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  Preview


  






  For thousands of years we have tried to study, interpret and teach ourselves about Nature from our own point of view, through the lenses of our telescopes, microscopes and binocular eyesight directed outwards. We see a rigidly framed objective picture ‘out there’ that does not include ourselves yet upon which we project our own image and psychology. This one-way view has brought us into profound conflict with our natural origins and one another. ‘NaturesScope’ evokes a different view, from Nature, which brings human beings and the world into empathic mutual relationship. It assists us in enquiring imaginatively and creatively into how to turn the narrowed-down objective worldview around and see ourselves and our world through nature’s fluid lens of mutual inclusion. People who have experienced this view of natural inclusion have found it a source of profound inspiration.
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  Author’s Preface


  






  On the morning of Tuesday 30th June, 2009, I had a strong sense of history, both in the making and in the breaking, as I prepared to give a talk on ‘Fungus-Tree Relationships’ in the very place where Darwin & Wallace’s paper on the ‘Origin of Species’ was first presented. My anxiety was not dispelled when recent President of the Linnaean Society, Professor David Cutler, warned all speakers that Darwin’s eyes would be following them, from his enormous portrait on the wall! I addressed Darwin’s portrait and expressed my delight in his insight, as a naturalist, into the evolutionary kinship of all life, but my dismay in his rationalistic explanation of this kinship as a consequence of ‘natural selection, or the preservation of favoured races in the struggle for life’.




  For I knew that the key message I wished to get across was that we need to move on from the Darwin-inspired habit of thinking about trees, fungi and indeed all life forms as if they are self-centred objects, subject to the selective influence of external force. If we want to evolve more sensitive and sensible ways of working with them, we need to consider the dynamic context of the complex, variable, fluid neighbourhoods they truly and naturally inhabit. I also knew that practitioners who work with real life are intuitively already all too aware of this truth, yet may find it difficult to be explicit about as they struggle with standardized rules, regulations and formulae imposed by a rationalistic mindset fearful of uncertainty.




  How had I come to find myself in this situation?




  I have been working on the development of a way of explaining evolution that doesn’t suffer from the inconsistencies, paradoxes and adverse social, psychological and environmental implications of natural selection theory. I have called this new explanation ‘natural inclusion’. Briefly, ‘natural inclusion’ can be described as ‘the co-creative transformation of all through all in receptive space’.




  I was alerted to the problems of natural selection theory–arising from the fact that the logic of ‘selection’ isn’t actually ‘natural’ – by my many years of research on fungi and trees. I found that it wasn’t possible adequately to understand the variable dynamic relationships and patterns of development of these organisms by regarding them as if they are self-centred objects. Moreover, to do so may result in damaging instead of beneficial methods of managing trees and their cultivation, which neglect the ecological context in which they thrive – for example by growing trees in adverse soils and locations, intolerance of risk, and pruning and felling them inaptly or unnecessarily. It makes more sense to think of trees and fungi – and indeed all organisms – as naturally variable neighbourhoods or flow-forms, whose development and interrelationships are sensitively dependent on their environmental situation. Experienced practitioners are often more intuitively aware of this situation than theorists who attempt to formulate standard codes of practice.




  During the 1990s I gradually realized that these problems weren’t confined to understanding trees and fungi but extended to how we human beings have mostly come to study, interpret and educate ourselves about the natural world and our place in it, based on a rationalistic, ‘whole way of thinking’ that promotes profound intolerance and conflict. This rationalistic thinking is founded in the supposition – deeply embedded in orthodox mathematics, science, governance and theology – that matter can be isolated from space. There is neither any evidence for this supposition, nor does it make consistent sense of our experience. But the damaging effect that it has is to compel us to draw an imaginary hard line or ‘discontinuity’ between our individual ‘selves’ and our natural neighbourhood. This imaginary hard line is at the root of conflict between all kinds of intolerant fundamentalist ideologies as well as a source of great difficulty in predicting and relating to environmental change.




  Partly as a result of this realization, I stopped actively researching fungal and tree biology in 1999 and started to research in an interdisciplinary way with any artists, mathematicians, natural scientists, engineers, sociologists, therapists, theologians, philosophers, educators, former drug addicts, managers, organizations – and most especially Bath University undergraduates – I could find who shared my view that we have been teaching ourselves to think in a way that is socially, environmentally and psychologically damaging. This research led to the development of a new ecological and evolutionary understanding of natural energy flow called ‘inclusionality’, from which the concept of ‘natural inclusion’ arose. Inclusionality is the understanding of all natural form as flow-form – an energetic configuration of space in figure and figure in space, such that space, as a receptive (non-resistive) presence, is not assumed to be discontinuous (i.e. to stop at discrete boundary limits). Unlike rationalistic thinking, inclusionality therefore does not assume or impose completion at any scale of natural organisation and so is a source of deep tolerance and love of natural variety.




  I am continuing to research the implications of inclusionality, and how most effectively to communicate this understanding to a wider community, along as many avenues and with as many like-minded people as I can. I include art, poetry and a new kind of mathematics, as well as scientific observation and inference in my approach.




  I want this book to be a source of interest and pleasure for anyone who cares about our human place in the natural world. My aim is to provide an opening for imagination and reflection, not a scholarly course of instruction. I can only explicate my perceptions and reasoning for opening the door into natural inclusionality in my personally unique way, using whatever means I have available to me, and invite others across the threshold if they wish. I have therefore drawn together a variety of essays, poems, paintings and accounts from previous works, many of which can be found via the Internet, and laced these together with some new writing to reveal what I hope will be a rich and exciting yet ultimately coherent unfolding of the meaning of natural inclusion. This cannot, therefore, be a straightforward account from beginning to conclusion, but more like a river for the reader to navigate in much the same way that a canoeist might, from upper reaches to sea. There will be rapids and shallows, meanders and deep pools, iterations and re-iterations, complex entanglements and smooth passages.




  Alan Rayner




  Contents Summary


  






  I have organized this book in an unusual way, which I hope will help to invite the more imaginative kind of thinking that I think is necessary to appreciate the source of human empathy and creativity in natural creativity. It is only by exercising our extraordinary human imagination that I believe it is possible to liberate ourselves from the oppressive unnatural confinements of oppositional logic that can lead us, like Charles Darwin, to regard life as a competitive ‘struggle for existence’ in which ‘only the fittest survive’. Most especially, we need to be able to imagine how it feels to be in the place of another – an ability called empathy, which is the deep source of human compassion and creativity. But to be truly liberating this imagination needs also to be tempered and disciplined by realistic considerations of what is consistent with evidence and what makes consistent sense. In other words, we need to combine the analytical and linguistic linear-processing capabilities of the left hemisphere of our human brains with the intuitive, pictorial, parallel-processing capabilities of the right hemisphere. We need to combine Science and the Humanities, not drive them into the apartheid between ‘Two Cultures’ famously diagnosed by C.P. Snow.




  I have therefore populated the book with examples of exercising my own imagination in the form of poetry, prose and painting, as well as carefully argued text. I am not trying to ‘show off my talent’ – if anything, I feel rather embarrassed by its lack of erudition and exposure of my own mental blocks – but rather to tickle the reader’s imagination. Poetic expression especially strikes me as a way of bridging between the articulate and picturing mind in touch with our deepest feelings. Each of the following reflections therefore begins with one or more poems – or quote from a poet – relating to the theme in question. The examples of my own paintings are similarly used as a kind of ‘visual poetry’, neither completely abstract nor completely representational, to illustrate these themes in what I hope will be an evocative way. To reduce the cost of the book, they are printed in black and white. Original colour versions can be found at www.inclusionality.org and www.inclusional-research.org.




  0. Opening – The Need for Care




  An introduction to the core theme of the book and its psychological, social and environmental relevance




  1. What Happens When Ice Melts:




  The Need for a Global Warming of Human Thought




  A reflection upon how we have imposed a frozen frame of abstract logic upon nature, how this leads us to lose sight of the primary inducer of fluid movement and co-creativity and how our current fears of human-caused climate change could both hinder and help us to melt this frame into a more empathic understanding of human nature within nature.




  2. Loving Our Natural Neighbourhood as Self




  A consideration of the benefits of logically and mathematically transfiguring our perception of ‘self-identity’ from discrete automatons at odds with nature to distinct natural inclusions with local, figural and non-local spatial aspects.




  3. The Meaning of Natural Variety




  An exposition of the evolutionary origins and significance of natural variety and why a mechanism of selective favouritism cannot sustain or generate it.




  4. Fluidity as Tolerance




  An appreciation of fluid tolerance as vital to evolutionary creativity, not just as an aid to putting up with difference.




  5. Creativity at Heart




  An account of the deep origins of human creativity within natural creativity.




  0. Opening – The Need for Care


  






  Creative Intention




  My intention in this opening reflection is to begin to uncover the core theme of this book and show how and why an appreciation of natural creativity requires an attitude of mind that is careful, both in being respectful and compassionate towards what might otherwise seem to be opposing points of view. The opening poem alludes to an actual human condition called ‘unilateral neglect’ which follows damage to one brain hemisphere or other (most usually the right hemisphere) and results in inattention to one half of the visual field (the left half, if the right hemisphere is damaged). In a similar kind of way, the predomination of analytical over intuitive thought, or vice versa, may involve inattention to or lack of communication with what the other half is offering. The second poem relates to a mental condition, called ‘Achilles Syndrome’, in which the creative giftedness, sensitivity and compassion that are sourced in accepting human vulnerability can become transformed into a morbid and paralyzing fear of failure.




  

    Neglect




    At last I know


    What’s been wrong for me


    That absence of care


    Which leaves you wondering where you are
As the wind howls
Through broken windows to your soul
Framing a derelict construction
In the backyard of inattention




    At last I know


    What’s been wrong for us


    That plain-speaking nonsense


    Which leaves out what’s within us


    As the mind growls


    Against the disruption of its face


    Painted on the wall that stands


    In the foreground of rejection




    Where two sides can never meet


    Each seeking the other’s complete defeat
In hollow victory
Where wind howls


    As mind growls


    Against the dying of the light




    Until, at last, a loophole’s found


    Where lonely figure finds its place
In ground
Where deserted ground extends its space
Through figure
Each finding life


    In the care of the other


    Where what’s good for the life and love of both
Is good for the life and love of each
Despite appearances that seem to teach
The need to preserve against the other’s reach




    Achilles Heal




    A gap breathed space


    Into the fortress


    Of a soul walled in


    By dreaming of Absolute security


    In its individual completeness




    Elevated above some baseline standard
Of soles firmly planted


    At odds with one as another


    In foundations of quicksand


    Set fast in cement




    How quickly this dreaming


    Would fade


    In less than a lifeline


    Of certain anchorage




    When doubt made its fearful question
Of presence felt
In a blow below the belt


    That crippled unbending fixture


    Into sharply wrought relief




    Curved into some new and ancient


    Awareness


    Where no One could still compete


    When stilled by its own completeness
Of idolized concrete




    Inviolate to all but its own violation
Of unfelt presence
So deeply disconcerted


    By no sense of nonsense


    In the absence of its motherhood




    Through which to find communion


    From sole to soul


    Unblockaded


    By proud pretension




    A humility restored


    To Faith in individual failure


    As sure and omnipresent sign


    Of love in human nature




    Opening all ways


    To unending Recreation


    In the very Shadow of Tragedy


    The Community Play of Foolish Genius




    Beyond restrictive lessons


    In Schools of Guilty Thought


    That burden the bleating Heart


    With endless ways to blame and shame
By reserving the right for One Alone
To claim superiority


  




  Closure




  All the signs are that thousands of years of abstract thought have led modern human cultures to become neglectful to the point where we no longer know how or why to care for one another and the natural world. Somehow, many of us have managed to convince ourselves that our human self-interest differs from the interests of our natural neighbourhood. At the core of this conviction is the fallacy that we can draw a hard line – an absolute discontinuity – between what is inside and what is outside any form or figure, which defines it as an independent ‘subject’ or ‘object’ with its own centre. No sooner is this hard line drawn, then all the familiar trappings of human trouble and strife that are embedded in the divisive logical foundations of orthodox mathematics and theology, objective science and hierarchical governance become reinforced. We get drawn into opposing: black against white, left against right, darkness against light, life against death, mind against matter, human against non-human, one against many, positive against negative, material against immaterial, love against hate, right against wrong, truth against falsehood, good against evil, matter against anti-matter, ego against Shadow, individual against collective, male against female, nature against nurture, holism against reductionism etc. We allow no room for resolution of the conflict in their midst. We take sides, each regarding the other as its enemy and declare ‘you’re either with me or against me’. And when we tire of the bipolar war between different worlds, we seek not to appreciate how they all contribute to the vitality of a rich and heterogeneous nature, but how to merge them seamlessly together in a unified ‘Whole’ of no difference, no boundary save the one that somehow paradoxically defines it as a closed entity in its own right.




  Somewhere absolutely vital gets omitted from our consideration when we define one thing as not another thing through the ancient Greek ‘Law of the Excluded Middle’. This is somewhere that we need to take immense care not to overlook, if we are not to fall into the trap that leads us not to care for one another and the natural world that sustains and brings us to life. We are prone to overlook it because, as terrestrial, omnivorous, bipedal apes unable to digest plant cellulose but equipped with binocular vision and opposable thumbs that enable us to catch and grasp, we are predisposed to view the geometry of our natural neighbourhood in an overly definitive way. We see ‘boundaries’ as the limits of definable ‘objects’ and ‘space’ as ‘nothing’ – a gap or absence outside and between these objects. This impression gets reinforced by the inhibitory influence of our frontal brain lobes and the contrast between our verbally articulate, linear-processing left and inarticulate, parallel-processing right cerebral hemispheres. Only if we are somehow to ‘marry’ our focused forward vision with our all-round intuitive comprehension of where we are in the world, through opening the communication channel (ostensibly, the ‘corpus callosum’ between brain hemispheres) may we be able poetically to override this impression and gain the deeper evolutionary understanding that this book seeks to reveal.




  Openness




  This vital presence that we need to become aware of by opening our minds to its creative possibilities is literally everywhere, in front of our noses and up our nostrils. We are prone to overlook or obscure it by regarding it as nothing, an immaterial, physical absence. But in reality it is nothing less than the limitless physical presence of space as receptive openness within, around and throughout the variably viscous natural flow-forms – the energetic configurations of space in figure and figure in space – that inhabit the cosmos, including ourselves. Once aware of this receptive presence we recognize the impossibility of defining or measuring anything in absolute numerical terms anywhere, because all form has both a ‘figural’, energetic inner-outer interfacing or dynamic boundary, which makes it distinct, and a ‘transfigural’ – ‘through the figure’ – spatial reach that cannot be sliced or limited. The transfigural space throughout and beyond the figure pools it within the co-creative, influential neighbourhood of all others. Without it, figures become lifeless and loveless, stone-cold bodies, integral or fractional numbers and idealized geometric points, lines and solids. It is what has gone missing from our abstract perceptions of nature in terms of objective or subjective ‘parts’ and ‘wholes’. Its return brings our conception of figures back to life and love in the naturally creative evolutionary dance of figural and transfigural presences in each other’s inseparable company and mutual influence. We escape the confinement and inconsistencies of the definitive fixed boundary logic of ‘one opposed to other’ that has held our imagination to ransom for millennia, and move on to a more natural form of reasoning in the fluid boundary logic or fluid transfigural logic (see later) of each in the other’s mutual influence.




  As William Wordsworth recognized almost 200 years ago, ‘in nature everything is distinct, yet nothing defined into absolute, independent singleness’. The discrete (completely definable) abstract numerical units of conventional mathematics and assumed to exist by every objectivist science theory – including Darwin’s adversarial notion of ‘natural selection, or the preservation of favoured races in the struggle for life’ – cannot and do not exist in the variably fluid cosmos we actually inhabit. Evolution cannot proceed through the paradoxical imposition of external, selectively judgemental force upon singular subject-objects. Evolution can only proceed through natural inclusion – the co-creative, fluid dynamic transformation of all through all in receptive spatial context.




  Through the natural inclusionality of understanding all natural form as flow form, an energetic configuration of space in figure and figure in space, we can transform the divisive abstract rationality that teaches us not to care by attempting to preserve our individual selves against infinite odds. We can recognize the needless and tragic implications of Hamlet’s rationalization:




  

    To be or not to be, that is the question: whether ‘tis nobler in the mind to suffer the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, or to take arms against a sea of troubles, and by opposing end them?


  




  And find truth instead in:




  

    Space – Your Final Dissolution




    I am your final dissolution


    The nurturer of your nature


    That soothes and softens


    As we live and breathe together




    No gas-tight chamber doors


    Designed to wall in


    Or wall out your fears of devastation


    Can exterminate me




    You cannot live without me


    You cannot die without me


    I cannot find expression without you


    You live in the breath of my inspiration


    You die in the breath of my expiration


    You die as you live


    You live as you die


    With me


    Within and without




    So, if you try to close me in


    Or close me out


    In your Manly human quest for Godly immortality


    I cannot love you as you stir within my womb




    I cannot assist you


    I can only watch, impassively by


    As you use me to destroy


    Yourself




    Or suffocate in the stasis


    Of a never-ending, never-opening


    Paralysis


    That’s no life for any one of us


    Alone




    So, please, bear with me


    As I am alongside and within you


    Take me in as I take you out


    Certain only of the uncertainty


    That recreates a rich and vibrant world


    I am what life and death is all about




    Rising and subsiding


    In ever-flowing form


    Living Light and Loving Darkness


    Together


  




  And:




  

    Continual Re-Creation




    Deep in the heart of everywhere


    Resides the receptive space of somewhere


    That yearns to bear her offspring


    Pulsing with life’s rhythms


    From what she has drawn from beyond


    Into where she generates from within


    Her swirling cup


    Of darkness in light surface


    And light in deep darkness


    That welcomes the spirit of masculine


    Into the soul of feminine


    And guides him on through


    The confined fields of Eros


    To that infinite expanse


    Of open Agape


    Only to return


    Again and again


    To creating together


    In primordial womb


    The one and the many


    Those worlds without end


    In a world without end


    No end


  




  And:




  

    Holding Openness




    You ask me who you are


    To tell a story you can live your life by


    A tail that has some point


    That you can see


    So that you no longer


    Have to feel so pointless


    Because what you see is what you get


    If you don’t get the meaning of my silence


    Because you ain’t seen nothing yet




    You ask me for illumination


    To cast upon your sauce of doubt


    Regarding what your life is all about


    To find a reason for existence


    That separates the wrong


    From righteous answer


    In order to cast absence out


    To some blue yonder


    Where what you see is what you get


    But you don’t get the meaning of my darkness
Because you ain’t seen nothing yet




    You look around the desolation


    Of a world your mined strips bare


    You ask of me in desperation


    How on Earth am I to care?


    I whisper to stop telling stories


    In abstract words and symbols


    About a solid block of land out there
In which you make yourself a declaration
Of independence from thin air
Where what you see is what you get


    When you don’t get the meaning of my present absence
Because you ain’t seen nothing yet




    You ask of me with painful yearning
To resolve your conflicts born of dislocation
From the context of an other world out where
Your soul can wonder freely
In the presence of no heir


    Where what you see is what you get


    When you don’t get the meaning of my absent presence
Because you ain’t seen nothing yet




    You ask me deeply and sincerely


    Where on Earth can you find healing
Of the yawning gap between emotion
And the logic setting time apart from motion
In a space caught in a trap
Where what you see is what you get



OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_003.png
List of Images

‘Holding Openness’
‘Vernal Illuminations’
‘Bowled Over’

‘Figures of Space’
‘Fountains of the Forest’
‘Channel No. 5

‘How Compassion Fruits’
‘Flow and Counterflow”
‘Recreations’

‘Arid Confrontation’
‘Fungal Foraging’

‘Road Sign in Bali’
‘Willowy Bridge’
‘Honeysuckle Sharing Circle’
‘I'm Migration’

‘Loving Error’

‘The Hole in the Mole’
‘Opening Endings’





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
NaturesScope

ALAN RAYNER





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_002.png
e





