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    ABOUT THIS GUIDE    





 


 


This guide allows you to locate every monument and tablet on the Gettysburg Battlefield. It also tells you a bit about each monument, the division or person each one honors, and what the honoree did during the fighting. It is intended to be carried along during a visit to Gettysburg; it can also, of course, be studied at home.


There are 466 monuments and 367 tablets in the Gettysburg National Military Park, which encompasses some nine square miles. This guide includes photos, descriptions, map locations, and GPS coordinates of all the monuments. It includes listings, locations, and coordinates for all the tablets.


The monument descriptions and photos are organized by state, since most monuments honor specific regiments from a particular state. Monuments that memorialize brigades, divisions, people, or the entire Union or Confederate army follow the state monuments. Each description includes a reference to one of the guide’s maps, GPS coordinates, and the year of the monument’s dedication.


The battlefield’s tablets themselves feature text that pertains to a specific unit’s activities during the battle. In this guide, tablet lists are arranged by state, unit, person, or army, as appropriate. Like the monument descriptions, each tablet listing includes GPS coordinates and a map reference.






    SUMMARY OF THE BATTLE    





JULY 1: FIRST DAY


Early on July 1, 1863, a relatively small number of Union and Confederate soldiers clashed along the Chambersburg Pike, just northwest of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. The fighting intensified throughout the day as both sides moved distant troops to the field—Confederates coming from the west and north and the Union arriving from the south. By nightfall, Union troops were driven back through town. They halted their retreat on Cemetery Hill.


JULY 2: SECOND DAY


Union troops, now reinforced, positioned themselves in a curving defensive line that extended from Culp’s Hill west to Cemetery Hill and south along Cemetery Ridge toward Little Round Top. In the afternoon, Confederate forces attacked both the Union right and left. Fierce fighting—up Culp’s Hill and on Little Round Top, at Devil’s Den, in the Wheatfield, and through the Peach Orchard—killed and wounded large numbers of men on both sides, but the federal position was left much the same as it was at the start of the day.


JULY 3: THIRD DAY


Following an early-morning attack on the Union right, the Confederates unleashed a massive artillery bombardment to soften the Union center. At around two in the afternoon, three Confederate divisions (one led by Gen. George Pickett) charged a mile through open fields toward federal positions on Cemetery Ridge. By then, the fighting on the right had ended, and even though rebel forces managed to breach the Union line at several spots, the Confederates were quickly driven back. They quit the field completely during the night, heading to Virginia in retreat.
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Some 833 monuments and tablets honor the troops who fought the Battle of Gettysburg.






    MONUMENT DESCRIPTIONS    





 


 


ALABAMA


819. 4th Alabama Infantry
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The 4th Alabama was part of Evander Law’s brigade of Hood’s division, and it moved out to attack the Union left from around this spot on July 2, with “charges of canister passing over us with the noise of partridges in flight,” as one soldier recalled. This marker was the first (and only) monument the War Department created for a Confederate regiment when it administered the park.


Dedicated in 1904
39.787214, -77.254056; see map EE


822. Alabama State Monument
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Alabama seceded from the Union on January 11, 1861. Its capital, Montgomery, hosted the convention that created the Confederate States of America, and Montgomery became the CSA’s first capital. As many as 125,000 Alabamians fought for the Confederacy during the war. Dedicated on November 12, 1933, the state’s monument stands near the spot where Evander Law’s Alabama brigade moved out to attack the Union left flank on July 2.


Dedicated in 1933
39.78669, -77.254153; see map EE


ARKANSAS


667. Arkansas State Monument
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When President Lincoln requested soldiers to put down the rebellion, Arkansas governor Henry M. Rector replied that the state would fight against “Northern mendacity and usurpation.” Arkansas seceded from the Union on May 6, 1861. In the latter stages of the war, the state had two governments, one pro-Southern and one pro-Northern. Some soldiers from Arkansas fought for the Union.


Dedicated in 1966
39.79262, -77.255159; see map AA


CONNECTICUT


617. 2nd Battery, Connecticut Artillery (Sterling’s Battery)
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Also known as Sterling’s Battery, the 2nd Battery of the Connecticut Light Artillery posted its weapons on this spot along the Union artillery line on July 3. The battery was a green unit that had gotten its first real taste of combat on July 2.


Dedicated in 1889
39.803723, -77.234509; see map W


362. 5th Connecticut Infantry
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The 5th Connecticut fought at Gettysburg under the command of Col. Warren W. Packer. “It was our good fortune that, though sent to almost every part of the line as emergency required, the regiment was not seriously engaged, and our losses were light,” said Lt. Col. John B. Lewis, the regimental surgeon, when this “chaste and beautiful monument” was dedicated in 1887.


Dedicated in 1887
39.815579, -77.217408; see map O


218. 14th Connecticut Infantry
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One of the few infantry regiments armed with the Sharps breech-loading rifle, the 14th Connecticut captured the farm buildings of William Bliss, which had been sheltering Confederate sharpshooters, on the morning of July 3. A position marker stands at the site.


Dedicated in 1884
39.813815, -77.235415; see map M


197. 14th Connecticut Infantry
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The buildings of William and Adeline Bliss provided shelter for Confederate sharpshooters. On July 3, several Union regiments, including the 14th Connecticut, moved forward, drove the rebels from the farm, and set fire to the buildings. The regiment’s main monument is on Hancock Avenue.


39.816375, -77.242027; see map M


66. 17th Connecticut Infantry
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The 17th Connecticut was commanded by Lt. Col. Douglas Fowler, who insisted on remaining on horseback. “Dodge the big ones, boys,” Fowler joked to his men as enemy shells flew toward them. After ordering his men to charge, Fowler was killed by a bullet to the head. The regiment has another monument on Wainwright Avenue.


Dedicated in 1903
39.845459, -77.226195; see map D


223. 17th Connecticut Infantry
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On the evening of July 2, the 17th Connecticut engaged in a furious defense against the onrushing brigade of Harry Hays’s Louisiana Tigers from Jubal Early’s division. “We had a hand-to-hand conflict with them, firmly held our ground, and drove them back,” reported Maj. Allen G. Brady.


Dedicated in 1886–1893
39.82262, -77.22816; see map N


359. 20th Connecticut Infantry
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Sent early on July 3 to retake fortifications at the base of Culp’s Hill, the 20th Connecticut advanced under the cover of artillery, “fighting as best we could, shielding ourselves behind rocks & trees,” recalled the regiment’s commander, Lt. Col. William Wooster. Low on ammunition, the regiment was relieved by the 123rd New York.


Dedicated in 1885
39.815776, -77.217789; see map O


720. 27th Connecticut Infantry
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Part of the 2nd Corps, the 27th Connecticut hurried to the Wheatfield to support the collapsing 3rd Corps, Lt. Col. Henry Merwin in command. “Merwin falls while leading the command with his accustomed bravery,” read a regimental history. “The contest at this point continued for some time. Planting the colors upon the top, the men loaded their pieces under shelter of the brow of the hill, then, rising up, delivered their fire.” Merwin has a small marker on Wheatfield Road.


Dedicated in 1889
39.797077, -77.241624; see map BB


714. 27th Connecticut Infantry
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The 27th Connecticut’s main monument is in the Wheatfield. On July 2, they pushed the enemy out of the Wheatfield and into the woods beyond, where they were hit with “a withering fire.” After some time, the federals were in turn pushed back through the Wheatfield.


Dedicated in 1885
39.795373, -77.24711; see map BB


DELAWARE


214. 1st Delaware Infantry
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The 1st Delaware Infantry battled for the Bliss farm buildings on July 2 (a small marker indicates their location) and resisted the Confederate charge of July 3 on this spot. Lt. William Smith was in command during the fighting. “He was a brave and efficient officer, and was instantly killed, with one of the enemy’s captured flags in his hand,” reported the brigade commander, Col. Thomas Smyth. “When picked up, his sword was found in one hand and a catured rebel flag in the other,” recounted a history.


Dedicated in 1886–1893
39.814576, -77.235469; see map M


194. 1st Delaware Infantry
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The 1st Delaware was one of the regiments ordered forward to this spot to drive Confederate sharpshooters from the Bliss farm buildings on July 3. The regiment’s main monument is on Hancock Avenue.


39.817086, -77.241643; see map M


718. 2nd Delaware Infantry
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The 2nd Delaware, part of Caldwell’s division of the 2nd Corps, fought through the Wheatfield and into the Rose Woods when the division was sent to aid the 3rd Corps on July 2. After pushing the rebels into the trees, the Union soldiers were forced to withdraw. “In this engagement our loss was severe,” reported Col. William P. Baily.


Dedicated in 1885
39.794759, -77.247137; see map BB


211. 2nd Delaware Infantry
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This small position marker indicates the position of the 2nd Delaware Infantry on July 3 when it participated in the repulse of Pickett’s Charge.


39.81479, -77.235496; see map M


290. Delaware State Monument
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Delaware was a slave-holding state when war broke out in 1861, but it remained loyal to the Union. About 12,000 soldiers from Delaware served in the federal forces. The 1st and 2nd Delaware fought at Gettysburg, and three of their soldiers earned the Medal of Honor here. The bas-relief by sculptor Ron Tunison depicts the 1st and 2nd Delaware following the repulse of Pickett’s Charge. Tunison used his own face on a surrendering Southerner.


Dedicated in 2000
39.816099, -77.232538; see map N




“For three days the tumult and roar around Cemetery Heights and the Round Tops seemed the echo of the internal commotion which ages before had heaved these hills above the surrounding plain.”


—Confederate Brig. Gen. John B. Gordon





FLORIDA


432. Florida State Monument
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Florida seceded from the United States on January 10, 1861, the third state to do so. Three regiments fought in Gen. E. A. Perry’s Florida Brigade of Richard Anderson’s division in the Army of Northern Virginia’s 3rd Corps at Gettysburg. “They were hotly engaged,” reported Anderson, “and did not retire until compelled, like all the others, to do so by the superior force of the enemy, and the great strength of his position.”


Dedicated in 1963
39.810214, -77.254142; see map U


GEORGIA


654. Georgia State Monument
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Georgia seceded from the Union on January 19, 1861, giving the Confederacy a territory that extended uninterrupted to the Mississippi River. During the war Georgia provided some 100,000 soldiers to the rebellion. The monument was dedicated in September 1961; that month an identical monument was also dedicated on the Antietam Battlefield.


Dedicated in 1961
39.798859, -77.255979; see map AA


ILLINOIS


1. 1st Shot Marker (Company E, 8th Illinois Cavalry)
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Around 7:30 on the morning of July 1, Lt. Marcellus Jones of the 8th Illinois Cavalry’s Company E borrowed a Sharps carbine, steadied it on a rail fence, and fired at approaching Confederate soldiers. It was the first shot of the Battle of Gettysburg (although members of the 9th New York Cavalry disputed the 8th Illinois’ claim).


Dedicated in 1883
39.850921, -77.280727; see map A


79. 8th Illinois Cavalry
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Following its initial clash with the advancing rebels on the Chambersburg Pike, the 8th Illinois Cavalry fought a delaying action as it retreated here. Pvt. David Diffenbaugh, whose name is on the monument, was the regiment’s only fatality at Gettysburg. He died while on duty at the brigade’s headquarters.


Dedicated in 1891
39.850921, -77.280727; see map G


107. 12th Illinois Cavalry
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The 12th Illinois Cavalry established its line of battle here on July 1 but was “compelled to give slowly back before superior numbers of the enemy,” said brigade commander George H. Chapman. The saddle on top of the marker is an obvious indication of this regiment’s branch of the army.


Dedicated in 1891
39.837051, -77.248504; see map G


52. 82nd Illinois Infantry
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The commander of the 82nd Illinois, Lt. Col. Edward Salomon, reported that he led his regiment and the 61st Ohio into Gettysburg during the retreat on July 1; they were the last Union regiments to reach town. Salomon’s horse was killed and fell on top of him, but soldiers managed to help the injured officer to Cemetery Hill.


Dedicated in 1891
39.842811, -77.232333; see map C


INDIANA


103. 3rd Indiana Cavalry
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This cavalry regiment fought under the command of Col. George H. Chapman, who also commanded the 1st Brigade of the 1st Cavalry Division. The arriving Confederates pushed the cavalry slowly back on July 1. “We did not relinquish the position, however, until relieved by the advance of the 1st Army Corps,” reported Chapman.


Dedicated in 1885
39.837906, -77.247906; see map G


318. 7th Indiana Infantry
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On his own initiative, Col. Ira Grover took the 7th Indiana from its rearguard position and marched toward the sound of the guns, reaching this position on Culp’s Hill just in time to interrupt a Confederate attempt to capture it.


Dedicated in 1885
39.820292, -77.220442; see map O


243. 14th Indiana Infantry
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The 14th Indiana was part of Samuel Carroll’s brigade in the 2nd Corps. On the night of July 2, it rushed forward to defend East Cemetery Hill’s Union batteries from Jubal Early’s Confederates. “We charged past the battery while they fired over us, and we drove the rebels with great loss,” noted Lt. Col. Elijah H. C. Cavins. “Our fight lasted only a few minutes, but was desperate.”


39.821494, -77.228951; see map N


96. 19th Indiana Infantry
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The 19th Indiana, part of the Iron Brigade, reached here on July 1 and prepared to meet the advancing Confederates of Archer’s brigade. “The charge was made with great spirit and celerity,” noted Col. Samuel Williams in his report. In the afternoon, outflanked on the left, the regiment withdrew to Seminary Ridge and then to Cemetery Hill.


Dedicated in 1885
39.834184, -77.254331; see map G


749. 20th Indiana Infantry
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On July 2, the 20th Indiana moved forward on the right of its brigade and met the enemy around 4:00 pm. “The brigade soon after advanced to the brow of a small hill, about 150 yards from the position it occupied when first attacked,” reported Lt. Col. William C. L. Taylor, who had assumed command after the death of Col. John Wheeler. The regiment retired with the rest of the brigade.


Dedicated in 1885
39.794806, -77.242834; see map BB


374. 27th Indiana Infantry
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The 27th Indiana’s colonel was Silas Colgrove (for whom Colgrove Avenue was named) until he was promoted to brigade command. On July 3, this regiment and the 2nd Massachusetts attempted to drive the rebels from Union defenses they had occupied. Instead of sending skirmishers first, Colgrove sent out both regiments, which were driven back. Division commander Thomas Ruger decided “it was one of those unfortunate occurrences that will happen in the excitement of battle.”


Dedicated in 1885
39.813577, -77.215989; see map O


373. 27th Indiana Infantry
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This marker indicates the farthest advance of the 27th Indiana on July 3. “It became evident to me that scarcely a man could live to gain the position of the enemy,” reported brigade commander Silas Colgrove. “I ordered the regiment to fall back behind its breastworks, which it did.” The regiment’s main monument is nearby on Colgrove Avenue.


39.814353, -77.216055; see map O


372. State of Indiana Monument
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Erected in 1970, Indiana’s monument commemorates a state that contributed more than 61,000 soldiers to the Union cause. Five Hoosier infantry regiments fought at Gettysburg, plus units from two cavalry regiments.


Dedicated in 1970
39.814184, -77.21631; see map O


KENTUCKY


267. Kentucky Monument


[image: 001]


As a border state, Kentucky sent soldiers to both the Union (76,000) and the Confederacy (25,000). President Abraham Lincoln and Confederate president Jefferson Davis were both born in Kentucky, but the Kentucky Memorial chooses to honor Lincoln by quoting his Gettysburg Address, which the president delivered at a spot somewhere between the monument and the Evergreen Cemetery fence.


Dedicated on November 19, 1975
39.819728, -77.231191; see map N


LOUISIANA


449. Louisiana State Monument
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The work of sculptor Donald De Lue (who also created the Mississippi and the Soldiers and Sailors of the Confederacy monuments), the Louisiana State Monument was dedicated in 1971. The dying soldier is from Louisiana’s Washington Artillery; the soaring figure is the Spirit of the Confederacy. Louisiana seceded from the Union on January 26, 1861, and contributed around 56,000 soldiers to the Confederate armies. Some 7,000 of them died during the war.


Dedicated in 1971
39.80297, -77.255865; see map U


MAINE


413. 1st Maine Cavalry
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According to Maine at Gettysburg, “The First Maine was not called into active service during the cavalry battle this afternoon [July 3] until near the close, when it was ordered forward at the termination of the fight.”


Dedicated in 1889
39.817926, -77.169324; see map T


80. 2nd Maine Battery (Hall’s Battery)
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Made of granite from Hallowell, Maine, the 2nd Maine Battery monument indicates the unit’s position on July 1. With Capt. James A. Hall of Damariscotta in command and with six 3-inch rifles, the battery arrived shortly after the lead elements of the 1st Corps and “at once opened upon the enemy the first cannonade after the arrival of the Union infantry.” The battery also has a marker in Evergreen Cemetery.


Dedicated in 1889
39.837885, -77.251519; see map G


277. 2nd Maine Battery (Hall’s Battery)


[image: 001]


The battery has a larger monument on Chambersburg Pike, where it fought on July 1. Posted on the left of the artillery on Cemetery Hill, the battery resumed firing in the late afternoon on July 2 with the axle of one cannon breaking from the recoil. The battery moved to the rear to make repairs.


39.817402, -77.231519; see map N


436. 3rd Maine Infantry
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Before noon on July 2, the 3rd Maine moved forward toward the Emmitsburg Road to support Berdan’s sharpshooters. There it encountered Alabamians of Wilcox’s brigade. After a brisk fight in which the 3rd suffered 48 casualties, the Mainers withdrew.


39.808119, -77.257441; see map U


649. 3rd Maine Infantry
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Originally commanded by Oliver O. Howard, the 3rd Maine was under Col. Moses B. Lakeman on July 2. After encountering Wilcox’s brigade during a morning reconnaissance (there’s a marker in Pitzer Woods where the incident occured), the regiment withdrew to the Peach Orchard, where later in the day, it was attacked from two directions amid a “withering fire,” and forced to withdraw, along with the rest of the shattered 3rd Corps.


Dedicated in 1889
39.800314, -77.250154; see map AA


536. 3rd Maine Infantry
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This marker, made of Maine granite, indicates the 3rd Maine’s position on July 3. A marker on Berdan Avenue and a monument near the Peach Orchard commemorate its actions on July 2.


39.812731, -77.235186; see map W


758. 4th Maine Infantry
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As fighting raged on Little Round Top, Alabama troops attacked the 4th Maine, which resisted fiercely. “The monument is placed in the gorge of Devil’s Den, where the regiment suffered its heaviest loss,” notes Maine at Gettysburg. “With one of the huge bowlders of that wild place for its foundation, it is a conspicuous memorial of Maine valor.”


Dedicated in 1988
39.791858, -77.241498; see map BB


541. 4th Maine Infantry
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After its severe fighting at Devil’s Den (where its main monument stands) on July 2, the 4th Maine withdrew to a reserve position. On July 3, it moved here to support the 2nd Corps. “The enemy, however, had just been repulsed, and the regiment was not actively engaged,” reports Maine at Gettysburg.


39.812467, -77.235379 ; see map W


791. 5th Maine Infantry
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Mustered in Portland, Maine, the men of the 5th Maine had fought at First Bull Run, but at Gettysburg “by the fortunes of the day they were spared hard fighting and heavy losses.”


Dedicated in 1889
39.795372, -77.235158; see map CC


131. 5th Maine Battery (Stevens’s Battery)
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During the fighting on July 1, the 5th Maine Battery moved its six guns north to this spot. Forced to withdraw, the unit nearly lost a gun when a wheel fell off the carriage, but prompt action by Capt. Greenleaf Stevens saved it. The battery’s main monument is on Stevens Knoll, named after the 5th Maine’s captain.


39.833813, -77.245022; see map H


312. 5th Maine Battery (Stevens’s Battery)
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Capt. Greenleaf Thurlow Stevens, for whom Stevens Knoll is named, commanded the 5th Maine Battery here. The battery supported the repulse of Jubal Early’s men on the evening of July 2, opening up on the charging Confederates with “blaze, a crash and a roar as if a volcano had been let loose.”


Dedicated in 1889
39.819298, -77.224541; see map O


619. 6th Maine Battery (Dow’s Battery)
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Commanded by Lt. Edwin B. Dow, the 6th Maine reached the battlefield on the morning of July 2. Around 7:00 that evening, it was ordered forward to help stop the advancing Confederates and “hold the position at all hazards.” Dow and his men labored under severe fire until the enemy was repulsed. The monument is constructed of Hallowell granite.


Dedicated in 1889
39.80328, -77.234511; see map W


843. 6th Maine Infantry
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Arriving on the field on July 2, the 6th Maine was held in reserve and on July 3 went to the left, “part of a force intended to frustrate any attempt of the Confederates to get into the rear of the Union army,” recounts Maine at Gettysburg.


Dedicated in 1889
39.783432, -77.228409; see map GG


637. 7th Maine Infantry
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After the 7th Maine reached this spot on July 3, the regiment advanced toward a house that sheltered enemy skirmishers. “It was in this advance and in a sharp skirmish to the left that the Seventh met its loss at Gettysburg,” read a history. “Two men were killed or mortally wounded, and five wounded.” The regiment continued skirmishing here for the rest of the day.


Dedicated in 1889
39.807734, -77.210862; see map Y


629. 10th Maine Battalion
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Made up from men of the 10th Maine after that regiment mustered out in April 1863, the battalion served as provost guard for the 12th Corps. The monument to the 10th Maine Battalion was crafted of granite from Hallowell, Maine.


Dedicated in 1889
39.811518, -77.220723; see map X


34. 16th Maine Infantry
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The 16th Maine reached the field on July 1—about 275 men under Col. Charles W. Tilden—and moved forward to support the beleaguered men of Baxter’s brigade. Fighting was intense until the Union forces had to withdraw; the 16th Maine received orders to move forward and hold their position to allow the rest of the division to retreat safely. Tilden was among those captured, but he managed to escape from Richmond’s Libby Prison.
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