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  A


  STAR PRODUCER




  AMERICA FELL IN LOVE WITH UGLY BETTY. Millions of TV viewers tuned in each week to watch the hit comedy on ABC. To Salma Hayek, co-executive producer of the show, Ugly Betty was a dream come true. The show changed attitudes about Latin-American actresses and proved brains triumph over beauty. Salma’s hard work and determination had paid off.




  Creating Ugly Betty fulfilled many of Salma’s goals as a Mexican producer and actress. The series is an adaptation of the Colombian telenovela Betty la fea, (Betty the Ugly One), that has been rewritten into a New York City setting. The show tells the story of Betty Suarez, an unfashionable woman working for a fashion magazine. A Mexican woman, Betty struggles to succeed in a world prejudiced against her because of her race, culture, and looks. Salma related to the fictional character. In real life, she faced racism as a Latin-American woman. Like Betty, she tackled obstacles and succeeded where others had not. Salma explained,
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  Salma Hayek (right), co-executive producer of ABC’s hit series Ugly Betty, appears in a scene with the show’s star, America Ferrara. Ugly Betty was adapted from a Colombian show and has a Latino star and story line. The show’s success was a triumph for Salma, capping years of hard work and determination.




  “What I love about Betty is that she is a fighter, she has a sense of humor about herself, and she’s more confident than anyone else around her. And in a country like ours, the U.S., which is so image-oriented, I wanted to see a show like that on television. I wanted to have a character that was just normal looking, or maybe even pretty, but to the standards only of this country, not of the fashion industry that thinks she’s ugly just because she’s not skinny and tall. The name is actually sarcastic.”




  

    America Loves America




    Thick glasses. Bushy eyebrows. Mousy brown wig. Actress America Ferrara puts on her costume to become Betty Suarez. Like Salma, America Ferrara is a Latin-American ac tress. Her parents are from Honduras, although she grew up in California. She also had difficulty finding roles because of racism.




    “I’m sure, like me, everyone told her, ‘You’ll never make it,’” Salma said. America Ferrara kept trying. Before Ugly Betty, she appeared in commercials and in the movie The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants.




    America Ferrara believes Ugly Betty is important because it portrays Mexican-American families differently. “They’re not hitting piñatas every weekend,” she said. Her character is a good role model too. She said, “When Betty does fail, she gets up and does it again, trying harder.”


  




  FAME AND FORTUNE




  Emmy Awards, Golden Globes, and Academy Awards, or Oscars, are among the most prestigious awards an actress can win. In 2002, Salma became the first Mexican actress nominated for an Academy Award for Best Actress for her role in Frida. Her show Ugly Betty later captured three Emmys and two Golden Globes. It also won four American Latino Media Arts (ALMA) Awards, recognizing Salma’s important contributions to the Hispanic community.




  In the past 20 years, Salma has starred in more than 30 movies. She has appeared in dramas, comedies, thrillers, and action movies. Salma likes to play tough characters. Her roles on the big screen and on TV have included a vampire, an artist, a jewel thief, and a bearded lady in a circus.




  Unlike many actresses, Salma has the skill to act, direct, and produce successful movies and TV shows. She is able to encourage new Latin-American actresses and provide them with opportunities. She also can create the stories she wants to tell, showing pride in her cultural background. Salma notes:
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  Salma presents an award at the 2007 Golden Globe Awards. That was a landmark night for Latinos because Ugly Betty won two awards: Best Comedy and Best TV Comedy Actress for America Ferrara. As a producer and director, Salma has broken stereotypes; Latin-American actresses have more opportunities in films and TV.




  “If Hollywood won’t give me the parts I want, I’m at the place where I can supply them for myself. Because I do believe in myself—even if they don’t.”




  Salma’s talent has earned her millions of dollars. She has appeared on popular TV talk shows and been featured in magazines, newspapers, and advertisements around the world. On the Internet, fans follow her career and personal life. They rush to see her latest movies. Despite her fame and fortune, Salma focuses on acting and making a difference in the world.
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  Salma’s beauty was sometimes as much of an obstacle as her ethnic background when she was starting out as an actress. Through hard work and determination she has proved that as a Mexican actresses, she can handle any role, and produce and direct as well.




  BREAKING DOWN BARRIERS




  Salma has overcome many obstacles in her career when her race, heritage, and beauty often worked against her. In Hollywood, she often didn’t receive parts because of racial discrimination and stereotypes about Mexican people. She said,




  “People in this town know Mexicans only as maids. And they don’t hesitate to tell you that when you’re making a movie. I remember going to audition for a sci-fi film and the studio being aghast at the idea of a Mexican in space. One casting director even told me I should take advantage of my Middle-Eastern sounding name and pretend I was Lebanese.”




  Salma also had trouble getting serious roles because of her looks. Directors decided she was too beautiful to play difficult characters. These obstacles only fueled her desire to succeed. Her years of hard work and determination helped her become the most powerful Mexican actress in Hollywood. Salma has always followed her dreams, doing all she can to bring them to life:
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