers of the cookies are still slightly underdone.

5. Place baking sheets on a rack to cool, then use a spatula to remove cookies from the pan. Store in an airtight container.




DECEMBER

2

The Very Best Hope
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But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. Galatians 4:4–5 (KJV)

Hope is something that we all need. Hope rests in the promise of a future. Hope promises that there are brighter days ahead. Hope helps us to try again and again.
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