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introduction

Arriving at Los Angeles International Airport, the first thing I always notice are those towering palm trees—and the weather. Los Angeles is blessed with a delightful climate year-round. For me, a native New Englander, the never-ending days of brilliant sunshine can be startling—but are almost impossible not to love.


While there is a sameness to the weather, Los Angeles enjoys tremendous geographic diversity. The city sits on a broad plain adjacent to the Pacific Ocean. Yet the mountains are nearby, as the city is set squarely between the Santa Monica Mountains to the north and the San Gabriel Mountains to the east.


Los Angeles, the “City of Angels,” is the most populous city in California—home to nearly 10 million people—and is in fact the second-biggest city in the United States. People come from all over the country—and, indeed, the world—to Los Angeles. Each demographic, each group, adds to the city’s cultural diversity, including an endless mix of cuisines. Mexican food reigns supreme, but the city’s Asian restaurants (including Japanese, Chinese, Korean, and Thai) are unmatched almost anywhere in America.


There are more than 100 neighborhoods and communities in greater Los Angeles—including the most famous one of all: Hollywood, with its glitz and glamour, movie studios, and celebrities. Los Angeles is known as the entertainment capital of not only the United States but arguably the world. And there’s an even more heightened buzz lately as Los Angeles prepares to host the 2028 Summer Olympics.


Begin your visit in downtown Los Angeles. Trendy and cosmopolitan, Los Angeles always delivers on fun. It’s a haven for creatives: artists, musicians, and actors; influencers and designers. There is a palpable up-and-coming sense of change.


Los Angeles offers world-class museums and music venues, hip dining, fashion-forward shopping, and so many professional sports teams. It’s a monster of a city, so if you want to enjoy even a fraction of what it has to offer, you need to plan.


Los Angeles is also the birthplace of the laid-back California beach lifestyle. From Malibu to Santa Monica to Laguna Beach, the stunning coast is fringed by beautiful shorelines and white-tipped surf. It’s the stuff of California dreaming—and there’s always room for another towel on the sand.


The entire region is likewise a global hub for dining—the proximity of the fertile Central Valley and fresh seafood available from local waters means Southern Californians are positively spoiled when it comes to access to fresh, farm-raised food.


Los Angeles is sprawling; it’s not just a city but also a county. Broadly speaking, in terms of region, the greater Los Angeles area is considered Southern California. For visitors
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and residents alike, perhaps nothing defines Los Angeles like its car culture: its elaborate network of highways ties the city, mountains, coast, and desert together. Is there any more iconic America road trip than cruising the Pacific Coast Highway?


When you have had enough of driving in Los Angeles traffic, sometimes the best option is to drive out of it. One of the best things about Los Angeles is its proximity to Southern California’s breathtaking natural beauty. Santa Barbara’s wineries, Ventura’s beaches, and Big Bear’s skiing, as well as the desert resorts of Palm Springs, are all within a few hours’ drive from downtown. In Los Angeles, you really don’t have to go to an airport for a weekend getaway.


This book highlights some of the very best day trips to take from Los Angeles, along with the top stops along the way. There is a lot to see here—not just for a single visit but also for many more.








using this guide

All the day trips in this guide originate from downtown Los Angeles, which serves as a home base from which to explore Southern California. Throughout the book, for each itinerary, Union Station has been used as the Los Angeles mileage starting point. The trips are listed geographically, starting with those closest to downtown and radiating outward in each direction: north, northeast, east, southeast, south, southwest, west, and northwest.


Use this book as a starting point for your own adventures. Each day trip includes directions, distances, and a spiffy map. Of course, the best vacations also allow for spontaneity, but each itinerary offers enough detail to help you make the most of your time with a focus on the area’s top attractions, activities, and interesting stores, along with some hotel picks if you choose to spend the night. There are also suggestions for where to eat, from tasty fast-casual spots to hip haunts to places suitable for a special celebration.








getting around


driving

California driving laws are strict. Drivers and all passengers must wear seat belts, and a safety seat is required for children under age 8 or less than 4-foot-9 in height. Car insurance is mandatory, and proof of insurance and registration must be in the car. California has a hands-free driving law that is strictly enforced.


In Los Angeles, everything is about the traffic. Waze and other mapping systems are very helpful. Navigating Los Angeles’s epic traffic requires a strategic approach. Weekday rush hours are 6 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. It really is best to plan your travel for nonpeak hours. Many freeways have high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes, which require at least two or three passengers.


While Los Angeles is a car-crazed city, the upside is that Uber and Lyft are relatively inexpensive compared to other big American cities.





public transportation

Contrary to popular belief, Los Angeles does, in fact, have public transportation—including buses, subways, light rail, and commuter rail—and it is getting better all the time. Car-free adventures are absolutely possible, and, whenever practical, green options for getting around are highlighted throughout this guide. Metro (213-922-6000; metro.net), the public transportation network within Los Angeles County, includes six subway and light rail lines, including the visitor favorite Metro E Line that goes from downtown all the way to the Santa Monica Pier.


Note that Los Angeles Metro does not have tap-to-pay credit card capability—yet. The long-awaited contactless payment system should be up and running in time for the 2028 Olympics. However, they do have their own tap-to-pay card and can also take ApplePay.


Amtrak’s Pacific Surfliner hugs the coast and is a particularly scenic way to travel from Union Station (800 North Alameda St.; 800-872-7245; amtrak.com) to Santa Barbara, Anaheim, or San Diego.





highway designations

If you are going to spend any time outside of Los Angeles, you will need a car. Californians have multiple names besides their route number for their freeways. Here’s a primer on the most used ones.




	
Interstate 5, which bisects downtown on its way from Sacramento to San Diego, is known as the Santa Ana Freeway south of I-10 and the Golden State Freeway north of I-10.

	Interstate 10 is Los Angeles’s major east-west freeway, connecting the San Gabriel Valley with downtown, and is known as the Santa Monica Freeway west of I-5 and the San Bernardino Freeway east of I-5.

	US Highway 101 is known as the Hollywood Freeway in the city and the Ventura Freeway in the San Fernando Valley from the Santa Barbara County line.






hours of operation, prices, and credit cards

Since hours of operation, attraction prices, and other facts are subject to change, always confirm before making final travel plans. You can assume all establishments featured here accept major credit cards unless otherwise noted. If you have any questions, reach out to the establishment for specifics.



pricing key


accommodations

The price codes are for a double room per night during the peak season. Peak periods are generally May through September throughout Southern California, except for Palm Springs and Joshua Tree. For these desert communities, where summer daytime highs can reach 120 degrees, high season is January through April, while summer is their low season. Big Bear and Lake Arrowhead are another exception; their peak season coincides with the ski season, December through February. Additionally, Los Angeles hotel prices spike during awards season, which is January through March.






	$
	less than $200



	$$
	$201 to $400



	$$$
	$401 to $800



	$$$
	more than $800










restaurants

The price code reflects an estimate of the average price of dinner per person (excluding drinks, appetizers, tax, and tip). It is a benchmark only—you do you.






	$
	less than $25



	$$
	$25 to $50



	$$$
	$51 to $200



	$$$
	more than $200















where to get more information

Day Trips from Los Angeles attempts to cover a variety of travel experiences and interests. Note that many destinations have chain hotels and restaurants that are generally not included in the listings.


In addition, nearly all the California cities and towns covered in this book have a tourist information center. Contact details are listed in each chapter for local chambers of commerce and/or the convention and visitors bureaus that actively help tourists.


Here are some additional general resources:



	For information on trip planning for the state of California, check out California Tourism, 555 Capitol Mall, Suite 1100, Sacramento, CA 95814; (916) 444-4429;  visitcalifornia.com.

	For information on tourism in Los Angeles, check out the extensive Los Angeles Tourism and Convention Board website at discoverlosangeles.com.










staging a comeback


downtown los angeles

It used to be that downtown Los Angeles, with its high-rise office buildings, was seen by visitors as a take-it-or-leave-it neighborhood. At just under 6 square miles, but comprising lots of small, diverse neighborhoods, it was viewed as too crowded, not pedestrian friendly, and a little too run down. Not anymore. As its hashtag-friendly acronym DTLA—downtown Los Angeles—has taken off, so has the neighborhood. DTLA is newly fashionable in large part thanks to a thriving art scene, especially the Broad and the Los Angeles Philharmonic at Walt Disney Hall. The Crypto Center, home to the LA Lakers, is here as well. Los Angeles is a basketball town, and on game days DTLA feels like the center of the basketball universe. Whatever you do, savor the city. Los Angeles is an exciting foodie destination with elegant Michelin-starred restaurants, hole-in-the-wall spots, and everything in between.



where to go

Angels Flight Railway. 351 South Hill St.; (213) 626-1901; angelsflight.org. Across from the Central Market, a pair of counterbalancing cable cars move along a narrow-gauge railway built on a slope. This historic funicular dates from 1901 and was constructed for the convenience of Bunker Hill residents tired of hoofing it up the hill. Think of it as something between an elevator and a trolley. It takes just over a minute to cover the 300-foot distance, and it’s a lot more fun than taking the stairs to and from California Plaza. Open daily 6:45 a.m. to 10 p.m. Fare is $1 each way.


The Broad. 221 S. Grand Ave.; (213) 232-6200; thebroad.org. An exciting and rather new (opened in 2015) museum to visit, the Broad specializes in contemporary art. Its small but outstanding collection includes works by Andy Warhol, Roy Lichtenstein, and Jeff Koons. The museum’s most famed work is Yayoi Kusama’s immersive Infinity Room, which transports the viewer into a universe of endless reflections. The museum’s unique honeycomb design was conceived by New York architecture firm Diller Scofidio + Renfro and contrasts well with the shimmering Frank Gehry–designed Disney Hall next door. Open Tues, Weds, Fri 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Thurs 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Sat and Sun 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free admission, but timed entry tickets must be reserved in advance.


El Pueblo de Los Angeles Historical Monument. 125 Paseo de La Plaza; (213) 485-6855; elpueblo.lacity.gov. Directly across from Union Station, this historic district is considered the birthplace of Los Angeles and is located near the site of the 1781 settlement of the city. LA’s origin story has evolved over the years, but it is believed that the first settlers were from the Sonora region of Northern Mexico—half the families were of Indigenous or African heritage, and the other half were of Spanish descent. The district celebrates the city’s deeply rooted Mexican heritage. Explore Olvera Street, a Mexican marketplace featuring a gauntlet of vibrant souvenir stalls, eateries, and mariachi in the plaza. Or delve into early nineteenth-century domestic life at the Avila Adobe (open Tues through Sun 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; free). Dating from 1810, the simple wood frame house with bricks of mud and straw is one of the oldest structures in LA and is furnished as it might have looked in the 1840s.


Union Station. 800 N. Alameda St.; (213) 452-0200; unionstationla.com. Hearkening back to the glamorous age of train travel, LA’s Union Station, opened in 1939, is considered the last of the great American railway stations. It is the largest and busiest train station in the West and is the nexus for Amtrak trains, Metrolink commuter rail, the Metro subway, and cross-country and regional bus lines. Father and son architects John and Donald Parkinson designed the building, incorporating art deco, mission revival, and Spanish colonial styles. It is one of LA’s finest buildings, featuring a waiting room with a vaulted ceiling, massive art deco chandeliers, mahogany and leather seating, and a tile floor with a Navajo motif. There is a real permanence to the space; it is well worth a walk-through. Open daily 4 a.m. to 1 a.m.


Walt Disney Concert Hall. 111 South Grand Ave.; (323) 850-2000. The home of the Los Angeles Philharmonic since 2003, this modern auditorium rivals any world-class concert hall. The gleaming, curvaceous stainless-steel building, designed by renowned architect Frank Gehry (a Santa Monica resident), is striking. Inside, the steep, vineyard-style seating surrounds the orchestra and offers concert-goers an intimate listening experience. The LA Phil is in residence at Disney Hall from September through June, with a full schedule of performances that manage to cater to everyone from Beethoven fans to those who just want to hear what the music of Harry Potter sounds like live. Tip: Arrive early for performances to enjoy a preconcert drink in the rooftop garden. Free one-hour self-guided audio tours expertly narrated by John Lithgow are offered daily 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.





where to shop

Bodega. 1320 7th St., Suite 150; (866) 852-6334; bdgastore.com. You know a store has serious cred when it is able to expand from Boston to LA. Located at Row DTLA—part gallery, part theater—Bodega’s entrance is speakeasy style via a “secret” warehouse door and through a produce market that leads to a boutique that is the go-to place for some of the world’s best streetwear. Expect an eclectic selection of men’s and women’s sneakers, apparel, and accessories, from edgy Japanese brands to the latest from Iggy and Yeezy. Open Weds through Sat 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sun 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.



The Last Bookstore. 453 S. Spring St.; (213) 488-0599; lastbookstorela.com. If there is a bookstore that has something for everyone, this is it! You may need a day to peruse this massive 22,000-square-foot space, housed in a landmark 1914 bank building. On two floors you’ll find current bestsellers, used books, and antiquarian books, as well as a comic store, a yarn shop, a record store, and a vintage home goods store. They also have great merch like T-shirts, canvas bags, and camp mugs, which make wonderful souvenirs. But the best souvenir of all may be an Instagram photo in the upstairs book tunnel and porthole. Keep an eye on the event schedule, because when authors have a book to hawk in LA, they always come here. Open daily 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.





where to eat

Boomtown Brewery. 700 Jackson St.; (213) 617-8497; boomtownbrew.com. This warehouse industrial taproom and its next-door brewery draws the postwork crowd to the Arts District like a magnet. Boomtown typically has more than a dozen beers on tap; they are particularly known for their Euro-style ales and always have a handful of IPAs, along with stouts and a seasonal fruited beer or two. Building community since opening in 2017, they feature a rotating lineup of food trucks as well as a robust weekly events schedule of live music, comedy, and open mic nights. Open Mon through Thurs 5 p.m. to 10 p.m., Fri 3 p.m. to 1 a.m., Sat noon to 1 a.m., Sun noon to 9 p.m. $.


Grand Central Market. 317 South Broadway; (213) 359-6007; grandcentralmarket.com. Foodies will want to head over to Grand Central Market. Opened in 1917, this is LA’s original food market, offering some of the best food in the city—and often at reasonable prices. Hungry visitors can dig into overstuffed pastrami sandwiches at Wexler’s Deli; homestyle Korean food from Shiku; and tacos, tortas, and more from any one of the six (yes, six!) Mexican food stalls. Open daily 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. $.


Guelaguetza. 3014 W. Olympic Blvd.; (213) 427-0608; ilovemole.com. This bright orange restaurant in the middle of Koreatown is huge and nearly always packed. It is legendary for its Mexican hospitality and a menu of simple but sophisticated dishes that put a spin on Oaxacan tradition. The tamales, tostadas, and chiles rellenos are exceptional, but the dishes that really shine are the goat barbacoa tacos and the pork memelas—tortillas with black beans and pork rind paste. But whatever you do, don’t skip the “Festival de Moles,” a sampler of four different moles served with rice, homemade tortillas, and shredded chicken to start your meal. Guelaguetza does a stellar horchata, too; their version is made from rice water topped with chopped cantaloupe and walnuts and a splash of cactus fruit syrup. $$.


Pine and Crane. 1120 S. Grand Ave.; (213) 536-5292; pineandcrane.com. The Taiwanese culinary scene is all about street food—a mash-up of Chinese and Japanese food cultures. Here, they take a playful approach, offering a series of small dishes with small prices to match. Try the gua bao (pork belly in a clamshell bun), which is known as the Taiwanese hamburger, or an order of Taiwanese fried popcorn chicken. Large format classics like three cup chicken and hot and sour soup are other must-tries. It’s a large, sleek space and counter-service only, but since it is close to the Crypt, expect it to be crowded before and after games. Note: There is another branch—the original—in Silver Lake. Open daily 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. $$.


Pitchoun. 545 S. Olive St.; (213) 689-3240; pitchounbakery.com. It’s a boulangerie. It’s a patisserie. It’s a café. Pitchoun—which means “kiddo” in French—does all three of these things extraordinarily well. Their kouign-amann (a flat, buttery pastry with threads of crunchy, caramelized sugar) is outstanding. And in the “best thing I ever ate category,” their artichoke, red pepper, and goat cheese quiche is a serious contender. Tip: Show up at a summer Hollywood Bowl concert with Pitchoun’s bright orange bag loaded with picnic goodies—their sandwiches and salads and charcuterie/cheese plates travel well for easy picnicking. Open daily 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. $.


Republique. 624 S. La Brea Ave.; (310) 362-6115; republiquela.com. Husband-and-wife team Walter and Margarita Manzke have combined their extensive culinary talents (she won the James Beard Outstanding Pastry Chef award in 2023) to create a modern LA classic. And while the soaring spaces in the historic 1928 building offer spectacle, the vibe is always lively and surprisingly low-key. The bakery café is superb, offering artisan breads, pastries, sandwiches, and salads. In the morning, you can just walk in and get a seat at one of the communal tables. The next-door brasserie is a hard reservation to snag but worth it for a pan-Mediterranean menu that avails itself of the best produce Southern California has to offer—pasta with Dungeness crab, sole with potato mousseline, red wine–braised short ribs with polenta. Bakery and café open daily 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. $. Restaurant open Tues through Fri 5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m., Sat 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. $$$.





where to stay

The Biltmore. 506 South Grand Ave.; (213) 624-1011; millenniumhotels.com. Perfectly located for a first-time trip to LA, the Biltmore is one of the city’s grandest and most historic hotels. First opening its doors in 1923 and combining Neo-Renaissance, Gothic, and Beaux Art styles, the Biltmore has been featured in countless movies over the years, including classics like Chinatown, Vertigo, and The Sting as well as new films like Oppenheimer. The Biltmore was also used as the backdrop for Taylor Swift’s “Delicate” music video. The hotel channels its history with that of the “City of Angels” through its architecture, with 1,000 representations of angels on gold-carved millwork, in the weave of the lobby carpet design, and incorporated into fountains—see how many you can spot! One noteworthy amenity is the lavish underground Italianate pool. This is one of the city’s largest hotels, with nearly 700 rooms, some of which are a tad small, but bargain rates are often available. $$.


Hotel Figueroa. 939 S. Figueroa St.; (213) 627-8971; hotelfigueroa.com. Located smack dab in the beating heart of DTLA, Hotel Figueroa’s eclectic design cues and diverse food offerings are a true reflection of the neighborhood it calls home. Built in 1926 as a women’s-only residential hotel catering to would-be actresses, the elegant Spanish Colonial Revival building, with its ornate plasterwork and lushly landscaped courtyard, evokes Hollywood’s golden age. The spacious and dramatic lobby features an original fireplace, wood-beamed ceilings, and wrought iron detailing. It is the neighborhood’s gathering place, putting an emphasis on casual cool with lots of seating, including “see and be seen” groupings of velvet club chairs and leather sofas as well as secluded tables in tucked-away corners. The hotel’s 268 guest rooms have a bohemian pied-à-terre aesthetic and are a blend of mid-century modern and vintage finds. Specially commissioned artwork—many from LA-based women artists—gives each room a character of its own. Café Fig is the hotel’s all-day dining space, serving artisanal light fare and exceptional espresso. Or soak in LA’s perpetual sunshine at the pool while enjoying perfectly shaken cocktails and Baja-inspired fare from La Casita—the short rib nachos with cilantro aioli are a must. $$$. 
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hooray it’s hollywood:
hollywood


hollywood

Hollywood is a small neighborhood—just a little over 3 square miles—but it is without a doubt LA’s top attraction and one of the most exciting cultural hubs in the world. And while the roots of Hollywood can be traced back to the studios that set up shop here in the 1920s during the silent movie era, it was the invention of the “talkie “in the 1930s that heralded Hollywood’s golden age.

Hollywood Boulevard is the neighborhood’s Times Square—like its East Coast rival, a little faded and perhaps somewhat seedy, but its pulsing heart. The Hollywood Walk of Fame is so universally associated with LA that visitors from all over the world—nearly 10 million a year—are drawn to it to track down the stars of their favorite movie and TV personalities.

After 100 years of moviemaking, Tinseltown still glitters. Hollywood is on the upswing these days, with the recent opening of the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures and, in its wake, a slew of new hotels and restaurants to go along with vintage favorites.


getting there

The distance between downtown LA and Hollywood is 7 miles. If your destination is the excitement and energy of star-studded (literally!) Hollywood Boulevard, your best bet is to leave the car behind and to use Metro rail. From Union Station, take the B Line and get off at either Hollywood/Vine (eastern) or Hollywood/Highland (western).
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where to go

Academy Museum of Motion Pictures. 6067 Wilshire Blvd.; (323) 930-3000;  academymuseum.org. An instant success when it opened in 2021, this is the world’s most important film museum, holding one of the largest collections of films, movie documents, props, and costumes related to the cinematic arts. Permanent displays include The Oscars Experience, an immersive exhibit in which visitors can accept their own Academy Award. Some of the impressive movie memorabilia on display includes the tablets from The Ten Commandments, the typewriter used to write the Psycho screenplay, and the yellow dress worn by Emma Stone in La La Land. Special exhibits are incredibly wide ranging; recent themes have included The Art of Moviemaking: The Godfather, Regeneration: Black Cinema 1898–1971, and Pedro Almodóvar: Muses and Influences. As you would expect, the museum hosts regular industry events in its two screening theaters, with some events open to the public. The 7-floor building is stunning, featuring a futuristic space designed by Renzo Piano that looms over most of its Wilshire Boulevard block and houses a better-than-it-needs-tobe restaurant, Fanny’s (323-930-3080; fannysla.com), as well as an excellent gift shop. There is no Hollywood schlock here; the store is worth a visit on its own for its selection of posters, home goods, books, and high-end collectibles. Open Weds through Mon 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tickets are $25 adults, $19 seniors, $15 students, free for children 17 and under.

Hollywood Bowl. 2301 N. Highland Ave.; (323) 850-1885; hollywoodbowl.com. Seemingly built into the hills, this 18,000-seat outdoor amphitheater opened in 1922, during Hollywood’s earliest days, and has grown alongside the movie industry to become a legendary stage that has welcomed the Beatles, the Who, Leonard Bernstein, and Adele. Tickets are a bargain—they can be had for as little as $15—and the views are great no matter where you sit. The season runs from April through October. The Hollywood Bowl is the summer home of the LA Phil, with concerts ranging from classical superstars like Lang Lang and Joshua Bell to programs that feature music of the stage and screen, like The Music of John Williams and Sing-Along Sound of Music. Recent non–LA Phil events have included jazz favorite the Gipsy Kings and jam band Phish. Tips: Take Metro and arrive early—the gates open 90 minutes in advance. Better yet, arrive with time to dine at the picnic tables on the grounds. The Hollywood Bowl has amazing food options: charcuterie and cheese boards as well as three-course meals and street food like tacos, fried chicken, and pizza that you can order in advance or from the food court marketplace when you arrive. You can also bring your own picnic—and your own beer and wine too. Check the website for events and ticket pricing.

Hollywood Forever Cemetery. 6000 Santa Monica Blvd.; (866) 706-4826;  hollywoodforever.com. Adjacent to Paramount Studios, this may well be Hollywood’s most underrated attraction. Rather than gawking at celebrity homes from a tour bus, go grave peeping at this 60-acre garden cemetery, which was established in 1899 as a place of beauty for burying loved ones. It is the final resting place of some of the industry’s biggest names, including Cecil D. DeMille, Judy Garland, Marilyn Monroe, Mel Blanc, and Burt Reynolds. The flower/gift shop sells a guidebook to help locate graves, or you can check out the interactive map on the cemetery’s website. Open daily dawn to dusk. Free.

Hollywood Walk of Fame. Along Hollywood Blvd. and Vine St.; walkoffame.com. The world’s most famous sidewalk was originally a marketing ploy dreamed up by the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce in 1958 to bring more visitors to Hollywood. This landmark walkway draws millions of visitors annually to admire the brass-and-terrazzo stars that pay tribute to show business legends. Today there are more than 2,700 stars along both sides of Hollywood Boulevard and Vine Street. Check the database on the Walk of Fame website to find the location of your favorite celebrity’s star.

Los Angeles County Museum of Art. 5905 Wilshire Blvd.; (323) 857-6000; lacma.org. Known far and wide as LACMA, this is the largest museum in the western United States. Its encyclopedic collection of more than 150,000 works is not only broad—covering the entire world from antiquity to the present—but also deep, with significant holdings in Asian, European, Latin American, and modern art. You could easily spend an entire day here. Among the main attractions to seek out: Diego Rivera’s Flower Day and Pablo Picasso’s Weeping Woman with Handkerchief. LACMA’s most famous work of all is at its entrance: the public art installation Urban Light by Chris Burden. The 202 antique cast iron streetlamps are arranged in a grid, and since its unveiling in 2008 it has become one of the city’s icons and the backdrop of countless social media feeds. Open Mon, Tues, and Thurs 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Fri 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Sat and Sun 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Admission $28 adults, $23 LA County adults; $24 seniors and students, $19 LA County seniors and students; $13 children ages 3–12, LA County children free; free ages 2 and under.

Madame Tussaud’s Hollywood. 6933 Hollywood Blvd.; (323) 798-1670;  madametussauds.com/hollywood/. Perhaps best for parents of bored teens, this Madame Tussaud’s has 125 amazingly lifelike wax figures of celebrities. Among the pop icons immortalized in wax are Lady Gaga, Harry Styles, Ryan Gosling, and Angela Bassett. Old Hollywood is well represented too, with Charlie Chaplin, Marilyn Monroe, and Clint Eastwood. Open daily 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tickets vary by day/date starting at $30 for the standard ticket.

Paramount Studio Tour. 5515 Melrose Ave.; (323) 956-1777; paramountstudiotour.com. If you are in love with movies and moviemaking, step into the world of films with a tour of Paramount’s historic working studios—no acting experience required. Two-hour small-group tours—a combination of walking and fun stretch golf cart—are limited to 10 people and led by invariably engaging studio pages (likely looking for their big break). Highlights include the original Forrest Gump bench and a New York City back lot. Tours take place daily 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and must be booked in advance. Tours begin at $65; participants must be age 10 or over.

TCL Chinese Theatre. 6925 Hollywood Blvd.; (323) 461-3331; tclchinesetheatres.com. This glorious movie palace was built by showman Sid Grauman in 1923 and designed in a faux Chinese style complete with stone lions, dragons, and a pagoda roof. At the time of its construction, it rivaled the theaters of East Coast cities and the opera houses of Europe. Today, visitors come in droves to visit the courtyard and see the concrete handprints of movie stars from the 1920s to the present day. Among the 200 famous names with imprints are Roy Rogers (with his horse Trigger’s hoofprint), Arnold Schwarzenegger, and the core trio from Harry Potter: Daniel Radcliffe, Emma Watson, and Rupert Grint. The theater underwent a total renovation in 2013 and still regularly hosts red carpet film premieres of the latest blockbusters. While the naming rights now belong to Chinese electronics manufacturer TCL (Telephone Communication Limited), everyone still calls it Grauman’s.




where to shop

Amoeba Music. 6200 Hollywood Blvd.; (323) 245-6400; amoeba.com. A Los Angeles staple of the music scene since 2001, this independent store has a massive stock of vinyl, CDs, and more, spanning the musical universe from folk to jazz to punk to rap—not to mention every subgenre in between. The store also frequently hosts amazing (free!) concerts and release parties. The specialty staff are welcoming to all and are music obsessives who are informed enough to impress. Open Mon through Thurs 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., Fri through Sun 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Hollywood Toys and Costumes. 6600 Hollywood Blvd.; (800) 554-3444;  hollywoodtoysandcostumes.com. Costume season in Hollywood is year-round, and this store has been a go-to for movies and television studio stylists and costume designers since 1950. It supplies quirky, classic, and on-trend costumes as well as a wide selection of jokes, gag novelties, and magic tricks. Open Mon through Sat 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sun 10:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.




where to eat

Azizam. 2943 W. Sunset Blvd.; (323) 928-2286; azizamla.com. One of LA’s most intriguing new restaurants of 2024, Azizam offers inspired riffs on traditional Iranian recipes. The house-made barbari bread features nigella and sesame seeds and is perfect for scooping up shallot yogurt or to go along with ash-e-jo, a barley and bean soup with mint and fried onion. The menu is limited, but the must order is the kofteh tabrizi, a ginormous showstopper of a meatball stuffed with dried fruits and walnuts. For dessert, order the napoleon: crackly puff pastry layers sandwiching seasonal jam and dreamy rosewater-scented cream. Open Thurs through Sun 12 p.m. to 10 p.m., Mon 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. $$.
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