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THE PISTOL


ARGENTINA


BERSA MODEL 383A


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: double action, semi-automatic


Origin: FabricaRamos Mejia, Argentina


Caliber: .380 ACP


Barrel Length: 3.5in


[image: Image]


This small semi-automatic pistol was produced by the Argentinean firm of Ramos Mejia in three versions. The Model 323 was a single-action .32 ACP caliber, while the Models 383 and 383A (shown here) were .380 ACP caliber, single- and double-action, respectively. All had a 3.5in barrel with fixed sights and a seven-round, detachable box magazine.


HAFDASA ARMY MODEL 1927


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: HAFDASA, Argentina


Caliber: .45 ACP


Barrel Length: 5in
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HAFDASA (Hispano-Argentina Fabricas de Automoviles SA) was established in the early 1930s to manufacture a version of the .45in Colt M1911A1 semi-automatic for the Argentine Army. For unexplained reasons the company went out of business after only a few years.


BALLESTER-MOLINA SEMI-AUTOMATIC


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: Semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Ballester-Molina, Argentina


Caliber: .45 ACP


Barrel Length: 5in
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Ballester-Molina took over production of this pistol from HAFDASA (see previous entry) and made a few minor changes to the design. These included a marginally longer slide and a butt sized for a slightly smaller hand. The only visual distinction between the HAFDASA and Ballester-Molina weapons is that the former has the standard Colt regular finger grips on the slide, whereas those on the latter are irregularly spaced. A small number of Ballester-Molinas were purchased by the British early in World War two and were issued to various clandestine organisations.


AUSTRIA


GLOCK MODEL 21


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Glock AG, Deutsch-Wagram, Austria


Caliber: .45 ACP


Barrel Length: 4.6in
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The Glock company was established in 1963 and for twenty years produced minor items of military hardware such as knives and entrenching tools. In 1983, however, it won a competition for a totally new design of 9mm automatic pistol for the Austrian army with its 9mm Glock 17 pistol and it has enjoyed much success ever since. The pistol gained some notoriety as a ‘plastic’ pistol, undetectable by security screening devices. This was uninformed rubbish – some 40 percent of the weapon is made from plastic materials, but there remains enough metal in the critical parts, such as the slide and barrel, that any X-Ray or magnetic screening devise will detect it. The Models 20 and 21 are identical in design except that the former is chambered for the 10mm Auto round and the latter for the .45in ACP round. The Model 21 shown here has a 13-round magazine and weighs approximately 25.25oz.


GLOCK MODEL 22


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Glock AG, Deutsch-Wagram, Austria


Caliber: .40 S&W


Barrel Length: 4.5in
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The original Glock pistol was the Model 17 which was chambered for the 9mm Parabellum round. The Model 17 entered the market in 1985 and in 1990 the company introduced the Model 22, which is virtually identical to the Model 17, but chambered for the 0.40 S&W round. It is very slightly larger and heavier than the Model 17 and has a 15-round magazine.


GLOCK MODEL 34


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Glock AG, Deutsch-Wagram, Austria


Caliber: 9 × 19mm


Barrel Length: 5.3in
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The Glock 34 is chambered for the 9 × 19mm round, has an overall length of 8.2in and the magazine holds ten rounds. The weapon shown here has fixed front and rear sights, but adjustable sights can be fitted, if required. Like the others in the Glock range, the Glock 34 can be fitted with Meprolight or Trijicon night sights.


MANNLICHER MODEL 1905


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Mannlicher, Austria-Hungary


Caliber: 7.63mm Mannlicher


Barrel Length: 4.62in
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This was the last of the Mannlicher series of automatic pistol designs, and was a short barrel weapon, chambered to fire the 7.63mm Mannlicher cartridge. Essentially an improved Model 1901, several thousand were manufactured at the Österreichische Waffenfabrik Gesellschaft at Steyr for the civilian market and a small number of the Argentine government, but all production had ceased by 1910.


ÖWA AUTOMATIC PISTOL


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Österreichische Werke Anstalt, Austria


Caliber: 6.35mm Auto


Barrel Length: 1.97in
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This small automatic pistol was manufactured in some numbers in the early 1920s by the Österreichische Werke Anstalt (Austrian Works establishment) always abbreviated to ÖWA, as seen on the butt of the weapon in the picture. The weapon operated on a unique, patented system, with a separate slide and breechblock, with a hammer, mounted in the frame, which rises through the slotted rear portion of the block to hit the firing pin, forcing it forward to fire the round. The weapon was 4.7in long, weighed (unloaded) 14.5oz and had a six-round box magazine.


ROTH-STEYR M 1907


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Österreichische Waffenfabrik, Steyr, Austria


Caliber: 8 × 18.5mm Roth


Barrel Length: 5in
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This pistol entered service with the Austro-Hungarian army in 1907 – the first time a major power had adopted a self-loading pistol. Unusually in a pistol, the Roth-Steyr fires from a locked bolt, and when fired the bolt and barrel recoil together within the hollow receiver. The barrel actually rotates through ninety degrees before unlocking and beginning the extraction/reloading cycle. The 10-shot magazine is fixed, and has to be reloaded through the open breech using a charger clip.
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STEYR M 1912


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Österreichische Waffenfabrik, Steyr, Austria


Caliber: 9 × 23mm Steyr


Barrel Length: 5in
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The M 1907 was issued mainly to the Austrian cavalry, but the rest of the army was given the later M 1912. The barrel still rotated, but the receiver was now a moving slide, closer in concept to today’s automatics. The magazine was still an integral fixed box, holding up to 8 of the powerful 9mm cartridge.


BROWNING MODEL 10/71


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Fabrique Nationale, Herstal, Belgium


Caliber: .38


Barrel Length: 4.5in
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The FN/Browning Model 1910 differed from earlier designs in having the return spring wrapped around the barrel and held in place by a muzzle collar. This results in a more “curvy” design, in contrast to the Browning HP and Baby which were very slab-sided. It was chambered for 7.65mm Auto or 9mm Short and proved very popular, both with police forces and on the civilian market. In the early 1920s, FN received a contract from Serbia for 60,000 pistols, which they met with a modified version designated the Model 1910/22, which had a longer barrel and an eight-round magazine housed in a lengthened grip. This proved a very durable design and was adopted by many armed forces, including the German army during World War Two, which designated it the Pistole 626(b). The design was resurrected after the war, being produced from 1950 to 1959, still under the designation Model 1910/22. The second time was in the 1970s when a number were produced as the Model 1910/71, as seen here, with a 4.5in barrel and both fore and backsights, and firing the .380 round.


BROWNING HI POWER


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Fabrique Nationale, Herstal, Belgium


Caliber: 9mm


Barrel Length: 4.75in
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John Browning worked on this design from 1914 until his death in 1926, and it is a logical development of the M1911, which he had designed when working with Colt. After his death FN, Herstal continued to work on the project and, following a number of modifications, it entered production in 1935. Since then it has been adopted by many armed forces, and has also sold well on the civilian market. There were many versions, including one with a combined holster/stock of the type found on the original Mausers. When the Germans overran Belgium in 1940 some FN engineers escaped to Britain with the drawings and in 1942 they were sent onwards to Canada, where the Inglis factory undertook production for the Allies. Meanwhile, production continued at Herstal for the German Wehrmacht under the designation Pistole Modell 640(b) and carrying the factory code “ch.” Following the German defeat, manufacture continued at the FN factory and the weapon was also put on the civil market as the “High Power.”


A crucial development was the adoption of the weapon in 1954 by the British army who designated it “Pistol, 9mm, Browning, Mk1*” and it has served with over fifty armies since. Illustrated here are just three of the many dozens of varieties of this great weapon.


The standard civilian model shows the basic shape, the only difference from the military models is that it has walnut, as opposed to plastic, grips.
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The Capitan model, introduced in 1993, added tangent rear sights and other minor modifications.


FN-BROWNING MODEL 49


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: police/civilian semi-automatic pistol


Origin: FN Herstal, Belgium


Caliber: 9mm


Barrel Length: 4.25in
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This weapon, introduced in 2000, is built for police (16 rounds) or civil use (10 rounds) and is available chambered for either .40 S&W or 9mm Parabellum ammunition. The frame is made of polymer and the slide of steel, which can be either black-coated or stainless steel (as seen here). Sights are fixed and marked with white dots.


ROBAR JIEFFECO (2) SAP


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Robar et Cie, Liege, Belgium


Caliber: .25in


Barrel Length: 3.5in
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The patent for this design was owned by a Belgian firm named Janssen et Fiels Compagnie, which was abbreviated to J.F. Co, and then expanded, apparently for the U.S. market, to Jieffeco. The original pistol, the Jieffeco (1), was marketed immediately prior to World War One, and was available in 7.65mm and 6.35mm versions. After the war, production was restarted and marketed in the U.S. by the Davis-Warner Arms Corporation of New York City. This new weapon, chambered for the 0.25in round, was known either as the Jieffeco (2) or the New Model Melior. Davis-Warner went out of business in the late 1920s and the pistol was no longer imported.


ROBAR LIEGOISE MELIOR


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Robar et Cie, Liege, Belgium


Caliber: .380in


Barrel Length: 3.5in
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The Melior pistol was essentially a variant of the Jieffeco (2), chambered for the .380in round for the U.S. market.


NAGANT ROLLING-BLOCK PISTOL


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: single-round pistol


Origin: Fabrique d’Armes E&L Nagant, Liege, Belgium


Caliber: 9mm


Barrel Length: 5.5in


[image: Image]


The Belgian firm of Nagant, founded in 1859, made weapons fitted with the Remington rolling-block under license, the first of which was a somewhat ungainly double-barreled pistol for the Belgian gendarmerie (military police). The company also produced this, equally ungainly, single barrel version.


PIEPER BAYARD MODEL 1908


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Henri Pieper et Cie Nagant, Liege, Belgium


Caliber: .380in


Barrel Length: 2in
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Chevalier de Bayard (1475–1524) was a French knight and national hero who was renowned for his bravery and his personal qualities, and his name was taken as a trademark for a series of pistols produced by the Belgian firm of Henry Pieper, based on the patents of a M. Clarus. The Clarus action involved a unique hammer and sear system, and it was claimed that it was these features that made it possible for such a small pistol (length 4.92in; weight 16.6oz) to fire such a large round. This picture shows the Model 1908, the first in the line.


PIEPER BAYARD MODEL 1912


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Anciennes Établisements Pieper, Herstal-lèz-Liege, Belgium


Caliber: 6.35mm Auto


Barrel Length: 2.2in


[image: Image]


A further model in the Bayard series, the Model 1912 was chambered for 6.35mm and was marginally small (length 4.8in) and lighter (12oz) than its predecessors. It remained in production until 1914, when production ceased due to the German invasion, but restarted in 1919. On all pistols bearing this name there is an engraving of a medieval knight on the left side of the weapon.


BELGIAN DOUBLE BARREL


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: double-barrel percussion pistol


Origin: unknown Belgium gunsmith


Caliber: .40


Barrel Length: 2.63in
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Muzzle-loading pistols were too slow to reload in action so the double-barreled weapon gave the firer a second chance at an adversary. Such “pocket” pistols were produced in large quantities by Belgian gunsmiths in the early 19th century and this is one of the better quality weapons to survive. The pistol is some 6.5in long and weighs 12oz, enabling it to be carried in one of the capacious pockets of coats then in style.


(PIEPER) BERGMANN BAYARD MODEL 1910


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Anciens Établissments Pieper, Liege, Belgium


Caliber: 9mm


Barrel Length: 4in
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The German company, Bergmann, won an order for their Mars pistol from the Spanish Army, which was to have been manufactured by another German company, Schilling, based at Suhl. When the latter withdrew, Bergmann negotiated a production deal with Pieper of Belgium who then fulfilled the Spanish contract with a slightly modified weapon, now designated the Bergmann-Bayard Model 1908 (Bayard was Pieper’s trade name). Shortly afterwards, Pieper won a pistol contract from the Danish Army; these weapons, although virtually identical to the Model 1908, were designated the Model 1910.
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BRAZIL


TAURUS MODEL PT-99AF


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Taurus International, Porta Alegre, Brazil


Caliber: 9mm


Barrel Length: 5in


[image: Image]


Taurus is a Brazilian arms manufacturer that has been in business since 1889. The PT-99 was based on the earlier PT092 and weighs 34oz with a 15-round magazine. It has a fully adjustable, three-dot rear sight and is chambered for the 9mm round.


TAURUS MODEL PT-111


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Taurus International, Porta Allegre, Brazil


Caliber: 9mm


Barrel Length: 3.3in
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The neat and business-like PT-111 was introduced in 1997. It operates on a double-action only system and has a 3.3in barrel firing 9mm rounds. It has a polymer frame, with a ten-round magazine housed in the butt. It weighs about 16oz.


TAURUS MODEL PT-908


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Taurus International, Porta Allegre, Brazil


Caliber: 9mm


Barrel Length: 3.8in
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The Taurus PT-908 is a semi-automatic, double-action only weapon, chambered for the 9mm Parabellum cartridge; eight rounds are carried in the magazine. It is fitted with a fixed foresight and a 3-dot rear sight, which can be adjusted for drift.


CHINA (PRC)


NORINCO TYPE 51 (TT1933)


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: NORINCO, PRC


Caliber: 7.62mm


Barrel Length: 3.5in


[image: Image]


The Russian weapon designer, Fedor Tokarev, was working at the Tula Arsenal in the USSR when he designed his famous pistol, which was chambered for the 7.63mm Mauser cartridge. This was adopted by the Red Army under the designation Tula Tokarev Model 1933 (TT1933) and was immediately placed in large volume production (see below). The TT1933 was also manufactured in Hungary (Model 1948) and in the People’s Republic of China (as seen here) as the Type 51.


NORINCO TYPE 54


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: NORINCO, PRC


Caliber: 7.62mm


Barrel Length: 4.5in
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As described in the previous entry, the Tokarev TT1933 was produced in Hungary. In the late 1950s the Hungarian government arsenal at Fegyvergyan, Budapest, developed an improved version for the Egyptian police, designated the Tokagypt 58. This had various modifications including a positive safety, wrap-around stocks and was chambered for the 9mm Luger cartridge. This was a distinct improvement and was immediately also adopted by the PRC, who placed it in production as the Type 54, superseding their earlier Type 51.


NORINCO TYPE 59


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: NORINCO, PRC


Caliber: 9mm Makarov


Barrel Length: 3.75in


[image: Image]


This is a copy of the Soviet Pistolet Makarov (PM), which is chambered for the standard Makarov 9mm cartridge, which is known in the PRC as the Type 59 round. The Type 59 is 6.3in long and has an empty weight of 23oz. The detachable box carries a maximum of eight rounds.


CONTINENTAL


CONTINENTAL WEAPONS


The word “continental” in weapons terms almost always means that a firearm is known to have been made somewhere in continental Europe (as opposed to the U.K. or U.S.), but that, despite extensive research, neither the precise gunsmith nor the country of origin can be established. Quite why gunsmiths should have been so reluctant to put their names on their products is not clear but the fact is that many didn’t, and many thousands of such weapons still exist, as shown by these three pistols.
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This percussion pistol is typical of weapons produced in Belgium in the late 18th and early 19th centuries, but the only marking on it is the serial number “14.” It is a very simple weapon with a 3.63in barrel, firing a .52 ball.
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This flintlock pistol does not have any maker’s or proof marks, either, although both sides of the metalwork carry elaborate engravings. Note the very short barrel, which is only 1.63in long and of .50 caliber.
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A smaller flintlock pistol, this one similarly lacks any form of marking and the purist collector will note that while the barrel and body are original, a number of parts, including the ramrod and main spring are replacements.
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Ceska Zbrojovka CZ 1927


CESKA ZBROJOVKA CZ 1938/39


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Ceska Zbrojovka, Strakonitz, Czechoslovakia.


Caliber: 9mm


Barrel Length: 4.65in


[image: Image]


First entering service in 1938, this pistol was designed to be simple to use and quick to get into action. As such it had no safety device and didn’t need any cocking operation. Once a round was chambered, the mechanism was double-action only, the user simply pulling the trigger to fire. Unfortunately it was a clumsy handful with no safety mechanism, while heavy trigger pressure made accurate shooting difficult. Another unusual feature is that access to the mechanism and barrel is by hinging the whole barrel and slide upward around a pivot under the muzzle.


DUSEK “DUO” PISTOL


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: F. Dusek, Opocno, Czechoslovakia.


Caliber: 6.35mm


Barrel Length: 2.25in
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The Dusek factory manufactured weapons from the mid-1920s to 1948, when the newly-installed Communist government transferred its facilities to the state-owned Ceska Zbrojovka (CZ) factory. The “Duo” was marketed from 1926 onwards and was quite successful, being sold all over the world; it remained in production until 1949. Chambered for the 6.35mm cartridge and with a blowback operation, its design was based on that of the 1906-pattern Browning.


FRANCE


FLOBERT TIP-UP PISTOL
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In the 1840s a Frenchman named Rene Flobert invented a new type of cartridge which consisted of a case whose base contained a percussion cap with a rim of primer compound; the mouth of the case contained a round lead ball and was lightly crimped to hold the ball in place. The primer compound was sufficiently powerful to propel the round over short distances for target shooting, but propellant was later added to increase the range. These cartridges were so successful and their use became so widespread that they became known simply as “floberts.”


Flobert also designed and manufactured rifles and pistols to use his cartridge, which were available in 4mm (approximately 16 gage) upwards. The two pistols we show were produced at his factory. Both are .22in caliber and their barrel lengths are 9.25in and 7.9in.


ST ETIENNE MODEL 1822 PERCUSSION CONVERSION


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: percussion conversion


Origin: National Arsenal, St. Etienne, France


Caliber: .70


Barrel Length: 8in
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When the percussion mechanism became widely accepted, many older flintlock weapons were converted to this way of firing, either by their original makers or by independent gunsmiths. Shown here is a pistol originally made as a Model 1822 flintlock at the St Etienne arsenal, but subsequently converted by an unknown hand to the percussion method. It’s a large military-caliber pistol with a part-octagonal barrel, an unusually, no ram appears to have been fitted.


MAB MODEL A


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Manufacture d’Armes de Bayonne, France (MAB)


Caliber: .25 ACP


Barrel Length: 2in
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MAB was established in 1921 and produced a number of successful pistols until it was forced to close in the mid-1980s. The Model A, shown here, was the first to be produced. It was chambered for the 6.35mm cartridge and, like so many automatics of that period, was based on the 1906 Browning. The weapon pictured here has grips bearing the logo of the U.S. importer, WAC, but the logo for models not intended for the U.S. market was the parent company’s “MAB.”


MAB MODEL D 1933


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Manufacture d’Armes de Bayonne, France (MAB)


Caliber: 7.65mm


Barrel Length: 3.2in
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Another MAB pistol based on the Browning, this one was first issued as the Model C, in 1933, and used a simple unlocked blowback operating cycle. The butt and grip were soon redesigned and the pistol renamed Model D. In this form it turned out to be a successful compact pistol, and remained in production until 1988.


MAPF MIKROS


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Manufacture d’Armes de Pyrénées Françaises, Hendaye, France (MAPF)


Caliber: .25 ACP


Barrel Length: 2in
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MAPF was established in 1923 to manufacture rifles and automatic pistols and up to 1939 it concentrated on the French military and police market, although numbers were also sold on the civilian market. The weapons were given model names rather than numbers and the Mikros was manufactured between 1934 and 1939. The design was based closely on that of the Walther Model 9 and most were chambered for the 6.35mm cartridge (seen here) although some were chambered for the more powerful 7.35mm round.


GERMANY


BORCHARDT PISTOL


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol/carbine


Origin: Hugo Borchardt and Loewe & Cie, Berlin


Caliber: 7.65mm


Barrel Length: 6.5in
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Hugo Borchardt designed this complex weapon in 1893 using similar principles to those devised by Maxim in his machine gun. When a round was chambered, the barrel and breech were held together by a straight locking piece (with a pivoting joint in the centre) behind the breech. When fired, the barrel, breech and lock recoiled together until lugs in the receiver pushed a central pivot joint in the locking piece upwards, causing it to bend rather like a knee. The barrel stopped, while the breechblock was now able to continue to the rear, extracting the empty case. A powerful spring forced the barrel and breechblock forward, picking up the next round from the top of the magazine and loading it into the chamber. As they reached the firing position, the locking piece snapped back straight, holding the breech block in place.


The pistol was large and rather clumsy to use, and was normally seen with the combined wooden stock/holster as seen here. It was also expensive and complex to make. However, it was one of the first reasonable successful semi-automatic pistols, and the design concepts were developed further to make the outstanding Luger series (see below).


BSW PROTOTYPE


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Berlin-Suhler Waffen und Fahrrad Fabrik (BSW), Berlin


Caliber: 9mm


Barrel Length: 5in
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This pistol was one of a number of designs submitted to the German army in the late 1930s as a replacement for the Luger. It was designed and made by the Berlin-Suhler Waffen und Fahrrad Fabrik (Berlin/Suhl Weapons and Bicycle Factory; BSW). The weapon had a neat appearance and was well made, but it was too complicated for service use and never got beyond the prototype stage.


DREYSE 6.35MM MODEL 1907


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Rheinmetall, Sömmerda, Germany


Caliber: 6.35mm


Barrel Length: 2in
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The German company Rheinmetall purchased the assets of the failing gunsmith Dreyse Waffenfabrik in 1901 but continued to produce weapons under the original name for some years. One of these was the 6.35mm Model 1907; there was also an unrelated 7.65mm Model 1907. The overall design of the weapon was similar to that of the 1906 Browning (but without the grip safety) but the famous designer Louis Schmeisser devised a novel method of assembly, for which he took out a patent. Note that the weapon shown here has the word “Dreyse” on the side, with the Rheinmetall logo at the head of the grip.


HECKLER & KOCH USP


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Heckler & Koch, Oberndorf


Caliber: .45


Barrel Length: 4.4in
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Heckler & Koch established themselves in Oberdorf-Neckar after World War Two, and began producing weapons as soon as they were permitted. The company has created a reputation for high-quality products, and weapons such as the G3 rifle and MP-5 sub-machine gun have been world-beaters in their respective fields. H & K have also developed a line of semi-automatic pistols for police and military markets. These include the P7, a neat series of compact blowback weapons in various calibers and sizes; the 1972-vintage P9 double-action pistol used by many police and para-military forces, and the unusual VP-70, with its plastic holster/extension stock and three-round burst fire option.


The USP (Universal Self-loading Pistol) shown here is another intended for police and military requirements. Initially chambered for the .40 S&W round, it has since been adapted to fire 9mm Parabellum and .45 ACP. The design is modular, allowing users to choose from a wide range of magazine, action, safety and sighting options. Much of the frame is made from polymer plastics, although underneath it uses a locked-breech mechanism derived from Browning’s designs. The full-size pistol holds up to 10 rounds, while the smaller USP Compact only carries 8. U.S. Special Operations Command ordered a modified version, complete with laserpoint sight and screw-on suppressor, and known as the “Pistol Mark 23 Mod 0.”


DWM LUGER MODEL 1900 US


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Deutsche Waffen und Munitionsfabriken, Erfurt, Germany


Caliber: 7.65mm Luger


Barrel Length: 4.75in
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This exceptionally clear picture shows one of the 1,000 Model 1900 Lugers sent for trials by the U.S. army. An American eagle device is stamped above the chamber and a grip safety incorporated. These weapons were issued to the U.S. Cavalry for field trials, but no order was ever placed. This particular weapon obviously remained in service after the trials, as it comes complete with a Model 1910 Officer’s Garrison Belt, an unusual left-handed leather, russet-colored leather holster and a pouch for four magazines.


DWM COMMERCIAL MODEL 1900


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Deutsche Waffen und Munitionsfabriken, Erfurt, Germany


Caliber: 7.65mm Luger


Barrel Length: 4.75in
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The first Lugers were produced in 1899/1900 in a successful bid to win a contract for the Swiss Army and although DWM clearly saw the military market as potentially the most profitable, a number of weapons were produced for the civil market as the Model 1900 Commercial. This beautifully preserved specimen has the serial number 4907 and has the DWM crest on the toggle and the word “Germany” below the serial number. There is no crest above the chamber.


DWM MODEL 1902 COMMERCIAL “AMERICAN EAGLE”


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Deutsche Waffen und Munitionsfabriken, Erfurt, Germany


Caliber: 9mm Parabellum


Barrel Length: 4in
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As explained in the introduction, Georg Luger designed a new cartridge for his pistol – the 9mmm Parabellum round – which was introduced from about 1902 onwards. This model was intended for the U.S. civil market and had an American eagle engraved above the chamber. The barrel was some 0.75in shorter than on other Lugers, leading to the nickname which is occasionally applied of “the Fat Barrel Luger.”
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DWM MODEL 1906 NAVY 1ST ISSUE


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Deutsche Waffen und Munitionsfabriken, Erfurt, Germany


Caliber: 9mm Parabellum


Barrel Length: 6in
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DWM won its first domestic contract in 1904 when the Reichsmarineamt (Imperial naval office) ordered some 1,500 Navy Model 1904, known in German as the Pistole Marine-Model 1904, System Borchardt-Luger. This was followed by a further order for some 12,000 of the Navy Model 1906, which incorporated changes to the spring and the safety lever, as well as a two position rear sight, which could be set to either 100m and (rather optimistically) to 200m.
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The original version of the Model 1906 Navy was designed so that the safety lever was at “safe” (gesichert) in the upper position and this became known as “1st Issue Unaltered.” A number of these were modified in service so that the safety lever was at “safe” in the lowered position (Model 1906 1st Issue Altered) while a further batch was manufactured with the change already incorporated (Model 1906 2nd Issue).


DWM PARABELLUM M 1908


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Deutsche Waffen und Munitionsfabriken, Erfurt, Germany


Caliber: 9mm Parabellum


Barrel Length: 4in
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The M 1908 took the best aspects of the Model 1906, and was adopted by the army to become one of the best-known pistols of all time. It was known as the “9mm Selbstladepistole 1908” which was initially shortened to “Pistole 1908” and finally to “P.08.” Many other countries bought the Luger, and it served with distinction during World War One. The Luger was put back into production as son as possible after the war, and was to serve once more in large quantities during


DWM LONG MODEL 1918 REISSUED TO WEIMAR NAVY


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Deutsche Waffen und Munitionsfabriken, Erfurt, Germany


Caliber: 9mm Parabellum


Barrel Length: 8in
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This weapon is unusual for three reasons. It is a Langepistole 1908 (artillery model) but with a 1918 date of manufacture stamped atop the chamber and Imperial German proof marks stamped on the right side of the receiver. This year of manufacture is, in itself, unusual, but it is also rare that it should have survived the Allied occupation, since they had taken a major dislike to this weapon and destroyed a great number. Finally, the weapon has stamps to show that it was issued to the Reichsmarine, the name given to the reconstituted navy formed in 1921 under the Weimar Republic, and which served until 1935 when Hitler redesignated it the Kriegsmarine.


DWM MODEL 1920 CARBINE


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic carbine


Origin: Simson & Co, Suhl, Germany


Caliber: 9mm Parabellum


Barrel Length: 11.75in
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The first carbine version of the Luger was produced in 1902, but the version shown here is the Model 1920, produced by Simson & Co of Suhl, Germany, in the immediate aftermath of World War One. These carbines were built on P.08 weapons, but with a much longer barrel, ramped foresight, tangent backsight and other changes. This particular weapon has an American eagle over the chamber indicating that it was made for export. Note the grip safety.


MAUSER BYF-41 (LUGER P.08)


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic carbine


Origin: Mauser, Oberndorf, Germany


Caliber: 9mm Parabellum


Barrel Length: 3.9in
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DWM had been forbidden to manufacture guns by the Allies in 1919 and the production machinery was moved from Erfurt to the Simson factory at Suhl. In 1923, DWM, now part of a consortium which included Mauser and redesignated the Berlin Karlsruhe Industrie-Werke re-entered production, only to have all its Parabellum staff and machinery move to the Mauser works at Oberndorf in 1930. Mauser continued to manufacture Parabellums until 1942. In about 1939 all weapons factories were allocated production codes, which had to be stamped on their weapons; in Mauser’s case this was initially “42” but it then changed to “byf” which was followed by the last two digits of the calendar year. Thus, the “byf 41 Luger was produced by Mauser in 1941.


This particular weapon belonged to the adjutant to General Maximilian Fretter-Pico (1892–1984), who in March/April 1945 was the Commanding-General of Military District IX. Fretter-Pico and his adjutant were captured by troops of the U.S. army’s 1st Infantry Division, and both were relieved of their weapons by their American captors.


MAUSER MODEL 1896 (C/96)


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Waffenfabrik Mauser, Oberndorf, Germany


Caliber: 7.63mm Mauser


Barrel Length: 4.75in
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The Model 1896 (C/96) was the first in the line of “broomhandle” weapons. It operated on a short-recoil, blowback system, in which the barrel and bolt locked together to recoil for a very short distance, following which they unlocked, whereupon the barrel stopped while the bolt continued to travel towards the rear, cocking the hammer as it went. The return spring, located inside the bolt, was compressed until the recoil force died away, following which it drove the bolt forward again. The bolt picked up the next round, chambered it, and relocked itself to the barrel, at which point the weapon was ready for the next round to be fired. One picture shows a professionally refurbished Model 1896, while the other shows a Model 1896 with its matching stock fitted; this stock was hollow and doubled as the holster. These pictures also illustrate one of the minor differences in “broomhandle” weapons, which are of great importance to serious collectors; one example has a “small-hole hammer” whereas the other has the original “cone hammer.”
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VARIATIONS ON THE BROOMHANDLE THEME
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A number of models appeared with smooth sides, as here, but although the recesses were unnecessary from an engineering point of view they were visually preferable and were normally retained.
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It was common for arms dealers to “buy-in” foreign products which retained their original identity but were marked with the retailer’s name, as in this example which carries the name of “The Clyde Engineering Company.”
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During World War One some 150,000 Model 1896s were produced chambered for the 9mm Parabellum round. Other than in caliber, these were identical to the 7.63mm version, so a large figure “9” was cut into the butt and painted red. This particular weapon is one of that series, but has been reworked in the early 1920s for police use by having the barrel shortened and the rear sight removed.


MAUSER MODEL 1914


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Waffenfabrik Mauser, Oberndorf, Germany


Caliber: 7.65mm Auto


Barrel Length: 3.5in
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In 1914 Mauser introduced a new version of the Model 1910, slightly enlarged and chambered for the 7.65mm Auto round. The unusual shape of the slide, as shown in the right-hand picture, led to it being referred to as “the hunchback” model. The German army ordered a large number of these pistol in 1915 and production continued well into the 1930s.
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MAUSER MODEL 1910


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Waffenfabrik Mauser, Oberndorf, Germany


Caliber: 6.35mm Auto


Barrel Length: 3in
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Mauser introduced a totally new blowback pistol in 1909, chambered for the increasingly popular 9mm Parabellum round, but the weapon was not particularly successful. As a result, in the following year the company introduced a modified version chambered for the 6.35mm Auto (Browning) round, which proved much more popular, with some 60,000 being sold between 1910 and the outbreak of war in 1914. The weapon shown here bears a Portuguese marking.


MAUSER MODEL 1934


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Waffenfabrik Mauser, Oberndorf, Germany


Caliber: 7.65mm Auto


Barrel Length: 3.4in
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Introduced in the mid-1930s, this was essentially a tidied-up version of the M1914, the most noticeable changes being a somewhat more fully shaped grip and a polished nickel finish.
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MAUSER “BYF 42” (WALTHER P.38)


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Waffenfabrik Mauser, Oberndorf, Germany


Caliber: 9mm Parabellum


Barrel Length: 5in
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The enormous wartime expansion of the German armed forces was accompanied by a massive demand for weapons. One consequence was that Mauser undertook production of the Walther P.38, with the first weapons leaving the factory in mid-1942. This is one of those, as proved by the marking “byf 42” – the Mauser production code accompanied by the last two digits of the calendar year. The mark can be seen to the right of the “P38” on the body of the weapon.
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MAUSER (BYF 44) (WALTHER P.38)


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Waffenfabrik Mauser, Oberndorf, Germany


Caliber: 9mm Parabellum


Barrel Length: 5in
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Produced in 1944 this P.38 can only be distinguished from a Waltherbuilt version by the code “byf 44” stamped on the body. This particular weapon appears to have been initially issued to the police, but it was in military use when captured by Gerard P. Finn of Springfield, Virginia during the Battle of the Bulge in late 1944.


MAUSER WTP


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Waffenfabrik Mauser, Oberndorf, Germany


Caliber: 6.35mm Auto


Barrel Length: 2.4in
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The Westentaschenpistole (waistcoat pocket pistol or WTP) was designed following the end of World War One and entered production in 1921. It was a blowback design, carried six 6.35mm rounds, weighed 10.6oz and was a mere 4.0 in long. A slightly modified version appeared in 1938, but production ended in 1940.


MAUSER 9MM NICKL EXPERIMENTAL


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Waffenfabrik Mauser, Oberndorf, Germany


Caliber: 9mm Parabellum


Barrel Length: 3.44in
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Josef Nickl, an Austrian, worked in the production department of the Mauser factory from about 1912 to 1921, when he moved to Czechoslovakia. Apart from being a production engineer he was also interested in design, and a small number of pistols to his design were produced in 1916–17. This weapon was designed around the 9mm Kurz (Luger) round and featured a rotating barrel and a locked-breech mechanism on a Mauser Model 1912/14 frame. The weapon seems not to have found favour with Mauser (although the company took copyright of the design) and it was later licensed for production in Czechoslovakia as the vz.22 and vz.24.


MAUSER HSC


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Waffenfabrik Mauser, Oberndorf, Germany


Caliber: 7.65mm Auto


Barrel Length: 3.4in


[image: Image]


Faced in the 1930s with increasing competition in 7.65mm caliber from the Walther PP and PPK, Mauser developed a new weapon designated the Seblstspannerpistole mit Hahn (self-cocking pistol with hammer). When however, it appeared that this might infringe some Walther patents, the design was completely recast to produce the Hahnlos, Selbstladung Pistole Modelle a (hammerless, self-loading pistol, model a, or HSa). Initial trials led to modifications, resulting in the HSb, but yet further modifications were found necessary and the HSc finally entered production in 1940. Some 250,000 had been produced by May 1945, the main users being the Luftwaffe (air force), Kriegsmarine (navy) and police, although some were also sold commercially.


After the war, some 20,000 were completed from existing components for the French armed forces. Production restarted in 1970, but ended in Germany in the 1970s, when a production licence was granted to an Italian company.


MAUSER PROTOTYPE 0.45 SELF-LOADING PISTOL


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Waffenfabrik Mauser, Oberndorf, Germany


Caliber: .45


Barrel Length: 4.5in
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The completion details of this pistol are beyond doubt, as it is clearly stamped with the company’s name “WAFFENFABRIK MAUSER A.G. OBERNDORF a.N” and “KONSTRUKTIONSDATUM 17:2:1915.” (date of manufacture February 17, 1915). Other than that, however, its history is somewhat obscure. It is known that Mauser (and also Luger) produced a small number of prototype .45in caliber pistols in the years prior to World War One with the aim of breaking into the American market, at least one of which was tested (and rejected) by the U.S. army.


Work on this caliber would, of course, have been going on prior to the outbreak of war in August 1914 and the declaration of war between Germany and the United States did not take place until 1917, so Mauser may have still been hoping for a breakthrough when this pistol was made and it may even have been delivered there, as it came to light in a U.S. collection.


MENZ MODEL II


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Waffenfabrik August Menz, Suhl, Germany


Caliber: 7.65mm auto


Barrel Length: 2in
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Menz introduced a new small, blowback pistol in 1920, named, appropriately, the Lilliput. It was chambered for the unusual caliber of 4.25mm and although it proved a popular weapon Menz offered a 6.25mm Auto version in 1925, followed by a few in 7.65mm Auto. This more powerful round may have proved too much for the design, as the company then marketed a new, slightly larger version of the weapon chambered for the 6.35mm Auto, designated the Model II (seen here), with the caliber carefully marked in red on the grip.


ORTGIES SEMI-AUTOMATIC POCKET PISTOL


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Heinrich Ortgies & Co, Erfurt, Germany


Caliber: 7.65mm auto


Barrel Length: 3.4in
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Heinrich Ortgies returned to his native Germany in 1918 armed only with a patent for a new design of semiautomatic, blowback operated pistol. Despite the depressed and chaotic conditions in post-war Germany, he managed to put this into production and enjoyed such success that he was bought out by Deutsche Werke in 1921. The Ortgies pistol weighed some 22.6oz and had an eight-round box magazine housed in the butt. As produced by Ortgies, the pistol was available only in 7.65mm caliber, but Deutsche Werke introduced further models in 6.35mm and 9mm Short.
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RHEINMETALL PROTOTYPE 9MM


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Rheinmetall, Sömmerda, Germany


Caliber: 9mm Parabellum


Barrel Length: 4.4in
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The Rheinische Metalwaren und Maschinenfabrik (Rhine Metalware and Machine Factory; Rheinmetall) made several attempts in the 1920s and ’30s to develop a 9mm pistol for the rapidly expanding German armed forces. The first was an adaptation of the Dreyse 7.65mm described in the previous entry, but rechambered for 9mm, while the second was the totally new design shown here. This example is finished to a very high standard but has no serial number or proof marks, suggesting that it was a prototype. No order was ever received.


SAUER MODEL 1930


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: J.P. Sauer & Sohn, Erfurt and Eckenförde, Germany


Caliber: 7.65mm auto


Barrel Length: 3in
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The Sauer company produced firearms from 1751, but only became involved in pistols in 1900, producing various models under licensed. This led to their own design, the Sauer Model 1913, a 7.65mm weapon of which some 100,000 were manufactured. The company then developed the Model 1930, which was essentially a product-improved Model 1913, with detailed modifications resulting from some twenty years’ service.


This is the Behörden-Modell (official model), developed for the police market. Production of all versions of the Model 1930 ended in 1937.
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This picture shows a duralumin-framed version of this weapon.


SAUER MODEL 38-H


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: J.P. Sauer & Sohn, Erfurt and Eckenförde, Germany


Caliber: 7.65mm auto


Barrel Length: 3.270in
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Sauer produced a small 6.35mm pistol, designated the WTM (Westentasche Modelle (waistcoat-pocket model), from 1925 to 1939, but its major success came with the Model 38 and the later Model 38-H. There is some discussion over the meaning of the suffix “H”, which is taken to mean either Hahn, indicating that it was fitted with a hammer rather than a striker, or Heer, meaning that it was an army model. However, both Model 38 and 38-H were excellent handguns, being well made, reliable and accurate. There were five variations in the design, partly resulting from improvements, but also due to the war, as increasing shortages of time and materiel meant that the standard of finish became lower. The pictures show three variations. The first one we show is a standard Model 38-H in blue finish, with black plastic grips.
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This one was the personal weapon of Oberstgruppenführer und General der Waffen-SS Josef “Sepp” Dietrich, whose Waffen-SS rank was equivalent to colonel-general in the German army. This was in heavily-engraved silver finish with ivory grips and was “liberated” in Munich in 1945 by Sergeant Sever B. Lone of Company B, 179th Infantry, who took it back to the States, where it remained the property of his family for many years.


WALTHER MODEL 3


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Carl Walther, Zella-Mehlis, Germany


Caliber: 7.65mm auto


Barrel Length: 2.62in
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The Model 1 was followed by the Model 2, which was a simplified version of the first design, with a full-length slide and the recoil spring, which was concentric with the barrel, held in place by a prominent muzzle bush. This was followed in 1913 by the Model 3, seen here, which was enlarged to accommodate the 7.65mm cartridge. One surprising – and unwelcome – characteristic was that the ejection port was on the left side of the weapon, which meant that, for a right-handed firer, the empty cartridge case flew across the firer’s face. The recoil-spring retaining bush, which had been screwed on in the Model 2, was now retained by a bayonet joint, which engaged in locking-studs inside the frame.


WALTHER MODEL 4


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Carl Walther, Zella-Mehlis, Germany


Caliber: 7.65mm auto


Barrel Length: 3.35in
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Models 1 through 3 had a six-round magazine, but in the Model 4 this was increased to eight, necessitating a slightly longer butt. In addition, the barrel was lengthened as was the slide, although the left-side ejection slot was retained. This model was ordered in large numbers which were delivered between 1915 and 1918, with production continuing, albeit at a slower pace until 1923.


WALTHER MODEL 5


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Carl Walther, Zella-Mehlis, Germany


Caliber: 6.35mm auto


Barrel Length: 2in
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The Model 5 was not a successor to the Model 4, but a product-improved Model 2, firing the same 6.35mm round. It had six, as opposed to two, rifling grooves, and a fixed-notch rear sight, and was manufactured to higher tolerances. The actual weapon shown here is heavily engraved in an oakleaf pattern, with the name “H. PAULI” appearing on the left side.


WALTHER MODEL 6


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Carl Walther, Zella-Mehlis, Germany


Caliber: 9mm Parabellum


Barrel Length: 4.7in
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This seems to have been the Walther factory’s first attempt at a military pistol and was, in effect, an enlarged Model 4, chambered for the 9mm Parabellum round, and with the ejection slot moved to the right side. In the event, the 9mm round proved to be rather too powerful and the design was not accepted by the German armed forces. Some 1,000 were produced in 1916–17


WALTHER MODEL 7


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Carl Walther, Zella-Mehlis, Germany


Caliber: 6.35mm auto


Barrel Length: 3in
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The Model 7 was a 6.35mm version of the Model 4, but with a longer slide, shorter barrel and ejection, much more sensibly, to the right. The Model 7 was not procured by the military, but it became fashionable among staff officers, who had to buy them at their own expense on the commercial market.


WALTHER MODEL 8


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Carl Walther, Zella-Mehlis, Germany


Caliber: 6.35mm auto


Barrel Length: 2.8in
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The Model 8 was Walther’s first post-war pistol and its popularity can be gauged by the fact that some 250,000 were sold between 1920 and the end of production in 1943. It had a longer butt to house an eight-round magazine and an unusual feature was that the trigger guard served also as the stripping catch. Although the vast majority of those produced were in the conventional dull black finish, there were, as usual, some presentation models, such as the example seen here, with its elaborate engravings and ivory grips.


WALTHER MODEL 9


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Carl Walther, Zella-Mehlis, Germany


Caliber: 6.35mm auto


Barrel Length: 2in
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The Model 9 Pocket Pistol was smaller than its predecessors, being only 4 inches long and weighing 9.5oz. A simple blowback design, it held 6 rounds in the magazine, and was a useful and neat self-defense pistol easily carried in a bag or pocket.


WALTHER MODEL 1925 SPORT


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Carl Walther, Zella-Mehlis, Germany


Caliber: .22


Barrel Length: 7.5in
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The Model 1925 Sport used Model 6 frames left over from the war, combined with a new and longer barrel, chambered for the .22 round. This particular example has serial number “1004” and may have been a prototype. Note the three-position change-lever on the left of the gun: when down it locks the trigger and the gun is safe; when up and engaged in the forward slide notch it is a hold-open catch; when up and in the rear slide notch it enables the gun to be fired, but prevents the slide from recoiling; i.e., the gun is in single-shot mode.


WALTHER MODEL 1936 OLYMPIA


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Carl Walther, Zella-Mehlis, Germany


Caliber: .22 LR


Barrel Length: 7.4in
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A German competitor won a silver medal at the 1932 Los Angeles Olympics using the Model 1926 pistol, so the Walther factory produced an improved version for the 1936 Berlin Olympics. There were various barrel lengths and chambering for either .22LR or .22Short depending upon the competition, weights could be added to improve balance, and all had ten round magazines, except for the Modern Pentathlon weapon which carried six. The design was so good that it was reintroduced by the Swedish Hämmerli company in the 1950s.


The main picture shows a beautifully prepared example presented by Fritz Walther to his son Karl Heinz and engraved “Zur Erinnerung am Deiner Sieg im Ausscheidungsschießen am 16.8.1942.” (In memory of your success in shooting August 16, 1942).
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WALTHER GRIP SAFETY EXPERIMENTAL


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Carl Walther, Zella-Mehlis, Germany


Caliber: 7.65mm


Barrel Length: 3.5in
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This experimental model appears to have been part of the development path from the Model 8 which led to the PP. It is slightly larger than the Model 8 and is much the same size as the future Model PP, but its features are quite different. There is no serial number, nor are there any proof marks, indicating that it never left the factory, before being captured in 1945 when advancing U.S. army units overran the Walther factory.
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WALTHER PPK


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Carl Walther, Zella-Mehlis, Germany


Caliber: 7.65mm


Barrel Length: 3.1in
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In 1931 Walther introduced this smaller version of the PP, known as the PPK, or Polizei Pistole, Kriminal Polizei (police pistol, criminal police). Overall length was 5.8in and it was a compact, yet reasonably powerful weapon, intended for concealed carriage by plain-clothes or undercover police officers. Using the same safety features and double-action mechanism as the larger PP, it had an additional feature where a pin protruded above the hammer to indicate that a round was loaded in the chamber. The user could thus check to load state of his weapon by a quick glance or feel with a fingertip. The combination of small size, reasonable firepower and the ability to quickly draw and shoot made the PPK an instant hit, and it was sold to many police forces around the world.


As with the PP, most were chambered for 7.65, although there were some made in 6.35mm, .22LR and 9mm Short. The grip area is quite short, so many PPKs used a plastic grip extension at the bottom of the 7-shot magazine.
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WALTHER ARMEE-PISTOLE (AP)


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Carl Walther, Zella-Mehlis, Germany


Caliber: 9mm Parabellum


Barrel Length: 5in
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As always with automatics, military contracts were the key to real success, and in 1934 Walther produced the MP (Militärische Pistole, military pistol). However, only a few prototypes were ever made and the next design was the totally new Armee-Pistole of 1936–37, of which perhaps 100 were made, that shown here being the 48th in the series. It had a lightweight duralumin frame and the top of the frame was open, enabling the breech end of the barrel to be seen. The weapon had an internal hammer and this was one particular feature that the Germany army singled out for adverse comment. The barrel on the weapon seen here is 5in long, but versions of the AP with longer barrels have also been seen.


WALTHER MODEL HEERES-PISTOLE (HP)


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Carl Walther, Zella-Mehlis, Germany


Caliber: 9mm Parabellum


Barrel Length: 4.9in
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Walther’s next effort to win army approval was the Model HP (Heeres-Pistole; army pistol) of 1937, which sought to correct the problems with the Model AP, being fitted with a revised slide and an external hammer. After careful examination the German Army requested certain minor modifications, which resulted in the famous P.38 (see below). The Model HP was also offered on the civilian market, with versions being advertised chambered for 7.65mm, 9mm Parabellum, .38 Super Auto and .45 ACP. However, the model shown here is a military version marked with the German army acceptance stamp. One thousand Model HP were also supplied to the Swedish army.


WALTHER P.38


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Carl Walther, Zella-Mehlis, Germany


Caliber: 9mm Parabellum


Barrel Length: 5in
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Walther’s efforts with the AP and HP designs (see above) finally paid off when this pistol was adopted by the German army as a replacement for the Luger P.08. It began entering service from 1938 onwards, although it never fully replaced the Luger during World War Two. The P.38 used a similar double-action mechanism to that employed by the PP, allowing the user to safely carry the pistol with a round in the breech. A safety catch at the back of the slide locked the firing pin before dropping the hammer into an uncocked position. All the user needed to do was draw the pistol, thumb the safety catch and pull the trigger. An indicator pin like that on the PPK also gave positive indication that a round was in the chamber.
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The P.38 used more powerful 9mm Parabellum ammunition than the PP series so needed to positively lock the barrel and slide together as the round fired. A wedge-shaped lock behind the breech held them together as they moved back during the first stage of recoil, before being dropped away by a cam mechanism to release the slide as the barrel stopped.


During the war production of complete weapons or components was also carried out by Mauser, Fabrique Nationale in occupied Belgium, and Waffenwerke Brunn and Cseska Zbrovoka in Czechoslovakia.


The weapon weighed 2.2lb when empty, and was 8.38in long. Effective and popular, it set new standards of effectiveness and safety for military pistols. It was adopted by the Swedish army before World War Two as the Pistole Model 39, and by the German and other armies when production restarted after the war (see the P1 below).
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WALTHER 9MM ULTRA


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Carl Walther, Zella-Mehlis, Germany


Caliber: 9 × 18mm Ultra


Barrel Length: 5in
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The German World War Two 9mm Ultra project was an attempt to develop the most powerful cartridge that could be used with a simple blowback mechanism, ie in a pistol that needed no barrel locking mechanism. The most powerful round the unlocked PP series could handle was the 9mm Short (also known as .380 ACP), while the Parabellum pistols such as the P.38 all needed some sort of locking arrangement. The Ultra round involved using the projectile from the 9mm Parabellum system, but mounted in a slightly shorter straight-sided case. Some 20,000 of these rounds were manufactured by the Genschow company and Walther designed this pistol to use them, the aim being to satisfy a Luftwaffe requirement for a weapon that was more powerful than the .38 ACP caliber Model PP, but smaller than the P.38 and Model 8. The weapon combined some aspects of the P.38 and PP, but overall it was quite a revolutionary design.


WALTHER P1


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Carl Walther, Ulm, West Germany


Caliber: 9mm Parabellum


Barrel Length: 4.95in
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When West Germany entered NATO in 1955 and began to build-up its new army, the latter adopted the P.38 as its standard handgun. A new Walther factory had been established at Ulm and this rapidly tooled-up, with production starting in 1957. The weapon, which incorporated minor changes from the wartime P.38 was redesignated the Pistole 1 (P1) in 1963. The weapon has also been sold on the civil market, chambered for, 7.65mm and 9mm, and (with a revised blowback system) for .22LR rimfire.


GERMAN TARGET PISTOL


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: target pistol


Origin: unknown German gunsmith


Caliber: .22


Barrel Length: 11.2in


[image: Image]


This .22in caliber German target pistol is marked with the name “J.H. Hampe, Gettingen” on the top of the barrel, but no gunsmith of this name is recorded in any of the authorities on the subject. The weapon is made in the old style of target pistol, with a long (11.2in) barrel and a gracefully curved stock. The frame is decorated with light scroll engraving.


EAST GERMANY (DDR)


MAKAROV PISTOL


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Ernst Thaelmann VEB, Suhl, East Germany


Caliber: 9 × 18mm


Barrel Length: 3.75in


[image: Image]


The former German Democratic Republic, or GDR (generally known as “East Germany”) was totally under the thumb of the former Soviet Union. The GDR took over the former arms factories at Suhl in Thuringia in the late 1940s and designated them a Volkeigener Betrieb (VEB; “people-owned factory”), named after an obscure Communist “hero,” Ernst Thaelmann. This factory undertook licensed production of various Soviet-designed weapons, one of which was the Makarov pistol, two examples of which are shown here.


[image: Image]


HUNGARY


FEGYVERGYAR MODEL 29M


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Fémáru Fegyver és Gépgyár, Budapest, Hungary


Caliber: 9mm Short (.380 ACP)


Barrel Length: 3.94in


[image: Image]


The Model 29M (Pisztoly 29 Minta; pistol, model 29) was an enlarged version of Rudolph Frommer’s Lilliput, chambered to take the 9mm Short cartridge. It weighed 26oz (with magazine but without ammunition) and was 6.8in long. It was immediately accepted as the standard pistol for the Hungarian army and was a success for the company, with some 50,000 being manufactured between 1929 and 1935.


FEGYVERGYAR MODEL 37M


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Fémáru Fegyver és Gépgyár, Budapest, Hungary


Caliber: 7.65mm Auto


Barrel Length: 4.3in


[image: Image]


Frommer died in 1936 and his last design appeared a year later as the Model 37M. This was, essentially, a mechanically simpler version of the Model 29M, intended to be easier and cheaper to produce and maintain. This was produced initially for the Hungarian army, but in 1941 the Germans placed an order for 50,000 (later increased to 90,000) for the Luftwaffe, most of which were issued to aircrew. These weapons were officially designated Pistole M.37 Kaliber 7.65mm, shortened on the weapons themselves to “P. Mod.37, Kal. 7,65” which were also stamped with the German production code “jvh” and the last two digits of the year of manufacture. The only significant change requested by the Luftwaffe was the addition of a mechanical safety catch, which had not been fitted to the original Hungarian version.


FEGYVERGYAR PJK-9HP


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Fémáru Fegyver és Gépgyár, Budapest, Hungary


Caliber: 9mm


Barrel Length: 4.5in


[image: Image]


In the post-World War Two era the Hungarian F.E.G. manufactured the Model PJK-9HP, which was a Browning HP clone. It was a well regarded weapon, being made to a high engineering standard.


IRELAND


JOHN RIGBY DUELLING PISTOL


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: duelling pistol


Origin: John Rigby, Dublin, Ireland


Caliber: .60


Barrel Length: 10in


[image: Image]


The Rigby family is known to have been in the gunmaking business in Dublin in the 19th century, but this duelling pistol, which bears that name, suggests that they may have operating there in the 18th century, as well. The barrel is also marked “DC-479” which means that it was registered at Dublin Castle, the residence and main offices of the British Lord Lieutenant, who governed Ireland on behalf of the British Crown.


IRISH FLINTLOCK PISTOL


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: flintlock pistol


Origin: Dublin, Ireland


Caliber: .68


Barrel Length: 8in


[image: Image]


This pistol bears the mark “Dunn” on the lockplate and “Dublin” on the top of the barrel. The general design and features suggest the early 18th century and it is known that there was a gunsmith named Nathaniel Dunn working in Dublin at this period.


BERETTA MODEL 1935


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Armi Beretta SpA, Brescia, Italy


Caliber: 7.65mm


Barrel Length: 3.5in


[image: Image]


A year after the introduction of the Model 1934, Beretta released a similar pistol but this time chambered for the less powerful 7.65mm round, It was taken up by the Italian navy, air force and police.


BERETTA MODEL 70


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Armi Beretta SpA, Brescia, Italy


Caliber: 9mm Short (.380 ACP)


Barrel Length: 3.5in


[image: Image]


The Model 70 design could be traced back via the Model 948 to the Model 1934, with minor changes to the safety and holding-open device. The basic model was chambered for the 7.65mm cartridge, but variants included the Model 70S, which had a magazine safety and was produced in .22LR, 7.65mm Auto (seen here) and 9mm Short versions.


BERETTA MODEL 92/92S


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Armi Beretta SpA, Brescia, Italy


Caliber: 9mm Parabellum


Barrel Length: 4.3in


[image: Image]


After World War Two, Beretta finally designed an automatic pistol for the 9mm Parabellum round. The Model 1951 was the first Beretta pistol to use used a breech locking mechanism to handle such a powerful cartridge. The Model 92 was introduced in 1976, and was a further development of this pistol, with a larger butt to hold a 15-shot magazine. It also used a double-action mechanism, allowing the user to fire without having to cock the hammer first. The Model 92S introduced some further safety features, and had the safety catch moved from the frame to the slide. It also acts as a decocking lever for the hammer and moves the firing pin out of position. Users can safely carry a Model 92S with a round chambered, and only need to thumb the safety catch before pulling the trigger to fire. It was adopted by the Italian and other armies, and by a number of police forces.


By 1980 the U.S. army had accepted that the long-serving Colt M1911A1 (see below) had reached the end of its service life, and trials were undertaken to find a replacement. Beretta put the slightly modified Model 92SB forward, and it eventually won the trials, seeing off tough competition from a range of homegrown and international products.
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BERETTA MODEL 75


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Armi Beretta SpA, Brescia, Italy


Caliber: .22LR


Barrel Length: 4.2in


[image: Image]


The Beretta Jaguar .22 pistol was introduced into the US market in the mid-1950s and was available with two barrel lengths. The parallel versions for the European market were designated the Models 72 thru 75, the actual designation depending on the length of the barrel. The weapon seen here, the Model 75, had a 4.2in barrel.


BERETTA MODEL 92F


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Armi Beretta SpA, Brescia, Italy


Caliber: 9mm


Barrel Length: 4.3in


[image: Image]


Despite its success in the U.S. armed forces’ competition, the U.S. authorities required some minor changes to the Model 92SB before it was put into production. Changes were made to the safety system, the shape of the trigger guard, the base of the grip and the finish. This resulted in the Model 92F, which was designated M9 in US service.


Selection of the M9 was not without controversy, as some serving personnel felt that the 9mm Parabellum wasn’t sufficiently powerful compared to the well-liked .45 of the Colt. There were also some problems with an early batch where some slides cracked in use.


However, the M9 has now seen hard service in large quantities, and has proven to be an effective military pistol in both American and other hands. Two civil versions of the weapon are seen here: the basic Model 92F (left) and the Model 92F with a built-in laser sight (right) which also has a slightly longer barrel. Both are chambered for the 9mm Parabellum cartridge.


JAPAN


NAMBU 4TH YEAR PISTOL 8MM TYPE A


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Koshikawa Arsenal, Japan


Caliber: 8mm Nambu


Barrel Length: 4.7in


[image: Image]


Colonel Kirijo Nambu designed this pistol, the first Japanese semi-automatic to be produced. Known as the Model 04 (and also as the Nambu Type A or Papa Nambu), it bears a visual resemblance to the P.08 Luger, although there is no design commonality whatsoever. It is a locked breech design, the breechblock being held in place by floating block attached to the barrel extension. One unusual feature was the grip safety under the trigger guard. The magazine follower held the slide open after the last shot was fired, giving a clear indicator the 8-shot magazine was empty, if making it cumbersome to change magazines. Adopted by the Japanese navy in 1909 and by the Thai government, in the 1920s, the Model 04 was never adopted in quantity by the Japanese army. Commercial sales were few, as were independent sales to military officers. It was a rather cumbersome, fragile, unreliable piece, and within the context of Japanese industry at the time, expensive to make.


NAMBU 4TH YEAR PISTOL 7MM TYPE B


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Koshikawa Arsenal, Japan


Caliber: 7mm Nambu


Barrel Length: 3.25in


[image: Image]


In an attempt to overcome customer resistance to the larger Model 04, Nambu redesigned it to produce this smaller pistol chambered for his newly developed 7mm cartridge. Also know as the “Baby Nambu”, it remained more expensive than contemporary western types, and was still less reliable than most of them. Only a few thousand were made.


NAMBU 14TH YEAR PISTOL


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Koshikawa Arsenal, Japan


Caliber: 8mm Nambu


Barrel Length: 4.8in


[image: Image]


Introduced in 1925, this was an attempt to improve the Model 04 by simplifying the design to reduce manufacturing costs. The grip safety was removed and replaced by an awkward safety catch. The magazine hold open device was retained, and combined with the strong recoil springs made it very difficult to remove an empty magazine in a hurry. It saw extensive service in Manchuria and in World War Two, and one of the results of combat experience was an early modification to enlarge the trigger guard to enable users to wear winter gloves. It was still a bulky and expensive design, however, and as Japanese army officers had to by their own pistols, it struggled to gain widespread acceptance.


[image: Image]


NAMBU TYPE 94


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Koshikawa Arsenal, Japan


Caliber: 8mm Nambu


Barrel Length: 3.8in


[image: Image]


Disappointed with the sales of his earlier automatic pistols, in 1926 Nambu designed a cheaper, simpler automatic for military use. The basic design was already flawed, but was made worse by interference from the ordnance department, such that the final pistol ended up more expensive than its predecessors, and unsafe for its users. It was possible to fire a round before the breech was properly closed, and an exposed sear made all too easy to fire accidentally by an impact. These characteristics were made worse by the poor workmanship and material in late-war production.


[image: Image]


MEXICO


OBREGON 0.45IN


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Fabrica Nacional de Armas Mexicanos, Mexico City, Mexico.


Caliber: .45 ACP


Barrel Length: 5.0in


[image: Image]


The Mexican Army used the Colt M1911A1 from 1925 onwards, but in the early 1930s the government encourage the development of this weapon, which looks, at first sight, to be yet another M1911A1 clone. It is, however, a different weapon, which was designed by a Mexican, Alejandro Obregon, for use by his country’s armed forces. The “Obregon system” involved a rotating bolt which moved through some 17 degrees before unlocking; some weapons also had a safety system in which removing the magazine caused the hammer to be locked. When the weapon was not accepted by the military, the approximately one thousand weapons completed between 1934 and 1938 were then sold on the civil market, making the example shown here very rare, indeed.
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POLAND


RADOM VIS-35


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Fabryka Broni Radom


Caliber: 9mm Parabellum


Barrel Length: 4.53in


[image: Image]


This Polish weapon appeared in 1935, and like many, if not most, other automatic pistols owed a lot to the designs of John M. Browning. One of the differences was the addition of a grip safety, and a decocking lever on the slide, which allowed the user to safely carry the pistol with a round in the chamber. Manually cocking the hammer was all that was needed to get the pistol ready for action.


A heavy piece (at 2.31 lb empty), the Radom was a well-made, reliable and easy to shoot weapon, popular with its users. During the German occupation of Poland it was made for German forces as the Pistole 35(p), although these ones have much cruder finish and a simplified safety system. Polish pistols can be identified by the Polish eagle engraved on the slide.
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RUSSIA/USSR


PISTOLET MAKAROV (PM)


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Soviet State Arsenals


Caliber: 9mm Makarov


Barrel Length: 8.86in


[image: Image]


The Makorov bears a close resemblance to the Walther PP, and entered service as the standard military pistol for the Soviet Army and client states in the 1950s. A simple, unpretentious design, it fires a specially-designed 9mm × 18 round from an 8-shot magazine, which as about as powerful a cartridge as can be handled in a simple unlocked blowback pistol. It has a double-action mechanism and a decocking lever, allowing the user to carry it safely with a round chambered. Like almost all Russian weapons, the Makarov is a no-nonsense cheap, tough, reliable and easy to use piece.


TULA-TOKAREV MODEL 1930 (TT-30)/ MODEL 1933 (TT-33)


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Tula Arsenal


Caliber: 7.62 × 25mm Russian


Barrel Length: 8.86in


[image: Image]


Feodor Tokarev developed the Model TT-30 military pistol in 1930, basing it on Browning’s design concepts. A simple unlocked blowback weapon, it entered production at the Tula arsenal in 1930 and soon became the standard sidearm for the Soviet army. Three years later, the TT-33 was introduced, incorporating minor modifications to make the pistol easier to make and to maintain in field conditions. One feature was that the whole hammer and lock mechanism could be removed from the frame as a single unit, giving much easier access for repair. Again to keep things simple, there was no safety device other than allowing the hammer to be set at half-cock.


The TT-33 quickly replaced the earlier TT-30, and served as the Russian’s main military pistol throughout the Russo-Finnish War and World War Two. It also equipped most of the Soviet Union’s allies and client states, and has been made in Poland, Yugoslavia, Hungary, China and North Korea. A version was also made in Egypt.
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This cutaway weapon shows the internal construction and mechanism for instructional purposes.


SEMI-AUTOMATIC TARGET PISTOL


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic target pistol


Origin: Russia/USSR


Caliber: .22in


Barrel Length: 6in


[image: Image]


Despite the modern requirement that all firearms must be fully documented, weapons can still be found without any trace as to their origin. Thus, this well-made and carefully designed .22 caliber target pistol bears no evidence as to its manufacture apart from the serial number “K5660C.” Both front and rear sights are adjustable.


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA


PRETORIA ARMS FACTORY (PAF) JUNIOR


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Pretoria Arms Factory, Pretoria, Republic of South Africa


Caliber: 6.35mm


Barrel Length: 2in


[image: Image]


This little blowback automatic was produced in South Africa in the 1950s. It was chambered for the 6.35mm Auto cartridge and weighed, with an empty magazine, just 13.4oz. The detachable box magazine held six rounds. It is believed that some 10,000 were manufactured, and all bear the factory logo four times: one the grip and on the slide, and either side.


SPAIN


ARIZMENDI WALMAN


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Francisco Arizmendi, Eibar, Spain


Caliber: 7.65mm


Barrel Length: 3in


[image: Image]


This weapon was produced in Spain, primarily for the U.S. market, and early production models were marked “American Automatic Pistol Walman Patent” although the word “American” was later dropped. The pistols were available in either 6.35mm or 7.65mm, the example shown here being of the latter caliber. The Walman was in production throughout most of the 1920s, but the company went out of business in 1936.


ASTRA-UNCETA MODEL 300


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Astra-Unceta SA, Guernica, Spain


Caliber: 7.65mm


Barrel Length: 3.5in


[image: Image]


Curiously, the Astra 300 seems to have followed the Astra 400 into production. Both were the result of improving the Campo-Giro Model 1913-–16 “tubular” design (see below), in which an annular recoil spring surrounded the barrel and was retained by a muzzle bush. The Model 300 was manufactured in 7.65mm Browning and 9mm Short calibers, with the latter being procured by both the Spanish prison service and the navy in the 1920s. It remained in production throughout the 1930s and some 85,000 were purchased for use by the German army and navy during World War Two; production ended in 1947.


ASTRA-UNCETA MODEL 600/43


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Astra-Unceta SA, Guernica Spain


Caliber: 9mm Parabellum


Barrel Length: 5.5in


[image: Image]


The Model 600 was manufactured in 1943-4 for the German armed forces, which took delivery of some 10,500, following which approximately 50,000 more examples were produced for the commercial market. It was descended from the Campo-Giro design and was chambered (as here) for the 9mm Parabellum round, although some may have been chambered for the 7.65mm Parabellum round.


ASTRA-UNCETA CUB


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Astra-Unceta SA, Guernica Spain


Caliber: .22


Barrel Length: 2in


[image: Image]


The Astra 200 had a production run lasting from 1920 to 1966 and was particularly successful in the United States where it was generally known as the “Firecat.” This was succeeded by the Astra 2000, chambered for either 6.35mm or .22 (as seen here) and was sold in the United States, first, as the “Colt Junior” and, later, as the “Cub.”


BERNEDO 6.35MM


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Vincente Bernedo y Cia, Eibar, Spain


Caliber: 6.35mm


Barrel Length: 2in


[image: Image]


During World War One, the Bernedo company was involved in the manufacture of Ruby pistols, but once the war finished they produced this pocket blowback pistol. Cheap and simple, it carried six rounds in the magazine.


CAMPO GIRO MODEL 1913-16


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Lieutenant Colonel, the Count of Campo Giro, Spain


Caliber: 9mm Bergmann


Barrel Length: 6.4in


[image: Image]


Venancio López de Caballos y Aguirre, Count of Campo Giro, a lieutenant colonel in the Spanish Army, developed an automatic pistol which was entered for army trials in 1904. The design was constantly refined over the following decade. A stamp on this weapon identifies it as the Model 1913–16 which had an amended safety, the magazine release catch moved to the base of the butt and other minor changes. The Spanish army acquired 13,000 between 1916 and 1919, and a further 5–600 were sold on the commercial market. When complaints of frame failures were made the weapon was modified and returned to the market as the “Astra 400” (see Astra-Unceta above).


ECHEVERRIA (STAR) MODEL B


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Star Bonnifacio Echeverria, Eibar, Spain


Caliber: 9 × 23mm Largo


Barrel Length: 5in


[image: Image]


“Star” is the brand name used by the firm of Echeverria who have been making military self-loading pistols since 1908. This Star Model B was introduced in 1928 and is based on the Colt M1911A1, although with no grip safety and firing 9mm Parabellum rather than .45 ACP. Robust and simple, it was an effective enough pistol and remained in Spanish military service until the 1980s.


LLAMA-GABILONDO MODEL OMNI


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Llama-Gabilondo y Urresti, Vitoria, Spain


Caliber: 9mm Parabellum


Barrel Length: 4.25in


[image: Image]


The Model Omni was marketed in the early 1980s in three versions. The Omni I was chambered for .45 ACP and had a seven-round magazine; the Omni II, 9mm Parabellum, nine-round magazine; and Omni III, 9mm, with an extended butt housing a thirteen-round magazine.


SWEDEN


HUSQVARNA MODEL 1907


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: Husqvarna Vapensfabrik Aktiebolag, Sweden


Caliber: .38


Barrel Length: 5.2in


[image: Image]


The Husqvarna Model 1907 was a licensed copy of the FN Browning Model 1903, which was made in Sweden for the Swedish Army. This was identical with the original in every respect except for the markings, which bore the legend “HUSQVARNA VAPENSFABRIK AKTIEBOLAG” and the Swedish royal arms at the top of the black, hard rubber grips. As made for the Swedish army they were 9mm caliber, but when replaced in Swedish service many were converted to .38 and exported to the United States, as was this specimen.


SWITZERLAND


SIG/SIG-SAUER P-226


SPECIFICATIONS


Type: semi-automatic pistol


Origin: SIG / J.P. Sauer & Sohn, Switzerland and Germany


Caliber: 9mm Parabellum


Barrel Length: 4.4in


[image: Image]


Schweizerische Industrie Gessellschaft (SIG) of Switzerland design a range of high quality, superbly engineered automatic pistols for police and military customers. Swiss arms export laws are extremely restrictive, so they work in partnership with J.P. Sauer & Sohn in Germany, who make the pistols and sell them to a wider market than would otherwise be available.


Tracing its design back to the successful SIG P-210 of 1949 and the P-220 and P-225 police pistols of the 1970s, the P-226 was developed to enter the 1980 U.S. army competition to replace the Colt M1911A1. In the event the SIG lost out to the Beretta 92 (see above), mainly on price. This hasn’t stopped the P-226 from going on to sell successfully to police forces and military users around the world, and it is a fine example of modern high-quality weapon engineering. Chambered for the 9mm Parabellum cartridge, it carries 15 rounds in the butt. Using a double-action mechanism with decocking lever and mechanical safety devices it can safely be carried with a round chambered, and the user can simply pull the trigger to fire the first shot. Alternatively, if time allows the hammer can be cocked manually as in a double-action revolver.
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