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FOREWORD


I came to Christ when I was thirteen years old, but I always felt like something was missing. Then, fast-forward decades later to my first encounter with the grace message.


It’s hard to believe the religious ideas you’ve been told your entire life aren’t quite the whole truth. So, at first, the grace message seemed too good to be true. But all of a sudden, the light turns on and you go free in the finished work of Christ. The powerful simplicity of the message just blows you away!


In no uncertain terms, Andrew Farley shows why the good news is actually great news. This extraordinary, battle-tested message of hope and freedom has a proven track record of transforming lives. And it’s a surprising alternative to the popular behavior-improvement message that offers no more than the illusion of sin management. There’s just no comparison, so don’t settle for less.


The Grace Message is bursting with truth. The love of God practically drips from its pages. God can use this important book to reinvigorate your faith as you discover how to get way more out of your new life in Christ. Here, you’ll celebrate Jesus to the fullest and maybe even fall in love with Him all over again. Read it and see for yourself!


Bart Millard


singer/songwriter for MercyMe










DANGEROUS GRACE


A few years ago, I was giving a weekend conference on the grace message. There were a few hundred people packed into the fellowship hall of a small church in the Midwest. Some were taking notes, and many were asking questions.


Everyone was loving it. Well, almost everyone.


I could tell one man was really struggling with what I was saying. He couldn’t reconcile everything he was hearing with what he’d been taught his whole life. Halfway through the second day, he hit his breaking point. He jumped to his feet in the middle of the session and, in a belligerent tone, declared, “All you talk about is grace. What about the deeper things of the Gospel?


“You’re ignoring the sanctification process,” he continued. “Yes, we’re saved by grace, but you preach a message of cheap grace. You’re giving people a license to sin!”


“A license to sin?” I questioned. “People seem to be sinning just fine without a license. What if we give God’s grace a chance?”


He stormed out of the room, leaving the audience wondering what might happen next.


This wasn’t the first time someone got revved up enough to speak out during my teaching. And it certainly wouldn’t be the last. Over the years, I’ve seen people become furious and walk out of Bible studies, conference sessions, and Sunday morning services—all because they didn’t agree that God’s grace was really this good.


The fact is that many people—yes, even lots of well-intentioned believers in Jesus—object to a focus on God’s grace. To them, too much grace seems dangerous. Maybe they think grace teachers are secretly leading lives of wild, unrestrained sin and leading others down that road too. So they attack the message, calling it “cheap grace” or “greasy grace” or “hyper-grace.”


The Truth about Grace


Cheap grace? It cost Jesus everything, and it’s absolutely free to us! Greasy grace? We’re not climbing a firepole up to God and slipping back. God climbed down to us in the person of Christ. Hyper-grace? Well, I’m certainly hyper about God’s never-ending grace. Aren’t you? The Bible actually uses the expression “hyper” to describe God’s grace:




Romans 5:20: hypereperisseusen—God’s grace over-abounded!


Ephesians 2:7: hyperballon—God’s grace surpasses and exceeds (expectations)!


1 Timothy 1:14: hyperepleonasen—God’s grace was in surpassing abundance!





The Greek prefix hyper, meaning “above and beyond,” “over the top,” or “in excess,” is used a few times to describe God’s grace in the New Testament. Why shouldn’t we be “hyper” about the surpassing overabundance of His grace?




	God is the God of all grace (1 Peter 5:10).


	Grace is multiplied to us in the knowledge of Him (2 Peter 1:2).


	Jesus is full of grace (John 1:14).


	The Old Testament prophesied about this grace we have today (1 Peter 1:10).


	There’s more than enough grace to go around (1 Timothy 1:14).


	We’ve received an abundance of grace (Romans 5:17).


	For us, it’s “grace upon grace” (John 1:16).


	We stand in grace (Romans 5:2).


	The grace of God overflows to us (Romans 5:15).


	The Gospel itself is called the “gospel of grace” (Acts 20:24; Galatians 1:6).


	We’re saved by grace (Ephesians 2:5, 8).


	Grace doesn’t just bring salvation. It teaches us to say “no” to sin (Titus 2:11–12).


	It’s important not to miss the grace of God (Hebrews 12:15).


	
When there’s sinning going on, God dishes out grace even more (Romans 5:20; Romans 6:1).


	God knows sin won’t master us if we’re under His grace (Romans 6:14).


	Paul and Barnabas urged converts to continue in God’s grace (Acts 13:43).


	We’re supposed to set our hope completely on God’s grace (1 Peter 1:13).


	It’s good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace (Hebrews 13:9).


	We grow in grace (2 Peter 3:18).


	We’re called to stand firm and be strong in the grace of God (1 Peter 5:12; 2 Timothy 2:1).





I could keep going.


Is too much grace dangerous? Only to the enemy! For us, it seems God’s grace is not only safe but essential. You really don’t have to worry about “too much grace.” Paul says it’s foolish to start by the grace of God and continue any other way (Galatians 3:1–3; Colossians 2:6–7).


No Deeper Message


There’s a terribly erroneous idea in the Church today that God’s grace is only “cookies and candy” and that we need to focus on the “deeper” message of “stop your sinning.” That’s the core problem in the Church today: Those who think “stop sinning” is a deeper message can find that anywhere—from the message of John the Baptist to many world religions. In reality, there is no deeper message than “the gospel of grace” (Acts 20:24). We never graduate from God’s grace!


However, many people sitting in our churches today are getting a lightweight understanding of God’s grace. They think it’s merely about forgiveness when they fail and Heaven when they die. They don’t see the empowerment of God’s grace, so they seek to lessen it, temper it, or balance it with something else. They kill their victory over sin and don’t even realize it:




For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace. (Romans 6:14)





Grace isn’t just the treatment for sin; it’s the cure. More grace means more victory over sin. Less grace means less victory over sin. Do we really want less victory? If so, less grace is the sure way to get there.


The Grace Message


Grace is a word we all know, yet we so often fail to really believe in what it means. Grace is both essential and dazzling. It raises eyebrows. It begs questions. Grace turns everything upside down.


In this book, I invite you to get in on the best flavor of Christianity and celebrate the good news of the Gospel like never before. It will awaken you to a revolutionary perspective every healthy Christian should have.


Life is too short to miss out on God’s best, and what you don’t know about God’s grace can hinder you from experiencing the joy of Jesus in every area of your life. So if you’ve been weighed down by ruthless religion, or if you’ve been searching for that high-octane version of the Gospel that you know must exist, this is it.


Get ready to be boosted into a remarkable new confidence. Here, you’ll be challenged to dismiss the lies you’ve believed and make up your own mind about how big God’s grace really is.


Welcome to The Grace Message.










PART 1 FLIRTING WITH MOSES











CHAPTER 1


Eric was frustrated. He couldn’t understand how anyone would be motivated to live a godly life if God’s grace was as big as I was claiming. He called in to our radio program to voice his objection.


“If I believe what you’re saying, then what’s my incentive to not lay around and smoke weed all day?”


“Is that what you want, Eric? To lay around and smoke weed?” I asked.


“No! I don’t want that,” he exclaimed. “I’m just saying, what’s the incentive for someone to want to do good if they’ve already got the golden ticket to Heaven?”


“It doesn’t sound like you need an incentive, Eric,” I said. “You already indicated you don’t want to do those things.”


“I’m not talking about me,” he replied scornfully. “I’m talking about other believers.”


Eric’s concern is not uncommon. I hear it all the time.


People are afraid of too much grace—not for themselves, but for “those other people over there.” They’re scared other believers will just go out and do whatever they want.


They’re scared of what Christians want.


But God took out our stony hearts and gave us new, obedient hearts (Romans 6:17). He promised to work in us to cause us to want what He wants (Philippians 2:13). Apparently, God isn’t afraid of what believers really want!


God can afford to put us under grace with no limits, because His grace doesn’t stop at forgiveness. He also gives us new spiritual passions and desires. The Bible says we’re now allergic to sin and addicted to Jesus (Romans 6:11).


You’re Safe under Grace


I’m allergic to eggs. They’re a real shock to my system. My body rejects them, and when I slip, all kinds of alarming symptoms warn me of what I’ve eaten and how profoundly it disagrees with me. In the same way, sin is a real shock to your system. Your new identity in Christ rejects sin. All kinds of alarms go off when you sin. It’s “all hands on deck” to resolve the situation.


You’re allergic to sin and addicted to Jesus. You may think you want to sin. You may feel like you want to sin. But you’re going to prove your new identity one way or another: by sinning and being miserable or by expressing Jesus and being fulfilled. Either way, you prove you’re a slave of righteousness (Romans 6:18). You can’t escape your destiny of displaying Christ. You’re fused to Him, bonded to Him forever. You can’t get away from your new core desires.


When we’re worried about too much grace, it’s because our view of grace is puny and pitiful. Some see grace simply as mercy for when we fail, or a ticket to Heaven, or God canceling our debt. Sure, those things are a part of God’s grace, but let’s not settle for anything less than the fullness of God’s grace. In His grace, God took a spiritual scalpel and cut out your sinful heart and replaced it with a beautiful, new heart that always loves Jesus. That’s part of what God’s grace did too.


Grace is more than mercy, more than forgiveness, more than a ticket to Heaven. Is God’s grace a “get out of jail free” card? Yes, and it’s also a “get a new heart for free” card. We believers should be celebrating both.


That’s where we find true balance as God intended. Instead of pumping the brakes on how big God’s love and grace are, we should simply be adding the message of new identity and new desire into the mix. We have every reason to push the accelerator to the floor when it comes to grace!


You’ve already been doing what you think you want to do, and so far there’s been no lightning strike. What if you started doing what you actually want and allowed the freeing atmosphere of God’s grace to help you discover your truest desires?


When the sky’s the limit, what do you really want? Have you noticed that when you sin, it never really pays off? Sinning is the best way to be miserable. And living under grace—with a new and better option—makes you realize this more quickly.



Let’s Get Specific!


Without a good understanding of the Gospel, grace can feel nebulous. The Gospel shows you God’s grace in specific ways. It allows you to define God’s grace with precision. Without it, you’re left with whatever you might think God feels toward you.


There are lots of teachings out there that claim God is good and God is gracious. But the Gospel gets down to pinpoint accuracy about God’s grace. This means you no longer have to constantly wonder: How forgiven am I? How secure am I? How new am I? Through the Gospel, God gives you specific (and exhilarating!) answers.


Attempts to throw stones at God’s grace usually start with the premise that it is nothing more than mercy or forgiveness when we’ve fallen. But God’s grace is actually empowering. Crying “too much grace” is like complaining about “too much victory over sin.” By God’s grace, we’ve been given righteousness and new life and new desires. God’s grace is a dynamic force at work in our lives every moment as He teaches us to say “no” to sin and “yes” to who we really are in Christ (Titus 2:11–12).


So, are you ready to set aside Law-based living and trust God’s grace all the way?




The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless (for the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw near to God. (Hebrews 7:18–19)













CHAPTER 2


Our Sunday service had just finished, and I was standing at the door greeting people on their way out. A woman came up and introduced herself—an older woman named Evelyn. She’d attended our church a few times, she said, and each time she’d heard something that made her come back for more. Today, she’d gathered up her courage to talk to me about it.


“I’ve been a Christian all my life. I’m now almost seventy years old,” she said. “All that time in church, though, and I never heard much about the New Covenant. But you’re putting into words what I always knew was true in my heart. I wish I had heard this forty years ago!”


Sadly, the New Covenant (the New Testament message of God’s grace) goes mostly unaddressed in the Christian world today. Think about it: How many sermons have you heard in your lifetime that highlighted what the New Covenant is and why it is so much better than the Old Covenant?


I’ve heard that Hebrews is the least-studied epistle in the New Testament, yet it’s the one that brags the most about all we enjoy in the New Covenant. For many Christians, the term “New Covenant” is just the name of a church down the street. You know, New Covenant Bible Church or New Covenant Chapel of God.


So, what’s the New Covenant really all about? Well, at salvation, we enter into a contract of sorts, but it’s not a contract of our own making. The New Covenant is nothing like the “we will obey everything” promise that Israel made at the foot of Mount Sinai (Exodus 24:7).


This New Covenant is totally different… on purpose. Why? Because Old Testament followers could not remain faithful. This is why the writer of Hebrews, quoting extensively from the Old Testament book of Jeremiah, says:




But God found fault with the people and said: “The days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from them, declares the Lord.


“This is the covenant I will establish with the people of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.


“No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” (Hebrews 8:8–12)





Hebrews announces the New Covenant is radically different from the Old. The number one reason for this is that the Israelites couldn’t remain obedient to God’s law. They were unfaithful.


So what does God do differently in this New Covenant? He rigs everything. Through Jesus, we are God’s people, no matter what. We know Him intuitively. He put His desires inside us. Now we want what He wants. Our sin record is gone forever. God’s not keeping score with us. In short, the New Covenant is a download (of a new heart) and a deletion (of your sins).


A Broken Promise


“When I was in college, I promised God I would go into full-time ministry, and I never did,” William confessed. “I still look back and wonder if I let Him down, and if I’m even saved. If I am still saved, I feel like a total failure for not keeping my promise to Him. Now everything feels like God’s second best in my life.”


I felt terrible for him. William hung his head as he spoke and couldn’t even look me in the eye. It was clear that this was the source of a deep and abiding sense of failure and shame in his life. It had taken a lot of courage for him to approach me about this. Thankfully, I had an idea.


“What if God never asked you to make Him that promise in the first place?” I suggested.


“What do you mean?” William asked, confused. He’d never considered his problem from this angle before.


“Well, we humans are horrible promise keepers. It’s not just you. All of us are,” I explained. “That’s why the New Covenant is not about us keeping promises to God. It’s about God’s big promise to Himself.”


As I began to share the truth about Jesus’s being the ultimate Promise Keeper, I could see William start to relax inside. There was hope. Maybe he didn’t have to continue to see himself as a failure. Maybe he could focus on God’s promises to him, rather than his promises to God.


And this opened the door to an even more revolutionary thought: What if God never held any expectations over him to begin with?


Another Broken Promise


How are you at promise-keeping? How about keeping New Year’s resolutions? If you’re like me, you’ve broken a few promises over the years, and you’ve failed to keep up your end of the bargain at least a time or two.


The Israelites were no different when it came to promise-keeping. They weren’t good at it at all. Here in Exodus 24, we see how they promised to keep the whole Law:




When Moses went and told the people all the Lord’s words and laws, they responded with one voice, “Everything the Lord has said we will do.”… Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, “We will do everything the Lord has said; we will obey.” (Exodus 24:37)





There were 613 commands in the Law. Some of them carried a punishment of death for non-compliance. So Israel was making quite a promise!


How did it go for them? If you’re familiar with the Old Testament, you know it’s a story of failure upon failure and promises to rededicate and do better, followed by even more failure. Perhaps the whole experience is best summarized here in Psalm 78:




But they put God to the test and rebelled against the Most High; they did not keep his statutes. Like their ancestors they were disloyal and faithless, as unreliable as a faulty bow. They angered him with their high places; they aroused his jealousy with their idols. When God heard them, he was furious; he rejected Israel completely. (Psalm 78:56–59)





Ouch! And it wasn’t just the common people of Israel who were failing. The priests who were leading the nation were just as bad at keeping promises. Here’s what God said about them:




“And now, you priests, this warning is for you. If you do not listen, and if you do not resolve to honor my name,” says the Lord Almighty, “I will send a curse on you, and I will curse your blessings. Yes, I have already cursed them, because you have not resolved to honor me.” (Malachi 2:1–2)





Apparently, nobody could keep their promises to God. And maybe that was the whole point. The first promise-keepers convention was a failure. Plus, Israel’s initial disobedience was only a preview of coming attractions. Therefore, God decided to usher in something new and different through Jesus. This New Covenant would not be about our promise-keeping. No, it would be about God’s promise-keeping to Himself:




Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope set before us may be greatly encouraged. We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. (Hebrews 6:17–19a)





What anchors us today is not our promises to God but His promise to Himself! Yes, two unchangeable things (God and God) are what sustain us. It’s impossible for God to lie, right? So a truth-telling God on one side and a truth-telling God on the other side secure us as saved people forever. God Himself is our anchor. God is the only true Promise Keeper.




When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for him to swear by, he swore by himself. (Hebrews 6:13)













CHAPTER 3


I was flipping through TV stations late one night after watching a basketball game. A mention of King David caught my attention, so I paused on the preaching channel for a few minutes.


“David had such an amazing walk with God. Would you like that kind of walk?” the well-known evangelist asked temptingly. The Bible calls King David “a man after God’s own heart,” after all. Who wouldn’t like to be called that too?


The preacher continued, “You can begin the journey toward the intimacy with God that David enjoyed by praying through Psalm 139 and asking God to reveal the sin in your heart.” That’s where things came to a screeching halt. It was a formula I’d heard many times before.


Perhaps you have too. First, you’re told to consider your favorite Old Testament hero of the faith. Would it be Samson, or Esther, or Solomon? Then, you’re asked if you’d like to have the relationship with God they enjoyed—and of course, who wouldn’t? Finally, you’re given the formula for how you can get there. And where does that formula begin? With your effort as you attempt to get your heart right, cleanse yourself of sin, do more, and be more for God.


Now I’m going to say something surprising. Would I want what Old Testament believers had? Would I want God to view me the way He viewed David, or Esther, or Hosea?


No, I wouldn’t.


You heard that right: I really wouldn’t. Why not? Because we have something better than anything anyone experienced in the Old Testament.




Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated—the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground. These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised, since God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect. (Hebrews 11:36–40)





They were flogged, put in chains, imprisoned, stoned to death, sawn in two, and killed with swords. Dedicated? Absolutely. Committed? For sure. Sold out? All the way! Yet they did not receive what was promised. And you have something better today because you live on this side of the cross.


A Better Covenant


What exactly is better for you today? In short, everything. We’ll get into it all soon, but here are some starters:




	Under the Old Covenant, God was angry with Israel about sins. Under the New, you’ve been saved from the wrath of God (Romans 5:9).


	Under the Old, animal sacrifices were yearly reminders of sins. Under the New, God remembers your sins no more (Hebrews 8:12).


	Under the Old, the Holy Spirit would come upon people temporarily for divine acts of service. Under the New, the Holy Spirit is sealed in you forever (Ephesians 1:13–14).


	Under the Old, David pleaded, “Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me” (Psalm 51:11). Under the New, you are one spirit with the Lord (1 Corinthians 6:17), and He’ll never leave you (Hebrews 13:5).





Christ is the mediator of the New Covenant (Hebrews 9:15), and this new way of grace is much better than the old way of law.




But in fact the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, since the new covenant is established on better promises. (Hebrews 8:6)





The Salvation Guarantee


I receive a lot of emails from people who have questions. On many days, I answer dozens asking for clarification on a point of doctrine or something they’ve heard in church. Many times, they are cries for help from people who’ve already been searching for answers and haven’t been able to find them anywhere.


“I’m having panic attacks all the time, and I can’t see any way out,” one late-night email began. “Growing up, my parents taught me I could lose my salvation if my heart turned away from God.


“I’ve struggled with this my whole Christian life,” the emailer continued, “and I feel like I’m at the end of my rope. Have I turned away from Him? I’ve been unfaithful to God so many times, I don’t know where I stand or if I’m even saved anymore.”


Sadly, this email is not unusual. I’ve received many others just like it. And this may resonate with you too. You might worry about whether your salvation is secure. You may have wondered what might happen if you were to commit a really big sin. Or what if you fall into severe struggle or even addiction and commit very frequent sins? Will these somehow cancel the contract you have with God?


No, they won’t—because they can’t.


Remember that God never asked for your faithfulness as the way to keep your salvation. We hear people today saying, “I swear on the Bible” or “I swear on my mother’s grave!” They seek to swear by something greater than themselves, but there’s no one greater than God. That’s why He swore by Himself (Hebrews 6:13). The result is that you are incredibly secure in your salvation. Jesus is your guarantee, and there’s no fine print in the contract to worry about.


You may ask, “But what if I sin a lot?” or “But what if I commit the same sin over and over?” You wonder when you might breach the contract, ruin the deal, or kill the covenant. But you’re not in the equation. As we saw already, on one side of the contract, you’ve got the God of the Universe, who is no liar. On the other side, you’ve got the same truth-telling, promise-keeping God holding everything up.




… because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantor of a better covenant. (Hebrews 7:22)





This New Covenant is not about you and your dedication, your commitment, or your faithfulness. It’s actually about God’s faithfulness to Himself. That’s what secures you.


You enjoy a covenant that you didn’t initiate and that you don’t maintain or sustain. God wants you to celebrate your security. So go ahead: Brag on Jesus and all He accomplished for you!


Because He Lives


Most who believe salvation is something that can be lost have a habit of mentally showcasing their sins front and center. They imagine that what they do ruins their salvation. In so doing, they mistake the New Covenant for the Old Covenant. Under the New Covenant, your salvation depends not on how you are living but on how long Jesus lives:




… but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. (Hebrews 7:24–25)





Because Jesus lives forever, you’re saved forever. It’s not about the duration of your faithfulness, it’s about the longevity of Christ’s life. You’ll be saved as long as Jesus lives.


And that’s forever!


Faithfulness was an Old Covenant problem solved by the New. Christ lives in us always. He’ll never disown Himself, so He’ll never disown you.




If we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot disown himself. (2 Timothy 2:13)













CHAPTER 4


For some people, life just seems to start off on the right foot. That was the case for Lisa.


“As a teen, I was popular and successful in school,” she told me. “I enjoyed going to church and seeing my friends, and I wasn’t really worried about anything. Life seemed good, and I was confident that God loved me.”


Then things started to go downhill. “My younger brother got seriously ill,” she said, “and that seemed to set off a whole chain of events. My parents started fighting with each other, all the money we had was going to medical bills. They didn’t have time to talk to me anymore; I didn’t even want to come home after school.” Lisa paused there, struggling with her memories. Eventually, she continued.


“To fill the void, I turned to boys, partying, and ultimately that led to anorexia,” she confessed. “At that point, my parents realized something was wrong and took me to a psychiatrist, but I never could find something that filled the void. So, I turned to church on my own—I started going to a church that emphasized obedience to Old Testament rules. It seems like I went down the aisle every time there was an altar call. I tried practicing their spiritual disciplines and even joined an accountability group. But the harder I tried, the more hopeless I felt. My obedience was never enough. It wasn’t until I stumbled upon your ministry that I found real acceptance in Jesus, and I realized what I’d been searching for all along.”


Lisa’s experience is what happens to anyone who truly takes a stab at Old Testament Law or rule-keeping. Let’s face it: Israel was pretty bad at Law-keeping, and so is anyone today who tries to keep the Law. What’s ironic is that God never gave the Law with the expectation that it would make people righteous anyway:




For if a law had been given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. (Galatians 3:21b)





The Law Is Not of Faith


The Law could never impart life. And righteousness was never intended to come by the Law. After a lifelong study of the Jewish Law, the Apostle Paul came to this conclusion:




[We] know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified. (Galatians 2:16)





Nobody is made right by the works of the Law—not one single person. It’s only by faith in Jesus Christ that you’re justified before God. The Law is not based on faith:




Clearly no one who relies on the law is justified before God, because “the righteous will live by faith.” The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, it says, “The person who does these things will live by them.” (Galatians 3:11–12)





Eternal life only comes by faith. It takes no faith at all to simply obey some rules and regulations from the Law. No one can keep the Law, and no one can obtain eternal life through the Law either.


This is not some new teaching or new conclusion we arrive at today. Rightness with God has always been by faith, not by religious works—even in the Old Testament. Abraham is a perfect example of this:




It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. (Romans 4:13)





Abraham was made right with God long before the Law was even given. And he serves as a beautiful example of what it means to be in perfect standing with God apart from any human effort or law-keeping. Abraham was made right by faith alone, and so are you!


A Deal Is a Deal


Imagine sitting in the home you’ve owned for 430 days. Then you receive a phone call from the seller asking you for more money. More money? It’s not happening, right? A deal is a deal, and there’s no way you’re going back and renegotiating a contract that was already signed and ratified 430 days ago.


Likewise, the promise of the New Covenant given to Abraham is older even than the Old Covenant. That’s right: In one sense, the New is older than the Old. The way of faith predates the way of law.




The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously established by God and thus do away with the promise. (Galatians 3:17b)





Moses came down Mount Sinai with those tablets in hand about 430 years after Abraham was given the promise of righteousness by faith. This 430-year separation helps us differentiate faith and the Law. The Law is not of faith (Galatians 3:12). That’s right, faith and the Law are separate systems, and never the two shall meet. The Law’s arrival didn’t change God’s promise: A deal is a deal!


And when you realize that God approves of you—apart from anything you do—it changes everything. You begin to view yourself and God in light of what Jesus did for you rather than what you try to do for Him.


The Passport of Jesus


My wife loves researching our family tree. She finds it fascinating to learn of our lineage, heritage, and history. From her research she’s discovered, for example, that one of her many-times great-grandfathers was the next-door neighbor to Benedict Arnold, and one of mine was Robert the Bruce. She also figured out that one family in our church who have the same last name as my mother are in fact my ninth cousins. And she found a journal that her eighth great-grandfather, a traveling preacher from Rhode Island, wrote in the 1700s.


How does this relate to Jesus Christ and the Law? Interestingly, one of the strongest arguments for abandoning Law-based living and celebrating the New Covenant relates to the ancestry of Jesus—His lineage.


For thousands of years, only members of the tribe of Levi could serve as high priests in Israel. Absolutely zero people from the tribe of Judah ever served:




He of whom these things are said belonged to a different tribe, and no one from that tribe has ever served at the altar. For it is clear that our Lord descended from Judah, and in regard to that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. (Hebrews 7:13–14)





So here comes Jesus, from the tribe of Judah, now serving as our High Priest. According to the Law, He’s disqualified to serve in that capacity. He has the wrong paperwork, the wrong lineage, the wrong heritage.


Why did God do this? What’s He trying to tell you? You call upon Jesus from the tribe of Judah to save you. So, you can’t call upon Him and then look to the Law to keep you saved or grow you. That’s a total contradiction. The Law says Jesus can’t serve as priest!


So, what’s the solution? If you’re changing the priesthood, you simply need to be consistent and change the Law too:




For when the priesthood is changed, the law must be changed also. (Hebrews 7:12)





There’s no better argument than the lineage of Jesus for abandoning the Law and looking to God’s New Covenant of grace. That’s because a change of priesthood (from Levi to Judah) requires a change of covenant (from Old to New). A change of priesthood means a change of Law.


So, here’s Jesus, from the tribe of Judah, breaking all the rules, and that’s the whole point. We’ve got a new kind of priest to go with our New Covenant. You don’t put new wine into old wineskins (Matthew 9:17). It’s out with the Old and in with the New!










CHAPTER 5


I have a lot of conversations at the door of the church. One Sunday morning, I was standing there as people were walking out after the service when Kyle came up and asked if he could talk to me for a minute. He looked worried. Since there was an empty office behind us, I stepped back, opened the door, and motioned him in.


“What’s on your mind?” I asked.


“Well, I did appreciate what you had to say this morning,” Kyle said—but he looked concerned. “I grew up in a denomination that mixed law and grace. I went to our Bible school and became a pastor within our movement. For years, I preached ‘Christian law’—a series of dos and don’ts—without a second thought,” he explained.


“In the back of my mind, though, I knew something was wrong. I wasn’t keeping the laws I was teaching my own congregation, and I wasn’t close to living the way I was asking them to live. I eventually quit the ministry, and it wasn’t until years later that I really came to understand God’s grace. Now, I wish I could go back and re-preach all those sermons!”


He looked discouraged and frustrated. And that made sense: He probably felt as if he’d wasted so many years and not only his time, but others’ as well.


“Well, here’s the thing,” I said. “God has a way of still ministering to people despite our faults and misunderstandings. Plus, it’s not too late. God is always on time. We’re forgiven for all our mistakes, and you’re now coming to know God’s grace on just the right schedule. God knew this would happen, even if you didn’t.”


Perhaps you can relate to Kyle’s concern in one way or another. Maybe you wish you could’ve understood God’s grace better from the very beginning. Let me encourage you that, like Kyle, you’re right on schedule. God is showing you the impossibility of law and the beauty of grace. It’s never too late to shift your thinking on this.


Seeking Clarity


There’s nothing wrong with the Law itself. It’s holy, righteous, and good (Romans 7:12). The problem lies with the people under the Law.




For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for another. But God found fault with the people.… (Hebrews 8:7–8a)





Why did God find fault with the people under the Law? Because literally no one could keep it. After all, it’s not the hearers of the Law but the doers of the Law who are right with God:




For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be declared righteous. (Romans 2:13)





This leads us to an important question: How many doers of the Law are there? The answer to that question is zero. There are exactly zero Law-keepers. The purpose of the Law was never to pat Israel on the back for the great job they were doing:




Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin. (Romans 3:19–20)





The Mirror of the Law


The Law was designed to silence everyone. What can you say in response when it points out you’re a sinner?


See, the Law is like a mirror. It makes us conscious of our sin problem. It helps us realize we’re accountable to God. Only then can we see our need for a solution.


Even the most learned “experts” in the Law couldn’t obey it. Apparently, they weren’t even close!




For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:20)





In fact, the teachers of the Law were more hypocritical than anyone else:




You, then, who teach others, do you not teach yourself? You who preach against stealing, do you steal? You who say that people should not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? You who boast in the law, do you dishonor God by breaking the law? As it is written: “God’s name is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.” (Romans 2:21–24)





The Law is a dead-end street. It points out humanity’s sin addiction and hypocrisy. God designed the Law to expose our problem so we’d look for a solution in Jesus.




Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up until the faith that was to come would be revealed. So, the law was our guardian until Christ came that we might be justified by faith. Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian. (Galatians 3:23–25)





It’s no fun to be held in custody, locked up in a jail cell. But that’s exactly what the Law did. It locked you up until you could see your need for faith in Christ. Now that you have faith in Him, you’re no longer under the guardianship of the Law. The Law has done its work in revealing your need, and your relationship with the Law is over.


Objection!


The first line of the email didn’t mince any words. “You’re dishonoring God’s law and promoting nothing but lazy Christians who won’t serve the Lord,” it blasted. And it didn’t get any better from there.


People have a hard time imagining how we’re going to turn out okay without Moses. They’d rather Christians exert incredible effort to keep the Law when the truth is we can expect more struggle with sin, not less, under the Law.


If being under the Law is our problem, then what’s the solution? At salvation, we die to the Law:




So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. (Romans 7:4)
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