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CHAPTER 1 Waffle Fever!
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SNIFF! SMELL! SMILE!

Eugene’s Awesome-Sense was tingling. But he wasn’t smelling danger. He wasn’t even sensing it. This was not a job for Captain Awesome.

It was waffles! Melted butter! The power of maple syrup!

“This is a job for me!” Eugene yelled. “Here comes the one and only Breakfast Devourer!”

Eugene threw back his Super Dude blanket and leaped from his bed. He changed out of his Super Dude pajamas and slipped into his Super Dude sneakers. He shot out of his bedroom like a missile from Missile Master’s missile blaster in Super Dude No. 229.
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Who is Super Dude, you ask? Super Dude is the greatest superhero ever! He’s the star of Super Dude comic books, TV shows, movies, and supercool clothes, too. Most importantly, he’s Eugene’s inspiration. With his best friends, Sally and Charlie, they formed the epic Sunnyview Superhero Squad.
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“Hi, Mom!” Eugene said as he slid into his seat at the kitchen table. “Waffle me!”

“Waffles up!” Eugene’s mom beamed. She set down a plate on the table with two round waffles.

Eugene took in a big whiff of waffle air. He stuffed a double-size bite into his mouth. “They taste even better than they smell.”

Eugene’s mom set down a plate of bacon. “And just for you, my little angel,” she said. “Your favorite!”

[image: Image]

“BACON!” Eugene cheered.

That’s when Eugene’s Awesome-Sense went off again, even stronger than before. Little angel?

Waffles… and bacon? His mom was up to something.

“Am I supposed to go to the dentist today?” he asked, suspicious.

“Why no, dear. Not the dentist.” She paused. It was the kind of pause a mom makes when she’s getting ready to tell you something terrible. Was broccoli on sale? Were they having cucumber-and-liver sandwiches for dinner?
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“However, we’ve been invited to the Perriwinkles’ wedding! Isn’t that exciting?” Eugene’s mom asked.
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“Wait. What? A wedding?!” Eugene exclaimed. “And who are the Perristinkles?”

“The Perriwinkles,” his mom corrected him. “They’re old family friends, and one of them is getting married!”

Eugene frowned. “Ugh, weddings are gross! They’re so lovey-dovey.”

“There’s also a dance floor,” Eugene’s mom pointed out.

Eugene was still frowning.

“But I forgot the best part,” his mom continued. “There will be a huge cake with lots of icing!”

“You mean I have to go too?!” Not even the delicious waffles could save Eugene now.

His mom waved a fancy envelope with ribbons and lace in front of his face. “The invitation arrived a bit late, so we’ll have to get you a new suit right away. The wedding is this weekend.”
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Eugene froze. “The. Wedding. Is. This. Weekend?”

“Won’t that be fun?” His mom smiled.

“That’s the opposite of fun, Mom,” Eugene said. “Charlie and Sally and I were going to have a Super Dude reading party this weekend!”

“A what?”

“Super Dude’s new Ultra-Mega Edition came out this week. There’s stickers, a poster, and a Super Dude mini-figure. A mini-figure, Mom!”
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Eugene’s mom grabbed her purse. “Well, your Super Dude reading party will have to wait until the Perriwinkles’ ultra-mega wedding is over. Now, let’s get you a suit!”

Eugene sighed. He took the last bite of his waffle. As he left, he grabbed the extra waffle sitting on the kitchen counter and stuffed it in his backpack. If he was trying on a suit (ugh!) for a wedding (ugh!), he was going to need lots of waffle energy.
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