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  There are no shortages of misconceptions about The Morrigan. Perhaps even more so now that she is a popular figure in modern Paganism. Daimler untangles many of our modern assumptions about this power goddess and takes readers on a deeper exploration of her lore. Raven Goddess is an excellent resource for all those seeking the Great Queen.




  Stephanie Woodfield, author of Celtic Lore and Spellcraft of the Dark Goddess and Dark Goddess Craft




  Raven Goddess: Going Deeper with the Morrigan is an excellent follow-up to Daimler’s 2014 Pagan Portals book The Morrigan: Meeting the Great Queens. It provides new and more complete translations of key source material, and it clears up some of the misinformation about the Morrigan from both inaccurate scholarship and from modern pop culture. It provides helpful guidelines for deepening your connections to the Morrigan, who is one of the most active Goddesses in our world today. Highly recommended for beginners, but the translations alone are worth the price of the book for anyone.




  John Beckett, author of The Path of Paganism and Paganism in Depth
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Foreword





  Daimler has done it again.




  Look, folks, ye know I always recommend going to native sources, first and foremost, for all sorts of good and righteous reasons. It’s an important thing you could - or even should - be doing, in order to be respectful and walk in Right Relationship with the culture you wish to gain from, to learn from.




  Morgan’s work is a notable exception. There simply isn’t another non-Irish Pagan writer who stands in better relationship with the Gods and Ungods of Ireland, as far as I can see. Their existing body of work on Pagan topics is one I recommend, and indeed refer to and learn from myself, time and time again.




  And now this.




  Another book dedicated to the Goddess I work for. A companion and expansion to their excellent previous book The Morrigan: Meeting the Great Queens. This one truly opens up the information that is available on the Irish Goddess of Battle and Prophecy, shows how much more there is to Her, and Her sisters; in the lore and in the author’s personal experience.




  In this work you will find guidance to facilitate your own study of the source material. You’ll find real information and clarity on what exactly is, and isn’t, truly known about the Morrigan. You’ll find out what she looks like, what colours and tools are associated with Her, and how to correctly spell Her name. You’re going to learn about Her relationship with the Dagda, and the other Beings that move around Her stories. Daimler also breaks down Her involvement in one of the major sagas - the Battle of Moytura (Cath Maige Tuired), and goes on to examine the place of this Goddess in the modern world, and how to connect to Her here and now.




  All in all, I know this book will become an invaluable reference work that I keep right at my desk at the Irish Pagan School HQ, alongside so many of Morgan’s other books. It is a fantastic addition to the few quality books and resources on this Goddess that I can wholeheartedly recommend.




  Lora O’Brien, author of A Practical Guide to Irish Spirituality: Sli An Dhraoi, and A Practical Guide to Pagan Priesthood.











  
Preface





  This book is intended as a follow up to the previous Pagan Portals - the Morrigan but may also be read as a stand-alone work.




  I have been an Irish-focused pagan since 1991 and was dedicated to the Morrigan for over a decade. Although in the last three years my focus has shifted more fully to the Daoine Maithe she is still an important deity to me. After writing my previous book Pagan Portals - the Morrigan in 2014 I have long debated writing a follow up with a tighter focus on the Morrigan herself and which would tackle some common misconceptions about her in ways that, hopefully, will allow people to develop a deeper, stronger relationship with her.




  In writing this I have drawn on many different sources and have carefully referenced and cited all of them. My own degree is in psychology so I prefer to use the APA method of citations. This means that within the text after quotes or paraphrased material the reader will see a set of parentheses containing the author’s last name and date the source was published; this can then be cross references with the bibliography at the end of the book. I find this method to be a good one and I prefer it over footnotes or other methods of citation which is why it’s the one I use. I have also included end notes in some places where a point needs to be expanded on or further discussed but where it would be awkward to do that within the text itself.




  As I have said before in my previous book Pagan Portals - the Morrigan I do not think that the religious framework we use to connect to the Gods matters as much as the effort itself to honour the old Gods I think we can all do this respectfully and with an appreciation for history without the need for any particular religion. Whether we are Reconstructionists, Wiccans, or Celtic pagans all that really matters is that we are approaching our faith with sincerity and a genuine intention. To that end this book is written without any specific spiritual faith in mind, beyond polytheism, and it is up to the reader to decide how best to incorporate the material. My own personal path is rooted in witchcraft and reconstruction so that is bound to colour some of my opinions in the text, however, so the reader may want to keep that in mind.




  Pagan Portals - Raven Goddess was written as a resource for seekers of the Morrigan specifically and offers both solid academic material and practical advice on connecting with her in a format that is accessible and designed to be easy to read, although it does contain a lot of academic references to older mythology. It is meant to be a follow up to the previous Pagan Portals - the Morrigan and take a deeper look into details of this fascinating deity.




  For some people this book may be one step in a lifelong journey, an attempt to better understand or connect to a Goddess who is both easily accessible and maddeningly hard to comprehend. For others this book may simply provide another viewpoint of the Morrigan, her history, and modern beliefs and practices associated with her. In either case I hope that the reader feels that some value is gained from the time spent with this short text, getting to know the Morrigan in a deeper sense.











  
Introduction





  The Morrigan is not only a complex deity but one who inspires great passion in people today and there are many different viewpoints of Her to be found. In my previous book I tried to maintain as much objectivity as possible and simply offer the best information I could at the time of who and what she was, as well as relaying information about deities closely connected to her; in this work I am trying to maintain that same level of quality but am taking a more subjective approach. This is the Morrigan through both study and my own experiences over the last 15 years or more.




  The Morrigan is one of the most popular Irish goddesses and there is a lot of information to be found about her from a variety of sources. Despite this it can be very difficult to find solid resources about her as the material available is almost overwhelming in quantity now but ranges so widely in quality that trying to sort out the valuable from the dross becomes an enormous task. Misinformation abounds and is quickly repeated and then taken as fact. A great deal of in-depth study is required to sort out opinions from facts, modern invention from older myth, and misunderstanding or mistranslation from quality sources. It’s all a bit dizzying especially for those just starting out.




  The Morrigan shows up as only a small section in some books taking on the subject of the Irish or Celtic Gods more generally; in older pagan works it wasn’t uncommon to find her barely a footnote in the text with a warning against any engagement. This almost phobic reaction to the Morrigan has shifted particularly in the 21st century and with that shift we see a proliferation of sources especially online. In the last decade or so there have been several good books that have come out on the market many of them aimed at offering readers a solid introduction to the Great Queen. My own Pagan Portals - the Morrigan had such an aim, but there is also Stephanie Woodfield’s Celtic Lore & Spellcraft of the Dark Goddess: Invoking the Morrigan, Morpheus Ravenna’s Book of the Great Queen, and Courtney Weber’s The Morrigan: Celtic Goddess of Magick and Might. Each of these has its own unique approach and particular books will work better for people from different backgrounds.




  As we connect to a deity and work with them and devote ourselves to them, we will find ourselves on a rollercoaster ride of experience and information. I have always found the best approach is to ground the two together, to look for sources to support my experiences and to embrace my experiences as an outgrowth of my deepening understanding. With that in mind as we move forward with this text, I want to include a blend of academic material and my own thoughts on the Morrigan. Whether you agree with everything I have to say or not I hope this will all serve as food for thought for you to develop your own relationship with her. Never stop questioning.




  She speaks as often in poetry as prose, so let me end this introduction with this poem which I wrote years ago after the dream it describes:




  I dreamed last night -
dream or vision or something more -
of ravens and bloody rivers,
hounds and horses coursing,
pounding hooves and howling voices,
Herself crying “Woe to those who flee!
Blood and battle is upon them!
The fight is upon you!
Stand your ground! Stand and fight!
Hard slaughter and a great victory!”
Her voice and the roaring of a river,
water and blood mixing,
and hounds and horses,
and riders armed and armored,
A feeling of panic and joy
of despair and ecstasy joined
twisting together in my gut
until I wanted to rush forward
into any danger, throw myself,
heedless, into madness and battle,
blades clashing, water rushing,
screams of war and death together,
ravens’ wings tearing the air
My breath coming in gasps and gulps,
too winded to add my voice to the din,
but pushing forward, forward, further,
each step a success as earth
become mud as it mixed with blood.
And then, abruptly, the dream was gone
I woke to stillness.
No blood. No battle.
No death. No river.
But a yard full of black birds
their voices strident and discordant
singing to me of dreams and shadows
I moved through the day
expecting wings and warriors
the vision like a memory of feathers
which irritates and soothes simultaneously
and, again and again, ceaseless as the tide,
Or a fast flowing stream,
Her voice calling “Awake! Arise!”....











  Chapter 1




  Towards a Deeper Understanding




  As we take our first step into a greater understanding of the Morrigan let us begin by seeking a better understanding of who she is and of things associated with her that are not discussed as often. In this chapter we will look at physical descriptions of the Morrigan in source material, colours connected to her, and her association with a more obscure item. All of this is presented for the reader to consider and weigh against their own experiences and opinions.




  Description




  A common question that I hear people asking is what does the Morrigan look like, so let’s begin with that. There is, of course, a great deal of artwork to be found based in each artist’s imagination but let’s move past these modern conceptions to find a base to build outwards from. Looking at what we know from mythology and folklore we find a complicated answer. This is because generally when she appears in mythology she is not described in much detail. Instead we get passages like this one from the Cath Maig Tuired:




 

    The Unish of Connacht calls by the south. The woman was at the Unish of Corand washing her genitals, one of her two feet by Allod Echae, that is Echumech, by water at the south, her other by Loscondoib, by water at the north. Nine plaits of hair undone upon her head.







  Similarly, when she appears in most versions of the Táin Bó Cúailnge1 (TBC) it simply says “Then came the Morrigan daughter of Ernmas from out of the Sídhe” without adding any physical details. There are a few appearances which are described however.




  In the Táin Bó Regamna (TBR) we are given this:






   A red-haired woman with red eyebrows was in the chariot with a red cloak around her shoulders; the cloak hung down at the back of the chariot and dragged on the ground behind her.







  This description of a red-haired woman2 may be the most detailed description we ever get of the Morrigan’s physical appearance and it is the only one where we are never told that she is in disguise or in an assumed form. In my own opinion this is most likely to be her true appearance, but other people may have different conclusions. In the Cath Magh Rath she is described as:




  Bloody over his head, fighting, crying out
A naked hag, swiftly leaping
Over the edges of their armor and shields
She is the grey-haired Morrigu




  This description is somewhat similar to another of the Morrigan’s appearances in the TBC: “then came the Morrigan daughter of Ernmas from out of the Sí shaped as an old woman”. However, this passage makes it clear this is not her natural appearance but a “richt”, a guise, form, or assumed shape. The idea of the Morrigan taking on other shapes or disguises is a common one, and in fact in the Metrical Dindshenchas she is called “samla día sóach” (a phantom, the shape-shifting Goddess) making it clear that her form is fluid and changeable.
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