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PREFACE
An Interview with Osama bin Laden


This was the first interview given by Osama to any journalist after the September 11 attacks in New York City and Washington, DC. Hamid Mir, the correspondent for the Pakistani newspaper Dawn , was taken blindfolded in a jeep from Kabul on the night of November 7 to an “extremely cold” place, where he could hear “the sound of antiaircraft guns firing away.” After a wait of several hours, bin Laden arrived with about a dozen bodyguards and Dr. Ayman al-Zawahiri, who also answered questions. The interview was carried by Dawn , BBC, and the Reuters news service. It was also aired by Al-Jazeera, the Arabian news channel.




Hamid Mir: After the American bombing on Afghanistan on October 7, you told the Al-Jazeera TV network that the September 11 attacks had been carried out by some Muslims. How did you know they were Muslims?


Osama bin Laden: The Americans themselves released a list of the suspects of the September 11 attacks, saying that the persons named were involved in the attacks. They were all Muslims, of whom fifteen belonged to Saudi Arabia, two were from the UAE, and one from Egypt. According to the information I have, they were all passengers. Al-Fatihah [the Exordium] was held for them in their homes. But America said they were hijackers.


HM: In your statement of October 7, you expressed satisfaction over the September 11 attacks, although a large number of innocent people perished in them, hundreds among them were Muslims. Can you justify the killing of innocent men in the light of Islamic teachings?


OBL: This is a major point in jurisprudence. In my view, if an enemy occupies a Muslim territory and uses common people as [a] human shield, then it is permitted to attack that enemy. For instance, if bandits barge into a home and hold a child hostage, then the child’s father can attack the bandits and in that attack even the child may get hurt.


America and its allies are massacring us in Palestine, Chechnya, Kashmir, and Iraq. The Muslims have the right to attack America in reprisal. The Islamic shariah [law] says Muslims should not live in the land of the infidel for long. The September 11 attacks were not targeted at women and children. The real targets were America’s icons of military and economic power.


The Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) was against killing women and children. When he saw a dead woman during a war, he asked why was she killed? If a child is above thirteen and wields a weapon against Muslims, then it is permitted to kill him or her.


The American people should remember that they pay taxes to their government, they elect their president, their government manufactures arms and gives them to Israel, and Israel uses them to massacre Palestinians. The American Congress endorses all government measures and this proves that the entire America is responsible for the atrocities perpetrated against Muslims. The entire America, because they elect the Congress.


I ask the American people to force their government to give up anti-Muslim policies. The American people had risen against their government’s war in Vietnam. They must do the same today. The American people should stop the massacre of Muslims by their government.


HM: Can it be said that you are against the American government, not the American people?


OBL: Yes! We are carrying on the mission of our Prophet, Muhammad (Peace be upon him). The mission is to spread the word of God, not to indulge massacring people. We ourselves are the target of killings, destruction, and atrocities. We are only defending ourselves. This is defensive jihad (“holy war”). We want to defend our people and our land. That is why I say that if we don’t get security, the Americans, too, would not get security.


This is a simple formula that even an American child can understand. This is the formula of live and let live.


HM: The head of Egypt’s Jamia al-Azhar has issued a fatwa (edict) against you, saying that the views and beliefs of Osama bin Laden have nothing to do with Islam. What do you have to say about that?


OBL: The fatwa of any official Aalim [a person with knowledge of Islamic teaching who is not a cleric] has no value for me. History is full of such ulama [scholars] who justify riddah [apostasy], who justify the occupation of Palestine by the Jews, who justify the presence of American troops around Harmain-e-Sharifain [the holy cities of Medina and Mecca]. These people support the infidels for their personal gain. The true ulama [possessors of religious knowledge] support the jihad against America. Tell me if Indian forces invaded Pakistan what would you do? The Israeli forces occupy our land and the American troops are on our territory. We have no other option but to launch jihad.


HM: Some Western media claim that you are trying to acquire chemical and nuclear weapons. How much truth is there in such reports?


OBL: I heard the speech of American President Bush yesterday [October 7, 2001]. He was scaring the European countries that Osama wanted to attack with weapons of mass destruction. I wish to declare that if America used chemical or nuclear weapons against us, then we may retort with chemical and nuclear weapons. We have the weapons as deterrent.


HM: Where did you get these weapons from?


OBL: Go to the next question.


HM: Demonstrations are being held in many European countries against American attacks on Afghanistan. Thousands of the protesters were non-Muslims. What is your opinion about those non-Muslim protesters?


OBL: There are many innocent and good-hearted people in the West. American media instigates them against Muslims. However, some good-hearted people are protesting against American attacks because human nature abhors injustice.


The Muslims were massacred under the UN patronage in Bosnia. I am aware that some officers of the State Department had resigned in protest. Many years ago the US ambassador in Egypt had resigned in protest against the policies of President Jimmy Carter. Nice and civilized are everywhere. The Jewish lobby has taken America and the West hostage.


HM: Some people say that war is no solution to any issue. Do you think that some political formula could be found to stop the present war?


OBL: You should put this question to those who have started this war. We are only defending ourselves.


HM: If America got out of Saudi Arabia and the Al-Aqsa mosque was liberated, would you then present yourself for trial in some Muslim country?


OBL: Only Afghanistan is an Islamic country. Pakistan follows the English law. I don’t consider Saudi Arabia an Islamic country. If the Americans have charges against me, we, too, have a charge sheet against them.


HM: The Pakistani government decided to cooperate with America after September 11, which you don’t consider right. What do you think Pakistan should have done instead of cooperating with America?


OBL: The government of Pakistan should have the wishes of the people in view. It should not have surrendered to the unjustified demands of America. America does not have solid proof against us. It just has some surmises. It is unjust to start bombing on the basis of those surmises.


HM: Had America decided to attack Pakistan with the help of India and Israel, what would we have done?


OBL: What has America achieved by attacking Afghanistan? We will not leave the Pakistani people and the Pakistani territory at anybody’s mercy.


We will defend Pakistan. But we have been disappointed by General Pervez Musharraf. He says that the majority is with him. I say the majority is against him.


Bush has used the word “crusade.” This is a “crusade” declared by Bush. It is no wisdom to barter off the blood of our Afghan brethren to improve Pakistan’s economy. He will be punished by the Pakistani people and Allah.


Right now a great war of Islamic history is being fought in Afghanistan. All the big powers are united against Muslims. It is sawab [a heavenly reward] to participate in this war.


HM: A French newspaper has claimed that you had kidney problem and had secretly gone to Dubai for treatment last year. Is that correct?


OBL: My kidneys are all right. I did not go to Dubai last year. One British newspaper has published an imaginary interview with an Islamabad dateline with one of my sons who lives in Saudi Arabia. All this is false.


HM: Is it correct that a daughter of Mullah Omar is your wife or your daughter is Mullah Omar’s wife?


OBL: (Laughs). All my wives are Arabs and all my daughters are married to Arab mujahadeen [warriors of the jihad]. I have a spiritual relationship with Mullah Omar. He is a great and brave Muslim of this age. He does not fear anyone but Allah. He is not under any personal relationship or obligation to me. He is only discharging his religious duty.








INTRODUCTION
Why We Fight America

by Sulaiman Abu Ghaith



One of America’s most wanted al Qaeda operatives, Sulaiman Abu Ghaith is a former Kuwaiti religious studies teacher who became famous during the Iraqi occupation of his country in 1990, when he gave fiery sermons daring Kuwait to attack Baghdad and the forces of Saddam Hussein. After the liberation of his country during the Persian Gulf War, Abu Ghaith became banned from preaching because his sermons had turned against the Kuwaiti government and other Arab states, including Saudi Arabia. In 2001 his Kuwaiti citizenship was revoked when he appeared on Al-Jazeera, the Arab television network, as the official spokesman for al Qaeda. The following address was posted on an official al-Qaeda Web site from where it was downloaded and verified as authentic by the FBI. The address was later published by the Jerusalem Post and the Center for Islamic Research and Studies (www.alneta.com) and the Middle East Media Research Institute, a nonprofit organization in Washington, DC.





WHY WE FIGHT AMERICA


Perhaps the [Islamic] nation is waiting for one al Qaeda man to come out and clear up the many questions that accompany any communiqué, message, or picture [concerning September 11], to know the truth, the motives, and the goals behind the conflict with the Hubal [one of the pre-Islamic Kaaba idols—referring to the United States] of our generation.


Why is the world surprised?! Why were millions of people astounded by what happened to America on September 11? Did the world think that anything else would happen? That something less than this would happen?!


What happened to America is something natural, an expected event for a country that uses terror, arrogant policy, and suppression against the nations and the peoples, and imposes a single method, thought, and way of life, as if the people of the entire world are clerks in its government offices and employed by its commercial companies and institutions.


Anyone who was surprised, and did not expect [the events of September 11,] did not [understand] the nature of man, and the effects of oppression and tyranny on man’s emotions and feelings. They thought that oppression begets surrender, that repression begets silence, that tyranny only leaves humiliation. Perhaps they also thought that this [oppressive] atmosphere is sufficient to kill man’s virility, shatter his will, and uproot his honor. These people erred twice: once when they ignored [the consequences of] treating man with contempt, and again when they were unaware of man’s ability to triumph.


This goes for every man—let alone when the man in question is of those who believe in Allah, in Islam as a religion, and in Muhammad as Prophet and Messenger, and anyone who knows that his religion is unwilling to allow him to be inferior and refuses to allow him to be humiliated.





THE ENTIRE EARTH MUST BE SUBJECTED TO ISLAM


How can [he] possibly [accept humiliation and inferiority] when he knows that his nation was created to stand at the center of leadership, at the center of hegemony and rule, at the center of ability and sacrifice? How can [he] possibly [accept humiliation and inferiority] when he knows that the [divine] rule is that the entire earth must be subject to the religion of Allah—not to the East, not to the West—to no ideology and to no path except for the path of Allah?


As long as this Muslim knows and believes in these facts, he will not—even for a single moment—stop striving to achieve it, even if it costs him his soul…his time, his property, and his son, as it is said, Say [to the believers]: If your fathers and your sons and your brethren and your wives and your kinsfolk and the worth you have acquired and the trade, the dullness of which you apprehend, and the dwellings that you fancy are dearer to you than Allah and His Messenger, and striving in His cause, then wait until Allah issues His judgment. Allah guides not the disobedient people.





THE BLOW AGAINST THE UNITED STATES WILL COME FROM WHERE IT IS LEAST EXPECTED


The [premises] on which we base ourselves as an organization, and on which we base our operations and our method of action, are practical and realistic…. They are also scientific and [in accordance with] Islamic religious law, and they give us confidence and certainty…. In writing them and in [publicly] revealing them, I do not intend to be apologetic for what was done; I lay [these arguments] before you so as to emphasize that we are continuing with our blows against the Americans and the Jews, and with attacking them, both people and installations [so as to stress] that what awaits the Americans will not, Allah willing, be less than what has already happened to them. America must prepare itself; it must go on maximum alert;…because, Allah willing, the blow will come from where they least expect it.


America is the head of heresy in our modern world, and it leads an infidel democratic regime that is based upon separation of religion and state and on ruling the people by the people via legislating laws that contradict the way of Allah and permit what Allah has prohibited. This compels the other countries to act in accordance with the same laws in the same ways…and punishes any country [that rebels against these laws] by besieging it, and then by boycotting it. By so doing, [America] seeks to impose on the world a religion that is not Allah’s.


America, with the collaboration of the Jews, is the leader of corruption and the breakdown [of values], whether moral, ideological, political, or economic corruption. It disseminates abomination and licentiousness among the people via the cheap media and the vile curricula.


America is the reason for all oppression, injustice, licentiousness, or suppression that is the Muslims’ lot. It stands behind all the disasters that were caused and are still being caused to the Muslims; it is immersed in the blood of Muslims and cannot hide this.


For fifty years in Palestine, the Jews—with the blessing and support of the Americans—carried out abominations of murder, suppression, abuse, and exile…. The Jews exiled nearly 5 million Palestinians and killed nearly 260,000. They wounded nearly 180,000, and crippled nearly 160,000.


Due to the American bombings and siege of Iraq, more than 1,200,000 Muslims were killed in the past decade. Due to the siege, over a million children are killed [annually]—that is 83,333 children on average per month, 2,777 children on average per day. Five thousand Iraqis were killed in one day in the Al-Amiriya shelter alone.


In its war against the Taliban and al Qaeda in Afghanistan, America has killed 12,000 Afghan civilians and 350 Arab jihad fighters, among them women and children. It annihilated entire families from among the Arab jihad fighters while they were in their cars, when the American Air Force bombed [them] with helicopters and antitank missiles, until nothing remained of some of them except scattered body parts.


In Somalia, America killed 13,000 Somalis and [its soldiers] carried out acts of abomination on [Somali] boys and women.






MUSLIMS HAVE SUFFERED FROM AMERICA’S STANDING WITH CHRISTIANS


America’s standing with the Christians of the world against the Muslims has stripped the camouflage from its face. Much can be said about this regarding Sudan, the Philippines, Indonesia, Kashmir, Macedonia, Bosnia, and other tragedies. America’s siege on the Islamic countries as punishment for their rebellion against its laws has transgressed all limits, and Muslims have suffered economic losses that outstrip the imagination.


After all this, is it forbidden for a victim to escape when he is tied and brought to the slaughterhouse?!! Is he not entitled, while he is being slaughtered, to stamp his feet?!!


After all this, some [Arab regimes] shed crocodile tears for what happened to the country of heresy [America], and tried to exonerate Islam from what happened to [America] and asked the country of heresy to treat the Muslims sensitively and gently, and sent messengers and broadcasters to the Jihad fighters with a request to stop fighting Hubal [i.e., meaning the United States]. Do they really think we would do this?


No, by Allah. They [the Arab regimes] have turned their back on us and we have turned our back on them…. We would have no honor if we did not avenge the blood of our brothers in Palestine, in Iraq, in Afghanistan, and everywhere.


The banner is being waved openly, and now there is “only a trench of belief” and “a trench of heresy.”





THE ISLAMIC JUSTIFICATION FOR AL QAEDA’S JIHAD AGAINST THE UNITED STATES


The religious arguments on which we base ourselves in our jihad against the Americans—the explanations that inspire us with confidence in the triumph of our religion, our belief, and our faith—are many, and this is not the place to enumerate them, as they are included in the books of the sages.


No one disagrees with these explanations, except he who lives [in] fear…he who asks for shelter, thinking that he has distanced himself from evil…or he who kneels as a doorman before the doors of the tyrants to gain a position, advancement, or a gift!!


These people have not, Allah be praised, dissuaded us, not even for a single day, from continuing in our path, from our jihad, and from our mission. Allah willing, they will not prevent us [in the future].


In this article I will present one explanation that suffices [to wage] jihad against the Americans, the Jews, and anyone who has gone in their path.


Allah said, “He who attacked you, attack him as he attacked you,” and also, “The reward of evil is a similar evil,” and also, “When you are punished, punish as you have been punished.”


The words of the sages on these verses are clear: Ibn Taimiyyah [in his book] Al-Ikhtiyarat Wa-Al-Fatawi; Ibn al-Qayim in I’lam Al-Muqi’in and in Al-Hashiya; al-Qurtubi in his Tafsir; al-Nawawi in Al-Muhazab; al-Shukani in Nayl Al-Awtar; and others, may Allah’s mercy be upon them.


Anyone who peruses these sources reaches a single conclusion: The sages have agreed that the reciprocal punishment to which the verses referred is not limited to a specific instance. It is a valid rule for punishments for infidels, for the licentious Muslims, and for the oppressors.





ISLAMIC LAW ALLOWS RECIPROCATION AGAINST THE UNITED STATES


If by religious law it is permitted to punish a Muslim [for the crime he committed]—it is all the more permitted to punish a Harbi infidel [i.e., he who belongs to dar al-Harb, “the domain of disbelief”] in the same way he treated the Muslim.


According to the numbers I noted in the previous section of the lives lost from among the Muslims because of the Americans, directly or indirectly, we still are at the beginning of the way. The Americans have still not tasted from our hands what we have tasted from theirs. The [number of] killed in the World Trade Center and the Pentagon were no more than fair exchange for the ones killed in the Al-Amiriya shelter in Iraq, and are but a tiny part of the exchange for those killed in Palestine, Somalia, Sudan, the Philippines, Bosnia, Kashmir, Chechnya, and Afghanistan.





WE HAVE THE RIGHT TO KILL FOUR MILLION AMERICANS


We have not reached parity with them. We have the right to kill 4 million Americans—2 million of them children—and to exile twice as many and wound and cripple hundreds of thousands. Furthermore, it is our right to fight them with chemical and biological weapons, so as to afflict them with the fatal maladies that have afflicted the Muslims because of the [Americans’] chemical and biological weapons.


America knows only the language of force. This is the only way to stop it and make it take its hands off the Muslims and their affairs. America does not know the language of dialogue!! Or the language of peaceful coexistence!! America is kept at bay by blood.


June 2002










PART ONE
THE ISLAMIC MAFIA


The terrible calamity!

What is the terrible calamity?

And what will make you comprehend what the terrible calamity is?

The day on which men shall be as scattered moths,

And the mountains shall be as loosened wool.

Then as for him whose measure of good deeds is heavy,

He shall live a pleasant life.

And as for him whose measure of good deeds is light,

His abode shall be the abyss.

And what will make you know what it is?

A burning fire.

—“The Terrible Calamity,” Koran 101:1–11









CHAPTER ONE
The Young Lion and the Dream of the American Hiroshima


Allah has ordered us to glorify the truth and to defend Muslim land, especially the Arab peninsula…against the unbelievers. After World War II, the Americans grew more unfair and more oppressive towards people in general and Muslims in particular…. The Americans started it and retaliation and punishment should be carried out following the principle of reciprocity, especially when women and children are involved. Through history, America has not been known to differentiate between the military and the civilians or between men and women or adults and children. Those who threw atomic bombs and used the weapons of mass destruction against Nagasaki and Hiroshima were the Americans. Can the bombs differentiate between military and women and infants and children? America has no religion that can deter her from exterminating whole peoples. Your position against Muslims in Palestine is despicable and disgraceful. America has no shame…. We believe that the worst thieves in the world today and the worst terrorists are the Americans. Nothing could stop you except perhaps retaliation in kind. We do not have to differentiate between military or civilian. As far as we are concerned, they are all targets, and this is what the fatwa says.

—Osama bin Laden, interview with John Miller, 1998




Humanity today is living in a large brothel! One has only to glance at its press, films, fashion shows, beauty contests, ballrooms, wine bars and broadcasting stations! Or observe its mad lust for naked flesh, provocative pictures, and sick, suggestive statements in literature, the arts, and mass media! And add to all this the system of usury which fuels man’s voracity for money and engenders vile methods for its accumulation and investment, in addition to fraud, trickery, and blackmail dressed up in the garb of law.

—Sayyid Qutb, Milestones, 1965




Islam is a revolutionary ideology. It seeks to alter the social order of the entire world and rebuild it in conformity with its own tenets and ideals…. “Muslims” is the title of that “International Revolutionary Party” organized by Islam to carry out its revolutionary program. “Jihad” refers to the revolutionary struggle to achieve this objective.

—Sayyid Abul Ala Maududi, Towards Understanding Islam, 1996



In May 1996, Osama bin Laden, the great emir of the holy war, was broke and living in Afghanistan with his four wives, fifteen children, and tribe of followers. He had been deported from Sudan at the insistence of the United States and arrived in Jalalabad on board a Hercules C-130 cargo plane with his family and 140 al Qaeda associates.1 Although the US intelligence community was fully aware of bin Laden’s financial condition, the FBI and the CIA reported that bin Laden’s net worth remained in excess of $250 million. This bit of disinformation was passed on to the press and became published as an established fact in major newspapers throughout the world.2

Such disinformation was purposeful. It helped to depict bin Laden as a solitary figure, a millionaire mujahed [warrior in the jihad] who had declared war on America—a war he intended to wage with his own financial resources, not drug money and contributions from millions of Muslims throughout the world.

The truth—as in most matters regarding Osama bin Laden, al Qaeda, and the war on terror—was to the contrary. Proof of bin Laden’s real financial condition upon his arrival in Afghanistan came to light in 2001 from testimony of al Qaeda operatives during the proceedings of The United States v. Osama bin Laden et alia within a federal courthouse in lower Manhattan. L’Houssaine Kherchtou, a key operative, testified that bin Laden’s financial resources had been drained in Sudan, where he had invested a vast sum of money on headquarters for his al Qaeda associates, three large training cells, a construction company called Al-Hajira, a farm that covered thousands of acres in the central province of Gezira, an office building on McNumir Street in Khartoum, a house for his wives and children in the Riyadh district, a farm outside of town, and an Islamic bank—all of these assets he would become forced to relinquish when he became an exile.3 By 1995, Kherchtou said, bin Laden had been forced to cut the salaries and expenses of all group members “to the bone,” and by 1996 the emir could not afford to renew the license for the pilot of his plane because money had become “too tight.”4

Bin Laden’s financial woes were further exacerbated by the millions he spent in his quest for the weapons of mass destruction that were necessary to mount the great jihad against the United States. Some insight into this spending was provided by Jamal Ahmed al-Fadl, another al Qaeda operative, during the 2001 trial. Al-Fadl said that he had been singled out by the al Qaeda chieftain to negotiate a deal for the purchase of enriched uranium from two black market agents in Khartoum. One agent purportedly was Salah Abdel al-Mobruk, a lieutenant colonel in the Sudanese army and former government minister; the other was a merchant named Basheer.

The first meeting took place in an office building on Jambouria Street. Al-Fadl was informed that the asking price for the uranium was $1.5 million per kilo, plus payments of commissions for al-Mobruk and Basheer. The two agents said that the money had to be paid outside of Sudan. Al-Fadl relayed the terms to one of bin Laden’s top lieutenants, who said that the terms were acceptable as long as the uranium was established to be weapons grade. A second meeting was held between al-Fadl and the two agents in a small house within the village of Bait Al-Mal, north of Khartoum. Here, al-Fadl was shown a small cylinder between two and three feet tall with specification engravings which indicated that it was of South African origin.5

After making arrangements for a test of the uranium that was to be conducted with machinery and nuclear technicians from Nairobi, al-Fadl was informed by al Qaeda officials that his services were no longer required. He was paid $10,000 for putting together the deal, a sum that al-Fadl considered paltry. The test was eventually conducted within Hilat Koko in northern Cyprus, but al-Fadl was informed of neither the results nor the final outcome of the negotiations.6

In the CIA’s bin Laden file (codenamed “Alec”) remains verification that the uranium in question had been stolen from Valindaba, the nuclear manufacturing facility near Pretoria in South Africa. Under the apartheid regime, Valindaba had produced weapons-grade enriched uranium—enough to produce twenty nuclear bombs. Each bomb would have an explosive yield of fifteen to twenty kilotons of TNT—far more destructive than the atomic bombs that were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In the Alec file, one can find a bank draft of $1.5 million drawn by bin Laden from a Bank of Budapest account to pay for the sample kilo. However, the file provides no proof that the sale was consummated.7

Sudan in 1993 was an ideal place for bin Laden to begin his search for weapons of mass destruction. The nuclear black market was booming, and Sudan had become a pivotal transshipping point for weapons and materials, including enriched uranium. These goods flowed from Russia to Germany and from Germany to Sudan. From Sudan, the flow continued to such places as Iran, Libya, and Pakistan.8 The key al Qaeda agent in charge of the procurement of nuclear weapons was Mamdouh Mahmud Salim, an electrical engineer from Iraq. Salim, who combed the world for loose nukes, was eventually arrested in Germany in 1998, while attempting to buy several kilos of uranium for bin Laden, and extradited for trial in the United States.9

How much nuclear material Salim and other al Qaeda operatives were able to procure remains unknown. But the efforts must have resulted in some success since, as the CIA would later reveal, bin Laden established a laboratory in Khartoum in 1993 and hired a physicist from a Middle Eastern country to work on his project to create nuclear weapons that would be capable of killing millions of Americans.10 Bin Laden made no secret of his intent. “It is the duty of Muslims to possess these weapons,” he said on more than one occasion.11

After the bombing of the World Trade Center on February 23, 1993, the United States began to pressure the Sudanese government for bin Laden’s expulsion with threats of providing military assistance to Sudan’s hostile neighbors: Uganda, Eritrea, and Ethiopia.12 Additional pressure came from Egypt after al Qaeda’s botched attempt to assassinate President Hosni Mubarak on June 26, 1995, and from Saudi Arabia after the terrorist group’s bombing of the training center of the Saudi National Guard on November 13, 1995. Osama had become too hot for even Sudanese president Omar al-Bashir, who had sheltered Carlos the Jackal (the mastermind of terrorist bombings, kidnappings, and hijackings throughout the 1970s and early 1980s), to handle.

Backstage diplomatic maneuverings took place to bring about bin Laden’s expulsion.13 Prince Turki bin Faisal, the head of the Saudi intelligence service, later confided to a member of the press: “Sudan offered him [bin Laden] first to the U.S. who turned the offer down as they did not consider they had enough to indict him in an American court of law. So the Sudanese came to us with a proposition that we take Osama back but not try him in our courts. We turned them down and Crown Prince Abdullah told President al-Bashir, ‘No one is above the law.’”14

By bin Laden’s own admission, he had lost more than $150 million in Sudanese ventures.15 The Saudi government had revoked his citizenship and had frozen his assets.16 He became a man without a country.

Arriving without ceremony in Afghanistan, Osama bin Laden, the son of Muhammad bin Laden, seemed to have come to the end of his tether. He had been raised in the company of princes and kings. He was a university graduate with engineering and business skills and influential contacts throughout the world. Had he followed the path forged by his father, he could have been a respected engineer and building contractor, a pious member of the ummah (community of believers) in Saudi Arabia, and a billionaire in his own right.



[image: fig_30_1.png]


Muhammad bin Laden, Osama’s father, had left his native village of Al-Ribat in central Yemen in 1925 and settled in the Hejaz Province of Saudi Arabia. While working as a bricklayer on the new imperial palace, Muhammad gained the attention of Ibn Said, who recognized him as a gifted craftsman. He also displayed his ability as a provider of discreet services, such as the laundering of payments to their various causes.

Overnight, the illiterate bricklayer went from rags to riches. Muhammad received the contract to build the first royal palace in the Saudi port city of Jeddah, a contract for the rebuilding and refurbishing of the sacred mosques in Mecca and Medina, and a contract to build a road from Mecca to Taif in the Asir Mountains, where the royal families came to construct their country retreats. Osama once told the press: “It is no secret that my father was responsible for the infrastructure of Saudi Arabia. God blessed him and bestowed on him an honor that no other contractor has known. He built the Holy Mecca Mosque where the Holy Kaabah is located and he built the Holy Mosque in Medina for our Prophet.”17

This was only the beginning of prosperity for the bin Laden family. The oil boom of the 1970s transformed the company into one of the largest firms in the Middle East. The Bin Laden Corporation received contracts for the building of tens of thousands of housing units, for the construction of roads, such as the major highway between the two holy cities, and for the development of farm lands—replete with irrigation systems—throughout the desert.

Osama, “young lion” in Arabic, was born in 1957 and raised in a household of devout Wahhabists, and he, like his fifty brothers and sisters, was educated in Wahhabist schools. The Wahhabists follow the radical Sunni Islamic tradition espoused by Muhammad ibn Abdul Wahhab (1703–1791), who called for an uncompromising interpretation of the Koran—an interpretation that demands the institution of shariah in all Muslim lands: no use of prayer beads, no other name in prayer except Allah, no smoking of tobacco, no drinking of intoxicants, no abusive language, and no ornamentation in places of worship. Recalling his childhood, Osama said: “Every grown-up Muslim hates America, Christians, and Jews. It is part of our belief and our religion. Ever since I was a boy, I have been harboring feelings of hatred toward America.”18

Alia, Osama’s tiny Syrian mother, was one of the least favorites of his father’s wives.19 Muhammad’s other three wives were Saudis. The fourth wife, the last allowed by Muslim tradition, represented a movable object, frequently finding herself divorced to make way for a new favorite—a fate that befell Alia. The practice allowed Muhammad to accumulate a total of twenty-one wives during his long and fruitful career.20

The elder bin Laden, despite his penchant for dropping and adding the fourth wife, became renowned throughout the kingdom for his religious fervor and his piety. For more than forty years, he awaited the coming of the Mahdi, a Messianic figure foretold by the Haddith, who will lead the Muslim people to great victory over their enemies and bring forth the Day of Islam, when all people—believers and nonbelievers alike—fall in total submission before the throne of Allah. Muhammad even established a charitable fund of $12 million to assist the Mahdi in restoring the grandeur of Islam throughout the world. The pious old man could never have dreamed that his quiet and wide-eyed seventeenth son would come to lay claim to this exalted title. “He was fascinated—obsessed—by religion,” said a businessman who had worked with Muhammad for many years. “He loved obscure religious debate, and spent huge sums financing these regular evening meetings called halqas where the greatest preachers and religious teachers in the Saudi kingdom would gather to debate theology. I guess it satisfied some philosophical streak within him.”21

When Muhammad bin Laden died in a plane crash sometime between 1967 and 1973,22 King Faisal, who reportedly had only wept once before in his life, was said to have shed a second tear over the unfortunate demise of his close friend and favorite builder.23

The Bin Laden Corporation now came under the leadership of Muhammad’s sons Salem, Bakr, and Ali, who adopted the new name of Bin Laden Brothers for Contracting and Industry and established corporate headquarters in Jeddah. The Bin Laden Brothers came to represent a host of major European companies in the Middle East, including Audi, Volkswagen, and Porsche automobiles, and became the distributor of luxury products, such as the line of goods produced by the Dutch company Pander Projects, and of soft drinks, such as Snapple. It also teamed up with Hunting Survey Ltd., a British company, for the construction of prefabricated buildings. The company also continued to receive contracts for huge construction projects throughout the Saudi kingdom, including a massive highway around Riyadh, a reception hall for the royal palace, a high rise and a luxury hotel in Mecca, and the construction of the terminal and hangars at the Riyadh airport. As it expanded, the Bin Laden Brothers became known as the Saudi Bin Laden Group.24

By September 11, 2001, the group counted among its business partners such firms as General Electric, Citicorps, and the Carlyle Group. The latter represented an investment company whose principals included former secretary of defense Frank Carlucci, former secretary of state James Baker, and former British prime minister John Major; and whose advisors included former US president George H. W. Bush.25

There were also ties between the Bin Laden Group and other prominent political figures. In 1973 Salem bin Laden incorporated a company called Bin Laden Aviation in Austin, Texas. In 1976 Salem purportedly named James Bath, an aircraft broker from Houston, as his American agent and trustee.26 Bath, on behalf of bin Laden, was said to have purchased several airplanes from Air America, a company in northeastern Pennsylvania. Air America, which was headed by Rik Luytjes, was a shady outfit that served to transport over $2 billion worth of cocaine from Colombia to the United States.27 Luytjes became friendly with many Republican luminaries, including William Warren Scranton, the former governor of Pennsylvania and UN ambassador, and Joseph M. McDade, a powerful member of the House of Representatives, who chaired the Appropriations Committee.28

Soon after being appointed as Salem bin Laden’s trustee, Bath became a partner with George W. Bush in an oil company called Arbusto Energy. The investment money came from Salem bin Laden. Later, when questioned by the press, George W. Bush denied ever knowing Bath, although they had served together in the Texas Air National Guard. Finally, the future president admitted that Bath possessed a stake in Arbusto (which means “bush” in Spanish) and that he was aware that Bath represented Saudi interests.29

In 1988 Rik Luytes was arrested, and the story of Air America captured national headlines. Days after the story broke, on May 29, 1988, Salem bin Laden was killed in a mysterious plane crash near San Antonio, when his ultralight aircraft crashed into power lines immediately after takeoff. The eldest son of Muhammad bin Laden had been an experienced pilot with more than fifteen thousand hours of flight experience.30 The aircraft Salem was flying was one of the planes he had purchased from Air America.
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When his father, the nucleus of the bin Laden family also died in a plane crash, though in Saudi Arabia, Osama inherited a fortune estimated at $80 million—$30 million in cash and $50 million tied up in the company business—enough to grant him a place of prominence within the Saudi business community.31

Although Osama likes to present himself as the model of a believing Muslim who shared his father’s fundamentalist beliefs and piety, he made regular trips to Beirut, then the fleshpot of the Arab world, after his graduation from high school in 1973. Within the Lebanese capital, he gained a reputation as a binge drinker with a weakness for prostitutes and bar girls. His older brothers complained to friends and business associates of young Osama’s profli-gate behavior, while reminding themselves and others that he was the “son of a slave.”32

By 1975, Osama tired of the excesses of youth and took, through an arranged marriage, a young Syrian girl as his first wife. Her name was Najwa Ghanem, and she would bear his first son, Abdullah.33 The same year, Osama entered King Abdul Aziz University in Jeddah, where he studied economics, agriculture, and civil engineering.

At Jeddah, he came under the influence of two powerful figures. The first was Abdullah Azzam, a teacher of religion and a leader of the Muslim Brotherhood, a group that advocated the imposition of Islamic law (shariah) on all Muslim nations and the creation of a pan-Islamic state. The second was Muhammad Qutb, who taught Islamic studies. Muhammad Qutb introduced Osama to the writings of Sayyid Qutb, Muhammad’s esteemed brother and the so-called father of modern Islamic fundamentalism. Sayyid Qutb, who had been hanged in a Cairo jail for sedition in 1965, had maintained that Christians and Jews remained headed for hell and that Muslim leaders (such as President Nasser of Egypt and King Saud of Saudi Arabia) who did not abide by an intransigent interpretation of the teachings of the Koran were apostates, who must be resisted and overthrown.34

While studying at the university, Osama was also attending business meetings at the family business. He was clean-shaven and soft-spoken and always appeared at the firm in a well-tailored Western suit and tie.35

In 1979 eighty-five thousand Soviet troops invaded Afghanistan to prop up the communist government of Afghan president Noor Takaki. Religious teachers and clerics throughout Saudi Arabia began calling upon young men to take up arms in a jihad to liberate their Muslim brothers. Osama became one of the first to answer the call. By so doing, Osama believed that he was abiding by the wishes of his dead father: “My father was very keen that one of his sons should fight against the enemies of Islam. So I am the one son who is acting according to the wishes of his father.”36
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On December 26, 1979, Osama boarded a plane and headed off for a training camp in Pakistan. He took along his four wives (a Saudi, in addition to Najwa, a Syrian, and a Philippine) and some fifteen children.37 Milt Beardon, the CIA station chief in Peshawar, described the Arab recruits who arrived in the Pakistani city as follows: “Some were genuine, on missions of humanitarian value, while others were adventure-seekers looking for paths of glory, and still others were psychopaths.”38

Osama, at the age of twenty-three, was incredibly tall at six feet five and incredibly thin, weighing less than 180 pounds. He appeared to be ungainly, but he was quite athletic and highly skilled as a horseman, mountain climber, and soccer player.

During the next ten years, Osama engaged in armed conflict (including hand-to-hand combat against members of the Red Army in Jaji and Shaban) and helped build tunnels, roads, and bunkers using heavy construction equipment that he had purchased with his inheritance.39 Should you wish to take your life in hand, you can still visit the huge tunnels that he blasted into the Zazi Mountains of the Bahktiar Province for use as guerilla hospitals and ammunition dumps.40

In 1984 Abdullah Azzam, Osama’s former university professor, set up Mekhtab al-Khadamat (“the Office of Services”), a recruiting center for the jihad in Peshawar. When bin Laden returned from the front, he would stay with Azzam and the new recruits and sleep on the floor. Azzam would like to tell the recruits, “This man has everything in his own country. You see, he lives with all the poor people in this room.”41 The two became fast friends. Azzam traveled throughout the Middle East, the United Kingdom, and the United States to raise money and recruits for the holy war, while Osama provided financial support, handled military matters, and brought to Afghanistan experts from around the world in guerrilla warfare, sabotage, and covert operations.

The Soviet-Afghan War set the stage for the last standoff between the Soviet Union and the United States. To tip the scales against the Soviets, President Jimmy Carter provided the mujahadeen with $30 million in covert aid. This amount increased under the Reagan administration, and so did the carnage and the number of refugees. By 1985 the Afghan rebels were receiving $250 million a year in covert assistance to battle the by now 115,000 Soviet troops. This figure was double 1984’s amount. The annual amount received by the guerrillas reached $700 million by 1988. By this time, the CIA was even shipping Tennessee mules to Afghanistan to carry all the weapons in the hills.42 Even now, in the wake of Operation Enduring Freedom, Afghanistan remains littered with the abandoned one-way shipping containers that were used to bring all the weaponry into the country. In all, the Soviets said that 14,453 Red Army solders had been killed in the conflict. The real number, according to US intelligence sources, may be closer to 35,000.43
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Toward the end of the war, bin Laden and Azzam met with members of the Egyptian Islamic Jihad, the organization responsible for the assassination of Egyptian president Anwar Sadat. The leader of the group was Ayman al-Zawahiri, a physician from Cairo, who had arrived in Afghanistan in 1980. With his poor vision and lack of military training, al-Zawahiri proved to be of little use in combat, but he was extremely valuable in providing medical care and treatment for the troops.44 He courted bin Laden with the hope of obtaining his financial support for a few of his pet projects, including the assassinations of President Muhammad Zia ul-Haq of Pakistan and President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt, who, in his opinion, had become apostates.45

Bin Laden was impressed with al-Zawahiri, whom he called “the Doctor,” because of his education, his erudition, and his hatred of Soviets, Jews, and Christians.46

As a gesture of his friendship, the “Doctor” loaned two of his men to bin Laden: Muhammad Atef and Abu Ubaidah al-Banshiri. Atef later became al Qaeda’s operational planner. He was killed in a US air strike on Afghanistan in November 2001. Al-Banshiri came to serve as al Qaeda’s second in command of military operations. He drowned in a ferry boat accident on Lake Victoria in May 1996.47

Subsequent meetings were held until al-Zawahiri and the Egyptians became regular guests at Mekhtab al-Khadamat. Bin Laden gradually drifted away from his old friend Azzam and toward his new friends. The office transformed into a battleground for ideological differences. Azzam argued that the leaders of the mujahadeen should concentrate their efforts on the creation of a model Islamic state in Afghanistan that could capture the support of Muslims throughout the world and, in turn, wage war against Israel. Al-Zawahiri disagreed, as did bin Laden, arguing that a war should be fought on two fronts: the first against kafir countries, including the United States; and the second against apostate Muslim leaders, such as Hosni Mubarak of Egypt and Muammar Gadhafi of Libya.48 Soon Azzam no longer had a say in the operations of the Office of Services that he had labored to create, and bin Laden returned to Afghanistan to create a training camp for Arab commandos that he called Al Mashah, “the lion’s den.”49

On November 24, 1989, Azzam and his two sons, Ibrahim and Muhammad, were killed by a car bomb containing at least twenty kilos of TNT in Peshawar as they drove to a mosque for Friday prayer services.50 The bomb was activated by remote control.51 The murders were never solved.
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Shortly before the Soviet withdrawal in 1989, bin Laden and the Egyptians met at Al Mashah to create a headquarters to carry out their plans of continuing the jihad throughout the world. The guiding principle for the establishment of al Qaeda (“the Base”), no less than Marxism, was a utopian vision—the dream of a new world order that had been expressed by such Islamic scholars as Ibn Tamiyya, Rashid Rida, and Sayyid Qutb. It called for the creation of an empire—a pan-Islamic state—that would unite the world’s one billion Muslims under a single ruler and a single system of secular and religious law, the shariah. The instrument that would serve to create this universal caliphate would be al Qaeda, and the means to accomplish this religious and political objective would be jihad, a holy war that would rage until all of creation fell before the throne of Allah.

The task, as Qutb had pointed out, entailed “a full revolt against human rulership in all its shapes and forms, systems and arrangements.” It meant “destroying the kingdom of man to establish the kingdom of heaven on earth.”52

The war in Afghanistan had taught bin Laden and al-Zawahiri that this goal was attainable. After all, the guerrilla army of Muslims had brought the Soviet Union, one of the world’s superpowers, to its knees. This triumph was a result of their steadfast faith in Allah and the words of the Prophet, not of the billions in money and matériel that had been provided by the United States. “The lesson here is that jihad is a duty for the nation,” bin Laden said. “We believe that those who waged jihad in Afghanistan performed a great duty. They managed with their limited resources of RPGs, antitank mines, and Kalashnikovs to defeat the biggest legend known to mankind, to destroy the biggest war machine, and to remove from our minds the so-called big powers.”53

To bring forth the new caliphate, the apostate leaders of pro-Western Islamic countries (Saudi Arabia, Jordan, and Egypt) would have to be replaced with righteous rulers, and the Western powers that propped up these apostate states would have to be destroyed. Chief among such powers was the United States of America. If the United States was destroyed, these puppet regimes in the Middle East would collapse and the new caliphate would emerge from the rubble.

How could the guerrilla band in Afghanistan hope to bring about the destruction of the mightiest nation in the world? The answer, bin Laden and al-Zawahiri realized, lay in the acquisition of weapons of mass destruction, including, most particularly, nuclear weapons. The United States had unleashed such weapons against the civilian population of Japan at the close of World War II. Therefore, in accordance with the Islamic teaching of parity, they saw it was only fitting that such weapons be used against the American people.

According to testimony provided by Jamal Ahmed al-Fadl and other informants, al Qaeda became structured in the following manner:


	
Emir—Osama bin Laden

	
Chief Counsel—Ayman al-Zawahiri

	
The Shura or Consultation Council—the group of seasoned leaders of the jihad, who must approve major decisions such as terrorist attacks and the issuance of fatwas (edicts). The members of the shura (Majilis al-Shura) play leadership roles in al Qaeda’s major committees that consist of lower-ranking members of the organization.



The Committees


	
The Military Committee oversees recruitment, training, and the purchase of weapons.

	
The Islamic Study Committee makes rulings on religious law and trains all recruits in the teachings of the Koran and the Hadith (the tradition of the Prophet)

	
The Finance Committee oversees investments, corporate holdings, and tribute (monetary payments) exacted from Middle Eastern countries in exchange for bin Laden’s promise not to establish al Qaeda cells within their borders. This latter source of income is akin to the Danegeld that was paid by Anglo-Saxon kings to Viking princes or protection money that was provided to the Mafia.

	
The Cells— the selected sites of operatives throughout the world. Each cell engages in missions independent of the others, and its members, activities, and locations are kept secret from the other cells.

	
Headquarters—Al Qaeda’s first center of operation was on the outskirts of the city of Peshawar in Pakistan. The center, according to the latest intelligence, is now in the valley of Dir in the North-West Frontier Province of Pakistan, less than eighty miles from its original base.54




Al Qaeda, al-Fadl maintained, also employed the services of Abu Muaz el-Masrry, an interpreter of dreams. He attended all meetings of the Shura and met with bin Laden on a daily basis.55

A list of al Qaeda members, many of whom served with bin Laden in Afghanistan, and their whereabouts, as of this writing, is as follows:


	
Osama bin Laden—at large

	
Ayman al-Zawahiri—at large

	
Saif al-Adel (aka Saif Adel Makkawi), (security chief, Consultation Council and Military Committee)—at large
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