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Welcome to the
 EVERYTHING® series!

THESE HANDY, accessible books give you all you need to tackle a difficult project, gain a new hobby, comprehend a fascinating topic, prepare for an exam, or even brush up on something you learned back in school but have since forgotten.

You can read an EVERYTHING® book from cover to cover or just pick out the information you want from our four useful boxes: e-facts, e-ssentials, e-alerts, and e-questions. We literally give you everything you need to know on the subject, but throw in a lot of fun stuff along the way, too.

We now have well over 100 EVERYTHING® books in print, spanning such wide-ranging topics as weddings, pregnancy, wine, learning guitar, one-pot cooking, managing people, and so much more. When you’re done reading them all, you can finally say you know EVERYTHING®!
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Dear Reader,

What does the word bachelorette mean to you? Does it conjure up an image of a wild Bacchanalian night complete with half-clothed men and a never-ending spring of champagne? Or is a quiet weekend of catching up with the girls and sipping hot buttered rum in a ski lodge more your style?

The wonderful thing about bachelorette parties is that you can tailor them to suit the bride’s wishes, whatever they may be. The only limit is your imagination. The more freedom you allow yourself, the more creative and unique your party will be. Your only worry will be that all your friends will want you to organize their bachelorette parties!

We’ve planned lots of bachelorette parties and attended more than we can count. We’ve seen good ones and bad ones, out-of-hand bashes and subdued affairs. We’ve been to bachelorette parties with 100 guests, and those with fewer than ten. For every bride’s taste, and for every hostess’s pocketbook, there’s a perfect bachelorette party just waiting to happen. Breathe easy, and put your faith in this book.
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Throw a party that the 
bride—and her friends—
will never forget!



Jennifer Lata Rung & 
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Top Ten Reasons
to Host a Bachelorette Party


1. “Party” is your middle name.

2. You want to really get to know your brother’s fiancée.

3. You have a hankering to ride around in a limo all night.

4. You need to boogie-woogie with a male stripper.

5. The bride is dropping subtle hints: “Gee, a bachelorette party might be fun!”

6. Embarrassing your engaged friend a little sounds like a good time.

7. The whole wedding party needs to blow off some steam.

8. Did someone say “theme party”?

9. It’s been too long since you’ve shown off your culinary skills.

10. The bride needs something to do while the bachelor party is going on.




Introduction

THERE ARE TWO TYPES of people in this world: Those who plan great parties, and those who don’t. If you fall into the latter group, you may be thinking that you’re just not up to the task. Maybe you’re unorganized. Maybe you feel like you’re just not creative enough. Maybe you’ve been to some really terrific parties and you feel like you could never duplicate the success of other hostesses—or maybe you’ve been to some truly awful gatherings and you’re afraid that your own party would fall flat.

Relax. Hosting a party isn’t brain surgery, though you will need an open mind, along with some basic organizational skills and maybe a little help from some friends. Bachelorette parties, in particular, are fun to host. There is very little etiquette written on bachelorette parties, which is great news for the hostess who’s planning one, because you’re restricted by very little. If you don’t have a lot of party-planning experience, this is a great place to cut your teeth, so to speak.

Most bachelorette parties are all about having a good time, and hardly anyone will take you to task for putting out the wrong silverware. However, there are a few rules you’ll have to abide by, like respecting the bride’s wishes, respecting her guests, and if you’ve got a cohostess, working amicably with her.

While many—perhaps most—people think of bachelorette parties as orgiastic events where sparsely clothed men strut their stuff in the midst of ferocious women, this isn’t always the case. The bachelorette party you plan may be a simple afternoon gathering for the bride, her family, and her friends; it may be a weekend in the country with the sorority sisters she seldom sees since graduation; it may be a dinner in a nice restaurant complete with tasteful gift-giving. It depends on what the bride wants, and your top priority as a hostess is being sensitive to her ideas and her wishes.

No matter what type of bachelorette party your engaged friend is looking for, this book will give you ideas and tips for planning a successful event. There are also party-planning basics, such as how to stick to your budget, how to get organized, and how to determine who should be on the guest list. Plus, you’ll get helpful tips about handling potential trouble spots, like dealing with an overly obnoxious guest, what to do if someone else wants in on the hosting action, and making sure everyone gets around town and back home again safely.

The best thing a hostess can do is to keep calm and take an occasional deep breath. Remember: Cool-headed hostesses throw cool parties. In the event that something does go awry (for example, a snowstorm hits and only half your guests make it to the bachelorette party you’ve worked so hard to plan), you must bear in mind that the purpose of the party is to have fun. If you roll with the punches and keep your wits about you, your bride-to-be’s bachelorette party is going to turn out great!
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Chapter 1
A Little Background


Your friend or sister or cousin is engaged. You couldn’t be happier for her, and she couldn’t possibly be happier for herself. It’s a wonderful time in her life, and you really want to do something special to commemorate it. How about throwing her a bachelorette party? It may be just the thing.

A Chance to Have Fun Together

Planning a wedding can be a very stressful time in a woman’s life. In addition to all of the run-of-the-mill party-planning headaches, there’s the emotional stress many brides experience. Mothers run amok. Caterers go out of business and disappear with deposits. Bridesmaids refuse to wear Spanish turquoise dresses.

At this time, the bride really needs to know that she has friends on her side. Throwing a bachelorette party for her will give her the chance to sit back and enjoy being the center of attention without lifting a finger.

She’ll look back on this time of life and remember that in between her dress fittings and fighting with her mother over the wedding guest list, what she was really looking forward to was a night out with the girls—and she’ll also remember she had a friend or two who thought so much of her that they planned a great party for her.
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However your engaged friend feels, the bachelorette party is a great way to draw that proverbial line between singledom and married life. Especially if the bride-to-be is moving out of town after she gets married, it’s nice to have an official acknowledgment of everything that’s changing in her life before it all changes.



Ending an Era

Another reason brides like to have bachelorette parties is to officially say “so long” to their days of being a single woman. Some brides are sad or nostalgic to lose the freedoms of being single; others can’t wait to be out of the dating pool.

No matter what age the bride-to-be is, spending some time with her friends before she becomes a wife is a good opportunity to reflect on what her friends have meant to her. Carrie, for example, is engaged to Rob, whom she will marry in a few months. Though they’ve been engaged for nearly two years, she is increasingly nervous as the Big Day draws nearer. “I’ll be moving to Boston with Rob and leaving everything I’ve taken for granted—my friends and family, my job, my hometown,” she says. “One minute, I can’t wait to be with him, and the next minute, I can’t stop crying.”

The bride knows she has her groom’s attention and support. Think of a bachelorette party as an opportunity to let her know she has yours, too. She may not have had time to think about how important her friendships are to her while she’s been caught up in the cyclone of wedding preparations. And unlike a wedding atmosphere, a bachelorette party is often a smaller, more intimate gathering, giving the bride an opportunity to talk with every guest and really enjoy their company.

Giving Her a Big Sendoff

The bride-to-be is on the wedding track. The bachelorette party is likely to be her last stop before her big day. Consider how she’s feeling. Many brides, although they’re in love and ecstatic to be getting married, feel a little anxious and maybe even a little sad if they think they’re going to lose their girlfriends and maybe even themselves, a little. A great way to assure her you’re going to be there after she gets married is by throwing an unforgettable bachelorette party for her. She’ll be reminded of why she likes you so much in the first place.

The Name of the Game Is Fun

Most brides become the center of attention if they plan a wedding of any size. In addition to being one of the two stars in her wedding production and being acknowledged as such by the florist, the caterer, the deejay, the dressmaker, and anyone else she’s handing a check to, she will most likely be honored with a bridal shower or two.
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Make sure you’re on the same page as your friend. Unless you’re planning a surprise bachelorette party, get some input from the bride-to-be about what kind of party she’d like. It may be possible that what you have in mind is too wild for her.



However, being a star can be stressful. The bachelorette party is an opportunity for the bride to do something different, and for the following reasons:

• Bachelorette parties tend to be laid-back affairs.

• The focus is on the bride and her pals just having a good time.

• No one needs to wear her Sunday best.

• No one needs to bring her Sunday manners.

• The guest list may be more exclusive.

Not everyone needs to know about the bride’s wild side. The bachelorette party is a chance for the bride-to-be to show her true colors—a side of her that Aunt Marjorie may not ever want to see.

So whatever kind of party you and the bride decide on, the focus has to be on the bride enjoying herself. At this party, she doesn’t have to stress over the color of the tablecloths or whether she’s received one toaster or two. The bride should be able to think of this as a proverbial breath of fresh air.

Combination Shower/Bachelorette Party

Unfortunately, in this busy world, not everything always goes according to plan. The bride’s wedding day may be fast approaching, and suddenly someone points out that she hasn’t had a shower—nor is anyone currently putting one together for her.

If you’re a bridesmaid, a wedding shower is something you and the other girls in the wedding party should have thought of and planned for. Luckily, all is not lost. Why not organize a quick little event that’s a wedding shower and bachelorette party all rolled into one? It’s a great way to combine the two events and get you off the hook. If you plan it well enough, the bride may even think that this was your intention all along.
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A wedding shower is a lovely tradition; showers tend to be afternoon luncheon affairs where everyone remains on their best behavior at all times. There is lots of gift-giving and compliments, and often a wedding shower is a surprise party for the bride.



Another great reason to combine the two parties is if the bride lives out of town and is returning home briefly—hosting a joint shower and bachelorette party will save her some time.

Allison found herself in such a situation when she was in her friend Maria’s wedding. “Maria and I live in New York, hundreds of miles away from her family. New York is really Maria’s home—she’s lived here since college, and all of her friends are here. She doesn’t even go to her family’s home for the holidays.

“I don’t know why I never thought to host a shower for her. I guess I didn’t read the wedding etiquette books. But we were getting down to the wire, and I realized there wasn’t enough time to have a shower and a bachelorette party—so we had one big party. I invited her family, of course. It was pretty toned-down because her family’s very serious, but Maria got her shower and her bachelorette party, and she was ecstatic. I hate to think what would have happened if I had completely dropped the ball on this one.”

An Equal-Opportunity Affair

If you’re thinking of rolling these two parties into one, divide time equally between the events. Have your shower-time early on in the evening, with gift-giving and polite conversation around the punch bowl; after the gifts and cake you can easily segue into a lighter, less formal setting by putting on some fun music and spiking the punch in that bowl. Every guest wins in this situation: Those who want to stay and party will, and those who aren’t completely comfortable with bachelorette parties are free to go.

It’s important to make it clear on the invitations that this is a dual party. You don’t want to infuriate the bride’s grandmother by springing a bachelorette party on her when she arrives for the shower. She may be less than thrilled with the whole idea. Give her a chance to opt out.

Also, make sure you aren’t kicking anyone out too early. Asking guests to attend a shower with a gift and then rushing through it so the young folks can get down to bachelorette business is completely unacceptable. Give yourself a minimum of two hours for the shower portion of the event.
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If you do happen to find yourself killing two parties with one invitation, don’t skimp on the event. You’ll add insult to injury if you have been lax in your duties—and then cut corners on the party you do give. The bride will absolutely notice, and if you intend to have her in your own wedding someday, you can expect the same treatment from her.



Putting the Family Puzzle 
Back Together

Life is crazy in this day and age. People are so busy that they sometimes forget to keep in touch with their families. They drift apart, literally and figuratively. Or, sadly, a little family misunderstanding can get blown up into a huge affair, where sisters or mothers and daughters don’t speak to each other for weeks … or months … or even years.

Here’s your situation: Your friend is getting married and her family is a little off (and that’s being kind). Her sister hasn’t spoken to her in six years because of a recipe-stealing incident. (Hey, what was wrong with the bride selling her late Aunt Edna’s top-secret meatball recipe anyway? Edna certainly can’t use it anymore, the bride needed to pay her rent, and that new Italian restaurant needed a signature dish.)

Inviting the sister to a bridal shower is required, of course. However, in the event that scores of women-folk—the same ones who will be at the shower—have heard about the great Meatball Caper, it might be very uncomfortable—or impossible—for either the bride or the sister to take those first baby steps toward reconciliation at such a formal event. If the sister is at all aware of the possibility of every guest watching her every move so that she and/or the bride can be analyzed later for sport, she may choose not to come to the shower at all—no matter how much she wants to see her sister.
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If the bride-to-be has been distant while planning her wedding, a night out on the town may be exactly what she needs to remind her that she’s most likely not going to live alone with her groom on the Island of Wedded Bliss forever—she’s going to need her friends even after she signs the marriage license.



A tentative reconciliation is better achieved in a more relaxed setting, like the bachelorette party you’re giving. Inviting the sister to the bachelorette is not required, which makes it something of a more welcoming gesture.

The sister will realize that someone actually invited her because she’s wanted there, not because she’s a relative (like the other eighty women at the shower), and not because the bride wants a place setting from her.

The contrast between the two settings is dramatic. Picture what could happen if the sister shows up to the shower, expecting to make amends (or to start the process, anyway) with the bride—and the bride is too busy greeting and chatting with other guests, and oohing and ahhing over her gifts. She realistically can’t spend a huge block of time with her long-lost sibling, or any one person, at the shower. This might actually make matters worse, in the event that the sister is really insecure and/or a little more off than you thought.

Including her in the less-demanding affair, where the bride will actually have time to talk and reconnect with her, may work wonders. Don’t be reluctant to give this a shot. After all, a big part of weddings is the bride taking stock of the relationships in her life. On the other hand, don’t throw the sister into the mix without clearing it with the bride first—you don’t want the fallout from that landing solely on you.

Bachelors and Bachelorettes

Bachelorette parties are relatively recent phenomena, a feminist-era response to bachelor parties, which have a long history and reputation for being less-than-respectable affairs. We’ve all heard the tales. Joe Groom got so inebriated at his bachelor party that he ended up missing his wedding. Or Mr. Prince Charming had a fling with Ms. Exotic Dancer who was hired to entertain the guests at his testosterone-fueled blast.

Women no longer feel the need to sit home and count the days, hours, and minutes until they walk down the aisle. They’re looking for a little fun, and—darn it—they’re going to find some. In fact, bachelorette parties can get just as wild and crazy. But does this mean that a bachelorette party must adhere to those same standards? Not at all.

Girls, Girls, Girls

The great thing about bachelorette parties being a somewhat recent invention is that there’s less tradition to depend on and refer to, so women are forging ahead and blazing their own bachelorette trails.
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A bachelorette party is all about women doing what they’re comfortable with—it shouldn’t be seen as a battle of the sexes to see which gender can do the wildest, and often dumbest, things. Any party that has such a competition as its foundation is bound to end up getting out of hand, and fast!



Bachelorettes shouldn’t even attempt to be carbon copies of bachelor parties. This is strictly a woman thing, and should be celebrated as such. Some things you may want to have on hand that will clearly designate this as a girls’ night include a gaudy, fake veil for the bride to wear; garish pillbox hats for the bridesmaids; and pictures or embarrassing stories about the bride. You can bet the groom and his friends won’t be engaging in such fun silliness at the bachelor party.

There’s no denying that female friendships are some of the most enduring and strongest relationships in a woman’s life. A bachelorette party acknowledges the fact that although the bride may only have eyes for her groom, real life continues to swirl around her. Unfortunately, some brides lose touch with their girlfriends as soon as they snag the engagement ring. A bachelorette party is just the thing to mend any bridges that may have fallen into disrepair over the engagement period.

Do It Your Own Way

Women tend to think of bachelorette parties as more of a time to connect with their female friends before the wedding, and not so much as a last opportunity to get cozy with another man. That’s not to say that a half-naked male dancer won’t be included—but it’s safe to assume he will be kept at arm’s length.

Nancy, who was married last year, commented on her bachelorette party and compared it to her husband, Steve’s, bachelor bash: “My bachelorette party consisted of twelve girls. We went out, cruising bars in a limo, getting drunk and silly. We went to a dance club and screamed at the male dancers, but the whole time we were giggling and so far removed from the sexuality of the place … we could have been on the street, and we would have acted the same way. It was about us feeding off each other and acting crazy.

“Steve’s friends, meanwhile, took him to a strip joint—where they spent the entire evening. They got drunk, they paid for lap dances, and they basically spent the night looking at naked women—up close and very personally. I was so offended and hurt, I cried for days. How could he do that when we were getting married in two weeks?”

Dealing with the Party-Pooper Groom

Some grooms are just not all that supportive of the bachelorette party. This is especially curious when the groom is planning on indulging in a traditional bachelor party, complete with multiple kegs and breasts galore.
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If you find yourself in a similar situation, remember: It’s not up to you to judge the relationship between the betrothed couple. In fact, their relationship is strictly off limits to your comments.



Even when the bride comes weeping to you about how unfair her fiancé can be, zip that lip. You can always be supportive of her and give her some sympathy, but you should never, ever call him names or offer your own insights into his personality. You’re playing a dangerous game of Monkey in the Middle, and you’re about to find out who the monkey is.

Regardless of your feelings about the groom, she has chosen him for her life partner, and if she doesn’t want to rock the boat, don’t rock it for her. Following that logic, you should leave it up to the bride to decide if she wants a wild bash, a quiet gathering, or any bachelorette party at all. This is always the bride’s decision, but in this situation, it’s extremely important for you to follow her wishes to the letter.

If she wants one stripper, don’t hire three. If she doesn’t want fake penises decorating her party, don’t buy them. Again, this is all common sense, but you’re wading in potentially treacherous waters here.

Now, if she’s determined to have the bachelorette party many women imagine, complete with flowing alcohol, phallic decorations, and sweaty, writhing male dancers, that’s her prerogative. You are considerably less responsible for any friction that will result when the overprotective groom hears about it, though you will probably bear the brunt of any accusations and anger the groom expresses after the fact.

Just like so many other planning pitfalls, you could very well run into a very sticky situation here. What if, for example, your brother is the jealous groom? Or what if the groom is your best male friend and the bride, who is your best female friend, wants a bachelorette party he won’t sanction? What is a hostess to do?

No, crying is not the answer. You basically have two choices here. You can bow out as hostess, or you can be the hostess who incurs the groom’s wrath. Neither choice looks very attractive from this angle, but unfortunately, this is reality. You have to weigh the options and decide whom you would rather have a little angry with you—the bride or the groom.


[image: ] FACT

The whole industry of bachelor and bachelorette parties is steeped in sex. For example, an Internet search for bachelorette information turns up Web site after Web site laden with sex toys, sex games, and snacks in the shape of male genitalia. Maybe this is exactly what you’re after; maybe it’s not.



A Word of Warning

It would be unrealistic to think that bachelorette parties are filled with wholesome activities, though some are completely innocent affairs. It’s an occasion where the bride gets to let loose and have fun with the girls. Just make sure that what you’re planning fits in with what you’re willing to take responsibility for. You are the hostess, and this party will reflect on you. Just because men sometimes feel the need to make unintelligent choices about bachelor party activities doesn’t mean women have to follow suit.

If the bride-to-be is bound and determined to match the traditional male revelry—that is, she’s looking for a “last fling”—and you’re aware of this, have a heart-to-heart chat with her. Not only will the results be disastrous, but as the hostess of this event, you’ll be smack dab in the middle of the trouble when it hits. (And it will hit.) That’s where the fun ends.

Stick to Good, Clean Fun

Bachelor and/or bachelorette parties can easily make the transition from harmless fun to offensive, hurtful actions, whether intended or not. Where that line is drawn is up to the bride and groom. Your job as the hostess is to keep the party on the correct side of the line.

If you’re having trouble assessing the appropriateness of a situation you find yourself in, ask yourself: Is this something that is totally out of character for the bride? Is this something you’re completely uncomfortable with? Even if you are the only sober one with any thought capabilities at this point, don’t just follow the crowd. Speak up.
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