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    "The ethics section is extremely well written, of interest to a person like me, sceptical of organised religion."
  

  
    Charles Russell-Sealey, professional musician, song writer, teacher.

    

  

  
    "Fair and open-minded, widely read in science, philosophy and theology, John Morris offers a vision of Christian belief and ethics which can stand convincingly in this modern world. Work right through it in a group with friends of differing convictions! It could enlarge and enrich all your lives."
  

  
    Rt Revd John Austin Baker, former Bishop of Salisbury, author.

    

  

  
    "Contemporary Creed blends science and theology and tunnels through difficulties in search of truth - not unlike my tunnelling microscope in search of atoms, both creating wonderful images."
  

  
    Dr James R. Smith, Senior Research Fellow in Bio-Microscopy, University of Portsmouth.

    

  

  
    "As a scientist I appreciated the systematic and logical approach you adopted."
  

  
    Rt Revd Peter Hancock, Bishop of Basingstoke.

    

  

  
    "It builds on the original to create a valuable and more transparent guide for occasional churchgoers like me."
  

  
    Peter Ward, former Director of Technology, ITV. 

    

  

  
    " 'Faith requires us to live bravely with doubt and uncertainty'. That pretty well sums up this unusual book, a defence of orthodox Christian faith that takes doubt seriously, and respects the hesitancy of the genuine searcher for answers."
  

  
    Canon David Winter, Former Head of BBC Religious Broadcasting, author.

    

  

  
    "Believers and non-believers will find a deep challenge to their beliefs in this revised edition, which builds on all the very appealing characteristics of the first. It is better the 'second time around' - but still easy to read, with each page offering a stimulating encounter with the thoughts of a person of great faith, which has been tempered by experience. Dr. Morris knows science and faith are not competing but complementary."
  

  
    Rt Revd Charles L. Longest, DD, former Bishop Suffragan of Maryland.

    

  

  
    "As an atheist I find John Morris's writing refreshingly non-preachy."
  

  
    Larry MacKillop, farmer, writer, science teacher, AB, Canada.

    

  

  
    "Dr. Morris combines considerable insight into religious faith with an acute liberal mind and the rare ability to communicate what he knows and has experienced in terms accessible to every seeker after truth. This is a unique book."
  

  
    Very Revd Trevor Beeson, Dean Emeritus of Winchester Cathedral, author.

    

  

  
    "John Morris is one of those who experiences a God presence that he cannot define but who will not deny its reality. He writes with integrity, clarity and passion, as he explores spirituality with a contemporary accent."
  

  
    John Shelby Spong, former Bishop of Newark, N.J., USA, author.

    

  

  
    "In this enlarged edition, John Morris offers poetry and cogent commentary to expand the minds of uncertain Christians, open-minded seekers and principled antagonists of religion. Always honest, the author avoids neatly packaged answers in favor of intuitive and reasoned invitations to delve deeper into fundamental questions of God and the human condition."
  

  
    Rt Revd A. Theodore Eastman, former Bishop of Maryland, USA.

    

  

  
    "This is a rich resource for the RE teacher. It is a creative and faith-based perspective on ultimate and moral questions. Dr Morris offers a real insight into his grappling with some of life’s most difficult questions. It is not a book of easy answers but an engagement with controversial truth claims and moral positions. Thought-provoking stimuli for secondary RE range from imagined dialogue between theist and atheist, through poetic expression of belief, to critical theological exposition. I would encourage teachers and students to consider their own responses to his sixty 'problems'. There is plenty to choose from for those of us who enjoy a lively classroom discussion!"
  

  
    Joanne Pearce, Lecturer in Religious Education, Institute of Education, University of London.

    

  

  
    "I thoroughly enjoyed the book's mixture of good theology, ethics, and expressions from the heart of a doubting believer. Not only does it inform my own fragile faith, it can also help my students to write better essays. I heartily recommend it as one of the great works of theology."
  

  
    Dr Ruth Richmond, Head of Philosophy and Religious Studies, The Portsmouth Grammar School.

    

  

  
    "John Morris sheds light on the Christian faith as a lived reality not simply a set of doctrines and ethics. The reader will encounter theology in a readable form and will be drawn into a discussion through the accessibility of the language and the provocation of the content. This book would be extremely useful for church discussion and confirmation groups."
  

  
    Lisa Isherwood, Professor of Feminist Liberation Theologies, University of Winchester, author.

    

  

  
    "A revised edition usually means 1) that the first edition was successful, and 2) that the author has developed his thinking. This book is no exception: it will continue to satisfy the demand for intelligent discussion of key problems surrounding Christian belief and practice. Morris - who is at home with the Big Bang and evolutionary biology - does this in an imaginative, undogmatic way, with sensitive treatment of natural disasters and moral evils."
  

  
    Adrian Thatcher, Visiting Professor, Dept of Theology & Religion, University of Exeter, author.
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  DEDICATION

  
    I dedicate this book to our daughter Vanessa (who died in Uganda in 1971 aged three weeks), and to our grandchildren, Oliver, Lucy, James, Alistair, Alexander, and especially to Daniel in gratitude for what he has given me and in the hope he will ultimately be complete with God. (For Daniel, see pp4, 15, 147-148, 178-182.)

    

    

    

    

    

    

  

  ROYALTIES

  
    The author will again be donating his royalties to the charity Equipment for Disabled Children: www.e4dc.org.uk

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  

  
    Cover: The three crosses are rooted in the history of the Roman Empire, when Jesus was crucified between two criminals. His old message needs a new credible restatement in the light of contemporary science that enables humans to explore space, push boundaries, and get to the bottom of things.
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  FOREWORD

  
    This unusual book is a tour de force. It turns profundities of Christian doctrine into crisp, epigrammatic and sometimes jocular verse, full of imaginative parable and simile; but it is more. Here is the expression of a hard-won, ruthlessly honest personal faith.
  

  Speaking out of testing experiences of sorrow and out of sympathetic acquaintance with intelligent young people looking for honest answers, Dr Morris presents a picture of a God who is no interventionist power but who works from within the laws of his own creation, lovingly suffering with us to create free, responsible persons. The terse, well documented commentary that goes with the verse is exactly right, guiding the reader lucidly to the heart of each problem, and suggesting ways of understanding without skirting the difficulties.

  


  
    The Reverend Professor C.F.D.Moule
  

  
    Lady Margaret’s Professor emeritus
  

  
    University of Cambridge

    

    

    

    

    

  

  
    John Morris writes: my Acknowledgements mention that Professor Moule, who kindly wrote this Foreword for Contemporary Creed, died in 2007 after a long distinguished life. Otherwise he would almost certainly have been willing to update his Foreword for the present volume.
  


  COMMENDATION

  
    By the Archbishop of York

    

  

  
    We need books to bridge the gap between belief and unbelief, between the Church and the enquirer who cannot find the entrance and, for that matter, between the pulpit and the pew. This book does it. It is not a casual read. It presumes that the reader has already wrestled with some of those metaphysical enigmas which have dogged human beings from time immemorial. It requires a basic familiarity with the Bible.
  

  John Morris mixes deep digging with devotion and flights of fancy. He is thinking aloud. My hunch is that many will find it to be a companion on the journey: challenging but not threatening, for it will articulate some of their own thoughts and offer some new ones.

  Contemporary Creed deserves to be read slowly and carefully, lest its hidden depths go overlooked. It would be good for discussion in groups or by couples, or as a personal manual of Christian instruction. John Morris taught me when I was a young man and I am delighted to see that he has lost none of his insight, none of his passion, none of his questing. I commend this book.

  
    +Sentamu Ebor:

    

    

  

  
    

    

    

  

  
    John Morris writes: “I first met Dr Sentamu in Uganda after my arrival in 1963 when I was one of his teachers in a state secondary school and the director of two plays, one televised, in which he starred. I had no idea he would go on to distinguish himself as a brave judge during Idi Amin’s misrule, and now as Archbishop. For more connections, please see:
  

  
    www.contemporarycreed.org.uk
  


  INTRODUCTION

  
    Religious beliefs are not certainties but convictions that take risks because they cannot be proved true. Faith requires us to live bravely with doubt and uncertainty.
  

  So I write for those who find faith difficult and who at times “wobble” between belief and unbelief (p170). My own wobbles took a new turn in 1999 when our grandson Daniel was born without a normal brain. He still cannot crawl, talk or walk so I have to lift him when he stays with my wife Mary and me on alternate weekends and holidays. So my beliefs are not theoretical, but practical, as I struggle with life’s big questions and try to get to the bottom of things. Where is God in a world of handicapped children, earthquakes, and hurricanes? Has science reduced faith to intellectual suicide or is it reasonable? What is the point of the universe, and what are we for? Are good and bad merely a matter of opinion?

  All of us seek answers so I write for Christians and atheists. We are all believers in something, whether we are scientists, soldiers or shopkeepers. Most of my colleagues were non-Christians so they helped me to look both ways – like two-faced Janus – aware that I may be wrong and they may be right. To those who say “I don’t believe in God” I sometimes reply “That’s OK, so what do you value and believe in?”. That may start a conversation where we can learn from each other.

  Richard Dawkins objects to “Teaching children that unquestioned faith is a virtue” ( The God Delusion, p308). I agree with him. Criticism is a healthy exercise and as a result beliefs may be stronger or better expressed or abandoned if untrue. Though I rarely make direct references to his books, I am often replying to points that he and similar writers have made. He deserves to be widely read because he writes well and makes some valid criticisms of religion. But demolition is easier than construction: what he and other atheists do not believe in is clear but I doubt that their alternatives would greatly benefit our world.

  Here is my positive pathway through the problems of traditional Christian beliefs and ethics, acceptable as far as is possible to reason and faith, science and scripture, mind and heart. Along that pathway I shall use the term ‘secularists’ to describe those who call themselves atheists, agnostics or humanists – positions I have occupied from time to time. They may find more common ground with me than they expected, in the sections “God and Creation”, “God and Ethics”, parts of “Christian Living” and even “The Resurrection”.

  I have aimed at the general reader more than the specialist, so I use straightforward English, and any occasional jargon is explained simply, to help second language speakers.

  Please dip into the book in any order, as all the sections can be independent. But it is also a short A-Z of systematic theology so Contemporary Creed was subtitled A mini-course in Christianity for today. But “course” put off some groups I talked to yet they liked my proposed alternative, Reasonable pathways through the problems of Christian beliefs and ethics. Because the differences between the 1st and Revised Editions are considerable not cosmetic, to call it the 2nd edition would understate the New Material listed on p19.

  Sixty problems are addressed in sixty chapters (half of them only two pages), each in the distinctive format of problem, poem, and commentary. Most of the problems are important but a few are trivial or a repeat from a different angle, and a couple are a literary exercise. At times my attempted solution is a failure to resolve a difficulty! Some problems are beyond human minds. So instead of easy answers or clichés, I often give only tentative, undogmatic suggestions.

  But why write poems to open each chapter? For three reasons: to be different through a more creative style; to entertain (if heavy theology can be made lighter reading); and to be brief by compressing lengthier prose into epigrams. Wordsworth’s poem, “I wandered lonely as a cloud,” recollects his own sense-impressions and emotions on seeing a landscape of daffodils, whereas I excluded almost all of my own feelings from my problem-solving verses that do not pretend to be conventional poems. I call mine ‘conceptual poetry’ because each poem focuses on only one concept, defining it and expressing a possible solution to its problem. The discipline of verse forces a writer to be precise and say things in a nutshell.

  As for entertainment, the 1st edition was quickly put down by bookshop browsers who mistook it for a poetry anthology, even though there was much more prose than verse! The Revised Edition has the format I always intended, so hopefully it will be more to these browsers’ taste, as the expanded commentary makes the book about 90% prose. Fortunately, many readers tell me that the verse is a useful vehicle to accelerate interest and carry the argument forward towards an up-to-date set of beliefs. The verses animate old truths, giving them fresh meaning. The Index lists 62 poems of which four are new; I removed six from the 1st edition, reduced “Resurrection puzzle” from five pages to just over one, but felt no need to change most of the rest.

  The greatly expanded commentary has three purposes: to give the biblical, philosophical and sometimes scientific evidence for the poem; to develop the ideas and add background; and give cross-references to related chapters so everything fits together in one theological system. Though many of my ideas are not original, to shorten and simplify the commentary I rarely go in for name-dropping of sources. The truth of any idea matters more than who first thought of it.

  The 1st edition proved to be multi-purpose. Those who wanted a 'story' of a growing creed went straight through, ignoring all the references. Those facing a crisis began at “Mayday” (p178), written for a dying friend. House groups used it to structure Bible study/discussions on whatever topic interested them, and it has been a Lent book. Some universities, theological colleges, and schools have it for middle-of-the-road theology and ethics. References are from the Revised English Bible REB, unless another version is named. These are not proof texts, as if they settle the matter. Rather, each one needs to be seen in its context and weighed against others.

  I was a teacher and lecturer for 35 years (in the UK, with nine years in Uganda and two short spells in the USA) before I was ordained as an Anglican clergyman in 1995 as an NSM (unpaid), serving in three rural parishes in England for six years. Until 2006, I was also chaplain for eleven years at Twyford School, Hampshire. I am not a political animal but I did march over two impending wars, the Falklands (in Plymouth 1982) and Iraq (Hyde Park 15 Feb. 2003). My website mentions my voluntary work for a boys’ home and school in Darjeeling District, India and

  www.contemporarycreed.org.uk

  
    also gives a free read of the whole of the Revised Edition.
  

  I begin with my own creed that has had to grow up, adjusting to family and international calamities and scientific advances. I follow tradition by referring to God as ‘Father’ and ‘he’ though – as “Infinite” (p22) explains – God is neither he, she, nor it. Also, when I refer to an individual or person, I almost invariably revert to ‘he’ rather than ‘she’ or ‘he/she’. Apart from these exceptions, I have used inclusive language throughout so that all readers feel equally welcome.

  I shall not ask you to open your Bible as my quotations from it are all you need. But you may want to open it on a second reading to study my references. To start it may help to summarise in 20 words what I think the Bible tells us:

  The Bible reveals the right and wrong way to live,

  and what God did and does to repair our failures.

  


  
    Winchester 2011 contemporarycreed@btinternet.com
  


  NEW MATERIAL IN THIS EDITION

  
    I give this summary to help owners of the 1st edition decide whether to buy the Revised Edition:

    

  

  
    1. The problem of suffering & God’s nature and activity in the world are central to the book. Problematic providence pp30-33, 46-49.
  

  
    2. Atheism, its pros and cons, in reply to Dawkins’ The God Delusion, pp15,34-39, 54-74, 22-25, 130-139, 144-148, 176-177.
  

  
    3. More on science and ‘God clues’ pno3, 28-39, 40-44, 130-141, 196-197.
  

  
    4. Varieties of God – more on pantheism, deism, theism, pno2-25.
  

  
    5. Evolution as God’s method – natural selection, ID and unintelligent design. Humans as special animals in eleven ways pp30-39.
  

  
    6. Suffering: a summary pp46-49. Cancer, handicapped children, and the value of prayer pp178-187. Science and earthquakes pp40-41;
  

  
    7. Ethics – a philosophical section, with six practical guides for each individual and government to distinguish right from wrong. Judaeo-Christian ethics, and my term “introspective ethics”. Can morality survive without religion? pp54-74, 188-191.
  

  
    8. Resurrection of Jesus: more historical evidence. A debate listing arguments for his spiritual versus bodily resurrection pp130-139.
  

  
    9. Miracles – my distinction between supernatural v. co-natural miracles pp144-148, 130-139.
  

  
    10. Divinity of Jesus – like God or the same as God? pp84-87.
  

  
    11. Titles – research into Messiah, Son of God, Son of Man pp90-93.
  

  
    12. History of the Temple, sacrifices, Passover pp94-95, 98-99, 110-113, 118-119, 170-171.
  

  
    13. Atonement & judgement penalties, not penal substitution pp30-33, 108-109, 114-117, 124-128, 208-210.
  

  
    14. Scriptures – dates and canon; Synoptics v. John pp158-168; how to read the Bible pp18, 55-56, 144-148, 158-163.
  

  
    15. Christian Living problems – doubting faith pp172-173; difficulties with prayer pp178-187; forgiveness (five conditions before offenders might earn forgiveness from victims pp190-193); church networking pp174-175; baptism pp170-171.
  

  
    16. Marriage – why it is the ideal; alternative partnerships, same-sex attractions, sexual freedom, medical ethics pp 57-59,98-101, 42-43, 48, 83.
  


  MY CREED

  
    
      I believe in God, the Father of all,

      who began and upholds a universe

      that makes itself through evolving processes.

      God is Love, granting to creation a freedom

      that restricts his power.

      

    

    
      Through his Son Jesus
    

    
      this self-giving God rescued us and
    

    
      showed us what he is like:

      loving in life and death;

      sharing our pain;

      suffering the consequences of our sin;

      offering forgiveness.

      

    

    
      Jesus died for us but was raised by God

      and now lives with us through his Spirit

      to build God’s kingdom of unselfish love

      and lead us, as our judge and Saviour,

      to eternity with him.

      

    

  

  
    My 100-word creed, composed in 1999, was not written to replace the Nicene Creed that was accepted at the Council of Chalcedon 451 AD, and possibly at Constantinople in 381 AD. I wrote it for school leavers and parents as a summary of their years in chapel, given with their Gideons' New Testament. The Nicene and Apostles’ Creeds omit two subjects that I could only hint at in my 100 words: why suffering is unavoidable in God’s universe, and why Jesus can rightly be called our Saviour.
  

  This creed forms the spine of the book, backed up by plentiful biblical references. But, as I said in the Introduction, your first reading does not need a Bible because my book has enough biblical quotations.


  GOD AND CREATION

  
    Does God exist and what does he do?
  

  
    [image: Image]
  


  PROBLEM: How can I define God?

  INFINITE

  
    A heavenly being he is not,

    if just one finite object like

    the others met in space and time.

    

  

  
    No superhuman on a throne –

    incredible to us today

    all concepts of a God so small.

    

  

  
    Unlimited existence, 'He',

    who’s gender-free yet personal,

    eternal Being, underived.

    

  

  
    Supreme in value, Love complete,

    external and yet everywhere,

    reality that’s ultimate.

    

  

  
    Creative Spirit, energy

    The Father-Mother, source of all,

    One Holy Lord, unique “I am”.

  

  COMMENTARY ON “INFINITE”:

  If the Infinite were not boundless, beyond the limits of any definition, he would not be God, so my poem is sure to fail! The Infinite is “beyond all telling”, Ps. 147:5, “beyond measure” NRSV, the only time in the Bible where “infinity” relates to God. So all that I can do is offer a glimpse of God, an inkling.

  God is the One who gives an underlying unity to the universe. This unifying 'force' behind everything is not impersonal energy but a personal God we can relate to – as I to Thou, not as I to it. Whereas God is not a male or female person, Jesus was a real male and spoke of God as “spirit” and as his Father but feminine imagery enriches ideas about God eg. Isa. 49:15 ; Hos. 11:1-4; John 4:24.

  As I am writing for Christians and atheists, I could have started with ‘Is there a God?’. Instead, I answer that gradually, in what I call ‘God clues’ in “Providence” (p30), “Sinatra” (p28), “Special” (p34), “Astronomy” (p44), “Resurrection puzzle” (p130), “Revolution” (p140), “Security” (p196).

  Why did our ancestors become religious? Perhaps there were five reasons:

  
    1. Fear of the unknown natural world whose forces they needed to control and please to get food and stay alive.
  

  
    2. Curiosity, a wish to explain their lives and discover a meaning through religion.
  

  
    3. Awe and wonder at what might be beyond, a higher power (numinous) behind the sublime beauty of the world.
  

  
    4. Ought, an intuition of how humans should live. Humans discovered a moral law within them that they approved – and also disliked for creating a sense of guilt.
  

  
    5. Gratitude, though ingratitude might have been a more logical response to their savage existence. Yet they imagined that fear, meaning, awe and ought came from goodness, an unseen reality worthy of thanks and worship.
  

  The history of religion provides a choice of three sorts of God, widespread, distant, or personal. First, it was widespread in Greek, Roman, and Egyptian polytheism, with a long list of gods (of war, love, wine, sea, etc.) to be worshipped along with rivers, trees and animals. Pantheism simplified this by seeing divinity everywhere, so everything is God (Gk pan = everything). The belief that God and the universe are ultimately identical is a characteristic feature of Hinduism and certain schools of Buddhism. Humans can make contact with the divine force within them and nature but pantheism offers no personal source of transforming forgiveness. Furthermore, if God and our world are one and the same, all is sacred including unwanted viruses, head lice (ectoparasites), cancers, and human evil.

  Deism offers a second, distant God who is the original author, “source of all”. This uncaused cause has since played no part in our world, leaving us alone, so prayer is useless. Deism is plausible to those scientists who wish to retain a noninterventionist God whom they find unnecessary to explain the purely natural process of stellar and biological evolution.

  Theism is the third, personal God, and it agrees with deism that God is different from and external to his creation. He is Being, the source of beings and all matter. Theism has a busy God, who as the first cause of the universe is continuously occupied as its present upholder or sustainer, Ps. 104; Heb. 2:10, 3:4, 11:1-3; Acts 17:27-28; Col. 1:17; Rev. 4:11. Deism has an Unmoved Mover of the Big Bang, but theism has One who is moved to be merciful to his creatures. So this God is paradoxically both distant and close – beyond us (transcendent), while near (immanent) – expressed in my theistic poem as “external and yet everywhere”, Ps. 139:7-12. “External” would be rejected by pantheists but accepted by panentheism (everything in God).

  Judaism, Christianity and Islam all agree on theism and “One Holy Lord”. This Holy Being sets ethical standards through conscience and an ‘ought’, Deut. 6:4 ; Lev. 19:2; Isa. 6:3; Mark 12:32; “Ethics” (pp54-74). Yet he comes near: “I dwell...with him who is broken and humble in spirit”, Isa. 57:15. To Moses he reveals his name, “I AM that I am”, a Hebrew way of conveying God’s incomparable mystery, Ex. 3:14, 15:11, 34:6; 1 Sam. 3:9; 1 Kgs 19:11-14; Isa. 40:18; Job 11:7.

  Though monotheism unites Jews, Christians and Muslims, they disagree on what this third personal God does. But Christians too have different models of God. When someone says “I don’t believe in God” I sometimes ask “Tell me what sort of God you don’t believe in, as I may be with you”. If religious people have a “God so small” – as my poem puts it – it is an easy target for Dawkins to shoot down. His shallow caricature of God is dead but the real, subtle God escapes.

  To some extent humans invent God in their own image but that does not prove that God exists only in our imagination. An absence of evidence is not evidence of absence. An atheist cannot prove a negative, that God does not exist.

  We cannot see the reality of the universe as it is now, only as it was, because the light from stars has taken millions of years to reach us. Similarly, we cannot view God as he truly is, only – as Eastern Orthodox Christians stress – by what he does. We get a glimpse of him supremely in Jesus, the most dramatic connection between heaven and Earth. Even so, God’s objective reality cannot be proved true or false. Yet I hope to show that his existence is a reasonable hypothesis on which to build one’s life. Atheism is advocated as the belief for adults, discarding God as a childhood fairy story or superstition. Perhaps the reverse is true: atheism may be a less sophisticated short-cut than a mature idea of God.

  To find out, I shall partly use the method of natural theology to reason bottom up not top down, as we examine the natural world, human experience, and scriptural evidence, Rom. 1:19-20. I conclude that reason and faith are not at war but are complementary explanations of reality that includes rationality, beauty, goodness and creativity as four of God’s possible fingerprints.

  My book’s two major themes are the problem of suffering and God’s character and role in our world. “God saw” (p46) summarises the first problem. The second is of special interest to “Infinite” (p22), “Lowering” (p80) and “Ethics” (pp54-74). Instead of a battle between rival powers of good and evil (dualism), monism is truer to the natural world, which is a coherent whole, with its one stuff of matter/energy, not a body-mind split.


  PROBLEM: Is creation predetermined by its Creator from start to finish or is there a degree of exploration and running repairs?

  MICHELANGELO

  
    God is the great Discoverer,
  

  
    Of where creation leads,
  

  
    With countless possibilities
  

  
    To reach his chosen goal.

    

  

  
    Between Creator and what’s made
  

  
    A finger gap exists –
  

  
    By definition something else,
  

  
    With space to be itself.

    

  

  
    So evil is no alien power,
  

  
    In matter there’s no fault,
  

  
    Life’s simply ‘other’ than its source –
  

  
    And there the problem lies.

    

  

  
    Behind whatever comes-to-be
  

  
    The one Inventive God,
  

  
    Empowering all evolving things,
  

  
    Brings consciousness to birth.

    

  

  
    He does not will life’s tragedies,
  

  
    Nor sanction, nor permit –
  

  
    They fall upon him as the cost
  

  
    Of Love that makes things free.

    

  

  COMMENTARY ON “MICHELANGELO”:

  
    The opening and closing of Genesis and Revelation are usually seen as God’s planned start and end, making him the controlling designer and watchmaker. If that means God wills and guides the whole, and knows the precise route and its outcome, good and evil are part of his permitted plan for which he is ultimately responsible. Some texts support that view but the general idea is that God created not evil but the possibility of evil, Isa. 45.7; Ex. 4:11; Ps. 40:5; Amos 3:6; Lam. 3:33-38.
  

  A detailed plan from beginning to end would grant no freedom to anything. The God of deism starts the ball rolling but he is not free to alter its course.

  If, however, God took the risk of endowing all matter in our expanding universe with the freedom to be and become, exploration, misadventure, and waste are introduced. So though God is still finally responsible, his role becomes more complex. In the continuing process of creation and recreation he is not only the inventor and repairer, he is also the undertaker and midwife engaged in the cremation and birth of stars and species. We are inside not a closed and clockwork universe but one that is mysteriously open. The quantum world and chaos theory give us probabilities not certainties, for particles pop in and out of existence all the time, so to some scientists, a hands-on God, working with his creation, is a gambler playing dice.

  If the universe existed by chance, it would be pointless, but a loving Creator, genuinely open to the future, gives it purpose, seeking to influence everything towards greater potential, along unmapped routes, to reach his goal of Good.

  Michelangelo’s fresco painting in the Sistine Chapel has a finger gap between the Creator’s outstretched arm and his creature, man. Genesis surpasses other Middle Eastern creation stories with One who made nothing into something, in natural order, Isa. 45:18; Heb. 11:3; Jer. 18; cf. Gen. 1: 26-27 and 2:7-23.
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