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May 2, 2023


Hello! Welcome to GRE® All the Verbal.


I hope this book provides just the guidance you need to get the most out of your GRE studies. If you have any questions or feedback, please do not hesitate to contact us at gre@manhattanprep.com or 212-721-7400. Also: We try to keep all of our books free of errors, but if you think we’ve goofed, please visit manhattanprep.com/GRE/errata.


All of our Manhattan Prep books are based on the continuing experiences of both our instructors and our students. The primary vision for this edition of the book was developed by Chris Gentry and Whitney Garner. The primary authors of this edition of the book were Manhattan Prep instructors Chris Gentry and Ryan Starr, and the primary editors were Whitney Garner and Logan Smeallie. Project management, design, and quality assurance were led by Deepika Devan, Mario Gambino, Marie Gugnishev, and Helen Tan.


Finally, we are indebted to all of the Manhattan Prep students who have given us excellent feedback over the years. This book wouldn’t be half of what it is without their voice.


And now that you are one of our students too, please chime in! I look forward to hearing from you. Thanks again and best of luck preparing for the GRE!
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Introduction


Your GRE Journey


We know that you’re looking to succeed on the GRE so that you can go to graduate school and do the things you want to do in life. We also know that you’re not frequently taking standardized tests asking you to answer multiple choice questions after reading long passages of text you’re not interested in (or at least not recently). 


In order to succeed, you will need to get (back) into an academic mindset, reading dense material, confronting difficult vocabulary, and answering analytical questions, all within short time limits. In other words, it’s going to take hard work on your part to get a top GRE score. That’s why we’ve put together this set of books that will take you from the basics all the way up to the material you need to master for a near-perfect score (or whatever your goal score may be). 


In this chapter, you will learn the format of the test, with more information specific to question formats in the Verbal section of the test. You’ll also see study planning advice to help you place elements of this book (and possibly the class syllabus) into a context more relevant to your personal needs. 


You’ve taken the first step. Now it’s time to get to work!


The GRE Exam


Exam Structure


The GRE has six scored sections. You will get a 10-minute break between the third and fourth sections and a 1-minute break between the other sections. The Analytical Writing section, also known as the Essay section, is always first. 


The remaining sections can be seen in any order and will include:




	Two Verbal Reasoning sections, each of which has 20 problems to answer in 30 minutes


	Two Quantitative Reasoning (Math) sections, each of which has 20 problems to answer in 35 minutes


	Either an unscored section or a research section (or both or neither. . .more on this in a bit)

























	Section #

	Section Type

	# Problems

	Time

	Scored?






	

1




	

Essay




	

2 essays




	

30 minutes each




	

Yes









	

2




	

Math or Verbal




	

Approx. 20




	

30–35 minutes




	

Maybe









	

3




	

Math or Verbal




	

Approx. 20




	

30–35 minutes




	

Maybe









	10-Minute Break






	

4




	

Math or Verbal




	

Approx. 20




	

30–35 minutes




	

Maybe









	

5




	

Math or Verbal




	

Approx. 20




	

35–35 minutes




	

Maybe









	

6




	

Math or Verbal




	

Approx. 20




	

30–35 minutes




	

Maybe









	

Last




	

Research Section




	

Varies




	

Varies




	

No












You will definitely have at least two Verbal and at least two Math sections. You may or may not have a third Verbal or a third Math section. These four or five sections can come in any order. For example, you could see:




	Math 1, Verbal 1, Math 2, Verbal 2, Math 3


	Verbal 1, Verbal 2, Math 1, Verbal 3, Math 2


	Math 1, Verbal 1, Verbal 2, Math 2 (no fifth section)





If you do see a total of three Verbal sections, then one of those sections won’t count towards your score—but you won’t know which one. Likewise, if you see a total of three Math sections, one of the three won’t count towards your score, but you won’t know which one. It is not necessarily the case that the first four multiple-choice sections will be the scored sections. As a result, complete all of the sections to the best of your ability.


At the end of the test, you may be asked to do a research section. If so, they will tell you in advance that this section is unscored and it will be the very last section you see.


Finally, it’s possible that you will not be given any unscored section at all. In this case, you will receive just four multiple-choice sections (two Math and two Verbal) and all four will count.


Navigating the Problems in a Section


The GRE offers you the ability to move freely around the problems in a single section. You can go forward and backward one-by-one and can even jump directly to any problem from the “review list” screen. You can also mark a problem for later review. The review list screen provides a snapshot of which problems you have answered, which ones you have marked, and which ones are incomplete. 


If you finish a section early, double-check the review list for completion. Do answer every problem—there’s no penalty for getting something wrong. You’ll get a chance to practice with the review list when you take practice exams.


The majority of GRE test-takers are pressed for time in at least some of the sections. You may find that you have time to go back to just one or two problems—or you may not have time to go back to any of them. With these points in mind, here’s what we recommend:




	In general, do the problems in the order in which they appear.


	When you encounter a pretty-hard-but-not-impossible problem, do your best to eliminate answer choices that you know are wrong. Then choose one of the remaining answers and keep going. (What you’ve just done is called “educated guessing”.)


	If it’s an impossible one, don’t try to eliminate answers first—just put in a random guess and move on.


	When you encounter an “I could do this but it’s going to take extra time” problem, put in a random guess for now but mark the problem for later review. Do this on a maximum of 3 problems in the section. (If it turns out that you don’t have time to get back to it, at least you’ve made a guess.)


	Aim to save at least a minute at the end of the section to review the review list. Scan down: Did you leave any problems blank? If so, click into them and put in a random guess.


	If you still have more time left, jump into one of your “marked for later” problems.





Avoid repeatedly clicking forward and backward through all of the problems, searching for “easy” ones. This will eat up valuable time. Instead, be disciplined about making the call to move on when you hit a problem that’s just too hard. (And how do you know that, quickly and confidently? Via your studies. Part of the value in prioritizing your studies as you go is knowing when you want to bail on a problem during the test.)


Getting good at navigating the test sections will take a lot of practice. Use the above advice on practice exams and when doing timed problem sets (even when you’re doing timed sets out of a book and not on a computer screen).


Off the Deep End: What GRE Verbal Can Look Like




The tokens given by the aristocrat, while nugatory, still served as a reminder that the power of the Crown continued to be held in some esteem even in such mercurial political times.





Welcome to the marvelous world of GRE Verbal, where you too will find forbiddingly dense and frustratingly constructed, sentences, paragraphs, and passages the norm rather than the exception. The GRE both works within and directly tests formal, sometimes nearly archaic, phrasings and structures to mimic the challenges of difficult academic writing. (And yes, the phrasing of those two sentences was deliberate. This is similar to the writing style used on the GRE.)


Hopefully, the above introduction serves as a demonstration that a need exists to “learn to read for the GRE.” Therefore, test takers need to follow a reading process that will address these challenges at the outset and build a study process that reinforces the necessary mental habits to implement that reading process.


Or, put in less GRE-ish terms, yes, you do actually want to study Verbal. It’s not a situation of “well, I’ll just try my best,” hoping that repetition of problems will make you better. There is a method to the madness, and that is why this book exists!


Why Is GRE Verbal So Challenging?


There are several specific, concrete reasons for why GRE Verbal is so challenging.




	The content is demanding. GRE Verbal questions focus on specific and often unfamiliar topics in sciences, social science, history, and other humanities (literature, art, music). You might be neither knowledgeable nor enthusiastic about these fields. 


	You have to read on the screen, which is physically stressful on the human eye.


	You have to read quickly, regardless of how dense the material is. Some verbal questions need to be answered in one minute; that is not a lot of time!


	You have to stay engaged, even if you do not feel you understand, or maybe even just don’t like, a sentence or passage. So even in those situations, you need strategies to continue to work productively through the section.





Thus, this book! The following sections will address specific Verbal question formats and timing guidelines.


Verbal Question Formats in Detail


The 20 questions in each Verbal section can be broken down by format as follows:




	Reading Comprehension questions (≈ 10)


	Text Completion questions (≈ 6)


	Sentence Equivalence questions (≈ 4)





Before going into these Verbal question types further, let’s go back to the beginning of the exam: the Analytical Writing section, also known as the Essay (although it’s really two essays).


The Essays


The Analytical Writing section consists of two separately timed 30-minute tasks: Analyze an Issue and Analyze an Argument. As you can imagine, the 30-minute time limit implies that you aren’t aiming to write an essay that would garner a Pulitzer Prize nomination but rather to complete the tasks adequately and according to the directions. Each essay is scored separately, but your reported essay score is the average of the two, rounded up to the next half-point increment on a 0–6 scale.


Issue Task: This essay prompt will present a claim, generally one that is vague enough to be interpreted in a variety of ways and discussed from numerous perspectives. Your job as a test-taker is to write a response discussing the extent to which you agree or disagree and support your position. Don’t sit on the fence—pick a side!


Argument Task: This essay prompt will be an argument comprised of both a claim (or claims) and evidence. Your job is to dispassionately discuss the argument’s structural flaws and merits (well, mostly the flaws). Don’t agree or disagree with the argument—simply evaluate its logic.


Check out the official GRE website (www.ets.org/gre) for example essay prompts and sample essays with scores.


Multiple-Choice Questions


In this book and in The Official Guide to the GRE® General Test, you will see letters at the beginning of the answer choices for multiple choice questions (A, B, C, and so on). When you’re taking a test on a computer, however, there will be no answer letters, just boxes or open bubbles that you will select with your mouse.


Although the real test won’t show letters on the screen, there’s an important reason why you want to imagine that there are letters there: As you solve problems, you’ll eliminate wrong answers before selecting the correct one—but you can’t cross off answers on the screen.


Write down A, B, C, D, E (or however many letters are needed for that problem) on your scratch paper to keep track of your answer-choice eliminations as you go. The answer letters shown in this book will help you get into the habit of doing this, even though you will not see answer letters on the screen when you take the test.


Reading Comprehension Questions


Reading Comprehension (RC) questions will be associated with four or five passages that vary in length from one paragraph to several. A passage typically has between one and four questions associated with it, and longer passages typically have more questions. 


Most Reading Comprehension problems will have five answer choices from which you’ll choose one answer. For these, use the letters A, B, C, D, and E to keep track of your eliminations. There are also two other possible RC formats, Select One or More and Select-in-Passage.


Select One or More Answer Choices


Some RC problems will give you three statements about a passage and ask you to “select all that apply.” Either one, two, or all three can be correct (there is no “none of the above” option). There is no partial credit; you must indicate all of the correct choices and none of the incorrect choices. Use the letters A, B, and C to keep track of your eliminations on these problems.


On your screen, the answer choice boxes for “Select One or More” will always be squares, while the standard “pick just one” multiple-choice problems will always use circles. The squares are a good visual reminder that you may need to select more than one choice on these problems, just as you might check more than one box on a checklist.




Strategy Tip:


On Select One or More Answer Choices, consider each choice independently! You cannot use the process of elimination in the same way as you do on normal multiple-choice questions.





Select-in-Passage


For the question type Select-in-Passage, you are given an assignment such as “Select the sentence in the passage that explains why the experiment’s results were discovered to be invalid.” Clicking anywhere on the sentence in the passage will highlight it. (As with any GRE question, you will have to click “Confirm” to submit your answer, so don’t worry about accidentally selecting the wrong sentence due to a slip of the mouse.)




Strategy Tip:


Because Select-in-Passage questions don’t have a consistent number of sentences or paragraphs, use numbers rather than letters to keep track of your eliminations.


If you have a single paragraph, number each sentence. If you have multiple paragraphs, start by numbering each paragraph. Once you’ve narrowed down to one paragraph, number the sentences in that paragraph.





Now give these new question types a try.




The sample questions below are based on this passage:


Physicist Robert Oppenheimer, director of the fateful Manhattan Project, said, “It is a profound and necessary truth that the deep things in science are not found because they are useful; they are found because it was possible to find them.” In a later address at MIT, Oppenheimer presented the thesis that scientists could be held only very nominally responsible for the consequences of their research and discovery. Oppenheimer asserted that ethics, philosophy, and politics have very little to do with the day-to-day work of the scientist and that scientists could not rationally be expected to predict all the effects of their work. Yet, in a talk in 1945 to the Association of Los Alamos Scientists, Oppenheimer offered some reasons why the Manhattan Project scientists built the atomic bomb; the justifications included “fear that Nazi Germany would build it first” and “hope that it would shorten the war.” 





For question #1, consider each of the three choices separately and select all that apply.




	The passage implies that Robert Oppenheimer would most likely have agreed with which of the following views:

[image: Image] Some scientists take military goals into account in their work.


[image: Image] Deep things in science are not useful.


[image: Image] The everyday work of a scientist is only minimally involved with ethics.





	

Select the sentence in which the writer implies that Oppenheimer has not been consistent in his view that scientists have little consideration for the effects of their work.


(Here, you would highlight the appropriate sentence with your mouse. There are four sentences, so there are four options.)


To answer the first question, Oppenheimer is quoted in the last sentence as saying that one of the reasons the bomb was built was the scientists’ “hope that it would shorten the war.” Thus, Oppenheimer would likely agree with the view that “some scientists take military goals into account in their work.” Choice (B) is a trap answer using familiar language from the passage. According to the passage, Oppenheimer says that the possible usefulness of scientific discoveries is not why scientists make discoveries; he does not say that the discoveries aren’t useful. The passage quotes Oppenheimer as saying that ethics has very “little to do with the day-to-day work of the scientist,” which is a good match for “only minimally involved with ethics.” So for the Select One or More, you would select choices (A) and (C), but not choice (B).










Strategy Tip:


On Select One or More Answer Choices, write A B C on your paper and mark each choice with a check, an X, or a symbol such as ~ if you’re not sure. This should keep you from crossing out all three choices.





For the second question, the correct sentence is the final sentence:




“Yet, in a talk in 1945 to the Association of Los Alamos Scientists, Oppenheimer offered some reasons why the Manhattan Project scientists built the atomic bomb; the justifications included ‘fear that Nazi Germany would build it first’ and ‘hope that it would shorten the war.’”





The word yet is a good clue that this sentence is about to express a view contrary to the views expressed in the rest of the passage. On the test, you would click this sentence in the text of the passage with the computer mouse, highlighting it. (If you clicked on a sentence by mistake, you can just click on the sentence you actually intended to change the highlight.)


The chapters on Reading Comprehension in this book contain more detail on solving both the more standard multiple choice RC questions and these more unique ones.


Text Completion Questions


Text Completion (TC) questions will consist of anywhere from one to three blanks spread across one to five sentences. When TCs have one blank, you will have five words or phrases to choose from for that blank, so use answer letters A, B, C, D, and E to keep track of your eliminations. 


When TCs have two or three blanks, each blank will have three options, and you will select words or short phrases for each blank independently. There is no partial credit; the selection for every blank in the problem must be correct in order to get that question right. Use answer letters A through F for two-blank TCs and answer letters A through I for three-blank TCs.


Try the following two-blank example:




Leaders are not always expected to (i) ___________ the same rules as are those they lead; leaders are often looked up to for a surety and presumption that would be viewed as (ii) ________ in most others.




[image: Image]









In the first blank, you need a word similar to follow. In the second blank, you need a word similar to arrogance. The correct answers are conform to and hubris.




Strategy Tip:


In Text Completion questions, do NOT look at the answer choices until you’ve decided for yourself what kind of word needs to go in each blank. Then, review the choices and eliminate those that are not matches.





Now try an example with three blanks:




For Kant, the fact of having a right and having the (i) __________ to enforce it via coercion cannot be separated, and he asserts that this marriage of rights and coercion is compatible with the freedom of everyone. This is not at all peculiar from the standpoint of modern political thought—what good is a right if its violation triggers no enforcement (be it punishment or (ii) __________ )? The necessity of coercion is not at all in conflict with the freedom of everyone, because this coercion only comes into play when someone has (iii) __________ someone else.




[image: Image]









In the first sentence, use the clue “he asserts that this marriage of rights and coercion is compatible with the freedom of everyone” to help fill in the first blank. Kant believes that coercion is “married to” rights and is compatible with freedom for all. So you want something in the first blank like right or power. Kant believes that rights are meaningless without enforcement. Only the choice license can work (while a license can be physical, like a driver’s license, the word license can also mean right).


The second blank is part of the phrase “punishment or __________,” which you are told is the enforcement resulting from the violation of a right. So the blank should be something, other than punishment, that constitutes enforcement against someone who violates a right. (More simply, it should be something bad.) Only restitution works. Restitution is compensating the victim in some way (perhaps monetarily or by returning stolen goods).


The final sentence says, “coercion only comes into play when someone has __________ someone else.” Throughout the text, coercion means “enforcement against someone who has violated the rights of someone else.” The meaning is the same here. The answer is violated the rights of.


The complete and correct answer is this combination:




[image: Image]






There are a total of 3 × 3 × 3, or 27 possible ways to answer a three-blank Text Completion question—and only one of those 27 ways is correct. In theory, these are tough odds. In practice, you will often have certainty about some of the blanks, so your guessing odds are almost never this difficult. Just follow the basic process: Come up with your own filler for each blank, and match to the answer choices. If you’re confused by this example, don’t worry! The chapters on Text Completion and Sentence Equivalence in this book cover all of this in detail.




Strategy Tip:


On Text Completion questions, the GRE will give you a clue to the correct answer in the text. Look for textual evidence for each answer choice you select.





Sentence Equivalence Questions


For this question type, you are given one sentence with a single blank. This looks very much like a one-blank Text Completion question, but the assignment has a twist. This time, instead of five choices, there are six, and instead of choosing one answer, you need to pick two that fit the blank and are alike in meaning. Use answer letters A through F to keep track of your eliminations.


Of the Verbal question types, this one depends the most on vocabulary and also yields the most to strategy.


No partial credit is given on Sentence Equivalence; both correct answers must be selected, and no incorrect answers may be selected. When you pick 2 of 6 choices, there are 15 possible combinations of choices, and only 1 is correct. However, this is not nearly as daunting as it sounds.


If you have six choices, but the two correct ones must be similar in meaning, then you have, at most, three possible pairs of choices. There may be fewer, since not all choices are guaranteed to have a partner. If you know the meaning of the words in the answer choices and can match up the pairs, you can seriously narrow down your options.


Here is a sample set of answer choices. The square boxes indicate that you are to select more than one answer. 




[image: Image] tractable


[image: Image] taciturn


[image: Image] arbitrary


[image: Image] tantamount


[image: Image] reticent


[image: Image] amenable





The question is deliberately omitted here in order to illustrate how much you can do with the choices alone, assuming you have learned these words during your vocabulary studies.


Tractable and amenable are synonyms (tractable, amenable people will do whatever you want them to do). Taciturn and reticent are synonyms (both mean “not talkative”).


Arbitrary (based on one’s own will) and tantamount (equivalent) are not similar in meaning and cannot be a pair. Therefore, the only possible correct answer pairs are choices (A) and (F) or choices (B) and (E). You have improved your chances from 1 in 15 to a 50/50 shot without even reading the question!


Of course, in approaching a Sentence Equivalence question, you do want to analyze the sentence in the same way you would in Text Completion—read for a textual clue that tells you what type of word must go in the blank. Then, look for a matching pair.




Strategy Tip:


In Sentence Equivalence questions, if you’re sure that a word in the choices does not have a partner, cross it out!





The sentence for the previous answer choice options could read as follows:


Though the dinner guests were quite __________, the hostess did her best to keep the conversation active and engaging.


Since the hostess needed to work “to keep the conversation active and engaging” due to the nature of her dinner guests, you can infer that the guests were not talkative. Thus, choice (B) and choice (E) are the best pairing.


Try this example of a complete problem:




While athletes usually expect to achieve their greatest feats in their teens or twenties, opera singers don’t reach the __________ of their vocal powers until middle age.


[image: Image] harmony


[image: Image] zenith


[image: Image] acme


[image: Image] terminus


[image: Image] nadir


[image: Image] cessation





Those with strong vocabularies might go straight to the choices to make pairs. Zenith and acme are synonyms, meaning “high point, peak.” Terminus and cessation are synonyms meaning “end.” Nadir is a low point, and harmony is present here as a trap answer reminding you of opera singers. Cross off choices (A) and (E), since they do not have partners. Then, go back to the sentence, knowing that your only options are a pair meaning “peak” and a pair meaning “end.”


Since the sentence discusses the various career points when two groups of professionals “achieve their greatest feats,” the correct answer pair is choice (B) and choice (C).


Now that you have a few examples of the question formats, let’s examine the timing goals for each question type. (The Essays are omitted from the following chart, as they are not scored as a section, but rather as a single response to a single prompt. Your timing goal for the Essays is direct: 30 minutes to write each essay.)


Timing


One of the most pressing challenges on GRE Verbal is the timing. Spending enough time to answer the questions accurately but not so much that you lose points because you run out of time requires practice and planning.


Use the following chart as a guideline for how much time to spend answering a question. There are two things to note. First, the following are timing recommendations for standard (1x) GRE timing. If you have timing accommodations (1.5x or 2x), adjust your goals accordingly. Second, these recommendations are for time spent attempting the problem—time yourself while attempting problems, but don’t time yourself when reviewing problems.




















	Question Type

	Time Spent Reading

	Time Spent in Answer Choices

	Total Time






	

Text Completion




	

45 to 60 seconds




	

10 seconds per blank




	

55–90 seconds









	

Sentence Equivalence




	

45 to 60 seconds




	

20 seconds




	

65–80 seconds









	

Reading Comprehension




	

1.5 to 3.5 minutes, depending on passage length




	

30–60 seconds per question




	

2 to 6 minutes, depending on number of questions and length of passage












You probably already notice a challenge: Reading Comprehension timing varies extensively. This is an awkward necessity due to the fact that the length of passages varies, as does the number of questions per passage. Your exact timing will vary according to your strengths, and you must take into account that your timing needs to pace you through a whole section. 


While you will need to be flexible in your timing allocations for Reading Comprehension, here is a general guideline: Spend about half of your total time reading the passage and about half of your total time evaluating the answer choices for each question. The table below illustrates a typical timing breakdown for each likely length of a Reading Comprehension passage.




















	# of Questions

	Time Spent Reading

	Time Spent on Answer Choices

	Total Time






	

1




	

1 minute 30 seconds




	

45 seconds




	

2 minutes, 15 seconds









	

2




	

2 minutes




	

45 seconds




	

3 minutes, 30 seconds









	

3




	

3 minutes




	

45 seconds




	

5 minutes, 15 seconds









	

4




	

3 minutes




	

45 seconds




	

6 minutes









	

5 (very rare)




	

3 minutes




	

45 seconds




	

6 minutes, 45 seconds












These timing benchmarks are rough, especially because more questions doesn’t necessarily mean a longer passage. You will see one long passage with up to four questions, but the other passages could be very short, even if they have two or three questions attached. Additionally, different question types take differing amounts of time. More detailed timing suggestions are in the coming chapters that cover each type of question you will see. 


How to Use This Book


If you’re using this book as part of a course, you will have a syllabus to guide you. If you are not, however, we want to offer you some additional guidance.


This book is not a novel, a news story, or an article on a topic that interests you; it isn’t meant to be dug into and read cover to cover. However, this book also isn’t meant to be used as an encyclopedia, only flipping to specific sections for reference or to look up a topic. Our recommendation is to instead see this book as a balance between the two.  


The organization of material is intended to build skills in order from the briefest units of verbal text (vocabulary) to the lengthiest (long passages). Don’t confuse “brief” with easy or introductory, however. The material in the first chapters on words and sentences will set you up for some of the most advanced study and test taking strategies in the entire book. Skipping these earlier sections completely is likely to artificially limit your progress in the later sections. 


That said, we understand that your needs may not lie in the order this book presents the material. Rather than skipping around, though, consider instead changing your pace as you move through the book. Dig more deeply into areas of weakness and be ready to skim or briefly reference areas of strength. If you find yourself struggling with later chapters, return to earlier sections to reinforce the micro-skills that build better performance in longer problem types.


Top Tips for Studying GRE Verbal


Regardless of how you feel about your verbal abilities and which areas are strengths and weaknesses, all students benefit from doing the following three things:




	
Practice vocabulary early and often.



	Before you do anything else, read Chapter 1: GRE Vocabulary, and choose your favorite method(s) for learning and practicing new words.


	Commit to consistent (daily) practice. Even if you don’t have time to sit down and study anything else that day, find five minutes for your flashcards or stories.  






	
Give yourself mental variety.



	Everyone needs a break sometimes—even if it’s just studying a different component of the test. 


	Keep in mind, you can move backward to old material or forward to new material as you wish.






	
Periodically test yourself. 



	Periodically challenge yourself to do something. Whether this is a full practice test or a single problem, make regular attempts to apply your skills.


	Use practice tests as assessments and reassessments. Your abilities will change, and you need periodic “checks” on your actual abilities versus your perception of them.









Final Notes


Keep in mind that, while some of your study materials may be on paper (including the Educational Testing Service’s most recent source of official GRE problems, The Official Guide to the GRE® General Test), your exam will be administered on a computer. Because this is a computer-based test, you will not be able to underline portions of reading passages or otherwise physically mark up problems. Get used to this now. Use separate scratch paper to solve the problems in these books.


And use your available online resources. Create a free account on the Manhattan Prep website to gain access to a plethora of online resources, including a vocabulary tracker/organizer, Interact lessons, and a full practice test!









UNIT ONE


Words and Sentences


This unit provides you with a comprehensive approach to the study of the most fundamental building blocks of GRE Verbal problems: words and sentences. Included are practical techniques for developing vocabulary and grasping the meaning of complex sentences. Finally, this unit introduces two question types: Text Completions and Sentence Equivalence.




In This Unit . . .




	Chapter 1: GRE Vocabulary


	Chapter 2: GRE Sentences


	Chapter 3: Text Completion and Sentence Equivalence















CHAPTER 1


GRE Vocabulary




In This Chapter . . .




	Learning Vocabulary Words in This Book


	Studying Vocabulary Effectively


	Two Options for Vocabulary Study


	Other Study Techniques


	When to Use Roots


	Specialized Vocabulary in Reading Comprehension Passages


	Using Social Networks to Buttress Your Vocabulary Studies


	Vocabulary Challenge


	Answers and Explanations








CHAPTER 1


GRE Vocabulary


GRE Vocabulary is one of the, if not the, first stumbling blocks students face when preparing for the Verbal section of this test. In this chapter, you will learn methods to study vocabulary that are effective and time-efficient.


Learning Vocabulary Words in This Book


Each chapter in this book will feature a few GRE vocabulary words mixed into the text. Six will be introduced at the start of the chapter; look for them as you read! They might appear in different forms— for example, from this chapter’s list, “assiduous” could appear as “assiduously.”


At the end of the chapter, you’ll have a chance to write your own predicted definition based on the context in which they appeared, and then you’ll be given the official definition. 


Each chapter’s list contains three words labeled (E) for essential and three words labeled (A) for advanced. The essential words are essential for everyone; study the advanced words if you are aiming for an especially high verbal score. (You can also find all of these words in our GRE Flash Cards, if you have purchased them.)


Here are your Chapter 1 vocabulary words, listed in the order in which they appear in the chapter:


assiduous (A)


engender (A)


bombastic (A)


inchoate (E)


judicious (E)


buttress (E)


Studying Vocabulary Effectively




The tokens given by the aristocrat, while nugatory, still served as a reminder that the power of the Crown continued to be held in some esteem even in such mercurial political times.





In that introductory sentence there are a few words that are probably unfamiliar to most English speakers; the most likely culprits are nugatory and mercurial. Can you name synonyms for these words immediately and confidently? If not—if you find yourself mentally saying “well, mercurial is kind of like when. . .”—then you need to study this vocabulary! 


The study of vocabulary for the GRE, unsurprisingly, begins with the definition. (The following are some of the definitions published in dictionary.com.)




Nugatory (adj.): of no real value; trifling; worthless


Mercurial (adj.): changeable, volatile, fickle, flighty, or erratic





Great! Now what? 


Many students want to know how many words they have to learn in order to get a high score on the GRE, as though the GRE were a pure vocabulary quiz. It would be far simpler if the GRE tested you by giving you a list of words and asking you to write out the definition for each. You could memorize the dictionary definitions of 1,000 vocabulary words and regurgitate them up as quickly as possible on test day. Memorizing 500 new words (much less 1,000) in the weeks before the exam would be a substantial feat, but the GRE wants more.


The GRE is actually testing whether you’ve been reading college-level and academic writing (in English) for years, assiduously looking up all the words you didn’t know in The Scarlet Letter and The Great Gatsby or researching the technical language from scientific papers when you didn’t understand the meaning. And then, if you’ve been out of school,  you’ve continued reading college-level material ever since. In other words, the GRE is testing whether you know these “big” words in context: not merely memorized, but internalized over years of study.


Simulating that level of verbal knowledge (when you haven’t actually been doing the things listed above) takes some work. It can be done, but it’s very important to learn—not just memorize—vocabulary words.


Many students make the mistake of memorizing dictionary definitions of words without really understanding those definitions or being able to comfortably use those words in sentences. Memorizing by itself is not learning; it is not flexible. If you’ve learned torpid, you can make a connection to torpor. If you’ve learned anthropology and engender, you can make some reasonable assumptions about anthropogenesis.


For sources of difficult material, try The Economist, Scientific American, Smithsonian, Foreign, MIT Technology Review, or any of the articles posted on aldaily.com (that’s Arts and Letters Daily). These are also the same resources recommended for improving your reading comprehension; you can do both at the same time!


If you’ve ever learned a foreign language, think about the words that were easiest to learn. When you’re in class, most of the words you learn (stove, tire, classroom, grandmother) seem equally important. But when you are actually in a foreign country, trying to speak that language, it is very, very easy to learn and remember words and phrases like bathroom, “What is the price?” and “Where is the hotel?” That is, the easiest things to learn are things that you really wanted to know at the time so you looked them up; the emotion or urgency of the situation told your brain that it was important to learn that word, and you did. 


Similarly, if you are reading something interesting and come across a word you don’t know, look up the word and consider its usage in the sentence you were just puzzling over—that’s almost as good as learning the word bathroom when you really need to use one! It’s easier to retain a new word when there’s a “hole” in your knowledge that you just cannot wait to fill.


If you look up unknown words right away, you are creating an immediate, real connection between that word and some external source. You create immediate associations to the meaning of that word. It is these associations that engender the learning process! If you make this a daily habit and supplement it with tools for later review (like the flashcards we will discuss in the next section), your vocabulary studies will be immensely effective.


Finally, don’t hesitate to look up or ask someone about the words you thought you knew but that seem to be used in novel ways. (Did you notice what just happened there? As a noun, a novel is a book-length work of fiction, but as an adjective, novel means “new, original.”) 


For another example, consider the use of “informed by” in the following sentence: “Her historical analysis of family dynamics in the antebellum South is informed by an academic background in feminist theory.” Clearly, an “academic background in feminist theory” can’t talk—“informed by” means “influenced by” in this context. Or the use of “qualified” in the sentence, “Dr. Wong could give only qualified approval to the theory, as the available data was limited in scope.” (“Qualified” here means “limited, conditional, holding back.”)


If you read a definition of a word—on a flashcard, in a test prep book, or anywhere else—and it doesn’t make sense to you, look up the word in several online dictionaries (thefreedictionary.com, m-w.com, and dictionary.com), ask someone, and/or Google the word to see how other people are using it.


Combine the mindset of immediate gratification—“I will look up the definition of any new or unusual word now”—to the more long-term strategies for vocabulary studies discussed in the following sections, and you’ll have great success!


Two Options for Vocabulary Study


There are two options that many people find effective: building flashcards and writing stories.


Option 1: Flashcards


Flashcards are possibly the most ‘old-school’ of memorization aids. Most people want to use them, but few want to actually make them and commit to studying them consistently. While flashcards allow for quick quizzing (once created), the standard “word on front, definition on back” versions slow down the process of learning the words in the first place. And even less effective are pre-made decks: With zero effort in their creation, you drastically increase the number of times you’ll have to flip through each card to even start learning the word.


As mentioned before, emotion, interest, and need are huge drivers of learning and memorizing new vocabulary. To capitalize on that, you want a flashcard that allows for creativity and personalization. A good flashcard certainly has the word on the front and the definition on the back, but a great flashcard has more. A great flashcard should include multiple mnemonic devices to aid memorization: a sample sentence, a picture, a rhyme, or a reference to a person or memory connected to that word.


Do you remember what mercurial means? If not, that’s proof that reading the definition of a word isn’t enough to learn that word; if it was, then you’d know mercurial from the definition provided just a few pages ago. How many times do you think you’d need to review that card before really knowing the word? You might be okay if this is one of only a few words you need to learn, but this card is going to be in a deck of hundreds of new words. Learning in this way is going to be slow.


But what if, instead, you decided that you wanted to create a great flashcard for mercurial. You looked it up and saw that it was based on the Roman god Mercury, who is often depicted with a winged helmet. You connected wings with the idea of flying or flight, and then connected that to the word flighty (easily changeable or irresponsible). To help remind you, you didn’t just write the words, you sketched an image of Mercury’s helmet, wings and all. How many times do you think you’ll need to see this card to remember? Honestly, you might know the word already given the research and creativity you used to make the card in the first place! Plain, boring flashcards just can’t compare to richly customized flashcards.


Here is a sample flashcard that you can use as a model for making your own.




torpid
torpid
Also torpor (noun)







Definition:


Slow, sluggish, lazy


Usage: After a massive family dinner, Ani felt too torpid to even get up off the couch. “My torpor has turned me into a tired turtle,” she said slowly.





You can find a word’s synonyms by using the “Thesaurus” tab on dictionary.com, although make sure you click on a synonym and verify that it really is similar in meaning—many thesauruses will give more than 20 synonyms for a single word, but most of them won’t be that closely related (and some will be quite obscure). Make sure to look at the etymologies of any words you don’t know. This is how you learn the roots of words like mercurial!


Now that you’re making great flashcards, what do you do with them? If you’re most people, it looks something like this:




Okay, here’s my enormous stack of flashcards. How many is this? 500? Okay, let’s start. Synoptic . . . Hmm, I don’t know, I’ll look at the answer. Oh, right, okay . . . Next. Turpitude. Hmm . . . I’ll flip and read. Oh that’s right. Next. Platitude . . . Hmm . . .





You see where this is going: nowhere and slowly. 


There’s not much motivation to remember the words because your brain knows deep down that the information is already written on the flashcard, and you’ll be seeing that flashcard again (and again and again). Brains are efficient but not great at memorizing—imagine if you remembered everything you saw, did, ate, etc., in just a single day! Your brain dumps well over 99 percent of the information it is presented with. You need to give it a very good reason to hang on to that specific vocabulary word.


The other problem with this approach is that you have no idea when you’re done, and it rarely feels like you’re making any progress. Instead, use this method:




	Pull out a small stack of cards, perhaps 10.


	Go through the stack one word at a time. When you get one right, take it out of the stack and lay it aside.


	As you continue, the stack will get smaller and smaller. It will become easier and easier to remember the words that are left.





Now you’re done. You did a set. Move on to another set if you like.


Because this exercise has an end (as opposed to just cycling through your flashcards over and over again), you get to feel a sense of accomplishment when you’re finished.


Depending on your timeline and goal score, you might decide to do this once or twice per day. In fact, if you are working a full-time job and have a hard time studying on weeknights, make a vow that you can do this one thing every day, no matter what (if you’re really tired, you can make it a 5–6 card set rather than 10, but do at least a little vocab every single day).


Option 2: Stories


A second option is to build a story with vocabulary words. Each day is a new addition to the story, and each week is the start of a new story! To use this method, take ten vocabulary words you wish to learn that day. (Ten is merely a suggested number, but keep the number of words you use reasonable.)


Take those ten words and use as many as you can to build that day’s portion of the story. Any of the words that you cannot use get held over to the next day, and you will add new words to the held-over words to create a new list of ten.


Imagine that while studying, you encountered the following dense bits of text (the first you read earlier, but the other two are new):




Example 1: The tokens given by the aristocrat, while nugatory, still served as a reminder that the power of the Crown continued to be held in some esteem even in such mercurial political times.


Example 2: Architectural cognoscenti such as Koolhaas recognized Hadid’s talents early and encouraged their development. By 1977, only a few years after their initial encounter, she had perfected her heteromorphic style, inspired equally by such disparate styles as Malevich’s sparse constructivism and the flowing calligraphy of her native Arabic.


Example 3: The Biblical portrayal of flagitious times preceding the great deluge stands in stark contrast to the ancient Greek representation of the antediluvian past as a Golden Age from which humanity has slowly descended into godless chaos.





Ouch. Those examples are very convoluted, and if you have concerns about how complicated they are, don’t worry; you will address that in later chapters. For now, let’s consider only the vocab. 


Let’s assume these are the words you didn’t know: nugatory, mercurial, cognoscenti, heteromorphic, disparate, flagitious, deluge, antediluvian. Now, you create your story. 


There are a few guidelines when creating stories. First, attempt to make each sentence as GRE-like as possible. This means incorporating more than one vocabulary word into each sentence. Second, give enough context in each sentence so that you are reminded of the meaning of the word from the story alone. Finally, be kind to yourself! This is a difficult exercise.


A Sample Story:




The town’s citizenry had so many disparate interests, many of which were so different from each other, that any attempts to satisfy all of the various desires were bound to be nugatory. The cognoscenti of the town, comprised of those individuals with the most expertise in governance, knew that the heteromorphic demands of the townspeople were unfortunately mercurial, changing in a moment from one wish to another. Because of the deluge of unending demands, there seemed no way to reduce the immense stress of the job . . .





That is the beginning of a story, and it could serve as a starting point for a week’s worth of vocabulary words. Note that the words antediluvian and flagitious did not make it into the story: that’s ok! Those words can be reattempted the next day, with a new set.


Other Study Techniques


Whack-a-word: Whack-a-Mole is an arcade game in which you have to hit a bunch of mechanical creatures with a mallet before the time runs out. Play whack-a-word by spreading out a huge pile of flash cards on a table, bed, or floor, and then trying to remove words from the pile by defining them before looking at the back of the card. If you get a word wrong, put it aside in a “to review” pile. If you end up with words you don’t know anything about, make a stack and try creating a story to help learn the words. Once you’ve learned those words better, spread them all back out and play whack-a-word one more time. Whack-a-word is also fun with a friend. Take turns defining words and removing them from the spread, working together to clear the space as quickly as possible.


Chat with a study buddy: Another fun technique is to find a study partner and agree to email or text each other every day using a certain number of GRE words in your messages (three seems about right—if you make the task too daunting, it might be too hard to stick with the plan).
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When to Use Roots


Your online syllabus includes a targeted Root List. In this context, the word root is the etymological origin of a portion of the word (not a part of a plant). Some portion of the word is “rooted” in another word, usually an ancient Latin or Greek word.


Take judicious advantage of roots. Many words are easily decomposed into roots and can be understood more clearly in terms of them. But some words now have misleading roots or derivations! During the exam itself, you have to be very careful when you resort to root analysis to guess an unknown word’s meaning. The GRE often uses words with surprising meanings, or at least, meanings that might be surprising for a test-taker relying solely on roots. For instance, baleful does not mean “full of hay bales”—it means “threatening or menacing.” Although a scribe is a person whose job is to copy by hand, proscribe doesn’t seem to be about writing—it means prohibit or condemn.


Ironically, even those words that stray furthest from the apparent meaning of their roots can be better learned with knowledge of the roots: if you learn that a word doesn’t relate very logically to its roots, that surprise can be helpful in itself. 


Many words have strange and memorable relationships with their etymological roots. For instance, the word desultory means “lacking in method or purpose; disappointing.” That’s not so interesting, but if you know that the word comes from a Latin word describing circus riders who jumped from horse to horse (de = from, sult = jump), then you might remember the word desultory better. 


And maybe proscribe didn’t seem to be about writing before, but it is still based off of the same root as a scribe (as in script, scribble, scripture, etc.) Why the same root? Because, in ancient times, to proscribe was to publish a record of someone’s punishment—to condemn or sentence that person publicly. The trick, or rather discipline, is to acknowledge that learning vocabulary through roots is a supplement to your normal vocabulary practice (flashcards? stories? something else?), and not a replacement for it.


Here are a few more favorites (more information like this appears in 500 Essential Words and 500 Advanced Words GRE® Vocabulary Flash Cards sets from Manhattan Prep):




Amortize (gradually pay off a debt, or gradually write off an asset) contains the root mort, meaning death. Amortization is when a financial obligation dies a long, slow death.


Anachronism (something that is not in its correct historical time; a mistake in chronology, such as by assigning a person or event to the wrong time period)—the prefix ana means “against,” and chron means “time.” This is one word you can work out entirely with a knowledge of roots: anachronistic means “against time.”


Legerdemain (sleight-of-hand, trickery, deception) comes from Middle French, meaning “light of hand.” The modern French word for hand is main, which is related to the root in the English manual (relating to hands, as in manual labor) and manumit (free from slavery, untie the hands).


Malediction (a curse) has the prefix mal (meaning “bad”). The root dict comes from dicere (to say) and also appears in dictator, dictionary, and indict (connect to a crime), as well as in malediction’s antonym, benediction (blessing).





Not all words have a cool story or a helpful derivation. For instance, pulchritude means “beauty.” The reason that seems so weird—“you’re so pulchritudinous,” really doesn’t sound like a compliment—is that the Latin root pulcher, meaning “beautiful,” doesn’t occur in any other English words.


So recognize that roots are just one of many helpful tools. One good way to proceed is to go through the Root List in the Appendix and focus on roots that actually look familiar to you and like something you’d be able to spot in the future; for instance, circum (meaning “around”) appears in circumference, and it’s pretty hard to miss the root in circumnavigate, circumcise, circumambulate, and circumlocution. So you might make a flash card for this and other roots that seem most useful to you.


Specialized Vocabulary in Reading Comprehension Passages


Although knowledge of GRE vocabulary will play a role in your success on Reading Comprehension passages, the GRE will never test you on vocabulary that is unique to the topic of the passage. For example, in a passage about the human brain, the GRE might use the term dendrites—but the GRE would not expect you to know this vocabulary.


When using a term such as “dendrites” that is exclusive to a specialized field, the GRE will define that term within the passage. This is how you determine whether an unknown word in a reading comprehension passage is worth adding to your word list: Does the test itself define the word there in the passage? If the definition is in the passage, then the test-writers do not expect you to know the word, and you do not need to add it to your vocabulary studies. 


You will notice this most commonly for words that are particular to specific academic fields, especially technical fields, although this can occur in passages on any topic. 


What do you do in the moment, if you see a word in a reading comprehension passage that you do not know? Search inside the same sentence or the following sentence for either an outright definition or context clues that would allow to make your own partial definition. Jot an abbreviation of the word, with your abbreviated definition, on your paper, and move on! Remember, if the test expected you to know the word, the passage would not have given you the definition.


Using Social Networks to Buttress Your Vocabulary Studies


If you have a robust social network, you can use that community as a support group for your studies! Let people know you’re studying for the GRE and ask for help with vocabulary: You can make a game out of it. Post a word, and the person who builds the most creative or memorable sentence with that word “wins.” That’s merely one option: Use anything that will help you remember the vocabulary you are studying.




[image: Image]




If you post a word and its definition as your status update, it only takes one peculiar comment from a friend (some people have way too much time on their hands) to help you remember the word forever.


Manhattan Prep maintains several social media accounts, and we were pleased to see that one of our followers posted the word deleterious (meaning “harmful or damaging”) in a status update: “Does anyone actually use that word?”


Another friend wrote back:




Deleterious is used quite a bit in genetics. For example, “Epigenetic silencing of transposable elements may reduce deleterious effects on neighboring gene expression in the genome.”





The original poster replied, “I looked for examples of this word’s use in a sentence. It seems that deleterious effects is indeed the way it is most often used.”


Now that’s how to learn deleterious!


Feel free to find, follow, and contribute to any of Manhattan Prep’s social networking accounts!


Vocabulary Challenge




Did you spot these vocabulary words? If not, go back and find them in context! (The word may be in a different form than listed here—“digressing” instead of “digress,” for example.) Write your own definitions based on the evidence in the chapter.







	assiduous (adj.), p. 20


	engender (v), p. 20


	bombastic (adj.), p. 24


	inchoate (adj.), p. 24


	judicious (adj.), p. 24


	buttress (v), p. 26





Answers and Explanations


Vocabulary Challenge




	assiduous (adj.): careful, diligent, and persistent in attention or application


	engender (v): to give rise to, create, or cause


	bombastic (adj.): overblown, pompous, inflated, or pretentious


	inchoate (adj.): incipient, still developing or incomplete


	judicious (adj.): demonstrating sound judgement


	buttress (v): to support, strengthen, or shore up
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CHAPTER 2


GRE Sentences


Chapter 1: GRE Vocabulary was all about understanding the meaning of new and difficult words. That said, vocabulary, or challenging word choice within a sentence, is merely the first level of GRE reading. Those complex words get packed into dense and complex sentences that get packed into dense and complex paragraphs that get packed into dense and complex passages. In this chapter, you will learn how to deal with this next level of complexity: the complex sentence. 


Here are your Chapter 2 vocabulary words:


pellucid (A)


daunt (E)


vex (A)


inculcate (A)


opaque (E)


eclectic (E)


Complex Sentences


Consider the following example:




Despite assurances to the contrary by governments around the world, the development of space as an arena of warfare is nearly certain, as military success often depends on not ceding the “high ground,” of which outer space might be considered the supreme example.





With the possible exception of the word ceding, which roughly means “giving up,” most of the words used in this sentence are probably familiar to you. (Also, if you were unsure of the word “ceding,” don’t accept our assertion that “ceding = roughly like giving up.” Add ceding to your vocabulary list and verify that you understand the specifics of its definition!


Now that you do know what ceding means, did this sentence become immediately pellucid? Probably not! Why? Because GRE writers are outstanding at packing a paragraph’s worth of information into a single sentence. This isn’t great for easy reading, but it is great for testing whether you can quickly and correctly interpret dense (academic) writing.


That only begs the question. . .what can you do to become more effective at understanding such dauntingly dense writing? The next sections will introduce you to “unpacking” sentences.


Unpacking GRE Sentences


GRE students often feel vexed that the test feels like it’s speaking a different language. All the words are English, but arranged in a way that no longer feels like English! They no longer feel like English because, in a sense, they aren’t English anymore, at least, not English as it’s colloquially spoken.


Let’s return to the example sentence: 




Despite assurances to the contrary by governments around the world, the development of space as an arena of warfare is nearly certain, as military success often depends on not ceding the “high ground,” of which outer space might be considered the supreme example.





Even if you are one of the few who read this sentence and grasped it without issue, exam pressure makes it harder to maintain clarity when the structure of a sentence gets increasingly dense. In fact, the abstract and technical language makes reading sentences such as this one a challenge even outside an exam setting. 


How do you make sense of this sentence given how much information is packed into it? Maybe you rephrase it or put it into your own words. Sounds like a good idea in theory, but in practice it often fails to help. Consider the following rephrasing: 
















	Rephrase

	Is it Effective?






	Despite promises by governments that it isn’t true, the development of space as an area of warfare is going to happen, because military success requires not giving up the high ground, and outer space is the ultimate example of high ground.

	This is a pure translation: Words have been substituted, but there has been no effort to unpack the dense elements of the original. This translation has not transformed either the verbiage or presentation choices.









Instead of simply swapping out hard vocabulary words and cutting a bit of text here and there, this sentence needs to be more fully unpacked. As you read the two examples of “unpacking” below, consider how much information was contained in the original sentence. It’s as if the GRE writers have managed to pack an entire paragraph of information into that single sentence. 
















	Unpacking

	Is it Effective?






	

“High ground” is the military concept of being higher up than your opponent (so easier to win).


Outer space is the best of the best “high ground.”


Therefore space will almost certainly become important to world militaries.


Governments around the world say that won’t happen—but it will.




	

This is much more effective! Much of the word choice is the same, but the order of presentation is reversed (last sentence first, first sentence last). This attempt requires more analysis of the intended connections between the statements presented, while at the same time breaking those statements into more manageable chunks; note that one original sentence is now four.









	

Governments say this isn’t true.


BUT


Space will be a war-place. (Yeah, that’s not a word.)


WHY? 


Because being up there would be the highest of “high ground” you could get to.




	

This is another version of unpacking, and it may be one that resonates more with you. It condenses the entire sentence into two extremely short elements that express the oppositional tension in the sentence: what governments say vs. what will actually happen.












And before you ask, no, you would not write down a complete unpacking on test day. The exercise of putting this down pen-to-paper is crucial during your studies, but you would never have the time to literally write these thoughts down to this extent during the exam. This is a study process to inculcate mental habits that you will carry through to test day.


So this begs yet another question. . .how do you learn to effectively unpack sentences yourself?


Principles for Unpacking Sentences


Hopefully the previous discussion convinced you that paraphrasing by substituting less-abstract words isn’t a great way to get past dense sentences. So how do you unpack a sentence?


First, don’t just give up on a sentence if it seems too opaque or complex: You do not need to digest the entirety of a long sentence in one bite! Since a dense GRE sentence is really several sentences in disguise, it may be useful to read ahead to later in the sentence to gain context and then come back to the first portion. However you manage it, the earlier you can understand some portion of the sentence, the easier the rest of the sentence will be. Reconsider the sentence from the previous section: 




Despite assurances to the contrary by governments around the world, the development of space as an arena of warfare is nearly certain, as military success often depends on not ceding the “high ground,” of which outer space might be considered the supreme example.





To push your unpacking skills beyond mere translation, here are five principles that can be applied to your unpacking attempts. You do not need to apply all five for every sentence: Use as many or as few as will do the job!


Five Principles to Unpack sentences




	

Grab a concrete concept first.


I know what outer space is, so I’ll start there.




	

Define something that concept is or does.


outer space = high ground




	

Put only one simple thought in a sentence.


Military success often depends on having the high ground. Space is the ultimate high ground.




	

Link each subsequent sentence to the previous one. (In this statement, “subsequent” and “previous” refer to the order of sentences in your unpacking, not necessarily the order presented in the original sentence.)


Space is the ultimate high ground, and military success often depends on having the high ground. Because of this, governments will seek to militarize space. They say they won’t, but they will.




	

Simplify or “quote off” details.


“arena of warfare” = militarization







And this is how the efficient unpacking from the previous section was created! Done habitually during your studies, this process becomes automatic, and will allow you to work through GRE Verbal problems on the test much more successfully.


Unpacking the sentence makes the concepts much more accessible than merely paraphrasing or pushing through and hoping you figure it out later. Here’s a dense sentence to practice your unpacking skills. Use as many of the five principles mentioned previously as you feel are useful.




Most exobiologists—scientists who search for life on other planets or moons—agree that carbon probably provides the backbone of any extraterrestrial biological molecules, just as it does of terrestrial ones, since carbon is unique among the elements in its ability to form long, stable chains of atoms.





Once you’ve unpacked the sentence yourself, consider the following options:
















	Rephrase

	Is it Effective?






	

“Exobiologists” = scientists who search for aliens.


They agree that carbon is unique.


It can form long, stable chains.


Because carbon is unique in this respect, it probably is the building block of any alien biological molecules. 


In this way, alien biological molecules might be similar to biological molecules on earth.




	

Yes. Note that the long, single sentence given initially has been broken into multiple smaller sentences (principle 3 of unpacking dense sentences).


Exobiologists are now scientists who search for aliens (principle 5), extraterrestrial is now alien, and terrestrial is now “on Earth.” (principles 1 and 2).


Finally, transitions such as “because” and “in this way” link sentences together in the unpacked version (principle 4).









	

Scientists (alien hunters) agree this is true, because carbon is unique.


(“this” = carbon forms the basis of both alien and earth biological molecules)




	

This is merely an example of an exceedingly brief unpacking that takes advantage of principle 5 to massively shorten the text you might write. This version is not preferred over the above version, it is merely one other example.












Here is one more example of a possible unpacking of the “exobiologists” sentence, this time arranged in order of principle, from first to fifth. Note that this example is not the same as the previous two. There is no single correct way to unpack a dense sentence. Ultimately, success is determined by your increased understanding of the test writer’s intent.




	

Grab a concrete concept first.


The scientists are the main actors in this sentence.




	

Define something that concept does.


The scientists are agreeing.




	

Put only one simple thought in a sentence.


The scientists agree that carbon is important.




	

Link each subsequent sentence to the previous one.


They agree on that because carbon makes chains of atoms.




	

Simplify or “quote off” details.


“Exobiologists” are the specific scientists being discussed.







Correspondingly, the unpacking could look like this on your paper:




The EB scientists agree that carbon is important.


They agree on that because carbon makes chains of atoms.


Carbon already uses that trait to make life on Earth.


It probably does the same thing for life elsewhere.





This unpacking has the same major points, but was created from a different starting point. As long as you begin with something you can understand, you can unpack even the most complex sentences. At the end, no single concept or sentence within your unpacking should be too complex for you to hold in your mind.


Eventually, your pen-on-paper unpacking will become more and more brief, until your test day unpacking (if you unpack on paper at all!) might look like this:




sci agree this is true


because


carbon is unique





Link to Real Ideas


For some of the more abstract concepts, translating the sentence visually or even taking graphical notes can ease the transition to understanding. If even finding the concrete concept is challenging at the start of a sentence, try to grab something and imagine what it might literally look like. Finding that visual representation can make the process much simpler.


In your mind, you might imagine any of the ideas from the exobiologist sentence in the following manner:
















	Words

	Real Ideas






	

. . . exobiologists—scientists . . .




	

smart folks in white coats









	

. . . who search for life on other planets or moons . . .




	

who peer through telescopes looking for little green men









	

. . . carbon probably provides the backbone of extraterrestrial biological molecules . . .




	

carbon: charcoal, key element in living things


backbone: like a spine to a little molecule









	

. . . any extraterrestrial biological molecules, just as it does of terrestrial ones . . .




	

extraterrestrial: little green men (aliens)


terrestrial: from Earth; humans, not aliens









	

. . . its ability to form long, stable chains of atoms.




	

a literal chain but made up of carbon












Do not write the real ideas down (except as an exercise during your studies, as needed). The process should happen quickly in your head so that you find a concrete idea you’re comfortable starting with. Moreover, as you read further in a passage, do this less. In fact, if you do it too much along the way, you might introduce too many outside ideas and lose track of what is actually written in the passage. However, making the sentence real can help you make sense of a difficult sentence, so practice this technique.


You can also break down the sentence visually for certain types of sentences, especially science sentences or any sentence describing a multistep process. In these sentences, a T-chart, diagram, or picture can be an effective note-taking method.




[image: Image]




Practice an eclectic mix of methods so you can choose what will be most effective for each sentence you study.


Vocabulary Challenge




Did you spot these vocabulary words? If not, go back and find them in context! (The word may be in a different form than listed here—“digressing” instead of “digress,” for example.) Write your own definitions based on the evidence in the chapter.







	pellucid (adj.), p. 31


	daunt (v), p. 31


	vex (v), p. 32


	inculcate (v), p. 33


	opaque (adj.), p. 33


	eclectic (adj.), p. 36





Problem Set




In problems 1–6, unpack each complex sentence. Find a concrete idea to start, and form a sentence with just a portion of the information in the sentence. Then create a second sentence that adds some additional information to the first. Keep going until you have unpacked all of the detail in the sentence (this might take five or so sentences). Write the sentences down as you work.





Unpacking


These unpacked sentences are examples of the process. Your versions will likely differ. Again, only write down unpacked sentences when absolutely necessary during the GRE, and even when necessary, use as much abbreviation as you can. This exercise is meant to develop your mental muscles so you can take apart complex academic language on test day, without resorting to pen and paper.




	Various popular works of art have been influenced by syncretic religious traditions such as Candomblé, Santería, and voodoo, but few such works treat these traditions with appropriate intelligence or sensitivity.


	The rise of Athenian democracy in ancient times can be considered a reaction to class conflict.


	The simplistic classification of living things as plant, animal, or “other” has been drastically revised by biologists in reaction to the discovery of microorganisms that do not fit previous taxonomic schemes.


	Neither Chinese nor Japanese verbs, for instance, change form at all to indicate the number or person of the subject; however, personal pronouns in both subject and object roles are regularly omitted in both speech and writing, leaving the meaning to be inferred from contextual clues.


	Since the success of modern digital surveillance does not obviate the need for intelligence gathered via old-fashioned human interaction, agencies charged with counterterrorism responsibilities must devote significant effort to planting and/or cultivating “assets”—that is, spies—within terrorist organizations that threaten the country.


	Students learning to fly fixed-wing aircraft are taught to use mnemonic devices, such as the landing checklist GUMPS (gas, undercarriage, mixture, propeller, switches), that remain constant even when not every element of the device is relevant, as in the case of planes with non-retractable landing gear.





Answers and Explanations


Vocabulary Challenge




	pellucid (adj.): transparent; clear, easy to understand


	daunt (v): discourage, dishearten, lessen the courage of


	vex (v): annoy or bother; puzzle or distress


	inculcate (v): to teach, impress, or implant by frequent repetition


	opaque (adj.): not transparent; dark, dull, unclear, or stupid


	eclectic (adj.): various; selecting the best of everything or from many diverse sources





Problem Set




	















	Original Sentence

	Unpacked Rephrase






	

Various popular works of art have been influenced by syncretic religious traditions such as Candomblé, Santeria, and voodoo, but few such works treat these traditions with appropriate intelligence or sensitivity.




	

There are blended (syncretic) religious traditions: C, S, and V. 


Some popular art was influenced by / is based on those traditions.


But not very much of that art (few such works) really honors those traditions as much as the author thinks they should.















	















	Original Sentence

	Unpacked Rephrase






	

The rise of Athenian democracy in ancient times can be considered a reaction to class conflict.




	

There was class conflict: People from upper and lower were fighting each other in ancient times?


People created the Athenian democracy in response.















	















	Original Sentence

	Unpacked Rephrase






	

The simplistic classification of living things as plant, animal, or “other” has been drastically revised by biologists in reaction to the discovery of microorganisms that do not fit previous taxonomic schemes.




	

Biologists found some new microorganisms.


These MOs don’t really fit into any categories (taxonomic schemes) that already existed.


Biologists used to just call things plant, animal, or “other.” but because of these new MOs, that simple classification had to be totally updated. 















	















	Original Sentence

	Unpacked Rephrase






	

Neither Chinese nor Japanese verbs, for instance, change form at all to indicate the number or person of the subject; however, personal pronouns in both subject and object roles are regularly omitted in both speech and writing, leaving the meaning to be inferred from contextual clues.




	

C and J verbs don’t change form for subject-verb agreement (like they do in English, e.g., she sings vs. they sing).


And it seems like they don’t even really use pronouns to help.


The only way to get at the meaning of a sentence is to use other context clues.















	















	Original Sentence

	Unpacked Rephrase






	

Since the success of modern digital surveillance does not obviate the need for intelligence gathered via old-fashioned human interaction, agencies charged with counterterrorism responsibilities must devote significant effort to planting and/or cultivating “assets”—that is, spies—within terrorist organizations that threaten the country.




	

Even though you can spy with computers and tech now, you still need to have humans out there getting information too (does not obviate the need for . . .).


So if you’re trying to fight terrorists, you still have to spend the time and effort to get your human spies into those terrorist groups.















	















	Original Sentence

	Unpacked Rephrase






	

Students learning to fly fixed-wing aircraft are taught to use mnemonic devices, such as the landing checklist GUMPS (gas, undercarriage, mixture, propeller, switches), that remain constant even when not every element of the device is relevant, as in the case of planes with non-retractable landing gear.




	

When people learn to fly planes, they learn memory tricks. 


One example is GUMPS.


They learn these memory tricks even though some of the pieces aren’t always relevant—not sure why they mentioned the specific case of landing gear.


So this might mean that students learn GUMPS, even though some of the letters won’t always apply? Maybe you don’t always care about propeller, for example?
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